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CAPE    OF    GOOD    HOPE. 


MINUTES  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Agricultural  Com- 
mission appointed  toy  His  Excellency  the  Administrator 
to  Enquire  into  and  Report  upon  the  Re-Organisation  of 
the  Agricultural  Department. 


|1it!ientc(ltobotlr^oiisesof^aHi:uiuMUbi)a'omm;in(lof  i)i.s(lfxlT^cnrnthe6ol•rl■nor 
l905. 


Cape  Town,  Wednesday,  7th  December,  1904. 


PEESENT 


L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 
Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 
P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Nobbs,  Agricultural  Assistant  and  Expert  Adviser  to 
the  Commission,  was  also  present,  with  the  Secretary,  Mr.  F.  D. 
MacDermott. 

The  Commission  assembled  in  Committee  Room  No.  13,  Legis- 
lative Assembly  at  11  a.m. 

Mr.  Abrahamson  proposed,  Mr.  Rubidge  seconded,  that  Mr. 
P.  J.  Weeber  be  elected  as  Chairman.     Carried  unanimously. 

The  Commission,  as  published  in  the  Government  Gazette,  No, 
8706,  dated  2nd  December,  1904,  was  taken  as  read,  also  the  accom- 
panying Memorandum. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  endeavour  to  gather  any 
information  available  as  to  previous  Commissions  on  the  same 
subject,  and  submit  same  with  a  precis  of  the  conclusions  arrived  at 
by  an  early  date. 

Mr.  Abrahamson  proposed — "  This  Commission  is  of  opinion 
that  it  is  advisable  that  the  existing  Agricultural  Department  be 
re-organised." 

Mr.  Rubidge  seconded.     Carried  unanimously. 

Resolved — "  That  Dr.  Nobbs  be  requested  to  supply  the  Com- 
mission with  a  memorandum  on  the  working  of  Agricultural 
Boards  and  Councils  in  other  countries." 
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The  Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis  moved-  "  That  the  Government  be 
requested  to  allow  the  services  of  Dr.  Nobbs  to  be  placed  at  the 
entire  disposal  of  the  Commission  while  that  body  is  sitting." 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Oosthuisen,  and  carried. 

Letter  read'  from  Mr.  Kyder  offering  his  services  to  the  Com- 
mission. 

Resolved — "  That  as  the  Commission  has  no  power  to  offer 
remuneration  the  application  cannot  be  entertained." 

The  Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewds  proposed — "  That  the  Government 
of  this  Colony  be  respectfully  asked  to  approach  the  Governments 
of  the  neighbouring  Colonies  with  a  request  that  the  following 
officers  may  be  permitted  to  attend  before  this  Commission  and 
give  evidence,  namely :  The  Commissioner  of  Lands,  Transvaal 
(the  Hon.  Dr.  A.  Jameson';  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  Orange 
Eiver  Colony  (W.  Palmer,  Esq.)  ;  and  the  Director  of  Agriculture, 
Natal  (A.  N.  Pearson,  Esq.)" 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Oosthuisen,  and  carried. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  apply  to  the  French  Consul 
for  any  Reports  or  other  public  documents  he  may  have  in  his 
possession  bearing  on  the  working  of  Agricultural  matters  in 
France,  particularly  with  reference  to  administration  and  co-opera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Abrahamson  proposed — "  That  the  first  witnesses  to  be 
called  be  the  Officers  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  and  that  the 
Secretary  request  the  attendance  of  the  Viticultural  Expert  on 
Friday  morning,  the  9th  inst.,  at  10-30,  and  of  the  Chief  Veterinary 
Surgeon  in  the  afternoon  at  2-30." 

The  Commission  then  adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  8th  inst., 
at  10  a.m. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 

Chairman. 


Thursday,  8th  December,  1904. 


PRESENT  : 

P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.     i     R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C.  W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  reported  having  written  the  letters  instructed  at 
previous  meeting. 

Tbe  Secretary  submitted  Memorandum  by  the  Acting  Under- 
Secretary  for  Agriculture  tracing  the  history  of  the  Department. 
Tliis  was  read,  and  typed  copies  were  ordered  to  be  supplied  to 
members. 

Resolved—'-  That  the  Accounting  Officer  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  be  asked  to  supply  a  I'oturn  showing  the  actual  ex- 
penditure of  the  Department  under  the  various  headings  for  the 
past  seven  years,  including  the  revenue  earned  during  the  same 
period," 


Proposed  hy  Mr.  Abrahamson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Rubidge,  and 
carried  unauiniously— "  That  the  (Commission  make  an  endeavour 
to  examine  as  many  witnesses  as  possible  in  Cape  Town  on  the 
subject  of  the  Re-Organisation  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
before  proceeding  elsewhere,  with  a  view  to  presenting  as  early  as 
possible  an  interim  report  upon  that  subject." 

Resolved — "  That  the  Departmental  Officers  be  the  first  wit- 
nesses examined,  these  to  include  the  Heads  of  each  Branch, 
together  with  the  Director  of  Irrigation,  Chief  Inspector  of  Boring, 
and  the  Senior  Analyst." 

The  Commission  then  adjourned  until  Friday,  9th  December, 
at  10-30  a.m. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 

Chairman, 


Friday,  9th  December,  1904. 


PRESENT : 
P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 
Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.  Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 

0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 
F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 


The  Minutes  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Resolved—"  That  Mr.  Geo.  Valder,  Commercial  Agent  for  New 
South  Wales,  be  asked  to  give  evidence,  also  Mr.  Meeston." 

The   Chief  Veterinary  Surgeon  (Mr.  D.  Hutcheon)  was  then 
examined. 

The  Commission  adjourned  till  2-30  p.m. 

On  re-assembling  at  2-30  p.m.,  the  Acting  Under-Secretary  for 
Agriculture  (Mr.  W.  Hammond  Tooke)  was  examined. 

The  Commission  adjourned    at  4    p.m.   until    10-30    a.m.   on 
Monday,  the  l2th  inst. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 


Chairman. 


Monday,  12th  December,  1904. 


PRESENT : 

p.  J.  WEEBER,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  (Chairman). 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.  Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C.  L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.        ,     W.  Rubidge,  Esq..  M.L.A. 
R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  ^    Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  French  Consul  promising  to  procure  docu 
mentary  information  ?-e  French  Agricultux*al  system. 
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Mr.  E.  Dubois,  Yiticultural  Expert,  was  examined. 
A  sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Abrahamson 
and  Mr.  Owen-Lewis  (with  the  Secretary)  was  appointed  to  re-cast 

the  questions. 

Prof.  MacOwan,  Government  Botanist,  was  examined. 

The  Agricultural  Assistant  was  granted  leave  for  the  afternoon 
and  Thursday  to  attend  to  other  matters. 

The  Commission  adjourned  at  1  p.m.  until  10-30  next  morning. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 

Chairman. 


Tuesday,  13th   December,  1904. 


PRESENT : 

P.   J.    Weebee,   Esq.,   M.L.A.    {Chairman). 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis.  M.L.C.  Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Hon.  W.  Rogers.  M.L.C.  L.  Abrahamson,  Esq..  M.L.A. 

0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  ,    Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Nobbs,  Agricultural  Assistant,  was  examined. 

Letter  read  from  Prof.  MacOwan  amplifying  portions  of  his 
evidence.     To  be  recorded. 

Resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Abrahamson — "  That  the  Com- 
mission adjourn  for  the  approaching  holidays  as  follows  :  From 
the  23rd  inst.  to  the  28th.  and  fiom  the  30th  inst.  to  4th  January, 
1905." 

Resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Abrahamson— "  That  the 
following,  with  the  Secretary,  form  a  sub- committee  to  arrange  for 
the  attendance  of  witnesses  :  The  Chairman,  and  Messrs.  Owen- 
Lewis  and  Rubidge. 

The  Commission  then  adjourned  till  2-30  p.m. 

On  resuming.  Dr.  Nobbs  was  further  examined. 

Mr.  C.  P.  Lounsbury,  Government  Entomologist,  was  also 
examined. 

Letter  from  Director  of  Irrigation  read  and  recorded. 

Tlie  Commission  then  adjourned  till  10  a.m.,  Wednesday,  14th 
December. 

P,  J.  Weeber. 

Chairmati. 


Vll 

Wednesday^  14th  December^  1904. 


PRESENT : 
P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 
Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.      ;     Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A 


Hon.  W.  llogers,  M.L.C. 


L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


0.  A.  Oostliuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  W.  Rubiclge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

E.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDeririott,  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  C.  P.  Lounsbury,  Government  Entomologist,  was  further 
examined. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Davison,  Chief  Inspector  of  Sheep,  was  examined. 

Resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Abrahamson — "That  each 
member  give  in  two  names  of  witnesses  he  thought  should  be  called 
during  the  ensuing  month  on  the  question  of  re -organisation. 

The  Commission  then  adjourned  till  2-30  p.m. 

On  resuming,  Mr.  Geo.  Valder,  Commercial  Agent  for  New 
South  Wales,  was  examined. 

The  Commission  arljourned  at  4  p.7n.  till  10  a.m.,  Thursday, 
15th  December. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 
Chairman. 


Thursday,  15th  December,  1904. 
PRESENT : 

p.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  (Chairman). 
Hon.  C.  A..  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.      i    L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C.  '    O.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

W.  Rubidge.  Esq.,  M.L.A.  | 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  having  been  read  were  confirmed. 

Mr.  Geo.  Valder  was  further  examined. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Struben  was  examined. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Pillans,  Horticultural  Assistant,  was  examined. 

After  discussion  it  was  resolved  that  on  and  after  Monday, 
19th  December,  the  sittings  of  the  Commission  begia  at  9-30  a.m. 
daily  and  close  at  1  p.m. 

The  Commission  then  adjourned  until  2-30  p.m. 

On  resuming  it  was  resolved  after  discussion  that  the  following 
question  follow  No.  4,  and  that  No.  6  be  deleted :— "  Do  you 
consider  that  it  would  be  more  desirable  for  the  members  of  the 
Council  of  Agriculture  to  be  elected  by  {a)  Committees  of  Agri- 
culture, which  should  be  formed  in  each  fiscal  division  and  elected 
by  the  landowners  in  each  ward  ;  or  (6)  that  they  should  be  elected 
by  the  ratepayers  of  each  fiscal  division  ?  If  you  do  not  approve 
of  either  of  these  methods  of  election,  what  do  you  suggest  V 

Mr.  J.  C.  Molteno  was  examined. 

The  Commission  adjourned  at  4  p.m.  till  10  a.m.  on  the  next 
day. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 

Chairman. 


Vlli 

Friday,  16tli  December,  J904, 


PKESENT : 

P.  J.  Weebee,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 

W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis.  M.L.C. 

Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 

0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A 


R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDei-mott,  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Dennison  was  examined. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Malleson  was  examined. 

The  Commission  adjourned  at  1  p.m.  till  2-30  p.m. 

On  resuming,  the  Hon.  C.  W.  H.  Kohler,  M.L.C,  was  examined. 

Resolved — "  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  request  the 
Hon.  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  furnish  returns  showing 
(a)  the  amount  of  money  expended  during  the  past  seven  years  on 
Government  Irrigation  Works,  each  work  to  be  shown  separately  ; 
(5)  the  revenue  derived  from  these  works  during  the  same  period, 
each  work  to  be  shown  separately  ;  {c)  the  actual  (and  failing 
that  the  approximate)  area  irrigated  by  each  of  these  works." 

Resolved — "  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  request  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  furnish  returns  showing  (a)  the 
total  amount  expended  in  the  form  of  capital  to  date  on  the  Elsen- 
])urg  Agricultural  College,  showing  the  cost  of  the  farm,  the  build- 
ings, improvements,  &c.,  under  separate  headings  ;  (6)  a  statement 
showing  the  annual  revenue  and  expenditure  from  the  opening ; 
tind  (c)  the  number  of  pupils  passed  through  that  institution  per 
annum  from  the  date  of  starting." 

Resolved — "That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  request  the 
Agricultural  Department  to  furnish  the  following  information  : 
(a)  A  return  showing  the  number  of  applications  for  loans  under 
the  existing  Irrigation  Acts  ;  (6)  The  total  amount  applied  for  ; 
{c)  The  total  amount  granted  ;  {d)  The  number  of  loans  granted  to 
private  individuals,  and  the  number  granted  to  public  bodies." 

The  Commission  adjourned  at  4  p.m. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 
Chaii'man. 


Monday.  19ih  December,  1904. 


PRESENT : 
P.  J.  Weebkr,  Esq.,  M.L.A.   {Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis.  M.L.C. 
Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 
0.  A.  Oostliuisen.  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


W.  Rubid,i>e,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Di-.  i],  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  Miu-Dcrinott,  Scrrc/nri/. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  confirmed. 

•Vfter  discussion  a  list  of  names  of  witnesses  to  ))c  warned  l)y 
telegraiili  to  appear  between  Jan.  4th  and  Jan.  I'^th  was  decided 
n])()n. 


Mr.  Rogers  asked  leave  from  the  22nd  inst.  to  the  4th  of  January. 
The  Chairman  and  Mr.  Oosthuisen  asked  for  leave  of  absence 
from  the  28rd  inst.  to  the  4th  of  January.     Agreed  to. 

Dr.  Moolman  was  examined. 

Mr.  Rubidge  moved  that  the  resolution  of  th(!  13th  inst.,  fixing 
the  adjournments  for  the  holidays,  be  resciiidcsd,  and  that  the 
Commission  adjourn  from  the  afternoon  of  the  23rd  inst.  to  the 
morning  of  Jan.  4th,  1905,  at  9-30  a.m. 

Mr.  Oosthuisen  seconded,  and  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Henry  Cloete,  M.L.A.,  was  examined. 

Mr.  Abrahamson  moved  that  the  Commission,  having  decided 
as  regards  the  suggested  elections  by  Divisional  Councils,  as  set  out 
in  the  Government  Circular,  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Chairman 
to  inform  every  witness  that  the  Commission  has  come  to  the 
unanimous  opinion  that  they  are  not  in  favour  of  this  metliod  of 
procedure.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Owen-Lewis  moved — "  That  this  Commission  decides  to  use 
every  endeavour  to  secure  sufficient  evidence  to  enable  them  to 
issue  an  interim  report,  and  adjourn  not  later  than  the  end  of 
January. 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Rogers,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Blaine  moved  that  the  Commission  adjourn  not  later  than 
the  end  of  January,  and  that  the  sittings  be  not  resumed  until  after 
the  end  of  the  ensuing  Session  of  Parliament.     No  seconder. 

The  Chairman  requested  the  attendance  of  the  Question  Revis- 
ing Committee  in  the  afternoon  at  2-30  p.m. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  the  Financial  Statement  of  the 
Agricultural  Department  supplied  by  Accounting  Officer.  Ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  Commission  adjourned  until  next  morning. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 

Chairman. 


Tuesday,  20th  December,  1904. 


PEESENT  : 

P.  J.  Weebee  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.      I     W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C.  L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  contirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  Report  of  Question  Revising 
Committee  with  Memorandum  for  Witnesses.     These  were  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Pei-sse,  Secretary  West  Province  Agricultural  Society, 
was  examined. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Barry,  President  West  Province  Agricultural  Society, 
was  examined. 

Mr.  H.  M.  E.  Orpen,  Superintendent  Tokai  Reformatory,  was 
examined. 


Discussion  arose  as  to  the  Sub- Questions  submitted  in  the 
Government  Memorandum. 

Mr.  Abrahamson  proposed—"  That  the  Commission  devote  the 
last  three  or  four  days  allotted  for  taking  evidence  to  the  hearing 
of  witnesses  on  the  subjects  of  Technical  Instruction  and  Colonial 
Industries." 

Mr.  Eogers  seconded.     Carried. 

The  Commission  then  adjourned  until  next  morning. 

P.  J.  WEEBEK, 

Chairman. 


Wednesday,  21st  Deceniher,  1904. 


PKESENT  : 
p.  J.  WeeBEE,  Esq.,   M.L.A.  {Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 
Hon.  W.  Eogers,  M.L.C. 
0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
K.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


W.  Rubidge,  Esq..  M.L.A. 
L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 


The  Minutes  having  been  read  were  confirmed. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Boyes,  E.M.,  of  Simonstown,  was  examined. 

Mr.  C.  Mayer,  Secretary  West  Province  Horticultural  Board, 
was  examined. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Eetief,  of  Wellington,  was  examined. 

Mr.  P.  He  Waal,  of  Stellenbosch,  was  examined. 

Mr.  F.  D.  MacDermott,  Editor  the  "  Agricultural  Journal,"  was 
examined. 

The  Commission  then  adjourned  until  next  morning. 

P.  J.  WEEBEE, 

Chairman. 


Thursday,  22nd  December,  1904. 


PRESENT 


F.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,   M.L.A.  {Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 
Hon.  W.  Eogers.  M.L.C. 
0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
E.  Orpen.  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


W.  Eubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A 

Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser).  • 

F.  D.  MscDermott,  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  were  confirmed. 

Eesolved — '  lliat  a  sul)-committoo  consisting  of  Messrs.  Owen- 
Lewis  and  Abrahamson,  witli  the  Secretary,  he  appointed  to  arrange 
during  the  icccss  for  witnesses  on  the  subjects  marked  {a),  {b)  and 
(c)  in  \hv  Memorandum  of  Instructions  ;  to  airange  for  witnesses 
with  regard  to  the  Board  to  promote  Colonial  Industries  ;  and  to 
revise  and  ndd  to  the  Question  List  if  necessary." 
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Mr.  De  Jager  was  examinod. 
Mr.  M.  J.  Do  Villicrs,  of  Caledon,  was  examined. 
Mr.  Louis  Zietsman,  M.L.A.,  was  examined. 
The  Commission  adjourned  till  next  day. 

P.  J.  WEEBEll, 

Chairman. 


Friday.  23rd  December,  1904. 

PKESENT : 

P.  J.  Weebee,  Esq.,  M.L.A.    {Chairman). 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.  L.  Abrahamson,  Esq..  M.L.A. 

0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.       | 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Fred  Verran  was  examined. 

The  Secretary  submitted  a  minute  from  His  Excellency  the 
High  Commissioner,  transmitted  through  His  Excellency  the  Ad- 
ministrator, enquiring  when  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Palmer,  Director 
of  Agriculture  in  the  Orange  Elver  Colony,  would  be  required. 

Eesolved  to  inform  His  Excellency  that  any  tirie  between  Jan. 
4th  and  Jan.  12th,  ly05,  would  suit  the  Commission. 

The  Secretary  read  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Schoeman,  M.L.A., 
member  of  the  Commission,  in  reply  to  one  asking  that  gentleman 
when  he  would  be  able  to  attend,  and  requesting  names  of  witnesses. 
The  telegram  read  as  under  : — 

"  From  Schoeman.  To  Sec.  Agric.  Com. 

Will  serve  on  Commission  from  23rd  January.  Sorry  not  able 
before.  Witnesses  Edwin  Edmeades,  Oudtshoorn,  and  G.  J.  P.  Le 
Roux,  Rietvlei,  P.O.  Le  Roux  Station,  Oudtshoorn.  Postpone  Com- 
mission for  a  few  weeks  on  account  of  the  holidays." 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  inform  Mr.  Schoeman  of  the  desire 
of  the  Commission  to  present  an  interim  report  on  the  Re-Organisa- 
tion of  the  Agricultural  Department  before  the  end  of  January  and 
then  adjourn  until  after  the  Session  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  W.  Gordon  was  examined. 

Mr.  J.  B.  De  La  Harpe  was  examined. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Anderson  was  examined. 

The  Commission  then  adjourned  till  Jan.  4th,  1905,  at  9-30  a.m. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 

Chairman. 
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Wednesdoi/,  4th  January,  1905. 


PKESENT  : 
p.  J.  Weebee,  Esq.,  M  L.A.   {Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 
O.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
K.  Orpeu.  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
W.  Eubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser.) 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 


The  Minutes  were  confirmed. 

Mr.  D.  De  Yos  Eabie,  M.L.A.,  was  examined. 

Mr.  W.  Ferdinand  Yersfeld,  of  Darling,  was  examined. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Pienaar,  of  Beaufort  West,  was  examined. 

Mr.  J.  A.  C.  Faure,  of  Eerste  River,  was  examined. 

Report  of  sub-committee  on  Witnesses,  &c.,  presented  and 
adopted. 

Resolved — "That  seeing  the  number  of  witnesses  yet  to  be 
examined  may  occupy  more  time  than  was  previously  estimated, 
the  final  date  of  hearing  evidence  be  extended  to  the  20th  inst." 

The  Commission  adjourned  till  next  day. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 

ChaiJ^inan. 


Thursday,  5th  January,  1905. 
PEESENT  : 

P.  J.  Weebee.  Esq.,  M.L.A.  (Chairman). 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.  W.  Rubidge.  Esq..  M.L.A. 

Hon.  W.  Rogers.  M.L.C. 


O.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

R.  Orpen.  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Dr.  E.Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 


L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Advise 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 


The  Minutes  were  confirmed. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  A.  Jameson.  Commissioner  of  Lands,  Transvaal, 
was  examined. 

Mr.  F.  B.  Smith,  Director  of  Agriculture,  Transvaal,  was 
examined. 

Resolved  that  lieport  handed  in  by  Mr.  Smith  be  printed  in 
Appendix. 

Mr.  11.  E.  V.  Pickstonc  was  examined. 

The  Commission  then  adjouined  till  the  afternoon. 

On  resuming,  Mr.  G.  A.  Woliaardt,  M.L.A.,  was  examined. 

The  Hon.  Arthur  Douglass  was  examined. 

The  Commission  adjourned  till  next  day. 

P.  J.    WEEBER, 

Chairtnaii. 
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Friday,  6th  January,  1905. 


PRESENT : 
P.  J.  "Weeber,  Esq..  M.L.A.  (Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lowis,  M.L.C. 
Hon.  W.  Iloscis,  M.L.C. 
0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
11.  Orpon.  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


W.  Rubidgc,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
L.  Abniluinison,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Geo.  ]Uaine,  Esq..  M.L.A. 
Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Si'cretary. 


The  Minutes  were  confirmed. 

Mr.  T.  T.  Hoole,  of  Albany,  was  examined. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Dick,  of  King  William's  Town  district,  was  examined. 

Mr.  H.  Abraliamson,  of  Cradock,  was  examined. 

Mr.  C.  G.  Lee,  of  Jansenville,  was  examined. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Wolters,  of  Malmosbury,  was  examined. 

Mr.  M.  H.  De  Beer,  M.L.A.,  of  Piquetberg,  was  examined. 

The  Commission  adjourned  till  Monday,  Jan.  9th. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 
Chairman. 


Monday,  9th  January,  1905. 


PRESENT  : 


P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 
Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 
0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

i* .  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 


The  Minutes  were  confirmed. 

Mr.  Julius  Jackson,  of  Nelspoort,  was  examined. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Southey,  of  Schoombie,  was  examined. 

Mr.  G.  T.  Ferreira,  of  Graaft'-Reinet,  was  examined. 

Mr.  H.  Collett,  of  Cradock,  was  examined. 

Mr.  W.  Halse,  of  Dordrecht,  was  examined. 

The  Commission  adjourned  till  next  day. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 

Chairman. 


Tuesday,  10th  January,  1905. 

present : 
P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 
Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 
0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
R.  Orpen.  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
L.  Abrahamson,  Esq..  M.L.A. 
Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  ilacDerinott,  Serrelary. 


The  Minutes  were  confirmed. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Hartv.  of  Stutterheim.  was  examined. 
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Mr.  F.  Bailey,  of  Deelfontein,  was  examined. 
Mr.  G.  Noortje,  of  Steytlerviile,  was  examined. 
Mr.  L.  J.  Eoberts,  of  Adelaide,  was  examined. 
Mr.  M.  Melck.  of  Piquetberg,  was  examined. 
Mr.  S.  Coruelius.  of  Carnarvon,  was  examined. 
Letter  read  from  the  Hon.  J.  X.  Merriman  in  reply  to  invitation 
to  give  evidence.     To  be  recorded. 

The  Commission  adjourned  till  next  day. 

P.  J.  WEEBEE, 
Chairman. 


Wednesday,  11th  January,  1905. 


PRESENT  : 
P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.   {Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 
Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 
0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
E.  Orpen.  Esq..  M.L.A. 


W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretartj. 


The  Minutes  were  confirmed. 
Mr.  S.  Bonin  Hobson,  of  Vryburg,  was  examined. 
Mr.  J.  M.  Dippenaar,  of  Yryburg,  was  examined. 
Mr.  A .  L.  Grobbelaar,  of  Adelaide,  was  examined. 
The  Commission  adjourned  till  next  day. 

P.  J.  WEEBEE, 

Chairman. 


Thursday,  12th  January,  1905. 

PRESENT : 
P.  J.  WEEBEE,  Esq..  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 


lion.  C.  A.  Oweii-Lowis,  M.L.C. 
Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 
0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


W.  Rubidge,  Esq..  M.L.A. 
L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Geo.  Blaine,  Esq..  M.L.A. 
Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDfrniott,  Sfcrvtary. 


The  Minuti's  were  conlirnied. 

Mr.  W.  Hammond  Tooke  was  re-examined. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Wessels.  of  Vryburg.  was  oxamiiied. 

Mr.  H.  L.  de  Waal,  of  Paarl,  was  examined. 

Mr.  D.  G.  Malan,  of  Paarl,  was  examined. 

Mr.  F.  .1.  Pentz,  of  Wellington,  was  examined, 

The  Rev.  .1.  .1.  Pienaar,  of  Uitenhage,  was  examined. 

Mr.  J.  Liebenberg,  of  Piquetberg,  was  examined. 

The  Commission  adjourned  till  next  day. 

P.  .1,  WEEJ5ER, 

Chairman. 
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Friday,  ISth  January,  1905. 


PRESENT  : 
p.  J.  "VVeeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 
Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 
0.  A.  Oosthuison,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
L.  Abrahamsou,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 
F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 


The  Minutes  were  confirmed. 
Dr.  E.  A.  Nobbs  was  re-examined. 
Mr.  B.  J.  Stegmann  was  examined. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Gordon,  Director  of  Irrigation,  was  examined. 
Mr.  B.  W.  Ritso,  Chief  Inspector  of  Boring,  was  examined. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Loock,  of  Willowmore,  was  examined. 
The  Commission  sat  in  the  afternoon,  and  discussed  the  sug- 
gestions for  a  draft  report. 

The  Commission  adjourned  till  Monday,  Jan.  16th. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 

Chairman. 


Monday^  16th  January.,  1905. 


PEESENT  : 
P.  J.  Weebee,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 

Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 

0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

W.  Rubidge,  Esq..  M.L.A. 


L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Geo.  Blaino,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
C.  E.  Tod,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 


Minutet>  read  and  confirmed. 

Dr.  Muir,  Superintendent- General  of  Education,  was  examined. 

Mr.  C.  Juritz,  Senior  Analyst,  was  examined. 

The  Rev.  P.  B.  Marchand  was  examined. 

The  Hon.  John  Pyott,  M.L.C,  was  examined. 

The  Commission  adjourned  till  next  day. 

P.  J.   WEEBER, 
Chairman. 


Tuesday,  llth  January,  1905. 

present : 
.T.  Weebee,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 

Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 

0.  A.  Oosthuisen.  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

R.  Orpen.  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

W.  Rubidge,  Esq..  M.L.A. 


L.  Abrahamson,  Esq..  M.L.A. 

Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

C.  E.  Tod,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 


The  Minutes  were  confirmed. 
Mr.  C.  E.  Pillans  was  further  examined. 

Mr.  D.  E.  Hutchins,  Conservator  of  Forests,  Western  Conserv- 
ancv,  was  examined. 
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Messrs.  Zietsmau,  Eeid,  Eoss  and  Isaacs,  representing  the  South 
African  Manufacturers'  Association,  were  examined. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Collard,  Assistant  Treasurer,  was  examined. 

The  Commission  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  headings  of  the 
Draft  Report. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  Table  the  Return  of  Loans  under  the 
Irrigation  Act.     Ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Appendix. 

The  Commission  adjourned  till  next  day. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 

Chairman. 


Wednesday.,  18th  January.  1905. 

PEESENT  : 

p.  J.  Weebee,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.  i    L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C.  i    Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  C.  E.  Tod,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Dr.  E.Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 


W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 


The  Minutes  were  confirmed. 

Mr.  C.   E.   Tod,   M.L.A.,   having  tendered  his    evidence,   was 
examined. 

The  Commission  then  discussed  the  Draft  Report. 
The  Commission  adjourned  till  next  day. 

P.  J.  WEEBER, 
Chairman. 


Thursday,  19th  January,  1905. 


PEESENT  : 

p.  J.  Weebee,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 

Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 

0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

C.  E.  Tod,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDermott,  Secretary. 


The  Minutes  were  confirmed. 

Discussion  of  the  Draft  Report  was  continued. 

The  Commission  adjourned  till  next  day. 


P.  J.  WEEBER, 
Chairman. 
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Fridwi,  2()th  Januan/.    1005. 

PUESENT : 
P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  (Chairman). 


Hon.  C.  A.  Owon-Lewis,  M.L.C. 

Hon.  W.  Rotors,  M.L.C. 

0.  A.  Oostliuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

R.  Urpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

W.  Eubidgo,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


L.  Abrfihamson,  Esq..  M.L.A. 

Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

C.  E.  Tod,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert  Adviser). 

F.  D.  MacDerniott,  Secretary. 


The  Minutes  were  confirmed. 

The  Report  as  drafted  was  submitted  and  signed. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  supply  a  copy  of  the  report  to 
Mr.  Schoeman  with  the  request,  if  he  approved  of  the  recommenda- 
tions, to  sign  it. 

Eesolved — "  That  this  Commission  desires  to  place  on  record 
its  high  appreciation  of  the  very  valuable  assistance  which  it  has 
received  from  Dr.  Nobbs,  Expert  Advisor,  and  Mr.  F.  D.  MacDer- 
niott, the  Secretary." 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  the  Chairman  for  his 
courteous  conduct  of  the  proceedings. 

The  Commission  adjourned  sine  die. 

P.  J.   WEEBEK, 

Chairman. 


CAPE    OF    GOOD    HOPE. 


Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  the  Commission  appointed 
by  His  Excellency  the  Officer  Administering-  the 
Government,  to  inquire  into  the  advisalDility  of 
reorganising  the  existing  Agricultural  Department. 


AGRICULTURAL  COMMISSION. 


Friday,  9th  December,  1904. 


PRESENT  : 

P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 


Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 

L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
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Duncan  Hutckeon,  M.R.C.V.S.,  Colonial  Veterinary  Surgeon, 

examined. 

1.  Chairmati.]  Do  you  know  the  object  of  this  Commission? — I 
have  seen  the  regulations  framed  and  published  in  the  Gazette  for 
its  guidance. 

2.  What  office  do  you  hold? — I  am  Chief  Veterinary  Surgeon. 

3.  Where  did  you  gain  your  experience .' — Previous  to  coming 
out  here,  I  was  first  of  all  in  practice  in  Edinburgh.  Then,  I  had 
charge  of  a  practice  in  Limerick,  in  Ireland.  Then,  I  was  assist- 
ant in  a  large  practice  in  Norwich  for  three  years,  and  for  nearly 
five  years  I  was  in  charge  of  the  stud  of  horses  l)elonging  to  the 
Liverpool  Omnibus  Co. 

4.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  work  you  are  at  present  engaged 
in? — We  have  to  take  notice  of  everything  connected  with  live-stock 
in  the  Colony,  both  with  i-egard  to  disease  and  also  in  their  general 
health. 

5.  uoes  your  department  adequately  fulfil  the  duties  required 
of  it?— We  have  never  been  able  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Colony  satisfactorily.  If  our  work  was  confined  to  investigating 
the  nature  of  diseases  and  giving  general  advice  on  such  matters 
to  the  Government  we  would  have  a  sufficient  number  of  men  ; 
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but,  owing  to  there  being  no  private  veterinary  surgeons  stationed 
in  the  counti-v  districts,' it  is  a  great  difficulty  for  the  farmers  to 
get  professional  advice  relating  to  the  common  diseases  of  stock, 
except  from  the  Government  veterinaiy  surgeons.  If  the  veterin- 
ary surgeons  could  be  stationed  in  limited  areas  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  both  the  farmers  and  the  veterinary  surgeons, 
because  the  former  would  derive  the  benefit  of  the  latter's  services, 
and  the  veterinaiy  surgeons  would  have  a  better  opportunity  of 
becoming  conversant  with  the  diseases  in  each  area.  This  is  the 
system  at  present  in  vogue  in  Natal. 

6.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  You  say  that  system  has  been  introduced 
in  Natal  ?— Yes.  There  they  have  a  veterinary  surgeon  in  every 
district.  There  is  a  certain  minimum  charge  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  services  of  the  veterinary  surgeon  to  private  indivi- 
duals. He  is,  therefore,  available  to  attend  to  anything  that  may 
occur  in  that  district,  and  farmers  pay  10s.  a  visit  if  it  exceeds  a 
certain  distance,  and  5s.  if  in  the  immediate  village  or  town.  These 
fees  are  paid  into  the  public  revenue. 

7.  Chairman.]  Does  that  system  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Natal  people? — Yes.  The  veterinary  surgeon  is  available  within  a 
reasonable  time  after  the  animal  takes  ill.  At  present  in  this 
Colony  we  are  so  situated  that  the  nearest  man  may  be  150  miles 
away,  and  by  the  time  he  arrives  on  the  spot  the  animal  which  he 
was  requested  to  attend  may  be  either  dead  or  better.  The  point 
which  I  have  always  emphasised  in  my  annual  reports  is  this,  that 
\Aith  the  limited  number  of  veterinary  surgeons  at  the  disposal  of 
Government  we  should  confine  our  attention  to  giving  advice,  and 
to  be  entirely  relieved  from  attending  to  private  cases,  but  if  the 
latter  should  be  insisted  upon  we  should  have  men  placed  at 
centres,  a  reasonable  distance  apart,  where  they  would  be  available 
when  wanted.  I  know  that  where  we  have  a  man  near  by  who  is 
available  whenever  he  is  wanted,  there  is  a  close  touch  established 
bi-tween  the  farmers  and  the  veterinary  surgeon  and  both  are 
mutually  benefited  and  satisfied ;  but  our  present  arrangement 
does  not  permit  of  that. 

8.  Is  your  branch  brought  into  close  touch  with  the  farming 
community  of  the  Colony? — Our  w^ork  is  connected  entirely  with 
live-stock  and  with  stock  farmers,  and  we  have  been  pretty  actively 
engaged  in  connection  with  the  repeated  invasions,  so  to  speak,  of 
new  diseases  which  we  have  had  during  the  last  twenty  to  twenty- 
five  years.  To  go  l^ack  from  my  own  time:  We  had  first  of  all  a 
goat  disease  imported  from  Asia  Minor,  in  1880,  which  occupied  my 
sole  attention  for  nearly  two  years.  Then  we  had  the  invasion  of 
red-water  from  Natal  in  1883."  That  is  a  matter  which  occupied  a 
good  deal  of  attention  and  still  does.  Then  we  have  had  rinder- 
pest, and  this  new  disease,  African  Coast  Fever,  and  in  the  mean- 
time we  have  been  conducting  investigations  into  the  nature  of 
oiher  diseases  which  are  more  or  less  indigenous  to  the  country, 
such  a"^  for  instance  heart-water  in  sheep  and  goats.  A  great  deal 
of  attention  has  been  devoted  to  that,  and  a  great  deal  of  informa- 
tion has  1)een  obtained  with  regard  to  its  originating  cause  and  the 
methods  to  bo  ado])l('d  to  prevent  it.  In  the  same  way  we  have  con- 
ducted an  investigation  into  the  nature,  cause  and  preventing  of 
malarial  catarrhal  fever  in  sheep  and  several  diseases  of  a  similar 
cliaiacter.  These  are  the  things  we  have  been  tiying  to  devote  our 
attention  to,  l)ut  here  again  our  progress  is  ven^  much  slower  than 
if  we  were  able  to  leave  our  officers  sufTicientlv  long  in  districts  to 


3 

allow  them  to  investigate  the  diseases  Avhich  appear  tlua'e  season 
after  season.     Still  I  think  Ave  have  done  some  good  work. 

9.  To  whom  are  you  responsible  in  Iho  Agricnllural  Depart- 
ment and  to  what  extent  are  you  in  touch  with  the  oll)er  hranches? 
— We  have  to  send  our  official  communications  througli  the  per- 
manent head  of  our  department,  that  is  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Agriculture,  because  they  have  to  be  recorded.  The  same  thing 
occurs  when  we  have  to  communicate  with  othei-  departments. 
Except  where  the  Minister  wants  direct  infovniatioii  all  (ifTicial  cor 
respondence  has  to  pass  through  the  permanent  head  (»f  tlie  de))ait 
ment. 

10.  Mr.  Abraham  son.]  You  say  you  are  responsible  to  the  per- 
manent head  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  but  do  you  take  your 
orders  from  him  or  are  you  the  chief  of  your  own  department  with- 
out reference  to  him? — In  purely  professional  matters  correspond- 
dence  which  came  direct  to  me  I  would  reply  to  without  reference 
to  the  Under  Secretary,  but  all  official  letters  on  matters  relative  to 
the  administration  of  the  department  would  have  to  pass  through 
the  office  of  the  Under  Secretary. 

11.  Have  you  the  power  to  take  the  initiative  in  any  kind  of 
policy  that  you  think  necessary  in  your  particular  department 
without  any  reference  to  the  permanent  head  i — No.  There  was  an 
effort  made  some  little  time  ago  to  re-arrange  somewhat  the  control 
of  the  work  done  in  the  de])artment  and  the  respective  heads  of 
branches  were  given  a  certain  amount  of  authority  but  it  has  not 
worked  out  satisfactorily  because  you  have  not  full  authority. 
There  are  a  great  number  of  questions  which  have  to  be  referred  to 
the  Under  Secretary  or  to  the  Minister,  consequently  I  find  it  does 
not  work  nearly  so  well  because  there  is  a  divided  res])onsibility, 
and  in  case  of  delay  there  is  a  tendency  for  the  one  to  blame  the 
other.  At  the  present  time  we  are  a  good  deal  mixed  so  that  it  is 
hardly  possi1)le  to  say  in  which  mattei\s  I  should  have  complete 
authority  without  reference  to  the  Under  Secretary  and  wliicli  T 
should  refer  to  him. 

12.  Are  you  satisfied  in  your  mind  that  that  system  works 
satisfactorily? — No.  As  I  mentioned  before,  an  effort  was  made 
to  give  the  heads  of  the  different  branches  a  certain  amount  of 
responsibility.  It  does  not  reduce  the  work  but  rather  increases  it, 
because  now  both  officers  will  keep  papers  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject. The  divided  responsibility,  unless  clearly  defined,  thus  causes 
more  work  and  less  satisfaction  than  if  there  were  a  good  head  of 
the  department. 

13.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  good  head? — Well,  a  good  head  of 
the  Agricultural  Deimrtment  w^ould  be  a  man  who  should  possess 
a  sulficient  working  knowledge  of  the  different  liranches  of  the  de- 
partment over  which  he  presides,  and  he  should  he  in  .sympathetic 
touch  as  it  were  with  all  the  difTerent  heads  of  the  branches  so  that 
he  would  be  able  intelligibly  to  appreciate  any  recommendations 
which  might  be  made  by  them,  and  he  able  to  say  at  once  whether 
he  approves  of  them  or  not. 

14.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  Can  you  suggest  anything  which  would  over- 
come the  present  state  of  affairs? — It  is  a  matter  which  would  want 
a  good  deal  of  consideration.  I  think  myself  that  you  could  hardly 
work  the  department  without  a  recognised  head  because  the  Minis- 
ter requires  such  a  man  to  consult  with.  Of  course  the  heads  of 
the  various  branches  would  be  strongly  in  favour  of  fostering 
matters  dealing  with  their  own  particular  departments  and  of  hav- 
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ing  them  under  their  own  control,  and  might  probably  unduly 
press  their  claims  for  consideration.  The  Minister  himself  is  not 
expected  to  be  a  man  who  has  had  the  time  and  opportunity  to  be 
conversant  with  all  these  matters,  hence  he  must  have  some  man 
at  his  elbow  whom  he  can  rely  upon  to  give  him  information  and 
advice  upon  the  reports  that  are  sent  in.  He  need  not  be  a  special- 
ist, or  expert,  but  he  must  be  a  man  whose  interest  and  sympathy 
are  directed  towards  the  ma;tters  which  come  under  his  control,  so 
that  he  would  1)e  able  to  appreciate  fully  the  value  of  suggestions 
made  to  him,  and  be  able  to  report  to  the  Minister  accordingly.  I 
do  not  think  a  department  like  the  Agricultural  Department  could 
be  jiroperly  worked  without  such  a  head. 

15.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  To  take  a  concrete  case.  Supposing  you 
wanted  to  engage  a  veterinary  surgeon  could  you  do  that  yourself 
or  would  the  matter  have  to  go  through  the  hands  of  the  Under 
Secretary? — I  M^ould  have  to  make  my  recommendation  and  the 
qualifications  of  the  man  would  be  submitted  to  me,  and  I  would 
have  to  report  as  to  whether  I  considered  him  an  eligible  officer  or 
one  I  thought  suitable  for  the  office. 

16.  The  decision  as  to  his  engagement  would  not  rest  with  you 
although  you  are  the  head  of  the  dei^artment  concerned  ?— No. 

17.  How  long  does  it  take  a  letter  to  reach  you  supposing  it 
comes  through  the  Under  Secretary? — That  depends  a  little  some- 
times upon  the  appreciation  of  the  officer  Into  whose  hands  it  falls 
first,  that  is  to  say  whether  he  considers  it  urgent  or  not.  It  is 
taken  first  of  all  to  the  record  room  and  recorded.  Then  it  passes 
through  possibly  another  officer  who  writes  certain  remarks  on  it 
and  it  is  then  sent  to  the  Under  Secretary.  It  may  take  a  day  or 
two  to  reach  him. 

18.  When  it  leaves  the  Under  Secretary  it  comes  to  you? — Yes, 
through  the  same  channel.  The  Under  Secretary  makes  his  re- 
marks upon  it.  He  may  simply  write  "  approved  "  or  he  may  re- 
mark that  he  cannot  accede  to  it;  but  there  need  not  be  any 
unnecessary  delay  in  that  respect,  still  it  genei'ally  lakes  a  day  or 
two. 

19.  It  does  not  take  more  than  that?— It  may,  h\\\  it  need  not. 

20.  How  long  does  it  usually  take  if  llie  matter  is  nol  considered 
urgent? — I  would  not  like  to  be  in  any  way  unfair.  Unless  there  is 
an  accumulation  of  work  it  ought  to  go  back  in  a  couple  of  days. 
It  is  very  rare  that  it  goes  hack  the  next  day. 

21.  bo  you  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  in  all  matters  in 
connection  with  veterinary  surgeons  if  all  the  corresponcU^nce  came 
direct  to  you?-  Yes,  I  thiid\  if  matters  were  clearly  defined  and  the 
responsibility  thrown  upon  the  officer  concerned,  that  it  would  be 
much  more  satisfactory.  ;Vs  far  as  expenditure  goes  his  Vote  is 
there  and  he  must  keep  within  that.  Of  course  he  has  now  the 
responsil)ility,  and  having  that,  he  would  no  doubt  do  his  best. 

22.  You  have  now  responsil)ib'ty  without  control? — It  is  greatly 
mixed  at  the  ))i'('sent  time,  more  so  than  l)efor('  when  I  was  purely 
veterinary  adviser  to  the  department. 

il'i.  I'he  ap])oinlmenl  of  a  fresh  vet(>rinar\-  surgeon  does  not  rest 
with  you,  but  is  done  really  l)y  the  Under  Secri'laiy?-  Yes. 

24.  It  is  in  his  power  to  override  your  recommendation  that  a 
certain  man  should  be  api)oinled '  -Yes,  but  h(>  would  not  be  lilcely 
to  do  tluit;  l)ut  I  liMve  to  get  his  formal  consent. 

25.  Who  is  responsible  for  the  veterinarv  surgeons — yourself 
or  the  Acricullural  Department  as  represented  by  the  Under  becre- 


6 

tary  ?  1  am  rehponsihlc  fur  I  he  (iii(j('tioii  of  tiie  work.  '1  here  is  no 
interference  in  that. 

26.  If  anything  went  wrong  you  would  be  to  blame? — Yes. 

2/.  Chairman.]  Whal  funds  are  there  at  your  disposal  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  work  of  your  branch^  To  what  extent  do  you 
control  the  expenditure  of  the  voles  for  your  branch  and  are  you 
salislied  with  (he  present  arrangements — .Since  the  new  arrange- 
ment 1  referred  to  there  are  certain  sums  of  money  authorised  for 
certain  work  which  1  have  been  granted  complete  control  of  so  long 
as  1  do  not  (exceed  what  is  voted  and  -I  do  not  spentl  more  than  a 
certain  amount  without  reference  to  the  Under  Secretary,  i  have 
to  a  large  extent  now  the  control  of  money  authorised  for  a  certain 
pai'ticular  work  in  connection  with  my  department.  That  is  a  con- 
siderabli'  advantage  over  the  previous  regulations.  There  is  a  little 
more  latitude  given  now  and  I  have  nothing  to  complain  of  in  that 
respect: 

28.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Do  you  nialce  up  the  estimates  for  your 
own  department? — Yes,  we  put  down  what  we  consider  necessary. 

29.  Are  your  estimates  accepted ; — Recently,  of  course,  there 
hat?  I)een  a  necessity  for  cutting  down  expenditure  which  we  can 
all  appreciate,  but  in  other  respects  they  generally  give  careful  con- 
sideration to  my  recommendations. 

ou.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  With  regarti  to  the  dismissal  of  any  veteri- 
nary surgeons,  is  that  done  by  you? — The  proper  way  would  be  for 
me  to  suspend  him. 

31.  You  have  that  right  ?— Yes,  I  would  suspend  him  and  report 
the  matter  to  the  Under  Secretary. 

32.  Have  you  complete  control  over  the  veterinary  surgeons? 
— Not  with  i-egard  to  their  salaries.  If  I  wanted  any  increase  given 
I  would  submit  it  on  the  estimates,  which  would  be  criticised  and 
the  increase  granted  or  not  as  the  case  may  be.  Eecently  the  altera- 
tion Uas  always  been  on  the  wrong  side. 

oo.  Mr.  Owen- Lewis.']  Couhl  you  send  a  man  away  from  Cape 
Town  to  a  certain  district  in  the  Colony  without  referring  to  the 
Under  Secretary  i — If  an  emergency  arose  I  could  send  a  man  and  I 
would  advise  the  Under  Secretary  that  I  had  done  so.  But  I  have 
complete  power  to  send  him. 

;)4.  .1/?'.  Uosthuisen.]  What  is  the  existing  method  of  distrilmting 
the  veterinary  surgeons  under  your  control?  Are  they  sent  to  the 
particular  places  where  the  disease  is  raging? — Of  course,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  men  stationed  first  of  all  at  the  ports  or  within 
easy  access  of  the  ports.  Then  we  try  to  arrange  to  place  them 
where  they  will  be  of  most  service  or  where  there  is  most  urgent 
WQQd  for  them.  It  might  be  that  a  man  is  stationed  in  one  district 
antl  there  is  urgent  worlv  for  him  in  another  district,  I  would 
arrange  to  send  him  to  the  uitter  place  temporarily  at  first,  and  if 
necessary  I  would  keep  him  {here.  But  we  have  too  few  officers 
to  enable  us  to  station  them  at  what  I  would  consider  desirable 
places.  At  the  present  time  I  have  not  a  veterinary  surgeon  in  the 
North-western  Districts  at  all.  I  have  one  in  Bechuanaland  and 
one  at  Aliwal  North,  also  one  at  Molteno  specially  to  investigate 
diseases  of  cattle,  and  he  is  doing  excellent  work,  because  there  is 
a  lot  of  local  interest  manifested  in  the  work,  and  he  is  being 
assisted  bv  the  farmers.  If  anv  particular  call  is  sent  from  a  dis- 
trict I  would  have  to  send  a  man  tnere,  but  I  have  too  few  men  alt<)- 
gether  to  be  able  to  apportion  them  as  I  consider  it  desirable  in  the 
general  interests  of  the  Colony. 
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35.  How  do  you  keei^  in  touch  with  these  men  i — Both  by  tele- 
graph, and  we  have  monthly  reports  of  what  they  are  doing.  We 
have  certain  forms  for  their  reports  drawn  up,  which  are  filied  up 
by  them. 

3ti.  Are  tliey  subject  to  any  inspection  by  you^ — When  1  have 
an  opportunity  and  there  is  anything  special  1  try  to  visit  the 
district. 

37.  Chairman.]  How  do  you  view  the  proposed  scheme  of  an 
Agricultural  Board  and  a  Council  to  advise  the  Government  in 
framing  estimates  and' the  expenditure  of  moneys  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment for  agricultural  purposes  ( — With  regard  to  a  Board  1  think 
the  difficulty  would  be  to  get  one  which  would  be  always  available 
\\ithout  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  to  be  able  to  give  advice  and  to  some 
extent  exercise  control  over  the  work  of  the  department.  It  would 
want  some  consideration  to  make  the  Board  both  efficient  and  not 
too  unwieldj^  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Board  suggested  would  be 
somewhat  too  large  and  yet  it  must  be  representative  in  order  to 
give  confidence. 

38.  If  you  want  an  efficient  Board  you  cannot  do  without  a 
large  number  of  members? — No,  you  want  it  to  be  representative, 
but  at  the  same  time  you  may  have  a  thoroughly  representative 
Board  without  too  large  a  number  of  men  on  it. 

39.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  information  with  regard 
to  other  countries  where  they  have  Agricultural  Boards  as  to 
whether  they  answer  or  not? — There  is  a  Board  of  Agriculture  in 
England  which,  as  it  were,  advises  the  Government.  I  am  not 
very  clearly  conversant  with  its  functions,  because  there  you  have 
representative  bodies  which  are  so  wide  awake  to  the  interests  of 
the  farming  community  that  they  generally  let  the  Government 
know  pretty  clearly  what  their  views  are  with  regard  to  all  agri- 
cultural matters.  Besides,  in  England  the  Government  does  not  to 
any  large  extent  interfere  except  it  be  in  the  administration  of  the 
Contagious  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts.  It  is  to  a  large  extent  left  to 
corporate  bodies  such  as  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society,  the  High- 
land Agricultural  Society  and  similar  bodies  to  carry  out  what  in 
a  new  country  like  this  has  to  be  done  by  Government.  So  a  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  England  could  hardly  be  placed  on  the  same  basis 
as  the  one  required  here. 

40.  Do  not  you  think  if  such  a  Board  were  instituted  here  as 
suggested  by  the  Government,  and  this  Board  were  to  come  more  in 
touch  with  the  farming  community,  it  would  give  more  satisfaction 
and  we  would  get  better  value  for  our  money? — Yes,  but  I  would 
have  the  Board  representative  in  character  rather  than  in  number. 
Of  course,  i  take  tiie  scheme  outlined  in  the  instructions  issued  to 
the  Commission,  and  I  think  if  you  have  a  large  number  of  repre- 
sentatives on  that  Board  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of  diversity  of 
opinion,  and  local  interests  might  have  a  certain  tendency  to  clash 
with  general  interests'  and  it  would  also  be  a  little  unwieldly  to 
work. 

41.  What  do  you  mean  by  having  it  represejitative  in  charac- 
ter?— You  would  select  men  from  the  farming  community  who 
would  be  really  re])resentative.  All  the  different  interests  of  agri- 
cultural and  i)astoral  life  should  be  represented  on  the  Board,  such 
as  cattle-farmers,  sheep-farmers,  horse-breeders,  etc.  Then  there  is 
all  the  (lirfcrent  sections  of  agriculture. 

42.  Do  you  think-  that  by  establishing  a  Board,  the  Govern- 
ment would  !)('  bettor  al)le  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  country? 


1  think  it  would  do  a  groat  deal  of  good  in  this  way :  It  would 
create  in  the  first  place  a  greater  interest  amongst  the  farmers  who 
would  to  a  greater  extent  study  recommendations  made  by  the 
Board  rather  than  they  would  those  of  the  officials  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  it  would  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Government  in 
carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Board,  because  backed  by 
the  Board's  advice  and  recommendations,  Parliament  and  the 
country  would  be  very  likely  to  adopt  these  recommendations 
rather  than  they  woukl  if  they  came  as  they  now  do  from  the 
olhcials  of  the  dei)artment  or  the  Minister  himself.  I  thiidv  it  would 
^strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  would  create  a 
greater  interest  in  the  subjects  under  discussion,  and  would  assist 
greatly  in  giving  effect  to  the  recommendations  made. 

43.  Uo  you  agree  with  so  many  people  who  say  that  this  coun- 
try has  very  rich  resources  which  are  still  undeveloped  (-—From  an 
agricultural  point  of  view  I  have  seen  a  great  deal  of  this  country, 
and  f  consider  it  is  capable  of  immense  development,  only  at  the 
present  time  some  of  the  richest  agricultural  areas  are  so  far  re- 
moved from  railway  centres  that  they  cannot  land  their  produce 
where  it  is  wanted  at  prices  which  would  pay  them  in  competition 
with  imported  articles.  Our  railway  system  has  been  commercial 
and  sometimes  political,  and  it  is  only  just  now  that  the  country  is 
waking  up  to  the  necessity  of  sending  railways  into  the  different 
agricultural  centres.  1' know  large  areas  of  this  country  which  are 
capable  of  producing  an  immense  amount  of  cereals,  but  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  farmers  to  devote  their  attention  to  it  because  it 
does  not  pay  them  to  convey  it  to  a  market. 

44.  You  will  admit  that  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  this  coun- 
try depends  on  the  welfare  find  prosperity  of  the  farming  com- 
inimity  !— There  is  no  doubt  that  we  must  have  as  it  were  a  healthy, 
comfortable  peo])le,  full  of  hope,  to  settle  on  the  land  and  develop 
its  resources. 

45.  Mr.  Abmhamson.}  You  are  not  only  head  of  the  Veterinary 
JJepartment  here  and  a  professional  veterinary  surgeon,  but  you 
have  been  a  practical  farmer  as  well? — In  my  early  days  I  worked 
on  a  farm. 

46.  You  have  a  general  knowledge  of  farming  work  ? — Yes. 

47.  You  said  the  permanent  head  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment should  be  a  man  who  is  conversant  with  farming  in  all  its 
branches? — Yes. 

48.  It  is  contemplated  with  regard  to  the  Board  that  the  Minis- 
ter should  be  President.  Do  you  think  that  the  Vice-President 
shoidd  be  the  permanent  head  "of  the  Agricultural  Department?— 
Yes;  he  should  be  the  permanent  officer,  because  you  would  want 
a  man  in  that  position  who  would  be  able  to  preserve  a  continuity 
of  purpose  and  policy ;  the  Minister  himself  is  liable  to  be  changed 
at  anv  time,  and  cannot  be  expected  to  be  familiar  with  its  details. 

49.  It  is  contemplated  in  our  instructions  that  the  Council  of 
Agriculture  should  consist  of  elected  members  to  be  nominated  by 
the  Divisional  Councils  of  the  different  districts.  Do  you  think 
that  would  be  a  good  way  of  getting  this  Councifof  Agriculture 
selected,  or  do  vou  think  it  should  be  rather  a  more  democratic 
body  to  be  elected  by  the  farmers  of  the  district  ?— I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  get  the  popular  vote,  because  the  Divisional  Council 
members  may  be  elected  before  this  question  is  brought  up,  hence 
their  views  on  this  subject  could  not  be  ascertained.  In  a  matter 
of  iJiis  kind  you  should  take  the  vote  of  the  people  as  far  as  it  can 
be  obtained. 


50.  You  think  the  Board  as  contemplated  in  these  instructions 
rattier  large,  and  \'ou  wouiu  prefer  a  smaller  Board; — Yes.  I  un- 
derstand the  Gove'i'nment  will  nominate  one-third  of  the  members, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  the  Government  of  the  day  would  select  men 
who  would  be  truly  representative  of  the  dift'erent  interest,s  con- 
cerned and  the  remainder  would  be  representative  of  the  voice  of 
the  country. 

51.  M7'.  Blaine.]  It  is  suggested  that  financial  assistance  might 
be  granted  to  the  agricultural  population  by  the  grant  of  loans  to 
the  Divisional  Councils  on  the  security  of  rates.  As  the  Divisional 
Councils  are  at  present  constituted  the}'  exist  solely  for  road  pur- 
poses. Would  not  the  Boards  and  the  Divisional  Councils  clash? 
Could  the  two  work  in  the  same  district  ? — You  would  empower 
your  Councils  to  borrow  monej*  on  uie  rates,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  a  Divisional  Council,  as  well  as  a  Municipal  Council,  should 
not  be  able  to  do  these'  things. 

52.  As  the  Divisional  Councils  are  at  present  constituted  they 
are  solely  for  road  purposes  I — As  the  alteration  in  the  duties  of  the 
Council  will  affect  the  election  of  members,  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  members  would  be  qualified  to  look  after  the  financial 
side  of  the  enterprises  which  the  Council  would  require  to  under- 
take would  have  to  be  considered  during  their  election.  I  do  not 
see  why  if  under  proper  control  the  Divisional  Council  should  not 
be  authorised  to  undertake  any  work  in  the  district. 

53.  If  those  are  your  views,  why  have  an  Agricultural  Council 
ai  all? — I  think  that  so  far  as  I  understand  it  the  Divisional  Coun- 
cil would  not  have  the  individual  initiative  of  any  comprehensive 
work.  Your  Advisory  Board  would  first  decide  whether  certain 
works  of  a  public  character,  and  for  the  public  good,  were  to  be 
carried  out  in  the  district.  I  do  not  think  the  Divisional  Council 
could  be  authorised  to  initiate  a  work  without  the  authority  and 
recommendation  of  the  Board  as  proposed.  They  would  merely 
see  to  the  carrying  out  of  it. 

54.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  If  the  department  is  re-organised  you  are 
in  favour  of  a  Vice-President  of  the  Board  being  appointed? — Yes; 
and  1  would  have  the  permanent  officer,  the  Under  Secretary,  in 
that  office,  because  the  Minister  who  has  to  be  responsible  for 
giving  effect  to  the  advice  and  recommendations  of  the  Board  would 
require  to  have  a  man  at  his  elbow  whom  he  could  rely  upon  to 
keep  him  in  close  touch  with  all  that  had  been  agreeil  upon,  and 
enable  him  to  maintain  a  continuous  policy. 

55.  You  think  that  if  it  is  possible  to  create  a  Board  of  practiciil 
and  experienced  men  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  country? 
—Yes. 

56.  And  you  believe  this  Board  should  be  partly  elected  and 
partly  nominated  '. — Yes. 

57.  How  long  would  you  suggest  the  members  should  be  elected 
for? — The  Government's  recommendation  is  three  years,  and  I 
think  that  a  good,  fair  period  to  enable  them  to  devise  a  policy. 
These  men  \^«uld  aii  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

58.  Mr.  Rogers. \  Am  I  to  understand  that  you  are  in  favour  of 
the  establishment  of  an  Agricultural  Board  and  also  an  Agricul- 
tural Council? — I  am  satisfied  that  a  Board  however  elected  would 
do  an  immense  amount  of  good  for  the  reason  that  hitherto  it  has 
been  a  most  (lillicult  matter  for  the  Agricultural  Department — it 
may  be  the  fault  of  the  department — but  it  has  been  a  most  difficult 
matter  to  get   Ihf  farming  community  to  heartily  carry  out  any- 


thing  placed  on  the  Statulc  Book,  or  suggested  by  the  department, 
I  mniK,  therefore,  that  the  Board  would  do  an  immense  amount  of 
good  in  creating  a  wider  interest  amongst  the  farmers,  and  it  would 
give  greater  weight  to  any  recommendations  made  if  supported  l»\' 
this  Board. 

59.  Do  you  think  the  country  is  ripe  for  such  innovations,  this 
being  such  a  sparsely  populated  country? — I  think  the  Board 
would  be  educative  and  not  nu3rely  advisory.  The  reports  of  their 
dehuerations  would  create  great  interest,  and  I  think  that  they  will 
set  farmers  both  reading  and  thinking. 

oO.  You  have  no  idea  of  the  expense  to  be  entailed  upon  the 
country  by  the  formation  of  these  Councils  and  Boards  ?-  That 
coula  be  partly  estimated.  Your  v^ouncil  w'ould,  1  take  i1,  be  a 
popular  elected  body  without  pay;  but  your  Board  would  havu  to 
be  remunerated. 

61.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Do  you  approve  of  the  idea  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  being  elected  l)y  the  Council  of  Agriculture? — I  do  not 
know  whether  that  would  l)e  the  best  system,  but  I  think  it  is  the 
safest.     You  Avant  it  to  be  representative. 

62.  Do  you  think  you  would  get  a  representative  body  to  form 
tho  Board  if  it  be  elected  l)y  the  Council? — Yes.  One-third  of  the 
ircmbers  are  to  be  nominated  by  Government.  And  I  think  that 
if  good  men  are  elected — they  need  not  be  experts — but  men  who 
wouiv_i  be  able  to  give  reliable  information  upon  every  point  that 
comes  up,  then  I  think  j'^our  representative  body  would  be  safer  and 
more  popular  if  chosen  by  the  vote  of  the  people. 

6J}.  You  think  the  best  way  is  by  selection  Ijy  the  members  of 
tho  Agricultural  CounciU — They  might  not  seleclj  all  the  best  men, 
a  man  like  yourself  might  choose  better,  Ijut  1  think  it  would  l)e  the 
safest  and  most  popular  method  of  election  and,  therefore,  it  would 
have  the  most  influence. 

64.  What  W'Ould  you  consider  a  good  working  number  of  mem- 
bers to  constitute  such  a  Board?  You  consider  twenty-seven  would 
bo  rather  cumbersone? — I  calculated  more  than  that.  The  ditli- 
ciilty  would  be  in  getting  them  assembled  which  would  i)rove  ex- 
pensive and  troublesome  when  you  have  a  large  nundjer  coming 
from  all  over  the  country.  That  is  the  only  drawback  to  having  a 
large  number  of  members.  I  would  be  in  favour  as  far  as  possible 
of  members  being  reduced  to  a  working  number,  still  you  require 
to  some  extent  to  represent  the  popular  mind. 

65.  Possibly  you  might  have  in  your  mind  some  other  scheme 
of  representation  that  representatives  from  the  present  circles  as 
arranged  for  the  election  of  members  for  the  Legislative  Council. 
Perhaps  a  smaller  numl)er  of  areas? — My  idea  is  that  you  sliould 
have  good  representative  men  who  would  represent  all  the  various 
types  of  the  farming  interest. 

66.  Do  you  think  the  circles  as  at  present  constituted  would 
be  the  best  way? — Yes. 

67.  And  you  think  the  suggested  idea  of  two  representatives 
from  each  circle  would  make  the  Council  rather  unwieldy?  Sup- 
pose there  were  only  one  representative  from  each  circle? — 1  think 
if  your  selection  is  well  made  the  limited  number  would  do  the 
greatest  amount  of  work. 

68.  With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a  Vice-President.  Y'ou 
think  he  should  be  a  ]jermanent  officer? — I  would  like  this  to  be 
made  clear.  If  the  Minister  is  President  of  the  Board  I  say  that  he 
must,  and  should  have,  a  permanent  officer  to  advise  him  in  carry- 
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ing  out.  the  wishes  of  the  Board.     But  the  Vice-President  need  not 
necessarily  be  the  permanent  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department. 

69.  What  I  wish  to  get  at  is  this,  that  if  the  Vice-President  is 
the  permanent  officer  what  relations  would  exist  between  himself 
and  the  Minister,  supposing  there  were  a  dilTerence  of  opinion  f— 
His  duty  would  be  to  support  the  Ministers  policy  whatever  his 
private  opinions  may  be,  as  the  -Minister  is  responsible  for  his 
policy— the  Vice-President  is  not. 

70.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  think  that  the  Vice-President, 
assuming  that  he  is  a  good  man,  would  be  a  better  man  to  preside 
over  the  Agricultural  Board  than  the  Minister  for  Agriculture — the 
Vice-President  being  a  permanent  officer  and  outside  of  politics?— 
'J'he  permanent  head  I  refer  to  would  be  the  man  who  would  really 
be  the  adviser  of  the  Board  as  well  as  of  the  Minister.  He  would 
be  quit«  qualified,  of  course,  to  preside  at  the  Board,  but  it  might 
not  be  so  convenient  for  him  to  give  expression  to  his  opinions  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board  if  he  were  at  the  same  time  the  permanent 
head  of  the  department.  But  I  say  it  is  not  necessary  that  your 
Vice-President  should  be  the  permanent  head  of  the  department. 
I  say  the  Minister  must  have  a  reliable  official  to  guide  him  in 
carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  Board,  and  this  man  should  be  con- 
versant with  everything  relative  to  all  the  different  branches  of 
agriculture.  You  may  have  a  Vice-President  of  the  Board  quite 
apart  from  this  man,*^  but  the  Minister  requires  a  good,  qualified 
man  to  guide  him.  There  are  a  numl^er  of  questions  which  might 
be  raised  which  members  individually  might  not  be  aware  of,  but 
this  permanent  head  having  all  the  correspondence  and  all  the 
statistical  and  other  information,  would  be  i\h\e  to  guide  and  help 
in  the  deliberations  of'tiie  Board  better  than  another  man 

71.  Chairman.]  Your  idea  is  that  the  Minister  for  Agriculture 
should  be  the  head  of  that  Agricultural  Board? — Yes,  and  his  per- 
manent olhcial  should  be  there  to  guide  and  advise  him. 

72.  But  all  the  responsibility  would  be  taken  by  the  Minister? 
— Yes,  he  would  be  responsible  to  Parliament  for  the  carrying  out 
of  the  works. 

73.  You  would  not  like  to  relieve  the  Minister  for  Agriculture 
of  any  responsibility? — No,  because  the  Cabinet  would  he  respon- 
sible for  the  general  policy — even  although  recommended  by  the 
Board— and  the  Minister  would  really  represent  the  Cabinet. 

74.  Mr.  .ihrahamson.]  In  ihe  instructions  issued  to  the  Commis- 
sion the  duties  of  the  Council  of  Agi'iculture  are  defined  as  follows: 
(1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  country,  and  (2)  To  consider  and  report  to  the  Board  of  Agricul 
ture  upon  schemes  submitted  to  them.  Do  you  think  the}  should 
have  any  other  duties  besides  these? — I  think  the  Council  might 
have  its  annual  or  In-annual  meetings  and  discuss  the  policy  to  be 
pursued  from  a  wide  point  of  view,  and  tlien  forward  the  resolu- 
tions arrived  at  on  to  the  Board.  A  very  good  time  for  their  meet- 
ing would  be  just  before  the  session  of  Parliament,  so  (liat  the 
wish(>s  of  the  country  as  given  ex])ression  to  l)y  the  Council  might 
he  considered  by  Parliament. 

7.").  'I'hcn  in  our  instructions  it  goes  on  to  say  tliat  the  functions 
<it  Ihe  Board  of  Agriculture  should  be  to  control  the  ex{)enditure  of 
;ill  moneys  provided  by  Parliament  for  agricultural  purposes? — I 
lake  it  tlu^  Minister  and  Cabinet  would  have  to  be  consulted  in  the 
ex))enditure.  The  Minister  would  have  to  be  advised  what  schemes 
shoulfl  l)e  undertaken,  but  he  would  be  responsible  for  carrying 
them  out. 
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76.  You  do  not  think  the  Board  should  have  absolute  control? 
— No,  the  Minister  would  to  Home  extent  be  responsible  to  the 
Board,  ilie  latter  would  represent  to  the  Minister  the  policy  wliieli 
they  wish  him  to  carry  out  and  the  amount  of  money  he  is  to  spend, 
but  he,  as  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  would  have  to  be  responsible 
for  carrying  it  out. 

I  (.  1/r.  Blaivi'.j  But  the  functions  of  the  Board  would  ije  to  con- 
trol the  expenditure? — I  do  not  see  how  that  is  going  to  l)e.  The 
Board  is  merely  advisory,  and  no  doubt  it  would  control  the  ex- 
penditure in  a  way,  but  it  would  do  so  by  expressing  an  opinion  of 
whal  should  be  sjient  on  this  work  and  what  on  that,  and  whether 
it  is  desirable  to  spend  money,  and  what  amount.  The  Minister, 
as  representing  the  Cabinet,  must  of  necessity  be  the  man  who  con- 
trols the  expenditure.  You  can  turn  the  Ministry  out,  as  they  must 
possess  the  confidence  of  the  country  as  well  as  of  the  Board  before 
they  can  carry  out  (he  o])eratioiis;  the  Board  is  elected  lor  a  certain 
term,  and  independent. 

78.  iUr.  (Jwen-Lewis.j  How  would  it  do  for  l*arliament  to  vote 
HO  much  money  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  this  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture for  them  to  decide  as  to  how  it  should  Ije  expended? — 1 
think  that  Parliament  would  hardly  delegate  that  duty  to  a  Board. 
They  would  like,  no  doubt,  to  have  "the  indication  as  to  the  expendi- 
ture. Any  measures  brought  before  Parliament  by  the  Minister 
for  Agriculture  would  have  the  sanction  of  this  Board,  and  would 
in  consequence  receive  favoural)le  consideration  from  the  House, 
but  1  think  Parliament  would  want  to  give  expression  to  its  opinion 
as  to  the  expenditure,  it  would  not  like  to  delegate  its  powers  in 
that  respect.  Parliamenl  would  insist,  I  feel  sure,  on  exercising 
its  functions.  But  the  Minister  would  have  the  sup{)ort  of  this 
Board  and  its  recommendations.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  the  Board,  Ijy 
being  consultative  and  advisory,  backs  the  bill  of  the  Minister,  but 
the  Cabinet  and  Parliament  are  really  the  responsible  jjarties. 

79.  Supposing  Parliament  did  delegate  these  duties  as  is  done 
in  Ireland  where  Parliament  voted  £200,000  as  capital  and  £166,000 
a  year  for  agriculture,  and  the  expenditure  of  this  money 
was  left  absolutely  in  the  hantls  of  the  department  dealing  wun 
agriculture.  Parliament  voted  the  money,  but  left  the  spending 
of  it  to  the  department  under  the  control  of  the  Board '. — 
Yes,  but  legislation  in  Ireland  in  regard  to  agricultural  matters  is 
far  ahead  of  any  other  country.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  so  much 
here  because  yaur  Board  is  a  Board  both  that  is  consultative  and 
advisory  to  the  Minister,  and  gives  strong  expression  to  its  opinion, 
and  no  Minister  with  such  a  l)ody  behind  him  would  go  contrary  (o 
its  wishes.  There  is  no  reason  why  your  Board  should  not  be  inde- 
pendent of  Parliament,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  likely  to  give 
satisfaction,  and  T  think  Parliament  should  have  a  voice  in  such 
matters. 

80.  Y'ou  thinlv  the  representatives  of  the  urban  districts  in  Par- 
liament should  have  the  direction  to  a  great  extent  of  the  way  in 
which  money  is  to  be  speid  which  is  voted  for  agricultural  i)ur- 
poses? — Y'ou  would  place  before  Parliament  the  reconunendafions 
of  the  Board,  and  no  Minister  would  go  contrary  to  that  if  the 
Board  is  established  on  the  lines  as  indicated;  but  in  this  countiy 
I  think  Parliament  would  like  to  have  a  voice  in  the  ex])enditure. 

81.  Mr.  Abmhrmson.]  Y^ou  think  that  Parliament  would  not  like 
to  vote  a  lump  sum  for  the  use  of  the  Agricultural  Department  but 
would  like  to  have  a  voice  in  the  details  of  the  measures  so  as  to 
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have  a  voice  in  the  voting  of  particular  sums  of  money  for  parti- 
cular purposes  ? — 1  think  a  certain  amount  should  be  apportioned. 
Say,  for  instance,  you  want  an  irrigation  scheme  in  a  certain  dis- 
trict, you  woukl  indicate  a  certain  sum  that  should  be  spent  on 
that  and  not  tie  the  Board  down  to  details. 

82.  As  the  estimates  come  before  the  House  at  the  present  time 
every  item  has  to  be  passed  by  Parliament.  Now,  do  you  think 
that  that  is  the  best  way  of  giving  the  funds  to  such  a  Board  as  we 
contemplate,  or  do  you  think  it  would  be  best  to  have  a  lump  sum 
under  uifierent  heads? — 1  think  the  latter  plan  would  be  the  most 
satisfactory^ 

83.  Mr.  Blame.]  With  regard  to  the  nine  members  who  are  to  be 
nominated  by  Uovernment,  would  the  Government  have  no  limita- 
tions as  to  how  to  appoint  these  men  and  where  from? — That  would 
have  to  be  left  to  the  Minister. 

84.  Would  you  leave  that  entirely  to  the  Minister? — Yes,  I 
think  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  Board  as  well  as  of  the 
Minister,  that  men  capable  of  giving  reliable  information  on  the 
various  subjects  likely  to  come  up,  should  be  placed  on  that  Board. 
1  do  not  mean  experts,  but  men  on  whom  the  Minister  and  mem- 
bers could  rely  for  correct  information. 

85.  Mr.  (Mven-Leivis.]  You  would  not  tie  the  Minister  down  to 
appoint  so  many  from  the  western  Province  and  so  many  from  the 
Eastern  Province? — I  would  leave  the  selection  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Minister. 

86.  Mr.  Riibidye.]  You  were  in  favour  of  having  only  nine  mem- 
bers on  the  Board  instead  of  eighteen,  would  you  not  also  reduce 
the  Government  nominees? — Yes,  down  to  five. 

87.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  There  are  in  existence  at  the  present  time 
Farmers'  Associations  and  Horticultural  Boards.  Do  not  you  think 
that  they  in  any  way  answer  the  purj^ose  that  we  are  contempla- 
ting?— Yes  in  a  waj^;  but  this  Board  would  have  executive  power 
which  thf  other  bodies  have  not.  They  send  their  recommenda- 
tions to  the  Government,  and,  I  have  no  douljt,  they  are  considered 
by  the  Minister,  but  they  luive  no  machinery  at  their  disposal  to 
give  effect  to  them.  Noa\  there  would  still  be  an  advantage  in 
liaving  all  these  different  societies  throughout  the  country,  as  they 

jive  information  on  many  points. 

88.  You  said  that  you  are  in  favour  of  Parliament  voting  lump 
sums  for  ])avticular  puri)oses,  and  the  expenditui'e  and  control  of 
these  lump  sums  should,  you  say,  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  alliance  with  the  Minister? — Yes. 


AFTERNOON  SITTIJNG. 

Mr.   William  Hammond  TooJce,  examined. 

89.  Chairman.]  You  are  in  Government  employ? — I  am. 

90.  What  is  your  position  '.—  I  am  Assistant  Under  Secretary  for 
Agi'icidtmc  and  AccoiuiUng  Oilicer.  At  present  1  am  Acting  Under 
Secretary. 

91.  ilow  long  have  you  been  in  that  Depaitment  ?  1  Joined  the 
Crown  Eands  Ollice  in  1882,  to  which  th(>  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture was  the  successor  on  re-organization. 

92.  You  know  the  o1)jects  of  this  Commission? — Yes.  I  thinlc  it 
is  st-atcd  fullv  in  the  Government  Notice. 
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93.  And  you  know  the  su])jec1s  upon  which  you  are  to  f^ivc 
evidence? — I  was  told  it  would  be  on  the  question  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  and  Board  of  Afjrioullui'c. 

94.  Will  y(Hi  give  us  some  inlorniatiun  willi  regard  to  a  Board 
of  ^Agriculture? — ^Mr.  Fuller  gave  me  some  particulars  for  a  letter 
of  instructions,  which,  however,  I  did  not  carry  out.  I  drafted  a 
memorandiiin  a  short  one— on  these  particulars,  which  I  might 
perhaps  read  and  put  in. 

[Witness  read  and  put  in  meniorandnni]  as  follows:  — 
The  Secretary. 

In  framing  a  letter  of  instructions  on  the  lines  proposed  in  the 
annexed  memo.,  it  would  seem  desirable  (o  define  more  clearly  the 
functions  of  the  Agricultural  Council. 

Although  these  proposals  are  evidently  thrown  out  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Commission,  still  their  publication  will  l)e  taken 
as  an  expression  of  the  views  of  the  Government,  and  as  such,  are 
sure  to  elicit  objections  and  critical  remarks. 

It  might  perhaps  be  usefid  to  endeavour  to  anticipate  what 
some  of  these  criticisms  are  likely  to  be.  I  take  it  they  will  be  some- 
what on  the  following  lines: — 

(1)  Council  of  Agriculture.    If  purely  electoral  is  the  necessity 

fully  established?  Why  should  not  the  Divisional  Councils 
of  each  electoral  circle  elect  their  members  direct — ballot 
to  be  taken  before  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  each  district 
and  the  votes  counted  in  Cape  Town. 

(2)  If  the  functions  are  legislative  the  services  of  the  Congress 

of  nearly  120  members  will  ])e  protracted  and  expensive. 
Besides,  there  will  be  practically  two  legislative  bodies  in 
the  field  discussing  the  same  matters,  as  it  is  not  proposed 
to  exclude  from  Parliament  all  consideration  of  agricul- 
tural affairs. 

There  would  also  be  two  Ministries,  the  one  Ministry  being 
practically  able  to  override  the  action  of  the  other  by  veto- 
ing any  expenditure  made  ))y  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

(:i)  This  second  Ministry  is  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  If  it  is 
allowed  to  veto  departmental  expenditure  and  to  appro 
jjriate  the  revenue  derived  from  the  Agricultural  Votes  to 
schemes  approved  of  by  the  Board,  it  is  toleral)ly  clear  tl.ai 
the  Board  is  not  purely  advisory  but  has  considerable 
legislative  functions.  By  this  I  mean,  of  course,  not  its 
power  to  pass  Acts  an.d  issue  Proclamations,  but  to  pass 
resolutions  of  a  directing  and  even  imperative  nature,  im- 
posing an  agricultural  policy  which  might  strengthen  or 
embarrass  the  Minister.  It  is  not  clear,  however,  who  is 
to  handle  the  moneys  raised  by  the  Divisional  Councils, 
whether  the  Divisional  Councils  themselves,  the  Council, 
or  the  Board. 

But  its  powers  would  go  beyond  legislation  and  partake  of  an 
administrative  character,  .seeing  that  it  has  ])ower  to  devisi' 
schemes  and  apply  funds  for  carrying  them  out.  This  be- 
ing so,  it  seems  ditficult  to  see  how  the  Minister  would  re- 
tain his  responsibility  to  Parliament  in  a  large  class  of 
matters  affecting  agricidtural  policy. 

As  an  administrative  body  the  Board  will  be  far  too  large, 
as  it  is  well  known  that  administi*ative  bodies,  to  be  effec- 
tive, must  be  restricted  to  as  few  members  as  possible. 
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It  might  usefully  allocate  among  Farmers'  Co-operative  Asso- 
ciations, Irrigation  Boards,  Agricultural  Societies,  etc.,  etc., 
the  moneys  voted  by  Parliament  or  levied  for  the  proposed 
Agricultural  Votes  as  grants  in  aid,  but  for  this  purpose  a 
Board  of  27  members  seems  unnecessarily  large. 

(4)  It  will,  of  course,  be  understood  that  these  remarks  are  not 
offered  in  any  spirit  hostile  to  the  proposal,  but  I  conceive 
it  my  duty — in  view  of  the  position  I  hold — to  point  out  to 
the  Minister,  to  the  best  of  my  jwor  judgment,  any  defects 
which  appear  to  me,  and  which,  of  course,  may  be  only 
apparent  and  in  any  case  could  be  easily  obviated. 

95.  Does  the  Agricultural  Department,  in  your  opinion,  ade- 
quately fulfil  all  its  objects.  If  not,  have  you  any  suggestions  to 
offer  to  attain  that  end?— I  think  the  Dejjartment  in  its  functions 
is  properly  constituted  on  lines  which  should  enable  it  to  fulfil  all 
its  objects,  and  I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  with  a  view  to  en- 
tirely reorganizing  or  reconstructing  the  Department.  I  certainly 
think  in  matters  of  detail  a  very  great  improvement  could  be  made 
in  so  far  as  regards  decentralization  and  the  allotting  of  definite 
duties  to  definite  officers  of  the  Department  without  ^viping  out  the 
whole  Department  and  constructing  a  fresh  one  under  an  entirely 
new  organization. 

96.  Mr.  Abrakamson.]  You  say  you  think  the  Department  fulfils 
adequately  all  its  objects  ? — No,  I  would  not  like  to  say  it  fulfils 
adequately  all  its  objects.  I  think,  however,  the  machinery  is 
adequate. 

97.  First,  we  should  like  to  know  what  the  system  of  admin- 
istration in  the  Department  really  is?  You  are  the  permanent 
h^ad  ?— Yes,  I — as  Under  Secretar>^ — am  the  permanent  head,  re- 
j>resenting  the  Minister — a  sort  of  general  manager  of  the  Minister. 

98.  Then,  the  machinery  of  the  Department — as  administered 
— is  directed  by  him? — Yes,  he  takes  the  instructions  of  the  Minis- 
ter, and  sees  that  they  are  carried  out  through  the  proper  officials. 

99.  And  every  head  of  the  different  departments  is  responsible 
to  him  ? — To  the  Minister. 

100.  Through  him? — Yes,  through  him. 

101.  And  he  directs? — Yes.  I  may  fui'ther  state  that  the  per- 
manent head  represents  the  continuity  of  the  Department.  Minis- 
ters are  frequently  changing,  but  the  continuous  and  traditional 
policy  is  preserved  in  the  hands  of  the  permanent  head. 

102.  And  the  heads  of  the  various  sul)-departments  are  directed 
V)y  the  permanent  head? — Not  necessarily.  Instructions  are  usually 
conveyed  to  the  heads  of  the  various  departments  through  the  per- 
manent head.  But,  of  course,  the  Minister  can,  and  sometimes  does, 
instruct  the  various  officials  direct. 

103.  He  may,  for  example,  instruct  the  scientific  branch,  the 
veterinary  branch,  or  any  other  branch  direct? — Yes. 

104.  The  responsibility  for  the  execution  of  any  policy  that  niav 
be  decided  upon,  would  that  be  contracted  by  the  i)ermanent  head, 
although  it  had  not  come  direct  to  him  from  the  Minister?-  The 
heads  r)f  the  sub-dej)artments  would,  of  course,  be  responsible  for 
efficinetl>-  earning  out  the  instructions  given  to  them  l)v  the 
Minister. 

105.  Let  us  take  a  concrete  case.  Suppose,  for  exam])le,  (here 
is  something  to  l)e  done  by  Dr.  Hutcheon.  Now,  would  he  aej  his 
instructions  from  the  permanent  head? — Fither  throuah  the  Minis- 
ter or  tlie  permanent  head,  but  Hie  permanent  head  "would  know 
of  I  he  instructions  being  given. 
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106.  And  the  permanent  head  would  be  judge  whether  these 
things  were  necessary  1 — Not  necessarily.  The  Minister  would  be 
(ho  judge. 

107.  You  see  what  we  want  to  get  at  isi  Do  you  think  that  the 
pennanent  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department  should  be  one 
who  is  at)le  to  direct  the  different  branches  of  the  Department  ?— 
The  instructions  that  are  given  in  any  pai'ticular  wori<  are  gener- 
ally based  upon  the  advice  given  by  the  scientific  head  of  the  sub- 
dej)artments  concerned.  The  instructions  are  given  upon  his 
advice,  and,  therefore,  if  in  carrying  out  this  policy,  it  doesnot 
prove  to  l)e  successful,  of  course,  a  certain  measure  of  responsibility 
W'Ould  fall  on  the  officer  who  gave  that  advice. 

108.  The  permanent  head  gives  an  order  to  the  head  of  the 
D(!partment,  after  he  has  asked  his  advice,  for  a  certain  work  to  be 
carried  out,  and  it  would  be  left  to  the  responsible  officer — the  per- 
manent head — to  l<now^  whether  it  had  been  done  ])roijerly? — Yes, 
and  call  the  officer  to  account  if  it  was  not  done. 

109.  Or  if  it  was  not  done  properly?— He  would  then  make  re- 
presentation to  the  Minister. 

110.  Is  the  present  permanent  head  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment al^le  adequately  to  judge  whether  the  heads  of  the  various 
Departments  are  properly  jierforming  the  duties  of  their  particular 
Departments? — I  think  he  can  judge  by  the  results  in  the  same  way 
as  the  Minister  can. 

111.  Yes,  but  the  Minister  is  responsible  to  Parliament,  he  is  a 
shifting  officer  with,  perhaps,  no  particular  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject, but  the  head  of  the  Department  is  the  officer  of  the  Minister, 
and  should  he  not  be  someone  who  has  a  sufficient  and  adequate 
knowledge  to  enable  him  to  judge  whether  the  duties  performed 
by  the  heads  of  the  different  Departments  are  adequately  done  ? — 
Yes,  certainly  !  But  such  a  man  need  not  be  proficient  in  each 
branch  with  which  he  deals,  that  is  to  say,  he  need  not  have  a 
specialist's  knowledge  of  the  work  of  every  Department,  and  I  say 
it  would  be  impossible  to  get  any  man  to  fulfil  all  such  conditions. 
If  a  man  has  a  wide  general  knowiedge,  liberal  education  and  busi- 
ness capacity,  he  must  be  able  to  appreciate  the  effect  of  the  advice 
given  by  the  specialist  in  that  particular  Department. 

112.  Then  \'ou  think  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  have 
such  a  knowledge  as  I  have  mentioned? — It  wotdd  not  be  necessary 
for  the  permanent  head  to  be  a  specialist. 

113.  Do  you  think  that  he  should  be  a  person  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  farming — especially  the  scientific  heads  of  farm- 
ing— in  order  to  he  able  to  judge  wiiether  the  work  of  the  difterent 
Departments  has  been  efficiently  performed  or  not,  or  do  vou  think 
that  any  people  with  ordinary  intelligence  would  ho  able  to  judge? 
— It  is  not  that  we  would  be  working  a  farm,  we  are  running  a 
Department,  and  I  think  that  any  person  with  a  good  liberal  educa- 
tion, long  experience,  administrative  capacity,  and  knowledge  of 
affairs,  would  be  qualified  to  form  an  opinion  in  that  way. 

114.  Then,  I  take  it,  that  as  the  Agricultuarl  Department  is  run 
at  present,  you  do  not  think  it  could  be  improved  upon,  as  regards 
its  permanent  head? — I  think  the  permanent  head  should  not  be 
a  specialist,  but  an  officer  of  experience,  good  education,  and  culture, 
and  administrative  ability. 

115.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  possibility  to  sever  the  clerical 
work  of  the  Department  from  its  professional  work? — It  is  rather 
difficult  to  answer  that  question,  because  there  is  a  certain  amount 
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of  professional  work  to  which  little  clerical  work  is  attached.  But 
where  the  professional  work  entails  a  certain  amount  of  executive 
work,  as,  for  example,  the  office  of  Chief  Inspector  of  Sheep,  un- 
doubtedly he  should  have  his  own  clerical  staff.  But,  in  other 
cases,  where  we  merely  take  the  advice  of  an  officer  who  has  no 
executive  duties,  then  the  clerical  work  would  be  trifling.  Of 
course,  where  the  head  of  a  Department  had  both  professional  and 
executive  duties  to  perform,  he  would  have  a  clerical  staff  to  carry 
out  his  executive  duties.  For  instance,  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  has 
to  control  his  staff  of  veterinary  surgeons. 

116.  But  is  that  done  at  the  present  time? — Yes,  now  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  It  is  rather  an  innovation.  We  have  lately  been  intro- 
ducing decentralization  into  the  Department. 

117.  You  think,  then,  decentralization  would  be  a  good  thing? 
— Decidedly,  but  it  must  be  done  gradually,  it  must  not  be  hurried. 

118.  Still  you  think  decentralization,  in  making  each  Depart- 
ment self-contained,  would  be  a  good  thing?  It  is  not  the  case  at 
present? — Yes,  it  is  partially.  But  you  cannot  apply  it  to  all  Depart- 
ments. There  is  the  case,  for  example,  of  the  Entomologist.  He  la 
generally  employed  on  scientific  duties.  He  gives  advice  and  car- 
ries out  scientific  research,  but  has  few  executive  duties  to  carr^^ 
out. 

119.  But  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing,  where  it  is  possible, 
to  do  it? — ^Yes,  but  you  would  not  carrv  it  out  in  his  case.  The 
Forestry  Department,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  very  large  executive 
Department,  which  has  a  very  numerous  staff,  and  it  is  done  in 
that  case. 

120.  And  the  Accounting  Department? — Of  course,  they  control 
the  expenditure  of  the  other  Departments. 

121.  And  that  is  a  thing  apart? — Yes,  quite  apart.  These  sub- 
departments  have  to  render  accounts  of  whatever  expenditure  they 
have  incurred,  and  thev  have  to  have  officers  who  have  some  know- 
ledge of  accounts.  That  is  particularly  the  case  in  the  Forestry 
Department. 

122.  Now,  when  an  order  is  given  to  the  head  of  a  Department, 
say  to  the  Viticulturist,  or  the  Veterinary  Surgeon,  that  order,  we 

take  it,   comes   to  your   office   from   where ? — From   the 

Minister. 

123.  And  then  from  you  it  goes  to ? — To  the  person 

who  has  to  carry  it  out. 

124.  And  whom  does  he  repoi-t   to  ? — He   reports   through    the 
V Under  SecretaiT,  but  he  reports  to  the  Minister. 

125.  So  that  he  is  in  direct  communication? — Yes,  but,  of  course, 
the  Minister  and  the  permanent  head  cannot  be  dissociated.  They 
are  really  two  sides  of  the  same  man. 

126.  Mr.  Oiven- Lewis.']  The  two  permanent  heads  of  the  Depart- 
ment are  Mr.  Currey  and  yourself?— Yes,  T  am  the  Assistant  Under 
Secretary. 

127.  And  neither  of  you  have  had  any  practical  experience  of 
farminc  in  this  countiy?-^No,  neither  T  nor  Mr.  Currey, 

12H.  But  you  are  responsi])le  for  the  maintenance  of  the  con 
tinuifv  of  the  agricultural  policy  of  the  Department? — Yes. 

129.  Mr.  Oo.tthin'.'ipji.']  Now,  with  regard  to  irrigation,  which  is 
really  an  agricidtMrnl  subject,  is  that  in  vonr  DepjirtmontV  No,  it 
is  not. 

130.  Now,  don't  you  think  that  a  verv  importani  point,  and  that 
the  Agricidfiiral  Department  does  not  fulfil  all  its  functions  in  that 
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respect?^!  consider  the  Dcpartmeiil  is  so  coiistiluied  that  it  is  in 
a  position  lo  cany  out  all  its  functions,  lull  that  it  can  be,  very 
much  inipi'oved  by  judicious  alterations  in  details.  I  don't  sav  it 
is  i)erfect;   1  think,  certainly,  it  niiyht  do  more  than  it  does. 

loi.  C7/7.'/j-m«7i.  I  Is  your  l)e))arfmenl  brought  inio  close  louch 
with  llie  fa rmi no'  community  of  Ihc  Colony,'  and  lo  wlial  exlenl 
{h)es  it  assist,  or  influence  any  branch  of  a.ui'icullure,  and  in  whal 
p>articular  way  ?— That  is  a  very  difficult  ({uestion  lo  answer  off- 
hand. We  do,  of  course,  come  into  contact  with  the  fai-min<.(  ])opu- 
laiion.  Ihil,  !  Ihink,  we  might  be  in  closer  contact.  I  am  myself 
in  favour  of  the  Under  Secretary  going  once  every  year  to  some  of 
the  country  districts  in  turn,  in  order  that  he  may"  come  into  per- 
sonal contact  with  the  farmers,  and  hear  what  I  hey  have  to  say. 

lo2.  I  tliiid^  ]  understood  you  to  say  that  you  had  had  no  prac 
Ileal  experience  about  a  farm? — \'es  You  want  a  practical  faVmei' 
to  work  a  farm,  you  want  a  forester  to  work  a  forests  dej^artment, 
you  want  a  veterinary  otTicer  to  deal  Avith  stock  diseases,  Imt  when 
you  get  a  man,  who  is  really  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Minister,  deliver 
ing  instructions  from  him  to  these  men,  and  seeing  that  they  are 
carried  out,  you  do  not  want  a  man  who  has  been  a  farmer  him- 
self, or  has  a  first-hand  knowledge  of  farming  conditions.  It  is 
not  necessary,  nor  do  I  tliink  that  some  years  on  a  farm,  or  in  a, 
laboratory,  would  give  the  necessary  administrative  requirements. 

133.  You  do  not  think  it  would  assist,  were  he  able  to  give 
practical  advice  ? — No.  I  do  not  think  he  would  help  anybody. 
For  instance,  if  a  man  comes  to  me  and  should  want  advice  about 
fi'uit  trees,  it  wovdd  not  be  of  much  benefit  if  I  turned  aside  from 
my  work  and  gave  him  advice  and  a  practical  illustration  as  to 
how  he  should  prune  fruit  trees.  I  should  hand  him  over  to  the 
expert,  who  deals  wilii  this  subject,  and  is  far  l)etter  able  to  give 
advice  than  the  head  of  the  Department. 

134.  Then  you  cannot  tell  the  Commission  whether  your  Depart- 
ment comes  into  contact  with  the  farmers? — I  think  it  does.  Such 
)nen  as  Dr.  Nobbs  and  Dr.  Hutcheon  come  incessantly  into  contact 
with  them,  and  give  Ihem  the  benefit  of  their  knowledge. 

135.  Still  you  would  lilu'  to  see  them  come  into  closer  contact 
with  the  farmers? — I  should  like  to  see  the  permanent  head  come 
more  into  contact  with  them.  I  should  like  to  see  him  go  round 
the  country  once  a  vear,  and  see  the  ffirmers,  and  find  out  what  they 
want. 

13fl.  Mr.  Ou'en-hnvis.]  It  is  your  opinion  thai  there  is  room  for 
improvement  in  the  way  of  i)ringing  Ihe  Department  more  into 
touch  with  the  farming  population  than  is  at  ])resenl  the  case?-^- 
Yes.  There  is  more  to  be  done  in  that  way.  rather  than  the  enuncia- 
tion of  any  cut  and  di-ied  })rinciple.  The  lines  we  are  working 
along  are  "correct,  as  long  as  we  develope  along  those  lines.  I 
think  there  is  room  for  improvemeni  in  Ihe  way  of  working  along 
those  lines. 

137.  You  thinlv  the  present  lines  u])on  which  the  Department 
NN'orks  are  satisfactory?— Y'es,  on  the  whole. 

138.  Do  many  farmers  actually  visit  Ihe  Agricultural  De])arl- 
ment? — Yes. 

139.  From  yonr  own  ))ersonal  experience,  how  many  farnn'i's 
do  you  come  in'lo  contact  with  in  a  year?— YV ell,  Mr.  Currey  would 
see  niost  of  Ihem,  but  I  must  see  upon  an  average  three  or  four 
every  day.  Then  the  experts.  Dr.  Hutcheon,  Mr.  Pillans,  Dr.  Nolilis, 
and  Mr.  Lounsbury  constantly  meet  and  advise  them  either  in  the 
office  or  when  travelling  about  the  country. 
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140.  Mr.  Ahraha7nson.]  Do  they  ever  come  to  the  Department  for 
financial  assistance  ? — Well,  there  is  no  source  from  which  they 
could  get  financial  assistance  except  for  irrigation  under  the  Irri- 
gation Loans  Act. 

141.  Is  that  the  only  assistance  they  can  get? — Yes,  we  do  iiol 
grant  loans  to  farmers. 

142.  Chairman.']  You  said  thai  tlie  farmers  apply  for  funds  untU'r 
the  Irrigation  Loaiis  Act?  Does  it  often  happen ?— Well,  I  suppose 
Ave  have  had  ahout  300  apjilications  since  the  Act  was  first  put  into 
force  in  1877 — not  more  than  300,  certainly.  And  only  very  few- 
have  availed  themselves  of  it  out  of  that  300^ — onlv  GO  in  all,  I 
think. 

143.  Do  the  a]iplications  come  througli  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment?— The  applicant  has  first  to  make  application  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Jjepartment.  The  Agricultural  Department  gets  certain  in- 
formation from  the  applicant,  or  the  Civil  Commissioner  in  the  dis- 
trict, one  of  them,  at  any  rate.  Then  the  papers  are  referred  to 
th^^  Pvdjlic  Works  Department  or  Irrigation  Expert,  and  he  sends 
an  officer — an  engineer — to  insjiect  the  property  and  report.  Then, 
when  we  get  his  report,  we  have  to  refer  the  papers  to  the  Treasury, 
and  ascertain  whether  they  have  the  funds  for  granting  the  loan, 
and  when  that  is  all  gone  through  the  loan  is  granted  in  instal- 
ments. The  first  instalment  is  payable  at  once,  and  the  remaining 
instalments  payable  according  to  the  progress  of  the  work.  In 
order  to  ascertain  the  progress  of  the  work,  the  Public  Works 
Department  is  again  asked  to  send  an  officer  down  from  time  to 
time  to  watch  the  progress  made  and  give  his  certificate,  and  on 
that  certificate  a  further  instalment  of  the  amount  is  paid.  You 
will  notice  tiiat  it  has  to  pass  through  no  less  than  three  Depart- 
ments. I  think  this  system  would  be  very  much  improved  \\\)0\\  if 
the  Avhole  were  put  into  the  hands  of  one  Department. 

144.  How  is  it  so  many  applications  were  sent  in  and  only  a 
few  availed  themselves  of  it? — Many  of  them  could  not  give 
security.  Occasionally  they  have  been  refused  because  the  engi- 
neer could  not  give  a  satisfactory  report  upon  the  character  of  the 
work. 

145.  Does  it  not  frecpiently  hajipen  that  an  engineer  may 
recommend  tliat  the  work  should  l)e  done  in  a  more  expensive  way 
and  the  farmers  refuse  to  accept  it? — Very  often  the  Engineer's 
estimate  is  higher  than  the  estimate  the  farmer  gives,  and  the  far- 
mer does  not  agree  to  pay  the  higher  estimate,  but  T  am  not  i)re- 
pared  to  say  thai  the  Engineer  puts  in  an  excessive  estimate  for  a 
more  expensive  work. 

146.  You  consider  il  a  good  Act? — I  consider  it  might  he 
amended. 

147.  You  Ixuow  it  is  on  the  basis  of  a  SinkMng  Fund? — Yes,  afler 
a  luunher  of  years  ca])ilal  and  interest  are  paid  l)ack. 

148.  Of  course,  the  chief  thing  in  the  Irrigation  Acts  is  that  the 
Government  nuisi  have  a  first  mortgage  on  the  farm?— II  is  not 
necessary  now.  'i'liere  is  an  amending  Act  ])y  which  the  mortgage 
is  on  two-thirds  of  the  farm,  but  we  have  had  no  api)lication  under 
that  Act,  I  tlii)il<.  Yon  can  talce  a  second  mortgage  ])rovid('d  \()U 
do  not  altogether  exceed  two-thirds  of  the  farm. 

149.  Mr.  Riih'u1(ipS\  Can  you  give  us  more  or  less  Ihe  amouid  of 
the  loans  uManted  luider  that  Act?  -No,  not  from  memory. 

150.  Mr.  Blaine]  1  understand  you  to  say  thai  you  find  the  pre- 
sent organisation  of  the  Agricultural    Dcpailnu'nl   rpiite  sufficient, 
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for  all  purposes,  with  sonic  minor  changes? — I  hardly  think  that  is 
the  way  in  which  I  would  i)u(  il.  \  ))refer  to  say  thai  the  De])arl- 
ment  is  constructed  on  correct  lines. 

151.  That  is,  foi'  the  pur])oses  of  this  question,  Ihe  present  con- 
stitution of  the  Agricultural  neparlinent  is  on  correct  lines  for 
bringing  tlic  hrnnch  with  which  you  are  connected  into  close  touch 
with  Ihe  fai'ming  community ?— For  carrying  out  its  functions  I 
should  say  it  is  on  correct  lines.  Coming  into  close  contact  with 
the  farmers  is  a  matter  of  administration  and  all  the  officers  of  the 
Department  must  necessarily  do  so,  and  the  more  that  is  done  tin; 
better. 

152.  You  thin]\  the  prescid  organisation  of  the  Dejiartment  is 
competent  to  assist  in  influencing  any  branch  of  agriculture — that 
as  at  present  constituted  it  would  I)e  better  than  the  suggested  idea 
of  a  Board? — I  should  say  that  if  we  have  a  ])roper  and  sufficient 
staff  of  experts,  tlie  Departnu'ut  should  lie  able  to  assist  any  brancli 
of  agriculture.  That  l)rings  us  to  another  i)oint.  Is  onr  staff  of  ex- 
perts complete? 

15;).  Tluit  docs  not  affect  the  gcnci'al  oiganisation.  Do  you 
tl.inl\  tlic  general  organisation  of  the  Agricultural  Department  at 
l)i'esent  is  the  best  we  could  have? — I  say  it  is  on  correct  lines. 
Before  this  Department  thei'c  was  a  small  Agricultural  Depai'tment 
— ^a  sub-department  of  the  Colonial  Office — and  the  Secretary  for 
Agriculture  in  those  days  was  a  i)rofessional  ex})ert.  When  tliat 
>\'as  reorganised  the  principle  gone  on  was  that  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments had  to  conduct  the  business  of  large  offices,  leading  to  a  lot 
of  clerical  work,  a  lot  of  administrative  worls:,  and  a  lot  of  desk 
work,  and  it  was  no  good  ])utting  an  expert  of  any  particular 
branch  in  that  position,  but  to  put  a  Civil  Servant  of  some  expe- 
ri(>nce  on  tlu'  administration  and  conduct  of  public  affairs  in  the 
position.  That  was  the  view  of  the  Government  of  the  day,  and  I 
(hink  that  principle  was  a  sound  one.  Of  course,  it  much  depends 
upon  the  ])ersonality  of  the  officer  who  has  to  carry  out  the  duties, 
but  the  principle  is  a  correct  one,  and  that  is  why  I  say  that  the 
Dc])artment  is  constituted  on  correct  lines. 

154.  With  only  certain  minor  changes  you  can  make  it  a  per- 
fect organisation?— Yes;  internal  changes,  not  necessarily  minor 
ones.  They  may  be  very  considerable  in  their  effect.  Of  course, 
the  tendencv  of  that  question  seems  to  me  to  contrast  it  with  an  ak 
ternative  proposal  of  an  Agricultural  Board. 

155.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  Do  you  say  that  you  think  the  present 
Agricultural  Department  is  more  or  less  qualified  to  cany  on  the 
work  of  an  Agricultural  Department  as  it  should  be  carried  on,  and 
that  it  is  bast-'d  on  correct  lines?— That  is  so,  more  or  less. 

15G.  Are  you  of  opinion,  for  instance,  that  co-0])cration  among 
the  farmers  \vould  be  a  good  thing?— An  excellent  thing. 

157.  Woidd  vour  present  Agricultural  Department  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  further  co-operation?— Yes,  it  Avould  be,  and  could  do  the 

work  necessarv. 

158.  Y(m  sav  il  is  capable  of  doing  tlie  work  it  should  do.    Now, 
how  far  can  it  assist  in  bringing  al)0ut  co-operation  among  the  far 
Tiievs? — It  can  assist  co-operation  by  financial  aid. 

159.  In  what  wav  would  vou  get  the  funds?— From  Parliament. 

160.  Is  the  Department  complete?— No.     We  want  a  mycolo 
<nsi  and  we  want  a  tol)acco  expert. 

Kil.  Mr.  Abrahavison.]  Supposing  five  farmers  came  to  you  and 
SMid   "We  want  to  form  a  co-operative  association  and  we  come  to 

C2 


20 

the  Agricultural  Department  to  assist  us" — what  would  you  sayl 
— I  am  not  prepared  to  discuss  a  large  question  of  that  sort  off-hand. 

162.  You  cannot  do  it.  Yoii  are  not  prepared  to  assist  them  in 
that  particular  way'? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  could  not 
he  done  in  the  Department.  At  ])resent  we  could  not  give  finan- 
cial assistance,  as  we  have  no  funds. 

163.  Yes,  but  have  the  Department  sufficient  data,  supposing 
the  fi-amers  come  and  say  they  Avant  to  form  a  co-operative  associa- 
tion?— I  am  not  now  prepared  to  discuss  that  question.* 

164-.  Mr.  Oiven-Lewis.]  I  want  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  Irri- 
gation Act.  That  Act  was  passed  in  1877.  There  have,  you  say, 
been  about  300  applications  made  for  loans.  The  Act  has  been 
amended  since  1877,  Init  you  do  not  think  any  applications  have 
i)een  made  under  the  amending  Act? — I  don't  think  we  have 
accepted  an  application  for  a  loan  luider  the  amending  Act.  They 
cannot  give  the  seciu'ity. 

165.  You  say  about  sixty  loans  have  been  granted  under  this 
Act  since  1877?  Therefore,  there  has  been  something  like  two 
loans  a  year? — Yes. 

166.  Have  the  Department  made  any  suggestions  with  regard 
(o  altering  that  Act  and  improving  it? — Well,  I  have  made  sugges- 
tions. I  have  suggested  that  the  whole  thing  should  be  placed 
under  one  Dej^artment  instead  of  under  three. 

167.  But  liave  the  permanent  heads  of  the  Departments  who 
are  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  this  Department  made  any  sug- 
gestions to  amend  this  Act  so  as  to  make  it  more  workalde? — Oh 
yes! — They  have  made  suggestions. 

168.  Whom  were  they  made  to? — To  the  Minister. 

J  69.  But  I  hey  have  not  been  carried  out?- -Some  have  been 
cariied  out.  In  fact  the  various  amending  Acts  have  lieen  tlu' 
result  of  investigations  made  by  the  Department. 

170.  But  no  ap):)lications  have  been  granted  luider  Ihe  amend- 
ing Acts? — No  applications  have  been  granted  under  Section  '24, 
Act  4  of  1899. 

171.  There  was  the  Act  passed  twenty-seven  years  ago  which 
was  lo  hel]i  forward  irrigation  in  this  coiuitry.  After  twenty-seven 
years  only  sixty  loans  have  been  granted,  including  municipalilies 
and  farms.  "Now  mv  point  is  this:  Have  the  permanent  heads  of 
the  Department  during  this  time  made  any  suggestions  in  order  to 
alter  this  Act,  so  as  to  bring  it  into  a  working  condition,  because^ 
clearly  it  cannot  be  >\  worlving  Act  when  you  only  get  sixty  loans  in 
(wen I V -seven  years?— Yes,  Ihe  heads  of  Departments  have. 

172.  Have  tliey  been  acted  u])on  ?— Yes,  some  of  them;  tlie 
rcsull  is  the  amending  Acts. 

173.  But  they  have  had  no  effect ■?-  T  do  not  tbink  Ibcy  have 
I)ccn  very  successful. 

174.  You  said  these  applicalions  musi  be  seni,  first  to  the  Agri- 
culinral  Department? — Yji-'S. 

175.  Mr.  .Ihraham.^on.']  Willi  regard  to  irrigation,  Ihere  are 
different  systems  by  which  irrigation  works  can  be  instituted. 
Tbcre  is  the  Act  by  which  ihe  formalion  of  Water  Boards  is  pro 
vidcd  for,  T  think?-  Yes,  but  we  do  not  administer  (hat  Act.  Tlicsc 
are  the  Trriuation  Acts:— No.  8  of  1877.  28  of  1870,  20  of  1880,  10  of 
1803,  and  24  of  1807.  and  Secdon  24  of  Act  24  of  1899. 

176.  But  T  should  like  to  know  about  the    Water    Boards.       T 

*  Onr  KxpertH  htivc  nlronfly  for  yeaw  hr-cn  iirraoliiiiK  thr  t;ns))<'1  of  cii-djicraHon  luiimit;  llic  uini',  Iriiit  mimI 
dairy  fanners  niiil  nsxistiiiff  in  flic  PHtiiljIi-^liiiHiil  of  Co-iiiicnitivc'  A'<snc,iat.ions, 
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tluiik  it  IS  provideei  lor  iiiidci'  I  lie  I  riiL;;il  ion  Acl.  ll  is  n  \'cry  ilu- 
|)()il;iiil  lliiiiL",  because  it  hriiiLjs  ahout  a  new  dcpai'l  lire  hy  wliicli 
tilt-  Water  Board  is  instituted.  II  has  nitiiij^  powers.  JS'ow,  has 
anything  been  done  with  regai'd  lo  that?  Do  any  Water  Boards 
e.xisl  in  tlie  Colony?     It  is  not  in  niy  l)ei)artinent. 

177.  You  think  it  is  a  ureal  mislaUe  that  these  ii'ri<^alioii  loans 
and  the  administration  of  Hie  Act  should  not  be  placed  in  one 
Department  ? — Yes. 

178.  You  cannot  give  us  much  informalion  aboul  I  he  Water 
Boards?— No. 

179.  3ir.  Oiren-Lrwis.]  If  these  matters,  such  as  iiTigation  and 
Wattu'  Boards,  v\'cre  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Agricultural 
Department,  would  they  be  run  on  the  same  lines? — Yes.  W(! 
shoidd   work  tlirougli  the  ]Jire(^t<)r  of  lirigalion,  1   imagine. 

180.  Chairman.]  What  funds  are  at  your  disposal  for  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  work  of  your  branch?  To  what  extent  do  you  con- 
trol the  ex])enditure  of  the  Votes  for  your  l)ranch,  and  are  you  satis- 
lied  with  the  present  arrangement? — The  control  of  expentliture 
varies  with  the  different  De])artnients.  In  the  case  of  the  Surveyor- 
(Jeneral  his  is  quite  a  distinct  de])artinent  rendering  separate 
accounts,  and  he  has  his  own  accounting  officer.  In  the  case  of 
the  Forests  De])artment  they  have  their  own  accounting  staff,  and 
they  send  their  accounts  in  "to  the  head  of  the  department,  who  for- 
wards them,  after  examination  and  audit,  to  the  Audit  Office.  Sums 
are  ])laced  at  their  disposal  by  means  of  a  credit  note  given  to  the 
Civil  Commissioner  of  the  district  in  which  the  Conservator  of 
Forests  resides,  and  against  which  he  is  empowered  to  draw.  In 
case  of  the  Inspectors  of  Mines,  their  accounts  are  paid  by  the  Civil 
Commissioners  on  the  ])roduction  of  vouchers.  In  the  case  of  the 
Viticulturist  and  the  Sujunintendent  of  the  Guano  Islands,  they 
have  their  own  draft  l)Ook  and  draw  against  the  Treasury  Account 
in  the  Standard  Bank.  The  smaller  departments  are  entirely-  ad- 
niinistered  bv  us,  sucli  as,  for  example,  the  Entomologists. 

181.  Are' you  satisfied  with  the  present  arrangements  ?— Well, 
[  think  we  might  extend  the  system  at  ])resent  in  vogue  with  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Guano  Islands  a  little  further  in  some  cases. 
1  would  not  advocate  it  in  all  cases,  it  depends  on  the  character  of 
the  work  and  to  some  extent  on  the  character  of  the  officer  en- 
trusted Avith  it.  The  svstem  I  refer  to  is  drawing  against  the 
Treasury  Account  by  draft.  And  I  think  some  reform  in  the  way 
of  decentralisation  might  be  made  in  the  administration  of  the 
Guano  Islands. 

182.  Mr.  Ahrahawson.]  Then  it  appears  that  each  staff  is  a 
separate  branch  of  the  Agricultural  Department? — They  are  all 
part  of  the  head  office— all  the  accounts  of  tlie  departments— with 
the  exception  of  the  Surveyor-General— have  to  come  through  the 
head  office. 

1K3.  Can  vou  give  us  some  kintl  of  report  as  to  Avliere  and  how 
the  moneys  voted  by  Parliament  are  spent  f  For  instance,  how 
much  is  spent  by  the  Veterinary  Department  and  by  the  other  De- 
[)artments? — Yes,  a  return  is  be'ing  prepared  for  you  now. 

181.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis?^  Is  the'  Veterinary  Department  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  other  Departments?— Well,  not  quite.  When 
Ihev  incur  expenditure  we  pay  their  accounts  by  our  own  draft. 
The  salaries  of  the  District  Veterinary  Surgeons  are  paid  by  the 
Civil  Commissioners  on  our  order. 

185.  But  if  the  Veterinary  Department  want  any  money  they 
have  to  come  to  vou  ? — l^es,  aiid  we  draw  the  drafts. 
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186.  Provided  you  aj)prove  of  the  purposes  for  which  they 
want  the  monev? — Yes. 

187.  But  the  Forests  Department  have  a  free  han(i  witli  regard 
to  the  expenditure  of  money.  What  have  you  to  show  how  they 
spent  the  money? — They  have  a  free  hand  within  certain  limits. 

188.  But  that  does  hot  apply  to  the  Veterinary  Department?— 
No,  but  I  think  it  might. 

189.  You  mentioned  some  reform  in  the  administration  of  tin; 
Guano  Islands  .'—Well,  I  think  that  is  more  as  to  ohtaininu  sujiplies 
for  ine  Guano  Islands.  I  don't  think  the  Islamls  should  be  l)rou,u;ht 
uncier  the  Tender  Regulations  so  much  as  they  are. 

190.  But  apart  from  the  Guano  Islands  you  are  satisfied? — 
Well,  there  are  a  great  many  little  alterations  which  would  improve 
the  Department. 

191.  You  are  satisfied  with  the  existing  Depart nuuit  with  those 
alterations? — Yes,  I  think  the  machinery  is  sufficient. 

192.  Mr.  AbraJi(i)iisn?i.]  You  say  that  your  Department  is  in 
many  instances  working  with  the  Public  Works  Department  and 
other  Dejtartments? — Yes,  there  is  the  instance  of  the  Irrigation 
Act. 

193.  Anil  you  also  work  with  the  Education  Dei)artment  as 
well  in  some  instances  with  regard  to  Agricultural  Schools? — We 
have  nothing  to  do  with  them  at  present. 

U)i.  At  any  rate  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  these 
matters  should  all  be  administered  l)y  one  Dejiartment  ? — Yes. 

195.  Do  you  think,  as  regards  iVgricultural  Schools  and  tech- 
nical education,  that  they  should  be  uncier  the  Coloiual  Secretary's 
Departnu'ut  or  the  Agricultural  Department? — 1  think  the  Agricul- 
tural Schools  should  be  brought  under  one  Dei)artment. 

190.  .¥/•.  R(ujers.]  Do  you  think  that  there  is  room  for  a  sub- 
stantial reduction  in  expenditure  in  the  working  of  the  Agricul- 
tural De))artment  without  impairing  efficiency? — No,  I  cannot  say 
Ihai.  I  think  really  we  ought  to  have  more  money  to  spend.  Our 
Department  is  a  si)ending  Department,  and  it  should  be  in  the  fore- 
front of  the  battle.  I  think  you  can  scarcely  spend  too  nuich  money 
on  scientific  research  <.ind  intelligence  and  statistical  information. 
We  do  not,  in  my  o])inion,  spend  as  much  money  as  we  should  on 
Forestry.  When  you  ask  nu'  whether  w-e  have  enough  money  I 
say  '■  No."  And  we  cannot  reduce  expenditure  without  impairing 
efficiency,  although  economy  could  be  effected  in  some  directions. 

197.  Wcndd  the  api)oinluienl  of  a  Board  of  Control  of  expendi 
turo  in  the  De[)artment  lead  to  economy  in  the  working  (jf  the  De- 
partment?— Well,  the  Contrt)ller  and  Auditor-General  is  our  con- 
Irollci-  at  present,  and  he  is  a  very  efficient  one.  And  there  is 
anotluM'  point  :  If  you  have  a  Board  of  Control  dealing  with  ex- 
])enditure,  T  do  not  see  where  the  Minister  comes  in.  I  would  like  to 
say  at  once  1  thinlc  a  Board  may  be  a  vcvy  useful  thing,  !)u(  I  don't 
think  controlling  ex|)enditure  siiould  he  one  of  its  functions. 

198.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Do  you  think  tJie  benefits  derived  by  the  coun- 
try from  the  administration  of  the  Agricultural  D(^i)a]iment  is  equi- 
valent to  the  amount  spent  upon  it? — I  don't  think"  that  that  is 
(piite  a  fair  (|uestion  lo  put  l(»  me. 

199.    I   un(l(>rstood     you     to    sa\-     thai     vou  had  no  doubl    thai 
economy  could  \)v  effected  in  some  direclious.  hut  that  you  tiiouglit 
as  a  whole  there  was  not  too    much     money  sj)ent  on  the  Depart 
meni  .      I  say  if  yon  compare   il    with  other  dt-nartnienls   in   other 
countries,  it  does  not  compare  unfavourably. 


200.  You  think,  however,  thai  there  are  certain  expenses  which 
are  useless? — No,  I  will  not  say  useless,  but  1  do  not  presume  to  say 
that  the  Department  is  carried  on  in  perfect  style  without  any  mis- 
takes whatever. 

201.  You  think  on  the  whole  the  l)ulk  (jf  the  e.\i)endilure  is  not 
wasted? — I  think  generally  the  country  gets  value  for  its  money. 

202.  Still  there  can  he  improvements? — Yes,  of  course. 

203.  Mr.  Abrahamsou.]  Can  you  tell  us  in  what  direction  \'ou 
ihink  the  expenditure  is  not  properly  carried  out?-  I  may  instance 
tlu^  administration  of  the  Scab  Act. 

204.  With  reference  to  the  Estimates  of  Ex[)endilure,  page  174, 
"Accounting  Branch  of  the  Agricultural  Department,"  there  is  a 
sum  of  over  £4,000  [)laced  on  the  Estimates? — That  is  a  typo- 
graphical error.  The  only  ex])enditure  on  salaries  in  the  Account- 
ing Branch  are:  Chief  Accountant,  £620;  Head  Accountant  and 
Bookkeejjer,  £450;  and  Clerks,  £2,101. 

205.  iNow,  1  want  to  know  whether  the  ollicc  of  Aecounling 
Branch  is  elTicient,  or  whether  there  is  too  much  money  spent  upon 
itf— I  do  not  consider  the  salaries  too  high.  We  are,  however, 
making  certain  alterations.  For  instance,  the  Examiners  of 
Accounts  will  be  removed  {o  the  Audit  Oince.  This  will  reduce  the 
expcaiditure  on  t)iir  Vote,  but  increase  the  Autui  Vote  to  the  same 
extent. 

200.  Mr.  ( fost/udsen.]  Are  there  not  some  ollices  and  have  you 
Jiot  some  ollicers  in  your  Department  over  whom  you  have  not  got 
control  ?  'lake  Irrigation,  for  instance,  there  is  an  officer  at 
Douglas  and  you  have  no  control  over  him?  There  is  such  aii 
aiiomaly  in  your  Department? — Y^es,  that  particular  otncer  is  con- 
trolled by  the  Public  Works  Department. 

207.  So  there  is  such  an  irregularilv  in  \our  DeiJartnientf  It 
is  an  arrangement  between  the  two  Departments  that  the  Pul)lic 
Works  should  instruct  him  and  that  we  should  pay  his  salary.  It 
is  put  on  our  votes  instead  of  the  Public  W^orks. 

208.  But  then  that  particular  branch  is  really  in  the  Agricul- 
tural Department? — The  Agricultural  Department  has  an  interest 
in  it  in  the  way  in  which  the  work  is  going  on.  This  man  is  the 
water  bailiff  there.  We  consider  that  he  is  an  officer  closely  con- 
nected with  our  Department. in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  conducts 
the  distribution  of  water  for  the  benefit  of  agriculturists  there, 
and  on  that  prinei})le  the  Vote  has  been  placed  in  our  Votes.  But 
the  control  of  the  officer  has  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Public 
Works  Dej)artment,  where  he  was  when  they  were  constructing 
the  works. 

209.  But  it  is  an  irregularity  ^-I  do  not  think  it  can  be  called 
an  irregularity,  it  is  more  of  an  anomaly. 

210.  You  say  you  think  that  the  Irrigation  Department  should 
be  under  ihe  Agricultural  Department? — Y^es,  I  think  it  would  be 
a  good  thing. 

211.  Would  you  make  it  one  of  your  expert  branches? — Y''es,  it 
would  be  under  the  Director  of  Irrigation. 

212.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Do  you  think  it  would  \)v  possible  for  the 
entire  control  of  the  irrigation  works  to  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Agricultural  Department? — Always  provided  we  have  our  Director 
of  Irrigation. 

213.  But  would  vou  leave  the  construction  of  such  works  in  the 
hands  of  the  Agriciiltural  Department?— I  should  leave  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  Director  of  Irrigation. 
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21-1.  And  >'oii  would  have  llif  inuiiey  and  control  in  the  hands 
of  the  Agricultural  Department? — I  think  it  is  desirable  to  hav(! 
irrigation  in  the  hands  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  but  il 
should  be  a  separate  department. 

215.  That  would  practically  mean  a  second  deparlmeni  in  I  be 
Agricultural  Deparjment? — AVeli,  it  would  be  just  as  it  is  in  llu; 
Public  Works  Department. 

216.  Mr.   (Mimi- Lewis.]  You  say   liifd    the  Auditor-tieneral  con- 
trols the  ex})enditure  of  the  Agricultui'al  Department,  but  he  has 
no  knowledge  as  to  the  different  matters  upon  which  the  expend i 
lure  is  incurred? — x\o,  that  matter  was  dealt  with  by  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice Connnission  in  their  first  report. 

217.  I  am  si)eaking  as  regards  the  Agricultural  Dej)artment  ^ — 
It  is  the  same  with  that  De])artnient  as  with  other  De})artments. 

218.  AVhal  is  your  view  as  to  a  Board  which  woidd  consider  the 
expenditure  and  see  whether  it  was  justified? — It  would  not  be 
necessary,  at  })resenl  we  have  an  efficient  control. 

219.  vou  do  not  consider  a  Board  wcndd  be  any  use  because  at 
present  you  have  an  eflicient  control  of  the  audit  '.—Li  would  not  be 
necessary. 

2^:0.  At  the  same  time  the  Auditor  has  not  got  any  knowledge 
ol  tlie  character  of  the  different  matters  upon  which  the  expencli- 
turv  is  incurred? — Yes,  to  some  extent.  I  thiidv  lie  would  tell  you 
he  has. 

2ZI.  Tal<e  a  concrete  case.  He  would  not  know,  for  instance, 
the  character  of  a  piece  of  work,  say,  at  Steynsburg? — Of  course,  if 
>T)u  go  into  tlie  qu(>stion  as  to  whether  the  woric  was  feasil)le  it 
would  not  come  under  the  view  of  the  auditor.  The  control  of  ad- 
ministration is  not  the  same  thing  as  control  ))y  audit. 

■^^z.  yUKi  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of  a  Board  which  ^\oukl 
consider  the  expejiditure?— I  am  in  favour  of  the  estaldishment  of 
a  Board,  but  that  is  not  one  of  the  functions  that  would  just  if  v  its 
evidence. 

22;].  You  would  Ijc  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  a  Board  oji 
Ihe  expenditure  of  your  Department?— No,  it  would  interfeiv  witli 
the  admiiuslralion  of  Ihe  r)ei)artnient  and  willi  Ministerial  resnoii- 
sibility.  ^ 

224.  Mr.  .\l>r((li(iiiison.\  How  do  you  view  Ihe  proposed  scheme 
of  an  Agricullural  Board  and  Council  to  advise  the  Government  in 
framing  estunates  and  the  expenditure  of  monevs  voted  by  Tarlia- 
ment  for  agricultural  i)urposes?— I  don't  know  that  I  have  very 
n)uch  to  add  to  what  is  contained  in  my  memorandum  previousiV 
read.     1  favour  llie  idea  of  an  Advisory"Board  for  A^rieub  uiv. 

225.  Referring  to  the  Government  Notice  vou  wil'T  lind  that  iJu; 
peiniaiienl   liead  would  be  the  Vic(>-rresident?— Ts  that  so? 

22(j.  'I'hen  we  have  Ihe  Council?— Mv  ()l)j(>ction  lo  Ihe  Council 
IS  that  you  would  have  two  Parliaments  in  Ihe  country,  who  each 
would  go  o\-ei'  Ihe  same  subject  matter.  The  Council  nught  aoree 
to  eschew  general  politics,  but  ParlianuMd,  wouhl  most 'l-erl and v 
not  agree  to  avoid  dealing  wilii  agricullural  matters. 

227.  lint  this  Council,  I  lalce  il,  would  be  found  lo  gu.-ird  ihc  in 
leresis  (.f  agriculture,  to  consult  on  all  (pieslioiis  aifedin-.  anijcd 
liiial  interests  and  rep..il  to  the  iJoa  rd  of  .V-Ticiill  iire  upon  schemes 
HUl  milled  to  Iheni?     J  should  i)refer  Ihe  I.Joaid  lo  Ihe  Coun(!iI.     It 
seems  to  me  the  Coiuu-il  would  be  loo  lar^e.     ^'ou  would  have  I>(» 
members. 

228.  Yon  would  prefer  a   r.o.ird  lo  ;i  Coinicil.     Now  how  would 


.you  clc'cl  (hat  V,n;wt\'.-  Well,  \ini  could  ck'cl  il  in  llir  saiin-  way  as 
you  elect  your  uicmljdi's  of  the  I.euislative  CouiKiil,  on  the  Divi- 
sional Council  register,  or  a  modification  of  Ihal  rc-iistcr.  I  don't 
sec  what  is  to  ])Vovent  you  doini;  it  in  tliat  way.  1  would  not  i)ro- 
vidc  a  member  for  each  district,  T  should  sa\-  twcmty-sevcn  would 
be  the  outside  numl)er  to  work  wiili.  I  sliould  feel  inclined  to  sa\-, 
lei  your  Divisional  Councils  elect  ei^iili'cn  mend)ers,  or  whatever 
is  the  outside  numl)er  for  the  Board.  Or  you  miKht  also  do  it  in 
the  same  way  as  tlu>  Iloiticultui'al  13oard  is  foi'med  in  th(^  country. 
They  form  Fruit  BiKirds,  ami  they  elect  members  of  those  Jioai'ds 
to  the  Horticultural  Board,  which  is  an  Advisory  Board  to  the 
Government. 

229.  Mow  many  inendx'rs  lias  lliat  Board  f     Tweidy. 

2;)0.  What  arc  the    functiojis    of    the    Horticultural  Board  ?- 
Mamly  advisory — they  meet    together    for    mutual  discussion  and 
make  representations  to  the  Government. 

231.  What  effect  has  it? — Very  considerable  elTect,  their  repre 
seniatious  to  the  Government  IniA^e  the  greatest  weight. 

232.  But  they  have  not  the  (lis])osal  of  funds? — They  get  a 
grant,  but  it  is  not  of  very  large  amount. 

233.  Do  they  have  anything  to  do  at  all  with  the  policy  or  the 
disposal  of  funds' — No.    they  have  no  directing  powers. 

234.  Do  you  think  it  would  he  possible  to  form  a  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, or  whatever  else  A'OU  may  like  to  call  it,  that  would  have; 
the  powers  laid  down  in  this  Government  Notice? — I  think  I  wcndd 
not  have  it  to  interfere  with  the  responsibility  of  the  Minister  Ijy 
controlling  expenditure.  But  1  do  think  it  could  very  usefully 
assist  the  Govennnent  in  allotting  the  funds  granted  by  i'arliament 
in  the  w'ay  of  distributing  the  grants  to  Agricultural  Societies  and 
bodies  of  that  sort.  Jn  that  way  I  thiidv  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
could  be  very  usefully  employed. 

235.  You  think  in  matters  of  co  operation  and  things  of  (hat 
sort  by  the  Government,  you  could  use  the  Board  for  furthering 
such  schemes? — Yes,  by  consulting  together  and  advising  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

236.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  Do  you  think  that  it  should  be  a  Divisional 
Council  election  or  whether  it  should  be  by  the  members  of  the 
Fcirniers'  Association? — Well,  that  is  the  princi))le  gone  on  in  the 
case  of  the  Horticultural  Board,  I  have  mentioned,  that  mend)ers  of 
the  Horticultural  Board  are  elected  by  the  members  of  the  Fruit- 
growers" Association.  And  I  understand  vour  suggestion  to  be  the 
same,  viz.:  that  the  Agricultural  Boai'd  would  !)e  elected  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Farmers'  Association.  I  am  in  favour  of  that,  the  only 
question  is  whether  we  liave  a  sutlicient  nund)er  of  Farmers"  .Vsso- 
ciations  distributed  throughout  the  country  so  that  all  districts 
woukl  l)e  duly  re])resented. 

237.  Mr.  Ahrahnitison.]  With  regard  t()  the  formation  of  these 
Boards,  Divisional  Council  niemi)ers  are  elected  generally  one  for 
each  ward  for  the  town.  Now  su))posing  the  sanie  machinery  was 
used  for  the  election,  of  this  Board  in  that  way,  that  is  to  say,  that 
each  district  should  elect  one  menibiu'  to  this  Council  and  to  do  that 
you  might,  in  tiie  first  instance,  elect  five  members  from  each  ward 
ana  those  five  men,  together  with  the  five  men  from  each  of  the 
other  wards  might  meet  and  nominate  one  of  their  number  to  be  a 
member  of  this  Board? — It  is  a  matter  in  which  I  have  no  very 
special  knowledge  as  to  Avhat  the  best  mode  of  election  would  Ije. 
But  I  think  your  mode  would  be  a  fair  one. 


238.  You  think  that  mode  of  election  a.  fair  one?  Now  what 
is  the  best  mode  adopted  in  the  Agricultural  De))artment  ? — Well, 
I  think  the  sai)ie  principle  mi.uht  t)e  adopted  as  is  adojjted  f(jr  the 
election  of  Scab  Boards. 


MdiKliiy,    I  Jfh    l)crr)iihn\    VJa';. 
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Rai/i/i()H(/  Uvlhls,  examined 

239.  ciurtniian.]  You  are  the  Government  Viticultural  Expert' 
— \es.  ^ 

240.  Where  did  you  gain  the  exi)erience  vou  possess  for  thai 
office?— At  the  National  Agricultural  College  al  Montpellier 
chiefly.  ^ 

^^241.  How    h)ng  have  you  l)eeu  in  this  count rv  f-  Since  March, 
1903. 

242.  Will  you  tell  the  Commission  what  is  Die  nature  of  the 
work  you  an>  at  present  engaged  in  ?— J  am  head  of  (he  Viticultural 
lmuich()t  the  Agncidtural  Department.  I  control  all  the  work 
whicli  IS  being  .lone  at  the  Government  Wine  Farm  at  Groot  Con- 
stanlia  aiid  al  St('llenl)()sch  at  the  plaidation  there.  Further  I  ad- 
vis"  ii,e  Governnienl  on  all  matters  appertaining  to  Viticulture  and 
Wme-makmg.  I  think  that,  broadlv  speaking, 'that  nuiv  be  said  to 
com])rise  the  whole  of  my  work. 

243.  Does  your  branch,  in  your  opinion,  adequalelv  fulfil  all 
Its  legitnnate  objects,  and  if  not,  have  vou  anv  suggestions  to  oiTer 
to  the  Comin.ission  to  attain  that  end'— li  does  not  fulfil  what  1 
consider  should  b.^  its  legitimate  objects.  For  instance,  we  are 
doing  absolutely  no  research  work  and  ne.xt  to  no  exi)erimental 
work.  All  we  are  doing  at  present  is  to  establish  a  model  farm  at 
Groot  Constant la,  to  raise  stocks  and  new  varieties  of  wine  and 
lah  (>  grapes,  and  proceeding  as  well  as  we  can  in  that  direction 
wnh  the  means  at  our  disposal.  We  answ(>r  the  questions  which 
are  asked  us,  but  our  answers  must  be  based  on  our  experience  in 
other  coiuitru>s,  because  no  experiments  have  ever  been  undertaken 
in  South  Afi'ica,  and  con.secpicnily  we  aiv  unable  to  give  the  farmers 
tlu  results  of  local  ex[)eriments!  ■Ihal  is,  with  n-gard  to  the  im- 
portant questions  of  stocks,  adaptation  of  Ihr  .'^oil,  atlinifv  to  scions, 
and  .so  forth,  and  the  best  varieties  re(|uire(l  for  certain  tyjjcs  of 
^^■'i!''-  V(Mi  will  liiid  in  my  evidence  before  two  Parliamentary 
Sel((t  Coniniitlccs  ;ind  in  ni\-  .•iniiiial  ivport  that  I  have  made  cer- 
laii)  suggestions  and  recommendations  for  the  establishment  of  ex- 
perimental stations  three  to  start  with  and  for  the  establishment 
of  an  educalidiial  centre  at  Groot  Constantia  I  beli(«ve  this  was 
approved  of  |,y  the  Select  Comniittee  on   \' i  t  icii  1 1 II  re,   which  sat   in 
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I90;J,  shoi'lly  at'lof  u\\  an-iv;il  here,  and  also  l>y  Hit'  Guveniniciit, 
but  was  not  carried  out  iiiainl\  (Hi  account  of  shortaj^e  of  fundH. 
When  these  sui^geslions  are  carried  inlo  eCfect  -it  will  ])i'ol)a!)ly 
take  sevei'al  years— the  l)ranch  I  consider  will  fulfil  its  legitimate 
(tl)jects,  but  until  that  is  tlone  1  do  not  thinly  it  is. 

244.  Mi-.  Ahriihain^ion.]  Vou  tlnnk  ttie  esbd)lishnient  of  these 
experimental  stations  is  really  necessary? — \  consider  we  i'e({inre 
e.Kperimcudal  stations  to  solve  certain  very  ui-i.,'ent  questions  which 
cannot  be  solved  until  the  stations  are  established,  and  further  I 
consider  that  we  must  have  a  teaching  institution,  where  we  could 
educate  young;  men,  and  that  such  a  school  should  be  at  Gropt 
Constantia.  tt  would  not  clash  at  all  with  any  primary  education 
which  is  given  at  Elsenburg  or  elsewhert'. 

245.  C/iairman.\  How  nuicii  would  be  recjuired  to  can'\-  out 
these  suggestions  of  yours? — Last  year  when  1  was  ask(>d  by  liie 
Secretary  for  Agriculture  to  give  him  an  estimate  of  what  I  requircnl 
I  included  the  sum  of  £1,500  for  three  stations-  £500  for  each.  IJnt 
like  many  other  items  it  had  to  be  struck  out. 

246.  Mr.  Ahnthumson.]  In  your  former  evidence  did  you  sketch 
out  any  scheme  in  connection  with  your  suggestions  'i — You  will 
lind  nil  my  suggestions  detailed  in  my  first  annual  report. 

247.  Wculd  you  Uke  us  to  refer  to  that  for  any  information  w(! 
may  require? — Yes,  I  think  it  woitld  be  advisable.  The  memoran- 
dum which  appears  as  an  appendix  to  tlie  re])()rt  of  the 
Select  Commitlee  of  the  Legislative  Council  last  Session  on  I  lie 
Agricultural  Department  embodies  the  scheme  without,  however, 
giving  so  many  details  as  I  gave  in  my  first  annual  icpoii.  I  may 
add  that  want  of  funds  was  one  reason  for  my  suggestions  not  be- 
ing carried  out,  anotlier  reason  which  is  a  corollary  to  that  is  want 
of  equipment  at  Constantia,  as  we  have  no  i)roper  laboratories,  etc. 
The  present  staff  occupies  the  only  building  (m  the  place. 

248.  I'ou  Ihiidv  that  the  education  given  to  young  men  at  l^lsen- 
burg,  who  want  to  learn  anything  about  wine-farming,  is  absolutely 
inadequate? — I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  that. 

249.  But  you  think'  the  scheme  you  suggest  woukl  be  better? — 
The  scheme  t  suggest  is  very  much  on  the  same  basis  as  that  in 
vogue  in  France.  Have  your  general  agricultural  colleges,  where 
the  young  men  can  receive  general  agricultural  edcuation,  then 
have  your  school  at  Constantia  as  a  special  viticulutral  college, 
where  they  can  come  and  spcMid  a  year  and  imi)rove  their  k-now- 
ledge  in  tiiat  special  branch. 

250.  You  think  that  after  general  knowledge  obtained  at  an 
agriculiurai  college,  whether  at  Elsenl)urg  or  elsewhere,  that  a  spe- 
cial wine-making  knowledge  should  be  acquired  at  Constantia? — 
Yes.  everything  is  practically  ripe  there  foi'  such  an  institution,  and 
the  erection  of  a  building  to  house  the  additional  teaching  staff  and 
students  would  only  require  a  very  slight  increased  expenditure. 

251.  Mr.  Rubidffe.]  From  what  you  say,  I  take  it  you  have  not  a 
complete  staff  there  at  present  for  carrying  out  the  finishing  touches 
which  you  suggest  should  be  given  to  the  students  in  wine-farm- 
ing?— At  present  w^e  have  no  students,  and  do  not  require  such  a 
staff. 

252.  It  would  necessitate  the  erection  of  a  niunber  of  buildings 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  your  scheme? — They  need  not  be 
ex})ensive  buildings,  because  I  do  not  think  you  would  ever  have 
more  than  ten  or  twelve  students  to  start  with,  and  I  think  it  advis- 
aljle  that  there  should  not  be  more  than  that  number.    I  would  not 
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a(b.isr  stariinu  a  scliool  on  a  laryi-  scale.  We  iniisl  feel  our  way; 
bill  I  think  a  .school  should  be  started  there,  because  1  think  it  would 
fulid  a  lono-  felt  want. 

:i.3;].  J/r.  Owen-L/'tvis.]  Is  anylhinu  beinu  done  at  present  to  en- 
courage the  sale  of  Colonial  wine  in  England  and  on  the  Continent  ; 
— I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say.  I  know  what  is  being  done  l)y  the 
Victorian  Government. 

254.  Who  gets  the  greater  part  of  the  profit  on  wine  at  the  ju'c- 
se.it  time — the  wane-farmer  or  the  middleman  ? — That  is  a  ver>;' 
drl)atable  question.  The  prices  the  farmers  receive  fluctuate  so 
much,  and  the  prices  at  which  the  wine  is  retailed  also  fluctuate 
considerably.  For  instance,  wines  that  fetched  £15  a  leaguer  last 
year  cannot  find  a  buyer  at  £5  now. 

255.  Mr.  Abrahainson.]  Do  you  sell  in  bulk  at  all  at  the  (Jovern 
me  lit  Wine  Farm? — No,  only  by  the  case. 

25(5.  So  you  do  not  know  what  the  value  of  your  wine  would  be 
if  sold  in  liiilk.' — We  only  sell  wines  thai  are  at  least  three  years 
old,  and  usually  four  or  five. 

257.  "i'ou  dO  not  know  what  the  value  of  your  matured  wine 
would  be  to  a  merchant? — No.  Matured  wine  is  never  sold  in  bulk 
))y  farmers. 

258.  Do  you  think  that  when  the  farmer  has  matured  his  wine 
the  only  thing  for  him  to  do  is  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the 
puljlic  direct  without  going  to  the  middleman? — Yes,  that  could  be 
done. 

259.  That  is  to  say,  he  would  enter  into  com[)etition  with  tlu- 
w  ine-mercliant  i — Most  decidedly. 

2G0.  Mr.  Ovx'n-Leivis.]  But  frojn  your  experience  of  \Aine-farmers 
in  the  Colony,  do  you  think  they  are  getting  a  fair  price  for  wine 
from  the  wine-buyers? — I  can  only  repeat  private  conversations  with 
a  wine-Ijuyer.  He  tells  me  the  purchasing  powers  of  the  piiblic  have 
diminished,  and  that  his  stores  are  full. 

2()1.  Mr.  Abrahainson.]  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  disposing  of 
your  wine? — No,  we  sell  al)out  400  or  500  cases  every  month. 

2(52.  At  what  price? — It  all  depends  on  the  ({uantity  purchased, 
we  have  three  rates.  The  prices  ;ire  published  in  the  "Agricultural 
.louriial." 

2(5:].  Mr.  (Mrri!'L( iris.]  You  believe  that  if  the  wine-farmer  could 
d(;il  direct  with  the  ])ublic  that  he  would  get  far  higher  prices  than 
he  does  at  jn'esent  from  the  wine  merchants  if  there  were  a  system 
of  co-()])eration  and  he  had  his  travellers  ? — Yes,  most  dc^cidedly. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  if  properly  (jrganised,  and  if  they  liave  their 
own  travellers  and  market  their  own  slulY,  they  would  get  the  ])ro- 
(i!  which  now  goes  into  the  hands  of  the  wine  inerchanf. 

2()4.  Mr  Miraludii.^on.]  Do  you  tliini\  that  with  the  improvemeni 
thai  will  lake  place  in  the  wine  i)y  a  system  of  co-operation  and 
oi'gaiiisatioii  that  the  wine-niei'chant  will  be  in  a  position  to  give 
an  (nlianced  price  to  lh(>  'jrower,  or  would  it  pay  the  grower  belter 
to  K  tail  it  direcl  lo  llic  public  ?— It  is  \-ery  difficult  to  foresee  ex- 
actly wiial  course  things  will  take. 

2(15.  Mr.  (hrt'ti  Li'iris.]  You  have  faith  in  the  future  of  Colonial 
wines;  There  is  no  doiilil  that  we  can  make  as  good  a  wine  here 
as  anywhere  else,  only  we  do  not  make  il,  because  there  is  no  organ- 
isation, no  knowledge,  and  in  some  cases  no  capital  available. 

2(5(5.  Therefore  organisation  would  greatly  improve  the  position 
of  the  wine  fanner  in  the  Colony  ^  Yes,  there  is  no  doubt  Of  that. 
We  have  the  experience  of  other  countries  in  that  respect. 


267.  Mr.  Ro//ers.]  Could  yon  fnniisli  llic  Coiniiiissioii  with  lli(>  ;ip- 
Ijroximate  cost  of  \vorkin<i  \(iiii-  Iniincli  (.f  llic  Aurinili  iiiiil  Dcpiirt- 
menl^— The  aniomil  |)lac(>(l' on  Ihc  I-'-slinuitcs  lor  (his  year  is  1:5,000. 
Last  year  we  s))en(  a  ccrlain  anioiuit  of  iiioncv  on  the  hiiihIiiiL;  of 
new  cellars,  which  expendihii'e  ooes  (o  ca])ilal  accouni  and  will  nol 
recur.  This  year  \  understand  a  ccitain  sum  will  ])e  added,  which 
has  lo  be  si)en(  on  Ihc  new  eellai-s  which  were  not  completed  last 
year. 

268.  Ts  Conslaidia  worked  at  a  proHt? — Yes. 

269.  What  is  done  with  the  profit  ?— Up  lo  (he  present  it  has 
been  reinvested  in  improvements,  allhonuh  we  do  not  see  the  |)rofi(, 
as  we  pay  our  collections  inlo  revennc. 

270.  About  what  amount  would  that  be?— it  is  extremely  ditfi- 
cult  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  accounts  without  havin<T  theJ)Ooks 
l)efore  me.  The  Auditor-General's  reports  for  last  year  showed  a 
loss  of  £2,979  6s.  Id.  after  the  wines  were  valued  by  me,  the  first 
valuation  being  done  on  a  wrono-  basis  altogethei'.  This  year  we 
will  be  able  to  balance,  or  even  show  a  ])rofit,  and  after  this  year 
we  should  always  show  a  profit.  I  suppose  I  can  mention  here  a 
point  in  regard  to  Constantia.  Parliament  was  asked  to  vote  this 
year  £3,000  for  working  expenses,  and  we  have  for  the  first  half  of 
the  financial  year  ):)ai(l  into  the  revenue  over  that  amount,  some 
£3,150.  If  we  sell  wine  at  the  same  rate,  our  total  revenue  for  the 
year  will  amount  to  al)Out  £5,000  or  over.  If  we  did  as  is  done  in 
the  case  of  the  Porter  Reformatory  at  Tokai,  we  could  place  our 
receipts  to  the  credit  of  our  vote,  and  we  would  not  require  Parlia- 
ment to  vote  such  a  large  sum  as  £3,000.  Maybe  we  will  not  re- 
"uire  Parliament  to  vote  us  anything  at  all,  or  perhaps  if  such  a 
thing  is  possil)le,  to  vote  a  minus  vote.  At  present  when  the  Esti- 
mates are  before  Parliament,  the  revenue  is  not  shown  against  the 
ex])enditure,  and  I  think  it  would  V)e  advisal)le  to  show  it  so  that 
Parliament  would  see  that  they  are  not  asked  to  vote  £3,000,  bul 
]jossibly  nothing,  because  we  can  balance  with  our  receipts.  I 
mean  a  certain  section  of  Parliament  may  think  it  is  rather  a  large 
sum  to  spend,  ])ecause  they  have  not  before  them  the  revenue  which 
we  derive  from  the  expenditure  of  that  money. 

271.  Ts  it  possible  to  make  your  branch  of  the  Service  self-su])- 
porting? — I  do  not  think-  it  is  possible,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  ad- 
visable. Make  Constantia  as  a  business  self-supporting,  most  de- 
cidedly, l)ut  the  country  must  not  expect  to  get  its  research  and  ex- 
perimental work  for  nothing. 

272.  Are  you  satisfied  witli  the  ju-ogress  yon  are  making  in 
your  research  work? — No,  we  are  not  doing  any  research  or  exiieri- 
mental  work'  to  si)eak  of. 

273.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Something  was  mentioned  about  co-operative 
associations.  Do  you  think  ihe  wine-growers  would  support  such 
a  suggestion? — Perhaps  somebody  with  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
farmers  would  l)e  a1)le  to  answer"  that  question  better  than  myself, 
bul  I  do  not  see  wh\'.  when  once  thev  have  grasped  what  co  opera- 
tion means,  thev  slmuld  not  accept  it. 

274.  Mr.  Orpen.]  I  understand  from  your  evidence  that  you 
consider  the  Wine  Farm  at  Constantia  a  financial  succcess  as  a  busi- 
ness?— It  will  be  in  a  year  or  two. 

275.  That  is  merelv  as  a  business  undertaking? — Yes. 

276.  Your  idea  is  that  it  should  be  of  more  educational  service 
to  the  country  ?— A^es,  it  slKndd  be  a  centre  Avherefrom  knowledge 
could  arise,  and  be  spread  over  the  country.     It  should  be  a  model 
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farm,  and  an  experimental  station  and  a  coll(\o(\  the  potentialities 
are  there  to  fulfil  these  objects. 

277.  Your  making  it  a  success  as  a  wine  farm  is  of  no  use  unless 
it  can  be  used  for  ed\icational  purposes? — I  cannot  say  it  is  of  no 
educational  valae  at  present,  as  we  get  a  good  man_y  farmers  to 
visit  us,  and  they  see  what  we  are  doing.  They  want  some  time  to 
digest  what  they"  see,  but  certainly  T  think  we  could  l)e  of  far  greater 
benefit  to  the  country  by  having  yoinig  men  students  there  for  a 
year  or  so. 

278.  Therefore  you  think  it  should  not  be  run  simply  from  a 
business  point  of  view — the  question  of  profit  should  be  put  on  one 
side? — We  must  not  confuse  the  farm  and  education.  The  two 
things  may  be  done  on  the  same  ground,  but  two  separate  accounts 
altogether' must  be  kept.  The  Farm  account  must  show  a  profit;  if 
not,  we  fail,  l)nt  the  country  must  not  expect  to  make  a  profit  on  the 
money  we  are  going  to  spend  nn  education  and  on  experimental 
and  research  work. 

279.  Yon  think  !lie  C'onstantia  Wine  Farm  is  eminently  suited 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used? — T  think  so.  I  do  not  think 
we  have  any  other  ]dace  in  the  Colony  to  match  it. 

280.  With  reference  to  other  duties  apart  from  C'onstantia,  is 
most  of  your  time  taken  up  witli  lectuies  al  Elsenburg? — I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  Elsenburg. 

281.  In  what  way  does  the  wine-farming  community  obtain 
any  advantage  by  your  employment  l)v  Government? — When  I  am 
I'equested,  T  deliver  lectures  in  various  centres.  During  the  past 
vear  I  have  delivered  lectures  on  co-operation  at  Wellington,  Paarl, 
Stellenbosch,  and  Hex  River,  and  before  the  Farmers'  Congress  at 
Rosebank.  At  Stellenboscli  T  delivered  a  fidl  course,  comprising 
thii'ty-six  lectures. 

282.  That  was  done  at  the  request  of  the  wine-farmers? — Yes. 

283.  There  is  no  system  of  giving  lectures? — No,  the  Stellen- 
bosch  lectures  were  arranged  between  the  Agricultural  Society  of 
Stellenbosch  and  the  authorities  at  the  Vicloria  College,  and  lasted 
for  two  terms. 

284.  It  was  in  connection  with  Victoria  College? — Yes. 

285.  Do  you  think  that  branch  of  your  work  might  l)e  con- 
sidcraliiy  increased  ? — Certainly.  I  Ihink  I  may  mention  wliat  is 
l)eing  done  in  Victoria  with  regai'd  to  lectures  to  farmers.  'Hie 
scheme  is  exijlained  in  (ietail  by  the  Director  of  Agricullnre  in  his 
annual' re])()i't,  a  copy  of  which  will,  I  think,  be  found  in  the  Agri- 
cultural I)('[)ai1menl  here.  Thei'e  you  will  see  thai  they  have  a 
well  organised  scheme  by  wiiicli  llic  various  members  of  Ihc  pro- 
fessional branches  of  llu'  Agricidl  urai  D(M)arl  mcnt  can  conic  in  con 
tact  with  the  farmers. 

286.  Chairman.']  In  rc|il\'  to  a  prcx'ioiis  (pu'stioii,  yon  nnuh'  a 
slalemeni  thai  wine-farnu'rs  could  gel  III.")  a  leaguer  for  wine  last 
year  foi-  which  at  the  present  time  Ihey  can  only  gel  £;").  What  is 
the  reason  of  that? — The  reason  given  to  me  by  Avine  inerclianls  is 
that  Ihe  iiui'cliasing  power  of  the  counti'v  is  diminishing,  and  that 
they  ai'e  overstocked.  'I'here  is  another  reason,  and  thai  was  lh(> 
li-niporary  flooding  of  the  markef  l)y  some  wines  left  by  the  military 
canleeiis  at  Fast  London  and  Durban.  1  baxc  been  told  that  at  an 
auction  sale  cases  of  Cerinan  hock  went  at  Is.  a  case,  the  ]nirchaser 
having  to  pay  the  duty,  and  of  course  we  cannot  compete  againstr 
that,  l)ul  this  cannot  lasl. 

287.  Is  not   tlie  fact  of  the  (iovernnieni   getting  l)etler  prices  for 


81 

their  wines  al  Constanlia  due  to  the  Governniciil  malurinn  ilu-  wine 
i)efoi'e  selling,  whereas  (hi'  farmers  sell  I  heir  wine  as  soon  as  it  is 
made  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

288.  How  do  you  view  IIk^  pi'otjosed  seliciiie  ot  an  Aj^'riciill  iiral 
Board,  and  a  Council  to  advise  the  (Jovenimeiil   in   framing   Ksti 
mates,  and  the  expenditure  of  the  moneys  voted  l)v  I'arlianienl  for 
agricultural  piu-jjoses? — I  should  like  to"  read  over"  the  letter  of  in 
s( ruction  issued  to  the  Commission  hefore  replying  lo  that  question. 

289.  Mr.  Ahni/uimson.]  You  have  had  expcsrience  in  Australia 
with  regard  to  the  organisation  of  i(s  Agricullural  Deijai'lment? — 
Yes,  I  was  there  for  five;  years. 

290.  Was  there  a  scheme  fi)r  (lie  re-organisation  of  the  Agricul- 
lural Department  in  that  jwrl  of  Auslralia  where  yon  were?— Yes, 
in  Victoria. 

291.  Would  you  mind  telling  Ihe  Commission  wliat  the  system 
originally  was  and  why  it  was  re-organised?-  When  I  arrived 
(here,  there  was  no  system.  No  o(!icer  knew  very  well  how  he  was 
standing.  There  existed  a  Viticullural  Board  and  a  Horticultural 
Board,  and  tlia(  was  all.  They  were  supposed  to  Ite  only  Advisory- 
Boards  to  the  Agi'icuKural  Department,  and  little  l)y  little  they 
l)ecame,  or  tried  to  become,  more  or  less  administrative,  which  was 
a  cause  of  constant  struggle  between  them  and  (he  Department. 
Besides  that  there  was  and  still  is  a  Council  of  Agricultural  Edu- 
cation, appointed  in  accordance  with  the  prcjvisions  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Colleges  Act,  1884.  Large  tracts  of  land  were  vested  in  that 
Council,  and  they  were  resjionsible  for  the  management  of  this  land 
from  which  Ihey  derived  as  much  money  as  they  could  by  lease  and 
otherwise,  and  with  the  funds  derived  from  that,  they  established 
two  Agricultural  Colleges,  one  at  Dookie  and  the  other  at  Longer- 
noug.  Personally  T  agree  with  that  Council,  which  is  still  in  exist- 
ence. It  was  the  best  part  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  and 
still  is.  The  Minister  and  the  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture  are 
e.r-officio memhevii  of  the  Council,  together  with  various  meml)ers  of 
Parliament  and  leading  farmers. 

292.  Are  the  members  nominated  or  elected  ?— They  are  partly 
ap]iointed  by  the  Governor  in  Council  and  partly  elected  by  Agri- 
cultural Societies.  The  great  jioint  in  favour  of  the  Council  of  Agri- 
cultural Education  there  is  that  they  are  absolutely  free  from  any 
pressure  that  nuiy  be  l)rought  to  bear  upon  them  from  outsiders. 
The  two  other  Boards  I  referred  to  have  been  al)olished,  and  a 
Director  of  Agriculture  has  been  appointed.  Where  I  think  an  im- 
mense progress  has  been  made  in  Victoria  is  in  the  aljsolute  separa- 
tion of  the  two  staffs  of  the  Agricultural  Department.  There  is  a 
cit  rical  staff  under  the  Secretary  for  Agriculture,  who  is  an  officer 
equivalent  to  oar  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture,  and  then  there  is 
a  professional  staff  under  the  Director  for  Agriculture  who  is  a  pro- 
fessional man.  That  alone  has  l)een  a  huge  progress.  The  scheme 
had  been  in  working  o-rder  for  about  two  years  when  I  left,  and  T 
could  notice  a  great  change.  The  difficulty  which  arises  in  an  Agri- 
cultural Department  run  as  ours  now  is,  is  this,  that  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent letters  are  misdii'ected  through  no  ill  purpose,  but  sim]ily 
through  mistake.  I  receive  letters  on  importan(  viticultui'al 
matters  minuted  bj'  young  clerks  who  give  their  advice.  That  is 
a  mistake.  Of  coarse,  the  young  man  fresh  out  of  the  nursery  is 
onl}'  too  pleased  to  give  advice  when  asked  for  it,  l)ut  he  should  not 
be  asked  for  it.  I  am  then  asked  to  report  on  his  remarks.  That 
should  be  avoided,  and  would  he  to  a  great  extent  if  all  pi'ofessional 


matters  came  under  one  head  Avho  could  direct  them  to  tlie  various 
sub-lieads. 

293.  Is  the  Director  of  Agriculture  in  Victoria  sLi[)eri()i'  to  the 
Under  Secretary  here?-^He  is  the  head  of  the  Department. 

294.  So  that  he  is  really  the  head  of  l)oth  the  clerical  stall'  and 
the  professional  staff? — No',  he  has  absolutely  nothintr  to  do  with 
the  appointment,  leave  of  absence  of  clerks,  etc. 

295.  He  is  the  head  of  the  whole  Department,  Init  the  clerical 
staff,  you  say,  is  independent  of  the  professional  staff? — They  are 
as  independent  as  they  can  be,  living  under  the  same  roof.  The 
Director  for  Agriculture  frames  the  Estimates,  and  the  Secretary 
is  generally  present  to  advise  on  departmental,  clerical,  and  such 
matters. 

290.  Mr.  Abrahrnnson.]  You  spoke  about  Boards  being  in  exist- 
enc(5  in  Australia,  the  members  of  which  were  partly  elected  and 
partly  nominated,  are  these  Boards  still  in  existence? — In  Victoria 
till'  Viticultural  and  the  Horticultural  Boards  have  l)een  done  away 
with,  ])ut  the  Council  of  Agricultural  Education  is  still  in  existence. 

297.  There  is  no  system  in  Australia  at  the  present  moment  at 
all  approacliing  to  what  we  are  endeavouring  to  institute  here? — 
No,  I  do  not  think  so,  but  I  would  like  to  read  the  pro])osed  scheme 
here  before  giving  a  definite  reply. 

298.  As  "far  as  you  know,  there  is  no  Advisory  Board  or  Co- 
operative Board  in  Australia  in  connection  with  the  Agricultural 
Department  at  the  present  moment? — No,  it  is  done  to  a  certain 
extent  through  the  various  Agricultural  Societies  coming  into 
direct  contact  with  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  but  otherwise  in 
Victoria  there  is  nothing. 

299.  Chuir/iiari.]  To  whom  are  you  res])Onsible  in  the  Agricul- 
imal  Department,  and  to  what  exteid  are  you  in  touch  with  the 
other  branches? — In  terms  of  my  appointment,  I  am  responsil)le  to 
the  Minister  through  the  Under  Secretary.  Except  that  we  have  a 
friendly  intercourse,  we  are  not  in  touch  wiih  the  otlier  l)ranches, 
as  our  work  is  widely  diftVrent.  The  Entomologist's  branch  comes 
most  in  touch  with  us. 

300.  In  case  you  wish  to  report,  do  you  send  it  through  the 
Under  Secretary? — Matters  of  importance  are  written  in  the  shape 
of  a  letter  to  the  Minister,  accomi^anied  by  a  memorandum  ad- 
dressed to  the  Under  Secretarv  for  transmission  to  the  Minister. 
When  I  first  arrived  here,  I  did  not  know  how  the' routine  work  was 
carried  out,  and  T  asked  for  information.  I  did  not  receive  very 
mucli  infoi'uiation,  so  I  informed  the  Acting  Under  Secretary  that 
under  those  circumstances  I  had  perhaps  V)etter  ado])!  Ilic  course 
followed  in  Australia,  and  he  said  I  could  not  do  l)etter. 

301.  Are  you  given  a  free  liand  to  act  as  you  thiid\  best  in  tlu^ 
interests  of  the  wine-farmers,  or  ai'e  vou  to  wait  until  \'ou  gt>t  in 
si  ructions  from  the  Minister?—!  am  given  as  free  a  hand  as  T  could 
be  given  with  th(^  existing  rules.  I  see  the  Secretary,  and  we  dis- 
cuss matters  of  importance.  Since  my  re-appointment,  I  cannot 
C(>mplain,  as  T  am  left  a  very  free  hand  indeed. 

302.  /¥r.  Ahrahfitiistin.]  You  say  in   lerms  of  vour  ai)pointment 
you  are  responsible  to  the  Secretary   for  Agriculture  llirough   the 
Under  Secrelaiy,  and  vou  say  that  that  is  so  in  reality,  and  tliat  you 
ar(i  satisfied  tluil  the  terms  of  vour  aiuiointment  are  carried  out '— 
Yes. 

303.  But  apart  from  lliat,  are  you  satisfied  with  tlie  way  in 
\\lnch  your  brau^'h  is  woik'ed  in  connection   willi  the  Auriculturnl 
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Depavtmont,  oi-  do  you  think  Uiere  is  room  ff)r  improvement  ? — T 
caj'  only  repeat  what  I  said  liefore,  that  with  resc^arcli  worlc  |)ro- 
perly  carried  out,  we  could  do  better  work.  There  are  little  hitches 
which  could  be  avoided  if  we  had  better  oroanisation  in  the  pro- 
fessional bnincli,  that  is,  we  were  separated  from  the  clerical 
branch. 

;>04.  I  tliiiili  yon  said  a  little  wiiile  aj^'o  that  you  thoui>ht  that 
your  Department,  with  reyai'd  to  its  cxjx'nditure  and  its  revenue, 
should  be  treated  as  a  whole  f  VVlinl  I  should  like  is  that  when  the 
estimate  of  our  expencUture  is  printed,  it  should  be  printed  in  the 
same  form  as  is  done  with  reyard  to  the  Poi'ler  ReformatoiT  at 
Tokai. 

305.  Has  the  Superintendent  of  the  Porter  Reformatory  the 
l)Ower  to  re-invest  his  profits? — I  am  not  sure,  but  he  has  a  freer 
hand  even  than  I  have,  and  can  place  his  receijits  to  the  credit  of 
his  votes.  I  think  Mr.  Orpen  could  give  very  oood  information  on 
this  point. 

306.  3'lr.  Oosthuisen.]  What  means  VvOuld  you  suogest  to  enable 
your  Department  to  come  into  closer  touch  with  the  farmers? — At 
Ijresent  without  having  read  the  instructions  issu(>d  to  tliis  Coxn- 
mittee  I  cannot  i>ive  any  further  details  than  what  I  have  written 
in  my  first  annual  report;  but  I  think  I  can  answer  your  question 
far  better  after  reafling-  the  instructions. 

307.  Mr.  Rogers.]  We  are  spending  £4,530  a  year  on  your  branch 
of  the  Department.  I  would  like  to  know  how  many  hands  are  em- 
ployed under  you,  and  what  they  are  actually  doino? — You  are 
spendino  £4,530  less  the  collections  we  are  payin<4  into  revenue. 
Wc  have  a  supervisor  at  Stellenbosch  Plantation,  with  a  number  of 
workmen  under  him,  who  vary  from  one  to  six  or  more  according 
to  the  season. 

308.  Then  Stellenbosch  is  part  of  the  Constantia  Branch? — Yes. 
At  Constantia  we  have  a  hearl  cellarman  who  also  has  men  under 
him.  At  present  he  has  three,  but  during  the  vintage  he  will  have 
more.  We  have  a  farm  manager  and  experimentalist  who  has 
overseers  under  him  At  present  there  are  three  overseers  under 
him,  and  a  numl)er  of  convicts,  which  varies  from  40  to  50  Then 
we  have  an  Engineer  who  is  at  present  attending  to  our  new  plant, 

309.  Is  he  a  permanent  officer? — Nobody  is  permanent,  except 
the  cellar  manager,  the  farm  manager,  and  ihe  clerk. 

Peter  MacOivan,  Hon.  D.  Sc.  (C.G.H.),  B..4.  (Land.),  F.L.S.,  examined. 

310.  Chairman.]  What  office  do  you  hold  in  the  Government 
service? — I  am  the  Government  Botanist. 

311.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment? — In  1891, 
when  the  Botanical  Gardens  were  taken  over  from  the  Committee 
by  the  Municipal  Council,  I  passed  over  to  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment by  request  of  the  Government,  and  have  been  engaged  there 
ever  since.  Generally  speaking,  my  duties  have  been  to  give  ad- 
vice upon  any  matters  within  my  experience,  whether  botanical  or 
otherwise,  so  that  the  work  has  been  taken  in  a  wide  sense. 

312.  Does  your  branch,  in  your  opinion,  adequately  fulfil  all 
its  legitimate  objects? — There  are  some  things  which  require  atten- 
tion, l)ut  they  do  not  get  it.  For  instance,  there  is  no  convenient 
manual  of  the  Botany  of  the  Cape  ready  to  the  hands  of  the 
teachers  at  the  schools\  and  how  tliey  manage  I  do  not  know.  I 
once    proposed    that     arrangements     should     be    made     whereby 
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Harvey's  Manual  of  the  Genera  of  South  African  Plants  should  be 
passed  into  a  second  edition,  or  a  new  work  written  on  more  modern 
lines.  But  that  scheme  was  coupled  with  recommendations  which 
did  not  appear  to  suit  the  Department,  and  so  has  been  dropped. 
Dr.  Schonland,  who  is  Director  of  the  Museum  at  Grahamstown, 
and  more  up  to  date  than  myself,  should,  I  recommended,  come 
to  Cape  Town  as  my  assistant  at  a  nominal  salary;  that  he  should 
live,  study,  and  work  wilh  me  at  the  new  bt)()k  lirst  of  all,  and  then 
in  the  event  of  my  retrocession  from  the  duties  of  Government 
Botanist,  there  would  be  a  man  ready  to  take  that  office,  who  would 
have  all  the  work  at  his  tingers'  ends. 

313.  Was  your  suggestion  carried  out'? — No,  there  did  not  seem 
to  be  any  precedent  for  such  a  cour.se. 

314.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  olfer  in  order  that  your 
branch  may  more  adequately  fulfil  its  legitimate  objects  i — There 
are  a  number  of  small  matters  which  T  shoidd  like  done,  but  T  do 
noi  think  that  there  is  anything  in  the  organisation  of  my  branch 
that  I  need  refer  to. 

315.  You  agree  it  does  not  fulfil  all  its  o1)iects? — I  would  not 
say  that  without  qualification.  If  a  new  man  comes  into  the  place, 
he  will  take  his  own  line,  and  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  fair  for  the 
Department  to  call  on  him  for  the  same  variety  of  report  as  I  have 
handled,  because  he  would  be  a  l)otanist  pure  and  simple,  and 
would  not  have  the  economical  and  cultural  experience  that  have 
come  in  my  way  in  the  course  of  a  long  life.  I  can  give  you  some 
idea  of  the  work  I  have  done  V)y  handing  in  a  catalogue  showing 
the  reports  that  I  sent  in  while  1  was  Director  of  the  Botanic 
Gardens,  and  as  yet  unattached  t(j  the  De])artment.  There  are  150 
reports,  and  you  will  see  that  some  of  them  are  rather  important 
ones. 

316.  Dr.  ^vohhs?^  What  are  your  views  as  to  the  duties  an  agri- 
cultural botanist  in  this  Colony  should  be  called  upon  to  perform? 
— The  office  we  are  discussing  is  not  exactly  that  of  an  agricultural 
botanist.  The  difficulty  arises  out  of  its  two-sided  character.  He 
would  have  to  ])ossess  agricultural  knowledge  and  an  accurate 
technical  acquaintance  with  Cape  Botany.  He  must  know  the 
Cai)e  Flora  critically  for  the  advancement  of  the  science  ))ure  and 
siniple.  Then  only  can  he  give  a  reliable  forecast  of  the  probabili 
ties  when  plants  supposed  to  be  poisonous  are  brought  forward  as 
the  cause  of  injury  to  stock.  The  practical  use  follows  the  science, 
and  guess-work  is  eliminated.  He  would  thus  be  in  close  connec- 
tion with  the  Laboratory  and  the  Veterinary  Staff.  Cultural 
matters  are  (|uite  distinct  and  scarcely  l)otanical  save  in  a  general 
sense. 

317.  As  an  independent  officer? — Yes.  1  do  iu)t  think  the  Gov- 
ernment Botanist  should  be  unik'r  any  subordinate  ollicei'. 

318.  WOnld  you  suggest  that  he  be  stationed  at  liead(|narlers? 
— Yes.  He  is  the  curator  and  maintainer  of  the  Government  fler- 
barium,  which  is  fnndamental  for  Cape  Boliuiy  here. 

319.  To  what  extent  should   he  travel  ^     Tf  he  is  travelling  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing    the    knowledge    of    the    fiora  of  South 
Africa,  he  must   himself  decide  what   districts  have  been   least   in 
vestigated  and  anange  to  examiui'  them  speciallw 

320.  Do  you  think  such  a  botanist  would  be  of  much  service  in 
111  '  Colony  in  analysing  new  plants  and  calliim-  nitention  to  our 
proper  wants?  A'es,  if  he  always  remembers  that  he  is  not  aj)- 
poinled  simjjly  to  collect  ])lanls  and  to  preserve  them  in  a  museum, 
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He  is  to  a  large  extent  an  economic  oHicer,  and  nuisl  keep  himself 
lhorouf>hly  acquainted  with  what  other  Colonies  and  the  Ameri- 
cans are  doini;,  and  should  satalogae  their  cidtuial  literature  and 
kecY'  it  for  reference. 

321.  Therefore,  there  will  be  enough  work  for  a  purely  scientific 
botanist,  and  an  economic  holanist  assisting  the  farmers? — Yes. 
The  man  must  have  two  sides  or  there  nuist  be  two  nuMi..  If  he  is 
simply  a  scientific  botanist  he  would  not  he  of  uuich  use  to  the 
farmei's.  Tht'  (Urectt)!'  of  a  zooiogicfd  museum  is  not  a  referee  in 
niPtters  concerning  stock. 

1)22.  Do  you  think  a  good  economic  botanist  to  assist  the  farmers 
could  l)e  ol)tained  ? — Yes. 

32:i.  From  wiience? — I  was  going  to  say  off-hand  that  an  Ameri- 
can would  suit  us.  judging  from  the  success  attending  the  a])point- 
ment  of  the  Entomologist  we  have.  I  do  not  know  anybody  in  Eng- 
land who  would  suit,  perhaps  owing  to  my  long  al)sence  from  Eng- 
land as  it  now  is.  The  difficulty  lies  in  the  dual  nature  of  the  office 
and  in  almost  any  selection  one  or  othci'  si(h'  c^f  the  duty  will  suffer. 

324.  Is  there  nobody  in  the  Colony  who  could  be  broken  into 
tlie  work? — Possibly,  but  see  how  many  years  ir  would  take  to 
lireak  him  in.  Me  must  know  the  Cape  Flora  well  befV)re  he  takes 
office,  and  in  no  country  on  earth  is  there  a  Flora  so  vast  and  vaiied. 
Then  he  must  have  had  cultural  ex])erience  also. 

325.  C/uiirman.l  To  whom  are  you  responsible  in  the  Agricul- 
tuial  Department,  and  in  what  extent  are  you  in  touch  with  the 
otner  branches? — To  the  Secretariat  re]iresenting  the  Minister. 

32(1  Are  you  in  touch  with  the  other  branches? — Yes,  I  am  well 
acquainted  with  tne  working  of  some  of  the  other  branches.  The 
Veterinary  Officers  come  and  discuss  matters  with  me  concerning 
my  si(k'  of  (juestions  concerning  vegetable  poisons  and  so  forth, 
which  they  find  are  doing  harm  to  stock.  Then  the  Agricultural 
Assistant  has  l)een  very  closely  connected  with  me  since  1891  with 
I'cgard  to.  manures,  cropping,  and  fruit  and  othei-  cultures.  The 
introduction  of  new  plants  that  may  l)e  valuable  to  farmers  is  dis- 
cussed, and  when  ai)])roved  by  the  bei)artment  is  often  carried  out. 
In  the  Annexures  of  my  yearly  reports  there  is  mention  of  many  of 
these  introductions,  showing  the  economic  side  of  the  work  better 
thai)  anything  else  can. 

327.  i¥/'.  Abrahamson.]  At  present  the  system  is,  1  think,  that 
the  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture  is  the  permanent  head  of  the 
Agricultural  Department? — I  presume  so. 

328.  Do  you  think  that  if  would  be  better  for  the  working  of 
llu  ^Vgricultural  Department  if  the  professional  portion  of  it  were 
separated  from  the  clerical,  and  instead  of  as  at  present  that  you 
should  have  a  Director  of  Agriculture  for  the  ]n'ofessional  part, 
quite  apart  from  the  clerical  work? — That  is  a  very  big  question, 
and  cuts  deep.  I  think  myself  that  the  l)est  kind  of  professional 
Director  would  be  a  sort  of  clever  well-informed  officer  with  a  per- 
fectly free  hand.  He  alone  could  correlate  the  various  lines  of 
work  carried  on  and  act  with  prompt  decision.  I  should  like  to 
serve  under  a  man  like  that. 

b29.  That  is  to  say  such  a  Director  would  have  to  be  eminently 
capable? — Certainly;  his  com]ilete  knowledge  should  carry  com- 
plete powder. 

330.  What  we  are  driving  at  is  to  find  out  if  there  is  anything 
vvrong  with  the  present  organisation  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  advising  improvements,     "We  should  like 
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to  know  whether  the  present  system  is  perfect? — I  do  not  know 
enough  of  executive  requirements  to  offer  a  criticism,  but  it  does 
not  seem  to  me  fair  that  in  an  Agricultural  Department  the  greater 
number  of  employes  are  merely  of  clerical  standing  and  need  not 
know  anything  of  Agriculture. 

331.  Chftirman.~\  What  funds  are  there  at  your  disposal  for  the 
carrying  out  the  A\^rk  of  your  br;inch? — There  is  a  sum  of  £120  or 
£150  which  is  supposed  to  be  ))assed  by  Parlianu'iil  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Herl)arium  and  Library.  Whether  that  refers 
simply  to  my  library,  or  whether  it  covers  the  general  lilu'ary  of  the 
office,  I  cannot  say,  l)ut  when  I  want  anything  badly,  I  generally 
go  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  and  ask  for  it.  Matters  used  to  be 
very  difficult  for  me  in  matters  of  petty  requirements,  but  this  has 
i)een  put  on  a  satisfactory  footing  now.  I  have  nothing  to  s-uggest 
except  with  regard  to  the  Library.  Hitherto  the  Herl)arium  and 
students  con.sulting  it  have  had  the  use  of  my  botanical  library, 
which  is  fairly  extensive,  but  I  am  now  removing  it,  and  the  loss 
will  leave  the  Herbarium  rather  bare.  Whoever  succeeds  me  will 
certainly  make  a  considerable  demand  on  the  Department  for  new 
l)Ooks.  I  think  that  about  £150  should  be  allowed  the  Herbarium 
ever\  year,  then  we  shoidd  be  able  to  purchase  collections  of  plants 
from  other  countries  and  secure  valuable  works  as  they  offer.  Up 
to  the  present  we  have  not  purchased  any.  They  have  all,  say 
00,000  sheets  of  plants,  been  obtained  by  a  system  of  exchanges. 
Till'  present  arrangement  is  too  narrow  for  a  national  scientific  in- 
stitution. How  do  you  view  '.he  jiroposed  scheme  of  an  Agricul- 
tural Board  and  a  Touncil  to  advise  the  Government  in  framing 
estimates  and  the  expenditure  of  moneys  voted  by  Parliament  for 
Agricultural  puriioses? — I  should  not  venture  to  advise.  My  ex- 
perience of  Boards  and  Management  Committees  has  not  led  me  to 
widi  them  multiplied.  Do  not  one  or  two  masterful  spirits  gen- 
erally run  them? 

332.  Are  you  of  o))inion  that  such  a  scheme  could  be  antici- 
])ate(i  to  bring  the  Agricultural  Department  into  closer  touch  with 
the  farmers  or  not,  and  do  you  consider  it  would  be  advantageous 
to  the  general  bodv  of  Agriculturists  throughout  the  Colony? — It 
would  seem  to  me  that  there  is  now  no  more  ilifficulty  in  the  way  of 
a  farmer  applying  to  a  permanent  Head  or  Commissioner  than 
there  would  be  in  addressing  a  Board.  Tf  the  proposals  are  brouglit 
to  a  Board,  they  have  to  be  discussed  there,  and  you  will  have  a 
majority  and  a  minority  business  to  settle  it. 

333.  You  will  admit  that  ap-country  farmers  would  prefer  to 
approach  ;i  Board  rather  than  to  write  to  Cape  Town,  in  which  case 
the  letter  would  go  fi'om  oiu'  Department  to  another,  and  some- 
tiines  they  must  wait  months  for  a  reply,  whereas  if  you  had  a 
|}()ard  at  certain  places,  the  farmer  could  go  direct  to  it,  and  ask 
(brtclly  what  he  wants.  Do  not  you  think  tluit  would  l)e  an  en- 
couragement for  the  farmers'-  1  do  not  think  so.  The  delay 
assumed  is  a  clerical  failing,  (•ai)able  of  l>eing  set  right.  But  we 
liHve  not  competent  men  enough  to  make  local  Boards  up  and 
(l(nvii  the  country. 

:{34.  Have  you  had  any  cxpciicnce  in  oui'  Colony? — T  never 
bvcd  fiir  upcountry,  but  I  have  liad  a  great  deal  of  corres|)ondence 
lioiii  Mien  of  Jill  degrees  of  education.  They  wiite  to  me  direct,  and 
I  write  back,  liking  care  to  use  nfeal  pl.iinness  of  sjjeech  so  that  he 
wli(t  ploughs  nuiy  read. 

335.  You  can  only  speak  for  ttiose  who  write  to  voii  and  not  for 
IhoHC  who  do  not?  -Thnt  is  true. 
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:!3().  .)//•.  Oiirn  LcwLs.j  'Ww  pfiinaiit'iii  li.'jul.s  u[  llic  l)t'|iartiU(Mii 
of  Agriculture  are  nut  practical  laiiiicrs  ^- No,  thalis  scarcely 
possible. 

3;J7.  \  oil  think  il  would  be  an  inij)rovein(Mit  if  we  coulU  liave 
in  the  Agricultural  Department  a  lar-^er  number  of  practical  men 
than  we  have  at  present  ?-  Certainly.  In  this  conneclion  1  often 
think  of  the  constitution  of  the  Kd'ucation  Department.  Practi- 
cally s})eaking  the  8ui)erinten(lent-General,  out  of  his  great  know- 
ledge and  experience,  can  do  what  he  thinks  best,  and  unless  1  am 
mistaken,  he  does  not  recjuire  to  go  to  any  lioai'd  of  Control.  I 
think  that  something  similar  to  that  might  be  adopted  in  the  Agri 
cultural   Department,  a  Commissioner  witii  full  i)0\ver. 

ooS.  Do  you  think  that  if  we  had  a  Boai-d  of  ])ractical  farmers 
and  experts  on  Agricultural  matters  who  had  control  over  the  e.\- 
{)enditure  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  that  it  would  l)e  a  good 
thing  for  the  Colony? — I  should  not  like  to  have  a  Board,  but  rather 
one  man  at  the  head,  in  the  same  way  as  we  have  a  Superintendent- 
General  of  Education.  Practically  speaking  he  controls  all  the  ex- 
))enditure,  and  distributes  it  in  this  channel  and  the  other,  and  the 
result  is  schools  all  over  the  jilace,  and  well  in  hand. 

339.  Your  idea  of  reform  would  be  to  have  one  man  at  the  head 
with  aljsolute  control? — Yes,  but  "absolute"  must  be  defined. 

340.  You  do  not  believe  in  a.  ])opular  elective  Board? — No;  sei! 
how  it  is  w^orking  in  regard  to  Scab.  Local  Boards  never  do  much, 
and  you  are  always  liable  to  a  majority  vote,  that  is  to  say,  an  im- 
[)ortant  question  is  often  decided  by  the  odd  man,  the  result  being 
that  in  a  very  great  number  of  cases  it  is  decided  wrongly,  and  you 
have  to  try  back  for  review  and  rescinding. 

34rl.  \ou  do  not  believe  in  giving  the  farmers  any  control  over 
the  Agricultural  De])artment? — No,  I  would  encourage  them  to 
make  as  much  representation  of  their  neetls  as  they  Avish  to  a  man 
capable  of  dealing  with  them  i)romptly. 

342.  You  would  not  give  them  control .'-  -They  have  their  con 
trol  in  rarliament.  There  are  two  questions,  'there  is  first  the 
principle,  then  there  is  the  working  of  it  out  in  })ractice.  The  prin- 
ciple is  decided  in  Parliament.  The  actual  working  w^ould  be  done 
by  a  i)ractical  man  at  the  head  of  the  De])artinent.  It  is  no  good 
getting  half  a  dozen  men  to  do  a  job  which  requires  complete  know- 
ledge and  singleness  of  aim. 

343.  ///'.  Nobb.<:.]  What  are  your  views  with  regard  to  the  es- 
taljlishment  of  the  Ex|)erimental  Stations  in  the  Ca})e  Colony? — It 
is  one  of  the  great  wants.  I  believe  in  every  one  of  the  United 
States  there  are  two,  if  not  three.  Stations,  and  they  are  in  a.  posi- 
tion to  carry  out  experiments  on  a  large  scale,  and  give  the  farmers 
the  benefit  of  them  right  away. 

344.  As  an  expert  on  the"  subject,  you  give  it  as  your  profes- 
sional o])inion  that  they  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  Colon}-?— 
I  think  so,  not  as  a  matter  of  expert  evidence,  but  of  reflection. 

345.  ChairmanA  You  gave  the  Commission  to  understand  that 
in  your  o])inion  Agricultural  Boards  will  not  be  an  imi)rovement  on 
the  present  svstem  ? — That  is  so. 

34(j.  How  do  vou  understand  that  in  several  older  countries 
where  they  formerlv  had  Agricultural  De})artments  as  we  have, 
they  did  not  succeed  in  meeting  the  wishes  of  the  farmers  as  thev 
should  have  done,  and  so  they  appointed  Agricultural  Boards,  with 
the  result  that  greater  satisfaction  is  given?— I  do  not  know  that. 
Ma-  exi)erience  of  Boards  is  verv  small.  I  understand  that  the 
County  Council  Education  Boards  at  Home  have  not  answered 
very  well  and  we  have  had  experience  of  Railway  Boards  ourselves. 
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Adviser).  : 


Eric  Arthur  Nobbs,  I'h.l).,  B.Sc,  F.U.A.S.,  examined. 

o47.  Chainuan.']  What  oilice  do  you  hold  in  the  Government  ser- 
viced— I  am  the  Agrieidtural  Assistant  to  the  Government. 

:'AS.  You  have  been  api)ointed  Expert  Adviser  to  this  Commis- 
sion '. — Yes. 

o49.  AVhat  is  the  nature  of  your  duties  f — In  brief  my  work  is 
the  scientific  study  of  the  agricultural  conditions  and  possibilities 
of  this  Colony  with  a  view  to  improving  the  present  methods  and 
increasing  the  productive  powers  of  the  Colony.  Li  addition  we 
aim  at  collecting  and  disseminating  information  on  agricultural 
subjects  for  the  benefit  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  all  farmers 
in  general,  merchr.nts,  importers,  and  anyone  else;  in  fact,  we  are 
a  sort  of  information  l)ureau.  Finally,  I  am  engaged  in  the  pre- 
pan^tiou  of  statistics  in  regard  to  agriculture  that  will  be  of  im- 
portance to  this  Colony  in  llie  future.  I  am  doing  that  under  verbal 
instructions,  whicn  were  given  to  me  shortly  after  my  arrival  in 
the  country,  to  form  an  Agricultural  Branch  similar  to  the  Vili 
cultural,  the  Entomological,  and  the  Veterinary  Branches. 

350.  Llow  long  have  you  been  in  the  Department '. — Two  and  u 
half  years.  .     •, 

;55L  Were  you  jjreviously  in  any  other  Department? — No.  this 
is  my  first  Government  appointment. 

352.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.']  To  what  work  have  you  applied  yoiu'self 
ch;efl\-  during  the  two  and  a  half  years  you  have  l)een  here? — The 
means  that  I  hav(>  taken  for  accomplishing  the  work  of  \\\\  l)ranch 
is  by  carrying  on  experiments  as  far  as  ])ossil)le  on  farms.  We 
have  no  facilities  of  our  own  for  this  pui'pose,  so  many  farnn-rs 
have  placed  ground  at  my  disposal  for  carrying  out  experinuMits. 
I  have  at  the  present  time  some  thirty-five  farnun-s  with  whom  1 
am  carrying  on  manurial  experiments,  and  110  or  120  with  whom 
I  am  carrying  on  ex[)eriments  with  new  plants.  Further,  1  travel 
throiigb  tlu>  country  as  much  as  possible,  and  I  manage  to  be  away 
from  hea(l-(piarters  for  ])erliaps  half  of  my  time.  In  addition,  I  am 
ser.t  al)out  to  rei)ort  on  various  schemes  in  which  Governnu>nt 
lakes  an  interest,  such  as  the  Irrigation  Schemes  and  Land  Settle- 
nient  Sclienies.  as  to  the  possibilili(>s  of  the  dilTerent  districts,  and 
so  fortli.  To  sliow  you  I  he  nature  of  my  work,  I  may  sa\-  tliat  I 
went  on  lour  ihrougli  tbe  North-West  lo  see  the  irrigation  work 
yoing  on  at  such  places  as  Douglas,  I'pingloii  and  Kakamas,  and 
Van  Wyk's  Vlei.  I  have  also  been  in  th(>  SoutJi  Western  Districts 
to  look  info  the  agricultural  jiossibilities  of  Knysna  and  George: 
During  the  last   live  nionllis  I   liavr  l>ceii   put  on  lo  (bil\-  whicli  is 


icdlly  extraneous  to  my  olliee.     L  have  Ix'eii  actiiiL;  as  piiiicipal  at 
t'lP  Klsenburu  A<j;ricuUural  College. 

o5o.  Mr.  Owen-Letvis.]  You  say  that  you  were  instrueted  to  form 
an  Agricultural  Branch  of  the  Agricultural  Department.  Did  any 
such  branch  e.xist  at  the  tinu>  of  your  a|)poinlnient  ?^No,  and  it 
only  exists  in  an  indefinite  form  at  the  present  lime. 

354.  You  are  trying  to  organise  it  ^ — Yes. 

355.  You  also  assist  in  organising  Agricultui-al  Societies? — Yes, 
that  is  i)art  of  the  same  work. 

356.  Mr.  Rubidfie.]  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  as  to  how  the  Agri 
cultural  De])artment  is  worked  in  connection  with  the  bi'anch  that 
you  are  in  charge  of? — I  take  niy  instructions  direc^l  from  the 
Secretary  for  Agriculture,  and  find  no  dilTiculty  in  the;  matter,  ex- 
cept thiit  I  would  like  to  see  it  extended  and  greater  facilities 
granted. 

357.  Mr.  Abrahamson.}  You  say  you  have  Ijeen  travelling  al)out 
inspecting  the  different  works  that  are  going  on,  such  as  irrigation 
works,  bo  you  make  reports  to  the  Department? — Yes,  and  these 
reports  ai)pear  in  my  annual  rei)orts  which  are  |)resented  to  Parlia- 
ment. 

358.  Mr.  Ruhidae.]  In  your  travels  were  you  able  to  get  satis 
factorv  infornuition  from  the  different  localities  that  you  visited? — 
Yes,  but  not  to  the  extent  that  I  had  hoped  to  do.      Facilities  are 
lacking  for  that. 

359.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  systems  under 
which  Agricultural  Departments  in  other  countries  are  worked,  and, 
if  so,  do  you  consider  the  application  of  any  of  these  systems  would 
be  of  a(ivantage  to  the  farming  community  of  this  Colony  ? — I 
have  a  g(>neral  knowledge  of  the  I-Airopean  systems,  and  as  regards 
the  second  point,  I  am  m  favour  of  such  systems  niodifii^l  to  suit 
our  peculiar  requirements,  not  exac(l\-  on  the  lines  of  anv  existing 
organisation  that  1  know  of,  because  our  country  is  not  like  any 
other  country. 

360.  In  which  respect  is  our  country  not  like  other  European 
countries? — In  other  European  countries  travelling  facilities  are  so 
very  much  greater  that  distance  is  of  less  imjiortance,  and  people 
are  very  much  more  in  touch  with  each  other.  Then  there  are 
readier  markets,  and  more  organisation.  The  country  varies  less 
from  place  to  place,  and  it  is  not  so  s])arsely  populated  as  is  the  case 
in  this  Colony,  and  the  people  having  an  older  civilization  are  more 
trained  to  co-operating  and  agricultural  association,  and  to  Avork 
with  Government. 

361.  So  you  consider  that  at  ))resent  that  is  a  drawl»aek  in  the 
case  of  our  Colony  i — Yes,  the  Colony  is  under  very  great  dilliculties 
in  that  respect. 

362.  Mr.  Abrahavi.wn.]  You  say  you  think  that  some  of  these 
systems  that  are  prevalent  in  other  countries  with  regard  to  agri- 
culture there  might  Ije  applied  here  with  modifications? — Certainly. 

363.  Then,  I  take  it,  that  you  are  satisfied  that  the  present  sys- 
tem here  is  not  calculated  to  give  the  desired  result  ? — It  might 
with  great  advantage  be  improved  u])on. 

364.  Chairman.]  ii-dvc  you  read  the  memorandnin  of  the  sug- 
gested reforms  for  the  re  organisation  of  the  Agricidliiral  Depart- 
ment ''. — Yes. 

365.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  a  Council  to  be: 
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(1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  affectinu  auvifullural  intcri'sts  of  tln^ 
couiitrv;  and  (2)  To  consider  and  report  to  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture upon  schemes  submitted  to  them  i — Yes,  I  am  in  favour  of 
such  a  Council  in  princi|)le,  and  as  a  consultative  body,  though  I 
should  prefer  to  see  it  evolve  gradually  rather  than  see  it  formed 
hurriedly,  and  forced  upon  an  unprepared  public. 

;)66.  You  would  rather  see  such  a  thing  started  on  a  small  scale 
and  gradually  grow,  than  start  it  too  hurriedly,  and,  perhaps,  not 
be  able  to  work  it? — 1  would  like  it  to  be  the  natural  growth  of  the 
agricultural  community,  and  developed  from  existing  organisations. 
Tt  might  be  assisted  by  Government,  but  I  should  be  sorry  to  see 
the  ready-made  article  instituted,  and  placed  over  a  community 
who  are  perhaps  not  yet  prepared  to  accept  it. 

307.  Ml-.  Abrahamson.]  You  are  speaking  now  with  regard  to  the 
Council  of  Agriculture,  and  not  the  Board! — Yes. 

368.  You  say  you  are  in  favour  of  it  in  principle? — Yes,  certainly, 
it  is  an  excellent  thing. 

369.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Uo  you  think  that  such  a  Council,  as  is  sug- 
gested in  the  instructions  issued  to  this  Commission,  would  l)e  un- 
workable.' — It  depends  entirely  how  the  Council  is  constituted, 
whether  it  will  be  workable  or  not.  I  take  it,  a  Council  is  desir- 
able, but  a  Council  may  be  made  which  will  not  work,  and,  again, 
a  Council  may  l)e  made  which  will  be  of  the  greatest  use  to  the  com- 
munit\'. 

370.  I  take  it  that  this  suggested  Council  would  consist  of  about 
100  members  from  all  the  districts  of  the  Colony.  Do  you  think 
that  the  scheme  is  feasible,  and  that  you  could  get  these  men  to- 
gether as  a  consultative  body  ? — I  certainly  do  not  think  so.  It 
woidd  be  too  cumbrous. 

371.  .Mr.  Roacrs.]  You  were  speaking  about  a  natural  growth  in 
the  system  of  Councils.  What  scheme  would  you  propose  to  ado])t 
to  carry  out  this  natural  growth? — The  scheme  is  still  under  con- 
sideration, and  I  have  not  elaborated  a  detailed  scheme,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  have  the  existing  Agricultural  Societies 
and  Farmers'  Associations,  and  l)v  some  development  of  these  and 
some  official  recognition  of  the  authority  of  these  bodies,  we  might 
through  them  i)ossibly  get  our  Council  elected.  I  only  throw  that 
out  as  a  suggestion  to  the  Commission  in  a  general  way,  but  I  do 
not  |)ret(Mi(l  that  I  have  develo[)ed  a  complete  scheme  on  that  basis. 

372.  Mr.  Blaine.]  With  regard  to  this  Council  of  Agriculture,  pos- 
sible if  the  Commission  recommended  such  an  organisation,  do 
not  you  think  that  they  may  lie  convened  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing the  Agricultural  Board,  and  allow  the  Council  to  remain  in 
existence  for  whatever  period  they  nuiy  be  elected  for  as  a  body  on 
whom  you  might  call  in  cases  of  emergency,  say,  for  instance,  an 
invasion  of  RindcMpest,  or  the  appearance  of  Locusts?— Yes,  I  think 
that  is  a  good  idea,  hut  still  thei-e  always  remains  th(^  ditTiculty  of 
the  size  of  the  Council,  and  the  fact  that  it  will  be  composed  of 
members  living  in  all  parts  of  the  Colony  in  many  cases  remote 
from  Railways,  and  such  districts  would  consequently  fail  to  hav(^ 
representatives  pi'esent.  I  fear  it  will  place  remote  districts  of  the 
Colony  at  a  ureal  disadvantage. 

373.  Mi^hl  il  not  be  possible^  for  the  (Joxcrnment  to  give  special 
Rivilway  facilities,  and  pay  the  expenses  of  the  members? -Cer- 
tainly, I  assumed  tlijit  ;ill  the  lime,  hut  e\'ei)  so,  I  fear  il  would 
not  answer. 

374.  .!//•.  (hrrn  Lrwib\]  You  say  that  under  this  scheme  the  out- 
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Ij'iiig  districis  would  find  it  hard  (o  \)v  re])r('seiik:d  .'     I  think  so. 

375.  Would  that  not  api)ly  to  any  scheme  ?— Another  alterna- 
tive I  would  suggest  to  you  is  to  have  Local  Councils  instead  of 
one  General  Council — say,  for  instance,  a  Council  for  the  North- 
Western  Districts,  another  for  the  South- Western,  for  the  Transkei, 
and  so  on,  and  let  these  Councils  nominate  representatives  to  the 
Board,  which  Avould  be  not  only  an  executive  body,  Ijul  also  repre- 
sentative of  these  various  Councils.  There  is  yet  another  proposal 
—I  do  not  know  which  1  am  most  in  favour  of — which  has  sug 
ge.sted  itself,  and  that  is,  that  instead  of  having  Local  Councils  with 
local  interests,  you  might  have  the  various  industries  of  the 
Colony  represented.  In  this  way  the  Angora  goat  industry  would 
be  re]')resente(l  by  a  man  intei'(>sted  in  that  industry,  and  the  same 
with  grain-growers  and  horse-breeders.  The  memi)ers  woidd  thus 
not  be  representatives  of  sjiecillc  districts,  but  of  specific  branches 
of  agriculture. 

o76.  Would  it  not  follow  that  grain-growing  districts  would 
only  be  represented  by  a  grain-grower,  and  horse-breeding  districts 
by  "a  man  connected  with  horse-breeding? — Not  necessarily.  In  the 
centre  of  our  grain-growing  districts  we  have  some  of  our  best  horse- 
breeding  farmers. 

'376a.  Would  that  difiliculty  not  be  met  by  the  Government 
nominees? — That  would  depend  on  whom  they  were. 

377.  If  the  Government  nominate  men  who  are  of  no  use,  it 
would  go  against  the  success  of  the  Council? — That  is  a  possibility 
we  must  keep  in  mind. 

378.  Assuming  the  Government  did  nominate  the  best  men  we 
could  get  the  representatives  of  the  different  agricultural  indus- 
tries?— That  is  an  assumption  though. 

379.  Surely  one  must  assume  that  they  won't  go  lound  and  pick 
out  men  who  are  incompetent? — I  am  not  prepared  to  venture  an 
opinion  on  that. 

380.  You  say  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  representatives  from 
all  the  different  Fiscal  Divisions  of  the  Colony? — It  will  be  difficult, 
but  I  will  not  say  impossible. 

381.  If  you  did  get  them  together,  surely  the  existence  of  such 
a  body  representing  the  farming  community  over  the  whole  of  the 
Colony  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  elect  such  a  Board  ? — Cer- 
tainly, I  have  no  hesitation  on  that  point. 

382.  Your  doubt  is  as  to  whether  we  will  be  able  to  get  them 
together? — I  am  afraid  the  mechanism  is  wanted. 

383.  You  agree  with  the  ])rinciple  that  the  Council  should  be 
partl>'  elected  by  the  farming  community,  and  partly  nominated  by 
Government  ? — Assuredly. 

384.  You  mentioned  just  now  a  suggestion  that  they  might  re- 
])resent  different  Agricultural  Societies  throughout  the  Colony,  of 
course,  you  know  there  are  large  districts  where  there  is  no  Agri- 
cultural Society? — Exactly,  that  is  one  of  my  motives  for  suggest- 
ing it,  for  very  soon  you  will  get  Agricultural  Societies  formed  in 
those  districts,  and  that  would  be  a  very  desirable  thing. 

385.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  very  large  number  of  these  Agricul- 
tural Societies  throughout  this  Colony  consist  of  the  peo[)le  who 
liv(>  in  the  towns,  and  not  really  of  tlie  farming  community? — That 
is  true  of  certain  Agricultural  Societies — the  members^  though 
townsmen,  have  a  great  interest  in  the  agricultural  welfare  of  the 
Colony,  but  it  is  only  true,  as  it  happens  in  one  or  two  of  our 
Societies. 
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386.  If  vou  take  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  different 
Societies  throughout  the  Colony,  you  would  find  the  majority  were 
not  bona  fide  farmers,  but  meii  who  traded  with  the  farmers  ?— 
They  are  men  whose  whole  interests  are  wrap})ed  up  in  the  farm- 
ing industry. 

387.  Mr.  R I' hi (/{/('.]  Do  not  you  think  that  that  remark  with 
regard  to  the  merchants  who  trade  with  the  farmers  would  only 
ajjply  to  Agricultural  Societies  in  Coast  Towns  ? — I  mentioned  "  One 
or  two  Societies,"  and  I  did  that  intentionally. 

388.  Mr.  Abrahainson.~]  In  reply  to  a  previous  question,  you  said 
that  smaller  Local  Councils  would  be  more  advantageous  than  a 
large  Council  taken  from  the  whole  of  the  Colony  ? — Yes,  I  sub- 
mitted two  quite  distinct  suggestions  to  the  Commission,  and  I 
think  that  either  of  them  would  be  preferable  to  having  one  very 
large  and  unwieldy  Council. 

"  389.  I  also  understootl  you  to  say  that  the  North-Western  Dis- 
tricts, and  the  South-Western  Districts,  might  each  have  their  oAvn 
Council  'i — Yes. 

390.  You  know  that  the  Colony  is  divided  politically  for  election 
purposes  into  Circles,  which  send  representatives  to  the  Legislative 
Council? — Yes. 

39L  How  do  you  think  it  would  do  if  each  of  these  Circles  had 
its  own  Councils?  There  are  nine  Circles,  and  you  would  therefore 
have  nine  Agricultural  Councils? — Something  on  that  line  would,  I 
think,  be  very  good.  Whether  the  boundaries  should  exactly  coin- 
cide Avith  the  Circles  or  not  is  an  open  question. 

392.  You  say  that  you  think  that  the  present  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions and  organisations  of  that  kind  would  answer  to  a  great  ex- 
tent the  purpose  of  electing  such  Councils? — I  think  they  will  be 
preferal)le  as  elective  bodies  to  District  Councils. 

393.  You  Ivuow  that  there  are  some  Associations  that  are  also 
in  a  way  Political  Associations  as  well  as  Farmers'  Associations. 
Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  that  Associations  of  that 
kind  should  have  the  election  of  a  !)ody  such  as  we  contemplate? 
—  I  wish  to  see  the  question  of  party  i)olitics  avoided. 

394.  Supi)osing  you  had  a  scheme  l)y  which  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions would  be  the  medium  of  election,  would  it  be  possible  to  ex- 
clude any  Farmers'  Association,  although  it  was  not  a  Political 
Association? — It  would  l)e  a  fine  point  to  discriminate  as  to  what 
Association  might  l)e  excluded,  and  what  not. 

395.  This  would  be  a  matter  for  the  Legislature  to  decide,  and  if 
FMitncrs"  .\ssocialions  were  to  l)e  used  as  eleclive  Ixxlies,  do  not  you 
think  il  would  be  invidious,  and  rather  dililcult  to  say  which  par- 
ticular FarnuM-s'  Associations  should  be  used  for  that  purpose,  and 
which  should  be  excluded?-  It  woidd  b(>  diflicult,  but  any  system 
Ihat  may  l)e  adopted  is  full  of  ditliculties.  'I  hat  is  no  justification 
for  giving  it  up. 

;{9().  Do  you  think,  oi-  (h)  you  not  thiidv,  that  it  would  be  a  good 
tiling  that  in  an  election  of  that  kind  only  a  landowner-  the  man 
who  has  a  stake  in  the  country — should  have  the  right  of  selection? 
^  There  are  a  number  of  people  in  the  Colon\'  who  have  a  very  great 
stake  in  the  country,  l)ut  who  do  not  happen  to  own  land. 

397.  Sujjposing  now  that  you  were  to  leave  it  to  th(>  farmers 
onl\'  to  elect  such  a  body  as  we  contemiilate,  do  not  you  think  it 
would  l)e  a  good  thing  to  limit  it  to  men  who  either  own  land,  or 
rent  land  u))  to  ;i  certain  value,  or  would  you  give  the  power  of 
voting  to  anybody  who  said  tu'  had  ;m   interest  in  agriculture  ? — 


Tiie  fact  tliat  ;i  man  is  a  niL'iiiber  ut'  a  Society  is  no  proof  thai  he  is 
a  farmer,  hut  proves  Jiis  interest  in  aijriculture,  jierhaps  not  a 
landed  interest,  hut  still  an  interest. 

398.  Do  not  you  think  it  will  be  (iitlicult  to  define  the  status  oi 
a  man  when  you  say  you  are  goini^  to  give  him  the  right  of  selection 
as  long  as  he  has  an  interest  in  agriculture?  Do  not  you  think  it 
would  he  l)etter  for  the  ol)ject  we  have  in  view  that  you  limit  the 
right  of  selection  to  landowners,  or  to  people  renting  farm  land  up 
to  a  certain  value? — Yes,  I  agree  with  you  as  to  the  (litficulty  of  the 
question. 

399.  Do  >ou  not  think  it  would  he  a  usefid  thing,  supposing 
you  had  these  smaller  Councils,  as  indicated  hy  you,  instead  of  the 
one  large  Council,  that  there  should  Ije  some  connecting  liidv  Ix'- 
tween  them  ?— Certainly. 

400.  There  might  he,  for  instance,  a  stipulation  that  they  meet 
once  a  year,  the  same  as  the  Farmers'  Congress? — Yes. 

401.  Chairman.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  proposed  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  eighteen  members,  electe<l  hy  the  Council  of  Agriculture, 
to  hold  ofRce  for  a  period  of  three  years,  and  to  he  elected  in  the 
following  manner: — The  collective  representatives  on  the  Agricul- 
tural Council  from  out  of  the  nine  electoral  ))rovinces  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  to  elect  from  their  own  memi)ers  two  mendjers  ? — In 
so  far  as  the  suggested  Board  is  an  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Council  I  am  in  favour  of  it.  It  is  in  my  opinion  somewhat  large, 
and  the  mode  of  electing  leaves  much  to  he  desired. 

402.  Do  you  know  the  farming  community  of  this  Colony  I — Yes. 
I  may  claim  to  have  had  exceptional  oi)))ortunities  in  my  occu- 
pation of  connng  in  contact  with  them. 

403.  You  will  admit  that  they  are  a  class  of  jjeople  whom  you 
must  deal  with  in  the  simplest  and  easiest  way.  if  you  wish  them 
to  carry  out  any  suggestions  you  may  make,  in  order  that  they  can 
grasp  and  understand  what  you  mean? — Yes. 

404.  In  case  we  agreed  that  the  establishment  of  an  Agricul- 
tural Council  was  necessary,  and  in  order  to  make  it  less  expensive 
and  less  cumbersome,  we  decided  that  the  ratepayers,  or  rather  the 
landowners,  should  elect  a  Local  Board  in  each  district — say  a 
Local  Board  existing  of  two  meml)ers,  with  the  Civil  Commis- 
sioner of  the  District  as  Chairman,  for  the  pur])ose  of  dealing  \vith 
agricultural  matters  of  the  district,  how  would  you  nicest  the  case? 
Farmers  then  who  are  anxious  to  improve  their  pro[)erty  with 
regard  to  irrigation,  and  so  forth,  would  be  ai)le  to  go  to  these 
Boards,  who  Avill  understand  their  ))ositions,  and  be  able  to  explain 
to  them  certain  rules  and  regulations,  or  Acts  of  Parliament  laid 
do.wn  that  certain  conditions  existed  under  which  they  could  get 
money  to  imi)rove  their  farms.  Thus,  peo})le  could  apply  to  such 
Boards  for  [)ecuniary  support  from  the  Government.  Of  course, 
Parliament  must  ask  the  ratepayers.  Now,  I  put  it  to  you,  if  it 
could  he  met  in  this  way  l)y  the  farmer  going  to  the  Board,  and  sav- 
ing, I  want  £1,000  or  £2,000.  The  Board  says,  "  Yes,  there  are  the 
regulations  of  the  Government,  you  must  allow  rates  to  he  levied 
on  your  farm  for  the  interest  for  the  amount,  and  at  the  same  time 
for  the  amount  on  the  Sinking  Funds,  so  that  it  can  he  calculated  l)y 
the  Goverment  Actuary  how  many  years  it  I'equires  to  pay  off  your 
capital  as  well  as  your  interest."  That  is,  the  first  charge  on  his 
farm,  leaving  the  Government  to  secure  the  ratepayers  of  this  coun- 
try.    I  do  not  know  whether  you  know  the  ui)-country  people  as 
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well  as  several  of  our  members  do,  but  if  \ou  upproacli  them,  and  if 
yeu  want  to  help  them,  you  must  do  it  in  the  simplest  and  i)lainest 
way.  What  do  you  thiiik  of  the  suggestion  I  have  made!' — I  think 
your  suggestion  is  very  mu'jh  what  I  meant  when  speaking  of 
Local  Councils,  but  I  would  not  restrict  it,  as  I  think  you  do,  to 
single  districts,  but  to  groups  of  districts,  and  I  would  not  restrict 
the  Boards  to  two  representatives,  but  to  perhaps  seven.  O'ther- 
wise  I  am  entirely  in  agreement  with  your  proposal,  and  think  il 
wnll  work  well. 

405.  My  idea  was  that  having  the  Local  Boards,  consisting  of 
two  members,  with  the  Civil  Commissioner  as  Chairman,  a  farmer 
could  lay  his  scheme  before  them,  and,  if  they  agree  that  it  is  a 
good  scheme,  the  Government  could  send  their  Engineer  to  see 
whether  it  was  feasible  and  could  be  carried  out,  and  on  the  re- 
commendation of  that  Engineer,  the  work  could  be  started.  My 
idea  is  that  the  members  of  these  Local  Boards  should  not  be 
elected  by  anyone  except  landowners  and  farmers  who  occupy 
their  own"  land  to  the  value  of  £400  or  £ouu  f — My  objection  to  the 
two  member  Board  for  each  district,  plus  the  Civil  Commissioner, 
would  be  that  they  would  be  liable  to  be  very  much  prejudiced 
by  local  circumstances. 

406.  But  the  Government  Engineer  will  inspect  the  work  and 
see  whether  he  can  recommend  it  ? — Yes.  Further  it  would  seem 
to  me  that  in  any  such  local  matters  it  would  be  essential  that  the 
district  assists  by  locally  subscribing  by  rates  or  otherwise  a  cer- 
tain amount  towards  such  schemes. 

407.  You  think  such  a  Board  might  do  good,  l)ut  should  be 
larger? — Yes,  larger  than  one  district,  and  smaller  than  the  whole 
Colony. 

408.  Mr.  Oost/misen.]  Do  you  think  this  suggested  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, which  would  comprise  twenty-seven  members,  would  be 
l(K)  large  to  advise  the  Government  on  agricultural  matters? — Yes. 

409.  What  would  be,  in  your  opinion,  a  more  feasible  number 
without  making  the  Board  less  representative? — I'erhaps  one  from 
each  of  the  Circles  as  arranged  for  electoral  purposes  in  regard  to 
the  Legislative  Council  and  half  that  number  by  the  Government. 
U  we  have  nine  Circles,  then  have  five  Government  nominees, 
making  a  total  of  fourteen,  and  the  Minister  would  be  ci-officio 
President. 

410.  You  do  not  think  ;i  smaller  number  than  that  would  be 
lietterf — It  would  l)e  dinicull  to  get  a  fewei'  iunnl)er  of  men  who 
would  be  thoroughly  re))resentative  of  tlie  Colony. 

411.  Would  \ou  appr()V(>  of  the  members  of  the  Board  being 
elected  as  described  in  the  suggestions  issued  to  the  Commission, 
or  would  you  prefer  them  to  be  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agricul- 
ture'—  T  would  I'atliei'  see  the  Board  merely  an  Execidive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council,  or  Councils  as  the  case  may  be,  and  elected 
l)>  then).  If  you  appeal  too  often  to  the  country  for  the  (>lection  of 
your  Council,  and  then  again  to  the  same  individuals  for  Ihe  elec- 
tion of  your  Board,  you  are  worrying  Ihe  people,  and  tliey  would 
not  \()le,  because  you  must  remend)er  you  are  apin-aling  to  the 
same  people  who  vole  for  i'ai'lianuMdai'y  repi'esenlali\es  also, 

\\2.  Von  would  approve  therefore  of  the  Couiu'il  or  Councils 
circling  the  I'.onrd  ?— Yes. 

WW  \N'onld  you  recommend  Ihai  Ihe  Council  as  a  body  should 
eleci  ihese  nine  men,  or  would  you  divide  Ihe  Council  into  the  nine 
electorates? — If  there  were  one  Council  for  the  whole  Colony,  let  it 
elect  nine  men.     If  nine  se|)aiale  Councils,  let  each  select  one. 
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414.  Mr.  Orpen.']  With  reference  to  the  period  that  the  Board 
would  hold  ottice,  do  you  think  that  the  sufjocsted  ])eri()d  of  three 
years  would  meet  the  case  if — I  think  so  if  the  i-ei)resenlalives  could 
he  re-elected. 

415.  Mr.  Blainr.']  Do  you  think  that  to  yive  representation 
accoi'diny  to  the  ))re.sent  Electoral  Circles  woidd  U-  the  l)est 
arrant>ement  ? — With  certain  modifications,  yes. 

410.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  l)e  better  to  yive  representation 
as  far  as  possible  accoi-din<4  to  the  interests  concerned? — That  is  an 
idternative  suuyestion  I  have  already  laid  before  the  Commission. 

417.  You  tiiink  the  Vice-President  of  the  A<>ricultural  Board 
should  be  the  })ermanent  head  of  the  Afiricultural  l)e]iartment? — 
That  is  a  detail.  I  Ihiidv  it  would  l)e  well,  but  there  miyht  be  more 
than  one  Vice-President,  and  T  thiid<  there  is  no  occasion  why  we 
should  limit  ourselves  to  one. 

418.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Do  not  you  think  that  the  vvorkin<^  of  an 
Agricultural  Board  would  be  too  expensive  and  cumbersome  in 
such  a  sparsely  ])opulated  country  as  ours? — It  would  be  expensive, 
but  they  need  only  meet,  say,  once  or  twice  a  year,  and  as  a  con- 
sultative body  their  duties  would  not  ])e  heavy.  T  would  not  like 
to  see  such  a  Board  having  executive  control,  but  as  an  Advi.sory 
Board,  I  think  it  would' be  very  useful  to  the  Department. 

419.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  Board  would  be  too  expensive 
for  the  work  it  did? — No,  I  think  it  would  be  well  worth  a  good  deal 
of  expense,  and  would  be  of  great  service  to  the  country. 

420.  What  would  l)e  the  cost  of  summoning  the  Board  to  a 
meeting? — I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  suggested  that  the  members 
be  paid,  but  otherwise  there  would  only  be  their  travelling  ex- 
penses. The  honour  would  be  consideraljle,  and  would  perhaps 
attract  a  number  of  good  men. 

421.  It  may  be  so,  l)ut  I  am  doulitful  of  that.  However,  you 
think  such  a  scheme  practicable? — Yes. 

422.  Mr.  (hven-Lewis.]  I  suppose  we  may  take  it  that  the  ex- 
penses connected  wnth  meetings  of  the  Board  would  not  exceed 
£1,000  during  a  year? — They  should  not. 

423.  You  consider  even  if  they  were  to  cost  £1,000,  the  money 
would  l)e  well  si)ent? — Decidedly. 

424.  How  woidd  it  do  as  a  sort  of  alternative  scheme,  supposing 
the  ratepayers  in  each  field-cornetcy  were  to  elect  two  members. 
That  these  members  should  form  a  local  Agricultural  Committee  in 
each  fiscal  division  of  the  Colony,  and  that  this  local  Agricultural 
Committee  should  nominate  one  man  to  serve  on  the  Council? — 
As  an  alternative  scheme  it  is  worth  considering.  I  see  difficulties, 
I'Ut  then  all  the  schemes  that  have  been  brought  forward  have  diffi- 
culties. I  said  that  I  thought  a  fiscal  division  too  small  a  unit, 
and  it  therefore  follows  that  I  would  consider  a  field-cornetcy  too 
small. 

425.  My  suggestion  is  that  each  field  coinetcy  should  elect  two 
men,  and  that  the  representatives  of  the  different  field-cornetcies 
in  each  fiscal  division  should  form  a  Permanent  Committee  of 
Agriculture  for  that  district.  My  idea  is  to  insure  that  every  field- 
cornetcy  in  the  Colony  should  have  one  representative  on  the  local 
Agricultural  Committee? — Some  field-cornetcies  are  more  import- 
ant than  others,  but  thev  would  all  have  e([ual  representation. 

420.  Only  on  their  own  local  committee?-- The  suggestion  is 
certainly  deserving  of  serious  consid»'ration. 
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427.  Mr.  RuhidgcA  Do  not  you  think  that  in  the  scheme  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Owen  Lewis  that  it  may  Ije  an  inducement  for  all 
farmers  in  the  Colony  to  take  a  keener  interest  in  agricultural 
matters'? — It  will  give  them  an  opportunity  to  take  a  keener 
intere.st  in  agricvdture.  You  can  lead  a  horse  to  the  water,  l)ut  you 
cannot  make  him  drink. 

428.  Would  not  you  think  it  is  a  stej)  in  the  rigid  direclion  to 
attain  that  end?--Very  possibly,  but  1  would  not  like  to  say 
definitely.  The  question  is  so  fresh  that  il  is  ditlicult  lo  form  an 
opinion  off'-hand. 

429.  Mr.  Abrakamson.]  You  said  in  answer  to  a  previous  ques- 
tion that  another  suggestion  was  that  the  Council  shoidd  be  com- 
posed of  the  representatives  of  the  different  agricultural  interests 
of  the  Colony  f — Yes. 

430.  To  do  a  thing  of  that  kintl,  would  you  divide  the  Corony 
and  say  the  industry  of  this  portion  is  sheeji-farming  and  so  on? — 
I  would  not  do  it  geographically.  I  would,  for  insiance,  let  all  the 
Angora  farmers  throughout  the  Colony  meet,  and  for  the  sake  of 
argument  let  us  say  there  were  1,000  of  them.  Let  this  LOOO  be 
represented  by  two  or  three  of  the  l)est  of  them  on  the  Council.  In 
the  same  way  the  other  industries  coidd  be  represented,  such  as 
the  manufacture  of  leather,  of  dairy  produce,  wool-washing,  etc. 
There  are  many  ditficulties  in  the  way,  Imt  1  think  it  will  probably 
give  you  a  brainier  Council  or  Board  than  by  the  other  means. 

4oi.  Supposing  the  Magistrate  of  the  district  makes  out  the 
voters'  list  of  land-owners  and  occupiers  in  his  fiscal  division — say 
a  man  owing  or  occupying  land  to  the  value  of  £500 — that  the  Fiehl- 
cornets  then  of  the  different  wards  get  notice  that  an  election  of  an 
Agricultural  Committee  will  take  place  in  those  particular  wards 
on  a  certain  day,  and  that  two  men  are  elected  in  each  ward  to  l)e 
called,  say,  an  Agricultural  Committee.  Then  that  these  Commit- 
tees of  the  differerd  wards  in  each  division — it  will  probably  make 
a  Comndltee  of  from  12  to  15  members  as  the  case  may  be — then 
elect  one  of  their  number  as  a  member  of  the  Council? — I  think 
that  suggestion  deserves  to  be  considered,  l)ut  it  l)rings  us  back  to 
the  |)oint  that  there  will  be  your  72  members  of  the  Council  rej)re- 
sentative  of  ihe  whole  Colony,  which  number  seems  to  me  excessive 
especially  if  we  add  the  Government  nominees. 

4:>2.  No,  it  does  not  prevent  you  from  having  a  Council  of  72 
without  the  Government  nominees.  You  may  have  the  local  Com- 
mittees f  1  am  not  against  such  a  scheme,  but  it  seems  to  me  it  still 
requiies  a  good  deal  of  attention  and  consideration  from  the  Com- 
mission. 

433.  8upi)osing  you  had  a  Comniitiee  of  two  in  each  Field- 
I'ornel's  ward,  it  woulil  probably  lead  to  this,  that  these  two  forming 
the  Committee  for  the  ward  would  act  in  cases  of  emergency? — 
tjuitc  so,  but  why  not  then  simply  leave  things  as  lhe\-  are^  Let 
llie  iMeld  cornet  act,  and  reniuiieiate  him  accordingly. 

434.  But  the  Fiehbcornet  is  not  elected? — He  is  recommended 
by  the  Divisional  Council. 

434.\.  ^'ou  would  not  Ix-  against  ;i  scheine  like  that  1  sugyested  ? 
-  -I  am  not  strongly  in  favoui'  of  it,  hut  1  am  open  to  conviction. 

435.  Mr.  (hri'iiLi'iris.l  if  Nou  think  a  liscal  division  is  too  small 
you  C(»ul(l  take  the  flectoral  divisions  for  the  House  of  Assend)lv, 
which  would  take  in,  for  instance,  both  Paarl  and  Wellington,' 
,Slell(nl)ON<-li  and  Sonu'i'set  West,  and  so  on'  '\'es,  I  woidd  be  more 
iu  favour  of  that, 
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430.  You  would  not  be  in  favour  of  paying  such  a  Council? — 
No,  but  I  question  if  you  would  <f('t  the  founoil  tofzethev  Avithout 
paying  them. 

437.  Why  do  you  think  there  would  be  more  difficulty  in  get- 
ting them  together  for  that  ))urpose  than  thei'e  is  in  getting  them 
to  attend  the  Farmers'  Congress  ^  Tii  the  one  case  the  farmers  aic 
working  for  themselves,  and  in  the  (tlhcr  tlicy  iirc  ///v/  tcm.  (Jovern- 
ment  otTleials. 

438.  Not  Covcrnmcnt  otlicials?-  'I'licy  aic  advisci's  lo  the  (lov- 
ernment. 

439.  Chairman.']  Is  the  Agricullui'al  l)e])artment  as  it  exists  at 
the  present  time,  in  your  opinion,  sutficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community,  and  does  your  branch  adequately  fulfil  all  its 
legitimate  objects? — No,  far  from  it.  My  branch  docs  not  fulfil  its 
legitimate  functions  chiefly  owing  to  lack  of  funds  and  facilities, 
and  also  because  my  time  is  occasionally  given  up  to  such  ex- 
traneous duties  as  acting  as  principal  of  the  Elsenl)urg  College,  and 
being  appointed  adviser  to  this  Commission.  It  is  impossible  for 
me  to  do  my  ottice  work  when  delegated  to  other  duties  of  this  kind. 
The  machinery  of  the  Department  as  it  e.xists  is  there,  but  we  need 
more  power  and  more  liberal  treatment  as  regards  votes  in  the  first 
place,  and  secondly,  in  my  opinion,  we  need  more  agricultiU'al 
assistants  of  whom  I  am  the  only  one  in  the  Colony  at  ]iresent.  An 
(economic  ))otanist  is  a  pressing  want.  The  chemical  side  of  our 
work  requires  arrangements  being  put  on  a  pro])er  basis,  and  we 
would  be  all  the  better  for  having  a  staff  of  officers  to  carry  on  ex- 
])eriments  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  to  serve  as  lecturers 
lo  Agricultural  .Societies,  and  also  to  organise  Agricultural  Societies 
of  all  kinds  throughout  the  Colony,  both  small  Societies  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  farmers'  interests  as  well  as  Societies  for  co-operative 
enterprise.  We  should  also  have  dairy  experts  and  tobacco  ex- 
perts.    We  really  need  more  trained  technical  men. 

440.  Do  you  come  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  farming  com- 
munity?— No,  and  I  hold  that  to  come  in  touch  with  them  we  need 
these  various  technical  officers  whom  I  have  just  named.  That 
would  be  our  machinery  for  coming  in  touch  with  the  farmers. 

441.  Do  you  mean  by  travelling?^ — Yes,  they  would  be  scattered 
over  the  Colony,  but  would  have  their  headquarters  at  convenient 
centres.  For  instance,  take  my  own  case  as  Agricultural  Assistant. 
Quite  apart  from  these  other  duties,  I  am  not  ai)le  to  do  as  much  as 
I  know  w^ants  doing.  There  ought  to  be  perhaps  five  Agricultural 
Assistants  W'Orking  in  the  Colony  instead  of  one. 

442.  Do  not  you  think  it  will  help  to  some  extent  if  a  local  Agri- 
cultural Board  is  established  in  each  district  for  your  officers  to 
come  in  contact  Avith  ? — That  is  just  what  I  want. 

443.  Do  you  think  such  an  Agricultural  Board  w^ould  help  the 
Department  to  come  into  closer  touch  witli  the  farmers?— That  is 
my  main  reason  for  favouring  it. 

444.  Have  you  ever  brought  any  suggestions  of  this  nature  to 
the  head  of  your  department? — I  have  from  time  to  time  made  sug- 
gestions to  that  et¥ect. 

445.  With  what  result  i — The  reply  is  that  there  are  no  funds. 

446.  The  country  on  the  whole  does  not  get  value  for  the  money 
that  is  spent  on  the  Agricultural  Dejiartment  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  does, 
but  if  more  money  were  spent  they  would  get  jjroportionately  very 
much  increased  I'eturns,  So  far  as  my  branch  is  concerned,  the 
money  is  well  spent, 
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447.  Mr.  Rogers.]  I  would  like  to  know  in  what  way  the  heads 
of  the  different  blanches  of  the  Department  are  in  touch  with  the 
farming  interests? — I  can  only  speak  of  my  own  branch.  When- 
ever I  am  sent  to  any  district  to  report  on  any  particular  matter,  I 
make  it  a  point  to  meet  the  farmers  in  their  own  homes  so  far  as 
jios.-ible.  But  that  simply  means  spendinti  a  day  or  half  a  day,  and 
in  that  way  we  are  learning  the  conditions  prevalent  in  that  dis- 
trict. Occasionally  I  have  given  lectures  at  meetings  of  farmers, 
and  whenever  possil)le  I  attend  meetings  of  Agricultural  Societies 
and  Farmers'  Associations.  I  have  a  large  correspondence  with 
farmers.  They  write  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture,  and 
the  letters  are  referred  to  me,  or  perhaps,  knowing  of  me  person- 
ally, they  address  the  letter  to  me,  and  I  give  what  advice  I  can,  but 
I  am  well  aware  that  ^liat  advice  is  far  from  what  I  would  like  to 
give,  because  we  lack  statistics  for  reference,  We  have  not  got  the 
information  to  give  as  the  facts  have  not  been  ascertained. 

448.  Su])posing  that  a  number  of  farmers  wanted  assistance  in 
any  particular  thing  to  whom  should  that  letter  ))e  addressed? — 
To  the  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture. 

449.  Some  time  ago  an  application  was  made  to  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Agricultuie  that  oil-cake  might  be  allowed  to  come 
into  the  country  free  of  duty.  This  was  promised,  but  when  the 
Customs  Convention  was  held  at  Bloemfontein  only  tkl.,  of  the  Is. 
(id.,  duty  per  100  ll)s.  was  taken  off  that  article,  so  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  heads  of  Departments  are  not  in  touch  with  the  farmers, 
and  ignore  their  requirements? — I  should  say  if  representations 
such  as  you  describe  were  made  to  the  Under  Secretary,  they 
would  l)e  referred  to  the  officers  most  competent  to  give  an  opinion. 
On  that  ojiinion  the  Government  would  make  its  recommendations. 
Of  course,  whether  these  can  lie  acted  on  or  not  is  a  matter  outside 
the  powers  of  the  olfjcers  to  deal  with.  Technical  officers  make 
their  professional  recommendations,  but  they  cannot  insure  that 
these  will  be  carried  out. 

450.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  officer  to  whom  this  matter  was 
referred? — Tt  was  not  rofened  to  me.  and  it  scarcelv  would  have 
been. 

451.  It  seemed  lo  me  a  strange  thing  that  articles  pertaining 
to  minim;  industries  should  come  in  practically  free  of  duty,  and 
an  imj)ortaid  article  which  would  advance  "the  farm  industrv 
should  be  shunted? — That  is  beyond  my  sphere. 

452.  Mr.  .Ihra/iamson.]  With  "regard  to  the  present  Agricultural 
Department  as  it  exists,  I  believe  vou  have  a  good  manv  scientific 
branches?— Yes,  we  have  a  Government  Entomologi'st  with  a 
branch  at  Grahamstown  ;  we  have  a  Government  Horticulturist,  a 
(iovennnent  Biologist,  and  a  (Government  Viticulturist.  The  Forest 
Department  has  at  its  head  scientific  experts.  In  close  touch  with 
us  llicre  is  the  Senior  .\iialvst,  althoui;li  lie  comes  under  tiu'  Colo- 
nial Ullice. 

45:>.  Do  yon  know     whether     the    (iovernments  of  the  Orange 
Kiver  Colony,    Transvaal    and    iXalal    have   similar   insti{ution.s?— - 
Yes.  and  other  ones  which   we  ont^jit   to  liaxc      They   liave  experi 
mentalists  in  numbers. 

154.   1   wish   to  ascertain   from   vou   whether   nou   do   not    ihink 
lli.d  uiuW'v  the  circumstances  of  the  CoIoun',  it  would  not  be  oossible 
that   we  could  have  these  scientific  branches  in   (he  din'erent  Col 
onies  amalnamated,  or  worked    under  one   head    for  the   whole  of 
South  Africa  f     In  my    opinion     the    Cape    Colony     is  (|uile  large 


49 

enough  as  it  is,  and  wliile  it  is  very  flesira1)le  that  the  various  ex- 
perts should  occasionally  meet  and  discuss  matters  of  mutual 
inteiest  for  the  various  colonies  of  South  Africa,  it  is  in  my  opinion 
absolutely  cssonlial  thai  we  should  not  only  i^eep  our  own  men  in 
the  Colony,  hut  that  we  should  have  more  of  them. 

455.  But  in  regard  to  hetler  work  ))eing  done,  and  with  tlie  idea 
of  economy,  would  it  lie  ])ossi!)le  for  an  arrangement  to  be  arrived 
at  where))y  all  these  dilTerent  branches  could  worlv  under  one  head? 
--•Centralisation  would  not  benefit  the  Colony  on  account  of  the 
great  distances. 

456.  You  think  the  technical  offices  of  ilic  dif'ferenf  Colonies 
could  work  with  each  other? — Yes. 

457.  They  should  not  be  amalgamated  in  any  way  under  one 
head  ? — No. 


AFTERNOON  SITTING. 


Kric  Artliitr  Nobbs,  further  examined. 

[Witness.]  Bef(nv  anything  further  is  done  T  \^ish  to  lay  Ijefore 
the  Commission  two  maps  that  I  have  prepared  in  connection  with 
what  we  were  speaking  about  this  morning.  The  one  shows  the 
present  boundaries  of  the  circles  and  the  other  is  marked  as  a  ten- 
tatm  suggestion  of  the  possible  sub-divisions  of  the  Colony  for 
such  local  Councils  as  we  have  been  discussing.  They  might  be 
reduced  in  number — looking  at  them  now  I  see  the  number  might 
be  smaller  with  advantage — Init  I  don't  think  the  present  division 
of  circles  altogether  meets  the  case.  For  instance,  the  Western 
Province  is  a  small  agricultural  district  com])ared  with  the 
Midland. 

[Witness  put  in  maps.] 

458.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  that  a  Board  of  experienced  prac- 
tical farmers  presided  over  l)y  the  professional  head  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  would  be  more  likely  to  forward  the  interests  of 
agriculture  than  the  present  system? — I  do  not  think  the  present 
system  should  ))e  overborne  completely,  but  merely  developed.  I 
would  be  sorry  to  see  a  revolution  in  the  Agricultural  Department, 
Ijut  I  would,  certainly  like  to  see  it  more  effective  than  it  is  to-day. 

459.  Then  you  think  there  are  not  ]n-actical  men  enough  in  the 
Agricultural  De])artment^ — There  ought  to  V)e  a  larger  staff  of  tech- 
nical men. 

460.  And  you  admit  that  you  do  not  come  into  contact  with  the 
farmers? — Less  than  could  be  wished. 

461.  Chairman.]  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  tend  towards 
the  more  efficient  and  economical  administration  of  the  funds  voted 
by  ParlianuMit  for  agricultural  purposes  if  the  expenditure  and  con- 
trol of  these  moneys  were  left  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture?— No.  I  think  that  the  expendilure  of  the  funds  once  voted  by 
Parliament  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  technical  officers  con- 
ci'rned,  but  the  proposed  Board  might  exercise  a  friendly  control 
over  things,  ])ut  not  more  than  that.  An  officer  prepares  the  esti- 
mates in  the  first  instance,  and,  once  they  are  passed  by  Parlia- 
ment, I  think  the  duty  of  spending  that  money  ought  to  be  left  to 
him. 

462.  You  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  that  such  a  Board  should 
advise  the  Agricultural    Department    as    to    the  spending  of  the 

[G.  2.— 1905.]  E 
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money?— Thev  would  advise  prol)al)ly  a1  the  time  of  the  framing 
of  the  Estimates  that  are  to  l)e  laid  before  Parliament.  1  think  that 
monev,  havini>  once  been  given  over  for  a  specific  purpose,  it  should 
rest  with  the  technical  man  as  to  how^  to  spend  it. 

463.  Mr.  Owen-L<'wis.'\  With  regard  to  sums  of  money  which 
may  be  advanced  by  the  Treasury,  on  whose  recommendation 
should  you  say  the  treasury  should  act  in  making  those  loans,  that 
of  the  Agricultural  Associations  or  individual  farmers? — In  that 
matter  this  Advisory  Board  would  be  very  useful,  although  the 
granting  to  them  of  anything  out  of  that  money  should  be  left,  T 
take  it,  to  the  technical  head,  who  in  this  case  would  be  the  Chief 
Accountant. 

464.  But  do  you  mean  by  that  the  mere  handing  over  of  the 
cheques  or  the  decision  as  to  the  amount  granted  ? — That  would 
be  in  the  Estinuites,  oi-  that  all  would  l)e  arranged  before  the  Esti- 
mates were  passed  and  the  money  was  allocated  by  Parliament. 

465.  In  this  memorandum,  which  was  i)ul)lished  in  the  Gazette, 
the  Commission  are  invited  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
functions  of  (he  Board,  who  should  control  the  expenditure 
of  all  moneys  provided  l)v  Parliament  for  agricultural  purposes. 
That  would  be,  I  take  it,  outside  tlie  amounts  which  are  particularly 
s]jecified  in  the  Estimates? — I  don't  thinlv  the  Agricultural  Board 
should  spend  money  which  had  not  l)een  ])assed  by  Parliament. 

466.  It  could  not  spend  money  which  had  not  been  voted  by 
Parliament,  but  it  would  be  perfectly  competent  for  Parliament  to 
)irovide  funds  which  mii>'ht  be  used,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Agricultural  Boards,  in  making  advances  to  the  Divisional  Coun- 
cils, or  Agricultural  Associations,  or  to  private  individuals,  and  it 
would  be  left  to  the  Board  to  report  whether  the  scheme  proposed 
by  a  certain  Association  or  farmer  was  a  sound  one  or  not? — Yes, 
once  Parliament  had  pei'uiitted  certain,  expenditure  then  the  Board 
could  be  very  well  trusted,  I  think,  to  superintend  details, 

467.  Then,  I  takt'  it,  the  importance  of  this  is,  that  the  Board 
should  have  money  at  their  dis])osal  to  use  for  the  pur])ose  of 
developing  Ihc  resources  of  the  country  whether  for  irrigation 
works  or  any  (jihcr  work.  The  Government  would  make  the  ad- 
vanci>s,  subj»'i'l  to  Ihc  apiu'oval  of  Ihe  Board  being  given  to  the 
scheme?  Von  tiiiidv  llu-  Board  would  be  <|nalified  to  deal  witli 
that?— Yes,  I  certainly  think  so. 

468.  Mr.  Ahr  iiKdit^ou"]  You  tinnk  that  Ihe  Board,  as  suggested 
would  deal,  tog(>lher  with  the  Agricultural  Department,  in  the  pre 
paralion  of  Estimates,  io  be  laid  l)efoic  Parliament'-  T  think  thai 
would  l)e  a  good  i)lan 

469.  And  in  these  Estimates  wouhl  be  iiiclude(i  aiiv  moneys  in- 
tench'd  for  any  agriciiltnial  scluMue  liial  might  be  delerminell  on? 
■ — T  presume  so. 

470.  And  thcMi,  when  this  money  has  Invn  granted  ))v  Paiiia 
meiil  and  the  Eslimali's  passcnl,  yon'  think  !ha(  in  the  di.s'lribut  ion 
of  this  money  the  adviee  of  the  BtKird  siiouhl  !>e  taken  on  any  points 
wliieh  may  be  re(pnici|,  in  order  lliat  the  distribution  of  this  money 
should  meet  the  desire  of  I'ailiainent  ?  As  reoards  loans,  yes;  biit 
as  regards  n)oney  vob'd  to  the  various  teciini('al  heads  of  branches, 
no.  because,  of  course,  lli;il  mailer  wouhl  liaxc  been  setthul  in  Ihe 
preparation  of  Ihe  I^slimales. 

171.  P.ul  where  (iiat  has  not  taken  phiee,  as  in  the  loaning  of 
iiioney  for  repnxhu'l ive  |»ur)>oses  or  Ihe  making  of  Estimates  and 
iiie  liUe,  ll)en  Ihe  Board  woidd  l>e  of  ■syo;\\  s(>rvice? — They  might  be 
if  pvoi)erl\-  constituted. 
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472.  'liuil  is  to  say,  for  instance,  in  an  irrigation  scheme  where 
mouoy  li;t(i  iicen  voted  for  it,  the  advice  of  the  Board  would  be 
taken,  but  not  in  a  matter  connected  with  the  expenditure  of  the 
money? — No,  l)ecause  in  that  particular  work — an  irrigation 
scheme— where  the  ])lans  had  already  l»een  drawn  up  before  the 
iistiniates  were  iran)ed  and  submitted  to  Parliament,  if  Parliament 
has  sanctioned  the  exi)en(lilure  and  the  site  of  the  works,  there 
would  be  no  matter  to  l)e  referred  to  the  Board  and  the  technical 
adviser — in  Ibis  case,  the  Director  of  Frriuation-  would  naturally 
l)roceed  with  the  work'  without  reference  to  the  Boai'd.  Rut  if  there 
A\oS  a  sum  set  apart  just  generally  for  loans  for  irrigation  works  for 
the  current  year  then  the  Board  might  have  a  say  in  the  matter  as 
lo  the  amf)unt  of  the  funds  to  be  snp[)lied  for  any  particular  work. 

473.  Sup])ose  now  there  is  set  aside  a  lump  sum  for  irrigation 
lof^ins  anf!  any  individual  farmer  applieii  for  a  loan — for  the  pur- 
])ose  of  building  a  dam — out  of  that  fund,  don't  you  think  that  the 
Agricultural  Board  should  l)e  consulted  as  to  the  advisability  of 
granting  that  loan,  and  also  its  services  retained  for  the  purpose 
of  jtassing  the  necessary  expenditure  dnring  the  progre.^s  of  the 
work? — To  the  first  half  of  your  question,  assuredly,  yes.  But  once 
the  Board  had  apjiroved  of  (he  scheme  and  handed  it  over  to  the 
engineers,  it  must  i)e  left  to  the  engineers  to  carr\-  it  out.  I  do  not 
tliink  that  the  Board  should  interfere  with  the  work  once  they  have 
sanctioned  it,  otherwise  all  the  technical  otificers  of  the  Department 
would  be  subject  to  constant  interference,  and  as  you  know,  people 
outside  .should  never  see  work  half  completed.  I  think  it  is  neces- 
sary that  when  definite  instructions  have  been  laid  down  and  the 
technical  officer  given  a  certain  amount  to  spend  for  a  specific  pur- 
pose he  ought  to  be  left  to  carry  that  out,  l)ut  where  there  is  a  sum 
set  apart  by  Parliament  specially  for  such  a  Board  to  handle  then 
let  them  handle  it,  until  they  give  it  (n'er  to  ihe  technical  people  to 
carry  out  the  work. 

474.  Mr.  Rogers^  You  approve  of  the  Board  having  powers  to 
select  officers  for  each  Dei^artment  in  the  Agricultural  Department? 
—I  think  that  the  head  of  a  Department  ought  to  have  the  appoint- 
ing of  his  own  staff,  but  I  also'  thinlc  it  Vvould  be  quite  within  the 
power  of  the  Board  to  advise  the  ]\Iinister  as  to  the  suitability  or 
otherwise  of  those  officers. 

475.  It  should  not  be  left  to  them  sol(d\- '. — Officers  must  have 
one  head,  they  cannot  serve  a  Minister  and  a  Board — you  cannot 
serve  two  masters. 

476.  Mr.  (hcfn-L^wis.]  Tlieir  head  would  l)e  the  permanent 
bead  ? — The  officers  would  take  their  orders  from  the  Minister, 
through  the  iiermanent  head,  but  they  could  alwavs  appeal  to  the 
Minister. 

477.  Chainiiuii.]  Bv  the  present  system  the  control  of  both  the 
clerical  and  professional  branches  is  brought  under  the  Permanent 
Head,  the  Under  Secretary,  is  it  not? — Yes. 

478.  Do  YOU  think  the  ^v^•o  branches  should  be  kept  distinct.' — 
They  should',  I  think,  be  ke])t  distinct,  but  they  should  be  in  close 
and  sympathetic  touch. 

479.  Which  thev  are  not  at  present  ?— As  they  at  present  are  ; 
they  are  in  close  and  synJi)athetic  touch,  but  I  would  like  to  see 
them  a  little  nmre  distinct. 

480.  Mr.  Ahraln<„>si»i.']  Do  \ou  think  that  the  permanent  heail 
of  the  Agricultural  Departmeni  should  be  a  man  capable  of  taking 
an    intelligent    interest    in    the    piofessional    work?—- Assuredly,   he 
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must  be  a  man  who  can  take  an  interest  in  tiie  technical  sides  of 
a  question  Avhich  is  presented  to  him.  At  the  same  time,  such  an 
officer  must  l)e  competent  to  draft  regulations  that  may  be  neces- 
sary, have  skill  in  the  drawing  up  of  Bills  for  Parliament,  and  such 
matters  which  require  a  special  clerical  training. 

Cluts.  P.  Loun^biinj,  B.Sc.  examined. 

481.  Chairman.]  What  otlice  (\o  you  hold  in  the  Agricultural 
Department  ?— Government  Entomologist  and  Chief  Inspector  of 
Plant  Im])orts. 

482.  And  what  length  uf  time  have  >oli  been  in  that  Depart- 
ment?— Nine  years. 

483.  Have'you  any  knowledge  of  the  systems  under  which  Agri- 
eidtural  Departments  in  other  countries  are  worked,  and  if  so,  do 
you  consider  the  application  of  any  of  these  systems  would  be  to 
"the  advantage  of  the  farming  community  of  this  Colony  ? — Yes,  I 
have  a  general  knowledge,  b_\-  reading  and  by  talking  with  the 
officers  of  other  Departments ;"  of  the  Agricultural  Departments  in 
the  Australian  Colonies,  and  in  the  United  States  of  America.  With 
the  latter  I  am  more  familiar,  and  I  think  the  Colony  could,  with 
great  advantage,  copy  from  the  United  States  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment. The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  is  very  thor- 
oughly organised  at  present.  It  has  been  a  Department  for  only 
forty  years,  and  in  its  present  organisation  has  existed  for  about 
sixteen  years.  At  its  head  is  a  Cabinet  Minister,  and  under  him 
is  an  Assistant  Secretary,  and  then  the  Department  is  divided  into 
numerous  bureaux  and  divisions,  to  each  one  of  which  is  attached 
a  technical  head — a  professional  man,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  that 
professional  man  is  left  in  entire  charge  of  the  affairs  of  his  divi- 
sion. He  is  responsible  to  the  Secretary  only.  In  former  years  the 
Assistant  Secretary  had  nominal  charge  over  many  of  the  divisions, 
but  as  the  organisation  has  developed  his  charge  has  become 
less  and  less,  until  now  the  Department  is  made  up  of  a  large 
ntimlier  of  l)ureaux  and  divisions,  each  of  Avhich  does  its  own  work 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretai'\'.  The  Secretary  is  an  officer 
appointed  liv  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  advice 
of  the  Senate,  and  tlie  Assistant  Si'cri'lai'v  is  similarly  appointed. 
All  the  other  ollicials  hold  their  ap])oiiitments  from  the  Secretary. 

484.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  Is  he  the  permanent  officer? — Neither  the 
officers  of  the  Secretary  or  Assislant  Secretary  are  j^ermanent.  All 
other  officers  are  permanent,  so  long  as  Ihey  are  competent  to  per- 
form their  duties. 

485.  Do  the  two  heads  of  the  Dcparlment  come  in  and  go  out 
with  the  Government  ?-  -No.  Tlic  Secretary  is  someone  who  is 
selected  without  any  political  (pialifications.  The  present  one  is  a 
Professor  from  an  Agriciilt  tiial  College  in  To\\;i,  and  was  selected 
for  his  professional  aliililics  and  liis  organising  abilities,  not  lie- 
cause  of  ha])i)ening  to  belong  to  Hie  particular  party  in  power,  and 
there  was  no  change  wIkmi  the  new  President  came  into  ])osver. 

48().  How  long  has  he  been  there? — He  has  been  now  al)ont  live 
years.  In  this  I)epartment  here  we  cannot  adopt  the  American 
system  in  full.  The  Minister  there  is  a  Cabinet  Minister,  but  he 
has  not  the  duties  of  office  that  compare  with  the  position  of  a 
f.'abinet  Minister  here.  There  the  President  is  the  Executive 
Onicer.  and  he  can  ask  the  advice  of  his  Ministers,  but  they 
liave    not    the    powers    of    the    Minister    here,    and,    therefore,    the 
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Sc-icrelary  tor  .^griciilUiri'  has  dku'c  liuu'  to  give  lo  j)urely  agricul- 
tural matters.  Then,  the  Secretary,  or  rather,  the  Minister  lor  Agri- 
culture in  this  Colony,  is  more  hindered  by  political  work  than  in 
the  United  States,  and  for  that  reason  an  Assistant  Secretary  would 
be  necessary.  They  recognise  an  Assistant  Secretary  there,  but  1 
think  if  we  adopted  a  scheme  like  the  United  Slates  scheme,  it 
should  be  with  the  Assistant  Secretary  granted  more  powers  than 
he  has  over  yonder.  In  former  years  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  United  States  Agricultural  Department  was  without  special 
qualilicalions,  bat  there  arose  the  demand  (hat  he  l)e  specially 
(pialified,  that  he  be  a  man  of  very  broad  views  and  well  versed  in 
general  agriculture.  And  they  have  also  solved  the  difficulty  to  a 
large  extent  by  care  in  selecting  a  man  as  Assistant  Secretary,  on 
the  one  hand, "and  by  giving  the  divisions  greater  power  on  the 
other  hand. 

487.  That  is,  the  divisions  of  the  Department  ?— Yes,  the  divi- 
sions of  the  Department.  Each  head  is  responsible  for  his  work 
now  to  the  Secretary  for  ^vgriculture,  and  as  long  as  he  does  it 
properly  he  is  retained,  Init  it  depends  on  that,  for  if  it  is  not  pro- 
perly done  he  must  go.  But  it  is  a  very  general  question  all  this, 
ivndl  think  it  would  l)e  better  for  me  to  answer  s])ecific  questions 
upon  it. 

488.  Chairman?^  They  do  not  tal\e  any  advice  from  the  farmers 
in  carrying  out  the  wori;  of  the  Agricultural  Department  in  the 
United  States,  I  suppose: — They  are  guided  by  public  opinion,  but 
lliere  is  no  actual  Council  above  them,  nor  no  Board  above  them. 
The  United  States,  of  course,  is  made  up  of  a  great  many  individual 
States.  Each  of  these  States  has  its  own  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, and  there  are  almost  as  mam-  forms  of  organisation  as  there 
are  difTerent  Departments.  The  organisation  that  has  reached  the 
most  perfect  development,  however,  and  of  which  we  hear  most,  is 
the  National  Agricultural  Department,  and  it  is  the  organisation  in 
that  Department  which  I  think  most  worthy  of  our  study. 

489.  Mr.  Abrahavison.]  How  does  this  National  Agricultural 
Department  derive  its  funds  ? — From  the  United  States  Treasury. 

490.  Are  they  voted  l)y  the  Parliament? — Yes. 

491.  Just  as"  we  do  here  by  estimates  ?— Yes.  1  have  simply 
mentioned,  I  may  remark,  the  "one  country.  I  know  very  little  of 
the  organisation  "on  the  continent  of  Europe,  or  in  European  coun- 
tries, ias  a  whole,  but  I  think  that  our  conditions  are  far  nearer 
those  in  the  newer  countries  than  the  older  countries,  and  that  we 
can  better  studv  Australia,  America,  and  Canada,  than  Eu.rope,  for 
copies.  In  Australia  the  systems  are  very  much  like  our  (jwn.  In 
Victoria  there  is  a  Council,  such  as  you  are  discussing,  but  that 
has  to  do  with  Agricultural  Education,  and  the  chief  reason  for  its 
existence  is  l)ecause  of  a  large  amount  of  Government  land  held 
over  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  I  understand  that  when  this 
is  all  disposed  of,  there  is  little  more  use  for  the  Agricultural  Cf)un- 
cil.  That  information  I  obtained  from  the  Entomologist  there.  In 
Tasmania  there  is  an  Agricultural  Council,  but  there  again,  I  under- 
stand from  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  himself  (who  Avas  here  only 
a  few  weeks  ago)  that  it  was  more  of  a  detriment  in  the  working 
of  the  Department  than  a  real  help,  and  that  it  was  with  the  utmost 
difficultv  that  a  member  could  l)e  got  to  appreciate  a  new  work  to 
be  done.  In  South  Australia  the\-  have  a  more  complex  system. 
Thev  did  have,  in  former  years,  a  Central  Agricultural  Department, 
oc  Bureau,  and  I  have  never  l)een  able  to  get  a  statement  as  to  how 
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thfit  was  organised.  Still  it  was  an  oruaiiisatiou  of  the  count i'>'.  Il 
was  not  altogether  satisi'actor}-,  and  iu'tween  two  and  three  years 
ago  the  Central  Agricultural  Bureau  was  withdrawn,  and  in  its 
place  was  substituted  a  Council  of  eleven  men,  appointed  by  the 
Government.  They  chose  such  men  as  the  President  of  the  South 
Australia  Vine-growers"  Association,  and  the  President  of  their 
Royal  Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Society,  and  several  promin- 
ent' men  who  were  Graduates  of  their  Agricultural  College,  and 
several  from  merchants  in  agricultural  wares.  This  Council  was 
charged  with  advising  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  on  agricultural 
[natters,  and  was  given  general  supervision  over  their  Agricultural 
Department.  But  their  Department  has  not  been  very  ambitious 
in  its  work,  like  our  own  Department.  They  have  a  few  profes- 
sionally trained  experts  in  their  work.  If  the}-  had  a  staff  like  ours, 
I  think  they  would  follow  the  example  of  other  Australian  Colonies, 
and  trust  more  in  the  expert  and  less  in  a  Board.  That  is  what 
has  come  to  pass  in  the  different  iVmerican  States  where 
Boards  of  Agriculture  have  been  a])i)ointed  or  elected.  It  has 
gradually  come  about  that  these  Boards  have  only  nominal  duties, 
where  tliey  have  remained  in  existence. 

492.  Blr.  Ahrahcmi.son.']  What  were  the  original  functions  of  these 
Boards? — They  were  appointed  to  supervise  the  working,  but  the 
duties  of  most  of  them  have  come  to  be  merely  nominal.  For  in- 
stance, where  there  is  an  Agricultural  Ex])eriment  Station,  they  will 
appoint  the  differeni  officers,  and  they  will  meet  and  pass  finances, 
but  they  accept  the  Director's  recommendations  on  lines  of  work 
without  C{uestion. 

493.  Mr.  Oive7i-Lewis.]  It  they  are  satisfied  with  it? — Yes.  If  they 
are  not  they  ask  for  his  resignation,  there  is  no  medium. 

494.  They  give  him  a  free  hand? — Yes.  There  is  a  useful  l)ulle- 
tin,  I  may  mention,  published  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at 
Washington,  dealing  with  these  matters.  In  fact,  there  is  a  num- 
ber of  American  publications  that  would,  I  am  sure,  be  of  great  use 
in  this  connection.  There  is  a  pamphlet  on  the  organisation  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  there  is  a  ver}^  large 
volume  on  the  organisation  of  the  dift'erent  Experiment  Stations, 
which  incidentally  gives  clues  as  to  how  the  different  staffs  are  con- 
trolled. I  think  anythinLi  further  ma\'  conn^  under  other  questions 
put  to  me. 

495.  Do  you  know  aiiylliiiig  alioiit  !lie  Frciicli  system? — No.  I 
do  not  know  the  Continental  systems.  The  system  of  the  working 
in  this  Colony  should  be,  T  think,  similar  to  the  working  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  methods,  rathei-  than  of  Continenlal  methods. 
The  Anglo-Saxons  have  really  done  more  of  the  kind  of  farming 
we  have  in  this  country.  rhe\'  arc  large  farms  here,  and  cannot  lie 
compared  witli  the  Continenlal  ones, 

496.  Chairman.]  Have  you  read  the  memorandum  of  suggested 
reforms  for  the  re-organisalion  of  tlie  Aericudtural  Department?— 
Yes,  I  have  read   it.  and  uiveii  consichMable  study  to  it   in  the  last 
few  days. 

497.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri 
cultnre  to  consist  of  representative  faiMueis,  irrespective  of  [xjlitics, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony:  (1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  affect- 
ing tlie  agricultural  interests  of  the  counlr\ •;  and  (2)  To  consider 
and  rejiort  to  a  I'oard  of  Agriculture  upon  schemes  sulnnitled  to 
them  ? — I  (In  ihink-  that  under  llie  conditions  existing  in  this 
Col<in\'  the  .\L;ri('ull  lira!    Delia  rl  nienl    would  be  l)roughl    into  closer 
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named,  a  body  of  agricullurisls  ilial  ilic  (ioveriunent  could  consult 
I'll  matU'fs  wliicli  concerned  IIkmh.  I  lliinK"  il  should  be  a  purely 
consullmo-  body.  I  do  imi  thiids  il  would  lie  a  good  thing,  and 
from  my  own  standjioinl,  it  would  be  otb-n  an  advantage  to  mo  to 
lie  at  a  Coiuicil  of  pi-actical  men  and  discussing  matters  Avith  them. 

498.  'I  lien  vou  agn^e  with  thai  ([uestion  ;-  Ves.  with  the  first 
part. 

499.  AJr.  Abrdhuiuson.]  A  l)o(ly  to  consult  on  all  (juestions  affect 
ing  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  Colony  i — 1  believe  it  should 
consult  on  all  questions  of  which  the  Council  have  been  asked  for 
advice  !>>'  the  responsihlc  Minister.  1  do  not  reall\-  think-  il  should 
be  necessary  to  refci'  all  (|uestions  to  Iheni,  That  is  to(j  broad  and 
sw^eeping.  T  would  lalhcr  thai  the  Council  should  advise  on  such 
questions  as  were  referred  to  it  by  the  Minister. 

500.  Then  they  would  have  no  initiative? — It  is  not  necessary 
that  they  should  have,  t  think  such  a  body  should  be  able  to  biing 
any  matters  up  which  came  before  it. 

501.  Mr.  Oiven-Lcwis.]  You  would  not  exclude  discussing  mat- 
ters ajid  passing  resolutions  at  meetings? — Not  at  all.  But  I  would 
have  it  understood  that  they  were  looked  iq)on  by  Covernment  as 
an  advisory  body,  in  order  that  they  shoulcl  be  careful  what  reso- 
tions  they  adopted,  and  that  the  resolutions  should  carry  greater 
weight. 

502.  You  would  be  (juite  agreeable  to  their  meeting,  say  once 
or  Iwace  a  year,  ami  then  discussing  any  matters  which  were 
l>r(ji!L'ht  forward  that  they  felt  were  of  general  intei'esi  lo  the  agri- 
cultural population  of  the  country? — Yes.  But  1  think  in  this  Col- 
ony it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  get  together  such  a  Council 
more  than  once  a  year.  This  is  a  country  of  vast  distances,  and, 
moreover,  it  is  difficult  to  travel  from  one  place  to  another,  and 
you  w^ould  want  such  a  Council  composed  of  the  best  farmers,  and 
really  those  who  have  greatest  difficulty  in  leaving  their  farms. 
And  you  would,  I  think,  get  better  advice  if  you  called  them  to- 
gether not  oftener  than  once  a  year,  and  let  them  sit  for  several 
(lays. 

50:3.  Mr.  Ruhid(j('.\  In  the  case  of  emergency  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  calling  them  together? — No,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
matters  referred  to  the  Couiu'il  could  jjossibly  l>e  matters  (»f 
urgency. 

504.  They  would  be  a  very  useful  body  U)X  the  Governnienl  lo 
submit  ideas  that  they  had  with  regard  tO  legislation  on  agricul- 
tvu'al  matters  to? — I  think  that  would  be  their  chief  valui'. 

505.  Both  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Government  and  also 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  farming  po])ulation  in  every  })art  of 
the  Colony? — Yes.  They  would  hear  all  matters  discussed,  and  the 
Minister  could  be  juvserit.  He  would  hear  matters  discussed  and 
hear  their  views,  and  know  what  was  the  consensus  of  opinion  on 
the  various  matters.  He  would  hear  Ihe  views  of  men  who  would 
nevev  write. 

50G.  Clunr/iuin.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  proposed  Boai'd  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  nine  memliers  nominated  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  eighteen  members  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture, 
to  held  office  for  a  ]ieriod  of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  follow 
ing  manner:  The  collective  reiiresentatives  on  the  Agricultural 
Council  from  each  of  the  nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Council   to  elect   from   their  own    numbers,   two  members? — I 
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have  thought  over  that  a  great  deal  in  the  hist  few  days,  1  have 
pondered  over  it  seriously,  and  T  cannot  see  that  such  a  Board 
would  be  at  all  advantageous  in  this  Colony.  I  think,  on  the  con- 
travv,  it  would  be  a  hindrance  in  furthering  agricultural  interests 
rather  than  a  help. 

507.  In  what  way? — Such  a  Board  could  never  competently  ad- 
vise on  matters  which  concerned  technical  work.  A  competent 
man  would  be  the  officer  in  charge  of  a  certain  line  of  work  whose 
policy  had  been  approved  by  a  Minister  and  the  work  w^as  to  be 
carried  out.  Well,  if  you  had  a  Board,  particularly  one  composed 
of  twent5'^-seven  members,  it  would  be  necessary  for  that  officer  be- 
fore he  undertook  any  new  piece  of  w^ork,  to  convince  a  majority 
of  that  twenty-seven,  that  that  new  work  was  desira])le;  and  I  am 
firmly  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  take  far  more  of  that  expert's 
time  and  thought  to  get  the  Board  to  favour  his  views  than 
\vould  be  desirable.  You  would  have  the  man  so  harassed  that  he 
wouuj  not  care  to  bring  forward  new  ideas,  and  I  think  if  there 
was  such  a  Board  with  such  powers,  that  you  Avould  very  soon  be 
losing  all  _your  best  men  as  experts.  If  the  Board  had  only  nominal 
duties,  if  it  was  simply  a  Board  to  provide  loans  for  work,  or  taking, 
or  asking  for  a  man's  resignation,  I  quite  understand  that  it  would 
have  a  certain  value,  but  I  do  not  think  such  matters  Avould  be 
sufficient  for  the  Board's  creation. 

508.  M?'.  Ovwri-Lcivis.']  I  do  not  think  the  Board  would  interfere 
with  the  technical  part  of  the  work.  They  would  approve  of  the 
scheme,  and  that  scheme  would  be  left  to  the  technical  adviser  to 
carry  out.  The  point  is,  whether  that  scheme  should  be  approved 
of  by  the  Board  or  Parliament  ? — Any  general  scheme  would 
emanate  from  the  Minister.  He  would  be  the  responsible  man. 
He  is  responsible  to  Parliament,  and  the  scheme  should  come  from 
him,  as  long  as  he  is  responsible,  and  not  from  a  Board,  which  is 
not  responsible. 

509.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  The  question  is,  should  such  a  Board,  in 
the  first  instance,  be  advisors^? — A  Board  to  assist  the  Minister  in 
such  schemes,  for  instance — not  of  schemes  afTecting  fruit  or  wine — 
but  schemes  for  irrigation,  and  the  selection  of  sites,  and  matters 
of  that  kind?  I  do  not  see  how  such  a  Board  would  interfere  in 
an3^  way  \vith  the  scientific  expert? — Co-operative  irrigation 
schemes  are  really  technical  and  subjects  which  only  the  expert 
fully  grasps. 

510.  And  you  do  not  think  ii  would  lie  ])ossible  to  make  those 
schemes  successful  and  the  leading  farmers  to  interest  themselves 
in  them,  without  their  having  some  say  in  the  matter? — I  think 
that  that  work  should  be  done  in  Parliament,  rather  than  by  a 
Board. 

511.  Chairman.]  But,  supi)()sing  the  Local  Board  in  the  district 
have  certain  schemes  of  irrigation,  which  Miey  want  cariied  out. 
Now,  don't  you  tliiid;  it  would  hel])  Ihe  Department  if  they  were 
to  accept  advice  from  such  a  Uoard  as  to  {\\v  scheme  or  schemes, 
in  view  of  th(>  fact  that  llic  couulry  is  but  spai'sely  i)opulated,  and 
that  this  Board  would  know  what  the  wants  of  the  (listrict  were, 
and  would  give  advice  on  that  point  ?--^\.s  1  understand  you,  you 
arc  giving  functions  to  the  Board  generally--to  Ihe  Hoard  Of  Agri- 
culture, not  Id  ihe  Council?  In  this  scheme,  on  [)aper  here,  you 
are  giving  the  lioard,  not  alone  advisory  powers,  but  also  ])ower  of 
control.     1  have  alrc^ady  intimated,  1  favour  receiving  advice. 

512.  Dr.  Nohbs.]  Opposed,  as  you  are  to  a  Board,  should  not  the 
Council  have  an  FA'ecutivc  Com'mitl( c'     With  what  powers? 
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513.  To  carry  on  its  work  diiriiiL;  tiu'  interval  between  one  Con- 
gress and  another? — I  would  like  Ici  see  such  a  Council  formed,  and 
it  would  have  an  Executive  Coniniittee,  1  suppose.  1  do  not  think 
a  Board  could  concern  itself  with  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Dejmrt- 
ment.  This  would  have  to  he  left  to  the  Minister,  and  if  the  Minis- 
ter desired  any  counsel,  or  any  advice  on  these  technical  matters, 
I  do  not  think  he  should,  oi'  would,  care  to  go  outside  his  own 
Department,  to  avoid  responsil)lity.  If  he  was  in  (k)iil)t  which  way 
to  decide,  he  might  have  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  heads  of  his 
Department,  and  if  he  was  able  to  say  in  Parliament,  "  I  submitted 
this  matter  to  the  heads  of  my  De])artment,  and  these  men  thought 
as  I  thought,  and  I  acted  upon  that  decision,"  it  would  give  all 
weight  to  his  decision. 

514.  Ml'.  Owen-Lewis.]  You  see  in  this  memorandum  from  the 
"  Government  Gazette,"  which  we  have  before  us,  containing  sug- 
gested reforms,  the  Commission  are  invited  to  consider  and  report 
upon  certain  suggestions  and  methods  by  which,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Agricultural  Board,  financial  assistance  might 
be  granted  to  the  agricultural  population  to  enable  them  to  develop 
their  resources? — I  understood  these  are  not  the  questions  now  be- 
ing considered,  for  these  are  very  great  questions  in  themselves. 

515.  The  point  is,  if  the  Government  were  to  raise  a  loan  to  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  agricultural  resources  of  the 
country  when  they  came  to  use  this  loan  foi'  the  purpose  of 
making  advances  to  Divisional  Councils,  Agricultural  Societies,  and 
individual  farmers,  they  would  not  make  any  advance,  unless  the 
scheme  were  approved  by  the  Board  of  Agi*iculture ? — I  think  that 
the  heads  of  Government  Departments  would  be  l)etter  qualified  to 
advise  upon  such  matters  than  a  Board  elected  by  farmers. 

516.  But,  surely  this  Board  would  be  in  close  touch  with  the 
wishes  of  the  farming  population? — I  am  not  at  all  sure  of  that,  but 
if  everything  were  perfect,  they  might  be ;  but,  as  things  are  in  this 
Avorld,'and  In  this  Colony,  it  is  better  to  have  one  man  responsi- 
ble, and,  so  to  speak,  take  his  head  off,  if  he  does  not  do  his  duty, 
without  a  Board  to  divide  responsibility.  I  think  it  is  practically 
impossible  to  get  that  concentration  with  a  Board  that  you  would 
have  with  one  man,  or  from  a  very  small  Board,  directly  responsible 
to  Government. 

517.  AVould  not  the  Board  be  a  good  body  in  advising  on 
schemes,  upon  which  money  was  going  to  be  spent,  to  develop  the 
agricultural  resources  of  the  country?  Would  not  the  fact,  that 
they  w^ere  elected  by  the  farmers,  mean  that  the  Board  voiced  the 
views  of  the  farmers,  and  was  in  close  touch  Avith  them  i — I  do  not 
think  it  is  necessary,  and  believe  that  a  Board  formed  as  suggested 
would  prove  a  disappointment  in  practice. 

518.  Of  course,  the  great  complaint  now  is,  that  the  Depart- 
ment is  not  in  close  touch  with  the  farming  population? — Yes,  it 
is  a  general  complaint  in  almost  all  divisions  of  the  Dei)artment. 
Still,  I  think,  if  there  were  a  body  required  to  give  consideration 
to  schemes,  it  should  be  a  body  nominated  by  the  Government  and 
ap[)ointed  1)y  the  Government.  I  think  the  Government  would  be 
far  more  qualified  to  choose  men  to  advise  than  farmers.  The  Gov- 
ernment would  be  more  competent  to  chose  the  best  qualified  men. 

519.  Dr.  Nuhhs.]  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  the  Councils 
picking  out  these  men? — We  are  speaking  now  of  a  Board  to  con- 
sider special  questions  of  co-operation. 

520.  But  might  not  the  Councils  elect  them'      The  suggestion 


i>  lliat  lh('\-  shdiild;  -T  do  not  think  tlinl  ;i  lioai'il,  sucli  as  is  pro- 
jx.seil  in  the  nienioi'anduni,  would  In'  a  protu'r  body  to  considiT 
such  nialtois.  Il  would  be  too  large  a  body.  1  think  a  Board  i" 
consider  a  s]i('cial  subject  should  consist  of  a  few  specially  quali- 
tied  men. 

521.  Mr.  (hccii-L' iris.  \  Yon  prefer  a  nominated  Board,  to  be 
elected  by  the  Department r— Yes,  a  small  Board  for  the  purpose 
in  view. 

522.  But  vou  do  not  think  a  Board  of  farmers  should  haA^e  con- 
irol  over  the'  Department  '. — Nothino-  further  than  advisory — than 
being'  able  to  advise. 

52:3.  Mr.  Abruhamson.]  You  admit  that  a  Council  might  be  ad- 
vantageous?- Such  a  Council  wovld  be  advantageous,  not  might  be. 

524.  But  a  Board,  which  is  nominated  l:)y  that  Council,  as  its 
executive  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  Agricultural  Department, 
but  not  having  real  powers  of  interference  with  the  different  heads 
of  the  Agricultural  Department,  l)ut  merely  advisory  powers,  and 
do  such  \\-ork  as  may  be  relegated  to  it  by  the  Minister,  or  per- 
manent head,  >'ou  do  not  think  would  be  a  useful  body  or  a  neces- 
sary one? — I  say,  if  this  Council  be  formed,  I  do  not  see  the  use  of 
its  electing  a  Board.  1  do  not  think  it  is  at  all  necessary  in  depart- 
mental affairs,  and.  if  a  Board  is  necessary  at  all  for  purposes  such 
as  the  granting  of  loans  to  pultlic  or  private  bodies,  that  it  should 
be  a  smaller  Board  of  far  greater  responsU)dity  than  the  Board  pro- 
posed. Such  a  Board  should  be  appointed  from  men  competent,  by 
reason  of  special  qualifications,  to  sit  on  it. 

525.  Chairman.]  YcfU  consider  that  it  should  be  appointed  by 
Government? — I  say,  I  do  not  see  any  need  for  a  Board  formed  as 
here  suggested.  If  a  Board  is  necessary  for  particular  purposes, 
such  as  are  here  expressed,  I  say  that  that  Board  should  be  ap- 
pointed expressly  for  those  purposes,  and  be  an  appointed  Board. 

526.  .17/'.  Ourii-Lewis.]  Not  elected  '.—  Not  elected  by  the  farmers. 

527.  You  would  not  have  anv  elected  man  on  that  Board  at  all? 
—No. 

528.  The  Government  seem  to  be  anxious  to  help  the  farmers, 
and  to  come  more  into  touch  with  them,  and  to  assist  them  in 
such  schemes  as  they  have  in  view,  and  it  is  for  that  purpose  that 
we  have  been  discussing  whether  such  bodies  shouhl  be  elected. 
Now,  do  not  you  think  that  foi'  that  i)ur])ose,  it  would  l)e  best  to 
have  bodies  of  farmers  elected  by  the  bulk  of  tlie  farmers  of 
the  country.  Would  it  have  a  better  effect  in  ol)taining  their 
views  on  mattei's  affecting  agriculture,  than  could  be  oi)tained 
through  any  other  agency  ? — It  may  be  that  in  some  branches 
of  the  l)ei)artment  small  ^Boards  might  be  able  to  do  very  useful 
woik ;  l)ut  I  thiidv  it  would  be  work  on  si)ecial  lines  and  not  service 
as  general  Boards.  I  don't  think  there  is  any  officer  in  the  Depart- 
ment who  ih^sires  to  come  into  close  touch  with  tiie  farnuM's  more 
than  J  do. 

529.  And  do  \-ou  think  Ibal  nou  ai'ef  I  do,  but  I  could  come 
nu'.ch  nu)re  into  touch.  1  think  we  all  should  be  in  close  touch,  and 
I  think  that  the  Government  l)y  this  memorandum  shows  a  desire 
to  have  things  so  that  its  Icchnical  ol'licers  should  be  in  closer  touch. 

530.  Mr.  Rvhidfie.]  Bui  supposing  yon  had  a  Boai'd  to  work  on 
the  lines  you  suggested,  or  a  small  advisory  Board  chosen  by  the 
Minister  to  advise  him  on  any  special  matters,  do  not  you  think 
that  would  be  more  rei)resentative?— Well,  I  can  imagine  that  in 
cases  it  woidd  lie  useful  for  a  small  Committee  to  be  appointed  fi'om 


the   Couucil    lu  give    liicil   roiisidci-aliDii    Ik   spcciiil    siihjcct^.    Iml    I 
think  that  couhl  be  entirely  an  after-considcnitidi). 

531.  Mr.   Owen- Lew  is.]  You   would    like   a    Board   to   lu'    noun 
nated  by  the  Government — assuiuinj^     tliere     was  one? — If  duties 
required  it. 

532.  And  you  think  the  (loveruuu'ul  w(juld  Ur  mow  couijx'tent 
to  nominate  this  Board  than  a  Council  of  Agricidture  composed  of 
representative  farmers? — If  it  is  a  case  of  special  sulrjeets,  yes. 

533.  You  think  that  the  (Government,  composed  of  men  the 
greater  majority  of  \\'hom  have  never  had  any  experience  of  farm- 
ing of  any  kind,  would  be  ([uite  as  capable  of  nominating  this 
Board  as  a  Council  of  Agriculture  composed  of  farmers  elected  by 
the  farmers  themselves? — In  the  appointment  of  such  a  Board  you 
must  look  to  see  how  it  would  I)e  appointed.  It  would  be  a[)])ointed 
principally  on  the  Minister's  recommendation  and  he  would  not 
have  a  man  who  was  not  competent,  but  would  consider  the  merits 
of  each  man. 

534.  Yes,  l)ut  we  have  had  Ministers  of  Agriculture  in  this 
Colony  who  were,  unlike  the  [)r('sent  Minister,  not  practical  far- 
mers, who  have  lived  in  Cape  Town,  and  these  are  the  men  in  whose 
hands  the  appointment  of  this  Board  would  be  left  if  your  sugges- 
tion w^ere  carried  out? — No,  that  is  not  so,  because  things  follow 
down  from  one  step  to  another.  Ihings  should  be  so  well  organ- 
ised that  the  Department  would  be  guided  by  the  men  who  are  ex- 
p(;rts  in  those  i)artieular  lines,  and  if  the  Department  is  sufficiently 
well  organised  I  do  not  think  there  would  l)e  any  ti'ouble  in  the 
appointment  of  special  Boards  for  special  objects. 

535.  But  do  not  you  think  that  a  Board  of  wt)rking  farmers 
would  be  far  more  likely  to  give  a  sympathetic  hearing  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  expert  than  heads  of  Departments  with  no  experience 
in  farming? — I  think  myself  that  that  Board  would  be  composed  of 
practical  farmer's  if  it  were  a  matter  for  practical  farmers. 

536.  Do  not  you  think  this  Agricultural  Council  could  l^e 
trusted  to  nominate  some  nine  men,  to  form  a  Board,  to  serve  as  a 
sort  of  Executive  Committee  of  their  Council  while  the  Government 
possessed  the  right  to  nominate  half  that  number?  Would  not 
such  a  Board  be  useful  in  giving  advice  on  agricultural  matters? — 
It  might  occasionally,  but  I  do  not  think  sufficient  to  justify  it  being 
provided  for  in  this  wmy. 

537.  Mr.  Alirahamso7i.]  You  atlmil  tliat  iL  is  an  absolute  neces- 
sity for  the  Department  to  be  in  touch  with  the  farmers? — I  do. 

538.  Now  flon't  you  think  that  it  would  be  easier  for  the  De- 
partment to  come  into  close  touch  with  the  whole  of  the  farming 
community  if  they  were  enabled  to  appeal  to  a  Board  who  were 
farmers  themselves  and  who  had  been  elected  by  the  farmers 
throughout  the  country? — No,  I  disagree  as  a  result  of  my  expe- 
rience and  observation  on  the  working  of  such  bodies. 

539.  .17r.  Owen-Lewi s^^  Has  the  Department  been  successful  in 
getting  into  touch  with  the  farmers: — To  some  extent.  I  do  not 
think  anyone  can  say  that  the  Agricultural  Department  has  not 
accomplished  good  w^ork  for  the  farmers.  The  prolilem  is,  how  to 
get  the  Department  to  accomplish  more  good. 

540.  How  would  you  suggest  Ijringing  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment into  closer  touch  with  them? — By  better  organisation,  that 
would  bring  it  into  closer  touch.  I  do  not  think  that  a  Board  would 
a^'complish  that  oliject.     I  think  that  a  Board  would  prove  a  draw- 


back  in  the  Ioiiq  nin,  although  I  know,  on  the  face  of  it,  it  looks  as 
:;  It  would  Iji'ing  them  into  closer  touch. 

541.  How  is  it  that  these  Boards  have  |)voved  sucii  a  success  in 
other  countries? — What  countries? 

542.  France  and  Ireland,  for  example? — Yes,  but  in  Ireland 
where  they  formed  these  Boards  they  have  a  peculiar  population  to 
\^ork  with — a  peculiar  people  to  deal  with,  not  like  our  own  intel- 
ligent Colonial  farmers. 

543.  Do  you  mean  that  the  Irish  farmer  is  not  intelligent? — 
Ihe  farmers  the  Board  in  Ireland  was  formed  to  reach  are  peasants, 
and  not  comj)araljle  with  Colonial  farmers.  The  farmers  here  are 
of  an  utterly  different  class,  and  have,  as  a  rule,  very  large  farms. 

544.  But  there  are  large  farms  in  Ireland? — \'es,  here  and  there, 
hut  it  is  not  the  men  on  those  that  the  Board  chiefly  helps. 

545.  And  these  large  farmers  are  on  the  Council? — Exactly; 
they  are  the  teachers;  but  I  do  not  think  you  shovdd  compare  the 
Iristi  farmer — the  peasant^ — with  our  intelligent  Colonial  farmer. 

546.  But  the  scheme  has  worked  well  in  Ireland? — That  is  so. 
But  the  problem  here  is  so  very  ditTerent  from  Ireland ;  there  is 
really  no  comparison. 

547.  Mr.  A  hrahamson.]  Of  course  we  know  that  the  officers  of 
the  Agricutural  Department  have  done  a  great  deal  for  agriculture 
in  this  country,  l)ut,  generally,  do  you  think  that  the  condition  of 
the  country  is  satisfactory  with  regard  to  the  existing  state  of 
affairs  in  the  Agricultural  Department,  in  connection  with  the 
general  farming  community? — I  do  not  quite  understand  you. 

548.  Well,  does  the  countiy  as  a  whole  get  as  much  out  of  the 
Department  as  they  should  get? — No,  perhaps  it  doesn't,  but  at  the 
same  time  I  think  if  the  work  of  the  Department  were  ever  so  per- 
fect that  the  people  would  not  be  satisfied ;  if  they  were,  there 
would  be  something  wrong  with  the  population. 

549.  And  do  you  think  that  the  best  results,  as  far  as  your  ideas 
are  concerned  can  only  be  obtained  by  going  on  in  the  way  the  De 
partment  is  going,  with  this  difference,  that  you  would  have  the 
present  system  improved? — I  think  that  involves  a  question  which 
will  ])e  dealt  with  at  a  later  stage.  I  don't  say  that  this  Department 
cannot  be  better — I  simply  say  I  believe  we  will  progress  faster  and 
do  more  good  if  we  can  have  responsible  officers  responsible,  and 
not  leave  the  control  to  elective  Boards. 

550.  That  is  your  great  objection  to  the  Board,  to  give  it  con- 
trol over  heads  of  departments? — I  think  it  would  hinder  the  work. 

551.  Is  that  your  great  objection,  giving  it  control  over  certain 
sections  of  the  Deparinieni! — I  say,  I  do  not  see  any  justification 
for  having  that  Board. 

552.  Your  great  objection  is  that  you  do  not  wish  to  give  them 
control ? — I  think  that  is  where  they  would  fail. 

553.  Chairman.]  If  a  Boa  I'd  could  be  constituted  to  assist  the 
Ajjricultural  Department  they  would  liave  no  objection  to  it? — I  do 
not  (|uite  follow. 

554.  For  example,  a  Board  el(>ct(Ml  \)y  the  public,  and  appointeil 
by  the  Government  to  assist  the  Agi'icultuial  Hepartment  Ivy  giving 
them  advice  on  certain  schi'mes?  You  would  have  no  objection  to 
such  a  Board? — An  officer  would  get  more  ideas  fi'om  the  Council 
through  hearing  the  various  farmers  s])eaking,  than  from  a  small 
Board,  for  the  mend)ei's  of  the  snudl  Board  could  not  voice  all  the 
opinions  they  represented  ;  they  could  only  speak  for  themselves. 

555.  But  one  of  the  functions  of  the  Council  would  ])e  to  con- 
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sider  and  report  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  on  schemes  sutjmitted 
to  them? — That  is  wliat  is  proposed  here  in  this  memorMnduin. 

556.  It  has  Ijeen  suggested  lluii  the  jn'ojjosed  Council  of  Agri 
culture  should  be  constituted  in  the  following  manner:  Each  Divi- 
sional Council  to  nominate  one  member  and  one-half  such  total 
number  of  persons  nominated  by  the  Government.  Have  you  any 
remarks  to  offer  in  regard  to  this  jiroposal? — Yes,  as  I  have  said,  I 
like  the  idea  of  a  Council  of  Agricidlure,  for  such  a  Council  would 
do  a  great  deal  of  good  by  bringing  the  Department  in  touch  with 
the  people,  but  I  do  not  like  the  method  of  nominating  il.  It  is 
suggested  that  the  Division;d  Council  shoidd  nominate  one  mem- 
ber, l)ut  I  do  not  think  Divisional  Councils  arc  l)odies  which  ..should 
nominate  representatives  of  this  nature.  We  have  existing  in  the 
Colony  now  a  large  number  of  Farmers'  Associations  of  one  sort 
and  another.  In  the  Eastern  Province  there  is  a  large  number  of 
these  Associations — in  the  West  there  are  Fruit  and  Vine-growers' 
Associations.  Tliese  are  representative  bodies  of  farmers,  and  I 
think  that  the  Council  should  be  chosen  from  these  people — really 
delegates  from  them  to  a  central  bod}'  or  Council.  I  think  that  on 
this  body  should  be  represented  every  organisation  in  the  countrJ^ 
and  it  would  discuss  agricultural  matters.  I  would  admit  every 
organisation  for  the  furtherance  of  agricultural  interests.  I  would 
include  such  organisations  as  the  Afrikander  Bond  when  they  dis- 
cuss agricultural  questions.  At  their  last  Congress  at  Stellenbosch 
they  discussed  some  purely  agricultural  questions,  and  they,  being 
a  body  that  is  representative  of  the  farmers,  should,  I  think,  be 
represented  in  the  Council  to  advise  the  Government.  Preferably 
a  body  which  elected  delegates  should  be  non-political;  hut  I  say 
rather  than  not  have  representatives  for  a  section,  let  us  take  what 
we  can  get,  if  the  organisation  is  popular  amongst  the  farmers.  I 
think  the  Council  could  be  easily  formed  on  some  such  lines  and  that 
such  a  Council  should  have  due  weight  with  the  Government.  I 
do  not  know  .what  is  contemplated  about  compensating  such  a 
bod,y.  In  America  there  are  a  large  number  of  advisory  bodies  for 
State  Departments  of  Agriculture,  and  many  exercise  control  over 
Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experimental  Stations;  and  the  mem- 
l)ers  of  nearly  every  such  advisory  body,  if  compensated  at  all,  get 
only  their  actual  expenses.  In  exceptional  cases  they  get  the  small 
sum  of  about  12s.  a  day  as  well.  I  think  myself  the  Council  should 
be  a  body  after  the  fashion  of  the  Central  Farmers'  Association 
which  now  exists  and  is  composed  of  delegates  from  the  various 
Farmers'  Associations  throughout  the  country.  I  think  the  Gov- 
ernment should  lay  down  regulations  for  the  appointment  of  the 
delegates,  and  that  one  delegate  should  represent  so  manv-  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  with  a  maximum  number  for  the  Associa- 
tion, so  that  no  one  great  Association  should  have  too  large  a  voting 
powder;  and  I  think" also  that  the  Government  should  contribute  to 
the  Secretary's  expenses  of  such  a  Council,  and  Government  might 
arrange  for  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  to  be  })resent  and  as  many 
of  the  heads  of  the  divisions  as  were  interested  in  subjects  to  be  dis- 
cussed, not  necessarily  to  take  part  or  give  opinions,  luit  to  hear 
and  observe. 

557.  We  have  not  Farmers'  Associations  all  over  the  country, 
but  only  here  and  there? — That  is  true,  and  that  is  why  we  would 
have  other  bodies  represented.  If  you  have  a  Board  nominated  b}- 
a  Divisional  Councif,  you  would  find  in  some  instances  that  they 
would  elect  from  the  party  which  predominated,  and  in  thai   way 
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it  would  be  political.  It  should  be  as  non-political  as  possible. 
Your  Farmers'  Associations  really  are  not  political.  If  certain 
sections  of  an  .dissociation's  work  are  not  political  and  where  they 
show  that  the  organisation,  in  those  respects,  is  non-political  then 
allow  them  to  be  represented. 

55S.  But  some  of  the  Farmers'  Associations  are  political ;— 1 
believe  they  are  supposed  not  to  be. 

559.  You  can  see  it  in  the  reports  of  their  meetings  ^ — Some 
agricultural  questions  involve  ])olitics,  and  it  is  very  difhcult  to 
draw  the  line. 
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Charles  P.  Loun^lmnj,  B.Sc..  farther  examined. 

5G0.  Chairman.]  Are  there  auv  additional  remarks  you  would 
like  to  make  with  regard  to  your  evidence  of  yesterday? — Yes. 
With  regard  (o  tlie  Council  of  Agriculture.  As  I  said,  I  think  the 
Council  should  consist  of  delegates  from  re])resentative  Farmers" 
Associations  and  other  t)odies  discussing  agricultural  subjects,  and 
I  thin]<  thai  such  a  Council  would  discuss  not  only  matters  sub- 
mitted to  it  by  the  Minist(>r  or  hy  the  Agricultural  Department,  lait 
uiatters  l)rought  up  by  the  farmers  themselves.  They  would  have 
a  free  han<l  in  such  discussions.  I  think  that  as  this  body  would 
l)e  acknowledged  by  the  {!overnui(>nt  as  an  advisory  body,  that  the 
C(.)vernmenl  would  make  certain  sti[)ulations  regartling  the  selec- 
tion of  delegates  and  regarding  the  ex])enses  of  this  Central  Coun- 
cil. T  do  not  know  whetluM'  my  opinion  on.  that  is  Avanted,  but  I 
tliink'  the  ex[)enses  of  the  delegates  shoiihl  be  l)orne  l)y  the  bodies 
they  rei)resent  so  as  to  have  them  quite  free  to  speak  their  opinions, 
and  to  have  the  farmers  the\-  re|)resent  directly  interested.  The 
central  body  should,  1  (liink,  be  largely  siqjported  l»y  Government. 
The  Secretary  should  l)e  an  oflicer  receiving  compensation  for  his 
services,  and  \hvvo  should  be  a  sn)a]l  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Council  !o  (h'cide  on  \\\v  matter  of  such  remuneration  and  on  the 
expendiluic  of  what  funds  the  (Jovernment  allowed.  And,  as  I 
said  yesteiday.  I  thougld  il  should  lie  an  instruction  (o  the  heads 
of  the  difl'ereid  branches  of  the  Agricultuial  De])artment  to  be  pre- 
iijcnt  al  Ihc  meetings  of  I  he  Council  lo  h(>ar  the  discussions,  though 
not  necess;ii'il\'  to  take  part  in  lluMu.  1  ihink  it  should  also  ])e  an 
insi  ruclion  for  the  .Minister  and  for  his  chief  oHice)-,  if  such  an  olllce 
is  en  alcd,  lo  be  also  pi'esent  If  sucii  a  scheme  is  accepted  it  will 
not  !)('  necessary  for  all  the  otlicers  to  !)e  preseid.  Perluips  there 
A\()ul<l  iic  some  officers  whom     il     wovdd  not  lie  necessaiv  lo  hav'^e 
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there.  Tl  shoukl  !»(•  llic  duty  of  ilie  Secretary  to  suhiiiit  lo  the 
Minister  an  aoonda  pajx'r  for  ilic  ('oii<i(ross.  Then  lli';  Minister 
could  instruct  all  the  heads  of  the  dirfcrent  l>ranclies  whose  \vork 
was  involved  in  the  discussions  of  the  Council  to  be  present.  Then 
T  think  that  there  should  be  a  provision  foi'  the  ajjpointinent  of 
Committees  of  the  Council  to  consi(h'r  in  detail  the  special  pro])o 
sitions  the  Council  wishes  brought  l)efore  the  Government,  such, 
for  instance,  as  matters  of  veld  (U'l(U'ioi-a(ion  and  iri'iuation.  'I'hese 
Committees  should  l)e  a])])oinli'd  from  anuuiosi  the  Council  mem- 
bers themselves,  those  l)eintj'  selected  who  ai'e  thought  most  com 
petent  to  consichu'  details  of  schemes  These  Committees  would 
sul)m1t  their  findings  to  the  Council,  and  they  could  l)e  discussed 
and  then  be  forwarded  to  the  Covernment.  Such  findings  would 
undoubtedly  have  much  greater  weiuhl  than  simple  resolutions. 
That  in  a  way  covers  the  work  which  is  here  assigned  to  the  sug- 
gested Board  of  Agriculturt>;  but  I  would  rather  see  Committees 
appointed  who  woidd  be  selected  from  the  meml)ers  of  the  Council 
and  who  woidd  report  back  to  the  Council. 

561.  Then  in  lU'inciple  you  are  really  in  favour  of  some 
machinery  such  as  suggested  ? — My  suggestion  is  so  utterly  differ 
ent  that  it  cannot  l)e  compared.  I  look  upon  the  Board  of  Agricul 
ture  suggested  in  the  memorandum  as  a  Governnuuit  body  with 
jiowers  of  control  over  the  Agricultunil  De[)artnumt.  Perhaps  you 
look  at  it  in  a  different  light.  If  there  be  any  Boai'ds,  I  say  let 
them  be  only  small  Ijodies  of,  say.  five  meml)ers  or  so  appointed  by 
the  Council,  to  discuss  in  tletail  proposals  for  submission  to  the 
Government.  These  Boards  could  ask  and  obtain  the  services  of 
the  officer  in  charge  of  aiiy  })articular  branch  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  concerned,  to  assist  them  in  their  deliberations. 

562.  Chairman. ^\  You  a|)prove  of  a  go-between  between  the 
farmers  and  the  Government  I — Yes.  I  would  api)rove  of  an 
elaboration  of  the  present  Central  Farmers'  Association  made  more 
representative  of  the  people  and  given  some  official  recognition. 

562.  n/r.  Abra/iai/isoii.]  You  know  that  the  Farmers'  Associations 
have  their  delegates  to  the  Farmers'  Congress  at  the  present  time? 
-Yes. 

56;].  Do  you  Icnow  in  how  far  the  resolutions  of  these  delegates 
when  assembled  in  Congress  are  taken  up  li\'  the  Government? — 
At  present  these  l)odies  confine  themselves  to  submitting  res(»lu 
tions,  and  there  are  usually  too  many  of  these  to  have  them  all 
seriously  considered  Ijy  the  Government  and  most  are  too  loosely 
framed.  Tast  year  there  was  a  step  in  advance — there  was  a  reso 
lution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  go  to  Cape  Town  during  the 
session  of  Parliament  and  impress  upon  the  Government  and  Par- 
lianumt  the  necessity  of  certain  resolutions  passed  at  the  Congress. 
It  would  have  been  of  assistance,  I  think.  I  look  ui)on  it,  however, 
that  the  Minister  for  Agriculture,  with  officers  who  would  corre- 
tjiond  to  the  present  Under  Secretary  and  the  heads  of  the 
different  divis-ions  in  the  Department,  should  attend  the  Council 
to  listen  to  the  discussions,  and  thereby  learn  direct  from  the  far- 
mers' delegates  the  urgency  of  matters  discussed. 

56-i.  So  far  as  you  know  you  think  that  no  practical  result  fol 
lows  any  resolutions  passed  at  this  Congress  either  of  the  Horti- 
cultural Board  or  of  the  Farmers'  Associations,  and  that  they  are 
consequently  useless? — That  is  a  difficult  question  to  answer, 
because  most  resolutions  are  on  subjects  which  have  i)een  discussed 
in  Govei'nment  circles  and  out  of  Government  circle-^  and  the  reso- 
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lutions  are  voicing  the  opinions  of  the  farmers.  With  regard  to  the 
Horticaltiiral  Board,  a  good  niany  of  the  resohitions  which  emanate 
from  them  are  resolutions  on  matters  which  I  take  to  the  Board 
with  a  view  of  getting  their  support  so  as  to  bring  pressure  on  the 
Government  from  tlieni  as  A\ell  as  from  my  own  office. 

565.  Has  the  Agricultural  Department,  in  your  opinion,  com- 
plied with  any  of  these  re.solutions  which  have  emanated  partly 
from  vou  and  from  the  Agricultural  Associations  themselves? — I 
have  been  disa])i)ointed  in  many  of  them.  It  is  extremely  difficult 
to  get  the  farmers  of  this  country  to  concentrate  their  resolutions. 
The  resolutions  of  one  body  differ  from  another.  There  is  one  Hor- 
ticultural Board  in  tlie  Eastern  Province  and  another  in  the 
Western  Province,  and  it  is  difficult  to  get  them  to  pass  similar 
resolutions. 

5G6.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  pastoral  districts  of  the 
Colony? — Yes,  by  travelling  through  them  on  special  investiga- 
tions. 

567.  I  see  a  circular  has  been  issued  within  the  last  few  days 
by,  I  think,  the  Director  of  Irrigation,  but  it  comes  from  the  Public 
Works  Department,  with  regard  to  damage  done  to  soil  by  sluits? 
—  I  read  about  it  in  the  "  Agricultural  Journal  "  and  also  in  a  news- 
pa  ])er. 

568.  In  this  circular  it  is  stated  that  this  notice  is  issued 
because  of  certain  resolutions  taken  at  the  Farmers'  Congress.  It 
is  not  intended  as  far  as  I  know,  or  do  you  think  it  is  intended  to 
take  any  further  action  besides  just  issuing  this  circular? — The 
Director  of  Irrigation  is  an  officer  of  another  department,  and  I  do 
not  know  what  his  ultimate  objects  are,  but  he  evidently  thinks 
action  necessary,  and  he  wishes  to  inform  himself  and  get  public 
opinion  on  these  matters  so  as  to  l)ring  them  to  a  head. 

569.  As  far  as  one  can  see  here  it  is  not  intended  that  Govern- 
ment is  going  to  give  any  assistance  further  than  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  farmers  to  it  so  as  to  induce  them  to  do  something  them- 
selves?— I  do  not  think  you  can  read  that  into  it.  The  very  last 
sentence  in  the  circular  is  a  request  for  information  from  practical 
men  on  how  tliey  thiidx  the  Government  can  assist.  If  anything  is 
to  be  read  into  that  it  is  that  if  there  can  be  any  practical  sugges- 
tion for  Goveiiinient  action  he  would  like  to  have  it. 

570.  In  a  matter  of  this  kind  do  not  you  think  that  a  Board  of 
practical  farmers  as  suggested  in  the  circular  of  instructions  issued 
to  the  Commission,  would  !)e  able  to  deal  with  it  better  than  with 
the  e.xistinu  machinery!' — Yes,  t'xce])t  that  a  Board  constituted  as 
III  is  one  is  with  representatives  from  all  tlic  electoral  provinces,  its 
nicinlxus  would  have  no  more  practical  Ivuowlcdge  than  perhaps 
th;'  heads  of  the  branches  repri'senting  all  classes  of  agricultural 
WDils :  l)ul  if  it  was  a  small  Board  appointed  out  of  this  Council  then 
you  might  get  something  pi'actical  out  of  il,  and  that  is  why  I  pro- 
posed (hat  provision  be  made  for  the  formation  of  commillpes  out 
of  this  Council  to  consider  the  details  of  the  schemes  brought  up  for 
discussion. 

571.  Do  not  y(.)u  tliink  tint  practical  farnieis  would  know  more 
al)out  these  matters  with  which  they  come  in  daily  contact  and 
whuh  oi'cur  on  their  own  pi'o])erty  ? — I  should  like  lo  point  out  that 
if  one  attends  a  congress  of  farmers  in  this  country  he  is  struck 
with  the  lack  of  sympathv  between  the  fanners.  Those  living  in 
the  Eastern  Province  and  in  (lie  South-West(M-n  Districts  are  a])t  to 
say  "bosh"  to  any  proposals     made     for     (lie  beiK^d  o\'  \ho  Karoo 
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farmors.  Tho  mombcvs  of  a  lai-oc  ocneral  committee  miylit  not 
(leal  as  seriously  with  matlei's  hrouoht  forward  as  those  matters 
deserve  and  as  they  would  l)e  considered  bv  a  small  committee  of 
men  specially  interested  in  them 

572.  Ckairmdn.']  Then  we  must  come  to  tiie  coiiclusicjn  tliat  you 
consider  a  small  local  Board  with  the  interests  of  the  district  at 
heart  would  answer  the  pur))ose  better  than  any  other?— You  must 
bring  nuitters  to  a  focus.  If  there  are  matters  of  special  importance 
to  one  section  of  the  country  only  they  would  be  referred  to  a  small 
committee  to  thoroughly  discuss  in"  detail,  and  that  committee, 
thi'ouoh  the  Council  as  a  whole,  would  bring-  pressare  on  the  Minis- 
ter, and  the  Minister  would  l)e  there  to  hear  the  full  discussions. 

573.  Mr.  Riihiilge?^  With  regard  to  the  plan  that  was  put  before 
you  yesterday  of  electing  Councils  in  every  district,  do  you  not 
think  you  would  get  the  wants  of  the  districts  properly  voiced 
through  these  Councils?— No,  I  think  not.  We  have  a  Horticul- 
tural Board  here  with  two  members  from  each  district  and  I  do  not 
think  they  always  voice  the  opinions  of  all  the  people  they 
represent. 

574.  Do  not  you  think  the  people  who  are  elected  in  a  certain 
district  should  see  that  the  wants  of  that  district  are  brought  for- 
ward and  that  these  reiu'esentative  men  would  be  the  proper  body 
to  get  advice?— They  should  luring  their  wants  to  the  notice  of  the 
Council,  that  is  why  T  said  let  them  be  delegates  from  Farmers' 
Associations. 

575.  I  agree  with  you  in  that  in  jirinciple,  l)ut  the  misfortune  is 
we  have  no  Farmers'  Associations  in  several  districts.  Do  you  con- 
sider that  there  are  sutficient  Farmers'  Associations  and  Agricul- 
tural Societies  throughout  the  countiy  to  warrant  this  Commission 
recommending  that  these  matters  be  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
these  bodies? — I  do.  There  may  not  be  at  present,  but  if  you 
arrange  matters  so  that  these  Associations  are  going  to  do  some 
good  by  their  resolutions  to  Government,  I  think  you  would  get 
representative  bodies  formed.  If  you  had  the  rei)resentatives  on  the 
Council  elected  from  the  people  who  took  so  little  interest  in  the 
matter  that  they  would  not  join  a  Farmers'  or  other  Association 
discussing  agricultural  matters,  I  do  not  think  they  would  be  of 
much  service.  As  T  said  yesterday,  T  think  the  Government  should 
be  most  liberal  in  deciding  what  organisations  might  be  repre- 
sented. Even  a  political  body  discussing  agriculture  might  be 
allowed  to  send  delegates. 

576.  Do  not  you  think  when  you  suggest  that  only  Agricultural 
Societies  and  Farmers'  Associations  should  have  the  right  to  send 
delegates  that  it  would  be  a  very  one-sided  matter?  Do  not  you 
think  if  it  were  thrown  open  to  farmers  generally  it  would  be  the 
means  of  educating  the  people  and  making  them  take  a  keener 
interest  in  agricultural  matters? — I  believe  if  you  had  a  body 
elected  like  that  you  would  get  men  with  only  a  su[)erficial  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  they  discussed. 

577.  Taking  it  for  granted  that  we  ado]ii  that  method  of  allow- 
ing only  Farmers'  Associations  and  Agricultural  Societies  to  nomi- 
nate the  members  of  the  Council,  do  you  thinlc  that  we  would  get 
proper  representation  of  our  wants? — I  do. 

578.  In  that  case  how  would  you  proceed  to  elect  your  Council  ? 
— The  Council  would  be  delegates  from  the  different  organisations. 

579.  What  would  you  do  further  with  the  Council?— It  would 
meet  once  a  year  to  discuss  matters  brought  before  it  by  the  dele- 
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gates,  that  is  matters  siiQ-^ested  by  the  various  Associations,  and 
also  matters  referred  to  it  by  the  Government.  It  shouhl  be  well 
organised,  so  that  the  agenda  paper  can  be  considered  by  a  small 
Committee,  and  subjects  sorted  out  and  the  resolutions  kept  as 
terse  as  possible  for  submission  to  the  Government.  As  I  have  out- 
lined you  would  have  the  heads  of  the  different  branches  of  the  De- 
partment there  as  well  as  the  Minister  and  the  subordinate  head  of 
the  Agricultural  Department  to  hear  the  discussions  and  to  be  im- 
pressed or  otherwise  by  the  suggestions  brought  forward.  You 
Avould  thus  hear  the  needs  of  the  various  districts  all  voiced. 

580.  Then  your  idea  is  that  the  Council  would  elect  a  small  ad- 
visory Committee  from  amongst  its  members? — I  did  not  say  one 
Committee.  I  said  they  could  elect  Committees  amongst  them- 
selves for  certain  purposes.  If  there  wei*e,  for  instance,  a  question 
of  sluits,  it  would  be  discussed  in  Congress,  and  you  Avould  have 
the  opinion  of  many  people.  Then  they  might  elect  five  particu- 
larly well  informed  on  the  sul)ject  to  consider  the  proposition,  and 
try  to  elaborate  some  scheme  to  lay  before  the  Government. 

581.  Would  that  scheme  be  submitted  again  to  the  Council  for 
approval,  or  would  it  be  sent  direct  to  the  Government  ?^-It  must 
go  back  to  the  Council  to  gets  its  support  or  other\viRe,  but  it  would 
be  a  definite  scheme. 

582.  Would  that  not  delay  the  matter  for  a  whole  vear? — Not 
necessarily.  I  look  upon  it  that  these  Committees  would  be  respon- 
sible to  the  Council,  and  that  their  real  ol)ject  would  be  to  get  the 
resolutions  in  a  form  in  which  the  Government  Avould  properly  in- 
terpret them.  Now  you  have  general  resolutions  forwarded  to  the 
Government  concerning  all  kinds  of  matters,  and  almost  anv  inter- 
pretation can  be  placed  on  many  of  them.  There  were  eight  or  ten 
of  them  passed  at  the  Eastern  Province  Horticultural  Congress  two 
or  three  weeks  ago,  and  I  really  cannot  interpret  from  many  of 
them  what  the  Board  really  desires,  as  they  are  so  loosely  worded. 
These  Committees  would  assist,  I  think,  in  bringiuGr  matters  to  a 
focus.  If  possible  they  could  act  in  the  few  days  during  which 
the  Congress  was  sitting.  They  could  do  as  similar  Committees 
did  at  the  Stud  Book  Conference  at  Cradock  a  few  months  back. 
These  formulated  schemes  for  classifving  different  kinds  of  stock 
and  their  reports  were  drawn  up  and  adopted  at  the  one  Confer- 
ence. 

581).  What  I  want  to  know  from  you  is,  do  not  you  think  that  if 
the  Council  met,  and  the  Committees  l)rought  in  their  reports,  that  if 
an  Advisory  Board  is  appointed  from  that  Council  on  the  lines  laid 
down  in  the  suggestions  made  in  the  instructions  issued  to  the  Com- 
mission, thai  that  Advisory  Board  would  be  a  great  help  to  the 
Government? — No,  I  do  not  think  so,  though  it  would  ta]<e  a  great 
many  words  to  explain  my  reason,  but  in  general  you  would  get 
tliern  from  the  context  of  my  remarks  yesterday  on  such  a  body. 

584.  Mr.  Givbn-Tjewis?\  You  say  this  Council  should  only  meet 
once  a  year? — I  do  not  think  it  practicable  to  meet  oftener,  as  you 
are  bringing  men  over  long  distances,  and  practical  farmers  cannot 
get  awav  from  iheiv  farms  to  spend  a  week  or  fourteen  days  too 
frequently. 

585.  Apart  from  that  difricultv,  would  it  1)e  advantageous  to 
the  Department  that  this  Council  should  meet  oftener  than  once  a 
vear? — I  am  not  at  all  certain.  Once  a  year  covers  Parliamenfarv 
Sessions,  and  that,  T  think',  is  the  chief  point.  You  would  ha\'e  one 
between  ever\'  meeting  of  rarlianicii(, 
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586.  You  would  not  ))e  anxious  to  see  them  meet  more  than 
once  a  year?— No,  I  think  not.  It  would  take  up  a  good  deal  of 
time,  both  of  Government  officials  and  of  lh(^  farmers,  so  I  think 
once  a  year  would  he  siifllciently  often. 

587.  You  »aid  just  now  that  you  have  been  struck  by  the  want 
of  sympathy  shown  by  one  class  of  farmers  in  one  district  with 
those  in  another.  For  instance,  those  in  well-watered  districts  are 
out  of  sympathy,  you  say,  with  the  farmers  in  the  Karroo  districts. 
Is  that  not  an  argument  in  favour  of  having  small  local  Commit- 
tees in  different  parts  of  the  Colony,  rather  than  having  this  big 
Council? — There  is  nothing  suggested  in  the  instructions  issued  to 
the  Commission  for  small  local  Commiltees,  and  you  cannot  have 
tlu^  Minister  and  all  the  heads  of  the  various  branches  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  in  all  these  centres,  Init  you  can  bring  them 
to  a  central  Council. 

588.  The  suggestion  is  made  in  the  instructions  that  that  Coun- 
cil may  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  Board,  divide  itself  up  to 
include  the  representatives  of  each  of  the  nine  Electoral  Divisions, 
and  each  elect  from  their  own  numbers  two  members  to  form  the 
Board? — When  they  are  on  the  Board  they  are  merged.  They  are 
then  not  nine  bodies,  but  one  body. 

588a.  Would  you  be  in  favour  then  of  local  Committees  being 
elected  for  the  different  Fiscal  Divisions  in  the  Colony,  say  that  the 
landowners  in  each  Field-cornetcy  should  elect  one  or  two  mem- 
bers, that  these  should  form  themselves  into  a  local  Committee  of 
Agriculture  in  each  Fiscal  Division,  and  that  this  local  Committee 
of  Agriculture  for  each  Fiscal  Division  should  nominate  one  man 
to  serve  on  the  Council  of  Agriculture? — I  think  you  would  get 
your  work  better  done  through  delegates  from  the  people  actually 
interested — that  is,  people  w^ho  organise  Societies. 

589.  Your  local  Committee  of  Agriculture  for  each  Fiscal  Divi- 
sion w^ould  be  an  organised  body,  and  would  be  responsible  for 
looking  after  the  Agricultural  interests  in  their  own  Fiscal  Divi- 
sions, and  would  bring  forward  any  suggestions  that  would  im- 
prove the  conditions  of  their  own  people? — x\s  I  said  Ijefore,  I  think 
you  would  get  better  representation  if  you  take  the  representatives, 
or  the  delegates  of  the  people  who  have  organised  themselves,  and 
who  are  showing  their  interests  in  these  matters  by  co-operating, 
which  is  the  proper  term  for  Farmers'  Associations,  because  they  co- 
operate to  discuss  these  matters. 

590.  To  take  a  concrete  case,  supposing  that  the  different  Field- 
cornetcies  in  Gordonia  were  to  elect  eacli  two  members,  to  servr 
on  a  local  Committee  of  Agriculture  for  Gordonia,  do  you  think 
that  that  body  would  jje  of  any  assistance  to '  the  farmers  in 
the  Gordonia  district? — They  might  be,  but  I  cannot  say  that  that 
would  be  any  advantage  over  the  one  T  suggested,  and  the  latter 
would  be  a  far  simpler  way.  It  would  be  an  immensely  involved 
matter  to  elect  two  members  from  each  Field-cornetcy. 

591.  Why  is  it  involved?  You  want  to  have  a  local  Agricul- 
tural Committee  for  the  Fiscal  Division  of  Gordonia,  and  you  ask 
the  landowners  in  each  of  the  Field-cornetcies  to  elect  two  men. 
These  two  men  form  part  of  a  local  Committee  of  Agriculture  for 
Gordonia,  whose  duties  will  be  to  keep  the  Department  in  touch 
with  the  requirements  .of  the  Gordonia  District,  and  to  consider  all 
Agricultural  questions  as  atTecting  Gordonia,  and  generally,  to  be 
there  as  a  body  which  the  Department  can  consult  if  they  wish  to 
have  any  information  from  Gordonia? — I  think  the  scheme  ^^^ll 
look  well  on  j^aper,  but  utterly  fail  to  w^ork  in  practice. 
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592.  Wh}^?— You  cover  too  much  territory  and  have  too  much 
machinery  with  too  little  justification. 

593.  How  do  you  get  any  information  now  with  regard  to  the 
farming  population  of  Gordonia  ?— If  they  have  any  wishes  they 
could  lav  them  before  their  organisation. 

594." Then  vou  think  the  De])artment  is  in  touch  with  the 
farmers  in  Gordonia?— As  I  said  yesterday,  flie  touch  could  be  far 

closer. 

595.  But  how  could  Gordonia  })e  brought  into  closer  touch  by 
the  formation  of  this  Council? — Because  its  wants  would  come  to 
the  Government  through  one  l)ody.  Gordonia  is  only  one  of  per- 
haps sixty  odd  districts,  and  you  cannot  listen  to  sixty  odd  voices 
and  attend  to  them  all. 

590.  But  you  can  get  from  the  local  Committees  what  each  of 
the  seventv-five  districts  considers  would  be  best  for  its  individual 
localities?— You  would  have  each  of  these  districts  trying  to  think 
of  things  to  say,  and  passing  resolutions  which  really  entail  a  tre- 
mendous amount  of  correspondence,  waste  of  Government  station- 
ery, and  the  time  of  Government  officers. 

597.  You  consider  that  if  a  local  Agricultural  Committee  were 
formed  in  Gordonia,  that  they  would  pass  resolutions,  which  would 
l)e  sent  up  to  the  Agricultural  Department,  and  the  Department 
would  be  obliged  to  waste  stationery  in  re]:)lying? — I  do,  if  you 
manage  to  get  such  a  body  created. 

598.  "Would  not  a  body  elected  bv  the  landowners  of  the  district 
know  the  req  airements  of  its  district  far  better  than  vou  would 
here  in  Cape  Town  ? — If  you  have  anyone  in  the  district  having  any 
requirements,  let  them  be  known  through  the  Farmers'  Association 
or  Agricultural  Society.  In  the  scheme  which  I  suggested  the  Gov- 
ernment would  necessarily  stipulate  how  the  delegates  were  to  be 
elected,  and  in  that  way  would  have  a  knowledge  of  everybody 
sending  delegates:  hence,  if  the  Government  wanted  to  get  special 
information  regarding  the  wants  of  that  section,  it  would  need  only 
to  correspond  with  the  bodies  sending  those  delegates:  and,  con- 
versely, the  bodies  could  alwavs  write  to  the  Government. 

599.  What  does  the  Dej^rtment  do  in  a  case  where  there  is  no 
Agricultural  Society  or  organisation  in  existence  ? — If  a  place  has 
no  organisation,  it  doesn't  prevent  its  getting  all  the  general  bene- 
fits of  the  Department,  including  the  benefits  of  agricultural  legis- 
lation, and  if  any  farmer  writes,  he  gets  a  reply  and  the  advice  he 
asks  from  the  Department,  no  matter  who  he  is  or  where  he  lives. 

600.  Mr.  Rogei-s.']  I  thinly  it  has  l)een  stated  that  an  organised 
liodv  of  farmers  should  be  formed  in  every  district  in  Ihe  Colony 
to  elect  members  of  this  Ayricnllural  Council? — Yes. 

601.  Are  there  not  organised  bodies  in  every  district  of  the 
Cape  Colonv  at  the  present  time? — T  cannot  give  vou  the  data  of 
that. 

602.  Is  not  the  Africander  Bond  a  Farmers'  Association? — Thev 
discuss  some  agricultural  subjects,  and  for  that  reason  I  stated  thai 
T  thought  they  could  l)e  considered  as  being  eligible  to  be  rej^re 
senled  on  such  a  Council  as  is  desired. 

603.  Then  vou  favour  the  scheme  that  they  should  be  re))re- 
sented  on  this  Council? — One  would  enf)uire  carefully  into  these 
matters,  but,  as  far  as  I  know,  at  iireserit  there  is  no  reason  whv 
the  Bond  shoidd  not  be  repres(>n(ed  in  the  same  way  as  other  Agri- 
cull  ural  Associations. 

(■>04   Tlu^y  discuss  fjuestions  a]-)perliiining  to  agricultural  inter- 
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f-sts  ?— Yes,  and  it  is  for  lluil  reason  that  I  tliiiik  tliev  should  be 
represented.  As  I  said  yesterday,  I  thought  then;  should  be  cer- 
tain stipulations  in  reoard  to  delegates— as  to  the  number  of  any 
one  organisation.  80  that  if  ilu'  regulations  admitted  of  the 
League,  or  Bond,  or  other  large  bodies  representing  farmers  being 
represented,  that  they  would  not  have  too  great  a  power.  I  think 
myself  not  more  than  three  delegates  should  be  sent  from  any  one 
body. 

605.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  number  of  Farmers' 
Associations  in  the  country? — I  have  never  had  a  complete  list, 
although  I  have  often  asked  for  one,  so  that  I  am  unable  to  give 
you  that  information. 

606.  Then  you  cannot  foini  any  estimate  of  the  number  of  the 
membership  of  the  different  Farmers'  Associations? — I  think  there 
were  about  sixty  delegates  at  Graham's  Town  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Farmers'  Association  last  year.  I  think  each  organisation  which 
desired  representation  should  be  represented  at  the  expense  of  that 
organisation. 

607.  Judging  from  the  previous  history  of  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions, do  you  think  that  they  could  elect  from  their  members  men 
who  would  Ije  in  any  way  representative  of  the  varied  interests  of 
the  country  ?  That  is,  Farmers'  Associations,  as  at  present  con- 
stituted?— It  would  be  possil)le  if  the  Associations  were  extended, 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact.  Farmers'  Associations  do  not  exist  in  all 
parts  of  the  Colony.  For  instance,  in  the  districts  about  here  we 
have  bodies  which  are  not  represented  in  the  Central  Farmers' 
Association,  but  which  should  he  represented  in  a  Council  to  ad- 
vise the  Government,  our  various  Fruit-growers'  and  Vine-growers' 
Associations  and  Agricultural  Societies. 

608.  Do  you  think  that  if  you  put  a  sclieme  such  as  you  sug~ 
gest  before  the  people  of  this  Colony  that  a  Council  should  be 
elected  by  the  Farmers'  Associations,  the  people  would  take  an 
interest  in  it^  Do  you  think  that  the  benefits  that  have  been  de- 
rived from  Farmers'  Associations  are  such  as  to  get  people  to  take 
interest  in  such  a  scheme  as  this? — In  my  own  work  the  results  of 
the  Farmers'  Associations  have  had  the  greatest  influence.  For 
several  years  I  have  been  investigating  ticks,  and  that  arose  out  of 
the  meeting  of  the  Farmers'  Association  at  Kimberley.  I  was  pre- 
sent, and  was  impressed  by  the  discussion  which  took  place.  I 
took  up  the  subject  at  once,  and  have  been  working  at  it  ever  since. 
That  was  largely  the  outcome  of  a  resolution  of  the  Central  Farmers' 
vVssociation,  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  many  other  officers  have  been 
similarly  influenced. 

609.  Do  you  think  that  such  a  suggestion  as  yours  would  meet 
with  the  support  of  the  farmers  generally? — Yes,  I  do  think  so.  Of 
course,  at  first  people  might  have  doubts,  but  after  a  few  Congresses 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  Government  Officials  representing  the 
clitferent  branches  of  the  Agricultural  Department  were  present, 
and  thev  would  feel  freer  to  go  and  voice  their  requirements  and 
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610.  If  you  know  a  good  deal  about  Farmers'  Associations,  do 
you  not  think  that  the  memliers  of  present  organisations  of 
Farmers'  Associations  are  too  much  committed  to  party  politics  to 
be  the  best  l)odies  to  elect  such  a  Board  as  we  wish  to  get  it  ? — No, 
I  do  not.     It  is  impossible  to  avoid  politics  entirely. 

611.  Do  not  vou  think  that  perhaps  something  new  would  stand 
a  better  chance  "than  to  work  on  the  old  basis?— No.    This  Central 
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Board  would  not  recognise  politics  in  any  form  or  manner.  Voii 
would  have  men  on  it  from  both  parties.  j.Jh  the  la«t  Congress  at 
Graham's  Town  there  were  delegates  present  who  openly  stated 
they  were  Bondsmen,  and  who  said  that  they  would  go  back  to  the 
people  Avho  sent  them,  and  show  that  politics  were  not  a  part  of 
the  business  of  the  Congress. 

611a.  Then  you  think  there  is  every  hope  and  prospect  of  being 
able  to  get  Farmers'  Associations  to  adopt  that  organisation  of 
yours,  and  to  remove  from  it  all  politics,  and  make  it  a  purely 
Farmers'  Congress  1 — We  would  have  rej)resentatives  from  all  Asso- 
ciations or  organisations  discussing  agricultural  subjects,  and  they 
would  meet  with  certain  requirements  laid  down,  but  I  would  not 
have  politics  debarred  in  the  local  Associations  sending  delegates. 
The  Congress  would  Ije  made  up  of  delegates  from  all  bodies  dis- 
cussing agricultural  matters  regardless  of  politics. 

612.  Then,  I  understand  from  you,  that  you  favour  the  organ- 
isation of  a  general  Council  ? — Yes. 

613.  And  you  think  that  from  that  Council  might  be  appointed 
special  Committees  to  deal  with  particular  questions? — Yes. 

614.  To  whom  would  these  Committees  report? — To  the  Council. 

615.  Then  any  subject  brought  up  for  discussion  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Council  this  year  would  only  be  reported  on  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  it  is  referred  at  the  following  Congress  in  the  next 
year? — That  is  a  matter  for  arrangement.  I  said  this  Council 
w^ould  have  to  have  an  executive  Committee.  If  a  Council  decided 
on  a  certain  general  scheme,  and  there  was  no  time  to  consider 
details,  it  could  leave  the  details  to  a  Committee  of  properly  quali- 
fied delegates  to  discuss,  and  have  the  Committee  to  approach  Gov- 
ernment, or  report  to  the  executive  Committee  before  referring  it 
to  the  Government.  It  is  all  a  matter  of  organisation,  but  it  is 
not  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  to  lay  down  all  such  little  require- 
ments in  a  general  scheme. 

616.  These  special  Committees  would  in  that  case  have  to  sit 
during  the  time  that  Congress  was  not  in  session? — They  might  or 
might  not. 

617.  If  they  were  going  thoroughly  into  a  question,  do  not  you 
>hink  such  a  Committee  would  have  to  take  a  consideral^le  amount 
of  evidence? — I  look  ujion  it  .that  these  matters  would  be  discussed 
in  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  for  Agriculture,  and  his  sub- 
ordinate in  charge  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  and  that  then, 
if  a  particular  subject  appeared  of  great  importance,  the  Minister 
could  form  a  commission  of  enquiry,  either  from  delegates  or  other- 
wise. 

618.  h\  that  case  you  might  have  Commissions  on  all  these 
various  sul)jects?-  -On  those  that  justified  it. 

610.  Then  these  would  report  to  the  executive  Committee  ? 
That  would  l)e  a  matter  for  arrangement.   If  the  Minister  appointed 
a  Departmental  Commission,  it  would  report  to  him. 

620.  Do  you  think  that  if  you  had  your  Council  nominated 
by  the  Farmers'  Associations,  or  some  such  bodies  in  the  different 
places,  that  the  ])eo))le  in,  say  Gordonia,  would  take  such  an  in- 
terest in  the  matter  as  to  form  a  Farmers'  Association  for  that  i)ur- 
pose? — Perhaps  not  for  that  ])urpose  alone,  for  that  purpose  in  com- 
mon with  others. 

621.  Sui)i)0se  the  alternative  was  submitted  to  them  that  in 
some  other  way  they  could  select  men  to  represent  them  in  the 
Council  other  than   through   the   Farmers'  Associations,  which  do 


71 

yoii  Ihink  liiey  would  be  likely  to  fall  in  with  ?-~ Farmers'  Associa- 
tions. 

022.  Wlr.  Oosthuisen.]  Do  you  not  think  it  is  important  that  the 
basis  of  election  of  the  members  of  the  Council  should  be  uniform 
throughout  the  Colony' — To  a  degree;  they  would  be  delegate.-^ 
selected  under  certain  stipulations,  nothing  beyond  that. 

623.  What  1  meant  was,  do  you  not  tliink  it  is  important  that 
the  basis  of  election  throughout  the  Colony  should  be  uniform  in 
principle  in  each  district? — ^'ihey  would  necessarily  be  so. 

0:^4.  You  think  this  system  of  yours  would  lead  to  that  uni- 
formity?— Y'es,  it  is  quite  possible  and  probable  that  an  individual 
farmer,  in  the  scheme  that  I  have  in  my  mind,  would  be  repre- 
sented by  several  Associations;  for  instance,  he  might  be  a  mem- 
ber of  tile  Western  Province  Agricultural  Society,  and  of  a  Fruit- 
growers' Association,  and  in  that  case  he  woula  have  two  votes  in 
appointing  delegates. 

625.  \Vould  it  not  happen  that  large  areas  woukl  be  excluded 
Irom  any  representation  at  all  merely  from  force  of  circumstances  ? 
■ — It  is  easier  naturally  for  the  people  to  organise  Associations  in 
thickly  settled  parts,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  prevent  the  thinly 
settled  parts  from  being  represented. 

626.  Do  not  you  tliink  if  local  organisations  were  created  by 
law  that  a  certain  number  of  individuals  in  the  district  at  least 
would  take  sufficient  interest  in  it  to  take  advantage  of  the  law  in 
that  respect? — I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  advantage. 

627.  3Jr.  Oiven-Lewis.']  Would  you  limit  the  membership  of  these 
Associations  who  are  going  to  nominate  the  men  for  the  Agricul- 
tural Council  to  farmers? — No,  but  you  would  have  to  make  your 
stipulation,  so  that  the  organisation  would  be  largely  an  agricul- 
tural body.  If  you  limit  them  to  agriculturists,  you  would  exclude 
your  Farmers'  Associations  and  Agricultural  Societies. 

628.  They  are  not  composed  of  farmers  then? — They  are  chielly. 
You  have  the  same  difficulty  in  other  countries.  In  South  Australia 
many  of  their  Agricultural  Bureaux  are  made  up  largely  of  tow'iis- 
meii,  people  who  take  a  greater  interest  in  agricultural  matters  than 
the  farmers  themselves. 

629.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  You  have  spoken  of  these  Associations,  Socie- 
ties, and  other  bodies  electing  members  to  the  Council,  and  you 
say  all  these  organisations  must  have  some  characteristic  in  com- 
mon. What  characteristic  must  they  all  possess  in  order  to  elect 
representatives  to  the  Council  ? — They  should  be  recognised  by 
Government  as  bodies  discussing  or  formed  for  the  advancement  of 
agricultural  interests. 

630.  That  would  mean  the  consideration  of  all  the  different  agri- 
cultural bodies  in. the  country  according  to  their  merits? — Yes. 

631.  Then  your  delegates^  would  be  sent  by  Societies,  Associa- 
lions  and  other  bodies  approved  by  the  Government?— Yes,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Council. 

632.  Mr.  Abraham  sun. A^  I  take  it  that  it  comes  to  this,  that  you 
only  disagree  with  regard  to  the  selection  of  this  Council,  and  not 
with  the  principle  itself? — You  fix  a  stated  number  of  members.  I 
differ  from  you  in  that  it  should  be  an  elastic  body. 

633.  But  in  regard  to  the  question  of  a  Council,  you  are  in 
favour  of  that,  the  only  difference  is  that  you  are  not  at  one  with 
others,  or  with  tliat  suggested  in  our  instructions  with  regard  to 
its  election  ?— Yes,  as  I  have  said,  I  am  in  favour  of  a  Council  being 
recognised,  but  in  these  instructions  there  is  a  clause  that  the  Coun- 
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cil  report  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  in  lliat  my  scheme  does 
not  agree. 

634.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.']  At  the  Farmers'  Congress  that  was  held 
at  Graham's  Town,  I  see  that  there  were  only  nineteen  districts  re- 
presented, and  they  included  a  large  number  of  very  small  places, 
and  excluded  a  large  number  of  very  important  places.  You  say 
that  these  Congresses  are  representative  of  the  farming  community 
of  the  whole  Colony  ?-— Then  you  misunderstood  me.  J  did  not  say 
this  Council  should  be'  elected  by  the  Farmers'  Associations  at  all. 
I  said  the  central  body  would  be  on  the  lines  of  the  Centr-il 
Farmers'  Association,  as  it  would  be  representative  of  the  entire 
Colony,  because  delegates  would  come  from  bodies  everywhere. 

635.  You  admit  that  has  not  been  a  success? — ^No,  I  do  not.  In 
my  scheme  the  Government  is  to  assist  in  the  formation  of  the  body 
and  to  acknowledge  that  it  is  an  advisory  body.  The  Central  Far- 
mers' Association  is  not  recognised. 

636.  You  say  the  basis  of  that  organisation  is  to  be  the  existing 
Farmers'  Associations? — Yes  and  other  bodies.  Quite  unknown  to 
you  j)erliaps  there  are  large  numbers  of  Associations  here  about 
representing  fruit-growers  and  vine-growers,  and  there  are  also 
Agricultural  Societies,  all  of  which  would  be  represented  on  this 
Council. 

637.  Slill  the  fact  remains  that  at  the  Farmers'  Congress  held 
in  February  last  there  were  only  19  xissociations  of  the  Colony 
represented,  and  in  some  cases  more  than  one  Association  came 
from  the  same  district.  Do  you  think  these  19  Associations  can  be 
taken  as  being  representative  of  the  Colony  ? — No,  not  at  all. 

638.  I  see  also  that  the  Secretary  represented  that  they  only 
had  32  branches  in  working  order? — Yes. 

639.  Chainna?!.]  Do  you  think  that  a  Board  of  experienced 
practical  farmers  presided  over  l)y  a  professional  head  of  the 
Agricultural  Department  would  be  more  likely  to  forward  the  in- 
terests of  agriculture  than  the  present  system? — As  the  Dejiartment 
of  Agriculture  exists  at  jaresent  it  includes  Lands,  Mines  and  Agri- 
culture, and  I  think  that  we  should  have  a  department  concerning 
itself  with  agricultural  matters  purely;  then  j^ou  would  know  what 
olticers  are  concerned  with  these  matters,  and  what  expenditure, 
clerical  and  otherwise  is  being  made  for  agriculture  apart  from 
Lands  and  Mines.  To  that  extent  I  think  the  professional  and 
clerical  branches  should  be  separated.  That  is,  those  divisions 
concerning  Lands  and  Mines  should  l)e  cut  apart  from  the  })urely 
Agricultural  Department.  The  Department  should  be  under  the 
charge  of  a  Minister-  at  present  we  call  that  Minister  the  Secretary 
for  Agriculture,  and  he  lias  other  duticis  Ix^sidcs  pure  agficultre. 
Under  that  Minister  there  should  be  an  ofiicer  whose  duties  would 
in  part  be  those  now  covered  by  the  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture. 
I  think  there  should  l)e  some  head  for  the  various  branches  into 
whicli  the  Department  is  divided,  and  for  convenience  we  can  call 
him  the  professional  head  if  you  like.  The  heads  of  the  various 
branches  sh(juld  liave  direct  and  i)ractically  full  control  over  the 
work  of  their  respective  divisions.  I  think  that  to  keep  all  work- 
ing co-ordinately  together  they  should  be  presided  over  by  a  head 
who  would  come  l)etween  tliem  and  the  Minislei'..  This  head 
officer — we  might  i)erha])s  call  him  Director  of  Agriculture  sim[)ly 
as  a  term  of  convenience — woidd  l)e  always  i)resent  at  the  Council 
of  Agriculturists.  Ii(>  need  not  l)e  an  expert,  but  should  be  a  man 
of  broad  general  knowledge  and  fully  acquainted  with  the  work  of 
all  the  branches  of  which  the  Department  is  composed.     If  2J0ssil)le 
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he  slioukl  be  a  Suulli  African  willi  a  knowlctlgc  ui'  butli  languages, 
conversant  with  the  country  as  a  whole,  and  a  man  of  very  l)road 
views.  This  man  should  not  be  burdened  with  the  I'outiiie  work 
which  now  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  Under  .Secretary,  but  he  should 
have  under  him  a  Chief  Clerk  to  attend  to  the  purely  clerical  and 
routine  work  arising  in  his  Dej)artnient.  There  should  l>e  in  the 
Department  a  branch  of  accouids  presided  ovei-  by  an  Accounting 
Ofhcer,  and  in  a  way  tlien  the  Accounting  Oflicer  would  then  be  the 
head  of  a  division.  By  proper  organisation  could  Ije  secured  an 
apportionment  of  work  which  would  not  involve  the  heads  of 
branches  or  the  Under  Secretary  in  routine  clerical  work.  I  thiidv 
that  there  is  not  much  at  fault  with  the  general  scheme  of  the  De- 
partment. What  is  needed  to  increase  its  etticiency  is  not  a  Board 
of  Agriculture  to  supervise  and  control  it,  but  better  organisation 
in  details.  The  Commission  could  very  well  benefit  by  studying 
the  organisation  of  the  American  Agricultural  Department.  In 
former  years  it  had  the  same  difficulties  we  hav(>,  but  now  it  is  so 
well  organised  that  they  are  not  much  felt.  I  think  that  a  Director 
for  Agriculture  such  as  I  have  in  mind  can  be  found  here  in  the 
Colony.  There  are  not  many  men  in  the  country  who  are  htted  for 
that  particular  post,  but  I  think  there  are  a  few  such  men. 

640.  That  man  you  think  should  be  appointed  by  Government? 
— Yes,  but  I  do  not  think  he  should  be  an  officer  on  the  lixed  c>stal)- 
lishment;  his  appointment  should  be  that  in  case  he  does  not  give 
satisfaction,  the  Government  could  relieve  him. 

Allen  Gardiner  Davison,  examined. 

()4i.  Chairman..]  What  office  do  you  hold  ( — 1  am  the  (Uiief  in- 
spector of  Sheep. 

'642.  During  what  length  of  lime  have  you  held  your  office  f — 
Since  1890. 

642a.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  systems  under  whicii 
Agricultural  Departments  in  other  countries  are  worked  ?- No,  1 
have  not. 

643.  Have  you  read  the  memorandum  of  suggested  reforms  for 
the  re-organisation  of  the  Agricultural  Department? — Yes. 

644.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony.  The  duties  of  such  Council  to  be: 
(1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — I  do  not  think  my  o])ini()n 
is  worth  verv  much,  but  as  far  as  it  goes  I  should  not  be  in  favour 
of  the  constitution  of  the  Board  as  described  in  the  printed  instruc- 
tions issued  to  the  Commission. 

645.  What  are  your  reasons  for  that  t—ln  the  first  place  1  think 
it  would  be  too  cumbersome  altogether.  T  do  not  think  you  would 
get  the  working  results  through  a  Board  of  that  kind  which  you 
would  get  if  the  Board  were  smaller.  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to 
an  Advisorv  Board  Ijeing  formed,  as  it  may  have  a  good  result,  but 
the  difficulty  would  be  m  the  composition  of  the  Council  which  I 
am  afraid  would  l)e  unworkable  owing  to  the  nunibcM-  of  its 
members. 

646.  Could  you  make  any  suggestions  on  what  lines  you  think 
such  a  Council  should  lie  constituted? — I  am  afraid  I  have  not  hail 
time  to  consider  the  latter  properly,  because  I  only  returned  to  town 
on  Sundav,  and  did  not  have  any  idea  of  what  was  going  on. 
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1)47.  Vou  approve  of  such  a  Council,  but  think  it  shoukl  hO 
a  smaller  body? — Yes,  but  as  an  Advisory  lioard  only,  which  would 
bring  farmers  into  closer  touch  with  the  Minister  for  Agriculture. 

648.  Mr.  AbrahoMson.]  You  travel  a  good  deal  about  the  coun- 
try' ?— Yes. 

649.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  constitution  of  the  Central 
Farmers'  Association,  and  other  Farmers'  Associations  and  with 
tJieir  organisation  ? — Yes. 

650.  There  are  not  many  of  these  Farmers'  Associations  in  the 
country,  are  there? — No,  they  only  exist  in  the  Eastern  Province, 
and  in  some  of  the  Midland  Districts. 

651.  There  are  of  course  Associations  in  the  Western  Province 
such  as  Agricultural  Associations  more  concerned  with  fruit- 
growing and  vine-growing? — Y^es. 

652.  Do  you  think  that  these  Farmers'  Associations  are  really 
representative  of  all  clas.ses  of  farmers  in  the  country? — I  do  not 
think  so,  because  you  will  find  one  Farmers'  Association  recom- 
mending certain  matters  whilst  in  other  parts  you  find  other  bodies 
recommending  something  quite  opposite  to  them. 

653.  Do  you  think  that  supposing  a  Council  such  as  you  sug- 
gested in  the  instructions  issued  to  this  Commission  were  formed, 
that  the  election  of  that  Council  could  be  well  left  to  the  existing 
Farmers'  Associations,  and  in  that  case  do  you  think  that  it  would 
have  the  results  that  are  anticipated,  that  is,  to  bring  the  general 
farming  communitv  into  touch  with  the  Government? — There  you 
bring  politics  into  the  question.  The  Farmers'  Associations  would 
not  fall  into  line  with  the  Bond.  In  the  suggestion  to  the  Commis- 
sion it  is  stated  that  the  Council  should  consist  of  representative 
fanners  irrespective  of  politics.  I  do  not  think  that  by  carrying 
out  that  purpose  you  will  fulfil  your  object. 

654.  You  think  that  by  making  use  of  the  existing  machinery 
for  that  purpose  that  unavoidably  vou  would  introduce  i)olitics?— 
Yes. 

655.  Supposing  now  instead  of  that  you  agreed  to  the  forma- 
tion of  such  a  Council,  and  you  gave  land-owners  occupying  land 
of  a  certain  value,  and  irrespective  of  political  ideas  the  right  of 
selection  of  members  for  that  Council,  would  that  have  better 
results? — Yes,  it  might  possi))ly,  but  you  would  have  the  East 
diametrically  opposed  to  the  West. 

656.  What  we  are  driving  at  is  to  get  at  representation  which 
would  be  representation  generally  of  the  farming  community  of  the 
country  f — Yes,  that  plan  would  suit  very  well,  Init  would  be  too 
cumbrous.  You  would  require  a  small  body  to  act  as  an  Advisory 
Board. 

657.  You  think  that  smaller  bodies  throughout  the  country 
selected  in  the  way  that  we  have  named  would  answer  the  purpose 
belter  than  a  big  Council? — I  should  think  so. 

65b.  Do  you  think  that  the  Farmers'  Associations  that  exist  at 
the  present  moment  have  answered  the  purpose  of  getting  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  carrying  out 
of  resolutions  of  the  Farmers'  Congress  f     I  do  not  think  so. 

659.  Supposing  there  was  a  small  body  such  as  Ave  have  indi- 
cated in  a  former  (piestion  sch^cled  by  the  farjners,  and  thai  these 
were  to  form  an  advisory  body  to  the  Department  presided  over  by 
the  ])ermanent  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  and  whose 
fur.cliotis  would  ))(>,  for  instance,  assisting  in  the  framing  of  thr 
Agricultural  Estimates,  and  assisting  in  deciding  as  to  tb"  distri- 
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ijiitioii  uf  niouoys  voted  In'  l*ailiameiit  for  agricultural  purposeH, 
do  you  lliiiik  tliat  would  be  au  advantage,  and  would  be  a  better 
system  than  exists  at  the  present  momenta — I  do  not  think  so. 

000.  Mr.  Rnbldye.]  You  say  you  are  against  a  big  Council,  but 
you  are  in  favour  of  an  Advisory  Board.  How  would  you  propose 
to  elect  that  Advisory  Board,  and  what  machinery  would  you  put 
in  motion? — What  1  meant  to  infer  was  that  if  an  alteration  were 
to  be  made,  that  1  thought  a  small  Advisory  Board  would  be  more 
to  the  purposee  than  a  large  Board,  but  I  have  not  gone  into  the 
question,  so  1  am  unable  to  say  how  that  Advisory  Board  is  to  be 
elected. 

001.  What  do  you  think  the  functions  of  that  Advisory  Board 
should  be ;  In  what  way  would  they  be  of  assistance  f — It  would 
form  a  link  between  the  Agricultural  Department  and  the  farming 
community.  If  such  a  Board  is  formed  tlieir  advice  would  be  very 
useful  in  regard  to  irrigation  schemes  and  questions  of  fencing.  At 
the  present  time  there  is  a  great  difference  of  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  fences  for  jackals.  In  such  matters  an  Advisory  Board  could 
be  consulted. 

002.  31  r.  Owen-Lewis.]  You  approve  of  the  principle  involved 
but  you  think  that  smaller  Boards  would  be  more  satisfactory  than 
one  large  Council? — Yes;  that  is  to  say  if  any  alteration  has  to  be 
made  in  the  existing  Department. 

003.  Now  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  way  the  Council  should 
be  selected  should  be  something  on  the  following  lines: — The  land- 
owners in  each  field-cornetcy  should  elect  one  or  tw^o  representa- 
tives, that  these  for  each  fiscal  division  should  form  themselves  into 
a  local  Commutee  of  Agriculture,  and  that  this  local  Committee  of 
Agriculture  for  each  fiscal  division  should  nominate  one  member 
Avlid  would  serve  on  the  general  Council  of  Agriculture,  which 
would  select  the  Board.  Do  you  think  that  if  a  local  Committee  of 
Agriculture  for  each  fiscal  division  is  elected  that  it  woukl  be  a 
useful  body  to  give  information  in  regard  to  that  district,  and  to 
advise  the  Government  with  regard  to  the  requirements  of  their 
locality? — ^Yes,  if  you  could  get  the  farmers  to  take  sufficient  in- 
terest in  the  matter  it  would  be  of  use. 

664.  Assuming  that  the  farmers  did  take  an  interest  and  did 
elect  this  Committee,  you  think  it  would  be  a  useful  bodv  to  have? 
—Yes. 

665.  Y'ou  believe  it  would  help  to  organise  the  farmers  in  each 
district? — Yes,  anything  which  helps  the  farmers  to  amalgamate 
would  be  useful. 

005a.  Assuming  that  the  farmers  did  take  the  trouble  to  elect 
these  Committees  you  would  have  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Colony  local  Committees  of  Agriculture,  which  would  in  practice 
mean  the  existence  of  an  organisation  for  the  whole  Colony  In 
which  every  field-cornetcy  was  represented? — Y'^es,  but  I  do  not 
quite  follow  how  the  Government  is  coming  into  touch  with  these 
local  Committees. 

660.  They  would  come  into  touch  in  this  way,  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  aware  of  the  existence  of  these  local  Committees  of 
Agriculture  in  each  fiscal  division,  and  if  they  wanted  any  informa- 
tion about  any  district,  or  they  wanted  to  ascertain  the  opinion  of 
the  agricultural  community  in  that  particular  spot,  all  they  would 
have  to  do  would  be  to  communicate  with  this  Committee,  who 
would  consider  whatever  it  was  the  Government  put  before  them. 
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On  tlu'  other  hand  if  the  district  wished  anything  done,  tliis  Com- 
mittee would  meet,  and  would  communicate  Avith  the  Agricultural 
Department  stating  what  their  requirements  were.  Then  this 
local  Committee  would  meet  in  each  division,  to  nominate  one  man 
to  serve  on  this  Council  of  .agriculture  Avhich  \vould  be  a  body 
which  would  meet  once  or  twice  a  year,  and  by  that  means  the  De- 
partment would  be  in  a  position  to  get  at  the  requirements  of  each 
individual  locality  and  also  w^hen  the  meeting  of  the  Council  of 
Agriculture  took  place,  they  would  get  the  views  of  the  farming 
community  of  the  whole  Colony.' — Yes,  I  understand 

667.  Your  objection  was  that  you  thought  the  farmers  would 
not  take  sufficient  interest  in  it? — 1  feel  convinced  of  that  from  the 
experience  I  have  had  with  regard  to  the  voting  for  Scab  Inspectors. 

668.  But  if  they  did  take  the  interest,  you  think  it  would  he  a 
very  useful  organisation? — Yes. 

'^669.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  You  said  that  the  farmers  have  not  sufficient 
interest  to  elect  representatives  for  such  a  Council.  Who  does  have 
sufficient  interest  to  deserve  representation  on  such  a  Council,  a 
community  or  an  individual  ?  That  is  to  say,  is  there  any  organisa- 
lion  or  society  of  sufficient  agricultural  importance  to  justify  its 
being  represented '( — Not  that  I  know  of. 

670.  Not  Scab  Boards  l — Certainly  not. 

6/i.  Chnirman.]  Does  the  Agricultural  Department  come  into 
contact  with  the  farming  community? — No,  I  feel  that  want.  1 
have  impressed  that  idea  on  the  i)ermanent  head. 

672.  Do  not  you  think  a  local  Board  elected  by  the  local  people 
would  be  better  able  to  bring  before  the  Department  the  require- 
ments of  their  locality? — The  present  system  acts  very  well.  The 
Department  has  its  own  expert,  and  if  the  expert  is  qualified  to  hold 
his  ))osition,  the  permanent  head  ought  to  take  his  advice. 

67;).  What  do  the  experts  do  ( — Our  experts  travel  a  great  deal. 

674.  'Ihey  travel  by  the  main  roads  and  railways,  Init  do  not  go 
to  the  outlying  districts? — I  think  Dr.  Nobbs  has  been  U])  into  the 
Kalihari  Desert,  and  has  travelled  in  parts  of  the  North-west. 

675.  That  was  a  flying  visit,  he  could  not  find  out  the  wants  of 
the  farmers,  but  in  the  case  of  a  local  Board  and  the  people  know- 
ing of  its  existence,  schemes  with  regard  to  irrigation  works  could 
l)e  laid  before  them,  and  then  be  l)rought  to  the  notice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Do  not  you  think  it  would  help  to  develop  the  resoui'ces 
of  the  country? — Yes,  I  think  it  might. 

67().  Mr.  Rotjers.]  Do  you  think  the  Colony  is  j'ipe  foi'  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  Agricultural  Council,  or  Agricultural  Board,  con- 
sidiM'ing  how  s])arsely  ])o])ulated  it  is'. — You  come  to  the  ))oint  now. 
I  lia\e  always  felt  that  the  interests  of  the  luist  are  sei)arate(l  from 
liiose  of  the  West,  as  far  as  farming  matters  are  concerned.  rerha])s 
they  nnuhl  hv  ripe  for  it  in  the  East  and  the  South-west,  but  1  do 
not  tliink  they  are  in  the  North-west. 

677.  Mr.  Blaine.]  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  idea  of  the  Council  l)eing  nominated  by  Farmers"  Asso 
ciations  f— Yes,  1  said    they    would    not    be    representative    of  the 
farmers  generally. 

67S.  That  is  your  ex])ei-ience  of  Farmers'  Associations  ?-  Yes. 

679.  Are  you  in  favoui'  of  farmei's  only  having  a  say  in  the 
election  of  t  his  Council  ? — Yes. 

6S0,  H()w  do  you  think'  (he  genei'al  (axpay(>r  of  the  Colony 
w(,uld  look  upon  any  scheme  in  wliich  |)ublic  money  was  to  be  ex- 
pended on  the  advice  of  a  l)odv  consisting  solelv  of  farmers?— ^That 
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brings  you  to  another  point,  and  that  is  whether  yon  are  Ejoinr?  to 
tax  the  farmer  to  support  tlu>se  1)0(1  ies  as  is  done  in  other  countries. 
081.  So  that  your  answer  to  that  wouhl  depend  on  whal  moneys 
were  goiny  to  l)e  expended? — Yes. 

682.  Mr.  Oosf/niiscn.]  Fi'om  your  ex[)ei'ience,  which  is  ver}'  ex- 
tensive, you  think  that  if  there  existed  a  small  Board  in  each  fiscal 
division  comprised  of  landowners  and  elected  l)v  them  they  w^ould 
be  in  a  position  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  country  if  they  got 
some  financial  sup])ort  from  the  Government?  For  instance,  they 
will  be  in  a  position  to  come  into  close  touch  with  their  fellow- 
farmers  who  wish  to  get  a  loan  from  the  Government?—!  have 
already  said  I  would  recommend  that  as  an  Advisor\'  Board,  and 
even  there  you  are  in  danger  supposing  the  advice  from  your  Board 
conflicted  Avith  expert  advice,  the  Minister  would  be  placed  in  a 
dilemma. 

683.  Of  course  the  Board  would  always  be  advised  by  the  Gov- 
ernment Expert  in  difficult  questions,  but  you  think  the  district 
would  be  better  developed  if  there  were  a  body  constituted,  such 
as  1  mentioned,  to  act  as  an  Advisory  Board? — Yes. 

684.  There  is  a  difficulty  now  in  the  way  of  individual  farmers 
approaching  the  Government? — Yes. 

685.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.']  Could  you  suggest  any  remedy  in  order 
to  bring  the  farming  community  into  touch  with  the  Government? 
—•I  often  think  that  the  permanent  head  of  the  Department  should 
do  a  little  more  travelling,  ])ut,  of  course,  it  is  very  difficult  for  him 
to  leave  office. 

686.  You  have  nothing  to  suggest  as  to  how  we  are  to  benefit 
the  country  by  altering  the  existing  state  of  afTairs  in  the  Agricvd- 
tural  Department? — No,  T  think  the  Advisory  Board  I  suggested 
would. meet  that. 

687.  J/;-.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  think  that  any  sort  of  Board  of 
control  over  expenditure  of  the  Agricultural  Department  would 
serve  a  useful  purpose? — I  would  not  advise  it. 

688.  You  do  not  think  it  would  be  practicable  for  Parliament 
to  vote  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the 
agricultural  resources  of  the  country  subiect  to  the  expenditure  of 
this  money  being  left  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Control  ? — I  would 
not  recommend  that. 

6S9.  You  think  the  money  would  be  wasted? — T  do  not  say  that, 
bill  I  think  it  could  l)e  better  dealt  with  by  the  permanent  head  of 
the  Department. 

690.  Do  you  think  that  a  Board  of  Agriculture  would  be  more 
likely  to  supervise  the  expenditure  of  the  money  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment in  a  better  manner  to  help  the  farmers  than  w'ould  l)e  the  case 
if  it  were  left  entirelv  to  Parliament  to  decide  hoAv  much  was  to  be 
spent  on  each  branch  of  the  Department? — No,  my  idea  is  that  the 
money  should  be  voted  by  Parliament  and  the  distribution  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  for  Agriculture.  The  Advisory  Board 
might  help  by  giving  their  experience. 

691.  In  framing  the  Estimates,  do  vou  think  the  advice  of  such 
a  Board  would  be  useful? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

692.  Chairman.]  The  responsil)ilitv  vou  would  like  to  leave  to 
the  Minister? — Yes. 

693.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  At  present  the  Permanent  Under  Secre- 
tarv  is  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department  and  all  its  branches? 
—Yes.  . 

69-1.  Do  vou  find  that  satisfactorv?— Yes. 
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695.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  perma- 
nent head  of  the  Agricultural  Department  should  be  a  man  who 
has  a  general  knowledge  of  all  the  different  branches  into  which 
the  Department  is  divided  so  as  to  be  able  to  take  an  intelligent 
interest  in  the  control  which  he  exercises? — Yes,  I  think  it  would 
be. 

G96.  Then  such  a  permanent  head  would  have  to  be  in  full 
cliarge  and  would  have  all  the  different  branches  under  his  direc- 
tion, but  they  would  be  more  or  less  self-contained? — Yes. 

697.  Is  that  so  under  the  present  system? — I  do  not  know 
whether  the  present  permanent  head  has  had  practical  experience 
of  farming.  What  I  meant  to  imply  was  that  a  man  who  has  had 
some  agricultural  education  and  training  would  be  better  able  to 
do  the  work,  especially  as  he  would  ])e  assisted  by  expert  know- 
ledge. 

698.  Mr.  Rogers.]  You  would  favour  a  practical  man  being  at 
the  head  of  that  department? — Yes.  I  believe  in  the  Orange  River 
Colony  they  have  a  man  who  went  through  an  Agricultural  College 
career  and  has  had  a  certain  amount  of  practical  experience  in 
agriculture  and  farming  generally. 

699.  Mr.  Owen-Lewif:']  Generally  speaking  you  approve  of  re- 
forms on  the  lines  indicated? — Only  as  far  as  J  have  already  said 
that  the  Board  should  be  an  advisoiy  one  and  smaller. 

700.  What  would  you  call  a  small  Board  ? — One  with  from  five 
to  seven  members. 

701.  Do  you  think  a  Board  of  that  size  would  represent  all  the 
different  interests  in  the  Colony? — I  should  think  the  members  of 
this  Advisory  Board  would  be  instructed  by  the  men  by  whom 
they  are  nominated  as  to  the  wants  of  the  different  districts. 

702.  How  would  you  suggest  that  these  five  or  seven  should  be 
elected? — I  have  not  been  able  to  go  into  that  question. 

70;}.  uo  you  think  it  would  give  the  farmers  more  confidence 
in  the  Department  if  they  had  elected  representatives  on  an  Ad- 
visory Board? — Yes.     At  present  I  think  that  confidence  is  lacking. 

704.  And  you  think  it  would  help  to  bring  the  Department 
more  into  touch  with  the  farming  community? — Yes,  but  I  have 
already  said  I  do  not  think  the  whole  country  is  ripe  for  such  a 
Board. 

705.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  a  Board  of  that  kind 
elected  as  an  experiment  say  in  the  Eastern  and  Midland  Districts 
if  they  are  ripe  for  it? — I  think  a  trial  might  be  made  as  an  experi- 
ment. 

706.  Mr.  Orpen.]  You  said  it  was  your  experience  that  the 
farmers  would  not  take  the  troul)le  to  record  tluur  votes?- A  large 
numl)er  of  farmers  would  not  talve  the  trouble  to  vote,  and  I  can 
give  an  instance  where  English  farmers  would  not  take  the  trouble 
to  mount  theii'  horses  in  order  to  record  their  votes  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Scab  Inspectors,  because  they  knew  they  would  be  out- 
voted by  the  other  side. 

707.  Do  not  you  think  that  if  machinery  were  provided  where- 
by a  farmer  coidd  iin))ress  his  agricultural  needs  on  the  Govern- 
ment that  he  would  then     take    the    trouble    to  vote  for  that  ma 
chinery  ?    It  would  simplx'  1)('  an  ex]ieriment. 
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George  Vahler,  examined. 

708.  Chairman.']  You  are  living  in  this  Colony? — Yes,  at  present. 

709.  How  long  have  you  been  here? — Two  and  a  half  years  in 
South  Africa.  I  was  in  Durban  for  eighteen  months,  but  I  have 
travelled  all  over  South  Africa. 

710.  What  is  your  occupation?  T  am  Agricultural  Expert  for 
the  Government  of  New  South  Wales,  but  at  present  I  am  acting  as 
commercial  agent  for  South  Africa  for  my  Government. 

711.  And  your  head-quarters  are  in  Cape  Town? — Yes,  at  pre- 
sent they  are.    I  have  an  office  here. 

712.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  systems  under  which  Agri- 
culturiil  Departments  in  other  countries  are  worked?  If  so,  do  you 
consider  the  application  of  any  of  these  systems  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  farming  community  of  this  country? — My  experi- 
ence has  principally  been  with  the  State  Departments  of  Agricul- 
ture of  Australia,  and  New  South  Wales  in  particular;  there  is  one 
Department  in  each  Colony.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  am  an  English- 
man, and  received  my  early  training  in  that  country. 

713.  And  you  have  been  engaged  in  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment of  New  South  Wales?  You  are  an  officer  in  that  Department? 
— Yes,  I  have  l)een  for  fifteen  years  attached  to  the  Agricultural 
Department  at  Sydney. 

714.  Can  you  tell  us  anything  of  the  systems  in  operation  there? 
— Well,  as  a  rule,  the  Department  is  presided  over  by  a  Minister — 
a  Cabinet  Minister — and  in  most  cases  that  Minister  has  one 
Dei)artment  under  his  control,  but  sometimes  there  are  two  over 
which  he  presides.  For  instance,  my  Department  is  the  Depart- 
ment of  Mines  and  Agriculture.  Our  Department  of  Agriculture  is 
really  only  of  recent  origin,  having  been  in  existence  for  only 
about  fifteen  years,  and  we  are  now  to  a  very  great  extent  re- 
organising it.  For  instance,  only  lately  a  Bill  was  passed  through 
Parliament  separating  the  two  Departments.  It  was  decided  that 
it  was  necessary  for  the  two  Departments  of  Mines  and  Agriculture 
to  be  separate,  and  the  reason  for  that  is,  tliat  we  find  that  a  Minis- 
ter appointed  to  the  office,  who  has  little  knowledge  of  agriculture, 
gives  very  little  attention  to  that  branch  of  the  Department,  but 
gives  more  attention  to  the  mines,  and  vice  versa. 

715.  And  you  have  separated  them? — Yes. 

716.  But  does  the  Cabinet  Minister  remain  the  formal  head  of 
both  Departments? — No,  we  have  a  Minister  for  Mines  and  a  Minis- 
ter of  Agriculture  now.  We  also  expect  in  the  near  future,  now 
that  the  various  Colonies  have  been  federated,  to  establish  a  Federal 
Department  of  Agriculture.  The  Departments,  at  present,  as  a  rule, 
are  presided  over  by  an  Under  Secretary,  and,  of  course,  in  the 
same  way  as  the  Minister,  he  has  had  control  over  both  mines  and 
agriculture.  But  there  again  we  had  experienced  the  same  diffi- 
culty, as  I  mentioned  before.  We  have  had  no  difficulty  in  getting 
a  competent  man  experienced  in  either  agriculture  or  mines,  but 
we  could  never  get  an  Under  Secretary  who  combined  both — he 
wae  competent  in  either  one  Department  or  the  other.  We  are 
now  contemplating,  as  I  mentioned  befoi'e,  a  separate  Department 
for  each ;  with  a  Minister  at  the  head,  and  an  Under  Secretary', 
devoted   entirely   to   agriculture,    for   that   ])articular  Department. 
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Under  him  would  he  the  various  experts,  and  the  suggestion  now 
is  that  we  divide  the  Department  into  three  branches,  viz.:  — 
Agriculture,  Stock,  and  Forests.  Each  of  these  branches  would  be 
under  the  various  experts,  \\ho,  to  a  certain  extent,  would  be 
resiionsible  to  the  Under  Secretary.  In  the  case  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Department,  for  instance,  we  should  select  the  Agricultural 
Expert  to  take  charge,  and  under  him  would  be  the  Fruit  and  Viti- 
cullural  Expert,  the  Entomologist,  and  so  on. 

717.  Mr.  Abrahamsoii.]  All  these  would  be  under  the  Permanent 
Under  Secretary  ? — Under  the  Agricultural  Expert  first,  and  then 
these  three  heads  of  the  Agricultural,  Stock  and  Forest  Branches 
would  be  responsible  to  the  Under  Secretary.  Our  idea  all  along 
has  been  to  free  these  outside  experts  from  clerical  work,  and  to 
given  them  every  opportunity  of  coming  into  direct  contact  with 
the  farmers,  and  that  they  should  V)e  as  much  as  possible  in  the 
countr5\ 

718.  How  would  you  advise  that  the  coming  into  direct  contact 
with  the  farmers  should  be  accomplished? — I  would  advise,  speak- 
ing from  my  own  experience,  that  you  should  establish  experi- 
mental farms  in  certain  parts  of  the  Colony,  such  famis  to  he 
worked  according  to  the  different  conditions  which  exist  in  differ- 
ent iiarts.  For  instance,  probably  you  have  a  large  area  which  is 
sviital)le  for  wheat,  there  you  would  have  an  experimental  farm 
devoted  to  wheat-growing  principally,  but,  of  course,  taking  in 
other  branches  that  were  thought  suitable. 

719.  And  would  you  have  your  experts  in  charge  of  those  ex- 
perimental stations? — No,  you  would  have  a  farm  manager,  but  he 
must  be  a  very  competent  man.  He  should  be  competent,  not  only 
in  that  particular  work,  but  also  be  able  to  lecture  on  it,  and  be  in 
a  position  to  come  thoroughly  into  touch  with  the  farmers  round 
about  the  station,  and  not  only  carry  out  experiments  on  the  Gov- 
ernment farm,  but  also  on  private  farms  in  the  neighbourhood. 

720.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  Your  policy  would  be  to  bring  the  farmers  in 
touch  through  the  medium  of  your  experimental  stations? — ^Yes. 
The  experts,  who  would  be  at  head-quarters,  would  act  as  sort  of 
inspectors  over  the  experimental  farms  and  the  officers,  that  is,  of 
course,  through  the  farm  manager.  I  mean  that  should  an  officer 
Kcommend  that  a  certain  work  should  be  carried  out,  it  would  be 
referred  to  the  farm  manager,  whose  recommendation  would  be 
taken  into  consideration. 

721.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  Is  that  system  in  force  now  in  New  South 
Wales? — As  a  matter  of  fact  we  are  only  just  now  arranging  it. 

722.  What  sort  of  a  man  would  you  have  as  Under  Secretary? — 
I  shoidd  say,  in  the  first  ])lace,  he  should  be  a  really  strong 
organiser;  in  the  second,  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  depart- 
mental work;  and,  in  the  thii'd,  have  a  good  agricultural  know- 
ledge. 

723.  Those  three  things  are  essential?-  Yes,  1  tliink  so.  Our 
c.vperience  is,  that  the  Department  is  brought  into  touch  more  with 
Ihc  farmers  by  means  of  these  exi)erimenial  stations  than  by  any- 
thing else.  Rut,  of  course,  it  all  depends  upon  th(>  farm  managers, 
who  are  the  real  mediums  bctwecMi  llu'  farnuu-s  and  the  Depart- 
ment. Unfortunately,  I  am  not  al)le  to  deal  with  these  matters  as 
fully  as  I  could  wish,  for  I  have  had  very  little  time,  ])revious  to 
tb.>  meeting,  to  look  at  the  ])a])er  before  me,  and,  cons(H(uently, 
have  l)een  unable  to  look  up  matters.  I  may  say,  with  regard  to 
my  experience  in  New  Sontli  Wales,  thai    1  was  for  three  years  in 
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charge  of  the  Wagga-wagga  experimental  farm,  which,  under  my 
charge,  l)ecame  the  leading  experimental  farm  in  Australia.  From 
there,  I  was  promoted  to  the  Hawksbury  Agricultural  College, 
winch  is  the  largest  establishment  of  its  kind  in  Australia. 

724.  Was  Wagga-wagga  an  experimental  farm  for  agriculture? 
—  It  was  devoted  principally  to  wheat  and  fruit  growing,  and  to 
the  raising  of  live-stock  suitable  for  the  district. 

725.  And  did  you  come  into  touch  with  the  farmers  ? — Yes, 
through  the  experimental  stations.  When  first  the  Department 
was  established  the  farmers  were  dead  against  us,  and  the  officers 
recognised  that  l)efore  'their  work  would  be  effective  they  must  get 
thoroughly  into  touch  with  the  farmers.  We  found  it  was  useless 
talking  to  them,  we  had  to  show  them.  We  encouraged  the  farmers 
to  come  to  the  farm,  and  after  they  had  been  to  see  it,  they  became 
of  influence,  for  they  went  back  and  told  their  neighbours  that  it 
was  well  worth  a  visit,  and  no\\'  the  Farmers'  Associations  come 
periodically  to  visit  those  farms,  and  the  Government  have  given 
them  every  assistance,  in  the  way  of  providing  cheap  railway  fares 
and  a  free  luncheon  when  they  get  there. 

726.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Can  you  tell  us  in  what  ways  the  Gov- 
ernment or  Governments  assist  farmers  through  the  Agricultural 
Departments? — With  regard  to  New  South  Wales  in  practically  no 
other  wa}?^  but  through  the  Department  showing  them  what  can  be 
done,  and  the  ways  I  have  already  mentioned,  and,  of  ronrse,  in 
distributing  seeds  from  established  crops. 

727.  With  regard  to  the  class  of  farmers,  are  they  men  of  sub- 
stance?— Yes,  many  of  them  are,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  many  are 
not. 

728.  Chair  man. 1  Are  most  of  them  intelligent  men? — Yes. 

729.  3Ir.  Owen-Lrwis.]  What  is  the  average  size  of  the  farms? — 
Well,  it  depends  very  much  upon  the  districts.  For  instance,  in 
the  Goast-al  districts  the  farms  would  not  average  more  than  about 
100  acres,  but  further  inland  they  would  be  very  much  larger.  It 
depends  also  on  the  rainfall. 

730.  They  live  more  closelv  than  what  we  do  in  this  country? 
— Yes,  especially  in  the  coastal  parts. 

731.  But  in  these  places  where  you  have  the  experimental 
stations  thev  live  more  closely? — Not  necessarily  so.  It  all  depends 
upon  the  district.  For  instance,  in  the  Richmond  River  district, 
wo  have  a  farm  which  is  onlv  of  200  acres.  That  is  a  district  with 
a  good  rainfall.  But  the  Wagga-wagga  farm  comprises  3,500  acres, 
simply  because  it  lies  out  in  a  much  drier  district,  and  we  recognise 
that  a  farmer  would  require  a  much  larger  area  in  order  to  make 
a  living,  and  the  experiments  therefore  occupy  much  larger  areas. 

732.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  The  rainfall  varies  according  to  the  dis- 
tricts? Have  you  farms  in  the  diy  districts? — ^Yes.  The  rainfall 
is  20  inches  per  annum  in  the  Wagga-waega  district. 

733.  What  part  can  you  compare  with  that  here,  say  of  the 
Eastern  Province,  Midland  Province,  or  Karoo  ? — It  is  more  like 
the  iNorth-West  Province,  Malmesburv,  and  in  that  direction. 

734.  Have  you  any  districts  at  all  like  the  Karoo,  Richmond, 
Victoria  West,  and  so  on? — Yes,  our  back  countrv,  say  from  Bourke 
out  to  the  South  Australian  and  Queensland  Borders,  where  you 
wrnld  require  perhaps  10  acres  for  a  sheep. 

735.  That  is  in  vour  back  country? — Yes. 

736.  And  does  the  Government  do  much  in  those  districts  ? — 
Very  little  in  the  wav  of  irrigation. 
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737.  And  could  you  grow  anything  there  without  irrigation? — 
Ye?,  there  are  certain  plants  that  will  grow,  such  as  salt  bush  and 
native  grasses. 

738.  And  you  say  the  Government  does  not  do  much  in  those 
districts? — Not  much  in  the  way  of  irrigation,  but  we  have,  for  in- 
stance, small  experimental  farms  out  there,  and  have  sunk  artesian 
bores,  just  to  show  what  can  be  done  with  small  irrigation  plots  to 
[)roduce  fodder  to  tide  over  periods  of  drought. 

739.  And  these  bore-holes  bring  water  to  the  surface? — Yes. 

740.  To  what  depth  do  thev  go  down  '^ — That  vaiies  consider- 
ably ;  sometimes  400  to  500  feet,'  and  other  places  3,000  to  4,000  feet. 

741.  How  many  of  these  experimental  stations  are  there? — 
About  eight  or  nine. 

742.  How  far  are  these  experimental  stations  from  each  other — 
are  they  in  each  district,  or  far  away  from  each  other? — As  a  rule, 
far  away.  They  are  established  in  districts  that  vaiy  considerably 
in  every  way  from  each  other. 

743.  Are  they  used  in  any  way  as  educational  centres? — Yes, 
several  have  students  there. 

744.  They  are  what  you  might  call  farm  schools  ? — Yes,  the 
students  work  in  the  day  outside  and  attend  lectures  at  night. 
Tlien  there  is  the  Agricultural  College. 

745.  Mr.  Otven-Leivis.l  Are  the  fees  high  ? — No.  very  moderate. 

746.  Mr.  Rv'bidge^  What  do  thev  charge  for  students? — £25  per 
annum  all  found.  The  idea  is  that  the  fees  should  cover  the  cost 
of  keep,  and  the  labour  would  be  given  in  return  for  what  they 
learn. 

747.  How  long  do  they  remain  there;  is  there  anv  limit? — Yes, 
the  course  is  two  years  at  the  College  and  one  year  at  the  Farm 
Schools. 

748.  May  thev  stay  longer  ? — Yes,  for  experience  in  special 
branches  thev  often  stav  six  or  twelve  months  lonorer.  And  again 
we  have  special  short  courses  for  those  who  do  not  care  to  stay 
throucfh  a  Q-eneral  course.  Suppose,  for  instance,  a  fruit-grower 
wants  his  son  to  learn  fruit-growing  or  canning,  we  have  orchards 
on  our  exnerimental  farms  where  he  can  send  his  son  for  a  course 
vaning  from  fwo  weeks  to  six  months,  or  even  more,  for  a  small 
fee,  sav  from  10s.  6d.  up  to  10  guineas. 

749.  Yon  have  no  means,  I  suppose,  of  telling  us  at  what  cost 
to  fhe  countrv  these  things  are  run?— The  farms  that  are  in  full 
work  are  now  beginning  to  pav  expenses.  Wagga-wagga  farm, 
which  is  one  of  the  largest  in  Australia,  more  than  pavs  its  wav. 

750.  How  long  has  it  been  in  existence  ? — The  Wagga-wagga 
farm  had  been  in  existence  five  years  before  it  began  to  pay 
expenses. 

751.  Mr.  RHhidop.l  Can  you  give  us  anv  idea  as  to  how  that  farm 
is  carried  on? — Well,  we  grow  wheal  principallv.  Wo  earn-  out 
experiments  at  the  same  time,  and  sometimes  vou  will  see  perhaps 
onlv  a  single  row  of  wheat  growing  in  one  place.  Of  course,  that 
doo'^.  not  pav.  But  then  you  wnW  find  at  other  parts  plots  of  five 
or  ten  acres,  each  perhaps,  for  instance,  Avith  a  different  manner 
or  n  different  kind  of  seed.  With  carefnl  management  this  class 
of  experiment  is  made  to  pay  well. 

752.  And  the  seed  vou  can  sell? — Yes,  and  also  sell  all  the  pro- 
duce. We  pnt  our  produce  on  the  open  market  like  the  ordinarv 
farmers. 

753.  Mr.  .ihrahnrnsonl]  Yon  are  allowed  to  sell  vour  produce  with 
a  free  band— -you  are  not  tied  fo  tho  Department? — No. 
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754.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  Do  the  farmers  take  exception  to  that? — They 
(lid,  but  I  stood  out  against  them,  and  it  was  taken  up  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  eventually  Parliament  decided  that  it  was  only  right  to 
give  the  farm  managers  a  free  hand  in  that  matter. 

756.  Mr.  Rnbidge.]  Now,  I  want  to  find  out  as  to  the  staff  of  men 
you  keep  on  those  farms.  Do  the  students  do  most  of  the  work? — 
The  students  do  most  of  the  work.  They  work  in  gangs,  and 
over  every  gang  is  a  competent  man.  He  may  be  only  a  foreman 
labourer,  but  still  he  is  a  competent  man  for  the  particular  work 
they  are  engaged  upon,  and  in  that  way  you  can  make  profitable 
use  of  the  student  labour. 

756a.  Do  you  think  that  could  be  managed  in  a  country  like 
this?  Could  the  pupils  do  most  of  the  work  here  as  in  Australia? — 
Yes,  T  think  so,  and  if  they  did  they  would  ])e  better  able  to  manage 
labour  afterwards.  That  has  always  been  my  opinion.  For  in- 
stance, a  civil  engineer  has  to  serve  his  time  in  the  workshop,  and 
do  the  roughest  of  work,  so  why  should  not  the  farmer. 

757.  Now,  a  pupil  coming  there,  for  instance,  has  not  only  to 
pay  £25  a  year,  but  has  voluntarily  to  do  that  kind  of  work  with- 
out any  salary? — Yes. 

758.  3Ir.  Owen-Leivis.]  Can  you  give  the  Commission  the  number 
of*students  that  have  passed  through  a  course  at  the  Agricultural 
College? — The  students  have  reallv  to  do  a  two  vears'  course  at  the 
College  and  one  on  the  farm.  The  College  is  ]:)erfectly  distinct 
from  the  experimental  stations,  where,  however,  there  are  pupils. 
At  the  College  the  students  only  work  three  davs  a  week,  and  attend 
lectures,  demonstrations,  etc.,  for  the  other  three  days. 

759.  What  number  pass  through  the  Collese  ?— About  50  to  60 
annuallv,  and  probablv  about  the  same  number  through  the  farms. 

760.'  That  is  for  the  whole  of  New  South  Wales  ?— Yes. 

761.  Mr.  Rnbidcte.']  You  say  at  the  College  thev  have  only  three 
davs'  work,  but  on  the  farms  it  is  daily  ? — Yes,  Avith  a  lecture  at 
night. 

762.  Mr.Ahrahamson.']  I  take  it, that  the  man  who  passes  through 
the  College  would  probably  get  a  diploma  that  he  is  a  practical 
farmer  ? — Yes,  the  student  who  passes  through  the  College  course 
gets  a  diploma,  but  if  he  only  passes  through  the  Experimental 
Farm  course  he  only  gets  a  farm  certificate. 

763.  From  vour  experience,  Avould  vou  recommend  the  estab- 
lishment of  experimental  farms  in  the  Colonv  with  a  view  to 
bringing  the  Department  more  into  touch  with  the  individual 
farmers? — Yes,  T  certainlv  would. 

764.  And  you  think  these  experimental  farms  would  pay  their 
way? — Yes,  in  some  vears,  but  even  that  depends  upon  the  amount 
of  monev  put  into  them. 

765.  Tf  suflRcient  monev  is  put  into  them  thev  could  pav  their 
way  ? — Yes.  Our  idea  is  that  if  vou  start  a  farm  and  get  it  into 
proper  working  order  it  will  pav  its  wav.  That  is  to  sav,  that  the 
salo  of  the  produce  and  fees  of  the  students  will  pav  all  expenses.' 
Now,  when  at  the  College,  I  asked  the  Government  for  a  certain 
sum  to  be  placed  on  the  Estimates.  I  thought  it  a  reasonable  sum. 
and  thev  granted  it  A^nthout  question,  and  the  onlv  thing  thev 
asked  me  was  that  T  should  do  mv  level  best  for  the  fees  of 
students  and  sale  of  produce  to  pav  it  back. 

766.  Without  anv  nuestion? — Yes, 

767.  And  the  man  in  charge  of  these  experimental  stations  has 
an  absolutelv  free  hand? — He  has.  No  one  interferes  with  him,  as 
long  as  his  management  is  satisfacton-,  not  even  the  Minister. 
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768.  He  is  left  entirely  alone  ? — Yes. 

769.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Ave  these  experimental  farms  selected  from 
the  l)pst  land  in  the  country,  or  the  ordinary  land?— No,  we  take 
typical  land,  rei^resenting  a  large  area — often  an  area  containing 
some  millions  of  acres.  On  this  we  show  what  can  be  grown  by 
scientific  farming  and  the  farmers  benefit  by  watching  these  ex- 
periments. 

770.  And  after  five  years,  you  say,  these  farms  become  self- 
supjJOi'ting  ?— Yes. 

i /I.  And  what  is  the  routine  of  labour  which  these  students 
go  through  on  these  fai*ms? — To  qualify  them  for  the  practical 
carrying  on  of  farming. 

772.  Will  you  explain  the  actual  work  they  do? — Take,  for  in- 
stance the  College  farm  at  Hawksbury.  There  we  had  100  students 
divided  into  two  classes,  the  first  year  and  the  second  year,  and 
they  take  alternate  days  indoors  and  out.  So  you  have  50  students 
working  daily  on  the  farm — that  is,  half  of  the  total  number,  and 
they  would  be  divided  up  according  to  the  work  on  hand.  Per- 
haps, for  instance,  the  farm  foreman  would  take  20,  the  orchard 
manager  would  take  another  10,  the  daily  perhaps  10,  and  then  the 
remaining  10  would  he  divided  amongst  the  minor  branches,  such 
as  the  poultry  farm,  pig  farm,  etc.  At  the  College  the  whole  farm 
is  divided  into  sections,  and  in  each  section  a  set  of  books  is  kept 
for  accounts,  and  they  are  balanced  monthly,  and  the  officer  in 
charge  of  each  section  does  his  level  best  to  make  his  section  pay. 
They  are  encouraged  to  do  so. 

773.  Dr.  Nobbs.'l  When  you  say  "  encouraged,"  do  you  mean  that 
they  get  special  i^ay  for  it  ? — Yes,  they  are  paid  a  certain  salary,  and 
are  told,  that  if  they  make  their  section  a  success,  they  will  receive 
a  higher  salary. 

774.  Have  you  much  existing  land  on  these  farms  which  was 
originally  poor  ground? — The  Hawksbuiy  Agricultural  College  land 
is  vers'  poor.     It  is  simply  white  sand. 

775.  Then  you  demonstrate  to  the  pupils  how  you  can  improve 
this  land? — Yes.  I  may  say  again,  that  supposing  a  farm  manager 
comes  in  his  district  across  a  certain  piece  of  land  which  is  quite 
difterent  to  anything  he  has  on  his  farm,  he  will  often  experiment 
at  that  place  in  conjunction  with  the  local  farmers.  That  soil 
may  be  poorer  or  richer  than  the  other  soil  of  the  district,  but  in 
either  case  it  is  in  the  nature  of  an  experiment,  and  invariably  re- 
pays the  outlay.  For  instance,  at  the  Hawksbury  Agricultural 
College  the  soil  is  very  poor,  while  within  a  few  miles  there  is 
rcmarkaV)lv  rich  land.  The  College  land  is  worth  practically  no- 
thing, Avhile  this  land  is  worth  £10  to  £50  an  acre. 

776.  And  the  experimental  stations  over  the  country  Avere 
originally  poor  ground? — No,  as  T  have  already  stated,  average 
land,  tvpical  of  very  large  areas. 

777.  Mr.  Bogprs'.']  What  is  the  rainfall  there  ?-"It  varies.  One 
part  would  have  60  inches,  such  as  the  farm  at  the  Richmond  "River, 
and  others  in  the  back  countiy  only  4  inches  per  annum. 

778.  And  you  can  bring  land  with  only  4  inches  of  rainfall 
under  irrioation  ?-  Yes,  as  for  example  at  Pera  Bore,  where  we 
have  a  farm. 

779.  And  they  have  this  irrigated  farm  there? — Yes,  and  there 
's  gencrallv  a  good  sale  for  the  produce  in  the  back  countiw. 

780.  Do  thev  send  the  ])r()(bice  in  that  district  by  railway  ? — 
Most  of  the  produce  would  lie  sold  locally, 
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781.  And  this  irrigation  work,  to  worlv  this  one  farm,  how  has 
it  been  done?    By  private  enterprise,  or  was  it  performed  by  Gov 
evnment?-  Entirely  by  Government. 

782.  Wliat  distance  is  the  water  laid.'-  It  is  an  artesian  bore, 
and  ^he  tlow  is  only  sufficient  to  irrigate  a  small  area. 

783.  Then,  of  course,  the  water  is  collected  into  a  dam? — Yes. 

784.  Mr.  Blaine.}  The  system  you  have  sketched  out  to  us,  as  in 
force  in  New  South  Wales,  is  it  one  with  which  you  are  satisfied 
as  It  is,  or  do  you  think  there  might  be  an  improvement  upon  it? 
— At  present  1  can  see  very  little  to  improve  upon. 

785.  From  your  knowledge  of  this  Colony,  as  it  is  at  present, 
do  you  think  that  the  same  system  would  work  here? — Yes,  I  think 
it  would. 

786.  Mr.  (h-pen.]  Is  there  any  [)lace  in  New  South  Wales  where 
irrigation  is  carried  on  on  a  commercial  scale  from  bore-holes? — 
i\()t  on  a  very  large  scale  as  a  rule.  Simple  little  irrigation  schemes 
have  been  laid  down  by  the  squatters  for  providing  sufficient  for 
their  needs  in  times  of  drought,  but  not  on  a  larger  scale. 

787.  Really  more  or  less  on  a  small  scale  ?— Yes. 

♦  788.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  I  would  like  to  know  how  the  otlier  far- 
mers find  out  as  to  the  conditions  on  these  Experimental  Stations? 
Do  they  go  and  look  at  the  work  that  is  done  there  ?— They  go  there 
and,  of  course,  they  see  things  and  the  managers  explain  to  them. 
Every  day  you  will  see  visitors  there.  They  are  encouraged  to 
come  and  see  the  farm  and  there  is  a  competent  man  in  charge  of 
each  brcinch.  For  instance,  if  a  man  wanted  to  know  anything 
about  fruit,  he  would  go  to  the  Manager,  who  would  refer  him  to  a 
competent  man  in  that  particular  section,  and  he  would  tell  him 
what  he  wanted  to  know,  and  also  at  times  supply  him  with  trees 
and  stock  of  improved  varieties  of  fruits  for  which  he  would  pay  h 
reasonable  sum. 

789.  Do  the  Government  ever  give  loans  to  farmers  for  irriga- 
tion works? — No,  we  do  very  little  in  that  way,  especially  in  New 
South.  Wales.  The  only  thing  we  have  done  is  to  give  them  seed  at 
times  when  they  required  it  particularly. 

790.  But  none  of  these  farmers  can  expect  to  have  artesian 
wells  ? — Yes,  many  of  them  are  owned  privately.  In  New  South 
Wales  only  very  small  areas  are  under  irrigation.  In  Victoria  they 
have  larger  schemes,  and  in  South  Australia  also. 

791.  It  practically  amounts  to  this  with  regard  to  these  Experi 
mental  Stations.  The  Government  buv  the  land  and  give  it  to  a 
practical  man  who  has  to  work  it  so  as  to  make  it  pay  its  way,  and 
the  stations  are  copies  to  the  farmers?— Not  exactly  that.  In  most 
cases,  it  is  Crown  Land.  Sometimes  it  may  be  that  a  rich  property- 
owner  has  given  the  land  and  even  endowed  it.  I  hope  that  in  Cape 
Colony  we  shall  see  someone  coming  forward  with  offers  of  land 
in  this  latter  way.  With  regard  to  the  Managers  of  the  farms,  they 
are  of  course  controlled  by  the  Department,  and  are  to  a  certain 
extent  guided  in  their  work  by  the  experts. 

792.  Then  in  the  districts  where  they  have  only  4  inches  of  rain, 
to  what  do  they  confine  their  experiments? — They  have  a  bore 
there,  and  they  do  a  little  irrigation  with  that  bore.  The  experi- 
ments, without  irrigation,  are  chiefly  in  connection  with  plants 
such  as  salt  Inish  and  the  native  grasses. 

79o.  Do  Ihev  keep  stock  on  those  farms? — Yes. 

794.  And  that  is  the  best  kind  of  stock  ?— Yes.  Each  country, 
of  course,  keeps  a  different  class  of  stock— one  country  would  be 
suitable  for  one  class  and  another  countrv  for  another. 
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795.  This  stock  is  then  sold  to  ttie  farmers  if  they  find  it  suit- 
able?— Yes.  There  again  visitors  verj^  often  come  along  and  see  a 
nice  young  1)ull,  for  instance,  and  they  purchase  it.  A  great  many 
sales  are  made  to  the  visitors. 

796.  The  stock  is,  I  suppose,  selected  by  Government  experts^ 
— Yes,  and  a  great  number  of  the  stock  are  imported,  such  as  cattle, 
sheep,  pigs,  and  even  poultry. 

797.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Is  this  system  of  experimental  farming 
carried  on  in  other  Australian  colonies  as  well  as  New  South 
Wales? — Yes.  Western  Austi-alia  was  the  last  to  start  a  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  but  they  are  going  ahead  now.  It  is  carried 
on  right  throughout  Australia. 

798.  Mr.  Ab7-aha7nson.]  Are  there  any  Farmers'  Associations  in 
New  South  Wales  ? — Yes,  a  great  many. 

799.  And  are  they  in  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Department? 
— Yes,  principally  through  the  Farm  Managers. 

800.  Do  the}'  hold  periodical  meetings? — Yes.  They  visit  the 
Experimental  Farms  to  see  what  is  going  on,  and  they  invite  the 
Farm  Managers  and  experts  to  give  lectures  at  their  meetings. 

801.  Now,  if  the}'  haA'e  a  scheme  to  submit  to  the  Government, 
how  do  they  set  about  it? — They  would  write  to  the  Department  on 
the  subject,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  matter  would  be  sent 
on  to  the  Manager  of  the  Farm  for  his  opinion  and  report. 

802.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  But  in  cases  of  starting  fruit-preserving  or 
similar  ventures  in  the  district?— In  cases  of  that  kind  the  general 
plan  is  to  send  an  expert  down  to  these  people,  but  the  Government, 
othei  than  doing  that,  gives  no  assistance. 

803.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  How  does  the  Agricultural  Department 
derive  its  funds — are  they  voted  by  Parliament? — Yes. 

804.  And  is  it  in  the  nature  of  an  estimate  for  every  particular 
item,  or  do  they  get  a  lump  sum? — The  funds  are  granted  for  each 
particular  item. 

805.  Mr.  Blaine.]  How  many  students  do  you  say  have  passed 
through  the  Hawksbury  Agricultural  College? — ^From  50  to  60  per 
annum  and  about  the  same  number  through  the  Experimental 
Farms. 

806.  How  many  of  these  were  from  New  South  Wales  itself? — 
About  80  per  cent. 

807.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  With  what  success  have  you  met  in  con- 
n(!ction  with  experimental  grasses  in  that  country? — Considerable 
success,  and  it  is  a  work  we  are  taking  up  very  strongly  now,  espe- 
cially in  regard  to  native  grasses,  we  find  that  these  grasses  are  far 
superior  to  the  introduced  grasses  for  the  hot,  dry  districts.  In  the 
coastal  districts,  however,  some  few  introduced  grasses  have 
proved  exceedingly  valuable. 

808.  And  what  about  the  salt-bush? — That  grows  in  the  back 
ccuntrJ^ 

809.  Chairman.]  You  say  you  do  not  give  loans  to  the  farmers 
for  agricidtnva)  and  irrigation  ])urposes? — No;  but  in  Victoria  prin- 
cipally the  bonus  system  has  been  largely  in  use  in  connection 
with  the  export  trade. 

810.  How  do  you  a])i)]y  these  l)onuses? — In  this  way,  with  new 
export,  for  instance,  a  l)unus  of  a  certain  sum  pel'  cent,  would  be 
given  for  everything  exported  over  a  certain  amount,  and  also  £2 
an  acre  granted  for  new  varieties  of  crops. 

811.  Mr.  Owen-Leivis.]  You  say  the  Hawksbury  Agricultural 
College  is  situated  on  very  bad  land.     Now  when  the  College  was 
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was  thought  by  the  Government  that  the  place  would  be  best 
carried  out  on  poor  land,  and  another  thing  is  that  it  was  centrally 
situated. 

812.  It  was  really  intentional '. — ^Yes,  partly. 

SI'S.  How  much  is  annually  spent  by  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment in  JNew  tiouth  Wales? — i  cannot  give  exact  hgures  without 
reference  to  my  books,  but  speaking  from  memory  it  is  about 
£40,000  per  annum. 

814.  For  all  branches  'i — Yes. 

815.  What  is  the  total  revenue  of  the  Colony  i — For  the  year 
1002-1903  the  revenue  was  £11,296,069  for  New  South  Wales  alone. 

816.  That  £40,000  is  for  the  whole  Department  f — Yes,  but  you 
must  remember  that  that  is  equal  to  £80,000  here.  I  consider  that 
tiio  spending  power  of  10s.  out  there  is  equal  to  £1  here. 

817.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  Why  is  that ?— Because  everything  is  so 
dear  here.  For  example,  take  land.  Land  in  Sydney — m  the  heart 
of  Sydney  itself,  with  a  population  of  half  a  million— is  only  worth 
abcut  the  same  as  it  is  in  Cape  Town,  with  only  a  tenth  of  its  popu- 
lation.    Everything  is  dearer  here. 

818.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Have  you  any  idea  as  to  the  number  of 
farmers  who  inspect  these  Experimental  Farms? — The  Hawks- 
bury  College  would  average  about  1,000  a  month  and  the  other 
farms  run  from  300  to  500  a  month. 

819.  And  they  come  there  for  the  purpose  of  inspection? — Yes. 

820.  It  IS  not  a  sort  of  picnic  party '( — -No,  they  come  to  inspect. 

821.  They  all  come  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  stuclymg 
the  crops  and  gathering  information  'i — Y'es,  there  is  no  doubt  about 
that.  But,  of  course,  that  is  a  very  small  number  who  visit  the 
College  in  comparison  with  other  parts  of  the  world.  In  Canada, 
for  instance,  they  do  everything  they  can  to  get  them  to  come,  and, 
consequently,  they  get  something  like  20,000  visitors  a  month  at 
the  Central  College. 

822.  Chairman.]  Does  that  £40,000  incltide  the  cost  of  adminis- 
tering the  Scab  Act  i — No,  we  have  not  had  scab  for  tw^enty-five 
years,  although  the  Act  is  still  in  force. 

823.  You  still  administer  it? — There  is  a  good  income  derived 
from  it,  but  no  expenditure. 

824.  And  you  have  no  Scab  Inspectors  ? — No,  not  now.  A  good 
deal  of  the  income  of  the  Stock  Department  is  derived  from  the 
Scab  Act,  but  there  has  been  no  scab  for  twenty-five  years. 

825.  Dr.  Nobis.]  They  have  a  source  for  that  income? — Yes. 

826.  What  is  that  source? — It  is  a  tax  imposed  on  farmers 
through  the  local  Boards,  for  the  administration  of  the  Scab  Act. 

827.  Sir.  Rogers.]  You  said  that  you  have  not  had  scab  in  New 
South  Wales  for  twenty-five  years.  What  dip  did  you  use  to  stamp 
out  scab? — Well,  we  have  had  various  dips. 

828.  Which  dip  did  you  find  the  best? — I  would  not  care  to  say; 
it  would  be  too  much  in  the  nature  of  an  advertisement. 

829.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  You  mentioned  about  local  Boards  in  con- 
nection with  scab.  What  local  Boards  do  you  refer  to?— What  we 
call  our  Stock  Boards. 

830.  Are  these  Boards  elected  ? — Yes,  by  the  stock-owners  in  the 
district,  and  they  have  an  Inspector,  who  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Department. 

831 .  What  are  their  duties  ?— They  meet  and  decide  on  matters 
wTiich  come  before  them.  For  example,  if  a  disease  breaks  out  in 
the  district,  they  set  to  work  to  stamp  it  out. 
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832.  Are  they  in  touch  with  the  Department  ^— Yes,  through  the 
Inspector. 

833.  Chairman.]  They  are  elected  by  the  stock-owners?— Yes. 

834.  Mr.  Rubidcje.]  Has  each  district  an  Inspector ?— Yes. 

835.  As  to  the  size  of  the  districts,  would  they  be  smaller  than 
ours  ?— I  should  say  there  are  about  twenty-five  districts  in  New 
South  Wales. 

836.  The  Board  would  have  a  fixed  area,  1  presume '. — Yes. 

837.  Which  would  consist  of  what? — Some  millions  of  acres. 

838.  ihese  Boards  have  certain  duties  with  regard  to  disease 
of  stock  as  well  as  scab  I — Yes,  generally. 

839.  Are  they  found  to  work  satisfactorily  ?-  Yes. 

840.  Do  they  meet  and  discuss  matters  at  intervals  ( — Yes. 

841.  And  if' they  have  any  suggestions  to  make  with  regard  to 
the  improvement  of  the  district,  or  any  other  ideas,  they  pass  reso- 
lutions, I  suppose,  and  forward  them  to  the  Government? — Yes,  as 
far  as  stock  is  concerned,  but  they  do  not  deal  with  anything  else. 

842.  Mr.  Airahamson.]  Are  there  any  other  Boards  in  the  Col- 
ony besides  these  Stock  Boards?  I  mean  Boards  dealing  with  agri- 
culture f — No.  As  a  rule  any  other  matters  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Farmers'  Associations  or  Societies. 

843.  Stock-farming  would  be  the  chief  industr}-  in  those  dis- 
tricts?—Yes,  practically  nothing  else  is  carried  on  there. 

844.  And  this  Board  looks  after  the  interests  of  the  stock- 
farmers  there? — Yes. 

b45.  The  Government,  I  suppose,  looks  to  that  Board  for  infor- 
mation and  advice? — Yes. 

846.  Do  they  ever  have  a  central  meeting  of  all  the  Boards? — 
Yes,  it  is  generally  held  in  Sydney,  once  every  year. 

847.  How  do'  the  Boards  nominate  their  members  for  this 
annual  meeting?  Does  each  Board  send  its  own  representative  or 
delegate? — Yes;  and,  as  a  rule,  it  is  the  Chairman  of  each  Board. 

848.  And  they  discuss  all  matters  relating  to  live-stock? — Yes. 

849.  They  pass  resolutions,  I  suppose? — Yes. 

850.  Do  the  Government  submit  matters  to  this  Congress  for 
their  consideration? — Yes,  through  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Stock. 

851.  And  if  there  is  any  question  upon  which  the  Government 
wishes  to  get  the  voice  of  the  people,  in  regard  to  stock,  they  sub- 
mit it  to  this  Annual  Congress? — Yes. 

852.  Some  of  these  men  would  have  to  come  long  dist^ances  to 
attend  ? — Yes. 

853.  Is  tliere  much  difficulty  experienced  in  getting  Boards  to 
send  representatives  to  this  Congress? — No. 

854.  The  Congress  is  thoroughly  representative  of  the  Colony  '. 
— Yes. 

855.  Do  the  members  receive  any  remuneration  ?--No,  they 
only  get  free  railway  passes. 

856.  And  you  think  that  this  Annual  Congress  brings  Ihe  Gov- 
ernment into  "touch  witli  the  Boards  of  the  Colony? — Yes. 

857.  Who  presides  over  the  Congress  ?— Generally  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Slock,  but  sometimes  the  Minister  i)resi(les,  if  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Congress  is  a  very  important  one. 

858.  Are  the  proceedings  opeii  (o  the  j)ublic? — Yes. 

859.  And  n\v  reported  in  the  local  papers? — Yes. 

860.  Do  they  find  that  this  Congress  is  poi)ular  with  the  stock- 
owners,  and  tliat.  they  appreciate  the  advantage  of  it?— Yes,  they 
seem  to  work  very  successfully. 
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861.  And  these  Boarde  are  popular  with  the  stock-farmers  ? — 
Yes,  decidedly  so. 

862.  There  is  iio  idea  that  these  Boards  are  useless,  and  that  it 
is  not  worth  while  to  go  on  them? — No,  it  is  generally  recognised 
that  they  do  good  work. 

863.  How  long  have  they  been  in  existence? — About  forty  years. 

864.  Now,  that  there  is  no  scab,  they  deal  with  other  matters 
affecting  the  district? — Yes. 

865.  Dr.  Soobs.']  Why  have  other  branches  of  industry  riot  got 
similar  organisations  I — 1  do  not  think  it  has  been  found  necessary 
in  other  cases,  l)ut  it  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  know. 

866.  Is  it  perhaps  because  stock-farming  is  the  chief  industry? 
— Yes,  that  may  be  the  reason.  Of  course,  wool  and  meat  are  our 
cijief  products. 

867.  Mr.  Ruhidye.]  The  Boards  have  more  money  now  that  scab 
has  been  eradicated? — Yes. 

868.  Have  these  Boards  rating  powers? — Yes. 

869.  How  are  the  farmers  rated,  more  or  less? — They  are  rated 
by  the  Boards  on  their  stock.  The  rate  is  so  much  per  100  or  1,000 
of. their  stock,  as  the  case  may  be. 

8/0.  Can  you  say  about  what  the  amount  is? — No,  1  cannot  re- 
member. 

871.  It  would  be,  1  suppose,  according  to  what  they  require? — 
Yes,  accorduig  to  the  amount  of  money  they  require.  Of  course, 
there  are  other  taxes,  which  they  levy  for  the  extermination  of 
pests,  such  as  the  native  dog,  foxes,  and  so  forth. 

872.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  They  are  allowed  to  levy  taxes  on  the 
farmers  for  the  extermination  of  pests  ? — Yes,  that  is  what  it 
amounts  to. 

873.  Mr.  Orpen.]  I  should  like  to  ask  you  this.  While  the  scab 
was  still  prevalent  in  New  South  Wales,  did  the  duties  of  Stock 
Inspectors  consist  solely  in  connection  with  the  eradication  of  scab, 
or  did  they  look  after  other  matters? — Yes,  they  looked  after  all  the 
matters  generally  connected  with  the  Stock  Department. 

874.  In  a  countrj^  like  this,  do  you  think  it  would  l^e  advisable 
ihat  the  Scab  Inspectors  should  be  in  charge  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  stock  diseases,  or  only  scab?— I  think  it  would  work 
well  if  they  were.  Of  course,  you  would  require  a  much  larger 
number  of  Stock  Inspectors. 

875.  And  do  you  think  they  might  be  required  to  look  after 
agricultural  pests  as  well  ? — I  do  not  think  they  should  have 
anything  to  do  with  that. 

876.  Chairman.]  Have  you  read  the  memorandum  of  suggested 
reforms  for  the  re-organisation  of  the  Agricultural  Department  ? — 
Yes. 

877.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
ture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony.  The  duties  of  such  Council  to  be  : 
(1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests 
of  the  country;  and  (2)  To  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agri- 
culture on  schemes  submitted  to  them? — I  cannot  say  I  am.  It 
seems  too  cumbersome  for  a  young  country  like  this. 

878.  What  would  you  suggest  in  its  place  ?^A  system  on  the 
lines  I  have  outlined,  similar  to  what  we  are  adopting  in  New 
South  Wales. 

879.  That  is,  by  experimental  farms?— Y'es.  and  Boards  for  live- 
stock. 
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b80.  Mr.  Oiven-Letvis.j  But  this  Council  would  really  take  the 
place  of  those  Boards? — 1  do  not  think  the  Council  is  necessary.  I 
say  the  best  way  is  to  establish  experimental  farms,  and  get  in 
touch  with  the  farmers,  through  the  Fann  Manager. 

881.  iUr.  Ahrahamson.]  I  do  not  think  you  quite  follow.  What 
we  wish  to  knoAV  is :  would  you  be  in  favour  of  a  body  of  agricul- 
turists— practical  farmers — being  formed,  to  be  selected  by  the  land- 
owners of  certain  areas,  whose  duty  it  w^ould  be  to  consult  on  all 
questions  affecting  their  owai  agricultural  interests  ? — No,  I  am  not, 
as  I  have  said  before,  in  favour  of  it.  We  have  tried  a  similar  thing 
ill  New  South  Wales,  and  it  has  been  a  failure. 

882.  Still,  you  wduld  be  in  favour  of  it,  as  far  as  regards  live- 
stock and  diseases  in  stock? — Yes. 

883.  But  you  do  not  think  it  would  work  if  a  Board  were 
selected  by  the  farmers,  to  consist  of  practical  men,  to  bring  them 
in  touch  with  the  ^agricultural  Department,  and  be  able  to  advise 
the  Agricultural  Department  as  to  the  feeling  of  farmers  through- 
out the  country  on  various  matters  I — It  seems  to  me,  on  reading 
this  paper  before  me  through,  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  would 
to  a  certain  extent  control  the  Department,  and  I  do  not  agree  with 
that  in  any  way. 

884.  In  this  Colony  the  farmers  are  very  much  mixed  up  Avith 
tilt;  Department  in  some  matters,  for  insta.nce,  in  irrigation  ana 
other  schemes.  Now,  w^ould  it  not  be  advantageous  to  tlie  Depart- 
ment to  have  a  body  of  practical  men,  to  whom  they  could  turn 
to  examine  these  schemes  thoroughly  and  advise  the  Department? 
— Yes,  there  are  cases  in  which  tliey  might  be  used,  but  it  says  in 
(h]s  paper,  that  "  the  functions  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  should 
be  to  control  the  expenditure  of  all  moneys  provided  by  Parliament 
for  agricultural  purposes." 

885.  i'ou  don't  think  it  should  have  any  control  I — No. 

880.  Still,  you  think  there  would  be  an  advantage  in  having  an 
Advisory  Board? — Yes,  I  agree  with  that. 

88/.  Mr.  Oiven-Leivis.]  Ihe  Council  of  Agriculture,  as  outlined 
here,  is  very  much  on  the  same  lines  as  the  Congress  that  they 
have  in  New  South  Wales,  of  the  different  Boards  scattered  through- 
out the  Colony .'  This  proposed  Council,  I  take  it,  would  not  meet 
oftener  than  once  a  year  ? — But,  reading  this  scheme,  it  seems  you 
would  have  the  Council  controlling  the  wdiole  thing. 

888.  Do  you  recognise  the  value  of  having  a  meeting  every 
yeai  of  representatives  of  the  farmers? — Yes,  I  do.  I  may  mention 
that  w^e  had  a  Board  of  Experts  at  one  time  in  the  Colony,  but  it 
w-as  merely  a  Board  of  Advice.  They  were  useful  for  a  time,  but 
then  we  recognised  that  the  Department  was  in  a  position  to  carry 
on  the  Avork,  and  the  Board  was  abolished.  There  .were  times 
when  we  found  that  Board's  advice  very  useful. 

889.  And  this  Council  could  consider  questions  referred  to 
them  by  the  Department? — Yes,  the  Department  to  submit  such 
questions  as  they  think  advisable. 

890.  And  you  think  that  such  a  Council  would  be  advantageous  ? 
— Yes,  1  do,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice. 

891.  And  you  recognise  that  this  Council  would  be  looked  upon 
by  the  Government  and  officially  recognised  as  being  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  whom  they  could  look  for  advice  and  assistance? — 
Generally,  I  think  the  plan  we  adopted  is  a  good  one.  Suppose 
niatlers  crop  up  in  connection  w'ith  fruit,  for  instance,  and  we  think 
it  would  be  possible  to  hold  a  Conference  of  Fruit-growers.      Well, 
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we  send  round  to  the  various  districts  and  get  them  to  send  in 
delegates.  The  Conferenci's  arc  Jield  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, the  Minister  presides,  and  tlie  JDepartment  manages  the  Con- 
ference. 

892.  Who  appoints  Llio  delegates  '. — Well,  we  usually  ask  the 
Associations  to  appoint  their  own  delegates. 

893.  You  recognise  that  the  farmers  should  Ije  organised  for  the 
benefit  of  their  industry? — Yes,  1  do. 

894.  And  that  it  w'ould  be  a  great  advantage  if  there  was  an 
organisation  composed  of  farmers  and  elected  by  farmers  with 
whom  the  Government  could  communicate? — Yes,  1  do. 

895.  It  has  been  suggested  (hat  in  each  Field-cornetcy  the  land 
owners  should  meet  together  and  elect  representatives,  and  that 
these  representatives  for  each  fiscal  division  should  form  a  per- 
manent local  Committee  of  Agriculture  for  that  district  or  division? 
—Yes. 

896.  So  that,  if  such  an  idea  were  carried  out  in  every  Fiscal 
Division,  there  would  be  a  j)ermanent  Committee  elected  by  the 
farmers  themselves? — Yes,  1  think  that  would  be  a  good  idea. 

897.  And  it  would  be  possible  for  that  Committee  to  approach 
the  Government  if  they  had  any  complaints  to  bring  forw^ard  or 
suggestions  to  make? — Yes. 

898.  You  believe  the  establishment  of  such  Committees  would 
do  good? — Yes,  I  certainly  do. 

899.  Mr.  Blaine.]  I  understand  that  you  agree  with  the  sugges- 
tion gf  what  might  take  the  place  of  this  Council  here?  Do  you 
not  think  that  a  large  body  of  men  would  be  rather  unwieldy,  and 
that  the  best  means  of  bringing  the  Government  in  contact  with 
the  opinions  of  the  people  represented  on  that  Council  would  be  by 
having  a  sort  of  executive  committee  of  the  Council,  which  would, 
of  course,  be  a  much  smaller  Ijody  ? — Formed  from  the  whole  of  the 
Councils  ? 

900.  Yes? — No;  as  a  rule  it  would  not  work  so  well,  because  so 
many  of  these  questions  w^ould  refer  to  local  aft'airs,  and  if  referred 
to  a  Board  in  that  locality,  would  produce  better  results  than  if  re- 
ferred to  a  Board  of  the  whole  country. 

901.  That  is  not  quite  what  I  want.  You  see  in  this  country 
people  are  so  tremendously  scattered,  and  if  you  have  a  Council 
such  as  has  been  suggested,  you  cannot  possibly  get  them  together 
moi'e  than  once  a  year,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  do  even  that. 
Now,  if  that  large"  Council  were  to  select  a  smaller  number  from 
amongst  its  members,  say  an  Executive  Committee,  do  not  you 
think  that  that  w'ould  facilitate  action  between  the  Government 
and  the  people? — Yes,  in  the  same  w-ay  as  Stock  Boards  are  estab- 
hshed.  Still,  I  think  it  would  be  preferable  to  have  a  separate 
Board  for  each  district  to  which  the  Government  could  refer  in 
matters  relating  to  that  district,  rather  than  a  Board  of  farmers 
from  the  wdiole  of  the  districts  of  the  Colony. 

902.  Mr.  Or  pen.]  Is  there  any  method  provided  by  law  for 
electing  these  delegates  to  your  Council? — No. 

903.  Are  there  any  stock-owmers  Avho  take  part  in  these 
elections  at  all  who  are  practically  unrepresented  on  these  Boards? 
— No,  verv  few,  if  any. 


92 

Thursday,  loth  December,  1904. 


PRESENT : 

P.  J.  Weeber.  Esq.,  K.L.A.  (Chairman). 


Hon.  W  .  Rogers,  M.L.G. 
Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 
L  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


G.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
W.  Rubidge,  Esq..  M.L.A. 


George  Valder,  furtlier  examined. 

904.  Chairman.}  Do  you  tliink  that  a  Board  of  experienced 
practical  farmers  presided  over  by  the  professional  head  of  the 
Agricultural  Department  would  be  more  likely  to  forward  the 
interests  of  agriculture  than  the  present  system? — I  am  in  favour 
of  a  professional  head  being  appointed  and  that  a  Board  should  be 
formed  to  advise  him  l)ut  not  to  control  the  Department  in  any  way. 

905.  You  think  it  would  be  in  the  interests  of  the  farming  com- 
munity?— Yes,  but  I  would  not  say  that  that  Board  should  be  a 
permanent  one.  The  Board  may  be  formed  when  occasion  arises, 
and  when  its  task  is  completed  it  could  be  abolished. 

906.  Mr.  Blaine.]  You  would  not  in  this  Colony  confine  the 
Boards  to  Stock  Boards  only  as  is  the  case  in  New  South  Wales? — 
No.  They  are  not  really  confined  to  that  in  NeAV  South  Wales,  but 
they  are  the  only  Boards  existing. 

907.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  The  estimates  of  expenditure  for  the 
Agricultural  Department  in  this  Colony  run  into  something  like 
£350,000  a  year,  and  I  think  you  told  us  ^^esterday  that  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  of  New  South  Wales  cost  something  like 
£40,000.  Do  you  think  the  expenditure  here  excessive  I — The  De- 
partment in  New  South  Wales  is  in  a  very  different  position  because 
the  Dp])artment  here  has  also  the  administration  of  forests.  We 
have  the  foi'ests  while  here  you  are  planting,  and  that  makes  a 
great  difference.  Our  income  from  our  forests  is  greater  than  our 
expenditure,  and  we  have  a  roj^alty  on  all  timber 

908.  You  consider  that  your  Department  of  Agriculture  is  run 
on  good  lines  and  that  the  money  spent  is  necessary? — Yes.  Of 
course  as  regards  comparison  I  cannot  go  into  the  matter,  but  the 
cost  of  the  I)e])artment  here  sounds  very  large  I  mu.st  say. 

909.  Eroui  wliat  you  have  seen  of  the  country,  do  you  think 
ll)at  the  farming  community  are  getting  adequate  value  for  this 
£350,000? — That  is  a  difficult  question  to  answer,  because  I  am  not 
in  touch  with  the  fai-mers  as  much  as  I  would  like  to  be  to  answer 
a  question  of  that  kind.  My  work  is  mostly  confined  to  towns,  and 
all  my  agricultural  ('X])erience  is  picl\ed  up  at  shows.  Also  I  could 
not  make  any  comparison  without  first  going  through  the  items  of 
expendituic 

910.  1  suppose  you  can  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  forwardness 
or  backwardness  of  Ibis  country? — Y^es. 

911.  Do  you  ihiiik  it  leaves  much  to  l)e  desired? — Y''es,  com- 
pared with  other  countries.  From  my  e.\])erience  of  this  country  I 
sl.'ould  not  lake  it  to  l)e  a  first  class  agricultural  country,  as  it  has 
to  be  worked  up  very  much  more  than  countries  like  New  Zealand, 
.\risl  r;ilia,  nnd  '''anada. 
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912.  Mr.  Rocters-.]  Have  vou  travelled  in  the  Eastern  Province 
at  all?— Yes. 

913.  Chairman. \  Yon  admit  lliere  is  a  great  chance  of  its  being 
developed? — Undoubtedly.  Not  ])erhaps  as  in  Australia,  because 
there  you  have  large  areas  suital)le  for  farm  cn'ops  and  available, 
and  the  rainfall  is  more  suitable. 

914.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  How  do  you  allot  the  large  tiacls  of  land 
which  you  have  in  New  South  Wales?  Do  you  sell  or  lease  them? 
— There  are  various  ways.  Cei'tain  lands  are  thrown  open  for 
selection  and  are  allotted. 

915.  The  people  who  settle  on  the  land  gel  it  jiractically  for 
nothing? — They  pay  a  small  rental. 

916.  Chairman^]  Do  you  think  if  this  country  is  [jroperly 
developed  as  it  should  be  that  it  would  be  able  to  produce  sufhcient 
for  consumption  here,  and  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  import 
our  foodstuffs? — As  I  have  stated,  the  development  of  agriculture 
will  be  slow,  and  if  the  population  increases,  as  most  people  seem 
to  think  it  will,  then  this  will  be  an  importing  country  for  many 
years  to  come,  but  if  the  population  does  not  increase  abnormally 
and  agriculture  is  encouraged,  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not  ))ro 
duce  sufficient  for  its  own  needs. 

917.  You  think  if  this  country  is  properly  developed,  in  course 
of  time  we  might  be  able  to  produce  enough  food  for  our  own  con- 
sumption?— I  think  you  ought  to. 

918.  Mr.  Ahrahnmson.]  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Drakens- 
fcerg  Range  and  the  countries  abutting  on  it?— Yes. 

919-.  That  is  considered  to  be  rather  a  good  rain  country? — Yes. 
The  best  land  I  have  seen  is  near  the  Orange  River  in  Basuto  terri- 
tory.    1'hat  should  produce  30  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre.     I  may 
say  with  regard  to  that  question  the  trouble  seems  to  be  that  the 
people  cnnno*:  get  good  land.    Take  this  case:  A  farmer  came  here 
from  New  South  Wales  and  represented  a  capital  of  £30,000,  sub- 
scribed by  about  30  other  farmers,  and  he  wanted   if  possible  to 
settle  here.     That  is  to  say  be  and  the  men  he  represented  wished 
to  form  a  settlement  in  one  district  and  co-operate.     They  were  all 
fi^'st-class  men,  well  educated  and  trained  in  agricultural  matters 
and  the  breeding  of  stock,  as  well  as  fruit-growers.     The  man  repre- 
senting them  came  here  with  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Sir  John 
Frost,  the  then  Secretary  for  Agriculture,  and  went  to  see  him.    He 
was  well  received,  but   upon  asking  whether  there  was  any  land 
available  for  his  purpose,  Sir  John  Frost  seemed  to  l)e  quite  taken 
aback  at  the  question,    and    said    the    only  land  availal)le  was  in 
Bechuanaland.     My  friend  wished  to  know   whether  it  was  good 
land  for  agriculture  and  the  terms  at  which  it  could  be  got;  but  the 
terms  were  not  known.     That  occurred  two  vears  ago.     That  man 
then  went  to  Bloemfontein  and  saw  the  authorities  there,  l)ut  they 
sent  him  to  Pretoria.     At  Pretoria  he  saw  the  Tand  Settlement  De- 
partment, and  they  said  they  would  be  glad  to  have  him,  and  they 
went  into  the  matter  thoroughly  and  finalh   proposed  to  oftev  him 
200  acres  of  land  at  Standerton  for  each  settler  at  £4  an  acre,  i.e., 
land  not  irrigated.     This  man  inspected  the  land  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  ofl'er  was  absurd,  as  he  considered  that  it  would 
take  more  than  ten  times  the  anvi  for  a  man  to  make  a  living  on  for 
himself  and  family.       He    eventuallv     went  back  and  advised  his 
friends  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  South  Africa. 

920.  Could  you  tell  us  what  would  be  the  price  of  similar  land  to 
that  offered  at  Standerton  in  New  South  Wales?— Similar  land  in 
our  countiT  would  bring  at  most  about  5s,  an  acre. 
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921.  Mr.  Rogers.]  You  have  not  reached  £100  an  acre? — No. 
You  might  get  £50  an  acre  for  some  of  our  rich  river  lands,  but  very 
rarely. 

922.  You  wouhl  consider  that  taking  the  circumstances  of  this 
country  and  of  New  South  Wales  that  land  at  Standerton  would  be 
well  paid  at  10s.  an  acre? — Yes. 

923.  Chairman.']  Do  you  consider  that  in  the  Western  Province 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  uncultivated  land  that  could  be  cultivated? 
— I  am  a  bit  doubtful.  The  question  is  whether  suflEicient  water 
could  be  obtained.  You  would  have  to  depend  on  irrigation  to  a 
great  extent. 

924.  Mr.  .ibrahamson.]  Are  you  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
this  country  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  use  of  huge  irrigation 
works  such  as  have  been  constructed  in  India  and  Egypt? — ^From 
what  I  know  of  it  I  do  not  think  you  have  a  sufiEicient  water  supply. 

925.  But  you  think  it  will  be  a  useful  thing  for  the  farmers  to 
be  placed  in  a  position  to  have  small  irrigation  works  on  their 
farms?— Certainly.  In  such  a  country  as  I  have  described  you 
would  want  at  least  2,400  acres  to  make  a  living  out  of  it.  Even 
then  if  the  owner  can  irrigate  a  small  patch  it  gives  him  a  better 
chance  in  times  of  drought,  and  that  is  the  system  many  of  our 
farmers  are  working  on. 

926.  Do  you  think  a  similar  system  here  would  be  far  more 
suitable  than  havino-  large  irrigation  works? — Yes. 

927.  Chairman?[  You  admit  that  the  soil  up-country  is  very 
good  for  agriculture,  and  that  all  that  is  wanted  is  water? — Yes. 

928.  If  there  were  more  water  in  the  Karoo  they  would  be  able 
to  do  more  than  thev  are  doing  at  present? — Yes. 

929.  Do  vou  think  that  where  the  farmers  are  desirous  of  de- 
veloping their  farms  bv  means  of  small  irrigation  schemes,  the 
Government  should  come  to  their  assistance? — Yes,  I  do. 

930.  You  think  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  as  a 
whole? — Yes,  because  to  irrigate  in  a  countrv  like  this  you  require 
enormous  storage,  and  in  most  cases  the  farmer  is  not  in  a  position 
to  Dut  in  that  storage.  But  once  he  got  it  he  could  afford  to  pay 
Government  a  sort  of  rental  for  the  monev  advanced. 

931.  You  have  no  svstem  for  Government  aid  to  private  indi- 
vidunls  in  New  South  Wales? — No. 

932.  Do  V011  think  such  a  svstem  should  be  encouraged? — ^Yes. 

933.  How  about  the  Murray  Irrigation  Scheme? — In  that  case 
you  have  a  large  river  to  deal  with,  and  bv  putting  in  large  storage 
reservoirs  vou  are  able  to  imt  water  over  large  areas. 

934.  In  the  case  of  that  svstem  of  irrigation,  is  it  not  a  fact  that 
there  are  huge  degressions  which  lie  close  to  the  course  of  the 
stream  into  which  the  flood  Avaters  run  to  be  conserved  for  use  in 
times  of  drought? — ^Yes.  I  may  sa.v  that  many  of  these  irrigation 
schemes  are  started  bv  private  svndicates. 

935.  Mr.  Oivrn-Le7mft.]  Do  vou  think  it  would  be  much  better  if 
these  things  were  done  bv  Government? — Yes.  It  has  had  the  good 
effect  of  getting  the  Government  to  stir  in  the  matter. 

936.  T  suppose  in  all  these  cases  for  developing  the  land  vou 
consider  it  is  veiy  much  better  it  should  be  done  by  Government 
than  bv  private  svndicates? — Yes.  In  all  these  large  schemes  the 
Government  has  hnd  to  sten  in.  Take,  for  instance,  the  scheme  of 
Chaffev  Bros,  at  Mildura.  in  Victoria. 

937.  Thev  attempted  il  and  failed,  and  then  Government 
stepped  in  nnd  iivr  making  a  success  of  it?— Yes, 
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938.  Chairman.]  How  would  you  suggest  that  the  farmers 
should  be  assisted  with  regard  to  irrigation  and  boring  and  at  the 
same  time  protect  the  ratepayers  of  the  country  ?— There  is  this 
difficulty,  you  may  find  that  a  number  of  farmers" in  a  district  were 
very  much  inclined  to  combine  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  money, 
but  there  would  be  some  against  it. 

939.  What  security  would  the  Government  have  for  the  money 
they  advanced?  The  present  system  here  is  as  follows: — We  have 
nn  Irrigation  Act  and  under  it  the  Government  is  prepared  to  lend 
a  sum  to  the  value  of  two-thirds  the  value  of  the  property.  The 
farmers  do  not  avail  themselves  of  this  owing  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  so  much  red-tape  in  connection  with  it.  Could  you  suggest  any 
alternative  scheme?  How  would  it  be  if  Government  advanced 
these  people  money  and  a  certain  Board  is  formed  to  levy  a  rate 
just  high  enough  to  cover  the  interest  and  the  Sinking  Fund — the 
rate  to  be  a  first  charge  against  the  property,  and  in  a  number  of 
years  the  amount  would  be  paid  off.  What  do  you  think  of  such  a 
system? — I  think  it  is  a  system  you  must  have,  and  I  do  not  see 
how  you  can  get  away  from  it. 

940.  The  system  in  vogue  here  is  that  a  rate  is  levied  on  Dis- 
trict Boards  or  other  organisations,  but  it  has  never  j^et  been  in 
vogue  that  individuals  could  borrow  money  in  that  way.  Is  there 
any  reason  why  that  system  of  security  should  not  be  introduced  ? 
— I  do  not  think  so. 

941.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis P\  Then  Government  could  levy  a  charge 
on  the  ju'operty  which  would  cover  the  interest  and  sinking  fund 
charges' on  the  capital  expended  on  the  works? — We  have  that 
system. 

942.  Was  it  successful? — Yes,  very. 

943.  The  Government  advance  money  to  individual  farmers  to 
carry  out  reproductive  works  and  make  a  charge  on  the  property 
which  provided  for  interest  and  sinking  fund  so  that  at  the  end  of 
thirty  two  years  say  both  capital  and  interest  would  be  paid  otT  and 
the  farmer  would  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  reproductive  works? 
—Yes. 

944.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Are  your  raihvays  worked  by  the  State  for 
the  purpose  of  revenue,  or  are  they  run  for  the  development  of  the 
agricultural  interests  ? — They  are  run  for  the  benefit  of  the  country 
generally. 

945.  Then  as  long  as  the  railways  cover  the  interest  the  Gov- 
ernment is  satisfied? — Yes.  Often  they  lose  money.  Lately  we 
have  gone  through  a  very  serious  drought,  and  it  was  recognised 
that  unless  something  was  done  to  assist  the  farmers  there  would 
be  extremely  heavy  losses  of  stock.  Therefore,  a  nominal  charge 
was  made  to  convey  sheep  by  rail  to  better  areas  and  also  for  bring- 
ing produce  up  from  the  coast  ports.  About  half  a  million  was  lost 
over  that. 

946.  But  it  saved  the  State  from  bankruptcy? — Yes,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  estimate  the  enormous  benefit  which  it  was  to  the  countiy. 

947.  At  what  price  per  ton  per  mile  is  agricultural  produce 
conveyed  over  your  lines? — The  rate  varies  considerably;  but  the 
rate  on  goods  going  to  coast  ports  is  considerably  less  than  for  those 
goino-  the  other  way. 

948.  Chairman!]  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  informa- 
tion ^^^th  regard  to  the  buying  up  of  large  estates  in  New  South 
Wales  by  the  Government  and  their  sub-division  and  sale  for  agri- 
cultural purposes? — Yes,      You     can  understand  that  agriculture 
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has  developed  very  greatly  there  during  the  last  ten  years.  Years 
ago  large  estates  were  taken  up  by  private  individuals,  which  are 
now  recognised  to  be  very  suitable  for  agriculture.  As  these  estates 
come  into  the  market  the  Government  acquires  some  of  them  and 
they  are  divided  up  into  suitable  sized  farms  to  be  used  entirely 
for  agricultural  purposes. 

949.  il/r.  Orven-Leivis  ]  This    system    of    granting  loans  to  indi 
vidual  farmers  to  carry  out  reproductive  works  has  been  a  success 
in  New  South  Wales? — Undoubtedly. 

950.  The  farmers  have  paid  the  charges  on  their  property? — At 
times  they  have  been  slow  and  have  approached  their  local  mem- 
ber to  try  and  get  the  time  extended. 

951.  But  in  the  end  it  has  been  a  success  and  the  taxpayer  has 
not  suffered  in  consequence  of  these  loans  having  been  granted? — 
That  is  so. 

952.  Therefore  the  farmer  has  had  the  full  benefit  without  it 
being  a  burden  on  the  taxpayer? — Yes. 

953.  Mr.  Blaine?^  Have  you  seen  any  of  the  Government  irriga- 
tion works  in  this  country,  such  as  Van  Wyk's  Vlei,  Eooiberg  Dam 
and  the  Thebus  scheme? — I  am  sorr}-  to  say  I  have  not. 

954.  You  are  not  acquainted  at  all  with  our  laws  with  regard 
to  running  water  in  this  countrv?— No. 
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Hendrik  Wilhelm  Striiben,  examined. 

955.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  systems  under 
which  Agricultural  Departments  in  other  countries  are  worked?  If 
so,  do  vou  consider  the  application  of  any  of  these  systems  would 
be  to  the  advantage  of  the  farming  community  of  this  Colony? — I 
consider  that  any  information  we  could  get  from  countries  north 
of  the  line  is  of  very  little  value  to  us  here  from  a  purely  agricul- 
tural point  of  yievi,  but  T  think  any  information  from  countries, 
sucli  as  Australia,  that  are  similarly  situated  as  to  latitude  and 
climate  as  this  country,  that  we  can  get,  we  are  bound  to  take.  I 
have  been  through  Australia  myself,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  if 
we  get  hold  of  the  proper  information  which  the  authorities  there 
would  be  quite  prepared  to  give,  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of 
this  country.  Australia,  of  course,  being  a  British  Colony,  it  would 
apply  also  in  that  sense  that  the  laws  and  regulations  that  obtain 
there  ought  to  be  suitable  for  this  country.  Their  Irrigation 
Works,  their  Co-operative  Societies,  all  are  works  that  ought  to 
teach  us  the  wav  to  farm,  and  I  should  strongly  advocate  getting 
all  the  information  we  possibly  can  from  a  country  like  Australia, 
and,  to  a  certain  extent.  New  Zealand.  T  would  also  say  in  this 
connection  that  the  railwav  system  in  Australia  is  run  for  the 
benefit  of  agriculturists.  There  are,  T  think,  forty  seven  railwavs 
there  which  do  not  pay  a  dividend ;  but  the  people  of  Australia 
consider  that  a  lailwav  which  develops  the  countrv  is  far  belter 
than  one  which  gives  5  per  cent,  interest  to  the  revenue. 

956.  Are  they  long  distance  railwavs?— No.  The  longer  ones 
do  pay.  The  one  from  Moll)ourne  to  Svdney  ]iays  well:  but  that 
is  an  expert  question  of  railwavs  on  its  own  account.  What  T 
want  to  remark  is,  that  the  railwavs  in  Australia  are  run  for  the 
development  of  the  countrv  rather  than  for  the  purpose  of  increas- 
ing the  revenue  of  the  Government. 

957.  You  sav  we  ought  to  follow  the  systems  in  vogue  in  Anslra 
lia.    Could  vou  t.'ive  us  nnv  information  as  to  the  Australian  svs- 
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terns  ? — I  said  we  could  willi  advantage  adopt  some  of  their  sys- 
tems here,  and  (hat  we  should  ohiain  information  from  them  on 
the  subject. 

958.  Have  you  read  the  rnpnioiaiiduni  oi  suggested  reforms  for 
tile  reorganisation  of  tlie  Agricultui'fd  r)e[)artment ^-^  Yes. 

959.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony?  The  duties  of  such  Council  to  be: 
(1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  'in- 
terests of  the  country;  and  (2)  To  consider  and  report  to 
a  Board  of  Agriculture  upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — 
Tlie  principle  of  having  practical  farmers  to  constitute  a 
Council  of  Agriculture  is  sound  in  the  abstract.  The  in- 
sertion of  the  words  "  irrespective  of  politics "  infers  that 
there  may  be  a  cleavage  on  party  lines,  and  it  may  be 
open  to  doubt  whether,  under  the  present  conditions  of  the  country 
the  Divisional  Councils  are  the  bodies  best  suited  to  nominate 
members  for  the  Council  of  Agriculture — I  will  explain  that  directly 
— in  view  of  such  members  being  elected  for  three  years.  There 
is  a  danger  of  men  of  personal  or  political  influence,  but  wanting 
in  practical  knowledge  of'  progressive  agriculture  being  placed  on 
the  Council  to  the  exclusion  of  men  of  technical  knowledge  and 
sound  judgment.  You  do  not  get  the  best  and  most  intelligent 
men  on  the  Divisional  Councils.  Very  often  you  get  the  men 
appointed  through  the  influence  of  some  leading  men  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  so  I  say  you  should  not  place  too  much  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  Divisional  Councils,  as  at  present  constituted.  You 
find  that,  practically,  you  come  back  to  the  fact  that  the  whole  of 
your  new  Board  of  Agriculture  would  be  run  by  the  Divisional 
Council,  and  I  strongly  object  to  that. 

960.  Mr.  AhrahamsonJ^  In  principle  you  are  very  much  in  favour 
of  a  Council  of  Agriculture,  but  you  object  to  the  Divisional  Coun- 
cils having  the  power  of  nomination  ? — Yes,  to  the  principle. 

961.  That,  of  course,  is  only  a  suggestion  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  is  for  this  Commission  to  find  out,  if  they  approve  of 
a  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  define  how  such  a  Council  could  best 
b(!  elected.  Could  you  give  us  any  idea  how  you  would  recommend 
the  selection  of  this  Council  should  be  made  ?  One  form  which  has 
been  mentioned  here  is  that  you  should  get  the  land-owners  and 
"occupiers  of  land  in  every  Field-cornetcy  to  elect  out  of  their  num- 
ber two  or  three  men  as  a  Committee  of  Agriculture.  That  these 
Committees  of  Agriculture  for  every  Field-cornetcy  in  each  Fiscal 
Division  should  combine  and  nominate  one  of  their  number  as  a 
member  of  the  Council.  Then  there  is  another  suggestion,  that  the 
Agricultural  Societies  and  Farmers'  Associations  should  be  given 
the  right  of  selection.  Now,  which  of  these  two,  or  what  other  sys- 
tem, would  you  recommend? — Between  the  two  suggestions  you 
have  just  made,  I  think  it  would  be  safer  to  place  yourself  in  the 
hands  of  the  Farmers'  Associations,  and  especially  organised  Agri- 
cultural Societies,  for  this  reason,  that  thev  are  generally  composed 
of  men  who  take  an  interest  in  agriculture,  and  know  more  about 
it  than  an  ordinary  Field-cornet. 

962.  But  it  is  not  intended  to  leave  it  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  Field-cornet.  He  would  have  to  call  the  land-owners  together 
to  elect  the  local  Committees  of  Agriculture  ? — I  know  what  the 
calling  of  a  Field-cornet's  meeting  is,  and  who  pulls  the  strings.  I 
say  you  are  far  safer  in  the  hands  of  the  Farmers'  Associations  and 
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Agricultural  Societies  than  you  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  rural 
official. 

963.  Would  30U  include  Agricultural  Societies?— Most  emphati- 
cally, and  in  preference  to  Farmers'  Associations. 

964.  Although  memliers  of  Agricultural  Societies  are  very  often 
not  farmers? — Well,  I  take  it  for  granted  you  would  appoint  men 
as  delegates  who  know  something  about  agriculture.  The  Societies 
would  select  their  best  men. 

965.  Mr.  Owen- Lewis.']  The  idea  is  that  there  should  ]»e  a  local 
Committee  for  each  Fiscal  Division  in  the  Colony,  to  consist  of  one 
or  tw^o  delegates  for  each  ward,  and  that  nominees  of  these  Com- 
mittees which  should  form  the  Council,  would  meet  once  a  year, 
and  would  elect  the  Board  of  Agriculture? — That  seems  fairly  safe. 

966.  That  system  lias  the  advantage  Ihat  in  every  fiscal  division 
ttiroLighout  the  country  you  would  have  a  permanent  Committee  of 
Agriculture  with  whom  the  Government  could  communicate  when 
it  required  information,  or  vice  versa! — In  dealing  with  these  things 
5^ou  have  no  doul^t  taken  into  consideration  that  if  you  have  too 
many  different  branches,  it  becomes  a  very  expensive  machinery  if 
you  have  paid  officials  for  each  of  these  many  branches? 

967.  It  is  not  suggested  to  pay  the  local  committees? — Then 
that  would  be  all  right  if  you  can  get  them  to  work. 

968.  You  approve  of  that? — Yes,  I  think  that  principle  is  a 
sounder  one  than  giving  power  to  local  officials. 

969.  That  is  the  principle  of  having  a  local  committee  in  each 
fisctil  division  who  would  elect  one  of  'heir  number  to  serve  on  the 
Council.  The  suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  Civil  Commis- 
sioner should  preside  over  meetings  of  the  local  committees? — The 
local  committees  have  no  further  powers,  have  they  ? 

970.  It  has  not  been  urged  that  they  should  have  executive 
powers? — I  should  prefer  that. 

971.  Mr.  Roaers.]  Do  you  think  the  country  is  npe  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Council  of  Agriculture  and  a  Board  of  Agriculture? — 
I  think  the  countiy  is  ripe  to  go  to  the  devil  if  something  is  not  done. 
There  is  no  question  about  it  unless  we  go  on  more  liberal-minded 
lines  than  we  have  done  in  the  past  this  country  is  going  to  remain 
the  poorest  in  creation.  It  has  climatic  drawbacks  already,  so  that 
urless  you  use  the  greatest  intelligence  in  fighting  the  troubles  it  is 
hopeless.  I  speak  with  a  knowledge  of  forty-five  years  of  farming 
in  this  country — perfunctory  perhaps.  In  districts  where  I  have 
been  I  know  a  few  intelligent  men  make  a  good  living  for  themselves, 
while  others  l)ecome  ]ioorer  and  poorer,  and  at  last  become  by- 
woners.  In  the  meantime  you  must  assist  the  men  by  giving  them 
sound,  good  education,  and  get  them  to  help  themselves.  If  you  ask 
mo  whether  the  time  has  arrived  to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  help- 
ing farmers  to  help  themselves,  I  say  emphatically  yes,  and  that 
money  cannot  be  spent  in  any  direction  to  better  p\irpose. 

972.  You  are  in  favour  of  this  scheme^ — I  cannot  say  so  in  detail, 
because  you  have  not  ]ucked  the  scheme  to  ])ieces  yet,  but  I  am  in 
favour  of  the  principle  of  if. 

973.  Do  you  think  the  suggested  Board  and  the  local  committees 
in  different  paris  of  the  country  is  in  principle  a  move  in  the  right 
direction  ? — Certainly. 

974.  Mr.  Blaine.]  You  do  not  think  then  that  the  Agricultural 
Department  as  at  iiresent  consjitnted  is  calculated  to  give  the  farmer 
ilio  assistance  it  should  ?  -  I  do  think  tliat  widi  llir  machinery  at  the 
disposal  (if  llic  present  Agricultural  Department  it  does  its  best;  but 
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it  deijonds  very  lai'gely  (jd  Uk'  hilelligeiice  of  the  individual.  It 
depends  whom  you  have  at  the  head,  whether  he  is  a  man  who  sits 
still  or  whelher'he  lias  capacit\-  In  take  an  inlellioent  interest  in  the 
different  Ijranches  of  agriculture. 

1)75.  You  think  thai  an  At,a'icultural  DepaitnienI  in  such  a  coun- 
try as  this  should  lead",  and  not  be  led? — I  think  it  should  lead,  but 
it  should  have  the  active  co-operation  of  such  bodies  as  you  intend 
constitutino-.  I  think  it  would  be  a  wrong  ]n'inciple  to  do  away  with 
the  official  element  altogether,  because  you  are  so  liable  to  come 
under  local  influence  unless  there  is  an  official  back])one,  as  it  were, 
to  keep  it  in  the  right  way.  But  that  these  bodies  that  you  now  con- 
template constituting  should  be  of  very  great  assistance  to  it  I  do 
think,  and  that  the  Deiiartment  should  be  considered  as  bound  in  a 
sense  to  consult  them.  I  would  not  take  away  all  power  from  the 
olTicial  element. 

*976.  With  regard  to  this  Council  of  Agriculture,  it  will  be  a  very 
large  body,  so  do  you  not  think  it  wall  be  just  a  bit  unwieldy  if  it  is 
as  constituted  here  to  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  country,  and  to  consider  and  report  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  on  schemes  submitted  to  them? — I  think  my- 
self that  there  is  a  very  great  possibility  of  that  Council  being  very 
difficult  to  get  together,  especially  as  there  are  so  many  unofficial 
men  on  it,  who  can  come  when  it  pleases  them,  and  not  when  it  does 
not,  except  if  there  were  some  important  questions  affecting  them- 
selves before  the  Council,  and  for  that  reason  I  adhere  to  the  neces- 
sity of  the  Department  being  under  official  control,  and  this  un- 
wieldy Board  should  be  subservient  in  a  sense  to  the  Official  Depart- 
mtnt,  so  that  a  man  cannot  just  come  and  go  when  he  likes,  other- 
wise it  will  tumble  to  pieces  in  no  time.  There  must  be  discipline 
and  organisation. 

977.  Suppose  you  ;were  to  confine  this  Council  chiefly  to  the 
election  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  and  you  still  allowed  this 
Council  to  remain  in'  existence,  so  that  in  case  of  any  emergency, 
such,  for  instance,  as  an  invasion  of  Rinderpest,  they  could  be  called 
together,  but  their  chief  function  would  really  be  to  select  from  their 
number  a  Board  of  men  who  would  be  representative  of  the  different 
interests  of  the  country.  Would  that  not  be  better  than  to  have 
them  as  a  body  which  is  going  to  report  to  the  Board  ? — I  think  with 
you  that  you  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  get  these  men  to  come  to- 
gether and  work  consecutively. 

978.  Now  as  to  the  election  of  that  Council.  You  do  not  favour 
the  Divisional  Council  idea? — No. 

979.  You  have  also  another  idea  placed  before  you  about  the 
election  being  started  by  the  Field-cornet  ? — Yes. 

980.  Have  you  in  your  mind  a  scheme  wdiereby  you  would  elect 
this  Council? — I  have  not  had  time  to  think  it  out,  but  one  thing  I 
can  say  in  answer  to  that  question  is  that  I  would  avoid  in  every 
possible  sense  anything  like  political  log-rolling  in  the  matter,  and 
for  that  reason — knowing  my  rural  official — I  would  prevent  rural 
oflicials  having  too  much  say  in  the  matter  where  any  political  bias 
might  influence  the  judgment  on  a  purely  professional  or  agricul- 
tural matter. 

981.  The  point  I  wished  to  get  at  is  this:  In  the  scheme  which 
was  suggested  to  you  that  delegates  from  each  of  the  Field-cornet- 
cies  in  a  district  should  nominate  a  man  to  sit  on  the  Council,  do  you 
not  think  that  it  woidd  1)e  a  better  scheme  to  let  the  whole  division 
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elect  this  delegate  ?— You  must  remember  there  is  this  danger :  the 
bigfiest  storekeeper  in  the  district  has  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the 
■istrict  ver\^  often.  In  anv  case  in  which  one  or  two  men  ruled  the 
district,  vo'u  will  find  that  they  get  into  Parliament  and  into  the 
Divisional  Council,  and  put  their  friends  in.  For  that  reason  there 
is  a  veiy  great  deal  of  danger  in  putting  before  a  lot  of  ignorant  men 
papers  "thev  do  not  understand,  and  getting  them  to  sign.  I  think 
where  vou"  have  an  organisation  as  it  w^ere  of  the  leading  farmers, 
that  it  would  l^e  far  safer  to  put  yourselves  in  their  hands,  as  they 
have  the  interest  of  agriculture  at  heart,  and  have  no  axes  to  grind. 

982.  But  then  you  have  not  these  Farmers'  Associations  in  every 
district  in  the  Colonv?— It  would  make  more  people  join  them  then, 
and  they  would  get' away  from  the  influence  of  money-lenders  and 
petty  officials. 

'983.  You  think  that  the  danger  that  you  mentioned  would  be 
overcome  by  the  plan  of  each  Field-cornetcy  electing  two  delegates? 
— That  is  a  difficult  question  to  answer,  but  the  principle  is  one  that 
one  might  consider  in  the  interests  of  agriculture.  It  is  a  matter  of 
detail  how  you  worked  it  out.  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that 
question  definitely. 

984.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Have  you  had  much  experience  of  the  actual 
working  of  individual  Farmers'  Associations?— I  cannot  say  very 
much.  1  have  attended  a  good  many  meetings  of  Agricultural 
Societies  and  Unions,  and  I  was  President  of  the  Western  Province 
Agricultural  Society,  but  I  cannot  say  I  have  any  great  experience 
of  the  internal  working  of  Farmers'  Associations. 

985.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  in  very_  niany 
cafes,  especially  in  up-country  districts,  the  Farmers'  Associations 
are  practically  run  by  one  individual  who  acts  as  Secretar^^  or  Chair- 
man as  the  case  may  be,  and  it  is  only  by  his  efforts  that  the  thing 
is  kept  alive? — I  think  that  that  is  quite  possilde. 

986.  Do  not  you  think  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  some 
uniform  method  of  forming  these  local  institutions? — Certainly,  the 
whole  thing  must  be  properly  organised,  otherwise  it  cannot  hold 
together. 

987.  Do  you  not  think  that  Agricultural  Societies,  as  a  rule,  are 
merely  run  for  the  purpose  of  holding  an  annual  show,  and  practi- 
cally for  no  other  purpose  at  all? — That  is  a  first  consideration,  I 
have  no  doubt.  To  bring  it  down  to  a  point  it  really  amounts  to 
this,  that  it  is  a  means  of  advertising  a  man's  stock,  but  it  also  has 
this  effect,  that  it  tends  to  improve  that  stock,  and  it  brings  a  lot 
of  men  togetlier  who  take  note  of  what  is  going  on  around  ihem  in 
a  way  which  otherwise  they  wouki  not  see,  and  I  am  distinctly  of 
opinion,  and  I  have  proved  it  l^y  giving  much  of  my  time  to  it,  that 
these  shows  do  a  lot  of  good  by  showing  men  in  outlying  districts 
what  is  being  done  in  I)reoding  better  class  stock  and  improving  the 
methods  of  agriculture,  and  this  lends  to  more  careful  worldng  up 
of  their  produce,  and  ])uls  lliem  more  in  touch  with  the  centres 
where  they  have  to  look  for  the  sale  of  their  produce,  and  so  I  think 
the  Agricultural  Socieli(>s  are  of  very  great  benefit  to  the  countiy, 
and  fully  repay  any  money  the  Government  may  expend  upon 
them. 

988.  You  do  not  think  that,  taking  their  membership  as  a  whole, 
that  they  are  in  any  way  re]n'('sentative  of  llie  people  actually  en- 
gaged in  agriculture?— I  think  they  are.  There  may  be  exceptions 
here  in  Cape  Town,  for  instance,  where  (lie  Society'is  very  largely 
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supported  by  merchants,  who  have  been  very  generous,  and,  if  it 
were  not  for  them,  we  shoukt  come  oft'  very  badly  in  local  shows; 
but  that  does  not  apply  to  the  same  extent  in  the  country.  At  Port 
Elizabeth,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  Society  is  also  very  largely  assisted 
by  merchants,  but  it  is  also  representative  of  practical  farmers,  who 
are  actually  working  meml)ers,  and  this  applies  also  to  the  Western 
Province  and  Cape  Town,  but  llie  chief  monetary  support  is  largely 
from  the  commercial  element. 

989.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  fair  to  agriculture  that  so  much 
voice  should  be  given  to  the  commercial  element  '■. — No.  I  would 
noi  give  too  much  in  any  country  where  you  have  such  high  import 
duties  as  we  have  here,  but  nowadays  you  are  subject  to  the  Union, 
so  1  do  not  think  the  commercial  element  could  harm  you.  Beside,  if 
the  merchant  is  not  a  fool,  he  knows  it  is  his  business  to  foster  agri- 
cultilre,  and  every  merchant  I  have  met  recognises  that  the  welfare 
of  the  merchant  depends  on  the  Avelfare  of  the  country,  by  which  is 
meant  the  welfare  of  the  agriculturists  and  stock  farmers  and  pro- 
ducers generally. 

990.  You  agree  that  if  some  uniform  method  for  creating  a  body 
representative  of  the  agriculturists  in  the  country  to  advise  the 
Government  could  be  devised  that  that  would  be  a  gootl  thing? — It 
depends  whether  you  do  not  make  that  body  too  cumbersome,  and 
wiiether  you  can  have  consecutive  work  done,  and  I  have  doubts 
whether  you  would  get  any  large  body  of  men  to  work  in  uniform 
manner  and  give  their  time  gratuitously. 

991.  JIfr.  Ahrahamson.~\  You  think  that  Farmers'  Associations  and 
Agricultural  Unions  would  be  better  suited  for  the  selection  of  this 
Council  of  Agriculture  than  the  farmers  in  a  Field-cornetcy  would 
be  1 — ^Yes.  1  think  your  Associations  and  Unions  are  composed  of 
men  who  have  a  more  vital  interest  than  the  man  who  sits  at  home 
and  smokes  his  pipe  and  does  little. 

-  992.  You  are  aware  that  there  are  a  good  many  districts  where 
Farmers'  Associations  do  not  exist,  but  there  are  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions, like  the  Afrikander  Bond  and  the  League,  w^ould  you  give 
them  a  voice? — No.  My  one  effort  would  be  to  avoid  political  bias, 
or  wire-pulling,  and  that  you  will  have  to  consider.  • 

993.  How  woiild  you  get  to  these  districts  where  there  are  n© 
Farmers'  Associations  proper?  How  would  you  get  them  to  join  in 
the  selection  ? — In  that  case  the  meeting  of  the  Civil  Commissioner 
or  Magistrate  comes  in  where  there  is  no  such  organised  body.  In 
such  districts  you  would  have  to  differentiate,  because  these  districts 
are  possibly  not  the  most  progressive  or  thickly  populated  districts. 

99-1.  Supposing  Parliament  puts  it  into  a  Bill — if  they  decide  that 
legislation  is  necessary — that  Farmers'  Associations  throughout  the 
country  shall  be  the  medium  of  selection  for  this  Council.  Now,  the 
Political  Farmers'  Associations  are  absolutely  Farming  Associations, 
because  we  know  the  riames  of  the  members,  so  would  yoii  exclude 
them? — I  would  exclude  any  Political  Association  of  any  kind  most 
distinctly;  but  I  do  not  think  the  difficulty  need  arise  in  the  way 
you  put  it,  because  if  the  district  is  so  wanting  in  its  own  interest 
as  not  to  organise  something  approaching  a  non-political  Agricul- 
tural Association  of  sorts,  then  it  proves  to  me  that  they  do  not  want 
progress;  I  hey  do  not  want  your  Bill  nt  all,  and  you  are  whipping 
a  dead  horse. 

995.  Does  the  average  farmer — one  who  does  not  go  in  for  the 
breeding  of  thorough-bred  stock,  and  things  of  that  kind — take  very 
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inucli  interest  in  xigricultural  Shows?— No,  but  he  should  be  taught 

to. 

996.  31  r.  Ruhidqe.~\  What  I  understand  from  you  is  that  you 
would  favour  leaving  the  selection  of  delegates  to  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciations and  Agricultural  Societies  where  these  Societies  are  estab- 
lished ? — Yes. 

997.  Where  thev  are  not  vou  would  avail  yourself  of  the  Field- 
cornet  selection  svstem?— I  would  qualify  that.  I  would  have  the 
meeting  called  bv  the  Magistrate  of  the  district  for  the  special  pur- 
pose of  electing  delegates.  I  would  then  favour  a  general  meeting 
called  specially  for  that  purpose  by  ihe  Magistrate  in  such  districts 
where  these  organisations  do  not  exist. 

998.  Who  would  you  consider  should  be  the  voters  at  a  meeting 
of  that  kind— should  they  be  the  landowners  and  "  bywoners,"  or 
would  you  exclude  the  latter?—!  would  exclude  them,  because  their 
votes  are  of  no  value,  as  they  vote  as  they  are  told.  If  a  man  in 
this  country  falls  to  the  level  of  a  lower  class  "  bywoner,"  or  poor 
white,  he  is  not  qualified  to  have  a  vote  on  such  matters. 

999.  You  would  then  limit  the  power  of  voting  to  all  bona  fide 
land-owners? — Yes,  all  registered  land-owners. 

1000.  And  occupiers  ?^Yes,  a  man  who  pays  a  reasonable  rent, 
I  would  not  exclude;  he  is  a  producer  and  bona  fide  occupier. 

1001.  You  agree  that  it  is  desirable,  if  a  system  of  this  sort  is 
established,  that  the  method  of  the  election  of  delegates  should  be 
uniform? — Yes,  as  far  as  possible,  but  there  are  some  districts  where 
they  have  Societies  and  Unions  which  take  a  vital  interest  in  agri- 
culture, and  in  other  cases  there  are  none,  and  you  have  to  fall  back 
upon  the  Magistrate  or  Civil  Commissioner. 

1002.  Assuming  we  were  to  leave  these  Agricultural  Societies 
and  Unions  out  of  the  question,  and  you  were  to  take  an  election 
in  each  Fiscal  Division  in  the  Colony,  in  those  districts  where  they 
have  Societies  at  present  constituted  the  men  wdio  would  be  elected 
on  this  Committee  of  Agriculture  would  be  the  same  people  who 
now  compose  the  Afrikander  Bond? — I  know  that,  but  I  want  to  get 
away  from  political  influence,  either  of  Bond  and  League,  and  if  we 
could  get  rid  of  /ill  professional  political  intriguers  it  would  be  a 
benefit  to  this  countrv,  and  cive  farmino  a  chance. 

1003.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  We  are  all  anxious  to  take  the  adminis- 
tration of  agricultural  matters  in  this  country  out  of  the  hands  of 
parly  politicians,  and  it  was  thought  that  if  you  had  a  local  Com- 
mittee in  each  district  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  agricultural 
devi'lopmcnt  that  party  politics  would  be  excluded.  If  the  Civil 
Commissioner  of  the  district  were  to  preside  over  this  Committee  he 
would  be  responsible  for  seeing  that  no  politics  were  introduced? — 
Yes,  I  presume  so. 

1004.  Would  you  prefer  in  any  elections  that  take  place  for  this 
local  Committee  that  the  Magistrate  should  call  the  electors  together 
instead  of  the  Field-cornet? — Yes. 

1005.  And  the  election  could  very  easily  be  by  ballot  instead  of 
by  show  of  hands  at  these  meetings  I— That  is  so.'  Of  course,  we  all 
recognise  thai  Ihat  is  the  only  way  by  which  political  or  local  in- 
flu(Mice  cannot  l)e  l)rought  to  bear  to  it's  full  extent. 

1000.  Assuming  the  election  were  carried  out  ))y  the  Magistrate, 
by  1)all(il,  and  conriiicd  to  farmers  who  owned  property  of  a  cei'tain 
value  ill  the  distiict,  do  yon  not  think  that  therebv  you  would  in- 
sure that  in  every  Fiscal  Division  in  the  counlry  voii  would  have  an 
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organists  I  body  which  would  be  a  belter  plan  than  leaving  it  to 
Agricultural  Societies  which  do  not  exist  in  some  districts? — It 
would  simplify  matters  undoub((M]ly ;  l)ut  I  should  like  to  confine 
it  to  men  who  are  already  taking  an  intelligeut  interest  in  the  agri- 
cultural development  of  the  country,  and  not  let  a  mere  numerical 
majority  decide. 

1007.  Would  not  lliese  men  be  elected  as  members  of  these  Com- 
mittees by  their  fellow  faruiers? — No,  it  does  not  follow.  You  may 
have  ninety-nine  duiTers  in  the  disti-ict  to  one  clever  man. 

1008.  Would  it  not  probal)ly  follow  that  the  ninety-nine  duffers 
in  their  united  wisdom  .would  elect  the  one  clever  man? — No,  they 
would  ])ossil)ly  elect  the  man  who  would  worry  them  least  and 
would  allow  them  to  do  as  their  grandfathers  did  Ijeforc*  them,  or 
one* who  had  some  hold  on  them,  or  personal  influence. 

1009.  Ml-.  Rubidge.]  But  sup])osing  these  members  of  Agricultural 
Societies  did  elect  their  deU\gates  to  sit  on  the  Council  would  they 
elect  the  best  men? — It  does  not  follow;  but  if  you  confine  the  right 
of  voting  as  much  as  possible  to  members  of  Agricultural  Unions 
antl  bona  fide  land-owners  you  have  some  basis  to  go  upon;  at  any 
rate,  you  would  be  sure  of  getting  an  intelligent  man,  as  they  would 
be  likely  to  pick  one  of  the  best  men  out  of  their  number,  and  for 
that  reason  I  should  prefer  that  you  should  give  these  Societies  as 
much  power  as  you  can,  and,  where  they  do  not  exist,  you  could 
leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Civil  Commissioner,  and  these 
districts  would,  I  think,  have  their  own  Agricultural  Societies  be- 
fore long. 

1010.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.']  As  you  perhaps  know,  a  large  number  of 
these  Agricultural  Societies  do,  every  now  and  then,  pass  resolutions 
dealing  with  political  matters  ? — I  did  not  say  Agricultural  Socie- 
ties, specially  I  said  Agricultural  Unions — organised  bodies.  I  un- 
derstood Farmers'  Associations  were  for  agricultural  purposes ;  if 
they  go  into  politics,  as  you  say,  they  would  stray  from  the  mark, 
and,  I  take  it,  any  question  which  had  a  political  bias  would  very 
soon  be  thrown  out  by  the  rest  of  the  Council.  I  do  not  state  that 
Farmers'  Associations  are  jiolitical,  because  I  am  not  aware  of  that. 
I  do  not  know  sufficiently  about  them ;  it  may  be  so. 

1011.  At  the  Farmers'  Congress  held  at  Graham's  Town  early 
this  year  there  were  only  nineteen  districts  in  the  Colony  repre- 
sented, and  out  of  these  two  or  three  of  them  were  out  of  one  con- 
stituency. So  that  if  one  were  to  try  and  elect  a  Council  for  the 
whole  of  the  Colony  with  this  machinery  it  would  be  found  that 
only  in  a  small  number  of  districts  the  members  would  Ije  elected 
by  Farmers'  Associations  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  the  figures. 

1012.  Chairman.]  Why  do  you  recommend  that  the  Magistrate 
should  take  charge  of  the  voting  for  the  members  of  the  local  Com- 
mittee and  not  the  Field-cornet? — Because  he  is  a  more  independent 
man,  and  so  is  not  liable  to  be  influenced  by  certain  people  in  the 
district  as  the  Field-cornet  would  be. 

1013.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  In  a  Committee,  such  as  you  contemplate, 
do  not  vou  think  that  it  would  be  as  well  that  whatever  the  feelings 
of  the  liiajoritv  of  the  farmers  are,  whether  right  or  wrong,  they 
should  be  given  force  to  and  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  send 
what  representatives  they  chose?— No,  I  consider  they  would  be 
under  influence  in  many  "instances,  and,  unless  under  proper  guid- 
ance, would  not  always  send  the  best  man. 

1014.  Chairman.]  If  a  scheme  is  drawn  up  in  such  a  way  that  it 
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would  be  a  matter  of  impossibility  to  have  any  politics  whatever 
introduced,  and  that  it  is  made  clear  to  the  farmers  that  it  will  be 
to  their  advantage,  but  not  be  compulsory,  that  they  should  vote, 
would  it  not  be  as  well  under  such  circumstances  to  give  as  much 
local  control  to  these  people  as  possible? — It  is  a  question  that  wants 
very  carefully  to  be  gone  into  as  to  what  extent  you  would  give 
local  control,  because  you  know  perfectly  well  the  moment  you  be- 
come too  local  then  the  influence  of  one  or  two  men  rules  the  whole 
of  that  section.  That  has  been  the  experience  in  this  country  and 
in  many  others.  You  are,  I  take  it,  acting  in  the  interests  of  the 
whole  of  South  Africa  to  try  and  put  agriculture  on  a  more  progres- 
sive and  proper  basis,  and  you  do  not  want  to  give  control  to  men 
who  would  use  it  for  their  own  benefit,  or  be  guided  by  obsolete  pre- 
judices. 

1015.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  proposed  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  by  the  Government,  and 
eighteen  members  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold 
office  for  a  period  of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  following  man- 
ner:— The  collective  representatives  on  the  Agricultural  Council, 
from  each  of  the  nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative  Council, 
to  elect  from  their  own  numbers,  two  members  ? — 1  consider  that 
the  proposed  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  a  fair  one, 
as  far  as  proportion  goes.  But  if  I  am  correct  in  understanding  that 
each  Province  elects  two  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  to  act 
upon  the  Board,  then  a  powerful  political  factor  is  introduced,  and 
this  should,  if  possible,  be  avoided. 

1016.  3Ir.  Owe7i-Lewis.]  No,  that  is  not  so.  The  Council  of  Agri- 
culture would  nominate  these  eighteen  members  from  their  own 
numbers  and  the  Legislative  Council  Circles  would  only  be  used  so 
as  to  ensure  that  every' district  was  represented? — I  see;  and  the 
proportion  would  be  as  eighteen  is  to  nine. 

1017.  Yes? — Then  I  think  that  is  fair,  as  far  as  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  goes,  if  your  Council  is  elected  in  a  fair  and  propor- 
tionate way.  If  the  constitution  of  your  Council  is  right  then  the 
proportions  of  your  Board,  as  regards  these  eighteen  members,  may 
be  right.  But  if  the  constitution  of  your  Council  is  wrong,  as 
regards  the  nominations,  then,  naturally,  your  Board  will  be  also 
\v:i'on'.>'. 

1018.  Chairman.']  But  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  Council 
would  be  too  large? — As  a  working  proposition  it  is  too  large,  but 
not  if  it  works  through  the  Board  and  is  merely  a  consultative  body 
v;ilh  no  executive  powers. 

1019.  It  will  work  through  the  Board? — Then  I  consider  the  pro- 
portion is  a  fair  one.    1  have  answered  these  questions  already. 

1020.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  As  long  as  the  nominating  body  is  a  fair 
01)0  you  arc  in  favour  of  this  Board? — Yes. 

1021.  Chairmcm.]  And  the  proportion  of  Ihe  Board  to  the  Council 
is  a  fair  one? — The  one  is  merely  a  medium  for  electing  the  other 
which,  it  is  i)roposed,  shall  control  the  funds,  etc. 

H)2-2.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  proposed  Council  oi  Agii 
culture  should  be  constituted  in  the  following  manner: — Each  Divi- 
sional Council  to  nominate  one  menil)er,  and  one  half  such  total 
lunnbci-  of  persons  nominated  ])y  the  Covernmenl.  Have  you  iviiy 
remarks  to  otter  in  regard  to  this  i)roposMl?-  As  I  li;i\f  [tuinttnl  (jut, 
in  answer  to  a  previous  question,  1  do  not  consider  the  various  Divi- 
sional Councils  necessarily  tlie  Ijest  medium  for  nominating  or 
determining  the  class  of  men  best  suited  to  servo  on  a  Council  of 
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Agriculture  where  technical  and  practical  knowledge  and  pains- 
takino  thoroughness  are  essential,  and  especially  as  the  votes  are 
two  to  one.  Divisional  Councils  arc  nui  more  on  parl\-  lines  Ihan 
would  be  in  the  interests  of  agriculture.  The  prop(Jsed  nienilxjrs 
should  have  special  qualifications,  beyond  being  merely  nominees  of 
the  Divisional  Council  of  the  district. 

1023.  Is  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  it  exists  at  the  present 
li)i)e,  in  your  opinion,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  farming  com- 
munity?— Without  going  into  detail,  that  question  I  am  unable  lo 
answer. 

1024.  Do  you  think  that  a  Board  of  experienced  practical  far- 
mers, presided  over  by  th(!  j^rofessional  head  of  the  Agricultural 
Department,  would  be  more  likely  to  forward  the  interests  of  agri- 
cultiire  than  the  present  system? — It  will  be  difficult  to  get  any 
Board  of  practical  farmers  to  work  continuously  or  consecutively 
like  a  properly  organised  l)ureau  of  salaried  officials;  there  would 
be  too  much  desultory  discussion  and  too  little  actual  work  done, 
unless  some  discipline  and  distinct  order  of  procedure  can  be  at- 
tained. I  have  already  given  my  opinion  as  to  this.  I  say  that  if 
you  have  a  Board  of  men  such  as  these,  and  I  speak  from  experience 
of  such  Boards,  it  will  not  work  well.  They  are  not  official  servants, 
they  come  when  they  like  and  go  wTien  they  like,  and  it  is  often 
impossible  to  finish  the  business  on  hand.  You  must  have  men 
who  are  servants  of  the  public  and  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  public. 
It  will  be  impossible  to  run  the  Agricultural  Department  by  such  a 
Board  with  any  degree  of  success.  As  I  have  said,  there  must  be  a 
head  of  the  Department,  and  paid  officials  under  him,  your  pro- 
posed Council  being  advisory  or  consultative. 

1025.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  there  being  one 
practical  man  at  the  head  of  the  Department  under  the  Minister, 
who  could  advise  him  on  questions? — I  think  the  Minister  himself 
should  be  a  practical  man. 

1026.  But  w^ould  you  have  a  practical  man,  as  far  as  agriculture 
is  concerned,  at  the  head  of  this  Department  to  advise  the  Minister, 
— a  permanent  Vice-President  is  suggested — who  would  be,  i)erhaps, 
a  better  qualified  man  than  the  Minister,  and  besides  that  not  in- 
fluenced by  politics  or  party? — You  must  be  careful  of  clashing.  If 
you  have  these  Boards  then  you  cannot  very  well  a|)point  as  head 

'of  the  Department  a  responsible  officer  who  is  not  the  Minister  of 
x\griculture.    The  two  are  bound  to  clash. 

1027.  Chairman.']  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  tend  towards  the 
more  efficient  and  economical  administration  of  the  funds  voted  by 
Parliament  for  agricultural  ])urposes  if  the  expenditure  of  these 
moneys  were  left  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture  ? — I  con- 
sider that  the  administration  of  funds  voted  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses should  be  under  the  control  of  a  salaried  official  of  the  De])art- 
ment  of  Agriculture,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Vice-President, 
if  appointed,  the  Minister  of  x\griculture  and  nine  members  to  be 
elected  by  the  suggested  Board  of  Agriculture,  these  to  constitute  a 
Board  for  the  annual  or  bi-annual  revision  of  the  official  financial 
statement. 

1028.  With  regard  to  the  other  ))oints,  with  which  we  have  not 
dealt,  and  also  the  points  already  dealt  with,  T  understand  you  will 
sul)nHt  a  memorandum  to  the  Commission  containing  youi-  views? 
— Yes,  if  vou  can  give  me  some  time,  sav  a  fortnight. 
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MEMO  IN  AMPLIFICATION  OF  EVIDENCil. 


I  think  that  the  clerical  and  professional  branches  slioukl  be  kept  distinct. 

frt)  Grants  of  Loans  to  Divisional  Councils  on  the  security  of  the  rates  ? — 
The  danger  is  that  the  Divisional  Councils  may  presume  on  advances  made  to 
them  to  spend  more  money  than  the  people  of  the  division  can  afford  and  will 
then  raise  the  rates  to  meet  any  deficit. 

(b)  Advances  to  agricultural  associations  or  individual  tarniers  can  l)e  better 
regulated  by  the  Department  direct  than  through  the  agency  of  local  inter- 
mediaries, and  this  especially  holds  good  as  regards  grants  on  the  £  for  £  principle. 
For  ordinary  loans  to  individuals  I  should  consider  Agricultural  Banks  the  most 
suitable  financial  institution. 

(c)  It  would  appear  safe  for  the  Government  to  contribute  £  for  £  to  Divis- 
ional Councils,  if  such  bodies  have  an  assurance  of  adequate  rates  for  the  purpose 
of  develoi)ing  the  resources  of  their  divisions,  and  that  the  rates  levied,  or  to  be 
levied,  are  not  in  excess  of  the  normal  capabilities  of  the  district.  It  will  be 
advisable,  however,  that  there  should  l)e  expert  supervision  to  make  more  certain 
that  works  undertaken  are  really  calculated  to  develop  the  resources  of  the 
country.  It  is  questionable  if  many  of  the  Divisional  Councils  as  now  constituted 
are  competent  to  deal  with  large  propositions  i-e(|uiring  wide  experience  and 
technical  knowledge.  There  i^  a  danger  that  Divisional  Councils  may  be  pre- 
judiced by  local  surr.  unilings  and  personal  influence,  and  for  that  reason,  in 
disposing  of  any  considerable  sums,  they  should  be  under  immetliate  official 
control. 

1.  Aijricultural  Orgcuuzation  Branch. — The  establishment  of  Agricultural 
Banks  in  the  outlying  districts  would  be  of  assistance  to  those  farmers  who  really 
intend  to  improve  their  projjerties  and  make  them  productive,  but  there  is  a 
growing  tendency  in  this  country  on  the  part  of  lantlowners  to  borrow  money  and 
mortgage  their  farms  only  too  readily,  and  we  see  local  money-lenders  obtaining 
complete  control  of  a  district,  financially  and  politically.  The  ordinarj'  farmer 
does  not  appear  to  be  able  to  recover  easily,  when  once  he  is  in  debt  by  the 
improvement  of  his  property,  but  often  ends  in  disposing  of  it,  and  there  is  a 
probability  that  these  rural  Ranks  may  become  laud  investment  and  mortgage 
institutions,  and  become  holders  of  large  quantities  of  fixed  property. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  facilities  for  obtaining  money  will  be  conducive  to 
prosperity  to  the  class  most  likely  to  avail  themselves  of  loans  on  easy  terms  as  so 
little  of  it  will  be  expended  on  remunerative  improvements. 

The  principle  of  estai)lishing  Agricultural  Banks  is  sound  and  will  be  of 
service  to  intelligent  agriculturists  and  lantlowners. 

1.  C(>-oj)tratirr  AssurintidHtf  work  well  in  other  countries,  both  in  Europe 
and  the  Colonies,  for  instance,  the  milk  and  butter  industries  in  Switzerland, 
Denmark,  etc.,  and  the  Central  Creameries  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  the 
colli  storage  of  meat  anil  fruit,  etc.,  and  any  organization  that  secures  for  the 
producer  the  maximum  retui-n  for  his  products,  brings  him  in  more  direct  touch 
with  the  consumer  and  minimises  the  disproportionate  profits  of  the  middleman, 
must  necessarily  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the  agriculturist. 

The  rural  population  of  South  Africa  will  require  consiilerable  eilucation  to 
make  them  realize  that  they  must  attain  to  a  higher  standard  of  uniformity  and 
excellence  in  their  products  to  secure  profit  to  themselves  or  to  make  such 
Co-operative  Associations  permanently  successful. 

Practical  and  technical  education  must  be  looked  to  for  general  improvement 
in  methods  of  farming  and  removing  olil  time  j)rejudices. 

Agriculture  can  l>e  assisted  by  the  Governnu'iits  giving  every  facility  on  the 
railways  for  cheap  and  c|uick  traiisijorl  of  stock,  ]jroduie  an<l  manures,  fencing 
material  and  farming  itnplements,  and  Adhere  warranted  l>y  local  producti<in,  by 
supplj'ing  cool  vans  for  perisliables  sticli  as  butler,  fruit,  meat,  fish,  etc. 

2.  To  give  numetary  assistance  to  farmers  for  the  importing  of  stud  animals 
or  better  class  stock  is  a  rrove  in  the  right  direction,  but  importers  must  lie  further 
aided  by  the  reduction  of  the  present  prohibitive  sea  freight  and  dock  charges, 
and  facilities  given  them  on  the  railways  to  make  it  possible  for  any  but  wealthy 
farmers  to  import. 

The  most  practical  way  of  assisting  farmers  to  improve  agricultural  laiul 
is  by  having  depots  in  vai'ious  districts  where  they  can  obtain  good  fertili/.ei-s, 
artificial  manures  and  guano  cheap,  and  l)y  the  conveyance  of  agricidtural  imple- 
ments ai  lowi'sl  rates  by  sea  ami  rail. 

Thf  lalioui- ililliculty  of  lali' years  is  iHiumiiig  a(  iilc,  liul  liiat  is  a  very  big 
(jueslion  wlucli  launol  be  Ireati'd  lu'ic. 

(h)  Irrifidl iiiii  liraticli. — 'I'oo  large  a  subjccl  fur  casual  Inalmcnt  here. 

('•)  Triliiiiiiil,f<ir  Kijirrls. — With  the  vasi  qiianlilies  (if  tisli  on  these  coasts, 
sonii'  means  of  transixiri  In  iij)laiid  centres  in  ciinl  vans  ought  In  pr<ivid<'  an  extra 
supply  of  foods  for  iidand  districts,  but  that  is  a  matter  of  commercial  enterprise. 
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To  fiisure  a  more  regular  su|)i)ly,  a  larger  and  more  seaworthy  cUihh  of  boat  will 
have  to  ))e  used  than  the  small  open  boat  at  present  used  by  the  native  fishermen. 

(d)  Tlie  Wiiiv  and  li/iiiidi/  liratnh  ean  be  best  dealt  with  by  exjierts.  It  is 
a  question  of  ^n'owiiiw  tlie  proper  kind  of  t,'rape,  and  making  a  uniform  sam])lf  of 
wine,  ete.,  and  dciicnds  upon  the  intclligcnee  of  the  i>roililoer  :  lieyond  llial  a 
matter  of  exeise  ami  tarills. 

The  frtnt  growing  industiv  can  lii'st  bf  fostered  liy  gi\in{,f  (ncry  facility  for 
safe  anil  (|uick  carriage  of  fi-uit  in  looi  chandler  vans,  liotli  to  upland  Cenlres, 
such  as  Kind)erley,  Khodesia,  Transvaal,  Orangia,  etc.,  as  well  as  to  the  seaports 
for  e.\j)ort. 

The  work  of  the  (iovernment  Entomologist  has  done  much  t<i  enable  fruit 
growers  to  cope  with  the  ever  increasing  insect  ))ests,  and  the  (iovernment  will 
materially  assist  them  by  lilierally  iiroviiling  this  invaluable  exi)ei't  with  means  to 
carry  out  his  investigations  and  of  imjiarting  the  knowleilge  gained  to  fruit 
farmers,  both  by  means  of  publications  and  peisonal  inspection  <)f  orchards. 

{(')  Vctcrinarii  Branch. — Kltieient  veterinary  surgeons  should  be  stationed 
in  each  important  stock-raising  district,  and  lie  salarieil  liy  (Jovernment.  Farmers 
re((uiring  their  services  should  be  made  to  find  them  suitaVile  conveyauct'  to  and 
fi'om  the  nearest  railway  station,  and  jirofei'  accommoilation  while  in  discharge  of 
their  professional  duties  on  the  farm.  A  tarifl'  charge,  minimum,  might  be  made 
according  to  work  done,  time  taken,  distance,  etc. 

In  !?outh  Africa,  veterinary  surgeons  have  not  lieen  ]iopular  among  the  veld 
faj-mers,  who  often  consider  their  own  methods  of  treating  stock  diseases  sullicient 
or  superior,  but  owing  to  the  increase  of  imported  iliseases,' expert  treatment  has 
become  imptrativeif  stock-raising  is  to  be  continued  sueceesfully.  When  this 
country  was  first  occupied  by  white  men,  the  only  diseases  known  among  horneil 
cattle  were  Anthrax,  Quarter  Evil  Calf  Sickness,  and  all  limited  to  a  very  small 
percentage,  and  the  farmer  could  deal  with  these,  but  many  diaeases,  virulent  and 
contagious,  have  been  introduced  fiom  over-sea,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  country 
at  large  it  is  the  duty  of  the  various  Governments  to  minimise  the  danger  of 
infection  by  maintaining  experts  of  dssiind  qiidlifirafidn  and  well  jiaitl  to  deal 
with  cases  in  each  district.  Recent  legislation  is  tending  in  this  direction,  and 
discipline  among  farmers  and  natives  must  be  enforced  for  the  general  good.  It 
is  worse  than  useless  to  employ  inelKcient  vets. 

(/')  Stafiftlirs,  Intel  1 1  (J  (' nee  and  Srifrifi/ir  h'l'seanh  Braiirli. — To  arrive  at  a 
true  knowledge  of  the  progress  or  retrogression  of  Colonial  industries,  to  find  out 
which  are,  or  are  not,  remunerative,  and  the  reasons  why,  it  goes  without  saying 
that  the  above  is  a  most  useful  and  necessary  branch.  Much  good  work  is  being 
done  by  pidilishing  Agricultural  .Journals  such  as  those  of  Cape  Colony,  tlie 
Transvaal,  Natal,  etc.,  which  are  excellent,  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
will  do  good  work  in  assisting  the  circulation  of  such  publications  throughout  the 
country.  Valualile  statistics  are  published  in  New  Zealand,  Australia,  etc.,  and 
information  valuable  to  this  country  may  be  obtained  from  tlit^m. 

(</).  Accounts  Branch. 

(/()•  Forestry  Braiic/i. — It  should  be  the  aim  of  the  Agricultural  Deiiartment 
to  encourage  tree  planting  in  all  suitable  localities  by  supjilying  young  ti-ees,  or 
seed,  at  a  minimum  cost  to  bona  tide  ])lanters,  \\ho  should  be  reipiired  to  show 
what  area  is  to  be  planted,  the  situation,  altitude,  distance  from  coast  and  ordinary 
climatic  conditions  so  as  to  prevent  needless  w^aste  of  time  and  labour  and  insure 
success.  Where  private  jilantations  are  undertaken  on  an  extensive  scale,  a 
Government  Forestry  Officer  might,  upon  application,  visit  the  ground  and  report 
upon  its  suitability  for  certain  kinds  of  trees  and  the  conditions  generally,  and 
especially  as  to  the  kinils  of  trees  having  commercial  value.  There  is  no  branch 
of  rural  industry  which  reijuires  more  intelligent  nursing  than  foi-estry  in  a 
country  of  such  variable  climates,  of  alternate  thoughts  and  floods  and  high, 
searching  winds  and  exhausting,  snpei-heated  air.  It  is  gradually  lieing  recognized 
that  apart  from  large  plantations  which  cost  too  much,  immediate  outlay  for 
prospective  returns,  for  the  ordinary  farmer  to  cope  with,  the  planting  of  wind 
Ijrakes,  both  about  homesteads  ami  in  the  veld  tends  to  both  shelter  stock  in 
stormy  weather,  and  will,  if  it  is  more  generally  done,  tend  to  make  the  alterna- 
tions of  climate  less  acute.  One  of  the  chief  difficulties  the  planter  has  to  contend 
with  is  the  prevalence  of  forest  fires  and  the  laws  cannot  be  made  too  stringent  in 
dealing  with  this  evil.  The  ctiloured  people  often  wilfully  set  fire  to  tree  plan- 
tations for  the  pur]  ose  of  getting  chtap  fuel  when  the  trees  are  dead. 

In  Australia  they  are  considering  the  necessity  of  curtailing  the  export  of 
railway  sleejiers  though  thi'  country  abounds  in  gum  f<irests  which  are  Iieing 
ainiually  destioyeil  liy  settler,^,  in  this  country  where  our  indigenous  forests  are 
so  limited,  it  is  imperative  that  tree  planting,  of  useful  kinds,  should  be  encour- 
aged in  every  way  liotli  as  to  private  individuals  and  by  (bivcrniju'Mi  Forestry 
Departments. 

It  is  iio.ssible  that  a  small  bonus  paid  to  each  landowner  who  can  show  a 
healthy  plantation  of  over  a  certain  number  of  useful  forest  trees  might  prove  an 
incentive  to  tree  planting. 
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Eslahlishing  nud  Coiitrot/in!j  Arjrinilfui'al  CoUfiges  or  Trainin;/  Tns/iln- 
/ioiitt. — When  giving  instruction  in  itgrioultiire,  it  is  essential  tliat  it  siiould  he 
practical  as  well  aa  technical,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  desirahle  that  such  colleges 
should  be  established  in  the  various  parts  of  South  Africa  where  the  seasons  and 
climate  are  so  different  and  not  centralize  too  much.  Long  distances  also  prevent 
attendance  of  pupils  to  a  central  college,  anil  certain  ilistricts  are  more  suitaljle  for 
fruit  and  cereals,  vines,  etc.,  others  for  stock  raising,  others  for  general  fai'ming, 
and  ill  each  such  fection  of  South  Africa  the  training  should  be  in  accordance 
with  the  surroundings  so  that  stuilents  may  elect  what  special  class  of  husbandry 
they  wish  to  study  and  be  practically  trained  for. 

These  Colleges  should  be  State-aided  to  a  certain  extent,  but  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance be  supplemented  by  payment  of  fees  by  students  as  in  other  eilucational 
institutions.  Being  State-aided  they  should  he  under  departmental  supervision 
and  control  as  the  upkeep  for  providing  implements,  stock  and  labour  for  tech- 
nical instruction  will  be  considerable  and  the  property  is  also  a  State  asset. 

15.  Entahlishiiuj  tlic  Buard  til  jiruiKotc  and  advance  Cd/oiiial  Iitdustrirs. — In 
view  of  the  proposed  Council  and  lioaril  of  Agriculture  as  set  forth  in  this  paper, 
any  additional  Board  is  superfluous. 

Trusting  that  I  have  answered  the  questions  put. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

11.  W.  STKUBEN. 
The  Secretary, 

Agricultural  Commission,  Cape  Town. 
December  22nd,  19(»4. 


Charles  Eustace  Pillans,  examined. 

1029.  Chairman.]  What  office  do  you  hold  at  present? — I  am  Agri- 
cultural Assistant. 

1030.  How  long  have  you  held  office  ? — I  have  been  in  the  Depart- 
ment since  1893. 

1031.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  systems  under  which  Agri- 
cultural Departments  in  other  countries  are  worked?  If  so,  do  you 
consider  the  ai)plication  of  any  of  these  systems  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  farming  community  of  this  Colony? — In  answer  to 
the  first  part  of  the  question,  I  have  a  knowledge  of  the  Depart- 
ments in  other  countries,  as  far  as  having  obtained  it  from  litera- 
ture. We  are  supplied  with  pamphlets  and  reports  from  the  differ- 
ent Agricultural  Departments  all  over  the  world.  But,  in  answer 
to  the 'second  part,  I  hardly  think  that  any  of  the  systems  could  be 
applied  here,  because  the  class  of  farmer  we  have  to  deal  with  is 
unique,  and  he  has  to  be  treated  in  a  different  way.  I  do  not  think 
that  agriculture  in  this  Colony  is  sufficiently  advanced  for  us  to  go 
on  the  same  lines  here  as  obtain  elsewhere. 

1032.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  It  would  be  too  expensive? — Yes,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  the  desired  good  would  accrue  from  it. 

1033.  Can  you  tell  us  a  little  about  the  systems  of  working  in 
other  countries? — I  am  not  sufficiently  conversant  with  them  to  be 
able  to  do  so.    I  have  not  really  made  -4  study  of  them. 

1034.  Chairman.]  Have  you  read  the  memorandum  of  suggested 
reforms  for  the  re-organisation  of  the  Agricultural  Department? — I 
have. 

1035.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture to  consist  of  representative  fai'iners,  irres])ective  of  polities, 
from  all  pnrts  of  the  Colony.  'Ihe  duties  of  such  Council  to  he:  (1) 
'i'o  consult  on  nil  (iiicstions  JirtVeling  the  agiicullural  interests  of  Ihe 
ceiuitry;  and  (2)  'lo  consider  and  ie|)t)rt  to  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
upon  schemes  submitted  to  them?— I  have  carefully  considered  this 
question,  and  1  am  quite  sure  that  an  Advisory  Board  would  be  of 
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immense  use  to  further  the  interests  of  tlie  agricultural  community 
here.  In  fact  anylhiny  that  will  hrinji  tli<'  farmers  of  this  country 
into  closer  touch  \villi  Ihe  DepMrfment  thun  they  are  at  present.  I 
consider  that  ihe  i^realest  yood  Jhal  has  ]»een  done  hy  the  Depart- 
ment in  my  time  has  been  llie  stuidiny  out  of  ollicers  (»f  the  Depart- 
ment amono  the  farmers  to  advise  them  and  to  consult  them  and,  in 
fact,  to  come  into  direct  touch  with  them.  If  1  had  time  I  could 
ffive  you  very  many  instances  where  good  has  resulted,  and  1  think 
that  an  Advisory  Board  composed  of  representative  farmers  would 
see  that  such  men  were  sent  out. 

1036.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  proposed  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  by  the  Government,  and  18 
members  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold  olFice  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  following  manner:  The  col- 
lective representatives  on  the  Agricultural  Council  from  each  of  the 
nine  electoral  provinces  in  the  Legislative  Council  to  elect  from  their 
own  numbers  two  members? — I  am  in  favour  of  such  an  Advisory 
Board  if,  firstly,  it  be  representative,  and,  secondly,  not  too  large  to 
he  unworkable.  Also,  I  think  that  such  a  Board  might  be  consti- 
tuted by  a  far  easier  method  than  what  is  proposed,  that  is,  that  such 
a  Board  might  be  elected  by  the  Farmers'  Associations  or  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

1037.  Mr.  Abi'a/iavison.]  Why  would  you  exclude  farmers  from 
d.irect  representation? — I  say  that  the  Farmers'  Associations  should 
elect  the  Board,  or  else  the  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

1038.  And  where  you  have  no  Farmers"  Associations? — We 
should  very  soon  have  them  springing  u])  because  they  would  recog- 
nise at  once  that  their  interests  were  l)eing  studied.  I  think  the  other 
suggestion  is  too  lengthy  and  difficult  a  process  to  adopt. 

1039.  Otherwise  you  have  no  objection  to  the  Board? — No. 

1040.  il/r.  Owen-Lewis.]  If  it  was  not  for  the  length  of  time  the 
farmers  would  take  to  elect  the  Board,  you  would  not  object  to  the 
principle  stated  provided  it  was  possible  to  get  the  Board  elected  by 
the  farmers  expeditiously? — No,  I  would  then  have  no  objection.  I 
am  very  keen  on  catching  the  farmers  at  this  critical  period.  Politics 
have  interfered  for  many  years  past,  l)ut  now  it  is  quiet,  and  I  have 
never  known  them  so  keen  on  getting  to  know  things  agriculturally. 
I  think  we  must  catch  them  now,  and  the  sooner  the  matter  is  set- 
tled the  better. 

1041.  Chair7rian.]  You  think  that  this  Board  will  come  very 
much  more  into  touch  with  the  farmers  than  is  the  case  at  present? 
— Certainly,  it  will  have  a  great  influence. 

1042.  And  the  country  will  be  better  developed? — Yes.  I  think 
so,  provided  the  Board  is  not  too  large. 

1043.  My.  Blaine]  What  would  you  consider  a  workable  Board 
in  number? — Nine  to  eleven. 

1044.  Including  Government  nominees? — No,  excluding  them. 

1045.  Mr.  Orpen.]  You  said  that  you  approved  of  the  Board,  pro- 
vided it  was  representative.  Do  you  mean  representative  of  the 
people  engaged  in  agriculture? — Representative  of  the  different  lines 
of  agriculture  pursued  in  this  Colony.  One  man  has  sheep,  another 
is  a  fruit-grower,  and  so  on. 

1046.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  system  of  representation  by  areas 
rather  than  by  interest? — I  do  not  think  I  am,  for  this  reason,  that 
there  are  a  great  many  areas  at  present  undeveloped,  not  through  the 
people's  fault,  but  because  they  have  had  no  one  to  represent  their 
claims  and  further  them. 
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1047.  Is  that  not  an  argument  in  favour  of  representation  by 
areas  rather  than  by  interest? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  did  not  inter  i 
it  as  such. 

104:8.  Chuinnaii.]  Is  the  Agricultural  De])artment  as  it  exists  at 
the  present  time  in  3^our  opinion  sulliciently  in  touch  with  the  farm- 
ing community?  And  does  your  branch  adequately  fulfil  its 
objects? — My  answer  to  that  is,  no. 

1049.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  Why? — Because  the  technical  men  are 
not  suflEiciently  out  among  the  farmers  to  advise  them. 

1050.  Chairman.]  Why  are  they  not  ? — That  is  not  for  me  to  say. 

1051.  Mr.  Abrahajnson.']  Their  work  then  is  mostly  done  at  the 
central  office? — Yes. 

1052.  And  they  do  not  come  sutFiciently  in  touch  with  the  far- 
mers?— No,  certainly  not. 

1053.  Is  that  a  great  drawback  to  the  advancement  of  the  coun- 
try?— I  am  sure  it  is.  I  have  been  travelling  among  them  for  27 
years,  and  I  ought  to  know  them. 

1054.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  that  a  Board  of  experienced 
practical  farmers,  presided  over  by  the  professional  head  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Department,  would  be  more  likely  to  forward  interests  of 
agriculture  than  the  present  ^system? — Yes,  I  agree  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  an  Advisory  Board,  but  where  would  you  get  your 
professional  head  from?  He  must  be  a  man  who  is  familiar  with  all 
kinds  of  agriculture,  stock,  fruit,  and  so  on. 

1055.  Mr.  Ahrahamson^  He  need  not  have  all  these  qualifica- 
tions. The  permanent  head  would  be  the  director  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Department,  under  the  Minister.  Do  you  approve  of  that? — 
Yes,  if  he  is  guided  by  his  experts. 

1056.  Chairman^]  Do  you  consider  that  it  Avould  tend  towards 
the  more  efficient  and  economical  administration  of  the  funds  voted 
by  Parliament  for  agricultural  purposes  if  the  expenditure  and  con- 
trol of  these  moneys  were  left  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture  ? 
— No;  I  do  not  thiink  that  a  Board  should  administer  the  funds.  I 
think  the  permanent  head  should  administer  the  funds. 

1057.  Mr.  Ahrahamson^  You  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
Board  as  an  Advisory  Board  ? — No. 

1058.  They  miglit,  for  instance,  assist  in  framing  the  Estimates 
to  be  laid  before  Parliament? — Yes. 

1059.  But  not  to  have  any  control  over  funds  voted? — No.  The 
permanent  head  is  responsible  to  Parliament,  and  he  should  have 
the  direction. 

1060.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  You  think  this  Board  might  be  consulted 
in  framing  the  Estimates? — Yes. 

1061.  Chairman.]  By  the  present  system  the  control  of  both  the 
clerical  and  })rofessional  l)ranches  is  brought  nnder  the  permanent 
head  (the  Under  Secretary),  is  it  not? — Yes. 

1062.  Do  you  think  they  .should  l)e  kept  distinct?— I  most  cer- 
tainly think  that  they  should  hv. 

1063.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  From  your  twenty-seven  years'  ex- 
pci-ience,  this  scheme  is  badly  required  and,  if  established,  would 
bring  the  Depai'Inieiil  into  close  touch  with  the  fanning  population 
of  the  country,  and  l)e  to  their  benefit,  and  you  think  that  it  should 
of  the  country,  Jtnd  would  l)e  to  their  benefit  ?— Yes,  certainly. 

1064.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  You  go  a  great  deal  among  the  farmers 
in  the  country.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  much  ignorant  prejudice 
arnong  them,  .-md  thni  they  either  will  not  listen  to  ndvice  or  value 
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it  when  given? — I  have  never  found  that,  provided  you  approach 
them  in  the  proper  manner.  I  have  found  no  man  easier  to  work 
witli  llian  file  Cape  fanner  if  approached  in  llie  ])ropor  manner.  Not 
only  Ihal,  I)u1  Ihey  a|)|>reeialt'  the  meetings  which  arf  lifid  with  tlie 
ofilicers  of  tlic  Department.  They  come  to  llrem  in  increasing 
numbers. 

1065.  Your  system  is  to.  call  meetings  in  different  centres? — Yes. 
They  turn  uji  at  these  meetings  and  they  want  to  discuss  not  only 
\vhat  you  are  there  for,  but  all  sorts  of  things.  For  instance,  one 
man  may  bring  you  a  portion  of  a  broken  wind-mill  and  another 
some  diseased  fruit,  and  things  of  that  sort.  These  meetings  last 
for  several  hours,  and  are  continued  sometimes  for  days. 

1066.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.']  It  has  been  suggested  that  local  com- 
mittees of  Agriculture  should  be  established  in  each  fiscal  division, 
consisting  of  one  or  more  members  elected  by  ballot  for  each  ward, 
and  that  these  shovdd  be  permanent  committees  who  could  com- 
municate with  the  Government  and  so  make  their  grievances 
known.  Do  you  think  such  a  committee  would  help  to  organise 
the  farmers  and  be  of  assistance  to  them? — Certainly.  At  present 
it  is  (lone  by  the  Farmers'  Associations.  The  Department  always 
addresses  tlie  Magistrates,  and  then  he  writes  to  the  Secretary  or 
one  of  the  leading  farmers,  who  communicates  with  his  brother 
farmers.  But  still,  such  an  advisory  body  as  you  suggested  would 
be  qf  very  great  use. 

1067.  Chairman.']  You  think  that  in  the  position  we  are,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  assist  the  farmers  as  much  as  |)ossible  to  develop 
their  resources? — Yes,  the  farmers  are  eagerly  looking  forward  for 
such  assistance.  I  never  knew  men  so  keen  on  getting  their  agri- 
cultural interests  furthered  as  they  are  now. 

1068.  You  consider  the  experts  could  be  used  more  than  they 
are  at  present,  and  they  would  help  the  farmers  to  develop  their 
resources? — Yes,  if  you  get  the  proper  men. 

1069.  Mr.  Blaine.]  With  regard  to  the  scheme  proposed  in  the 
selection  of  these  committees,  that  in  each  Field-cornetcy  there 
should  be  selected  two  delegates  who,  in  conjunction  with  delegates 
from  the  other  Field-cornetcies  in  the  district,  should  nominate  a 
man  to  sit  on  the  Council  for  that  district.  Do  you  approve  of  that 
plan  rather  than  that  you  should  have  popular  election  by  the  land- 
owners in  that  district  for  the  man  who  was  to  sit  on  the  Council? — 
I  think  a  popular  vote  would  be  better. 


AFTERNOON  SITTING. 


John  Charles  Molteno,  examined. 

1070.  Chairmnn.]  You  are  a  farmer? — Yes. 

1071.  In  what  district?— In  the  Beaufort  West  district. 

1072.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  farming?— I  have 
been  interested  in  farmino-  for  the  last  25  years. 

1073.  Have  vou  anv  knowledge  of  the  systems  under  which 
Agricultural  Departments  in  other  countries  are  worked?  If  so,  do 
vou  consider  the  ap]ilication  of  any  of  these  systems  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  farming  community  of  this  Colony?-  T  have  no 
very  definite  or  special  knowledge. 
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1074.  You  have  read  the  Memorandum  of  suggested  reforms  for 
the  reorganisation  of  the  Agricultural  Department -—Yes. 

1075.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony;  the  duties  of  such  Council  1o  l>e  (1)  to 
consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — No,  I'am  not. 

1076.  Will  you  tell  us  why?— In  the  first  place  I  think  it  is  un- 
workable.    You  will  not  get  the  right  men. 

1077.  Do  you  mean  to  say  there  are  no  men  to  be  found  in  the 
Colony  capable  of  undertaking  such  duties? — I  mean  that  there  are 
not  sufficient  men  in  those  districts  from  which  you  are  supposed 
to  take  them,  men  of  leisure  and  acquainted  with  farming,  who  could 
serve  on  such  a  Council. 

1078.  What  do  you  mean  by  men  who  are  acquainted  with  farm- 
ing and  who  have  the  leisure  necessary? — If  two  men  are  to  be 
selected  from  each  Divisional  Council  and  one  nominated  by  the 
Government,  then  I  say  there  are  many  divisions  in  the  Colony  in 
w^hich  you  will  not  find  sufficient  men  whose  business  is  farming  to 
serve  on  such  a  Council.  The  men  who  might  be  competent  to  do  so 
are  all  actively  engaged  in  their  own  farming  pursuits. 

1079.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  With  regard  to  the  general  principle  of 
such  a  Council,  supposing  the  capable  men  could  be  found,  would 
that  alter  your  opinion  as  to  its  usefulness? — No,  I  do  not  think  it 
would  alter  my  opinion. 

1080.  Will"  you  tell  us  why  ? — Because  I  think  that  any 
Council  of  this  nature  would  have  to  be  more  or  less  in  touch 
with,  and  responsible  to  Parliament,  and  I  do  not  think  you  would 
get  the  Parliamentary  control  that  is  desirable  if  they  were  chosen  in 
this  way. 

1081.  Do  you  not  think  the  proposal  would  be  practicable  if 
such  a  body  were  brought  under  the  control  of  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment ?-^I  think  that  even  merely  as  an  advisory  body  it  is  im- 
practicable in  the  present  position  of  the  Colony. 

1082.  You  think  that  such  an  advisory  body  woiild  have  to  be 
in  absolute  touch  wuth  the  Parliament  of  the  Colony? — Yes. 

1083.  How  do  you  mean  in  touch  with  Parliament? — I  mean 
that  such  a  body  would  have  to  be  more  or  less  elected  by  Parlia- 
ment. 

1084.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  useful  thing  to  have  a  body 
in  tbe  country  who  would  l)e  selected  by  the  farmers  themselves, 
and  to  whom  the  Government  or  the  Agricultural  Department  might 
apply  from  time  to  time  for  information  and  advice? — Well,  I  think 
if  such  a  body  coidd  l)e  got  together  it  would  he  a  useful  thing. 

1085.  Do" you  think  that  supposing  the  right  class  of  practical 
farmers  could  he  found  to  form  a  kind  of  Advisory  Board  undei-  the 
Agricultural  Department  itself,  it  would  he  useful? — It  would  be 
useful  indeed  to  have  an  Advisory  Board  of  some  such  nature  in 
touch  with  l*arliainent  who  would  give  us  a  continuity  of  agricul- 
tural policy  in  the  country. 

1086.  Su^iposing  in  the  framing  of  the  Estimates  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agricultvu'e.  do  you  thinic  such  a  Board  might  give  advice 
when  these  Estimates  are  laid  before  Parliament?-  -I  think  if  you 
could  get  the  body  I  speak  of,  more  or  less  responsible  to  Parliament, 
and  in  the  ai)pointmenf  of  which  Parliament  would  have  some  say, 
it  would  be  a  good  thing. 
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1087.  Mr.  Ruhidge.]  You  said  you  thought  it  would  he  impossihle 
to  find  men  of  leisure,  ahle  to  devote  their  time  to  the  work  of  such 
a  Council?  But  you  do  not  surely  think  the  Council  would  sit  for 
more  than  three  or  four  days  ? — I  am  not  aware  at  all  how  long  the 
Council  would  sit. 

1088.  We  take  it  that  the  Council  would  be  more  or  less  similar 
to  such  a  body  as  the  Central  Farmers'  Association,  by  which  all 
these  matters  are  discussed.  T)o  you  think  a  body  of  that  nature 
would  be  of  assistance  to  the  country  ?--As  I  said  jjefore,  if  it  were 
in  touch  with  Parliament,  and  also  free  from  politics,  it  would  be  of 
use. 

1089.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  an  Advisory  Board? — Yes. 

1090.  With  regard  to  your  answer  as  to  the  working  of  the  Coun- 
cil, would  there  be  any  more  diflficuliy  in  getting  men  to  serve  upon 
it  than  there  is  in  getting  men  to  act  on  the  various  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciations throughout  the  Colony  ? — I  have  grave  doubts  whether  from 
many  districts  you  would  get  the  right  class  of  men  appointed  in  a 
Council  of  this  nature. 

1091.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  You  think  this  Council  would  be  un- 
workable ;  that  we  would  not  be  able  to  get  the  right  men  ? — I  think 
so. 

1092.  But  you  consider  that  such  a  Council  would  be  of  use  if 
it  could  be  got  together? — Yes. 

1093.  Do  you  not  think  we  could  get  one  good  man  from  each 
district  in  the  Colony? — It  would  all  depend.  I  have  no  definite 
knowledge.  It  would  depend  largely  upon  what  the  duties  of  these 
Councillors  would  be. 

1094.  Assuming  that  this  Council  were  only  going  to  be  called 
upon  to  meet  once  a  year,  and  for  two  or  three  days  at  the  outside, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  all  matters  affecting  agriculture,  and 
the  various  questions  laid  before  them  by  the  Government  of  the 
day,  do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  get  such  a  bodv  together? 
—As  I  have  already  said,  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  difficult  thing 
indeed. 

1095.  Even  if  they  were  only  to  come  together  once  a  year? — I 
•do  not  think  they  would  be  of  much  use  if  they  only  came  together 
once  a  year  for  a  few  days. 

1096.  You  understand  there  is  also  this  suggestion  that  they 
should  elect  a  Board  who  would  act  as  their  Executive  Committee? 
— I  understand  that  is  also  proposed. 

1097.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  Colony 
if,  once  a  year,  a  meeting  could  be  held  of  the  representative 
farmers  forming  this  Council,  one  sent  from  each  fiscal  division  of 
the  Colony? — It  savas  "  each  Divisional  Council."  I  feel  that  you 
would  not  get  the  right  class  of  men  as  representatives  of  the  farm- 
ing communitv,  if  they  were  expected  to  sit  long  enough  to  be  of 
any  real  practicala  use  to  the  country. 

1098.  If  that  argument  is  sound,  then  all  the  Farmers'  Congresses 
that  are  held  every  year  have  no  practical  use  because  they  only 
meet  once  a  vear? — No;  they  meet  as  individual  associations  and 
discuss  questions  for  weeks  and  months,  or  for  a  year  beforehand. 
At  the  annual  Congress  you  get  the  cream  of  the  work  done  during 
the  previous  twelve  months. 

1099.  Do  you  not  also  get  the  opinions  from  the  different  com- 
munities in  various  parts  of  the  country? — Yes,  these  annual  Con- 
gresses are  i-epresentative  of  the  various  Agricultural  Associations 
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in  which  the  members  do  take  ca  deep  interest  in  having  a  class  of 
men  capal)le  of  pushino  agriculture  ahead.  But  there  are  large  areas 
in  the  Colony  where  that  interest  is  not  so  keen,  and  where  you 
could  not  get  people  to  devote  the  time  and  intelligence  necessary 
for  the  working  of  a  Council  of  this  kind. 

1100.  You  think  we  could  not  rely  upon  getting  one  man  from 
each  fiscal  division? — It  says  two  men  and  a  nominee  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  think  it  would  l)e  very  ditificult  to  get  the  proper  class  of 
men  in  many  districts. 

1101.  .1//'.  Roclers^^  Do  you  think  the  country  is  ripe  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  these  Councils  and  Agricultural  Boards? — I  think  the 
country  is  ripe  for  the  estalilishment  of  an  Advisor}^  Board  to  the 
Government. 

1102.  Mr.  Blaine?^  Do  you  approve  of  the  principle  of  this  Agri- 
cultural Council? — I  approve,  provided  it  would  be  possible  to  get 
the  right  class  of  men. 

1103.  Then  you  think  there  are  certain  districts  where  the  right 
class  of  men  could  not  l)e  obtained  ? — I  do. 

1104.  Therefore  you  would  not  approve  of  the  formation  of  such 
a  Council  at  the  present  time,  because  there  are  districts  in  the 
Colony  where  we  could  not  get  capable  men? — I  think  it  is  going  too 
fast. 

1105.  You  therefore  jn'opose  to  wait  for  these  districts? — No,  I 
do  not  propose  to  wait.  I  think  the  first  step  should  be  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  Advisory  Board  of  Agricidture  to  the  Government. 

1106.  But  your  objection  to  this  Council  of  Agriculture  is  that 
you  think  there  are  certain  districts  where  we  could  not  get  suitable 
men? — -Yes,  as  a  practical  consideration,  there  are  many  districts 
where  you  would  not  get  suitable  men. 

1107.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  an  advan- 
tage to  the  country  to  have  such  a  body  appointed  on  democratic 
principles — men  actually  engaged  in  agriculture — and  selected  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  the  farmers  in  development? — I  think  you 
have  that  already  in  those  districts  where  sufficient  interest  is  taken 
in  agricultural  questions,  and  where  there  are  Agricultural  Asso- 
ciations. I  presume  when  you  speak  of  agriculture  you  include 
farming  of  all  descriptions,  pastoral  as  well  as  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil 

1108.  Do  you  not  think  that  in  districts  where  at  present  it  is 
hopeless  to  expect  the  formation  of  Farmers'  Associations,  a  scheme 
of  this  kind  would  gradually  lead  to  this  result,  that  farmers  would 
be  induced  to  take  the  necessary  interest  in  the  establishment  of 
such  a  body? — That  is  very  diflTicult  indeed  to  say.  In  many  dis- 
tricts they  have  not  formed  Farmers'  Associations  or  co-operated  in 
any  shape  or  form,  and  T  douhl  whether  many  of  these  districts  are 
yet  ripe  for  taking  part  in  a  project  of  this  nature. 

1109.  Presuming  that  such  an  organisation  was  in  working 
order  at  ])resent,  and  that  the  delegates  rejiresenting  anv  area  were 
emi)hatica]ly  the  right  sort  of  men,  in  terms  of  your  statement,  do 
you  not  think  that  such  delegates  when  they  returned  to  their  dis- 
tricts would  have  a  lieneficial  influence  upon  the  agriculturists 
there? — It  would  depend  cnlircly  upon  whal  class  of  men  (liey  were. 

1110.  Mr.  Oosthiiisen.]  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
for  Ihe  farmers  to  meet  once  a  year  in  Council  or  Congress,  Avhatever 
yon  mav  call  it,  in  order  lo  discuss  m;ill(M-s  directly  appertaining  to 
agricullurc,  with  the  object  of  advising  the  several  districts  from 
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which  they  come — leaving  aside  for  the  moment  the  question  how 
they  are  elected,  whether  by  Parliament  or  otherwise? — I  thinl<  that 
the  meeting;  together  of  farmers  to  advance  their  mutual  interests 
and  discuss  farming  questions  always  does  good,  but  this  is  arrived 
at  largely  from  their  own  Associations. 

1111.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  You  say  you  do  not  think  sufficient  in- 
terest is  taken  in  many  districts  with  reg;ird  to  agricullnro,  to  gei 
people  to  devote  themselves  to  the  intelligent  discussion  of  agricul 
tural  questions  or  take  any  interest  in  such  a  Council? — I  have  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  in  many  districts  it  has  ])een  shown  l)y  past 
experience  that  you  have  not  got  that  interest  in  Agricultural  Asso- 
ciations which  would  lead  one  to  think  many  men  would  interest 
lliemselves  in  the  Council. 

1112.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  the  farmers'  ))olitical  associations, 
the  Afrikander  Bond  and  the  League,  the  chief  questions  discussed 
are  agricultural  questions  and  matters  appertaining  to  farming? — 
I  have  not  followed  the  proceedings  of  these  l)odies  so  closely  as  to 
enable  me  to  say  what  are  the  principal  questions  discussed. 

1113.  But  such  questions  are  discussed,  Scab,  Irrigation,  the 
laws  of  Stock-theft,  Fencing,  and  matters  of  that  kind;  you  must 
have  knowledge  that  the  bodies  I  have  mentioned  discuss  these  sub- 
jects?— Yes,  these  questions  are  discussed  by  the  Associations  you 
have  mentioned. 

1114.  Do  you  not  think  if  you  could  get  them  to  see  that  this  con- 
templated scheme  was  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
farming  questions  solely,  apart  from  politics,  you  would  get  the 
same  class  of  people  to  take  an  interest  in  these  matters,  to  be  dealt 
with  bv  the  proposed  Council,  just  as  they  interest  themselves  in 
the  ])olitical  associations  ? — Past  experience  has  proved  that  in 
many  districts  it  is  impossible  to  form  Farmers'  Associations. 

1115.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  make  an 
attempt  to  get  the  farmers  in  those  districts  where  now  they  are  led 
to  mix  up  politics  with  agriculture,  to  discuss  agriculture,  apart  from 
politics,  by  the  formation  of  such  a  Council? — I  repeat  it  all  hinges 

'upon  whether  you  can  get  the  right  class  of  men  to  attend  this  Coun- 
cil. As  an  abstract  idea  I  approve  of  it,  provided  it  would  not  be  a 
burden  to  the  Colony.  You  have  already  expressions  of  opinion 
from  the  Farmers'  Associations. 

1116.  Mr.  Owm-Lewis.l  You  say  there  are  a  large  number  of  dis- 
tricts Avhere  there  are  no  Farmers'  Associations? — Yes,  and  that 
ought  not  to  be. 

1117.  Mr.  Riihidffp.']  Do  you  not  think  that  l)y  a  scheme  of  this 
nature  there  would  be  an  inducement  in  those  districts  where  no 
Farmers'  Association  is  working,  to  get  the  farmers  to  start  them? 
Would  this  scheme  not  prove  a  great  medium  of  educating  the 
farmers  up  to  a  right  appreciation  of  their  wants  and  interests? — 
That  can  only  be  answered  by  practical  experience  in  the  matter, 
by  having  such  a  scheme  working  for  a  certain  time.  It  might  very 
likelv  do  good. 

1118.  Mr.  Rorfrr?:.]  Do  voii  think  such  a  scheme  worthy  of  a  trial  ? 
— To  besjin  with,  T  do  not  think  the  election  of  two  men  by  the  Divi- 
sional Council  and  a  nominee  of  the  Government  constitute  a  prac- 
ticable method. 

1119.  Chairmaji.]  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  more  desirable  for 
the  members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  be  elected  by  (a) 
the  Committees  of  Agriculture,    which    should    be  formed  in  each 
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fiscal  division  and  elected  by  the  landowners  of  each  Ward ;  or  (6) 
that  they  should  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  fiscal  division  ? 
If  you  do  not  approve  of  either  of  these  methods  of  election,  what  do 
you  suggest  ? — If  there  were  to  be  such  a  Council  I  should  certainly 
approve  of  the  members  being  elected  by  the  farmers  of  the  districts 
concerned. 

1120.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  You  would  only  have  them  elected  by 
the  landowners  ? — No,  by  the  farmers ;  they"  need  not  necessarily  be 
landowners.  In  many  districts  the  farmers  rent  the  farms  they 
occupy. 

1121.  Chairman.]  Take  my  district  or  your  own  district;  do  you 
not  think  such  a  Council  would  bring  the  farmers  into  closer  touch 
with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  ? — Well,  it  depends  very  much 
upon  whether  the  members  of  Parliament  for  that  district  have  done 
their  duty  by  their  constituents. 

1122.  Mr.  Blaine.']  Do  I  understand  that  you  favour  popular 
election  in  each  district? — Yes,  in  preference  to  nomination  by  the 
Divisional  Council  and  the  Government. 

1123.  Chairman.]  With  regard  to  a  local  Board  of  Agriculture,  in 
the  district  where  you  live,  it  is  not  so  difficult  to  get  in  contact  with 
the  Government,  because  there  are  peo]:)le  there  who  can  readily 
communicate  in  writing  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and 
so  bring  their  requirements  before  the  Government.  But  there  are 
other  districts  not  so  favourably  circumstanced,  and  do  you  not 
think  if  these  Boards  and  Committees  were  formed,  it  would  be  an 
encouragement  to  the  farmers  in  such  districts  to  make  known  their 
wishes,  the  Board  supplying  the  Government  with  information  upon 
all  matters  as  they  cropped  up?  Would  farmers  not  l^e  induced  to 
improve  their  property,  and  go  more  to  the  Government  than  they 
do  at  present,  if  they  knew  that  some  of  their  own  people  were  sit- 
ting on  the  Board? — The  effect  might  be  as  is  said. 

1124.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  to  have  people  elected  for  the  purpose  of  working  in  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  district,  acting  as  an  intermediary  between 
the  Council  of  Agriculture  and  the  Government? — Yes,  you  must 
distinguish  between  the  Council  of  Agriculture  and  the  Advisory 
Board.  I  once  more  repeat  that  it  will  depend  entirely  upon 
whether  you  can  get  the  right  class  of  men  to  sit  on  these  Boards, 
but  in  certain  districts  you  cannot  get  that. 

1125.  You  know  how  Farmers'  Associations  and  Horticultural 
Boards  are  constituted? — Yes. 

1126.  They  have  no  official  standing  with  the  Government? — I 
think  a  quasi  official  standing. 

1127.  They  have  really  no  official  say? — No. 

1 128.  Tbey  are  there  to  discuss  questions  and  bring  influence  to 
bear  upon  the  Government? — That  is  so. 

1129.  But  they  are  not  recognised  officially  by  the  Government 
in  any  way? — To  a  certain  extent,  when  grants  are  made  to  them 
in  connection  with  poisoning  clubs  and  Farmers'  Associations. 

1130.  But  they  have  no  official  functions  such  as  are  suggested 
in  this  scheme? — No  administrative,  but  advisory  functions. 

1131.  Mr.  Owp.n-Levns^  You  have  read  the  memorandum  of  sug- 
gested reforms  for  the  reorganisation  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment?— I  have. 

1132.  The  question  last  put  to  you  by  the  Chairman  suggests 
that  instead  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  being  composed  of  men 
nominated  by  the  Divisional  Councils  and  the  Government,  a  local 
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Committee  of  Agriculture  siiould  be  established,  consisting  of  one 
or  two  members  elected  by  ballot  by  the  landowners  in  each  Ward, 
this  Committee  to  elect  one  of  its  members  to  serve  on  the  Council 
of  Agriculture.  Do  you  consider  it  would  serve  any  good  purpose  to 
establish  a  Local  Committee  of  Agriculture  in  each  fiscal  division? 
— It  all  goes  back  to  the  same  question ;  if  you  can  get  the  right  men, 
well  and  good,  but  if  you  cannot,  as  will  be  the  case  in  many  dis- 
tricts, then  you  may  establish  these  Boards,  but  you  will  get 
nobody  to  sit  upon  them. 

lio3.  In  these  same  parts  of  the  country  it  would  be  impossible 
to  start  Agricultural  Associations? — Yes,  it  has  been  impossible  in 
the  past. 

1134.  Assuming,  then,  that  there  are  parts  of  the  country  where 
you  cannot  even  get  men  to  sit  on  a  committee  of  a  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciation, do  you  not  think  it  would  be  worth  while  to  make  some 
attempt  all  over  the  Colony,  in  good  cases  and  also  in  indifferent 
ones,  to  get  the  farmers  to  organise  ty  establishing  themselves  in 
these  Committees  of  Agriculture? — Yes,  as  far  as  possible,  but  I 
would  make  use  of  the  districts  where  they  have  Agricultural 
Societies  and  similar  bodies  already. 

'  1135.  Take,  for  example,  the  district  of  Calvinia,  would  it  be 
possible  to  get  the  landowners  in  that  division  to  form  a  local  Com- 
mittee of  Agriculture,  presided  over,  say,  by  the  Civil  Commis- 
sioner? Would  the  existence  of  such  a  Committee  not  encourage 
farmers  to  take  an  interest  in  their  own  development? — We  hope 
it  would,  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  it  would  have  influ- 
ence with  them. 

1136.  But  if  such  a  committee  were  formed  in  each  fiscal  divi- 
sion, do  you  not  think  it  would  help  the  organisation  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  in  this  way,  that  it  would  bring  that  Department 
into  closer  touch  with  the  farmers  than  is  the  case  at  present? — I 
think  they  would  be  brought  into  closer  touch  through  the  Advisory 
Board  of  the  Agricultural  Department. 

1137.  But  in  addition  to  that  Advisory  Board,  do  you  consider 
it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  try  and  establish  local  Committees  of 
Agriculture,  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  fiscal  division? — It 
would  be  a  good  thing  to  try  such  an  experiment;  it  would  not  do 
any  harm. 

1138.  You  mean  if  it  were  tried  all  over  the  Colony? — It  would 
be  a  good  thing  to  try,  as  an  experiment. 

1139.  Such  a  Board  cannot  be  elected  without  legislation? — 
No. 

1140.  You  think  the  idea  is  a  good  one,  worth  trying? — Well,  as 
a  comprehensive  scheme  I  would  not  have  much  faith  in  it.  I 
believe  in  working  up  from  the  material  you  have. 

1141.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Do  you  thinly  such  a  scheme  as  the  formation 
of  these  Boards  is  worth  trying  in  this  country? — Yes,  I  do  believe 
it  is  worth  trying,  always  provided  it  is  no  great  expense  to  the 
country. 

1142.  With  regard  to  the  election  of  members  of  this  Council 
of  Agriculture,  would  you  allow  the  farmers  themselves,  the  Agri- 
cultural Societies,  the  privilege  of  electing  members,  or  would  you 
confine  the  election  solely  to  landowners  and  tenant  farmers? — I 
would  consider,  if  you  were  to  introduce  legislation,  you  could  not 
discriminate  between  districts  where  they  had  Agricultural  Societies 
and  where  they  had  not,  but  personally  I  would  favour  landowners 
and  tenant  farmers  having  these  elections. 
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1143.  Mr.  Oosthtiisen.]  You  are  in  favour  of  somebody  l)eing 
elected  in  each  fiscal  division  which  would  be  the  means  of  bringing 
the  farmers  into  closer  touch  with  the  Government? — As  far  as 
possible,  yes. 

1144.  Chairman^  You  will  admit  that  there  are  many  farmers  so 
Ijackward  and  so  encamjjered  with  difficulties  that  they  cannot 
make  any  progress  unless  they  get  a  little  assistance  in  some  way 
or  other  from  the  Government? — ^Charity? 

1145.  Not  charity,  but  assistance  to  work  up  their  farms  by 
means  of  irrigation  and  other  projects? — I  have  very  grave  doubts. 

1146.  You  will  admit  the  prosperity  of  the  country  depends  en- 
tirely upon  the  farming  community? — I  will  admit  that  the  farming 
industry  is  the  backbone  of  the  country,  and  I  think  it  is  the  duty 
of  I'arliament  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  assist  agriculture  b\'  wise 
legislation,  and  not  by  charity. 

1 147.  You  are  in  favour  of  this  i)roposed  Board  of  Agriculture? — 
Yes,  but  I  do  not  believe  in  nomination  by  the  Government.  A  cer- 
tain amount  of  representation  should  come  direct  from  either  the 
Agricultural  Societies  or  an  amalgamation  of  the  Societies,  and  the 
Parliament  of  the  Colony  should  nominate  a  certain  niuuber  of  the 
Boa.rd,  that  is,  the  Advisory  Board,  to  administer  agriculture,  with 
the  object  of  ensuring  continuity  of  policy. 

1148.  Mr.  O.wen-Lewis.]  You  w^ould  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  Par- 
liament and  not  in  the  hands  of  Government  ? — Yes. 

1149.  Mr.  Rubidf/e.']  The  members  elected,  as  you  suggest,  by  Par- 
liament, would  they  necessarily  be  members  of  Parliament? — No. 

1150.  Would  you  make  a  distinction  whether  they  should  be  or 
shoidd  not  be  members  of  Parliament? — I  would  prefer  that  they 
shoidd  not  be. 

1151.  Mr.  Blaine.]  You  say  you  would  like  the  Parliament  to 
nominate  a  certain  number  of  members  of  this  Board  ?  You  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  Constitution  of  our  Parliament? — Yes. 

1152.  Does  your  experience  of  Parliament  lead  you  to  think  that 
a  Board  nominated  by  Parliament  would  be  such  a  body  as  would 
gain  the  confidence  of  farmers  of  all  shades  of  political  thought? — 
I  think  so,  provided  they  were  nominated  by  the  Parliament  as  a 
whole,  and  not  by  any  Political  Party. 

1153.  I  take  it,  that  if  Parliament  were  nominating  members  of 
such  a  Board,  the  Party  Avhich  hap})ened  to  be  in  a  majority  would 
nominate  these  men? — No. 

1154.  How  do  you  get  over  that? — The  Government,  in  consulta- 
tion with  the  Leaders  of  the  Opposition,  would  agree  to  nominate  a 
certain  number  of  men.  They  w^ould  mutually  agree  as  to  the  men 
who  sliould  be  nominated. 

1155.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Supposing  the  Leader  of  the  Uijposition 
and  the  Government  were  unable  to  agree  upon  the  names,  then,  of 
course,  it  would  come  to  a  Party  vote? — I  would  try  to  ])rovide  some 
machinery  to  ])revent  it  being  a  Party  vote,  by  allowing  each  I'arty 
to  have  certain  nominations. 

1156.  Chairman.]  Is  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  it  exists  at 
the  present  time,  in  your  opinion,  sulhciently  in  touch  with  tlu' 
farming  community? — That  is  a  question  for  officers.  No,  T  do  not 
lliink  it  is  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  farniers. 

1157.  Mr.  Oosfhvisfn.]  Can  you  suggest  anything  lo  the  Commis 
sion  wherel)y  the  l)e[)artment    might    be   I)rought  into  better  touch 
with  the  farming  community  ?^There  should  be  an  Advisory  Board 
of  Agriculture. 
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1158.  Chairman.]  Do  you  coiisidci'  UiaL  it  would  toid  towards  the 
more  efficient  and  economical  administration  of  the  funds  voted  by 
l*arliament  for  agricultural  purposes,  if  the  e.\[)endilur('  and  coutrol 
of  these  moneys  were  left  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture  f— 
Yes,  1  think  so,  to  a  certain  extent,  but  you  cannot  remove  the 
rijsponsibility  from  the  head  of  a  Department,  and  Parliament  should 
have  the  Ihial  control. 

1159.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  approve  of  this  Board  having 
sonu'  voice  with  respect  to  the  framing  of  the  Estimates  for  Agri- 
culture to  be  submitted  to  Parliament? — Yes,  naturally. 

IIGO.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  You  think  the  Advisory  lioard  should 
have  a  voice  in  deciding  hov^  best  to  apply  any  money  voted  by  Par- 
liament for  agricultural  purposes? — Yes. 

1161.  Chairman.]  By  the  present  system  the  control  of  both  the 
clerical  and  professional  branches  is  brought  under  the  permanent 
head,  the  Under  Secretary-,  is  it  not? — That  is  so. 

1162.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  Under  Secre- 
tary should  have  some  broad  knowledge  of  agriculture,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  form  an  opinion  himself  on  questions  that  may  arise;? 
— I  think  it  is  desirable,  but  you  may  find  that  a  man  may  be  more 
capable  for  the  general  duties  of  the  permanent  officer,  even  although 
he  is  not  a  practical  farmer. 

1163.  Mr.  Oiven-Lewis.]  Do  you  approve  of  the  proposal  to  appoint 
a  permanent  Vice-President  of  the  Department,  a  man  who  would 
be  next  to  the  Minister,  but  outside  of  politics  ? — Y^es,  anything  which 
would  secure  a  continuity  of  policy  would  be  good. 

1164.  Chair77ian.]  If  the  Government  are  anxious  to  lielj)  the 
farming  community,  what  would  you  suggest  as  a  scheme  which 
would  at  the  same  time  protect  the  ratepayers  of  the  country  ? — In 
giving  financial  assistance,  I  would,  in  the  first  place,  devote  the 
money  to  helping  farmers  with  small  irrigation  works  all  over  the 
country,  so  that  they  could  grow  their  own  foodstuffs. 

1165.  What  security  would  you  propose  ? — You  have  an  Act 
already,  but  it  should  be  better  administered,  and  there  should  be 
certain  changes  with  regard  to  water  legislation,  to  enable  peo})le 
to  know  what  their  rights  are.  The  first  money  spent  should  be  to 
enable  people  to  carry  out  small  irrigation  works. 

1166.  I'ou  are  referring  to  the  Irrigation  Act? — Yes. 

1167.  Why  do  not  the  people  avail  themselves  of  that  Act  if  it 
is,  as  you  consider  it,  a  good  Act? — There  are  many  points  that 
might  be  modified,  for  instance,  with  regard  to  professional  assist- 
ance. I  would  largely  do  away  with  the  control  of  spending  money 
by  the  Agricultural  Department  and  their  professional  advisers. 

1168.  Do  you  not  think  there  is  an  equally  good  way,  by  autho- 
rising this  Advisory  Board  to  levy  a  rate  on  these  people,  sufficient 
to  cover  the  small  amount  of  interest  and  the  Sinking  Fund  i — The 
farmer  has  to  pay  interest  to  the  Government  in  any  case. 

1169.  Mr.  (Jwen-Lewis.]  Supposing  he  parts  with  his  farm,  the 
purchaser  would  know,  when  he  took  it  over,  that  he  would  have  to 
pay  so  much  a  year  to  the  Government  for  the  loan  which  had  been 
advanced  ? — The  Government  take  security  for  that  when  they  ad- 
vance the  monev. 

1170.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  The  present  Irrigation  Laws  only  allow 
the  Government  to  advance  money  on  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  the 
])roperty ;  supposing  there  is  a  mortgage  on  a  farm,  would  there  be 
any  objection  to  a  Government  advance  being  given?— If  the  Gov- 
ernment security  were  considered  to  be  doubtful,  steps  would  have 
to  be  taken  to  provide  against  possible  loss. 
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1171.  Would  not  a  rate  be  a  more  absolute  security  to  the  Gov- 
ernment?— It  might  be  found  to  work  more  easily. 
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Herbert  Purcell  Dennison,  examined. 

1172.  Chairman.~\  What  position  do  you  hold? — I  am  a  produce 
dealer  and  farmer  in  Mafeking. 

1173.  How  long  have  you  been  farming  in  this  country? — is  early 
all  my  life. 

1174.  What  class  of  farming  do  you  go  in  for?— Principally  stock 
farming. 

1175.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  systems  under  which 
Agricultural  Departments  in  other  countries  are  worked  ? — No. 

1176.  Have  you  read  the  memorandum  of  suggested  reforms  for 
the  re-organisation  of  the  Agricultural  Department? — Yes. 

1177.  Will  you  give  the  Commission  your  opinion  on  it? — I  con- 
sider the  suggestion  made  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  an 
Agricultural  Council  with  an  Agricultural  Board  a  good  one. 

1178.  Have  you  formed  any  idea  how  that  Council  should  be 
elected  ? — I  think  the  way  suggested  in  the  memorandum  will  answer 
the  purpose. 

1179.  In  the  memorandum  of  suggested  reforms  jiublished  by  the 
Government  it  speaks  of  employing  the  machinery  of  the  Divisional 
Council  for  the  election  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  do  you  sug- 
gest that  that  would  be  a  good  method,  or  do  you  think  there  should 
be  any  other  machinery  ? — I  think  the  Divisional  Council  idea  is 
very  well,  but  it  does  not  embrace  enough  of  the  farming  element  in 
the  district.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  it  done  through  the 
different  Farming  Associations  in  the  various  districts. 

1180.  And  where  there  are  none? — Then  by  the  Divisional  Coun- 
cil, but  preferably  by  Farmers'  Associations,  because  I  think  it  would 
be  more  comprehensive. 

1181.  You  would  not  allow  every  farmer  who  bears  the  name  of 
farmer — a  "  bywoner,"  for  instance — to  vote  for  a  delegate  to  the 
Council? — I  should  say  registered  landowners,  or  occupiers,  who 
pay  rent  over  a  certain  limit,  so  as  to  secure  their  standing. 

1182.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Do  you  think  the  country  is  ripe  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  Council  ;ind  Agricultui-al  Board? — Yes,  I  do.  We 
have  felt  the  want  of  them  for  a  long  lime  past. 

1183.  According  to  the  scheme  put  before  the  Commission,  75 
members  are  to  l)e  oloctod,  in  a  way  to  be  decided  upon,  and  the 
Government  nominates  a  number  equal  to  luilf  of  tliese,  which  would 
bring  the  total  number  of  the  meml)ers  of  the  Council  up  to  112.    Do 
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you  not  think  such  a  largo  body  would  be  rather  cumbersome  for 
the  purposes  for  which  it  is  intended  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

1184.  Mr.  Oosth'uisen.j  Do  you  not  think  that  the  (Jovernment 
should  not  nominate  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  members  as  half 
the  number? — Yes,  I  do. 

1185.  Dr.  Nobbs.j  What  proportion  would  you  suggest? — That  is 
difficult  to  say  just  now,  but  I  think  we  could  do  with  a  less  num- 
ber, because,  after  all  is  said  and  done  with  regard  to  this  Agricul- 
tural Council,  we  want  to  get  the  feeling  of  the  country,  and  1  do 
not  see  that  the  Government  nominees  could  assist  you  very  much. 
For  instance,  if  you  had  your  Civil  Commissioner  as  Government 
nominee  assisting  the  Agricultural  Council,  that  would  meet  the 
case.  I  would  have  one  Government  nominee  and  one  elected 
delegate  from  each  Province. 

1186.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  You  evidently  seem  to  think  that  the 
Government  nominees  would  not  necessarily  be  farmers,  but  sup- 
posing the  Government  were  restricted  to  nominating  farmers  in  the 
different  districts  to  form  part  of  the  Council,  in  the  same  way  as 
the  Government  have  the  right  to  nominate  members  on  the  School 
Boards  in  the  different  districts,  and  if  any  substantial  prominent 
man  had  been  left  off  this  Council  by  the  selection  of  the  peo})le, 
that  the  Government  could  then  have  the  chance  of  putting  that 
class  of  man  on  the  Council  as  long  as  they  are  practical  farmers, 
would  your  objection  to  this  proportion  still- hold  good? — My  objec- 
tion is,  that  1  consider  the  number  proj)Osed  to  be  nominated 
by  Government  too  cumbersome,  and  my  suggestion  would  be  one 
way  of  reducing  it. 

1187.  Supposing  instead  of  112  members  you  had  50,  do  you 
think  the  proportion  of  one  to  two  would  be  still  too  large? — No,  1 
think  that  would  meet  the  case. 

1188.  Your  only  objection  is  the  large  number? — Yes,  it  would 
make  it  expensive  to  start  with. 

1189.  Chairinan]  Would  you  like  to  see  a  representative  from 
each  district  on  that  Council  ? — Yes. 

1190.  Mr.  Oiwen-Lewis.]  If  your  suggestion  were  carried  out,  there 
would  be  nine  Government  nominees  instead  of  thirty-six,  which  is 
proposed  at  the  present  time  ? — ^Yes. 

1191.  In  this  scheme  it  only  allows  one  representative  to  sit  on 
the  Council  for  each  Fiscal  Division.  It  is  quite  possible  that  there 
might  be  two  or  three  good  men  whose  services  would  be  verv  use- 
ful  on  that  Council,  and,  if  they  happened  to  live  in  other  Fiscal 
Divisions,  would  probably  have  been  elected  to  serve,  but,  as  it  is,  if 
you  limit  the  Government  nominee  to  one  for  each  Electoral  Circle, 
it  would  mean  that  a  large  number  of  people,  who  would  do  a  lot  of 
good  by  being  on  the  Council,  would  be  excluded.  The  proposal  is, 
that  the  Council  should  only  meet  once  a  year,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment nominees  should  be  four  from  each  Province  for  each  Electoral 
Circle  for  the  Legislative  Council.  The  extra  expense  would  not 
mean  more  than,  say  at  the  outside,  £300  ? — Of  course,  I  take  it,  that 
if  you  have  these  men  elected  by  the  Divisional  Councils,  or  by  the 
Farmers'  Associations  in  the  district,  you  are  obtaining  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  the  district. 

1192.  But  some  of  the  districts  are  so  big,  and  it  might  be  quite 
possible  that  there  may  be  conflicting  influences  there  and  only  one 
would  be  represented,  but  if  the  Government  could  nominate  four 
men,  they  could  put  in  men  who  would  represent  those  interests 
which  were  not  represented.    The  idea  is  that  each  Fiscal  Division 
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shall  nominate  one,  which  would  make  sev^enly-live  members,  and 
the  Government  nominate  half  that  number.  Leaving  it  at  that,  it 
would  naturally  mean  that  the  Government  would  have  the  right 
lo  nominate  four  for  each  Gouncil  Circle,  which  cover  very  large 
areas? — Looking  at  it  from  that  point  of  view  to  avoid  difficulties 
that  might  arise  with  regard  to  the  representation  of  different  inter- 
ests, and  so  on,  I  think  that  would  be  a  better  plan. 

1193.  Mr.  Blaine^  You  said  that  you  thought  the  Council  was  too 
large  and  too  unwieldy  a  l^ody  for  the  purposes  it  was  intended  to 
serve.  Now,  do  you  think,  in  order  to  give  a  proper  representation 
of  all  people  in  the  Colony,  that  if  you  were  to  confine  the  functions 
of  this  Council  almost  entirely  to  the  election  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  who  would  be  elected  for  three  years,  and  you 
were  to  keep  that  Council  in  existence  as  a  body  to  be  summoned 
by  Government  in  case  of  emergency,  do  }'ou  still  think  it  would 
be  too  unwieldy  ? — No,  under  those  circumstances,  I  would  not  think 
it  too  big. 

1194.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  more  desirable  if  the 
members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  be  elected  by  {a)  Committees 
of  Agriculture,  which  should  be  formed  by  landowmers  in  each 
Ward,  so  that  they  should  be  elected  in  each  Fiscal  Division,  and 
elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Ward;  or  {h)  that  they  should  be 
elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division.  If  you  do  not 
approve  of  either  of  these  methods  of  election,  what  do  you  suggest? 
• — I  should  say  by  the  registered  landowners  of  the  district. 

1195.  You  do  not  mean  landowners  who  are  not  farmers? — No, 
[)eople  actually  engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 

1196.  Mr.  AbraJiamsoJi.]  Do  you  mean  by  that  owners  and  occu- 
])iers  of  land  up  to  a  certain  value,  or  would  you  allow  any  occupier 
of  land  ? — I  would  restrict  it  to  men  of  some  substance. 

1 197.  Do  you  not  think  that  these  suggested  Committees  nomin- 
ated in  the  different  Wards  and  Divisions  for  the  purpose  of  nomin- 
ating members  of  the  Agricultural  Council  should  remain  as  stand- 
ing Committees  in  order  to  be  available  in  case  of  emergency,  or  for 
any  other  purpose  when  the  Government  might  require  their  ser- 
vices ? — I  certainly  think  a  Committee  like  that  should  be  elected 
as  a  i)ermanent  Committee.  They  should  have  full  i)ower  to  act  in 
any  case  of  emergency,  and  their  suggestions  should  be  carried  out 
as  though  law,  and  be  confirmed  or  otherwise  afterwards. 

1198.  Do  you  think  they  should  assume  the  functions  of  an 
Advisory  Committee  to  theBoaril  on  matters  appertaining  to  their 
]);irticular  districts  if  submitted  to  them? — Yes. 

1 199.  Mr.  Chven-Lewis.]  You  prefer  that  the  Council  of  Agriculture 
should  consist  of  i)eople  who  are  elected  directly  by  landowners  in 
each  district  rather  than  it  should  consist  of  the  Chairman  of  each 
of  the  local  Agricultural  Committees  in  each  Fiscal  Division? — Yes. 

1200.  You  think  it  would  be  ])ettor  to  have  the  election  in  the 
Fiscal  Division  for  a  seal  on  the  Council  of  Agriculture  rather  than 
it  be  left  to  the  local  Committee  to  nominate?— I  think  it  wouhl  be 
better. 

1201.  That  would  entail  two  elections,  l)ecause  first  of  ail  you 
would  want  to  elect  your  local  Conmiittee,  and  this  local  Committee 
would  l)e  an  organised  body  in  the  Fiscal  Division,  to  whom  the 
Government  would  look  for  advice  with  regard  to  agricultural  mat- 
ters in  that  district,  and  that  the  suggestion  is  that  these  Commit- 
tees should  nominate  one  of  thi'ir  number  to  serve  on  \hv  Council 
of  Agriculture?-  You  couhl  get  away  from  that  by  getting  the  Com- 
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luittee  to  (dccl  one  of  their  iiieinhers.    tiiut  wouki  be  more  workjible. 

1202.  You  would  be  strouyly  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  a 
local  Conimitlee  in  each  Fiscal  Division? — Yes. 

1203.  That    this   Committee    should    be    elected    by    the    land 
owners  in  the  district? — Yes,  and  also  occupiers  with  certain  (juali- 
lications. 

1204.  Would  you  favour  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  the  district 
presiding  over  this  Committee? — Yes,  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to 
that. 

1205.  Mr.  Blaine.]  It  has  been  suggested  that  in  each  Field- 
cornetcy  in  each  district  there  should  be  elected  two  delegates,  that 
these  delegates  should  then  meet,  and  be  a  local  Committee  in  each 
Fiscal  Division.  That  the  local  Committee  should  be  the  body  which 
would  nominate  a  member  to  represent  them  on  the  Council.  Do 
you  ai)prove  of  that? — Yes. 

1200.  That  is,  you  would  delegate  the  election  of  the  Council  to 
the  Committee? — Yes. 

1207.  Y^ou  would  not  leave  it  to  popular  vote? — 1  should  say  not. 

1208.  Mr.  (hven-Lewis.]  Do  you  think  you  will  find  sufficient  peo- 
ple in  "each  Fiscal  Division  to  take  sufficient  interest,  seeing  there 
will  not  be  any  pay  connected  with  ihe  office? — It  is  always  vei-y 
difficult  in  matters  of  this  sort  to  get  any  public  interest  shown,  but 
I  think  if  a  Field-cornet  got  a  little  pay,  and  received  full  instruc- 
tions how  to  act,  it  would  work ;  but  where  you  expect  a  lot  of  these 
things  carried  out  by  Field-cornets  who  are  not  paid,  the  con 
sequence  is,  the  work  is  done  indifferently. 

1209.  Of  how  many  members  should  this  local  Conmiittee  con 
sist? — I  should  say  one  out  of  each  Field-cornetcy. 

1210.  How  would  they  be  elected — in  each  Field-cornetcy,  or 
bythe  whole  Division  by  popular  votes? — I  should  say  in  the  Field- 
cornetcy,  by  the  Field-cornet,  who  could  send  his  returns  to  the 
Civil  Commissioner. 

1211.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Would  you  have  the  election  of  the  Council  of 
Agriculture  be  by  popular  vote  throughout  the  district,  or  would 
you  have  it  by  the  local  Committee  of  Agriculture  '. — By  the  latter. 

1212.  Which  mode  would  be  more  ])opular  '. — The  election  of 
delegates  from  each  Field-cornetcy,  because  that  means  that  every 
local  section  will  take  an  interest  in  their  local  men. 

1213.  Mr.  Ou'cn-Lewis.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  these  elections  for 
the  local  Committees  being  by  ballot? — Yes. 

1214.  Mr.  Ro(fers.]  I  think  you  told  the  Conunisslon  that  you  con- 
sidered the  number  of  members  suggested  to  form  the  Council  too 
numerous? — Yes. 

1215.  And  you  suggested  that  each  Ward  in  a  Fiscal  Division 
should  return  one  member  to  the  Agricultural  Council? — I  said  the 
Government  should  nominate  one  member  from  each  Circle,  and  if 
you  had  one  member  elected  from  each  Fiscal  Division,  I  thought 
it  would  meet  the  case. 

1216.  There  are  seventy-five  Fiscal  Divisions,  therefore  that 
would  mean  seventy-five  members  would  constitute  the  Board,  be- 
side the  Government  nominees? — Yes. 

1217.  So  it  would  bring  it  to  the  same  number  you  condemned  ? 
■ — Yes,  it  seems  cumbersome,  but  after  considering  the  matter,  I  do 
not  see  that  there  is  any  way  to  work  it  otherwise.  I  was  not  clear 
when  I  gave  that  answer  to  a  previous  question,  but  having  had 
the  matter  explained,  I  do  not  see  how  you  are  to  get  over  the  diffi- 
culty. 
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1218.  Chairman^  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  proposed  Board  of  Agri- 
culture to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  by  the  Government, 
and  eighteen  members  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold 
office  for  a  period  of  three  years,  and  to  be  elected  in  the  following 
manner: — The  collective  representatives  on  the  Agricultural  Coun- 
cil from  each  of  the  nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative 
Council  to  elect  from  their  own  numbers  two  members  ? — I  think 
that  it  would  be  as  well  if  they  elected  two, members  from  each  of 
the  Circles,  and  the  Government  nominated  one  member  from  each 
Circle. 

1219.  Why  not  a  smaller  number,  and  make  it  just  an  execu- 
tive body  to  advise  the  Government? — Because  it  would  not  be  so 
representative.  I  look  upon  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  Colony 
as  most  important,  and  I  should  say  you  would  get  a  more  compre- 
hensive idea  of  what  is  required  by  having  three  members  from  each 
Circle  in  preference  to  one. 

1220.  Mr.  Blaine.']  You  would  not  think  of  having  only  repre- 
sentatives from  each  Circle? — No 

1221.  Would  you  confine  the  choice  of  Government  nominees  to 
each  Circle? — Yes,  one  from  each  Circle. 

1222.  Now,  taking  this  suggested  scheme,  does  not  it  seem  to 
you  that  you  would  have  too  large  an  institution  with,  first  of  all, 
your  local  Committee,  and  then  your  Council  of  Agriculture,  and 
then  your  Board  of  Agriculture  ? — I  do  not  see  how  it  could  be 
worked  on  a  smaller  scale.  It  seems  cumbersome,  but  I  do  not  see 
how  you  are  to  get  over  the  difficult}^  if  you  wish  to  get  the  feelings 
of  the  people. 

1223.  Chairman.]  Is  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  it  exists  at 
the  present  time,  in  your  opinion,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community? — No. 

1224.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  more  in  touch  with  the  farming 
community  if"  this  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  Council  of  Agriculture, 
or  a  Local  Board,  be  formed  ? — Yes,  I  am  sure  it  will. 

1225.  You  think  there  is  a  better  chance  of  the  country  being  de- 
veloped b}^  having  these  local  Boards  ? — Yes,  I  think  you  will  find  a 
great  improvement  in  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  Colony.  The 
idea  of  having  a  Board  of  that  description  is,  I  take  it,  to  get  the 
wants  of  agricultural  interests  placed  before  a  representative  body 
that  could  deal  with  them  intelligently. 

1225a.  You  think  the  farmers  would  avail  themselves  of  the 
local  Committee  in  order  to  bring  their  requirements  before  the  Gov- 
ernment?— I  am  quite  sure  they  will. 

1226.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  Is  anything  being  done  by  the  Depart- 
ment in  your  district  to  aid  the  farmers? — We  have  a  Government 
drill  for  water-boring. 

1227.  Is  the  boring  done  at  Government  ex]iense? — No,  we  pay 
a  maximum  charge  of  7s.  6d.  a  foot,  ;ind  a  minimum  charge  of  5s. 

1:228.  Chairman.]  Is  water-boring  all  that  is  necessary  for  the 
development  of  your  dislrict? — No,  I  think  there  are  a  good  many 
other  things  which  miglit  l)e  assisted  by  comprehensive  schemes 
which  could  only  be  carried  out  after  consideration  by  Boards  such 
as  you  ))ropose. 

1229.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  The  Agricultural  Department  has  made 
no  efforts  to  find  out  in  what  way  they  could  further  farming  in- 
terests in  yonr  district? — No. 

1230.  bo  they  ever  send  experts  round  to  your  part  of  the  coun- 
try?— I  have  never  seen  one. 
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1231.  It  is  chiefly  a  stock-farming  district? — Yes. 

1232.  Do  you  go  in  for  agriculture  as  well? — Yes.  We  have 
certain  parts  admirably  suited  for  agriculture. 

1233.  Would  agriculture  be  he]])ed  by  the  construction  of  small 
irrig;(tion  works  on  the  individual  farms? — Yes. 

1234.  No  effort  has  been  made  by  the  Department  to  find  out? — 
Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

1235.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  You  say  you  have  never  seen  an  agricultural 
expert  at  Mafeking? — No. 

J 236.  Are  you  aware  that  there  are  such  people? — I  have  never 
heard  of  one. 

1237.  What  do  you  do  in  your  district  in  case  of  the  outbreak  of 
Eedwater,  Rinderpest,  or  Lungsickness? — We  report  the  matter  to 
the  Magistrate,  and  he  reports  it  to  the  Government,  and  the  locality 
of  the  outbreak  is  segregated. 

1238.  Has  that  acted  satisfactorily? — No,  I  cannot  say  so. 

1239.  You  think  a  local  Committee  of  Agriculture  as  has  been 
suggested  would  be  of  use  in  these  cases? — Yes,  I  think  so.  For 
instance,  there  has  been  an  outbreak  of  Eedwater  on  your  borders 
for  soniQ  months  past,  and  if  you  had  a  Board  there  with  full  power, 
I  do  not  think  you  would  exjjerience  any  difficulty  at  all  with  regard 
to  the  movement  of  cattle.  If  you  had  these  representative  com- 
mittees in  each  district,  who  should  have  the  power  of  taking  abso- 
lute control  when  any  such  diseases  appear  on  your  borders,  they 
would  take  action  to  stop  them  from  coming  through. 

1240.  You  think  such  a  committee  is  necessary  in  every  district? 
—Yes. 

1241.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis?^  You  have  come  in  contact  with  the  far- 
mers in  your  own  district,  and  I  suppose  in  other  districts? — Yes. 

1242.  Do  you  find  the  farmers  of  this  Colony  are  satisfied  with 
the  way  the  Agricultural  Department  has  been  worked? — No,  I  must 
say  I  have  heard  great  dissatisfaction  expressed  generally. 

1243.  The  Agricultural  Department  spends  something  between 
£300,000  and  £350,000  a  year.  Do  you  think  the  Colony  up  to  now 
has  recived  an  adequate  return  for  that  expenditure? — No,  I  think 
not. 

1244.  You  think  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  reform  in  the  Agri- 
cultural Department? — I  am  sure  there  is. 

1245.  You  think  that  is  the  opinion  of  a  very  large  number  of 
farmers  in  the  Colony?— Yes. 

1246.  Certainly  of  those  with  whom  you  have  come  into  con- 
tact?— Yes. 

1247.  Br.  Nohls?\  When  you  had  Rinderpest  in  your  part  of  the 
world,  did  you  see  any  Government  officials? — During  the  first  out- 
break we  had  Dr.  Hutcheon  and  his  staff. 

1248.  When  you  spoke  of  agricultural  experts  you  used  the  term 
as  referring  to  agriculture  proper? — Yes. 

1249.  Mr.  Rogers?^  Is  there  any  tree-planting  carried  on  in  your 
part  of  the  country?— Very  little.  They  have  gone  in  for  it  in  Mafe- 
king, and  it  is  answering  veiy  well. 

1250.  If  a  branch  of  Forestry  were  established  in  your  part  of  the 
country,  would  it  improve  the  character  of  the  countrj'  very  much? 
— Yes,  very  much. 

1251.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.']  Do  you  find  it  confusing  that  the  boring 
department  is  in  the  Public  Works  Department?  "Should  that  not 
be  in  the  Agricultural  Department? — Yes,  that  has  always  appeared 
to  me  an  anomaly. 
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1252.  The  matter  of  irrigation  as  far  as  it  concerns  private  farms 
shoukl  V)e  under  the  Aijricultural  Department,  you  think? — Yes,  J 
think  so. 

1253.  Chairman.']  Is  there  a  great  demand  in  Mafeking  for  l)ores? 
—Yes. 

1254.  You  have  only  one  at  present? — Yes. 

1255.  You  think  there  is  a  great  chance  of  developing  the  coun 
try  if  you  had  more  bores? — Yes. 

1256.  Has  the  boring  so  far  been  satisfactory? — Yes,  we  usually 
get  water  at  40  or  50  feet. 

1257.  Mr.  (}we7i-Leivis.']  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  get  this  Gov- 
ernment water-])ore  ? — Eight  years  since  the  first  application  was 
made  for  it. 

1258.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  Is  water-boring  more  of  use  as  a  meang 
of  getting  water  for  stock,  or  do  you  also  use  it  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses ? — For  both. 

1259.  Is  water-lioring  adequate  to  any  extent  for  irrigation  pur- 
poses?— We  have  only  just  started,  and  so  far  the  results  are  very 
satisfactory,  but  I  think  if  carried  out  more  extensively,  agriculture 
would  l)e  greatly  assisted. 

1260.  You  have  not  to  go  to  great  depths  to  get  your  water? — 
On  the  average  to  50  feet. 

1261.  Have  you  invariably  been  successful? — Yes. 

1262.  Does  the  water  come  to  the  surface? — No,  we  have  to 
i:)ump  it. 

1263.  The  Government  allow  you  cheaper  rates  as  far  as  boring 
is  concerned,  but  do  you  get  any  other  assistance  with  regard  to  put- 
ting up  pumping  machinery  and  so  on  from  the  Government? — Not 
that  I  know  of.    I  know  of  no  regulation  to  that  effect. 

1264.  Mr.  Rociers.]  Are  there  many  1)oreholes  close  together  in 
your  part  of  the  country,  that  is,  within  a  radius  of  a  mile  or  two 
miles? — As  far  as  I  know  in  my  own  particular  ward,  that  is  Mafe- 
king,  I  should  say  there  were  three  lioreholes  within  a  radius  of 
about  four  miles. 

1265.  Was  there  any  lessening  of  water  caused  to  the  bores  pre- 
viously made  by  the  subsequent  ones? — No.  The  formations  are  so 
different. 

1266.  Mr.  Otwen- Lewis.']  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  proposal  to  have 
a  permanent  Vice-President  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture — an 
otBcial  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  try  and  preserve  a  continuity  of  the 
policy  of  the  Department,  and  be  outside  of  politics  altogether? — 
Yes,  I  should  cevlainly  advocate  that  you  have  a  Vice-President  such 
as  you  describe. 

1267.  Chairman.]  If  the  farmers  have  l)ores,  and  could  get  a 
better  sujijjly  of  water,  would  \-ou  ])e  al)l('  to  la'ep  more  stock  in  your 
part  of  the  country? — Yes. 

1268.  Is  it  through  want  of  water  that  you  cannot  keep  more 
stock? — No;  it  is  owing  to  the  diseases  which  have  broken  out 
among  the  cattle,  and  the  farmei's  have  been  afraid  of  investing  in 
hirge  numbers  of  stock.  If  you  had  the  country  develo])ed  by  l)oring, 
and  people  realised  they  could  get  water  at  a  reasonable  (U'|)th,  it 
would  mean  you  would  find  men  with  capital  talking  up  ground,  and 
goini!  in  for  ranches,  and  instead  of  the  country  Ix'ing  a  bowling 
desert,  it  would  become  a  good  ranching  country. 

1209.  Is  it  good  for  small  stock? — A  certain  class  do  very  well. 
1270.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  certain  class?     Persian  she(>]),  for 
instance,  and  in  Ibe  lower  ]iai'ts  of  \'i'yburg,  shee])  and  goats. 
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1271.  Do  you  consider  Dial  il  would  lend  towards  the  more  effi- 
cient and  economical  administration  of  the  funds  voted  by  Tarlia- 
ment  for  agricultural  i)ur|)()ses  if  the  expenditure  and  control  of 
these  moneys  were  left  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture? — I 
think  you  would  find  it  more  etficient  and  economical  than  the 
present  system.  My  reason  for  saying  so  is  that  such  a  Board  would 
1)6  more  capable  of  realising  how  the  money  should  Ix'  spent,  and 
Avould  be  moi'e  in  sympathy  with  the  people. 

1272.  Mr.  Blaine]  Is  it  your  deliberate  opinion  that  this  Boai'd 
should  be  in  a  position  to  dictate  as  to  the  money  to  he  exjjended  for 
agricultural  })urposes? — I  take  it  this  Board  would  bring  u))  a  report 
each  session  of  I'arliament,  and  it  would  be  on  that  report  that  the 
Estimates  would  be  framed. 

1273.  Your  suggestion  of  control  is  only  in  so  far  as  you  would 
make  this  Board  consulted  by  the  Minister  in  framing  his  Estimates 
for  Parliament?  You  would  not  allow  them  to  veto  expenditure?^ — 
No,  they  should  bring  up  their  report,  and  the  Estimates  should  be 
framed  from  their  rejiort,  and  a  certain  amount  would  l)e  voted  for 
agricultural  ])urposes. 

1274.  Would  you  give  them  a.ctual  control  to  administer  this 
money? — The  Minister  would  be  controlling  the  funds,  and  be  ad- 
vised by  the  Board. 

1275.  You  would  then  make  this  Board  a  Board  that  would 
aflvise  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  in  framing  his  Estimates  i-  Yes. 

1276.  You  would  not  give  them  further  control? — No,  except  that 
they  should  also  advise  with  regard  to  the  expenditure. 

1277.  Mr.  Oiren-Leivis.]  Would  you  approve  of  the  princi|)le  of 
Parliament  voting  a  certain  sum  of  money  which  would  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  this  Board  to  be  expended  in  developing  the  agricul- 
tiiral  resources  of  the  Colony? — That  is  what  I  meant  to  infer. 

Percy  Rodbard  Mo/lesori,  exammed. 

127S.  C/Hiinnan.]  What  are  you,  Mr.  Malleson? — T  am  Managing 
Dii'cclor  of  the  Cape  Orchards  Company,  Hex  River. 

1279.  Have  you  been  long  resident  in  this  Colony? — Twelve 
years. 

1280.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  systems  under  which 
Agricultural  Departments  in  other  countries  are  worked? — A  cer- 
tain amount  of  knowledge.  I  have  been  a  farmer  at  Home,  and  have 
had  a  certain  amount  of  experience  in  the  W'Orking  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Depai'tment,  both  in  England  and  here. 

1281.  Can  you  tell  us  how  the  system  is  worked  in  England? — 
Not  in  detail,  I  should  not  like  to  ,say  anything  about  it  authori- 
tatively. 

1282.  So  that  you  cannot  aj)ply  such  knowledge  to  this  country. 
Have  you  read  the  Memorandum  of  suggestions  as  to  reforms  for 
the  reorganisation  of  the  Agricultural  Department  in  this  Colony? 
— I  only  received  it  this  morning,  and  have  not  gone  into  it  very 
thoroughly. 

1283.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture, to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics, 
from  all  ]iarts  of  the  Colony:  the  duties  of  such  Council  to  be  (1)  to 
consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — I  am  in  favour  of  a  Board  of 
Agriculture,  but  not  in  favour  of  an  Agricultural  Council;  I  mean 
not  an  ordinary  Council  of  Agriculture. 
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1284.  Why? — I  should  strongly  object  to  an  Elective  Council. 
I  do  not  see  how  you  are  to  get  a  Council  elected  which  would  pro- 
jierly  represent  all  the  industries  of  the  country.  If  the  Council 
were  elected  through  or  by  the  Divisional  Council,  I  am  afraid  poli- 
ticians would  be  returned,  or  men  chosen  probably  for  some  other 
cause,  not  because  they  were  good  agriculturists.  Then,  to  my  mind, 
if  you  have  an  elective  body  you  will  have  certain  industries  very 
much  more  represented  than  others.  You  would  not  have  every  in- 
dustry in  the  country  properly  represented,  for  instance,  fruit-grow- 
ing. We  have  not  a  sufficient  number  of  fruit-growers  in  the  Colony 
to  secure  adequate  representation  on  any  such  proposed  Council. 

1285.  But  you  have  fruit-growers  in  the  Western  Province? — 
Yes,  we  have,  but  not  a  sufficient  number  to  enable  them  to  get 
proper  representation  on  the  Council. 

1286.  In  other  parts  of  the  Colony,  like  the  Eastern  Province, 
there  are  fruit-growers",  are  there  not? — Yes,  so-called  fruit-growers. 

1287.  Mr.  Rogers,  a  member  of  this  Commission,  has  4,000  fruit 
trees  on  his  place? — He  is  one  of  the  few  in  the  Eastern  Province 
who  have  fruit-trees  to  any  extent,  but  in  the  whole  of  that  part  of 
the  Colony  there  are  only  one  or  two  who  can  really  be  described  as 
fruit-growers. 

1288.  Therefore  you  think  that,  because  there  are  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  fruit-growers  in  the  Colony,  other  industries  must  be 
made  to  suffer? — Not  at  all,  there  are  other  industries  in  the  same 
position,  and  the  same  thing  applies  to  them. 

1289.  But  you  will  admit  that  the  back-bone  of  this  country  is 
agriculture,  and  the  object  of  this  Commission  is  to  try  by  some 
means  to  develop  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  country? — Yes. 

1290.  Mr.  Ab7'aJiamson.]  You  say  you  do  not  think  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  to  have  a  Council  of  Agriculture  elected  by  bodies  like 
the  Divisional  Councils  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

1291.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  different 
farming  industries  of  the  country  if  there  were  small  Committees 
representative  of  the  different  districts,  elected  by  the  farmers  in 
each  particular  locality,  not  having  executive  powers,  but  acting 
simply  as  consultative"  bodies? — I  see  your  point,  and  can  give  you 
an  instance.  We  have  two  Horticultural  Boards,  in  the  Eastern  and 
Western  Provinces.  The  Western  Board  has  sal  for  ten  years,  and 
recently  decided  upon  a  certain  proposal,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Eastern  Board.  It  was  then  referred  back  \o  the  Western  Board,  and 
so  the  whole  thing  goes  on  in  a  see-saw  fashion ;  therefore,  both  the 
Western  and  Eastern  Provinces  feel  very  strongly  that  there  should 
be  one  Board  of  Fniit-growers  in  the  country.  This  would  apply 
in  other  industries.     I  believe  in  a  Central  Board  for  each  industry. 

1292.  Different  suggestions  have  been  made  to  this  Commission 
with  regard  to  such  a  Council  of  Agriculture.  As  you  know,  the 
Government  Circular  says,  that  such  a  body  shall  be  elected  by  the 
Divisional  Councils,  with  one  Government  nominee.  There  is  an- 
other suggestion,  that  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture 
should  be  elected  by  Committees  to  be  formed  in  each  Fiscal  Divi- 
sion, which  Committees  are  to  be  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each 
Field -cornet's  Ward,  or,  alternatively,  by  the  ratepayers  of  each 
Fiscal  Division,  or  by  the  Farmers'Associations  and  Agricultural 
Societies  in  the  different  districts,  the  duties  to  be  similar  to  those 
at  present  performed  by  the  Farmers'  Associations  and  the  Farmers' 
Congress.  We  have  now  also  the  suggestion  that  there  should  be 
representation  bv  the  different  industries.  Now,  this  Council  of 
Agriculture  would  be  the  body  which  would  select  or  elect  the  Board 
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cf  A<>;riculture.  It  would  \)v  a  l)i^  Ixjdy,  wliicli  would  inciei,  [)erlia}).s, 
ouly  once  a  year,  hut  the  Board  of  Aoriculture  would  be  the  Execu- 
tive, having  the  power.  What  do  you  think  of  these  various  sug- 
ijestions  { — I  should  be  strongly  ajfainst  the  Divisional  Council  and 
ratepayers  making  the  selections  of  nienibershi}).  The  only  sugges- 
tion of  all  (hose  mentioned  I  would  be  inclined  to  favour  would  be 
that  the  different  industries  should  elect  a  certain  nund)er  of  repre- 
scnlatives.  Personally,  I  should  like  to  see  a  Central  lioiticulliiral 
Board,  and  also  a  Central  Board  for  all  the  other  industries,  select- 
ing one  representaive  each  to  sit  o)i  (h(>  main  Board,  whatever  \oii 
choose  to  call  it. 

1293.  Would  such  a  scheme  not  be  rather  ditticult,  considering 
that  the  industries  are  scattered?  You  have  in  every  se])arate  dis- 
Irict  different  industries  represented — sheep,  cattle,  hoi'ses,  (jst riches, 
even  fruit,  although  fruit  is  more  or  less  restricted  to  one  or  two 
districts.  How  would  you  manage  i — I  think  an  extremely  good 
Ihing  would  be  for  the  farmers  to  meet  one  another  and  discuss 
things.  They  would  thus  get  into  touch  with  one  another,  and  no 
farmer  ought  to  refuse  to  give  his  time  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
pi'oposed  Central  Board. 

1294.  But,  say  that  a  man  farms  with  sheep,  goats,  and  horses — 
would  you  give  that  man  a  vote  for  thi'ee  rei)resentatives,  because  he 
l)ractically  represents  three  industries? — That,  I  take  it,  would  be 
regarded  as  stock-farming  generally. 

1295.  You  think  that  representation  by  industries  would  l)e  best? 
For  instance,  the  horse-breeder  should  have  a  representative? — I 
have  not  thought  of  the  details  with  regard  to  stock-farmers.  My 
idea  is,  that  fruit  and  viticulture,  stock,  and  agriculture,  such  as 
grain  production,  and  ostriches,  should  each  be  separately  repre- 
sented. 

1296.  Then  your  scheme  is  that  such  a  body  should  be  elected 
by  industries  instead  of  by  areas  ?  How  can  such  a  thing 
be  brought  about,  so  as  to  fairly  represent  all  parts  of  the  country? 
—Well,  "for  example,  we  have  our  Horticultural  Board,  which  has 
worked  fairlv  well.  Each  Society  in  the  different  districts  sends  in 
one  or  two  members,  according  "to  the  number  they  represent.  I 
do  not  see  why  the  same  system  should  not  be  worked  with  other 
industries.  We  have  representatives  on  that  Board  from  all  parts 
of  the  Western  Province,  and  it  is  the  same  with  the  Eastern  Board. 
We  have  delegates  from  Graaff-Reinet,  Oudtshoorn,  and  many  other 
places.  . 

1297.  Then  your  answer  to  this  question  is  that  you  emphati- 
cally think  such  a  Council  of  Agriculture  should  be  chosen  by  the 
diffe'rent  industries?— Yes,  with  this  rider  added,  either  each  indus- 
try choosing  their  own  Board,  which  would  have  a  representative 
on  the  main  Board,  or  that  there  should  be  a  Government  nominee, 
each  nominee  representing  a  different  industry  on  the  main  Board. 
But  I  am  strongly  against  any  election  by  Divisional  Councils  or 

rateijayers.  -,    ^     -, 

1298.  Mr.  Blaine.]  You  mention  viticulture  and  fruit-growing  ; 
vxHild  vou  give  these  industries  the  same  representation  upon  the 
Board  or  Council  that  stock-farming  would  have,  in  a  country  like 
this  ?— I  think  vou  might  do  so  at  the  present  moment.  I  think 
fruit-Qrowing  and  viticulture  are  going  to  be  a  very  strong  industry. 
You  will  be  surprised  at  the  amount  of  capital  invested  m  it. 

1299.  Then  vou  would  give  viticulture  and  fruit-growing  the 
same  representation  upon  the  Council  as  you  would  m  the  case  of 

[G.  2—1905.]  ^ 


» 


ISO 

sbeep,  cattle,  horse,  and  ostrich  farming? — No,  I  do  not  think  I 
should.  I  have  not  gone  into  the  question  of  stock-farming.  I 
i^hould  give  them  a  very  strong  representation.  The  Governmi'nt 
ought  to  know  how  much  money  is  invested  in  stock-farming,  and 
fruit  and  grain  cultivation,  and  thus  the  representation  could  be 
regulated. 

1300.  You  would  give  your  representation  according  to  the 
amount  of  capital  invested? — Yes,  but  I  think  it  would  be  wise  to 
f)Sier  an  industry  by  giving  it  adequate  representation,  even  if  the 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  it  was  small. 

1301.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  establishing  some  sort  of  organ- 
isation with  reference  to  different  industries,  because  in  certain  dis- 
tricts other  industries  are  not  represented  by  any  sort  of  body  or 
organisation  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

1302.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  You  say  you  are  in  favour  of  some  kind 
of  body  answering  to  a  Council  of  Agriculture  in  the  country,  apart 
from  the  main  Board? — Yes. 

1303.  Practically,  you  are  in  favour  of  a  Board  nominated  by 
Government,  or,  as  an  alternative,  a  Board  nominated  by  the  various 
industries? — Yes. 

1304.  Chairman.]  Is  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  it  exists  at 
the  present  time,  in  your  opinion,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community  ? — I  would  answer  no;  undoubtedly  it  is  not 
sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  farmers. 

1305.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  What  means  would  you  suggest  to  bring 
the  Department  into  closer  touch  with  the  farmers? — I  would  sug- 
gest Boards,  like  the  Horticultural  Board,  working  the  different  in- 
dustries, the  farmers  co-operating  for  the  advancement  of  their 
})articular  industry.  I  should  also  suggest  that  the  "  Agricultural 
Journal "  should  be  verv^  much  more  wddely  distributed.  That 
journal  is  doing  extremely  good  work,  and  a  large  number  of 
farmers  read  it;  but  its  circulation  should  be  increased  and  the 
jtiiblicalion  aided  in  every  possible  way.  I  should  also  suggest  that 
there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  experts  connected  with  the 
Department.  For  instance,  in  my  own  industry,  that  of  fruit-grow- 
ing, there  is  practically  no  expert  at  all.  It  is  very  advisal)le  indeed 
that  some  qualified  man  should  go  about  and  assist  the  farmers  in 
selecting  sites  for  orchards,  recommending  what  varieties  of  fruit  to 
grow,  and  so  forth.  In  the  Eastern  Province  a  large  amount  of 
money  has  been  spent  absolutely  in  the  wrong  way,  for  want  of 
])roper  ex])ert  advice,  and  a  great  deal  of  that  money  will  be  wasted. 

1306.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Horticultural  Board? — I  am. 

1307.  How  is  it  formed? — Two  representatives  are  elected  by 
each  Horticullural  Society  and  Fruit-growers'  Association  in  the 
Western  I'rovince;  the  numl)er  elected  is  according  to  the  number 
of  fruit  trees  and  vines  they  represent.  Besides  that,  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  is  Chairman  of  the  Board,  on  which  also  there  are  a 
certain  nund)er  of  officials  of  the  l)e])ai-lnient,  (\r  officio,  sucli  as  Mr. 
i.MUiisl)ury,  Mr.  MacDeiinoll,  and  Mi'.  Dubois. 

130R.  What  ai'c  the  runclioiis  of  the  Board? — Advisory,  entirely. 

1309.  'I'hey  iiave  no  ofticial  status?-  No,  simply  an  Advisorv 
Boai-d. 

1310.  Yon  tliiids-  it   would  lie  for  liie  Itenefd  of  the  farming  in 
dustry  if  an  Advisory  Board  with  moie  powers  and  a  greater  oflicial 
recognition  were  formed  ?— I  do  not  sav  more  powers.       I  sliould 
]>o  recognised  otTicially  as  an  .\dvisorv  Board,  l)ul  1  sliould  not  allow 
them  to  have  any  control  in  money  mattei's, 
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1311.  You  say  that  more  could  be  done  by  the  Agricultural 
De])artment.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  Ex- 
pcrinu^ntal  Stations  in  diffei'enl  ))ai'ts  of  the  Colony  ? — Certainly,  I 
think  (hat  is  very  esseidial  indeed;  in  the  Eastern  Province,  not  so 
much  in  the  West. 

1312.  Do  you  think  these  Exi)eriTnental  Stations  should  be  run 
in  a  different  way  to  the  Agricultural  College  at  Elsenburg? — Very 
much  smaller. 

1313.  Would  you  run  these  Stations  as  ])ractical  farms  ? — To  a 
great  extent. 

1314.  So  as  to  make  them  self-supporting? — Yes,  certainly,  as  far 
as  possible. 

1315.  Mr.  Rvbidge.]  You  say  that  in  the  Eastern  Province  there 
are  a  great  many  orchards  wliich  are  absolute  failures  ? — I  think 
they  will  be. 

1316.  Under  whose  supervision  were  they  started?  Was  it  under 
Government  advice,  or  were  they  merely  left  to  the  individuals 
themselves? — I  believe  a  Government  oflficial  was  sent  round  to  give 
a  course  of  lectures,  but,  as  far  as  I  know,  most  of  the  men  started 
on  their  own  initiative.  It  might  possibly  be  that  the  Government 
oflficial  sent  to  give  a  course  of  lectures  induced  some  of  the  men  to 
invest  money  in  the  fruit  industry. 

1317.  Can  you  say  for  what  reason  these  will  be  failures  ? — 
Chiefly  want  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  farmers  themselves.  I 
think  the  farmers  might  have  been  materially  helped  if  there  had 
been  a  competent  man  to  advise  them. 

1318.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Can  you  name  one  orchard  in  the  Eastern 
I'rovince  that  has  been  a  failure  ? — I  think  a  great  many  will  be. 

1319.  You  mean  from  a  commercial  point  of  view? — Yes. 

1320.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  consider  that  the  farmers  in  your 
district  are  brought  sufficiently  into  touch  with  the  Department? — 
I  should  think  not. 

1321.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  generally  throughout  the  Colony 
are  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  Department  is  worked? 
— I  think  there  is  general  dissatisfaction  right  throughout  the  coun- 
try on  that  account. 

1322.  There  is  plenty  of  room  for  reform? — Yes. 

1323.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Why  do  you  think  that  the  orchards  of  the 
Eastern  Province  will  be  failures  ? — I  only  said  some  of  them  would 
be,  because  they  have  been  planted  with  wrong  varieties,  and  wrong 
sites  have  been  selected.  A  good  many  of  the  farmers  have  not  a 
sufficient  knowledge  of  marketing  and  growing  fruit  to  make  it  a 
success. 

1324.  But  they  can  acquire  a  knowledge  of  marketing,  surely? 
— Where  can  they  acquire  it  at  the  present  moment?  There  is  no 
one  to  teach  them,  unless  they  have  acquired  it  abroad. 

1325.  Our  fruit  marketing  in  the  Colony  has  been  brought  into 
a  favourable  position  by  some  people  engaged  in  the  industry.  Can- 
not the  farmers  get  ideas  from  them  ? — They  will  do  so  at  a  vei'v 
great  cost  to  themselves. 

1326.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Do  you  think  that  in  the  past  })olitical  con- 
siderations have  so  influenced  the  working  of  the  Department  that 
it  has  not  fulfilled  its  objects? — I  should  think  there  is  a  very  great 
deal  in  that.  In  many  cases  politics  have  entered  into  the  working 
of  the  Department  in  such  a  way  that  it  has  been  detrimental  to 
effective  administration.  ■" 
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1327.  Mr.  Oosthvisen.]  Have  you  any  experience,  outside  the 
fruit-orowing  districts,  of  other  districts  in  the  Colony?— Only  so 
far  as  going  about  in  the  Colony  a  great  deal. 

1328.  Do  you  think  there  "is  any  possibility  of  developing  the 
other  parts  ofthe  Colony  that  you  "have  seen?— I  certainly  think 
there  is  every  possibility  of  working  up  large  industries  right 
through  the  Colony. 

1329.  How  would  you  suggest  to  the  Commission  that  that  can 
best  be  done? — One  way  is  by  teaching  the  farmers  in  every  possible 
manner,  giving  them  sound,  practical  advice,  we  will  say,  in  water 
matters,  such  as  irrigation  and  boring;  also  giving  them  assistance 
in  learning  how  to  grow  fruit  and  vines  in  certain  districts.  I  should 
suggest  that  the  same  methods  be  applied  to  the  breeding  of  live- 
stock, although  I  am  not  a  stock-farmer,  and  to  all  other  farming  in- 
dustries. Further,  grain-farmers  might  l)e  taught  how  to  use 
manure,  for,  speaking  generally,  no  farmers  in  this  Colony  know 
how  to  use  it.  Neither  is  anyiliing  understood  about  the  rotation 
of  crops  or  grain  manures.  The  whole  manure  question  is  practi- 
cally unknown. 

1330.  Arising  from  that,  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  if  there  were  to  exist  some  local  l)ody  through  which  the  Gov- 
ernment could  communicate  to  the  farmers  all  kinds  of  useful  in- 
formation in  those  directions,  when  they  w^ant  to  hear  about  manures 
or  other  matters?  You  know  aljout  the  "Back  Veld"  Boer;  as  a  rule 
lu'  is  not  a  man  who  will  himself  communicate  with  the  Govern- 
ment, but  he  might  be  able  to  obtain  much  knowledge  through  the 
medium  of  some  local  organisation.  Is  that  not  so? — I  think  the 
Government  might  suggest  that  they  form  Farmers'  and  Fruit- 
growers' Associations  in  these  districts,  but  these  things  must  be 
worked  l)y  the  people  themselves.  I  am  strongly  against  Govern- 
ment pecuniary  help  and  interference.  Government  should  advise 
1'ut  not  help  financially. 

1331.  Still  you  would  be  in  favour  of  organising  a  body  which 
wouhl  give  soine  stimulus  to  farming  enterprise? — Yes,  that  is,  by 
tlie  farmers  being  in  touch  with  the  different  Associations,  which 
must  1)e  formed  l)y  the  peojjle  themselves  in  the  various  districts. 

1332.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.']  You  say  you  are  absolutely  against  Gov- 
ernment assisting  financially  any  schemes  for  promoting  agricul- 
tural enterprise.  Do  you  know  that  in  other  countries  such  a  mode 
of  assistance  exists? — Yes. 

1333.  For  instance,  in  Australia,  has  it  not  had  the  desired  effect 
of  fostering  production?— I  think  it  has  had  a  bad  effect.  I  think  it 
would  be  far  better  if  left  entirely  to  private  enterprise 

1334.  Are  there  not  a  large  number  of  men  in  your  part  of  the 
country  who  have  very  little  or  no  capital,  engaged  in  the  fruit  in- 
dustry, and  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  some  scheme 
of  co-operation  were  introduced  amongst  the  smaller  farnun^s  ? — 
Co-0]^eration  with  each  other  is  a  very  excellent  thing,  but  not  with 
the  aid  of  Government  money. 

1335.  But  would  il  not  i-e(juire  some  capital  in  order  to  nuike 
co-o])eration  a  success? — Yes. 

1330.  Do  you  not  th(>refore  tliink  that  there  should  l)e  some  ma- 
cliinery  by  whicli  men  wlio  arc  co  ojx'raling  to  foster  and  advance 
ihe  fanning  intUistry  might  be  able  to  get  caiulal  to  assist  them  in 
that  object  ?— No,  1  lliink  Dial  ought  lo  In-  left  to  private  enlei'ju-ise. 

1:537.  But  if  fh('\  iia\(vnol  snlTicienl  capital  amongst  tlieniselves 
to  enal)le  tlicni  lo  inidcilal<c  Ihal,  I  hen  according  to  your  opinion  it 
is  l)est  left  a](Mie  {  -Yes. 
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1:538.  How  would  you  foster  the  industry  of  that  })articulai'  dis- 
trict wlierc  the  fanner  are  ill-provided  with  capital?-  P>y  spreading 
aKroad  information  and  guiding  the  ideas  of  the  people. 

13:39.  But  take  the  wine  industry;  if  you  wanted  (o  have  co- 
operation in  that  you  would  require  central  wine  cc^llars,  storage, 
and  all  that  would  take  a  good  deal  of  ca))ital,  would  it  not? — Yes. 

1:340.  How  would  you  obtain  that  ca})ital  '< — Well,  as  you  know, 
one  or  two  syndicates  have  already  been  formed  in  the  Stellenbosch 
and  Paarl  districts  for  cstablisliing  central  wine  cellars. 

1341.  Is  that  not  amongst  the  more  advanced  men,  and  men  of 
capitaH — Yes. 

1342.  With  regard  to  the  poorer  men,  and  small  holders,  of  20 
or  50  acre  farms,  what  scheme  Avould  you  suggest?  You  admit  these 
men  have  not  enough  capital,  luit  if  they  were  to  combine  and  put 
together  all  the  money  they  individually  spend  in  wine-mal\ing,  and 
were  to  engage  competent  men  to  make  wine,  and  form  central  wine 
cellars,  the  industry  would  be  stimulated.  What  o])jection  would 
you  have  to  the  Government  making  a  loan  to  these  farmers,  under 
security,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  push  that  particular  branch  of 
farming? — I  do  not  approve  of  the  farmers  being  able  to  go  to  the 
Government  and  ask  for  money,  whether  it  is  for  killing  locusts  or 
anything  else.  They  should  go  to  a  bank  or  to  some  private  money- 
lender. 

1:343.  No  return  is  asked  for  the  money  ])aid  for  locust  destruc- 
tion or  for  jackals'  tails,  but  what  objection  have  you  to  the  Govern- 
ment lending  money,  under  security  and  on  payment  of  interest,  for 
lejiroductive  work? — I  would  have  no  very  strong  objection,  except 
that  Government  money  can  be  better  spent  in  other  ways.  I  do 
not  see  why  the  Government  should  act  as  a  money-lender. 

1344.  Supposing  a  farmer  requires  money  and  he  is  so  heavily 
mortgaged  that  he  cannot  raise  any  money  from  private  sources, 
what" then? — I  do  not  think  he  is  worth  encouraging.     I  think  he  is 
better  out  of  that  business. 

1345.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  if  he  goes  to  borrow  money  from  ordi- 
nary channels,  he  is  made  to  pay  enormous  interest? — I  do  not  think 
so.     Not  to  my  knowledge. 

1346.  Do  you  not  know  that  in  some  instances  he  is  compelled  to 
pay  as  much  as  25  and  50  per  cent.? — I  have  not  come  across  any 
such  cases. 

V3tt.  Chairman.]  You  do  not  require  any  assistance  from  the 
Government  ? — No,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  ask  for  it. 

1348.  Many  of  these  u})-country  farmers  urgently  recjuire  money 
for  such  purposes  as  irrigation,  and  if  the  Government  could  assist 
such  people,  and  at  the  same  time  obtain  proper  security,  what  ob- 
jection could  you  have?  Put  yourself  in  the  place  of  these  people. 
— If  he  can  give  good  security  for  a  loan,  surely  he  can  raise  money 
elsewhere. 

1349.  ]\l7\  Uwen-Lirwis.]  The  Rhodes  Fruit  Farms  had  a  good  deal 
to  do  with  the  development  of  the  fruit  industry,  had  they  not? — Yes. 

1350.  A  large  amount  of  capital  was  put  into  that  enterprise?— 
Yes. 

1351.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  existence  of 
Mr.  Rhodes  that  industry  would  never  have  come  into  lieing? — That 
IS  so  as  far  as  the  Rhodes  Fruit  Farms  are  concerned. 

1352.  You  do  not  believe  in  using  the  credit  of  the  State  to 
develop  the  resources  of  the  country  ?— J^Iot  by  money-lending. 
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1353.  Now,  sup))()sino-  a  man  who  has  a  knowledge  of  fruit-grow- 
ing wants  to  start  tliat  industry,  say  in  Calvinia,  liut  has  no  capital 
with  which  to  do  it ;  why  do  you  object  to  the  Government  being  em- 
powered to  advance  him  money  in  order  to  start  that  industry? — I 
think  the  Government  would  be  making  a  mistake  in  using  money 
for  such  a  purpose  as  lending  it  to  individuals  for  private  enterprise, 
\\  hen  it  might  be  devoted  to  much  better  objects.  The  public  money 
could  be  much  better  used  in  disseminating  knowledge  and  helping 
the  farmers  in  other  ways.  If  these  men  have  to  raise  money  on 
good  security  in  the  ordinary  commercial  way,  they  will  take  all  the 
more  trouble  in  develojjing  their  farms,  and  farming  in  the  best  way. 

1354.  The  only  suggestion  is  that  loans  should  be  made  either  to 
individual  farmers  or  associations,  to  enable  them  to  develop  the 
resources  of  their  district.  You  cannot  build  up  the  fruit  industry 
without  capital  ? — That  is  so. 

1355.  Would  not  that  industry  be  very  much  quicker  and  better 
))uilt  up  if  you  got  money,  say  at  4-^  per  cent.,  than  if  the  man  who 
borrows  has  to  pay  7  or  8  per  cent,  i — Yes,  that  is  true. 

1350.  You  think  the  effect  of  having  to  pay  7  or  8  per  cent,  would 
probably  cripple  the  industry? — Yes. 

1357.  Government  can  borrow  money  at  under  4  per  cent., 
and  can  lend  it  to  people  at  4^  per  cent.,  so  that  the  fruit  industry 
coidd  be  very  materially  assisted? — Oh,  yes,  but  very  great  care 
would  have  to  be  exercised  in  lending  that  money,  and  that  is  one 
of  the  reasons  why  I  do  not  see  how  you  are  going  to  safeguard  the 
Government. 

1358.  The  Government  suggests  this  financial  assistance  should 
be  sul)ject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture ;  what  do 
you  say  to  that? — I  have  no  very  great  objection  to  that,  as  long 
as  the  Government  is  properly  safeguarded,  but  1  am  afraid  the 
Avhole  thing  would  be  abused. 

1359.  Chairman.']  Would  you  approve  of  the  Government  going 
in  for  an  extensive  irrigation  scheme? — 1  would,  provided  it  is  a 
good  scheme,  and  the  Government  can  see  their  way  to  getting  their 
money  back. 

1360.  Mr.  Roaers.]  You  object  to  farmers  going  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  loan  of  money  to  develop  the  resources  of  their  farms? — 
Yes,  because  I  think  the  system  might  be  abused.  1  do  not  like  the 
principle  of  the  Government  "  chucking  "  money  at  the  farmers' 
heads  and  saying,  "Go  on  and  develop  your  farms."  I  have  no  ob- 
jection if  the  scheme  is  thoroughly  gone  into,  but  the  dissemination 
of  useful  knowledge  is  more  important. 

1361.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  that  a  Board  of  experienced 
]iractical  farmers,  ])r(>sided  over  by  the  professional  head  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Department,  would  be  more  likely  to  foiward  the  interests 
of  agriculture  than  the  present  system? — Yes,  that  is  my  opinion. 

1362.  .1/?*.  Blaine]  Do  you  lhinl\  such  a  Board  would  be  more 
popular  with  faruu'rs  throughout  the  country,  if  it  were  nominated 
by  the  I'artv  GovernmenI  which  might  hafjpen  (o  be  in  power  at  the 
time,  or  if  it  were  in  some  way  elected  by  the  people  Ihemselves? — 
I  think  the  best  farmers  would  prefer  nominated  members,  the 
election  to  extend  over  a  longer  ])erio(i  Ihaii  (he  existence  of  any 
Government. 

1363.  You  think  the  existence'  of  the  Hoard  should  overlap  the 
existence  of  a  (ilovt>rnment  which  nominated  the  nuMnl)(>rs  of  that 
Beard'— 'I'bat  is  so.  II  luiglil  iiol  woik  out  all  righl  the  tiisl  time, 
but  afterwjirds  if  would  do  sd. 
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lo()4.  11  ht'lng  your  o[)inion  that  at  present  ])ulitical  considcn'a- 
tions  enter  rather  too  largely  into  the  A<i;ricultural  Department,  do 
you  not  think  tliat  in  tiie  case  of  a  nominated  Board,  they  wouhl 
enter  still  more  largely  f — iNTo,  because  it  would  he  very  obvious  who 
ou.olit  to  be  nominatefi  and  w'ho  ouyht  not.  No  Ministcu-  of  Agricul- 
ture, however  much  he  might  be  poiilicjilly  biassed,  would  dare  to 
a])point  unqualified  men. 

13(55.  (  h(tirman.\  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  lend  towards 
the  more  efficient  or  economical  administration  of  the  funds  voted 
l)y  Parliament  for  atrricultural  purjioses,  if  the  ex])enditure  and  con- 
trol of  these  mon(\vs  were  left  in  the  bands  of  a  Boai'd  of  Agricul- 
ture?— No,  I  should  allow  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  have  abso- 
lutely nothing  to  do  with  money.  It  should  sim})ly  and  entirely  be 
an  Advisory  Board.  The  whole  of  the  money  to  be  spent  should  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  responsible  head  of  the  Department. 

1366.  M?-.  Owen-Lewis?^  When  the  estimates  for  the  Agricultural 
Department  are  being  prepared,  with  a  view  to  their  l)eing  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament,  do  you  not  thinl\  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if 
this  Board  were  to  be  consulted? — I  thinl<  the  Board  might  lie  con- 
sulted, but  the  Minister  should  be  in  a  position  to  take  its  advice,  or 
not,  as  he  likes.  It  should,  I  repeat,  be  purely  an  Advisory  Board, 
consisting  of  practical  and  experienced  men.  But  what  does  the 
stock-breeder  know  of  the  finances  of  the  country  ?  He  know^s  what 
is  good  for  his  own  industry,  but  he  cannot  advise  about  the  spend- 
ing of  money. 

1367.  He  could  surely  offer  advice  as  to  how  much  should  be 
put  on  the  Estimates  for  improving  the  industry  y — Yes.  but  the 
decision  should  be  loft  to  the  discretion  of  the  Minister.  It  would 
be  absolutely  wrong  to  saddle  the  Board  of  Agriculture  with  the 
responsibilities  of  spending  money. 


AFTERNOON  SITTING 


Hon.  Charles   William  Henry  Kohler,  M.L.C.,  examined. 

13G8.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  occupation,  Mr.  Kohler? — I  am  a 
farmer. 

1369.  Adhere?— In  the  Paarl  District,  Drakenstein. 

1370.  Have  you  been  farming  long  in  the  Colony  '. — Fourteen 
years. 

1371.  What  sort  of  farming? — Wine-farming. 

1372.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  systems  under  which  Agri- 
cultural Departments  in  other  countries  axe  w^orked? — I  have  some 
knowledge  of  the  way  in  which  Agricultural  Departments  are 
worked  in  America  and  New  Zealand ;  1  have  also  a  little  knowledge 
of  what  is  being  done  in  Ireland  at  the  present  moment. 

1373.  Will  you  give  us  your  experience  as  far  as  possible  ? — There 
are  many  good  things  done  by  the  American  Departments  in  the 
way  of  disseminating  literature,  etc.,  amongst  the  people.  Their 
Agricultural  Colleges  are  very  well  run,  and  run  at  a  very  cheap 
rate.  In  America"  every  ]30or  lad,  even  without  any  money  at  all, 
can  get  a  free  agricultural  education  ;  rather,  I  should  say,  there  are 
means  by  which  he  can  earn  the  amount  requiretl.  1  think  the 
charge  is  about  £30  a  year,  which  includes  food,  clothing,  and  all 
other  necessaries,  as  Avell  as  the  who^e  curriculum,  and  there  are 
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Certain  advantages  by  which  the  student  can  earn  that  amount. 
Then,  further,  the  American  Agricultural  Department  collects  infor- 
mation and  sends  out  its  l)ul]etins  on  all  sul)iects  of  interest  to  far- 
mers. That  is  a  system  which  any  De[)artment  of  Agriculture  might 
very  well  copy  with  advantage  to  farmers.  I  think  last  year  the 
State  Department  of  America  answered  something  like  300,000  letters 
sent  by  farmers  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  asking  for  in- 
formation on  agricultural  subjects.  I  have  seen  some  of  these  bulle- 
tins, and  they  are  very  niceh'  got  up,  so  that  they  take  hold  of  the 
people,  who  are  eager  to  read  that  class  of  literature.  One  of  the 
pu])lications  issued  in  America,  the  "  State  Year  Book,"  is  a  large 
volume  of  800  pages,  which  is  circulated  very  widely.  Each  member 
of  Congress  gets  a  number  of  copies  for  distribution  among  his  con- 
stituents gratis.  In  fact,  all  these  publications  are  distributed  gratis, 
which  is  very  different  from  this  countr3^  where,  if  you  want  to  get 
any  printed  information,  such  as  a  Blue-Book,  you  "have  to  pay  for 
it.  Just  before  my  election  to  Parliament,  I  wanted  to  obtain  some 
Blue-Books  and  had  to  pay  something  like  a  sovereign  for  the  few 
publications  1  required.  That  is  all  very  well,  but  if  a  poor  man 
takes  sufficient  interest  in  his  country  to  want  a  Blue-Book  for  his 
information,  he  should  be  able  to  get  it  free.  In  the  American 
Department  of  Agriculture,  also,  they  have  different  bureaus.  They 
carefully  study  the  rainfall  of  the  countr\',  and  every  day,  through 
the  Post  Office,  the  farmers  can  get  information  as  to  the  amount 
of  rain  likely  to  fall  next  day  or  the  day  after.  This  enables  them 
to  get  in  their  crojis  and  carry  out  other  operations,  and,  possibly, 
saves  them  a  good  deal  of  money. 

1374.  So  lliat  the  Agricultural  Department  in  America  takes  a 
very  keen  interest  in  the  farming  [)opulation  ? — Very  keen  indeed. 
I  believe  the  present  Minister  for  Agriculture  is  taking  a  very  great 
interest  in  Agricultural  Education.  He  is  just  now  issuing  to  the 
ditferent  schools  throughout  the  States  packets  of  seeds  and  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  the  cultivation  of  small  plots  of  garden  ground, 
and  the  children  are  taking  up  the  sul)ject  readily.  In  this  way 
townspe()|)le,  who  have  little  plots  of  ground,  are  becoming  interested 
in  a.griculture  generally.  Even  those  who  have  not  had  much 
ex|uMienci'  of  the  country  are  learning  to  take  an  inteiest  in 
the  land,  and  this  mav  probably  aifect  them  advantageously  in  after 
lift. 

1375.  Have  you  read  the  Memorandum  of  suggested  reforms  for 
the  re-organisation  of  the  Agricultural  De})artment  ? — 1  have  done  so. 

1376.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics, 
fi'om  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council  to  l)e  (1)  to 
consult  on  all  (piestions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
upon  schemes  submitted  to  them  ? — It  all  depends  upon  how  that 
Council  is  formed.  In  hudand  there  is  an  Agricultural  Comndssion 
formed  fron)  the  Rural  Councils,  which  appoint  a  certain  number, 
and  a  certain  number  are  appointed  by  the  Government.  As  a 
general  princi|)le,  I  am  in  favoui'  of  something  being  done  on  the 
lines  suggeslcMl.  \  imi  in  I'axour  of  \\\c  constitution  of  the  Council  as 
mentioned  here. 

1377.  Mow  would  you  suggest  that  they  should  he  elected  or 
i.oininatcd  '  Do  yon  consider  that  it  would  ))e  more  desirable  for 
the  nicndxTs  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  \)v  elected  by  (a)  a  Com- 
ndttee  of  Agriculture  which  sJiould  be  formed  in  each  Fiscal  Divi- 
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siun  and  elected  l)y  the  laTidowiievs  of  each  Wanl,  or  (b)  that  they 
(should  be  elected  by  the  raie[)ayers  of  each  i^'iscal  i)j vision  < — I 
would  suggest  this,  that  instead  of  having,  as  in  Ireland,  a  Board 
of  Agriculture  representing  the  whole  of  the  fanners,  whether  en- 
gaged in  dairy-farming,  [xilafo  farming,  or  cattle-ljreeding  in  a  more 
or  less  small  way,  the  Board  in  this  Colony  should  be  differently 
formed.  Here  we  have  wine  farnung,  grain-farming,  and  stock- 
farming,  all  of  which  are  quite  ditferent  from  each  other.  Therefore, 
instead  of  one  large  Board,  there  should  actually  be  three  Boards. 
Fiom  Farmers'  Associations  could  lie  electeci  one  large  Council, 
to  consist  of  so  many  members,  and  which  would  practically 
l;e  what  you  might  call  an  "  Agricultural  Parliament." 
Thr  interest  of  the  fruit-growers  are  however  so  ditfcrenl 
from  those  of  the  sheep-farmers  and  grain-growers,  that  it 
would  not  be  advisable,  perhaps,  for  one  branch  or  district  of  the 
farming  industry  to  legislate  for  or  administer  the  funds  which 
would  go  to  another  district.  The  sheep-farmers  would  not  under- 
stand so  well  as  w^e  do  what  we  would  require  as  fruit-growers  or 
wine-farmers.  Three  dit^:'erent  Boards  might  be  elected  in  a  man- 
ner somewTiat  similar  to  the  Horticultural  Board,  Avhich  works  fairly 
well.  That  Board  is  elected  from  the  Fruit-growers'  Associations, 
and  if  we  had  Farmers'  Associations  formed  right  through  the  coun- 
try, you  would  find  that  the  men  who  take  an  interest  in  agricul- 
ture would  join  these  Associations.  It  might  be  said  that  all  the 
farmer's  are  not  represented  on  these  Associations,  but  they  might 
easily  become  so.  No  very  heavy  charge  is  entailed  l)y  belonging 
to  an  Association  of  this  kind,  and  men  who  take  a  real  interest  in 
agricultural  improvements  will  readily  join.  Having  elected  the 
tiiree  different  Councils  or  Associations,  as  rejiresenting  the  various 
branches  of  the  farming  industry,  these  might  elect  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  as  the  Executive. 

1378.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  give  more  satisfaction  if  such 
a  Council  were  elected  by  each  Field-cornetcy  or  Division  ? — It 
should  be  elected  from  each  Fiscal  Division,  each  Fiscal  Division 
having  a  Farmers'  Association,  the  latter  having  a  right  to  appoint 
one  or  two  members  of  the  Board. 

1379.  Then,  if  there  is  no  Farmers'  Association  or  Committee  of 
Agriculture  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  farmers,  do  you  think 
members  of  the  Board  could  be  elected  without  a  Committee? — I 
should  say  so.  If  a  district  has  not  sufficient  interest  in  farming  to 
form  a  Farmers'  Association,  it  has  no  right  to  be  represented  on  a 
Board  like  that.  Farmers  in  all  parts  of  the  world  meet  together — 
that  is,  farmers  who  wish  to  improve  their  methods  and  advance  the 
industry.  In  America  last  year  there  were  something  like  2,000 
different  Farmers'  Associations  having  meetings,  and  some  of  these 
were  largely  assisted  by  the  Government.  In  some  instances  as 
much  as  £1,000  was  granted  by  the  Government  to  an  Association. 
In  addition,  the  Government  sent  round  men  to  lecture  to  them,  and 
gave  their  officials  to  help  in  carrying  on  the  work,  to  act  as  Secre- 
taries of  the  Associations.  In  this  Colony  it  frequently  happens 
that  our  Farmers'  Associations  carry  resolutions  which  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  take  any  notice  of ;  but  if  these  Associations  had  their 
representatives  on  this  Agricultural  Board,  the  Government  would 
be  bound  to  pav  attention.  These  ])odies  need  not  altogether  be  on 
the  lines  of  our  "Farmers'  Associations.  We  started  some  of  our  Asso- 
ciations as  Fruit-growers,  but  in  order  to  broaden  them  out  we  made 
them  Farmers'  Associations. 
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l;380.  Mr.  AbTa/uauson.]  You  say  that  in  your  opinion  it  would  be 
better  to  have  three  Councils  instead  of  one  large  Council,  and  you 
favour  the  idea  that  they  should  be  selected  by  the  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciations in  the  different  parts  of  the  country.  Can  .you  tell  us  how 
these  Farmers" Associations  are  usually  formed? — Either  the  Magis- 
trate and  Civil  Commissioner,  or  some  leading  farmer,  issues  a  notice, 
asking  the  farmers  to  be  present  at  a  meeting  convened  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  an  Association. 

1381.  Do  they  require  any  qualifications  ?  Are  all  those  who 
wish  to  become  members  landowners  and  farmers? — They  should  be 
farmers.  In  some  districts  others  join  wdio  are  not  farmers.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  a  good  thing  that  these  other  men  should  join.  In 
Constantia  there  are  a  large  number  of  men  who  are  memljers, 
although  they  are  not  farmers.  We  do  not  exclude  them  if  the}^  wish 
to  join. 

1382.  In  your  opinion,  wherever  farmers  meet  together  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country,  as  an  Association,  they  should  l)e  the  bodies 
that  should  work  this  scheme  ? — Yes,  because  they  are  the  men  w^ho 
take  the  greatest  interest  in  the  improvement  of  their  farms. 

1383.  You  have  observed  from  the  Government  Memorandum 
that  the  proposal  is  to  exclude  politics  absolutely,  if  possible,  from 
any  scheme  of  this  kind.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  this  Colony  the 
majority  of  Farmers'  Associations  are  really  Political  Associations — 
such  as  the  Afrikander  Bond  and  the  League? — Not  the  Farmers' 
Associations,  such  as  we  have  here. 

1384.  You  said  just  now  that  as  long  as  Farmers'  Associations  in 
all  parts  of  the  Colon}'  meet  together  they  should  work  this  scheme. 
Now,  the  Afrikander  Bond  and  the  League  are  mostly  concerned 
with  agricultural  subjects,  although  they  discuss  political  subjects 
as  well?  Is  it  not  so? — I  do  not  call  them  Farmers'  Associations. 
The  Bond  is  not  recognised  as  a  Farmers'  Association.  The  Bond  is 
recognised  as  a  political  liody. 

1385.  And  the  League  also?  "Would  you  exclude  the  League  as 
well  as  the  Afrikander  Bond? — I  should  not  consider  them  as  Far- 
mers' Associations. 

1386.  You  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  these  Boards 
to  be  rather  selected  by  landowners  and  occupiers  of  land  up  to  a 
certain  value,  in  the  different  distrcts:  men  having  an  actual  stake 
in  the  district? — You  might  do  it  in  that  way.  You  might  confine 
the  Farmers'  Associations  to  landowners  and  farmers  alone.  I  think 
the  farmers  themselves  are  th(>  men  who  should  take  part  in  this 
representation. 

1387.  Do  you  prefer  that  to  the  idea  that  they  should  be  selected 
])y  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division  ^ — They  shoidd  cei'tainly 
not  !)('  selected  by  the  ratepayers. 

1388.  Then  there  is  another  scheme,  that  they  should  be  selected 
by  the  various  farming  industi'ies  of  the  country,  giving  representa- 
tives to  the  fruitgrowers,  horse-breeders,  and  so  on.  What  is  your 
opinion  of  that  proposal? — That  is  the  meaning  of  my  suggestion  for 
the  three  Councils. 

13«9.  Would  you  have  se])arale  Councils? — Yes. 

i:>00.  But  sup])osing  you  have  in  one  district  or  division  fruit- 
growers, grain-growers,  and  stock-farmers,  and  you  want  that  divi- 
sion represented  on  the  Council  ;  would  you  rather  that  each  of 
these  industries  should  hav(>  separate  re])resentatives,  distinct  from 
one  another,  or  that  they  sliould  ;ill  coinljine,  as  landowners  or  occu- 
piers of  l;md,   in   th(>   clcrlion    of   iiicudx'rs?- — A  great  deal  depends 
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upon  how  lar<)o  you  arc  ii.om<r  lo  make  I  lie  Council.   You  have  a  large 
iiunilter  of  Fiscal  Divisions. 

i;J9J.  The  GovennueJit's  idea  is  lliat  each  lJivisi(jii  should  have 
only  one? — In  that  case  you  would  get  your  selection  from  the 
]"anners'  Associations,  because  tlu>  majority  of  the  men  on  the 
Farmers'  Association  Avould  he  a  majority  of  the  farmers  in  that  dis- 
trict, whether  fruit-growers,  grain-farmers,  sheep  breeders,  horse- 
breeders,  and  so  on.  By  Farmers'  Associations  I  mean  Associations 
composed  of  bona  fide  farmers,  owning  or  occui)ying  the  land. 

1392.  Mr.  RvMdgc]  Do  you  say  that  farmers  in  the  "  back  coun- 
try," who  do  not  form  Associations,  should  be  left  out  in  the  cold?— 
I  do  not  quite  say  that.  An  effort  should  l)e  made  amongst  them 
to  form  Associations.  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty 
if  they  knew  that  the  formation  of  these  Associations  would  mean 
representation.  Farmers  are  only  too  anxious  to  get  together  and 
discuss  matters. 

1393.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  "  back  country"?—!  know  a 
little  about  it. 

1394.  Are  you  aware  that  farmers  in  those  districts  are  often  18 
or  20  miles  apart? — Yes,  and  I  am  also  aware  that  they  will  go  a  12- 
hours'  journey,  or  longer,  to  attend  a  political  meeting.  If  they 
would  not  travel  that  distance  to  discuss  farming  matters  pure  and 
simple,  that  only  shows  that  they  do  not  take  sufficient  interest  in 
agriculture. 

1395.  Do  you  say  you  would  be  inclined  to  exclude  these  people  ? 
— I  do  not  think  so,'  because  when  they  find  it  is  to  their  interest  to 
obtain  representation,  and  that  in  order  to  get  it  they  must  form 
themselves  into  an  organised  ijody,  they  will  do  so. 

1396.  Do  you  think  the  Government  would  be  right  in  introduc- 
ing a  Bill  to  exclude  certain  portions  of  the  country? — I  do  not.  Gov- 
ernment should  not  exclude  certain  portions. 

1397.  In  that  case  will  you  not  be  bound  to  admit  certain  dis- 
tricts of  the  Colony  where  no  Farmers'  Associations  have  been  estab- 
lished ? — Immediately  after  such  a  Bill  became  law,  there  is  nothing 
to  ptrcvent  the  farmers  being  convened  in  order  to  form  an  Associa- 
tion. In  fact,  it  is  not  necessary  to  be  an  Association  to  meet  every 
week,  or  even  every  month.  They  may  even  meet  only  once  in  three 
months,  and  it  is  only  right  that  men  who  have  discussions  of  this 
kind  should  be  represented. 

1398.  Have  you  had  any  experience  with  reference  to  Civil  Com- 
missioners calling  meetings  of  ratepayers  and  farmers? — Yes,  I  have 
had  experience  even  in  this  district.  I  know  of  a  case  the  other  day 
where,  in  order  to  consult  the  ratepayers  of  Rondebosch  or  Clare- 
mont  regarding  the  Municipal  Unification  Scheme,  the  Mayor  called 
a  meeting.  Although  the  matter  was  a  most  important  one  to  the 
whole  district,  the  only  persons  who  turned  up  were  the  Mayor,  two 
other  Councillors,  and  one  ratepayer.  The  same  thing  might  hap- 
pen up-country,  l)ut  it  does  not  mean  to  say  that  because  only  one 
ratepayer  turned  u]).  Municipalities  are  of  no  good  in  that  district, 
and  are  not  representative  bodies. 

1399.  Do  you  not  think  such  an  experience  is  more  likely  to  hap- 
pen in  up-country  districts? — It  is  just  as  likely.  Last  week  at  the 
Paarl,  where  we  have  a  strong  Association  of  120  members,  who  had 
most  important  Bills  under  consideration.  Bills  which  will  have  a 
ver}'  far-reaching  effect,  such  as  the  Insect  Pest  Law,  also  this  very 
Commission,  a  meeting  was  convened  to  discuss  these  matters.      I 
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AVHjit  from  Cape  Town  to  attend  this  meeting,  and  only  six  members 
wei'L'  tliere,  although  it  was  well  advertised. 

1400.  Mr.  Owe7i.-Lewis.]  You  agree  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  far- 
mers throughoiit  the  Colony  should  be  organised  ? — Certainly,  I  do. 

1401.  And  you  think  it  very  desirable  that  in  each  Fiscal  Divi- 
sion there  should  be  a  l)ody  to  represent  the  landowners  in  that  dis- 
trict?— Yes. 

1402.  You  think  that  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  country 
if  it  were  possible  to  ensure  that  in  every  Fiscal  Division  there  was 
a  body  elected  by  the  landowners  in  that  district  ?^It  would  be  of 
immense  value. 

1403.  Do  you  also  approve  of  the  principle  of  this  Council  of 
Agriculture? — I  do,  most  strongly. 

1404.  Do  yon  think  it  is  desirable  that  there  should  be  unanimity 
all  over  the  Colony  as  to  the  method  by  which  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil should  be  elected? — I  do. 

1404a.  You  do  not  think  it  would  do  to  elect  in  one  part  by 
popular  vote,  and,  in  another  part,  for  the  Agricultural  Society  to 
elect? — I  do  not. 

1405.  You  also  think  it  is  desirable  that  every  district  in  the 
Colony  should  be  represented  in  that  Council  ? — Yes. 

1406.  Are  you  aware  that  there  are  very  large  districts  in  this 
Colony  where  no  Agricultural  Society  or  farmers'  organisation 
exists? — I  am. 

1407.  The  pro])osal  is  that  the  landowners  in  each  Field- 
cornetcy  should  elect  by  ballot  one  or  two  men;  that  these  repre- 
sentatives of  the  different  Field-cornetcies  included  in  each  Fiscal 
Division  should  meet  together  and  form  a  permanent  local  Com- 
mittee. If  this  were  carried  out  every  Fiscal  Division  would  have 
a  local  Committee,  in  all  prol)al)ilily  presided  over  by  the  Civil 
Commissioner.  Do  you  not  think  that  would  be  advantageous? — I 
do  not  know  that  it  would  l)e  more  advantageous  than  the  other 
proposal. 

1408.  Would  it  not  be  advantageous  in  this  way?  At  present 
there  are  very  large  districts  where  no  agricultural  organisation 
exists.  If  an  Act  of  Parliament  were  brought  in,  under  which  the 
Civil  Commissioners  would  hold  an  election  in  each  Fiscal  Division, 
by  taking  a  poll  in  each  Ward,  the  men  who  are  keen  agriculturists 
would  stand  as  candidates,  and  would  he  returned  as  members  of 
the  local  Committee.  Therefore,  there  would  be  brought  into  exist- 
ence, in  ever\^  Fiscal  Division,  a  Committee  of  practical  farmers?  Is 
it  not  so? — And  there  the  matter  would  end. 

1409.  That  is  the  first  step.  The  suggestion  is  tliat  tills  Commit- 
tee should  I)e  there  for  the  Governmenl  to  consult  on  local  questions 
affecting  the  administration  of  the  Department,  and  to  lay  before 
the  Government  any  (piestlons  atTecting  the  farming  industry.  What 
is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  tliat  proi)osal?  It  would  be  all  right 
so  far  as  the  Government  consulting  with  them  is  concerned,  but 
that  would  not  lead  tf)  any  discussion  of  agrleidtural  mailers  n(ir  (o 
an  Improvement  in  the  dlsli'lct. 

1410.  Why  would  it  not?  Take  the  case  of  a  Division  with  five 
Field  cornetcies.  Ten  men  would  ])e  elected  as  a  Comniill(>e  of  Agri- 
culture for  that  Fiscal- Division,  nnd  the  Civil  Commissioner  would 
preside  over  lliciii.  Why  woidd  tlic>  iiol  discuss  matters  affecting 
Ihcir  own  industry  when  nou  have  oi'^anised  them  and  bnnight 
Iheni  together?-  Well,  these  men  would  l)e  e](>cled  for,  say,  three 
yenrs,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  elected,  (he  Interest  is  done,  just 
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like  an  election  for  a  meml)ei'  of  Parliament.  When  he  is  elected,  in 
a  broad  way  certain  portions  of  the  constituency,  or  one  or  other 
person  wants  this  or  that  done,  and  the  people  as  a  body  are  not 
brouiihl  to<rethor  for  the  discussion  of  matters.  If  these  men  were 
elected  to  Associations  it  would  lead  to  the  starting  of  other  Asso- 
ciations and  to  keeping  them  up,  because  the  members  would  be 
moving  l)aclvwards  and  forwards  between  their  Associations,  as  is 
!lio  case  with  the  Horticultural  Board.  They  would  know  what  was 
going  on  in  their  district,  and  the  farmers  in  the  district  l)eing  mem- 
bers, Avould  discuss  agricultural  matters. 

1411.  But  surely  the  ten  ])eople  elected  for  any  Fiscal  Division 
{supposing  there  are  five  Field-cornetcies)  would  discuss  all  ques- 
tions just  as  readily,  and  if  it  were  necessary  to  obtain  the  opinion 
of  the  district  they  could  easily  call  a  meeting  of  the  farmers  '( — 
That  would  possibly  be  the  case,  but  you  would  really  be  going  back 
to  the  forming  of  Farmers'  Associations  at  once. 

1412.  That  is  what  we  want  to  do.  We  want  to  get  Farmers' 
Associations  esta])lished  in  every  district? — Well,  that  is  all  right. 

1413.  But  what  we  do  not  want  are  experiences  similar  to  those 
of  your  Paarl  Association,  where  at  a  meeting  convened  to  discuss 
verj'  important  questions,  only  six  people  turned  up.  Do  you  follow 
me  ? — Yes,  but  the  same  thing  happened  at  Rondebosch. 

1414.  Does  it  not  rather  point  to  the  hopelessness  of  trying  to 
work  through  these  Associations,  where  you  cannot  get  any 
attendance? — That  does  not  follow.  At  another  meeting  a  month 
ago,  held  at  the  Paarl,  with  reference  to  the  diseased  vine  question, 
50  or  60  people  turned  up. 

1415.  Whom  do  the  120  members  of  the  Paarl  Association  repre- 
sent?— Principally  the  farmers. 

1416.  Any  storekeepers? — One  or  two. 

1417.  Any  of  the  local  attorneys? — I  think  there  is  one,  but  he 
is  a  farmer  as  well. 

1418.  Is  there  a  hotel  proprietor  who  is  a  member? — Yes,  but  he 
is  also  a  farmer. 

1419.  Well,  you  say  your  Paarl  Association  consists  of  120  mem- 
bers, and  yet  only  six  were  present  at  an  important  meeting? — Yes, 
l)ut  as  I  have  said,  we  had  a  very  large  meeting  a  month  ago. 

1420.  If  your  suggestion  were  carried  out  would  it  not  be  the 
case  that  such  districts  as  Calvinia,  (Tanwilliam,  Van  Bhyns- 
dorp  would  be  absolutely  unrepresented,  because  they  have  got  no 
Farmers'  Associations  ? — They  would  be  started. 

1421.  But  would  they  be  representative  of  the  farmers? — I 
think  they  would  ])e. 

1422.  Do  the  Dutch  farmers  join  these  Associations? — They  are 
principally  Dutch  farmers.  I  do  not  mean  an  Agricultural  Society; 
we  have  that  as  well. 

1423.  Well,  you  say,  "  Start  Farmers'  Associations  to  carry  out 
this  scheme  " ;  who  is  going  to  start  them  ? — I  say  the  Civil  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Division  should  call  the  farmers  together  to  discuss 
the  matter.  He  would  show  them  that  it  would  be  to  their  advan- 
tage to  organise  themselves ;  and  would  inform  them  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  willing  to  send  a  man  to  talk  to  them,  once  every  three 
or  six  months,  regarding  better  sheep,  the  best  grain  to  be  sown,  and 
all  other  important  matters. 

1423a.  Would  vou  be  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  these  Com- 
mittees of  Agriculture  in  each  Fiscal  Division? — I  should  not  oppose 
tiiem  if  there  Avas  no  other  method  of  doing  the  work  ;  but  if  you  ask 
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me  which  is  going  to  benefit  the  conntry  most,  then  I  say  Farmers' 
Associations  properly  carried  out,  as  they  are  in  America. 

1424.  Are  you  aware  that  a  Congress  was  held  at  Grahamstown 
a  few  months  ago  at  which  only  19  districts  were  represented,  three 
of  these  lieing  out  of  one  constituency? — That  is  always  the  fault.  If 
you  call  a  political  meeting  you  get  500  men  to  attend  quite  easily, 
but  if  you  convene  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  agricul- 
tural matters,  you  have  the  greatest  difficulty. 

1425.  In  the  course  of  your  14  years'  experience  have  you  ever 
called  a  meeting  at  which  only  very  few  people  attended  ? — Yes. 

1426.  Is  your  objection  to  these  Local  Committees  that  they 
would  be  too  small,  and  that  you  want  to  see  large  meetings  called  ? 
— Farmers'  Associations  have  not  been  sufficiently  developed,  or 
sufficiently  understood.  People  have  not  l)een  shown  effectively 
enough  tlie  benefits  they  would  obtain  by  such  organisations.  But 
now,  if  you  give  them  this  promised  representation,  it  will  be  an  en- 
couragement to  these  Farmers'  Associations  to  go  ahead. 

1427.  Do  you  not  think  these  Local  Committees  would  serve  that 
purpose? — These  Local  Committees  may  be  representative  of  the 
farmers,  but  I  do  not  think  they  will  sufficiently  educate  their  dis- 
tricts. I  do  not  think  the  ideas  they  receive  will  be  conveyed  with 
sufficient  force  to  their  respective  districts. 

1428.  Would  not  benefit  arise  if  the  Government  experts  were 
to  go  round  and  lecture  to  the  farmers,  whether  there  was  a  Farmers' 
Association  or  a  Local  Committee  ? — What  I  should  favour  would  be 
the  American  system  of  giving  them  a  l)it  of  organising.  Take  the 
Paarl  district;  there  we  should  have  a  proper  organisation  and  a 
proper  Secretary;  and  all  information  could  be  given  on  the  grafting 
of  trees,  or  the  establishment  of  an  Agricultural  Bank,  or  any  other 
subject,  such  as  the  purchase  of  manure,  etc.  A  great  deal  of  the 
success  of  these  things  depends  u])()ii  the  Secretary.  If  you  have  a 
real  live  man  as  Secretary  you  can  make  it  a  success.  Assistance 
would  have  to  lie  given  by  the  Government.  There  would  have  to 
be  a  paid  man  to  cany  out  these  co-operative  movements,  and  you 
can  only  do  all  this  by  organisation. 

1429.  Would  you  have  the  organisation  elected  by  the  land- 
owners and  farmers? — I  would  confine  it  to  the  farmers  and  land- 
owners alone. 

1430.  Is  not  your  proposal  very  much  on  all  fours  with  the  sug- 
gestion to  form  tiiese  Local  Committees '. — The  only  difference  is  that 
you  would  have  this  organised  body  or  association  holding  meetings 
and  discussing  matters  of  general  farming  interest. 

1431.  Mr.  Blaine.']  Do  you  wish  to  keep  out  of  the  election  of 
these  Councils  all  political  considerations? — Yes. 

1432.  Do  you  think  you  would  secure  that  if  you  left  the 
elections  in  the  hands  of  tlie  Farmers"  Associations? — I  think  w^e 
would.  These  farming  associations  generally  exclude  politics 
altogether. 

1433.  In  such  a  conservative  country  as  this,  do  you  think  you 
could  l)uild  on  the  foundations  of  the  existing  Farmers'  Associations 
an  organisation  which  would  be  popular  with  the  farmers  of  the 
country,  of  all  shades  of  political  opinion  >  You  need  not  name  them 
exactly  Farmers'  Associations.  You  need  not  take  the  existing 
Farmers'  Associations,  but  you  could  have  an  organisation  of  the 
samp  kind. 

I4;J4.   Do  you  undeistaiid  tliat  in  the  scheme  submitted  to  this 
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Commission  there  is  provision  foi'  two  organisations,  first,  a  Coun- 
cil, and  then  a  Board  1 — Yes. 

1435.  Do  you  wish  to  add  a  third  organisation— your  Farmers' 
Associations r"  I  sl\()tdd  he  very  sorry  to  see  the  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions done  away  with  in  the  country. 

1436.  There  is  no  jiroposition  to  do  so.  I  am  asking  if  your  sug- 
gestion is  really  an  additional  organisation? — It  is  an  organisation 
which  exists  in  every  country;  I  mean  Farmers'  Associations. 

1437.  We  have  it  that  ai  the  Conference  at  Grahamstown  only 
19  districts  were  represented.  What  is  your  comment  upon  that  ? — 
You  have  a  difficulty  with  everything  in  the  shape  of  organisation, 
but  there  is  no  question  about  organisation  doing  good. 

1438.  Do  you  think  an  additional  organisation  should  be 
created? — I  say  that,  in  giving  these  Associations  representation, 
you  are  giving  them  some  encouragement  to  take  more  interest  in 
their  work  than  they  have  done  in  the  past. 

1439.  Now,  for  the  Council  of  Agriculture  the  proposal  is  to 
elect  by  some  means  one  representative  from  each  Fiscal  Division. 
Do  you  think  if  the  election  were  made  by  ballot,  of  all  the  farmers 
in  a  district,  it  would  l)e  a  popular  thing? — I  daresay  it  would  be 
popular,  but  the  most  popular  is  not  always  the  most  useful,  or  is 
going  to  do  the  best  for  the  country. 

1440.  Would  you  prefer  that  the  delegates  from  the  various 
Field-cornetcies  of  a  Division  should  elect  the  Council,  or  that  it 
should  be  done  by  popular  vote? — It  is  very  difficult  to  say  w^hich 
would  give  the  Ijest  men.  The  delegates  appointed  in  the  different 
Field-cornetcies  might  possibly  select  the  best  men. 

1441.  Su})posing  you  did  constitute  these  Local  Committees  as 
permanent  Local  Boards,  to  whom  would  these  Committees  make 
representations  of  the  requirements  of  the  district — to  the  membei' 
of  the  Council  for  the  district  or  to  the  Government  direct? — I  sup- 
pose they  would  make  their  representations  to  their  member  of 
Council. 

1442.  You  still  think  it  a  good  thing  to  keep  them  as  permanent 
Local  Boards,  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  various  districts? — It 
depends  on  the  functions  you  would  give  them. 

1443.  That  is  what  I  wish  to  find  out.  If  you  have  this  as  a  per- 
manent Committee,  to  whom  would  they  make  representations,  to 
their  member  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  or  to  the  Government 
direct? — I  should  say  they  w^ould  be  morally  bound  to  make  them 
to  their  representative. 

1444.  You  are  in  favour  of  that  method  of  electing  members  of 
the  Council? — I  do  not  say  I  am  in  favour  of  it.  I  say  you  might 
probably  get  the  best  men  in  that  way. 

1445.  You  favour  the  Farmers'  Associations? — Yes,  because 
through  them  you  are  going  to  do  the  greatest  good  to  the  country 
as  against  those  other  proposals. 

144(1  Mr.  Oosthiiisen.]  Would  such  a  body  as  it  is  proposed  to 
elect  in  each  Fiscal  Division  be  always  calculated  to  do  good,  inde- 
pendent of  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  Farmers'  Associations? — 
It  depends  very  much  upon  the  districts ;  in  some  districts  I  would 
say  yes ;  in  others  they  might  not  be  able  to  do  good.  If  it  were  an 
irrigation  district,  such  a  Committee  might  be  of  some  use,  ])y  ])ring- 
ing  fresh  lands  under  cultivation,  and  the  formation  of  Village  Set- 
tlements. For  instance,  when  this  last  new  disease  in  the  vineyards 
In'oke  out,  if  such  a  Committee  had  existed,  it  would  have  been 
easier  for  the  individual  farmer  to  approach  this  Committee  so  that 
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speedy  representations  covild  be  made  to  the  Government,  instead 
of  waiting  until  tlie  farmers  called  a  meeting.  But  the  farmers 
in  this  case  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  Government  to  move  in 
the  matter. 

1447.  You  admit  that  farmers  in  the  western  part  of  the  Colony 
are  very  near  to  the  Government,  and  it  is  not  so  difficult  with  them 
as  with  the  far  distant  districts  to  approach  the  Government.  Con- 
sequently you  agree  that  there  is  a  likelihood  of  the  proposed  Local 
Committees  doing  some  good  in  the  interior  districts? — Yes,  they 
would  get  into  closer  touch  with  their  members  of  the  Council  of 
Agriculture,  T  take  it,  when  Government  did  not  attend  to  repre- 
sentations. These  representations  would  have  more  w^eight.  Their 
recommendations  should  go  through  the  member  representing  them 
on  the  Council  of  Agriculture. 

1448.  Mr.  Ahrahamson^  With  regard  to  the  selection  of  this 
Council,  I  understand  you  prefer  it  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Farmers' 
Associations,  and  would  you  also  give  the  Agricultural  Societies  a 
vote? — I  would  have  certain  rules  with  regard  to  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions, as  to  the  way  meml)ers  of  them  should  be  elected.  At  present 
they  are  elected  anyhow.  There  should  also  be  rules  in  which  way 
they  are  to  be  called  together,  so  that  every  fanner  would  be  sum- 
moned to  a  meeting  for  the  selection  of  the  Committee. 

1449.  Then  it  would  not  be  the  present  organisation  of  Farmers' 
Associations?— No,  T  do  not  think  it  should  l)e.  It  should  1)e  the 
Farmers'  Associations  elected  in  a  different  way. 

1450.  As  a  matter  of  fact  do  you  say  you  are  against  the  Afri- 
kander Bond  or  the  League  having  any  voice  in  this  work? — I  say 
there  should  be  no  politics,  as  an  organised  body. 

1451.  But  would  you  like  to  give  them  a  vote  as  farmers? — Yes, 
every  farmer  would  have  a  vote. 

1452.  And  you  would  like  them  to  join  in  this  new  association 
for  the  selection  of  members  of  this  Committee  or  Council,  as 
farmers? — Yes,  it  is  of  advantage  to  every  farmer  to  join. 

1453.  Therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  seeing  that  the  pre- 
sent Farmers'  Associations  are  not  up  to  your  desire,  and  that  it  is 
verv^  difficult  to  discriminate  between  political  and  non-political 
Farmers'  Associations,  a  popular  selection  by  the  farmers  in  the 
district  would,  perhaps,  in  your  opinion,  give  better  results? — No. 
I  think  you  are  losing  an  opportunity  for  doing  a  lot  of  good  which 
is  ready  to  your  hand. 

1454.  In  what  way  would  you  get  up  the  new  Farmers"  Associa- 
tions ?-  This  Commission  should  frame  certain  rules  for  the  elec- 
tion of  members.  The  Civil  Commissioner  of  each  Division  should 
call  a  meeting  of  farmers  by  popular  notice,  that  is,  of  all  farmers 
who  are  landowners  or  lessees  of  land.  Then  they  should  be  called 
upon  to  form  themselves  into  a  l)ody  at  a  miniTuum  subscription 
of,  say,  half-a-crown  a  year.  They  should  be  told  Ihat  the  Govern- 
ment are  willing  to  allow  \\\v\\\  the  services  of  an  official  of  the 
Department  to  act  as  Secretary,  if  they  could  not  find  a  Secretary 
of  their  own,  and  in  certain  seasons  lectures  on  a  variety  of  agri- 
cultural subjects  would  be  given  by  Government  Experts.  With 
regard  to  the  selection  of  th(»  Council,  rules  would  ])e  framed,  and 
they  would  be  called  upon  to  select  their  meiidier,  sucli  members 
as  are  not  al)le  to  attend  a  meeting  for  this  purpose  to  Ix-  allowcMl 
:o  send  a  votiiig  i)aper. 

1455.  Yon  want  the  Magislralc  to  call  upon  tbc  landowners  and 
occu))i(M's  to  allcnd  a  nu>eting   and    proceed    to   the   selection  of  a 


115 

member  of  Council  ?— Yes,  afler  they  have  fonncil  Uiemselves  into 
an  Association. 

1456.  Sollial  ill  youi' opinion  llic  (lirfcicnce  is  this:  one  man 
desires  to  improve  a,t,n'icnhLire,  wiiile  aiiolliwr  man  does  not  care 
two  j)ins,  and  the  men  wlio  will  not  foim  themselves  into  these 
Associations  have  no  ri^jht  to  elect  members.  Now,  with  regard  to 
the  proi)ose(l  permanent  local  Committees,  tlic  prcscnl  Farmers' 
Associations  have  an  Executive? — Some  of  them. 

1457.  Wherever  an  Executive  exists,  it  takes  charge  of  all 
farming  matters,  and  if  there  is  anything  of  imi)ortance  to  discuss 
it  calls  a  meeting  of  the  mem]:)ers  of  the  Associations? — Yes. 

1458.  Would  these  not  be  to  a  great  extent  the  same  functions 
which  we  anticipate  Avould  be  taken  up  by  the  permanent  local 
Committee  to  be  selected  by  those  ten  men  from,  say,  the  five 
Field-cornetcies  in  the  Division? — No,  the  permanent  Committee 
would  only  have  the  general  body  of  landowners  and  occupiers 
under  them,  who  might  or  might  not  ta]\e  an  interest  in  the 
matter. 

1459.  Supposing  there  were  an  outbreak  of  some  new  disease 
at  the  Paarl,  would  not  the  Executive  of  the  Farmers'  Association 
call  the  Association  together,  and  would  not  the  Executive  also  ask 
landowners  w^ho  are  not  members  to  come  together? — Yes. 

1460.  Is  that  not  a  good  thing  in  an  emergency  of  any  kind? — 
That  is  exactly  wdiat  I  am  saying. 

1461.  You  say  the  same  functions  that  are  exercised  l)y  the 
Executive  of  the  Farmers'  Association  would  l)e  exercised  if  a  local 
Committee  were  formed? — I  quite  agree  that  a  Committee  of  that 
kind  would  do  some  good  work. 

1462.  You  agree  that  they  would  ])e  useful? — Yes,  just  as  use- 
ful as  the  Execvitive. 

1463.  Chairman?^  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  i:)roposed  Board  of 
Agriculture,  to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  l)y  the  Govern- 
ment, and  eighteen  members  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture, 
to  hold  office  for  a  period  of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  follow- 
ing manner: — The  collective  representatives  on  the  Agricultural 
Council  from  each  of  the  nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  to  elect  from  their  own  numbers  two  members? — Yes, 
I  am  in  favour  of  that. 

1464.  This  Board  of  Agriculture  is  supposed  to  be  an  Executive 
Board.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  too  unwieldy? — It  struck  me  that  it 
is  rather  large,  liut  you  must  have  an  Executive. 

1465.  How  would  you  jjropose  to  reduce  it? — If  you  carried  out 
the  idea  I  expressed,  that  there  should  be  three  Councils,  one  for 
agriculture,  one  for  horticulture,  and  one  for  sheep  and  cattle,  you 
could  reduce  your  Board.  Each  Agricultural  Association  could 
nominate  tw^o  meml)ers,  and  the  Government  three,  this  would 
give  nine,  which  is  quite  large  enough. 

1466.  Do  vou  not  think  the  Government  are  nominating  too 
many?— No,  I'do  not  think  so,  because,  probably,  men  who  are  not 
popular  might  be  rejected  by  the  representatives  on  the  Agricul- 
tural Council,  and  the  most  popular  man  is  not  always  the  most 
competent  to  deal  with  the  important  questions  that  would  arise. 
Therefore  you  must  give  the  Government  an  opportunity  of  putting 
good  men  on  that  Board. 

1467.  Do  you  think  the  Government  should  nominate  nine 
members  froni  anv  part  of  the  countrv,  or  should  they  be  selected 
here  and  there  ?— I  think  the  Government  should  discriminate  as 
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to  the  class  of  men.  T  do  noi  think  they  should  be  selected  from 
one  particular  place,  but  if  there  are  two,  or  even  three  good  men 
in  one  district,  the  Government  should  have  the  right  to  nominate 
them. 

1468.  Do  you  think  the  Government  could  find  men  from  each 
Electoral  Province? — They  might;  I  cannot  say  offhand,  but  per- 
haps they  might  be  able  to  find  Ix^ter  men  elsewhere.  Prol)ably 
in  Cape  Town  they  might  have  men  who  have  gained  large  experi- 
ence in  other  countries,  and  in  that  case  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  have  them  on  the  Board. 

1469.  Mr.  Oost/iuisen.]  Do  you  not  think  great  expense  will  be 
incurred  l)y  having  a  large  Boartl,  as  the  members  will  have  to 
devote  much  time  to  the  proceedings? — Certainly,  there  will  be 
expense ;  it  depends  on  how  long  your  Board  will  sit. 

1470.  Would  it  not  be  as  effective  if  you  had  fewer  men  elected 
and  fewer  men  nominated  ? — Yes,  I  certainly  think  you  might  have 
a  smaller  numljer  of  men.  It  is  a  matter  of  efficiency,  and  you 
might  do  it  with  fewer  men. 

1471.  Mr.  Orpen.]  You  would  not  like  to  see  the  Government 
hampered  in  any  way  in  selecting  nominees?  You  would  not  con- 
fine selection  to  any  given  areas? — No. 

1472.  Mr.  Blaine.]  You  ajiprove  of  this  method  of  electing  mem- 
l^ers  of  the  Board? — Yes. 

1473.  Chairman.']  In  your  opinion,  is  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, as  it  exists  at  the  present  time,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community? — The  general  opinion  is,  I  think,  that  such  is 
not  the  case.  I  notice  that  one  of  the  men  who  really  was  in  touch 
with  the  wine-farmers — Mr.  Mayer — has  just  been  dismissed  from 
the  Agricultural  Department. 

1474.  Do  you  consider  that  something  must  be  done  to  bring 
the  Department  into  closer  touch  with  the  farmers? — I  think  that 
is  highly  necessary.  I  think  the  Government  in  some  ways  are  on 
the  right  lines  in  many  of  the  things  they  do,  but  they  have  not 
gone  far  enough. 

1475.  You  think  tliere  is  room  enough  for  improvement  <-^Yes. 

1476.  Do  you  not  think  the  Agricultural  Department  has  been 
rather  slow,  as  a  Department,  in  developing  the  resources  of  the 
country,  and  helping  the  farmers  ? — Except  in  the  matter  of  pro- 
viding us  with  grafted  vines  and  teaching  us  to  graft  these  vines, 
I  do  not  think  they  have  done  very  much.  In  that  way  they  have 
done  a  lot  of  good,  but  there  ai'e  many  other  ways  in  which  they 
certainly  could  have  done  more. 

1477.  Mr.  Ah7-ahamfon.]  You  say  you  do  not.  think  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  is  so  much  in  touch  with  IIk^  farmers  as  it  might 
l)e? — T  mean  to  say  that  the  farmers  generally  do  not  feel  con- 
fidence in  the  De[)artmeiit. 

1478.  Do  you  think  that  by  starting  Experimental  Stations  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  the  Department  woid(]  be  doing  any 
good  '. — Yes,  pi'ovided  you  get  the  real  live  men  to  carry  them  out. 
What  you  have  got  to  do  is  to  show  that  there  is  money  in  it.  It 
is  no  good  th(>orisiiig  to  the  farmer  of  this  country.  You  have  not 
only  to  make  experiments,  l)ut  ])rove  that  it  is  going  to  put  money 
in  ins  pocket.    As  a  rule  he  will  then  do  what  you  advise  at  once. 

1479.  Do  you  think  these  Experimental  Stations  should  be  run 
as  practical  farms ^  Ves,  as  1  liave  said,  to  show  the  farmer  (hat 
there  is  money  in  il.  That  has  been  the  cause  of  the  success  of 
farming  in  America.     1  do  iioi  sa\-  thiil  iliese  Experimental  Stations 
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should  be  made  to  pay  financially,  bill  I  hat  they  should  be  so  con- 
ducted as  (o  be  of  the  greatest  {jractical  value  to  farmers. 

1480.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Do  you  not  think  it  would  l)e  advisable 
for  these  Experimental  Stations  to  furnish  a  l)alance-sheet 
every  year,  in  order  to  see  what  money  is  spent  and 
what  money  is  received  ? — Yes,  just  in  order  to  keep 
control  of  them,  but  T  do  not  think  you  can  expect 
to  make  money  out  of  your  Experimental  Stations,  or  that  they 
should  pay  their  way.  As  long  as  you  can  show  that  the  experi- 
ments are  of  value,  advantage  is  gained.  To  give  you  an  example, 
at  one  of  the  American  Experimental  Stations  they  had  a  certain 
wheat  which  furnished  13  l)ushels  per  acre.  They  experimented 
with  this  wheat  and  made  certain  improvements,  until  it  brought 
in  about  35  bushels  from  the  very  same  seed.  There  is  money  in 
anything  of  that  kind,  and  the  farmer  knew  that  he  could  get  this 
wheat  from  the  Government. 

1481.  Chairman.']  Does  the  present  system  of  the  Under  Secre- 
t  irv  for  Agriculture  being  at  the  head  of  the  Department  meet  with 
your  approval,  or  should  there  be  at  the  head  of  the  Department  a 
man  who  has  a  broad,  practical  understanding  of  the  difTerent 
branches  of  agriculture? — I  certainly  think  the  permanent  head  of 
the  Department  should  have  some  broad  knowledge  of  farming, 
as  well  as  administrative  abilitv. 
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///•.  Hans  Jiirgt'iis  Moohnan,  examined. 

1482.  Chairman.]  Where  do  you  live? — At  Somerset  East. 

1483.  Are  you  practising  your  profession  there? — No,  I  am 
farming. 

1484.  Have  you  read  the  memorandum  of  suggested  reforms 
for  the  re-organisation  of  the  Agricultural  Department  ? — No. 

1485.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
A'^riv'ulture  to  consist  of  re])resentative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony  ?  The  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be  (1)  to  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — Yes,  I  am. 

1486.  How  should  this  Council  be  constituted  ? — I  should  pre^ 
fer  the  members  to  be  elected  rather  than  nominated;  and  I  Avould 
give  the  right  of  voting  for  members  to  landowners  and  lessees,  but 
i  would  exclude  the  "  bywoner "  class. 

1487.  Would  you  have  one  delegate  from  each  district  on  that 
Council,   which   would   make   the   membership  75  excluding  those 

l2 


148 

nominated  by  Government? — I  do  not  see  why  the  Government 
should  nominate  any.  I  think  those  selected  by  the  people  would 
make  the  Council  quite  representative  enough,  and  I  do  not  con- 
sider tliat  it  would  be  too  lar2;e  or  cumbersome  in  that  case. 

1488.  How  would  vou  suggest  that  the  delegates  to  the  Council 
from  the  different  divisions  should  be  elected?— I  personally  would 
select  them  by  a  sort  of  weeding  process.  In  each  ward  I  would 
have  one  man  elected  and  then  these  so  elected  in  each  division 
would  meet  and  select  one  of  their  number  to  be  a  delegate  to  the 
Council. 

1489.  yl/r.  Bladne.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  members 
being  nominated  by  each  Divisional  Council  as  suggested  in  the 
memorandum  submitted  iw  the  Government? — No. 

1490.  In  regard  to  the  weeding  process  you  suggested  do  not 
you  think  it  would  be  more  or  less  the  same  thing  as  though  the 
members  were  nominated  by  the  Divisional  Council?  Is  there  not 
the  danger  of  the  men  who  are  elected  for  the  Divisional  Council 
being  the  very  men  who  will  be  elected  to  be  delegates  to  the  Coun- 
cil?— I  do  not  think  so. 

1491.  Do  you  think  that  to  make  this  Council  a  success  you 
would  want  enthusiasm? — Yes,  I  do. 

1492.  Do  you  think  you  would  obtain  that  better  by  a  system  of 
nominating  the  members  or  by  electing  them? — By  electing  them. 

1493.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Am  I  iJo  infer  from  your  remarks  that  you 
would  confine  this  election  solely  to  landowners? — Yes,  or  to  men 
who  hire  ground,  such  as  tenant  farmers,  liut  we  have  not  many  of 
that  class,  so  it  would  not  make  much  difference. 

1494.  Would  you  give  business  men  who  are  landowners  the 
privilege  of  voting? — No,  he  should  be  absolutely  a  farmer. 

1495.  You  would  not  grant  the  power  of  nominating  members 
to  Farmers'  Associations  or  Agricultural  Societies? — No,  I  do  not 
think  so. 

1496.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.']  In  selecting  the  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil, do  you  think  it  would  be  better  that  all  the  landowners  should 
meet  in  the  Magistrate's  Court  of  the  district  and  there  record  their 
votes  or  that  the  delegates  should  be  elected  in  each  ward,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Field-cornet? — If  you  have  a  general  popular 
vote  it  would  be  in  one  place,  either  in  the  Magistrate's  Court  or 
elsewhere.    I  am  in  favour  of  the  ward  election. 

1497.  What  number  do  you  think  should  be  elected  in  each 
ward  to  form  the  local  committee? — I  should  Ihink  one  from  each 
ward  would  be  sufficient. 

1498.  Mr.  Airaha-mson.]  Are  you  a  member  of  a  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciation ? — Yes. 

1499.  And  of  an  Agricultural  Society?— No. 

1500.  You  said  vou  did  not  think  eith(>r  of  these  bodies  would 
be  suiia])le  for  electing  such  a  Council? — Yes. 

1501.  Why  not? — T  think  it  would  l)e  too  partial  an  (^lection. 

1502.  Therefore  you  would  rather  limit  the  right  of  selection 
to  men  who  have  a  stake  in  the  district? — Yes. 

1503.  You  prefer  Ihat  each  ward  should  elect  its  own  repre- 
sentative?— Yes. 

1504.  Would  vou  have  these  men  wlin  are  selected  bv  tlie  land- 
owners in  each  district  lo  remain  a  standing  committee  in  order  to 
consider  any  agricultural  matters  which  mav  be  submitted  to 
them,  or  would  you  only  have  Ihem  meet  for  Ihe  ]iurpose  of  nomi- 
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iiaiing  the  meuiljcrs  of   llic  Council;     i  do  iioL  see   wluii  purpose 
they  would  serve  as  a  standing  committee. 

"  1505.  Supposing  cases  of  emergency  arose,  such  as  an  outl)reak 
of  disease,  do  you  not  think  it  woud  be  a  good  thing  that  these  com- 
mittees should  Ije  in  existence  so  that  they  may  be  referred  to  when 
necessary  and  who  could  in  turn  n^fer  the  matter  to  the  Govern- 
ment?— Yes,  that  might  be  so. 

1506.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  for  the  whole  of  this 
Council  of  Agriculture  to  act  for  the  whole  of  the  Colony,  or  that  it 
should  form  itself  into  distinct  bodies  representing  the  different 
parts  of  the  Colony  ( — 1  think  it  should  lje  divided  in  order  to  facili- 
tate work. 

1507.  Mr.  Rnbidge.]  Do  you  not  think  it  would  create  more  en- 
thusiasm and  interest  if  the  local  committees  considered  agricul- 
tural matters  of  interest  in  the  district  besides  merely  electing  the 
members  who  are  to  form  the  Council  of  Agriculture? — Yes,  I  have 
no  doubt  you  would  create  more  enthusiasm. 

1508.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  local  committees,  the 
Council  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Board  of  Agriculture  all  being 
elected  for  a  period  of  three  years,  and  having  triennial  elections? 
—Yes. 

1509.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage 
if  a  local  committee  could  be  established  in  each  Fiscal  Division 
and  that  it  would  help  the  farmers  in  that  district  to  organise  and 
have  a  body  through  which  they  could  communicate  their  require- 
ments to  the  Government? — I  think  it  would  be  advisable 

1510.  Chairman.]  Is  the  Agricultural  Department  as  it  exists  at 
the  present  time,  in  your  opinion,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community? — No,  I  do  not  think  it  is. 

1511.  Do  you  think  the  suggested  local  committee  will  help  the 
farming  community  to  come  more  in  touch  with  the  Department? 
--Yes,  I  think  so. 

1512.  You  think  this  has  been  a  great  drawback  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country? — Yes,  naturally,  I  think  so. 

1513.  Do  you  think  there  is  much  room  for  improvement  in 
regard  to  agriculture  in  this  country? — Yes,  I  certainly  think  so. 

1514.  In  which  way? — I  have  not  formulated  any  scheme,  but 
if  you  look  around  the  country  you  will  see  there  is  not  much  done. 
That  of  course  may  be  due  in  a  large  measure  to  natural  causes,  as 
for  instance,  limited  water  supply.  If  more  facilities  could  be 
given  for  procuring  water  by  the  Government  by  means  of  water- 
boring  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

1515.  You  think  tlie  soil  is  good  enough? — Yes.  In  most  parts 
of  my  district,  any  way. 

1516.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  You  are  farming  in  a  large  way? — 
Stock-farming  chiefly. 

1517.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  agricultural  farming  in  your 
neighbourhood? — Yes.  My  own  place  could  be  an  agricultural 
fuim  if  I  wished  to  cultivate  it. 

1518.  Why  do  you  not? — I  am  too  far  away  from  a  market. 

1519.  Have  you  no  facilities  for  reaching  a  market? — There  is 
a  hard  road,  but  it  is  rather  a  long  way. 

1520.  There  is  not  much  agriculture  in  your  district  now  in 
regard  to  food  supplies? — No,  but  there  used  to  be. 

1521.  Why  has  it  ceased? — On  account  of  the  drought.  There 
used  to  be  a  good  deal  of  water,  but  now  there  is  very  little. 
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1522.  Are  there  facilities  for  large  dams  in  your  neighbour- 
hood ?— Yes. 

1523.  Would  it  pay  if  people  went  in  for  conserving  water  and 
for  planting  foodstuffs  ?— I  do  not  know  that  it  would  in  my  dis- 
trict. 

1524.  You  thinlv  the  Agricultural  Department  as  it  exists  at 
the  present  moment  has  not  been  much  in  evidence  in  order  to  find 
out  what  they  could  do? — Very  little. 

1525.  To  your  knowledge  no  effort  has  been  made? — We  had  an 
Agricultural  School  at  Somerset  East  once  upon  a  time. 

1526.  Was  that  of  much  use  to  the  district  ?— Of  some  use,  but 
not  much.     I  do  not  think  it  answered  its  purpose. 

1527.  Was  that  the  fault  of  the  system?— Yes,  probably. 

1528.  Do  you  think  Experimental  Stations  would  be  of  any  use 
in  your  district  in  order  to  teach  farmers  with  regard  to  soils  and 
such  things? — I  think  they  would  be  useful. 

1529.  Mr.  Owen-Lfiwis.]  From  your  experience  of  meeting  the 
farmers  of  your  district,  do  you  think  they  are  satisfied  with  the 
existing  Agricultural  Department? — I  do  not  think  they  take  any 
interest  in  it  as  they  are  so  little  in  touch  with  it  at  present. 

1530.  They  do  "not  look  to  the  Agricultural  Department  for 
assistance  or  advice? — I  do  not  think  so,  there  is  no  evidence  of  its 
existence. 

1531.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  Yours  is  chiefly  a  stock  district? — Yes. 

1532.  Is  there  a  Government  Veterinary  Surgeon  stationed  at 
Somerset  East? — Yes. 

1533.  Does  he  do  much? — He  attends  when  his  services  are 
required. 

1534.  That  is  work  done  for  your  district  by  the  Agricultural 
Department. 

1535.  Mr.  Rogers.]  You  stated  that  no  interest  was  taken  in  the 
Agricultural  Department  in  your  district,  what  is  the  reason  of 
that? — General  apathy  in  these  matters, 

1536.  As  far  as  your  district  is  concerned,  the  Department 
might  be  abolished? — No,  I  do  not  .say  that,  I  would  have  it  im- 
proved. 

1537.  Mr.  Blaine.]  You  said  that  you  thought  local  committees 
would  bring  the  Department  into  closer  touch  with  the  farmers. 
Would  you  have  these  local  committees  making  representations 
direct  t(^  the  Agricultural  Dc'partnient  f — Either  to  the  DeiJartment 
or  to  the  Council,  according  to  how  the  matter  is  organised. 

1538.  Mr.  Oo.<fki(isen.]  Do  you  think  that  the  reason  of  the  slow 
progress  at  present  in  agricultural  nuUlers  is  owing  to  the  farmei's 
not  being  in  close  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Department? — Yes. 

1539.  Could  Die  progress  not  be  stimulated  in  some  way?- — I 
hope  so.     Benefit  nuiy  be  derived  !)>•  being  in  closer  touch. 

1540.  Chairwari.]  Do  you  think  Ihal  a  Board  of  ex])erienced 
practical  farmers  presided  ovci-  l)y  the  professional  head  of  the 
Agricultural  D(>));u'tment  will  l)e  more  likely  to  forward  llie  in- 
icnsts  of  agricull  HIT  than  tlic  pi-cseiit   system?-    Yes,  1  lliink  so. 

1541.  .1/r.  Rogers.]  Do  you  tliiid<  ilic  time  is  ripe  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  these  Agricultural  Councils  and   Boards  in  tlu'  Colony? 

-Yes,  1  think  so,  1  think  you  are  mow  likely  to  get  at  belter  results 
in  that  way  than  in  the  other. 

1542.  Mr.  Blaine.]  What  aiv  your  id(>as  of  the  number  of  mem- 
bers who  should  comprise  the  Board  ^  1  have  not  given  the  matter 
much  consideration,  l)ut    that    is  ;i   detail. 
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1543.  Chutrmuit.]  Do  yuu  consider  that  it  would  tend  towards 
the  mori"  ediciciil  and  economical  administration  of  the  funds 
voted  by  I'arJiament  for  agricultural  [)ur])oses  if  the  expenditure 
and  control  of  these  moneys  were  left  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of 
Agriculture? — 1  do  not  think  1  could  give  you  any  definite  reply  to 
that  question. 

Hendrik  Cloete,  C.M.G.,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

1544.  Chairman.]  You  ai'e  farming  in  Ihe  Cape  Division? — Yes, 
at  Alphen,  Wynberg. 

1545.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  (he  systems  under  which 
Agricultural  Departments  in  other  countries  are  worked? — I  have 
not  specially  studied  them,  bul  I  know  a  good  deal  about  the 
American  and  Canadian  systems. 

154G.  Do  they  work  on  differenl  systems  to  what  we  do  here  ? 
— Yes,  very  different,  especially  the  manner  in  which  they  get  up 
their  statistical  infoi'mation,  anrl  agricultural  museums. 

1547.  Have  you  read  the  Memorandum  of  suggested  reforms 
for  the  reorganisations  of  the  Agricultural  Department? — Yes. 

1548.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers  irresjjective  of 
politics  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony?  The  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be  (1)  to  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  upon  scliemes  sulnnitted  to  them? — I  may  say  I  favour 
fin  Advisory  Board. 

1549.  lio  you  consider  that  i(  would  be  more  desiral)le  for  the 
memliers  of  the  oouncil  of  Agriculture  to  be  elected  by  («)  Com- 
mittees of  Agriculture  which  should  be  formed  in  each  Fiscal  Divi- 
sion, and  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  ward  ;  or  {b)  that  they 
should  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division  :' — I  cer- 
tainly do  not  think  it  ought  to  be  constituted  in  the  way  suggested 
by  Divisional  Councils,  or  by  ratei)ayers. 

1550.  Arc  you  in  favour  of  the  proposed  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  consist  of  nine  members  to  be  nominated  by  the  Government, 
and  eighteen  memliers  to  be  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture, 
to  hold  office  for  a  period  of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  follow- 
ing manner,  the  collective  representatives  on  the  Agricultural 
Council  from  each  of  the  nine  electoral  i)rovinces  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  to  elect  from  their  own  numbers  two  members.' — I  am 
not  in  favour  of  the  proposed  Board  of  Agriculture  as  suggested 
there,  because  1  think  it  is  too  cumbersome  altogether.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  constituted  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  coun- 
try and  its  sparse  population.  Then  1  may  say  I  do  object  to  the 
intervention  of  the  Divisional  Council  very  much  indeed,  Ijecause  I 
do  not  think  they  represent  agricultural  interests  in  this  country. 
I  will  take  an  example,  Avhich  although  it  ma>-  not  exactly  apply, 
will  serve  to  show  what  I  mean.  In  my  own  Divisional  Council,  "of 
all  the  members  I  believe  there  is  but  one  farmer  representing  the 
agricultural  interests.  The  others  are  all  elected  by  the  town  vote, 
men,  of  course,  who  Icnow  nothing  at  all  about  the  agriculture  of 
the  country,  and  take  little  or  no  interest  in  it.  So'^l  think  the 
object  in  view  of  having  this  Agricultural  Council  which  is  to  pro- 
mote agriculture,  will  be  defeated  if  men  who  are  elected  to  serve 
on  the  Divisional  Council  are  to  be  elected  to  serve  on  the  Council 
of  Agriculture. 
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J 551.  Is  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  it  exists  at  the  pre 
sent  time,  in  your  opinion,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  farming- 

communitv? — No.  . 

1552.  bo  vou  think  that  a  Board  of  experienced  practical 
farmers  presided  over  bv  a  professional  head  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  would  be  more  likely  to  forward  the  interests  of  agri- 
culture than  the  present  system  ?— Yes,  I  do  think  so. 

1553.  Do  vou  consider  that  it  would  tend  towards  the  more 
efficient  atlministration  of  the  funds  voted  by  Parliament  for  agri- 
cultural purposes  if  the  expenditure  and  control  of  these  moneys 
were  left  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture?— I  would  not  be 
in  favour  of  leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture  es- 
peciallv  constituted  as  this  is  suggested  to  be,  because  it  would  be 
far  better  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  jjermanent  Under  Secretary, 
who  will  be  subject  to  the  Minister,  and  the  latter  to  Parliament. 
Hie  control  of  the  funds  should  reinaui  with  the  Parliament  of  this 
country. 

1554.  By  the  present  system  the  control  of  both  the  clerical  and 
professional  branches  is  brought  under  the  permanent  head,  the 
Under  Secretary,  is  it  not  ? — I  think  it  is  so. 

1555.  Do  you  think  the  clerical  and  professional  branches 
should  be  kept  distinct.^ — Certainly. 

1556.  What  do  you  suggest'!' — My  scheme  would  be  that  the 
Department    consist     of,    first,    the    Minister  of  Agriculture,  and, 
secondly,  the  permanent  Under  Secretary.     I  do  not  like  the  term 
vice-president,  as  I  am  averse  to  introducing  big  titles;  it  tends  to 
an  undue  inflation  of  the  office  staff  and  requirements.    So  I  would 
rather    call    him    permanent    Under  Secretary,    and    he    should 
be    nominated    by    the    Government.      He    must    be    a    profes- 
sional    man,     many-sided,     of     the     highest     attainments,     and 
well    paid;     in     order     to     maintain      the      continuity     of     the 
policy    of    the    Department.      Agricultural    Ministers    come    and 
go,     and      some      may      be      wholly      ignorant      of      agriculture, 
therefore   a    permanent    officer  is   required   who  will  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  working  and  details  of  his  Department,  and  who 
would  advise  the  Minister.       I  would  sub-divide  the  Department 
into    the   branches   suggested   in   the   Memorandum   submitted   by 
Government,  and  seeing  the  great  importance  to  the  country  of  it, 
add  dairy,  ])oultry,  and  cereal  branches    and    place  at  the  head  of 
each  a  professional  expert,  who  should  be  given  a  fairly  free  hand 
and  who  would  have  the  control  of  the  Department,  and  subordi- 
nates— sul)ject     only    to  responsil)ility    to    the    ])erinanent    Under 
Secretary,  and  of  course  to  the  Minister.     I  would  separate  the  pro- 
fessional from  the  clerical  branch,  at  whose  head  an  experienced 
Civil  Servant  should  be  placed,  and  who  would  have  the  control 
and  supervision  of  his  De})artnient  and  subordinates  subject  to  the 
resi)onsil)ility  to  the  permanent  Under  Secretai^y  and  the  Minister. 
In  order  to  bi'ing  the  De])artnieni  more  in  touch  with  agriculturists, 
1  would  have  an  Advisory  Board,  not  giving  it  any  executive  power 
or  financial  control,  or  achninistration,  which  should  Ije  kept  in  the 
hands  of  the  permanent  Under  Secretary  and  the  Minister,  who 
would  be  responsible  to  Parliament.     The  Advisory  Board  would 
of  course  1)e  nuicli  more  compreliensive,  but  should  be  conslilutcMl 
on  the  lines  of    I  lie    Horticultural    Board     from    members  of,  and 
elected,  say  for  two  years,  )>y    the    various    Fanning    Associations, 
Fruit-growing  Associations,  and  Agricultural  Societies  where  exist- 
ing.    These  Associations  I  would  encourage  in  every  way,  so  as  to 
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make  iheiii  mprcseiitalivc  of  the  variuus  agricultural  iiilorusts  in 
their  several  districts,  and  where  these  societies  do  not  exist,  and 
there  is  a  difhculty  in  getting  them  into  being,  Government  could 
nominate  some  of  the  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  who  would  have  a  voice  in  nominating  the  meml)erH  of  the 
Advisory  Board.  My  chief  reason  for  the  above  suggestion  is  that 
the  success  of  any  sclfeme  depends  on  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  agriculturists,  and  as  they  have  already  called  into  being  these 
various  Farming  Associations — and  consider  them  best  suited  to 
the  conditions  existing  in  this  couidry,  and  for  i)romoting  their 
various  interests,  it  is  better  to  work  through  and  improve  these 
Associations  than  start  on  entirely  new  and  foreign  methods.  The 
Board  would  meet  for  the  despatch  of  business  submitted  to  them 
at  some  central  s})ot,  say,  every  three  months  regularly,  or  special 
meetings  might  be  called  at  shorter  intervals  should  the  Govern- 
men  wish  to  submit  for  their  advice  any  urgent  matter.  The  posi- 
tion of  members  of  this  Board  would  of  course  be  only  honorary, 
the  Government  paying  travelling  and  other  expenses  incidental 
and  necessary  for  attendance  at  the  meeting. 

1557.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  i ou  are  in  favour  of  the  principle  of 
having  something  between  the  Government  and  the  farmers? — 
Yes. 

1558.  You  think  this  body  should  be  formed  through  the  Agri- 
cultural Societies? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

1559.  You  know  there  are  a  good  numy  places  at  which  there 
are  no  Agricultural  Societies? — Yes,  and  in  my  scheme  I  say  in 
that  case  Government  should  nominate  some  of  the  representative 
farmers  who  would  have  a  voice  in  nominating  the  members  of  the 
Advisory  Board. 

1560.  Would  it  not  give  more  satisfaction  if  the  Government 
allowed  these  people  to  be  elected  by  the  landowners  of  such  dis- 
tricts?— No,  I  think  it  makes  it  too  complicated,  and  too  much  of  a 
Parliament  within  a  Parliament.  It  is  far  better  to  work  it  through 
the  existing  Associations,  because  usually  where  the  Associations 
are  formed,  the  best  men  in  the  district  become  members  of  them. 
When  the  Government  do  nominate  these  representative  farmers, 
what  would  their  functions  be? — They  would  nominate  someone 
who  would  be  one  of  the  members  of  the  Advisory  Board. 

15G1.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  up-country  districts? — Yes, 
some  of  them. 

1562.  You  will  admit  there  is  great  room  for  development  and 
improvement  ? — Yes. 

1563.  Do  not  you  think  if  there  is  a  local  committee  elected  by 
the  people  of  the  district  which  would  be  a  standing  committee  for 
two  or  three  years  that  it  would  help  to  Ijring  the  ]jeople  more  in 
touch  with  the  Agricultural  Department,  especially  if  such  a  com- 
mittee is  acknowledged  by  the  Government,  and  deals  with  agri- 
cultural matters,  so  that  the  farmers  will  have  a  better  opportu- 
nity, and  be  encouraged  to  go  to  that  committee  in  order  to  Ijring 
their  wants  before  it  for  reference  to  the  Government? — I  would 
rather  see  them  elect  delegates  from  every  district  to  a  body  which 
will  meet  periodically. 

1564.  Do  not  you  think  that  sending  a  delegate  to  a  large  body 
of  men  it  might  be  that  his  vote  is  swamped,  and  his  district  suffers 
from  want  of  support  from  the  other  meml^ers? — That  objection 
would  also  apply  to  members  of  Parliament. 
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J  565.  The  Fruit-growers'  Associations  are  highly  organised 
associations,  and  comprise  all  the  best  men  ^ — As  a  rule  they  be- 
come members,  and  1  take  it  it  is  the  same  with  Agricultural 
Societies. 

1566.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Paarl  Farmers'  Associa- 
lionf — Yes.     I  know  something  about  it. 

1567.  Of  whom  does  it  consist '. — It  consists,  accortling  lo 
report,  of  the  best  farmers  in  the  district. 

1568.  Are  all  the  members  farmers? — No. 

1569.  Are  the  members  of  Agricultural  Associations  all 
farmers  f — No;  but  a  great  many  of  them  are. 

1570.  Do  not  they  consist  in  a  very  much  greater  measure  of 
town  people? — No. 

1571.  Take,  for  instance,  the  Western  Province  Agricultural 
Society  I — Farmers  are  in  a  majority. 

1572.  What  constitutes  membership? — They  pay  a  guinea  sub- 
scription. 

1573.  Are  not  a  very  large  number  of  these  people  who  pay 
their  guineas  town  people  ? — Yes,  but  mostly  they  are  men  con- 
nected with  agriculture  in  some  Avay  or  another. 

1574.  The  mend)ers  of  the  Agricultural  Societies,  so  faj'  as  you 
are  aware,  are  not  all  farmers? — Some  of  them  are  not  farmers. 

1575.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  first  thing  that  is  necessary  in 
order  to  arrive  at  the  consummation  you  have  in  your  scheme  is 
that  you  should  have  the  enthusiasm  of  the  farmers  in  the  district 
in  order  to  get  them  more  in  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment ? — Certainly,  but  I  say  do  it  through  the  Agricultural  Societies 
Fruit-growers'  and  Farming  Associations. 

1576.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  Fruit-growers'  Associations 
and  the  Farmers'  Associations  are  already  in  touch  as  far  as  possi- 
ble with  the  Agricultural  De])artment? — N(j,  not  under  the  present 
system. 

1577.  They  are  in  touch  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  be?  The 
iiieetings  of  th(>  Horticultural  Board,  for  instance,  are  presided  over 
l)y  the  Minister  for  Agriculture? — Yes,  Init  how  is  that  Board  con- 
siituted?  It  is  a  body  of  men  who  i-epresent  all  the  Fruit-growers' 
Associations,  and  all  these  men  are  nioinl)('rs  of  these  various  Fruit- 
growers' iVssociations. 

1578.  That  is  my  point.  These  Associations  are  organised  and 
are  in  touch  with  tlie  Agricultural  De})artment  as  far  as  possible, 
i)ul  w(>  wish  to  get  the  whole  of  the  Colony  to  be  in  as  close  touch. 
You  think  l)y  using  the  present  Farmers'  Associations,  and  getting 
more  organised,  that  you  will  attain  that  object? — Y^es. 

1579.  There  are  already  Farmers'  Associations  in  dillerent 
pans  of  the  Colony? — Yes. 

15s0.  \in\  hav(>  political  associations  whicli  are  farming  asso- 
ciations to  all  intents  and  piir))oses,  and  discuss  farming  subjects* 
—Yes. 

I5H1.  Would  you  give  them  re])resentation  also? — That  de- 
pi-nds  upon  what  the  object  of  theii'  existence  is. 

]5s-_'.  WhcihiT  they  ai'e  jxjlitical  oi-  not? — I  tliink  Farmers' 
Associations  should   not   introduce  politics  iido  theii-  delil)erations. 

ISSn.   I   want  to  know  whether  you  would   l)c  in   favour  of  the 

Afrikander  liond  and   League  being  ai)lc  lo  scml   i'e])resentatives? 

Tf  they  were  siinply  political  associations,  I  would  exclude  them. 

I5S4.  Then  you  would  e.\cludi>  them? — I  would  exclude  all 
iKtdics  thai  Muike  theii'  j)riiK!i[)al  business  j)olitics. 
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1585.  Would  you  exclude  them? — I  would  not  give  either  of 
Iheni  a  vote  if  tho  princiiial  ohjiH't  of  their  existence  is  politics,  and 
not  agriculture. 

1586.  You  know  they  are  in  existence,  and  are  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciations, althouuli  llie\-  are  political,  would  you  exclude  them  oi- 
not? — If  run  on  political  lines  solely,  I  would  not  give  either  a  vote. 

1587.  Why  do  you  object  to  giving  landowners,  who  are  practi- 
cal farmers,  the  ri^ht  of  sc^lecting  men  in  their  difTerent  districts?- 
I  have  no  very  serious  objection,  that  is  only  a  question  of  detail. 

1588.  You  know  that  there  are  committees  selected  in  this  way 
in  connection  with  animal  diseases  and  rinderpest.  Are  you 
acquainted  with  the  formation  of  these  committees? — No. 

1589.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  members  of  any  of  the  proposed 
bodies  being  paid? — No. 

1590.  You  think  that  the  Agricultural  lioard  should  be  simply 
an  Advisory  Board,  and  not  have  any  control  of  any  funds? — That 
is  my  opinion. 

i591.  J/r.  lliibidge.]  You  are  in  favour  of  leaving  the  selection 
of  the  members  of  the  Advisory  Board  to  Agricultural  Societies  and 
Farmers'  Associations  ? — Yes. 

1592.  What  work  does  your  Agricultural  Society  here  do  beside 
arranging  for  your  show? — We  discuss  and  take  action  in  many 
other  matters  in  connection  with  agriculture.  For  instance,  when 
diseased  cattle  came  here,  we  met  and  discussed  the  matter,  passed 
and  forwarded  resolutions  to  Government  as  to  what  we  thought 
should  be  done. 

1593.  There  are  numbers  of  jjlaces  up-country — huge  areas 
very  sparsely  populated — and  we  have  diseases  threatening  for 
some  time.  What  machinery  have  we  to  put  in  motion  in  case  of 
any  of  these  diseases  lireaking  out  ?  Do  not  you  think  if  we  had  a 
sort  of  local  Committee  of  Agriculture  that  this  committee  could 
make  representations  to  Government  just  as  your  Agricultural 
Society  is  doing  now?^Yes,  but  I  should  prefer,  that  a  delegate  be 
chosen  and  sent  to  the  Advisory  Board  as  previously  suggested  by 
me. 

1594  Do  you  thinlv  it  is  right  for  Government  to  nominate 
them? — I  think  it  is  the  cheaper  and  better  way,  but  I  am 
open  to  conviction  that  either  might  do  just  as  Avell,  and  the  people 
who  live  there  might  think  the  other  the  better  course. 

1595.  Mr.  (kven-Lewis.]  You  consider  it  very  necessary  that  the 
farmers  throughout  the  country  should  be  organised  as  much  as 
possible  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

1596.  If  it  were  possible  to  bring  into  being  a  Committee  elected 
by  the  farmers  in  each  Fiscal  Division,  would  such  a  body  be 
useful  to  farmers  i — Yes,  I  think  so,  where  you  do  not  have  existing 
Societies  already  which  represent  the  farmers. 

1597.  With  regard  to  the  election  of  the  Council,  tlo  not  you 
think  it  Avill  l)e  aclvisable  to  have  uniformity  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  members  are  selected? — Yes. 

1598.  You  would  secure  uniformit}'  if  the  member  selected  Ijy 
the  local  Cominittees  in  each  Fiscal  Division  were  to  constitute  the 
members  of  the  Council? — Yes. 

1599.  You  suggested  that  Government  mght  choose  some  repre- 
sentative farmers  in  each  district,  and  ask  them  to  select  one  from 
among  themselves  to  serve? — Yes. 

1600.  Would  not  that  be  a  difficult  matter  ?— No,  the  Govern- 
ment through  their  Magistrate  is  always  acquainted  with  the  peo- 
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pic  in  (-ach  district,  aiul  lie  cuukl  tell  who  were  the  represenlativo 
farmers,  but  I  am  not  wedded  to  that  idea. 

1601.  You  are  in  favour  of  an  Advisory  Board,  but  not  of  the 
Council  of  Agriculture?— No,  I  think  it  would  he  too  cumbersome, 
especially  if  on  the  lines  mentioned.  The  suggestions  contained 
in  the  Government's  Memorandum  are  altogether  unsuited  to  the 
needs  of  this  coimtry. 

1602.  A  suggestion  was  made  that  in  each  Field-cornetcy  the 
landowners  should  elect  one  or  two  members  to  serve  on  a  local 
Committee  of  Agriculture  for  each  Fiscal  Division;  that  this  local 
Committee  should  elect  one  of  its  members  to  serve  on  the  Council 
of  Agriculture,  and  that  the  Council  of  Agriculture  should  elect  a 
Board  as  a  sort  of  Executive  Committee? — I  may  say,  I  do  not  see 
any  great  difficulty  about  it  !>eing  worked  in  that  way;  but  of 
course  I  prefer  my  own  suggested  scheme. 

160o.  Would  you  l)e  in  favour  of  this  Advisory  Board  Ijeing 
consulted  when  the  Agricultural  Estimates  were  being  framed'?— 
Certainly.  I  should  take  it,  the  Advisory  Board  would  be  selected 
by  the  Government  to  consider  all  matters  of  interest,  and  all  mat- 
ters connected  witli  agricultural  interests  of  the  country. 

1604.  Would  you  give  the  power  to  each  Farmers'  Association 
to  elect  one  member  for  this  Council? — If  there  are  difTerent  Far- 
mers' Associations  in  one  district,  I  would  have  two  members  sent 
between  them,  otherwise  it  would  be  unfair  to  other  districts  hav- 
ing only  one  association. 

1605.  Would  you  give  the  power  of  electing  members  of  this 
Board  to  other  people  besides  landowners  and  tenant  farmers? — 
No,  I  should  restrict  it  to  landowners  and  tenant  farmers. 

1606.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Are  you  w^ell  acquainted  with  Farming  Asso- 
ciations in  the  Eastern  Province? — No. 

1607.  Do  you  not  perhaps  think  that  they  have  really  become 
what  \ou  might  almost  call  political  bodies  ? — I  am  not  well 
acquainted  with  them,  so  I  cannot  tell  you. 

1608.  You  would  be  desirous  of  excluding  all  party  politics 
from  this  bvisiness? — Certainly. 

1609.  Where  you  have  Fruit-growers'  Associations  and  Agricul- 
tural Societies,  each  member  pays  a  subscription? — Yes,  as  a  rule 
a  small  one. 

1610.  Therefore,  the  farmer  who  does  not  belong  to  them  would 
not  be  represented  in  any  way  on  this  Council? — No,  not  directly. 

1611.  So  really  to  get  representation,  he  w^ould  have  to  sub- 
scribe?— Yes.  Men  join  for  their  own  protection  and  interest,  and 
should  })e  members. 

1612.  According  to  your  scheme,  no  man  who  did  not  ])a.y  a  sub- 
scription to  one  or  otlier  of  these  Societies  would  have  I'epresenta- 
tion? — No,  I  think  it  is  his  own  fault.  He  ought  to  Ixdong  to  a 
Society  designed  and  constituted  to  pr()niol(>  the  industry  in  which 
he  is  most  interestcMl.  I  take  these  Societies  because  Ihey  are  the 
instruments  used  l)\-  the  peoi)le  themselves  for  the  promotion  of 
llieir  particular  interests  in  the  countiy. 

Kilo.  Mr.  Or/jcn.]  Do  you  not  think  if  some  organisation,  such 
as  suggested  in  Mr.  Owen-Lewis's  question,  were  recognised  by 
law,  that  existing  Fai'mers'  Associations  and  Agricullui-al  Societies 
would  have  (!V(uy  o))|)ortunity  of  exercising  a  justi  inlluenci^  on  the 
decisions  of  the  local  Committee? — Yes,  because  most  ])robably  the 
majoiMty  of  the  loc;il  Coniinil  tec  lueii  would  be  uu'inbers  of  these 
Associations. 
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1614.  So  that  existing  agi-icullui'ai  oiganisatioiis  would  not  sul' 
fer  by  such  a  schemed — No. 

1615.  Mr.  Oosthi'isen.]  I  couchuh!  that  you  arc  not  against  this 
Council  as  nientioncHl  in  the  (iovernuKint's  Memo  rand  uni? — No.     1 
call  it  an  Advisory  Board,   and   you   call   it   a   Council.      1   o))ject 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  })roposed  to  be  constituted  in  the  (iov 
vernment's  Memorandum. 

1616.  But  the  Covernment  have  the  Board  elected  from  liic 
Council  ? — I  would  only  have  one  Board  ;  I  woiiM  not  hnxc  this 
duplication. 

1617.  'these  men  elected  out  of  these  different  Associations,  or 
whatever  you  may  elect  them  from,  would  form  an  .\dvisory 
Board  ? — Yes. 

1618.  You  think  it  Avould  be  able  to  work  with  that  Board? — 
Yes. 

1619.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Taking  into  consideration  what  a  sparsely 
populated  country  this  is,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  members 
from  the  different  centres,  do  you  think  the  country  is  ripe  for  the 
establishment  of  these  Councils  and  Boards  of  Agriculture  '. — 1 
must  at  once  admit  that  there  is  a  grave  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
the  question  on  account  of  the  sparseness  of  the  population,  and 
the  diflticulty  of  transjjort;  but  when  I  look  at  the  gravity  of  the 
situation,  as  far  as  agriculture  is  concerned,  I  should  not  allow  the 
biggest  difficulties  to  stand  in  the  way,  but  that  w^e  should  try  to 
overcome  them  in  some  way  or  another,  and  make  these  sparsely 
populated  parts  well  populated. 

1620.  You  strongly  favour  the  formation  of  an  Agricultural 
Board? — Yes,  very  strongly;  as  an  Advisory  Board. 

1621.  Mr.  Blaine.]  You  would  eliminate  one  of  the  proposed 
bodies? — I  suggest  that  there  should  be  an  Advisory  Board  only  to 
advise  the  Government. 

1622.  You  propose  to  make  the  present  suggested  Council  take 
the  place  of  the  Board,  and  you  add  to  that  small  local  Commit- 
tees?— I  adhere  to  my  suggestion  of  an  Advisory  Board. 

1623.  Mr.  Owen- Lewi  ft.]  I  take  it  that  your  great  ohjection  to  the 
scheme  outlined  in  the  Memorandum  of  the  Government  is,  that 
the  Divisional  Councils  would  have  control? — Yes.  And  I  object 
to  their  having  financial  control,  which  they  would  also  have. 

1624.  If  some  scheme  were  drawn  up  in  which  the  landowners 
were  to  elect  representatives  on  local  Committees  and  on  the  Coun- 
cil would  you  object  to  it? — I  would  like  to  see  the  details  before 
making  a  statement.  I  feel  very  strongly  that  any  scheme  which 
is  going  to  succeed  depends  on  the  man  who  is  appointed  as  Under 
Secretary  for  Agriculture.  My  view  is  that  no  expense  should  be 
spared — you  must  get  the  best  man  you  can,  who  will  be  in  touch 
with  the  Sub-Departments,  and  have  absolute  control  over  the 
clerical  and  professional  branches.  He  should  be  responsible  to 
the  Minister  for  Agriculture,  who  in  turn  would  be  responsible  to 
Parliament. 

1625.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  Then  you  are  absolutely  of  ojiinion  that 
the  existins  Agricultural  De])artment  does  not  in  anv  way  answer 
to  what  you  have  described  ?— Not  at  all.  The  Under  Secretary's 
time  is  taken  up  in  writing  letters,  which  any  junior  clerk  could 
write,  and  the  professional  men  under  him  have  to  go  through  piles 
of  correspondence  and  fill  in  innumerable  forms  and  requisitions 
})eforc  anything  practical  can  be  done,  very  often  in  matters  re^ 
quiring  despatch. 
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1626.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Boai'd  of  the  Elsen- 
burg  Agricultural  College? — Yes. 

1627.  Are  you  satisfied  that  the  College  is  answering  in  every 
way  the  purposes  it  was  intended  to?-^I  have  only  been  on  the 
Board  for  a  short  time ;  to  my  mind  the  College  has  not  been  an- 
swering the  intended  purpose;  but  the  question  is  whether  we 
won't  succeed  in  making  a  success  of  it.  We  have  had  rather  up- 
hill work.  The  offices  of  principal  and  dairy  expert  have  l^een 
vacant,  but  I  hope  when  the  new  appointments  are  made,  and  with 
a  little  patience,  the  College  Avill  fulfil  expectations. 

1628.  Would  you  l)e  in  favour  of  more  institutions  of  that  kind 
being  established,  or  would  you  rather  favour  Experimental  Sta- 
tions ? — I  would  certainly  have  an  Agricultural  College  in  the 
Eastern  Province,  because  faiming  there  is  entirely  dift'erent  from 
that  in  the  Western  Province.  I  should,  therefore,  have  one  in  the 
East  and  one  in  the  West,  and  have  Experimental  Stations  in  con- 
nection with  them. 

1629.  Mr.  (kven-Lewis.]  You  said  that  you  thought  the  perman- 
ent head  of  the  Agricultural  Department  should  be  a  professional 
man  ? — Yes. 

1630.  Do  you  think  it  is  more  important  that  he  should  be 
an  expert  administrator  than  that  he  shoulcl  be  an  expert  in 
agricultural  matters? — T  think  he  should  be  l)oth;  1)ecause 
the  administration,  as  far  as  finances  are  concerned,  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  clerical  part  of  the  office;  but,  as  far  as  actual  work 
is  concerned,  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  professional  man  at  the 
head  of  each  Department. 

1G3].  Do  you  think  that  a  really  capable  administrator  with 
an  efficient  staff  of  experts  is  what  we  want  ? — No,  I  should  prefer 
a  professional  man.  having  a  general  knowledge  of  each  branch. 

1632.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Suppose  that  you  had  these  reforms  which 
you  sketch  in  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, and  suppose  you  were  able  to  have  these  two  Agricultural 
Colleges  and  Experimental  Stations,  do  you  think  a  Board  would 
still  be  desirable  to  bring  the  farming  community  in  touch  with  the 
Department? — Certainly.     I  think  the  Board  most  essential. 

1633.  ChairmanP\  You  said  that  the  Under  Secretary  for  Agricul- 
ture should  1)e  a  professional  man,  do  you  not  think  that  every 
blanch  of  the  Dei^artment  should  ha\'e  a  professional  man  at  its 
head  ? — Yes,  an  ex])ert. 
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Alexander  .■Innesley  Persse,  examined. 

1634.  Chairman.]  What  office  do  you  hold  ? — I   am    at    present 
Secretary  to  tlie  Western  Province  Agricultural  Society.    I  am  also 
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Sccrotarv  to  the  Fruit  Exjwrters'  Association,  aiul  of  tlic  EIs(Mil)uro- 
Advisoiy  Board.      I  have  also  acted  as  Secretary  to  the  Horticul 
tural  Board.      I  liave  held  my  present   position    tor    the    last    two 
years,  and,  pi'evioiis  to  thai,  T  was  ein])lo\-e(l  for  ten  years  in  the 
Agricultural  Department  here. 

1635.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
.Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective^  of 
politics,  from  all  i^arts  of  the  Colony?  The  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be  :  (1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  afi'ecting  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  country;  and  (2)  to  consider  and  re])ort  to  a  Board 
of  Agriculture  u]ion  schemes  submitted  to  them  '. — In  my  opinion 
a  Council  of  Agriculture  on  the  lines  suggested  in  the  Government 
Memorandum,  though  no  doubt  excellent  in  theory,  would  prove 
of  very  little  ]i radical  utility.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say,  that  the 
members  would  be  elected  irrespective  of  politics,  but,  judging  from 
experience,  no  matter  whether  the  elections  were  made  by  the 
Divisional  Councils,  or  by  popular  vote,  politics  would  play  a  con- 
siderable part  in  such  elections.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  principal 
duties  of  such  a  Council  would  be  to  elect  the  proposed  Board  of 
Agriculture,  and  that  having  performed  this  duty  the  tendency 
would  be  to  sink  into  oblivion  until  the  lime  for  another  election 
came  round.  The  Council,  as  proposed,  would  practically  l)e  an 
Agricultural  Parliament,  and  while  the  farming  comnnuiity  is  so 
strongly  represented  in  the  existing  Legislature,  I  fail  to  see  the 
necessity  for  such  a  Council. 

1630.  You  think  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  have  a  Council  of 
Agriculture'? — Yes,  I  do  not  think  the  time  is  ripe  for  it. 

1637.  You  will  admit  that  the  country  is  far  behind  with  regard 
to  the  development  of  its  resources? — I  certainly  think  there  is  great 
room  for  improvement  in  that  respect. 

1638.  You  agree  that  something  must  be  done  ?— Certainly. 
Everybody  ought  to  endeavour  to  do  something  in  that  direction. 

1639.  i\nd  if  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  up  to  the  present 
it  is  our  duty  to  tiy  and  do  something  now? — Yes. 

1640.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Are  you  acquainted  with  how  the  Horti- 
cultural Board  is  formed? — Yes,  I  acted  as  Secretary  for  a  good 
many  years. 

1641.  And  how  Farmers'  Associations  are  formed? — Yes. 

1642.  Are  they  doing  any  good? — Yes,  to  a  certain  extent. 

1643.  Do  you  think  the  Agricultural  Department  could  get  on 
just  as  well  without  them? — No,  I  think  they  are  very  valuable  in 
getting  information. 

1644.  Why  do  you  say  then  that  the  Council  of  Agriculture 
would  be  of  no  use? — It  w^ould  not  be  altogether  useless,  but  you 
are  going  in  for  a  big  body,  and  the  ciuestion  is  whether  you  "are 
going  to  pay  the  members  for  attendance  at  the  meetings. 

1645.  Apart  from  any  financial  considerations,  do  you  think  it 
would  be  of  any  use  to  have  a  body  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  the 
suggested  Coimcil  of  Agriculture  ? — I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for 
two  bodies. 

1646.  You  have  a  good  deal  of  acquaintance  with  the  farming 
commitnity? — Yes,  a  casual  acquaintance. 

1647.  Would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  to  get  them  to  organise? — 
Yes;  but  it  shoukl  come  from  them. 

1648.  How  would  you  proceed? — I  think  you  could  leave  a  good 
deal  to  individual  effort  in  the  wav  of  forming  Farmers"  Associa- 
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tions.    Most  districts   have   tlieir  Farmers'  Associations,  and  they 
have  an  Agricultural  Union,  and  Farmers'  Congress  eveiy  year. 

1649.  Are  vou  acquainted  in  how  far  Farmers'  Associations  are 
formed  in  the  countrv  districts,  and  with  what  success  they  do  the 
duties  which  thev  were  intended  to  dof  As  far  as  the  Colony  is 
concerned,  do  you  think  the  farmers  are  organised  in  regard  to 
Farmers"  Associations  for  the  purposes  for  which  such  institutions 
were  intended  to  be  developed?—!  think  they  generally  have  a 
Farmers'  Congress  every  year. 

1650.  How  many  districts  are  represented  ?—Tt  is  practically 
only  representative  of  the  Eastern  Province. 

'1651.  You  have  not  gone  really  into  the  cpiestion  as  to  how  far 
these  Congresses  represent  the  Colony? — I  cannot  say  that  I  have 
gone  deeply  into  the  question. 

1652.  You  think  it  would  he  a  good  thing  if  the  farmers  were 
organised? — Theoretically,  it  would  l)e. 

1653.  What  do  you  mean? — The  tendency  is  they  would  come 
together,  and  meet  once,  and  elect  a  Board  of  Agriculture,  which 
is  "an  enormous  business  to  get  them  to  do,  and  they  cannot  meet 
more  than  once  a  year. 

1654.  Supposing  that  this  Council,  instead  of  being  the  Council 
for  the  whole  of  the  Colony,  were  local  Committees  of  Agriculture, 
elected  Iw  farmers  in  every  division,  do  you  think  that  would  do 
any  good? — Yes,  if  you  could  keep  them  up  to  their  duties. 

1655.  You  would  not  advocate  it,  because  you  think  they  might 
get  slack? — Yes. 

1656.  Yon  think  it  better  to  leave  the  Council  alone? — Yes. 

1657.  il/r.  Ruhidge.]  You  say  that  you  think  the  present  system 
of  Farmers'  Associations  would  meet  the  case  ? — I  do  not  say  it 
would,  but  I  said  it  should  come  from  the  farmers  themselves. 

1658.  Do  not  you  think  if  a  Committee  is  appointed  in  each  dis- 
trict in  the  Colom^  to  elect  members  for  the  Council,  that  their 
functions  should  not  stop  there,  but  that  that  Committee  should  be 
an  Advisory  Committee  in  that  district  in  case  of  anything  happen- 
ing there — somebody  with  whom  the  Government  could  communi- 
cale,  and  consult  with  in  any  matter  affecting  their  interests? — If 
they  carry  out  their  duties,  the  idea  would  be  an  excellent  one. 

1659.  Are  you  aware  as  to  how  the  Afrikander  Bond  works  its 
])olitical  organisation? — I  have  not  a  very  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  Afrikander  Bond;  l)ut  I  think  that  farmers  will  go  miles 
for  a  political  meeting,  whereas  they  would  not  trouble  about  a 
farmers'  meeting. 

1660.  If  Committees  were  formed  in  each  district,  do  not  you 
think  you  would  get  the  English  as  well  as  the  Dutch  farmers  to 
join  and  work  for  their  mutual  benefit,  if  these  Committees  are  the 
medium  l)y  which  they  could  got  into  direct  touch  with  the  Agri- 
cultural Do))artment? — The  idea  is  an  excellent  one,  but  I  am  look- 
ing as  to  whether  it  will  work  or  not,  and  my  opinion  is  that  it  will 
not  work.  At  the  start  there  may  be  a  certain  amount  of  energy, 
but  after  that  things  will  slack  off,  unless  there  is  some  burning 
questions,  such  asthe  Scab  Act,  which  might  keep  them  alive  for 
a  certain  time.  T  think  it  is  rather  a  comjilicated  way  of  going  to 
work  l)y  getting  a  Co)nmiitee  first,  Ihen  a  Council,  ;ind  ihon  a 
Board. 

1661.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Do  you  know  the  (lifhculty  there  is  in  form- 
ing ;i  Fnrmers'  Assoeiaiion  in  the  upcouiilrv  districts  ?-  Yes.  T 
can  undersland  it. 


l(j(')2.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  such  bodies  were  recognised  by 
law,  and  some  inducenicnt  were  given  to  the  farmers  to  form 
Associations,  il  would  be  an  advantage? — Certainly,  where  they 
wished  to  establish  them,  1  would  give  them  every  advantage  and 
lacility. 

1063.  The  districts  T  am  referring  to  have  hitherto  not  shown 
any  desire  to  form  Associations? — If  you  gave  them  any  facility,  1 
doubt  whether  they  would  take  advantage  of  it. 

1664.  Mr.  f)i>st/ii(is('n.]  It  is  your  opinion  that  there  is  not  sufKi- 
cient  co-operation  in  the  (bfferent  districts  to  take  enough  interest 
in  this  scheme? — Yes. 

1665.  Mr.  Rogers.]  I  su])])Ose  you  are  aware  of  the  backward 
elate  of  the  farming  industry  in  this  country? — In  parts  it  is  so. 

1666.  Take  it  generally? — Yes.  I  know  farmers  have  a  great 
many  tlifficulties  in  this  country. 

1667.  What  is  the  reason  of  this  backward  state  of  things  in 
Agriculture  in  this  country? — That  is  a  very  wide  question.  You 
cannot  put  it  all  down  to  the  farmers.  Look  at  the  awful  droughts 
we  have  had.  There  are,  of  course,  a  number  of  enterprising  far- 
mers, and,  on  the  other  hand,  farmers  who  do  not  do  all  they  might 
to  develop  the  country:  l)ut  they  have  a  good  deal  against  them, 
and  I  do  not  consider  that  this  is  an  ideal  countrv  for  farming 
at  all. 

1668.  Do  not  you  think  that  some  means  should  be  devised  to 
alter  this  state  of  things? — Certainly,  anything  that  you  can  do  to 
im})rove  the  production  of  output  is  highly  essential. 

1669.  I  understood  one  of  your  objections  to  the  Council  is  that 
ii  would  become  a  political  body  i — Yes,  I  think  it  would. 

1670.  You  suggested  that  the  proposed  functions  of  the  Council 
could  be  performed  by  the  Farmers'  Associations  ? — I  think  the 
principal  function  would  be  to  elect  a  Board  of  Agriculture. 

1671.  You  think  that  election  might  be  made  by  the  Farmers' 
Associations? — That  is  a  moot  question.  I  think  their  advice  might 
be  taken,  or  Government  might  take  the  responsibility  of  a])point- 
ing  the  mend)ers. 

167"2.  What  is  your  opinion  of  Farmers"  Associations  with  regard 
lo  ))olitics? — Of  course,  they  do  a  gi'eat  deal  in  that  direction,  but 
some  things  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  politics  out  of;  for  instance, 
questions  of  scab  and  fencing,  which  are  both  political  and  farming 
questions. 

1673.  In  a  country  such  as  this,  whicii  is  so  very  conservative, 
and  in  which  old  prejudices  cling  very  strongly,  do  not  you  think 
it  would  make  the  election  of  the  Council  exceedingly  unpopular  if 
the  Farming  Associations,  as  at  present  constituted,  had  a  say  in 
the  matter? — That  was  not  my  idea  at  all.  My  idea  is  that  there 
is  no  need  for  a  Council. 

1674.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.']  You  said  that  the  idea  is  all  right,  but 
vou  believe  there  would  be  great  difficultv  in  carrving  it  out? — 
Yes. 

1675.  If  it  was  found  that  it  could  be  carried  out,  do  you  think 
that  it  would  l)e  a  good  thing? — Yes,  but  I  am  firuily  convinced  it 
will  not  act  in  practice. 

1676.  One  of  your  objections  to  the  Council  was  the  difficulty 
in  getting  the  people  together? — Yes,  there  would  always  ])e  that 
tendency,  and  at  the  same  time,  I  think  it  is  a  verv  large  and  un- 
wieldy l)ody.  If  constituted  as  suggested,  it  would  be  a  body  of 
110  meml)ers,  and  would  lie  Uke  a  rarliamt^nt,      Things  would  be 
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carried  by  a  majority  of  five  or  six,  and  so  would  not  be  representa- 
tive of  the  Colony. 

1677.  How  are  you  going  to  get  at  the  views  of  any  body  of 
people,  unless  you  are  going  to  ask  them  to  send  representatives, 
and  then  hear  what  the  views  of  the  rei)resentatives  are?~Yes,  but 
I  think  you  can  get  the  views  without  having  the  Council.  You 
could  get  them  in  Parliament. 

1078.  You  say  you  think  the  Council  would  be  too  big?— 1 
think  it  would  be  very  unwieldy. 

1679.  What  would  you  sayto  a  proposal  to  divide  the  Council 
up  into  representatives  of  the  nine  different  Electoral  Provinces 
into  which  the  Colony  is  divided,  and  let  these  different  Provinces 
hold  meetings  of  their  own,  so  that  there  would  be  a  Council  for  the 
North-Western  Circle,  the  Southwestern,  and  so  on  ?— I  do  not 
know  whether  that  would  i)e  likely  to  secure  uniformity  in  any 
wav. 

"  1680.  Then  the  idea  was  that  they  should  have  an  Annual 
Congress  of  the  representatives  of  these  Circles,  to  be  held  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  Colony  in  each  year? — I  cannot  say  that  the  ])lan 
appeals  to  me  any  more  than  the  other. 

1681.  You  believe  the  idea  is  all  right?— Yes,  but  I  don't  think 
the  lime  is  ripe  for  it. 

1682.  Why  not? — I  think  the  movement  should  come  from  the 
people  themselves.  Wlien  there  is  any  real  desire  shown  by  the 
people  to  have  a  Council,  let  them  have  it,  and  let  the  Government 
give  them  every  encouragement  to  do  so. 

168:].  Mr.  Ah-ahamson.]  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Commit- 
tees that  have  been  elected  in  the  different  districts  with  regard  to 
the  Animal  Diseases  Act  ? — I  have  not  had  much  acquaintance  with 
their  working. 

1684.  They  are  Committees  which  take  these  matters  in  hand 
in  the  different  districts,  and  they  have  been  found  to  work  to  very 
great  advantage.  Now,  if  you  were  satisfied  that  that  were  so, 
would  that  alter  your  opinion? — I  do  not  think  so. 

1685.  Yovi  say  that  if  there  is  no  desire  shown  by  the  farmers 
in  the  Colony  that  any  change  should  take  place  with  regard  to 
the  present  position,  then  they  should  be  left  alone,  as  far  as 
regards  the  idea  of  organisation? — I  do  not  think  that  organisation, 
in  the  manner  proposed,  will  secure  any  adequate  results. 

1686.  You  would  do  nothing  in  tbe  direction  of  having  these 
District  Councils  at  present? — No. 

1687.  Chairman.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  proposed  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  eighteen  members  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture, 
to  hold  olfice  for  a  j^eriod  of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  follow- 
ing manner: — 'i'he  collective  representatives  on  the  Agricultural 
Council  from  each  of  the  nine  electoral  piovinces  in  the  Legislative 
Council  to  elect  from  their  own  numbers  two  members?— A  Board 
of  Agriculture  consisting  of  practical  farmers  to  advise  the  (Jov- 
ernmenl  on  all  matters  connected  with  agriculture,  siiould  cer- 
tainly prove  of  benefit.  As  regards  iuind)ers.  tiic  smaller  the 
better  so  long  as  each  branch  of  agricMdt  me  were  a(h'(|uately  repre- 
sented. If  the  election  were  made  in  the  manner  pioposed,  there 
is  a  possibility  that  one  l)ianch  of  agi'icidture,  say,  for  instance, 
sheep  farming,  might  he  over  represented,  while  another  branch  of 
agiiculluic,  say,  for  instaiu'c,  ostrich  fai'ining,  might  not  be  repre- 
sented at  all.     Would  it  not  lie  Ix'ttcr  foi-  ihe  Government  to  select 
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representatives  from  amons  the  leading  men  in  each  particular 
branch  of  a,L>riculiiire.  In  order  to  obviate  any  cliarycs  of  favour- 
itism, or  political  jobbery,  advice  could  Ije  obtained  or  popular  vote 
taken  in  the  districts  particularly  concerned  in  each  branch  of  agri- 
culture. 

1688.  Mr.  (hren- Lewis.]  You  say  that  you  are  in  favour  of  the 
Board  of  Ajiiiculture,  luit  that  its  members  should  be  nominated 
by  Governnu'nt? — The  ditlficulty  is  this:  My  opinion  is  against  the 
formatiou  of  a  Council  of  Agriculture,  and  if  the  Council  of  Agri- 
culture is  not  put  into  existence,  you  will  have  to  tind  some  other 
means  of  electing  the  Board,  and  if  you  put  the  matter  to  popular 
vote  in  each  district,  you  would  have  a  very  valuable  body  of  men 
I  have  no  dou))t,  but  I  think  you  would  not  have  each  branch  of 
agriculture  represented  as  it  should  he.  -Dairy-farming,  cattle- 
breeding,  horse-breeding,  wine-farming,  tobacco-farming,  etc.,  all 
should  be  represented  on  that  Board. 

1689.  What  size  would  you  suggest  that  Board  to  be? — I  would 
try  to  kee])  it  as  small  as  p'ossil)le.  Tt  has  always  been  found  that 
the  smaller  the  Board,  the  better  it  works. 

1690.  Do  you  think  the  suggested  number  27  is  too  big? — No, 
1  think  that  is  a  good  sound  number. 

1691.  You  say  that  it  would  l)e  better  for  the  Government  to 
nominate  the  members? — I  merely  throw  that  out  as  a  suggestion. 

1692.  Of  coiirse,  it  is  an  important  ])rinciple  whether  you  are 
going  to  have  the  Board  nominated  by  the  Government,  or  elected 
by  the  farmers?— Under  the  proposed  scheme,  half  would  be  nomi- 
nated by  Government,  so  that  it  would  j^ractically  go  all  the  same 
way. 

1693.  No,  only  one-third? — I  meant  to  say  that  the  idea  of  the 
Government  having  to  nominate  any  would  be  to  secure  a  pre- 
ponderance of  the  Government  party? 

1694.  No,  the  idea  is  to  secure  representation  for  interests  not 
represented  by  those  chosen  at  the  election? — Would  it  not  be 
possible  to  leave  the  election  to  the  Circles  in  the  same  way  as  the 
Upper  House  is  elected  ? 

1695.  But  the  question  is  are  you  in  favour  of  this  Board  being 
elected  by  the  farmers  in  each  district,  assuming  that  you  disap- 
prove of  the  Council  ? — It  w^ould  be  better,  because  you  would  get 
every  interest  represented. 

i695A.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would  take  an  interest  in  the 
election  of  the  Board? — Yes.  all  they  woukl  have  to  do  is  to  record 
their  vote.  Probably  half  would  not  go  at  all,  but  still  you  would 
get  a  representation  of  popular  feeling. 

1696.  You  think  the  fact  of  having  to  vote  for  a  mem])er  of  the 
Board  would  induce  them  to  take  some  interest  in  the  Board? — 
Yes,  if  it  is  left  entirely  to  Government,  people  would  soon  start 
throwing  stones,  and  finding  fault. 

1697.  Would  they  not  take  the  same  interest  in  electing  the 
Council  ? — There  is  a  lot  of  work  involved  in  the  Council,  whereas 
with  regard  to  the  Board,  they  would  only  be  required  to  vote  once 
in  three  years. 

1698.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  farmers  or  landowners  in 
each  ward  should  elect  one  or  two  members  to  sit  on  a  local  Com- 
mittee of  Agriculture  for  each  Fiscal  Division — that  is  the  only 
election  there  is  going  to  be  as  far  as  the  people  are  concerned, 
because  each  Fiscal  Committee  would  nominate  one  member  to 
serve  on  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Council  would  elect 

M  2 


164 

the  Board,  so  that  the  argument  that  the  people  would  have  the 
trouble  of  going  and  voting  for  the  Council  of  Agriculture  would 
not  hold  i — What  I  said  was  that  after  having  voted  for  the  Coun- 
cil, and  after  the  Council  voted  for  the  Board,  they  would  lapse 
into  oblivion. 

1699.  That  would  be  the  Council,  but  not  the  Board'?— No,  the 
Board,  I  take  it,  woidd  have  to  meet  constantly,  say,  once  a  month. 

1700.  You  are  quite  in  favour  of  having  the  Board  elected  by 
popular  vote? — Yes,  T  think  so.  I  am  not  against  nomination  by 
Government,  but  I  think  on  the  whole  it  would  l)e  l)etter  to  elect  it 
by  popular  vote  if  possible. 

1701.  \voal  you  approve  of  having  an  elected  Committee  of 
Agriculture  in  each  Fiscal  Division  ? — I  think  the  only  body  I  really 
approve  of  is  the  Board. 

1702.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Would  you  give  the  power  to  Farmers' 
Associations  and  Agricultural  Societies  of  electing  the  members  of 
this  Board  '.  The  troul)le  is  that  in  some  districts  you  have  them 
and  in  others  you  have  not.  How  would  you  do  in  districts  where 
there  are  no  Farmers'  Associations? — If  they  existed  in  every  dis- 
trict, I  would  say  the  principle  would  be  right. 

1703.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  confine  the  power 
of  electing  the  members  of  this  Board  to  landowners  and  tenant 
farmers  -those  immediately  concerned  in  agricultural  and  pastoral 
farming? — Yes,  I  see  no  objection  in  that  as  they  are  the  persons 
who  are  interested.  You  want  practical  farmers  on  the  Board, 
and  you  have  the  expert  officers  of  the  Department  if  required. 

1704.  Chairman.]  Your  objection  seems  to  be  that  by  election 
the  dift'erent  industries  in  the  Colonv  will  not  all  be  represented? 
-Yes. 

1705.  You  admit  that  in  a  stock-farming  district  a  stock-farmer 
would  be  elected,  and  in  a  viticultural  district  a  wine-farmer,  and 
so  on,  would  that  not  do  away  with  your  objection? — I  do  not  think 
so,  because  al)out  half  of  the  Colony  is  devoted  to  sheep-farming, 
so  probably  half  the  members  of  the  Board  would  be  sheep-farmers. 
I  have  no  o))jection  to  that,  but  I  think  all  the  different  industries 
should  be  adeipiately  represented. 

1706.  Mr.  Oosthniseii.]  Do  you  think  that  would  be  the  means 
of  bringing  the  farmers  into  closer  touch  with  the  Government  ? — 
Yes,  I  think  it  would  tend  in  that  direction.  The  farmers  would 
know  that  the  policy  of  the  Agricultural  Department  was  l)eing 
directed  by  their  representatives. 

1707.  But  there  would  be  no  body  in  each  district  with  which 
the  Government  could  come  into  contact.  How  could  the  farmers 
make  their  requirements  known? — T  presume  in  the  same  way  that 
members  have  of  giving  an  account  of  their  stewardshi|).  I  would 
give  tlu'm  the  power  to  elect  somebody  else  in  the  i)lace  of  anyl)ody 
who  is  not  doing  his  duty. 

170s.  Wbat  I  meant  is  this,  that  it  would  be  only  a  Board 
formed  by  a  very  few  men  to  rei)resent  the  whole  of  the  Colony. 
There  will  be  no  association  in  a  district  witb  which  the  Ciovern- 
ment  could  communicate  in  case  of  anything  happening  in  the  dis- 
trict?—  I  think-  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  1  do  not  see  anv  reason  whv 
the  representative  of  that  district  on  the  I'.oard  slioidd'  not  he  made 
the  niediiini.  It  would  he  \('r\'  easy  to  i)i'ing  to  his  notice  if  there 
is  anything  hai)peniiiL'  in  liial  p;i  iticular  district  which  wants 
atteidion,  aiul  he  couhl  \fiy  s(K)n  hi'ing  it  lo  the  notice  of  Ijie  (ioy- 
eriMiiriit 
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1709.  Mr.  Uiihi.dtjr.]  You  say  you  iirc  in  I'avoui'  of  a  Board,  but 
you  liave  not  nivon  this  f 'oiiiiuission  any  idoa  how  to  set  the 
machinery  in  motion  for  electing  it.  You  said  something  about 
electoral  provinces,  each  sending  representatives? — I  think  the 
country  should  be  divided  as  is  done  in  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  landowners  and  farmers  in  each  Circle  should  be  given  the 
right  of  voting  for  so  many  representatives. 

1710.  What  machinery  would  you  put  in  motion  for  nomina- 
ting these  men  for  election  l)efore  they  are  voted  for? — The  same 
machinery  as  is  put  in  motion  for  the  election  of  members  of  Par- 
liament. I  would  advertise  and  say  that  the  election  is  to  take 
j)lace  for  members  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  that  nomina- 
tions will  be  received  by  the  Civil  Commissioner  on  such  ai\d  such 
a  day. 

1711.  There  may  be  perhaps  a  number  of  districts  in  one  Circle, 
and  each  district  might  nominate  a  local  man,  and  th(^  district 
which  had  the  greatest  number  of  voters  would  provide  the  repre- 
sentativ)^? — Y^ou  have  that  same  thing  in  ])retty  well  every  case, 
but  1  do  not  thiid<  there  will  be  such  a  rush  as  that. 

1712.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.']  This  Commission  has  been  appointed 
for  the  i)urpose  of  devising  a  scheme  l)y  which  th(>  farming  com- 
munity will  be  brought  into  touch  with  the  Agricultural  IJepart- 
ment,  and  also  with  a  view  of  seeing  what  can  be  done  with  regard 
to  co-operation  amongst  the  farmers.  Do  you  think  that  a  scheme 
such  as  you  suggest  of  a  Board  being  elected  as  an  Advisory  Board 
for  Government  would  cause  the  latter  to  come  into  touch  suffi- 
ciently with  the  farmers  with  regard  to  such  matters  as  making 
them  take  an  interest  in  irrigation,  water-boring,  fruit-growing, 
and  anything  else  that  should  be  introduced?  Do  not  you  think  it 
would  l)e  advisable  if  it  could  l)e  done,  to  have  some  local  body, 
whc»  having  been  elected  by  the  farmers  in  these  particular  locali- 
ties would  be  able  to  foster  some  interest  in  things  of  that  kind? — 
1  think  I  have  given  my  views  pretty  fully  on  this  point. 

1713.  The  Commission  has  drawn  up  a  memorandum  with 
regard  to  the  establishment  of  this  local  committee  which  they 
would  like  you  to  read  (witness  read  the  memorandum).  After 
reading  this  have  you  anything  further  to  say  with  regard  to  these 
Committees  or  the  Council  of  Agriculture? — IS^o. 

1714.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  admit  that  there  would  be  great 
ditflculties  in  electing  a  Board  of  x\griculture  if  elected  by  itself? — 
1  do  not  see  any  great  difficulties.  I  would  make  a  Parliamentary 
election  of  it  with  certain  limitations.  You  have  the  model  of  the 
machinery  required. 

1715.  Y'ou  would  let  each  province  elect  two  members  to  sit  on 
that  Board?  The  idea  of  Government  having  the  right  of  nomi 
nating  members  is,  I  take  it,  to  appoint  representatives  of  indus- 
tries not  adequately  represented  by  the  election  I — I  should  imagine 
so.  I  would  say  provided  the  Government  nominees  represent  in- 
dustries not  adequately  -represented  that  the  elections  might  be 
made  on  the  same  lines  as  those  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

1716.  These  members  should  be  farmers? — Yes,  j)i'actical 
farmers. 

1717.  Take  the  North -Western  Province,  it  would  elect  two 
men  to  sit  on  this  Board  of  Agriculture? — Yes. 

1718.  And  that  is  'practically  the  only  organisation  of  which 
you  are  in  favour  of  giving  to  farmers  in  addition  to  what  they 
have  at  the  present  time. 
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1719.  So  that  Malmes!)urv,  Pitiuetberg,  Worcester,  Ceres,  Tul- 
ba<7li,  Clanwilliam  and  Namaqualand  are  jointly  to  decide  on  two 
meii  who  are  to  re])re.sent  their  various  industries,  and  these  two 
are  to  be  selected  bv  poi)ular  vot<-?— That  is  merely  a  suggestion. 

1720.  Do  vou  tliink  that  would  l)e  a  good  way  of  giving  all  the 
interests  representation ;— The  only  alternative  is  Government 
nomination. 

1721.YOU  prefer  vour  scheme?—!  am  not  binding  myself  down 
to  the  method  of  election.  I  am  only  giving  my  ideas.  There  may 
be  a  better  way. 

1722.  You*  prefer  that  way  to  having  local  Committees  and  a 
Council '. — Yes. 

1723.  You  prefer  this  way  of  letting  the  farmers  who  occupy 
about  00,000  square  miles  of  country  elect  two  from  amongst  their 
number  to  represent  their  interests? — Yes,  because  I  think  the 
time  is  not  yet  ripe  for  establishing  local  Committees  and  a  Council. 

1724.  You  think  the  time  is  ripe  for  forming  a  Board  of  Agri- 
culture?— Y'es.  I  say  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  country 
and  to  the  Agricultural  Department  if  they  could  have  a  body  of 
practical  farmers  to  assist  them  in  directing  the  policy  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Department. 

1725.  Mr.  Ahraham.son.]  The  intention  is  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture will  be  a  body  which  will  only  advise  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment, and  the  Council  is  to  act  in  the  country,  and  to  be  the 
medium  of  selection  to  this  Board? — Yes,  I  understand  the  details 
perfectly. 

1726.  Chairman.]  You  will  admit  that  local  men  always  take  a 
keener  interest  in  the  advancement  of  local  interests  than  men  who 
live  out  of  the  district? — Yes,  I  suppose  that  is  human  nature. 

1727.  Mr.  ()vP7i-L('wii:.]  Do  not  you  think  you  would  get  a  far 
better  representation  if  you  left  the  choosing  of  the  representatives 
for  each  Circle  to  men  who  represented  each  Fiscal  Division,  and 
who  knew  the  men  there  were  selecting.  If  vou  left  it  to  popular 
vote  in  the  Circle,  some  70  ])er  cent,  of  those  who  were  voting  would 
have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  man  they  were  supi^orting? — 
The  whole  Board  will  advise  for  the  whole  of  the  Colony,  so  one 
man  might  advise  for  a  Circle. 

1728.  Chairman.']  Is  the  Agricultural  Department  as  it  exists  at 
the  })resent  time,  in  your  opinion,  sutticiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community? — The  Agricultural  Department  is  conducted 
on  rather  too  official  lines,  and  is  not  in  such  close  touch  with  the 
farming  po))ulation  as  it  ought  to  be. 

1729.  Mr.  0'wen-Letvi.s.]  From  your  ex|)erience  of  farmers  in 
this  country,  do  you  think  they  are  satisfied  with  the  wa\-  in  which 
the  present  Agricultural  Department  is  worked?— I  do  not  think 
they  are. 

1730.  You  think,  taking  it  as  a  whole,  it  would  l)e  i)erfectly 
fair  to  say  that  the  farmers  were  satisfied  with  the  existing  system? 
— Yes,  when  they  bother  about  it  at  all,  but  a  lot  of  them  do  not 
know  about  its  existence. 

1731.  Is  that  the  fauH  of  the  Agricultural  Department  or  the 
farmers '.-  Both. 

1732.  In  the  Weslcni  Province  Agricultural  -Societx',  what  is 
llic  |troportion  of  actual  farmers  in  the  membership ?-^There  are 
])rol)al)ly  more  town  nieiubers  than  count I'v. 

1733.  The  majority  of  the  Executive  Coniniittce  are  town 
})eo]de  ?— Yes,  they  deal  with  show  matters,  and  so  must  be  i)ersons 
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on  the  .si)ot.  We  have  a  fair  nuniljor  uf  farmers  amont^st  our  mem- 
bers, and  they  are  strongly  I'epresented  on  the  Committee,  but  there 
is  a  preponderance  of  townsmen. 

1734.  Does  the  Horticultural  Board  act  as  an  Advisory  Board? 
--Yes. 

1735.  1  believe  the  Secretar}  for  Agriculture  is  its  Chairman^ 
—Yes. 

173(5.  1  Ijelieve  that  Board  consists  of  delegates  nominated  by 
the  Fruit-growers'  Associations  in  the  different  districts  of  the 
Colony  ? — Yes. 

1737.  In  a  minor  way  it  is  machineiy  on  the  lines  suggested  by 
us? — Yes,  excepting  that  it  is  selected  by  associations. 

1738.  But  then  the  Horticultural  Board,  which  in  a  way  would 
represent  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  is  elected  by  the  different  asso- 
ciations of  fruit-growers  in  different  districts? — Yes. 

1739.  Do  you  think  that  acts? — Yes,  it  seems  to  act  very  well. 

1740.  The  Horticultural  Board  consists  of  representatives 
elected  direct  bv  Fruit-growers'  Associations  in  different  parts  of 
the  Colony? — Yes,  they  are  elected  direct. 

1741.  You  think  that  works  well? — Yes. 

1742.  If  you  had  the  same  thing  among  the  sheep-farmers,  that 
is  if  you  had  a  Board  of  sheep-farmers,  constituted  in  the  same  way 
as  the  Horticultural  Board,  do  you  think  that  might  act? — The 
great  thing  is  you  liave  to  get  a  representative  number  of  members 
of  all  industries,  and  if  you  gel  too  large  a  number  you  would  make 
it  too  unwieldy,  and  you  would  not  get  such  good  work  done  as  you 
ought. 

1743.  You  think  the  Horticultural  Board  does  good  work? — 
Yes,  but  of  course  they  are  not  a  large  body.  If  each  industry  were 
represented  on  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in  the  same  proportion,  it 
would  make  the  Board  too  large. 

1743a.  Your  experience  of  the  Horticultural  Board  Avould  lead 
you  to  believe  that  as  that  works  well,  smaller  (U'ganisations  sonu^- 
what  on  the  same  lines  might  work  as  well  in  other  parts  of  the 
country? — I  think  the  country  as  a  whole  is  not  yet  ripe  for  it. 

1744.  Looking  at  all  these  things  it  does  not  alter  your  idea 
with  regard  to  a  Council? — No. 

1745.  There  have  been  a  number  of  new  members  lately  en- 
rolled in  the  Western  Province  Agricultural  Society? — Yes,  we  gen- 
erally get  a  good  many  new  ones. 

I74(i.  Have  they  been  towaispeople  or  farmers? — Both.  They 
keep  up  the  same  average. 

1747.  Chairman.^  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  tend  towards 
the  more  efficient  and  economical  administration  of  the  funds 
voted  by  Parliament  for  agricultural  purposes  if  the  expenditure 
and  control  of  these  moneys  were  left  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture? 
— As  stated  in  answer  to  a  previous  question,  I  consider  that  a 
Board  of  practical  farmers  would  be  of  ver^^  great  assistance  in 
directing  the  affairs  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  but  I  think 
that  the  functions  of  the  Board  should  be  more  advisory  than  ad- 
ministrative. The  members  of  the  Board  would  not  be  Civil  Ser- 
vants, nor  would  they  be  members  of  Parliament,  and  Avould  not  be 
res])onsible  to  anyone.  The  Minister  for  Agriculture  is  responsible 
to  Parliament  for  the  funds  voted  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  it 
would  hardly  be  fair  to  allow  the  Board  to  have  control  of  the  dis- 
posal of  such  funds.  But  in  disposing  of  such  funds,  the  Minister 
would  be  guided  by  the  advice  of  the  Board.       Say,  for  instance, 
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i'aiiiameiil  voted  a  sum  of  money  for  the  development  of  the  diai'y 
industry.  It  would  then  be  for  the  Board  to  indicate  the  lines  upon 
which  the  money  coukl  l)e  si)ent  to  best  advantage,  and  for  the 
Minister  to  act  upon  their  recommendations.  Divided  authority 
would  never  work.  If  the  Board  were  invested  with  authority  to 
administer  the  funds,  the  necessity  for  a  Minister  for  Agriculture 
ceases  to  exist. 

1748.  By  the  present  system  the  control  of  both  the  clerical  and 
})rofessional  branches  is  brought  under  the  permanent  head,  is  it 
not  i — It  used  to  be  so,  and  I  understand  the  system  still  obtains. 

1749.  Do  you  think  the  clerical  and  professional  branches 
should  be  kept  distinct  ( — I  think  economy  of  administration  and 
greater  elliciency  could  be  obtained  by  combining  the  professional 
and  clerical  branches.  The  system  of  kee})ing  the  j)rofessional  and 
clerical  branches  distinct  is  productive  of  endless  and  unnecessary 
red-tape.  Under  the  system  of  Responsible  Government,  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture  is  of  course  only  temporary;  he  has  not 
usually  tjeen  trained  for  the  position,  and  he  must  have  someone 
to  advise  him  ujion  matters  of  general  policy,  and  the  practice  of 
})ast  years.  For  this  reason  a  i)ernianent  head  of  the  Department 
is  essential:  whether  such  ])ermanent  head  should  be  a  professional 
or  a  lay  man  is  a  matter  of  opinion ;  provided  the  right  man  Ije  ob- 
t.iined,  it  does  not  matter  Avhich.  Business  capacity  and  adminis- 
trative ability  are  the  first  essentials.  Under  him  should  be 
grouped  the  i)rofessional  heads  of  the  various  branches,  who,  sub- 
ject to  the  permanent  head,  who  is  of  course  in  his  turn  responsible 
to  the  Minister  of  x\griculture,  should  be  given  as  wide  authority  as 
is  compatible  with  De})artmental  Control  of  the  details  connected 
with  their  respective  Ijranches.  For  instance,  should  anyone  write 
to  the  De]iartment  about  the  trfnitment  of  a  horse,  fruit  culture, 
entomology,  etc.,  the  matter  could  be  dealt  with  direct  by  the 
branch  specially  devoted  to  that  })articular  subject,  just  as  easily 
as  by  the  clerical  branch,  and  without  unnecessary  duplication  of 
labour.  Of  course  in  all  nuitters  of  policy  or  nuitters  involving  the 
expenditure  of  any  considerable  amount  of  money  the  sanction  of 
the  ])ermanent  head  would  have  to  be  ol)tained  as  at  present,  and  it 
would  be  his  duty  to  see  that  the  various  branches  were  properly 
performing  the  duties  respectively  allotted  to  them.  A  certain 
lu>adquarters  staiT  would  always  be  required  for  Ministerial  work, 
and  f(n"  attending  to  matters  not  falling  under  the  control  of  any 
particular  branch. 

I7r)().  .1//-.  (}r/>m.]  Which  do  you  think  is  the  most  important 
attribute  of  a  permanent  head  of  the  Agricultural  De])artnu'nt  ? 
►Should  it  be  his  professional  abilily  or  his  administrative  al)ility? 
-  Administrative  ability  first.  Vou  have  youi'  professional  officers 
at  the  head  of  each  branch. 

1751.  Blr.  Abrahamson.]  Do  nol  you  Ihink  il  would  be  a  neces- 
sary essential  for  th(>  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department  that  he 
should  be  enaijled  to  take  a  l)7'oa(i  and  inti'lligent  view  of  the  differ- 
ent duties  of  the  heads  of  each  of  the  sub-(h'partments^  Most  de- 
cidedly, that  would  be  essential  for  the  head  of  the  Dejiartment. 

1752.  In  order  to  do  that  he  should  have  some  theoretical  and 
))raclical  knowledge  of  the  different  matters  engaging  the  attention 
of  the  different  branches? — Certainly,  that  would  be  an  advantage. 

175:}.  I  would  lik-e  lo  know  whether  (he  Agricultural  Depart- 
jnent  as  at  prescMil  organised  carries  out  Ihese  views  f  Vou  ask  me 
what  are  the  qualihcations,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  my  business  to 
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SHV  whellicr  Ihcv  nvv  carried  out  or  nol  ;  of  course,  1  have  left  the 
I'lepardiienl  for  some  two  years,  and  my  knowledge  is  therefore  out 
of  date. 

Alfred  Jo/in  Barri/,  examined. 

1754.  C/itiirmdu.]  What  ollice  do  you  hold  (- 1  am  rresident 
of  the  Western  Province  Agricultural  Society. 

1755.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  ijolitics, 
from  all  jiarts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council  to  he  (1)  lo 
consult  on  all  (piestions  affecting  the  agricultural  intei-ests  of  the 
country,  and  {'2)  lo  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — Yes,  I  am  in  favour  of  a  Council 
of  Agriculture,  as  is  stated  in  this  question. 

1756.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  more  desirable  for  the 
iiM mbers  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  be  elected  by  (1)  Com- 
mittees of  Agriculture  which  should  be  formed  in  each  Fiscal  Divi- 
sion, and  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  ward,  or  (2)  that  they 
should  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division? — I 
think  they  should  be  elected  by  popular  vote. 

1757.  Do  you  mean  that  the  Council  of  Agriculture  should  be 
elected  by  popular  vote '. — Yes.  I  think  more  representative  men 
will  be  obtained  in  that  way. 

1758.  Mr.  Ahrahainson.']  One  scheme  is  that  the  farmers  in  each 
Field-cornetcy  should  select,  say,  two  men,  and  that  the  Fiscal  ]3ivi- 
sions  should  all  combine  to  select  one  representative  to  serve  on  the 
Council  of  Agriculture.  Does  that  meet  with  vour  approval  ? — If 
that  means  that  one  man  from  each  Division  should  serve  on  the 
Council  of  Agriculture,  I  am  not  in  favour  of  it. 

1759.  ChairmniiA  What  is  your  reply  to  the  question  with 
r(>gard  to  the  election  of  Local  Committees  of  Agriculture? — 1  think 
that  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  Colony  Avould  be  better  served 
by  having  men  nominated  who  would  represent  the  various 
branches  of  the  agricvtltural  industry. 

1760.  You  have  many  districts  in  which  separate  branches  of 
the  farming  industry  are  specially  represented;  in  one  district, 
stock;  in  another,  agriculture;  in  a  third,  wine  and  fruit,  and  so 
on.  Do  you  think  that  each  district  should  select  a  separate  repre- 
sentative for  these  different  branches  of  farming,  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  district  ? — I  take  it  that  in  each  district  you 
have  men  specially  qualified  and  experienced  in  a  distinct  branch 
of  farming,  whether  it  be  wine  and  fruit  farming,  grain  production, 
or  any  other  section. 

1761.  In  upi-country  disti-icts,  stock-farming  is  the  chief  in- 
dustry. What  then? — ^Then  your  representative  would  be  spe- 
cially experienced  in  stock-farming.  It  is  true  that  the  South- 
western District  is  principally  devoted  to  wine-farming,  but 
although  wine  is  their  staple  industry,  the  farmers  combine  other 
productive  ])ursuits.  They  do  know  more  about  the  wine  and 
l)randy  products  than  anything  else,  but  they  do  not  neglect  other 
branches  of  farming. 

1762.  Do  you  not  think  that  these  Local  Committees  of  Agri- 
culture, if  elected  by  the  ratejjayers  of  each  division,  would  only 
represent  one  special  branch  of  the  industry  in  most  cases,  and  not 
all  branches  of  the  farming  industry  in  that  division  or  district? — 
I'hat  may  be  so,  as  far  as  the  wine  district  is  concerned;  in  these 
the  other  farming  industries  are  of  veiy  secondary  importance. 
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1763.  But  as  the-  Local  Committee  will  be  appointed  in  order 
to  advance  the  general  development  of  a  district,  surely  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Committee  would  take  an  interest  in  general  farming 
affairs,  locally?  Surely,  even  if  a  memljer  of  a  Local  Committee 
were  elected  because  of  his  special  knowledge  of  the  wine  industry, 
he  would  still  take  an  equal  interest  in  other  branches  of  farming? 
— No,  he  would  not;  he  would  place  wine  first,  because  wine  is  his 
staple  industry. 

1764.  But  wine  production  would  not  come  into  conflict  with 
other  sections  of  the  farming  industry? — It  does  not  come  into  con- 
flict, but  he  would  not  take  the  same  interest  in  the  minor,  as  he 
would  do  in  his  principal  branch  of  farming. 

1765.  Mr.  Roaers.]  You  say  you  are  in  favour  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  elected  from  all  parts  of  the 
Colony  ? — Yes. 

1766.  Would  you  allow  that  favour  or  privilege  to  be  extended 
to  coloured  farmers  in  the  Native  Territories? — No. 

1766a.  Why  not? — Because  I  consider  that  they  should  not 
meet  in  Council  with  the  w^hites. 

1767.  Have  they  not  the  same  interest  in  the  country  as  we 
have  ? — In  a  sense  they  have  an  interest  in  the  country. 

1768.  Then  why  should  these  people  not  be  allowed  to  elect  a 
member  for  the  Council  of  Agriculture? — Because,  as  I  have  said, 
I  do  not  consider  that  whites  should  mix  in  Council  with  the  blacks. 

1769.  But  are  they  not  also  farmers  in  the  country? — It  would 
do  neither  side  any  good.  Very  few  whites  would  go  and  sit  in 
Council  with  blacks. 

1770.  You  said  the  members  of  Council  should  be  elected  from 
all  parts  of  the  Colony,  did  you  not? — Yes,  but  the  Chairman,  in  his 
ijuestion,  did  not  include  the  Transkei.  I  thought  those  Territories 
would  be  consitlered  as  being  quite  separate. 

1770.  Mr.  Ofu-en- Lewis.]  Do  you  consider  that  the  establishment 
of  Local  Committees  of  Agriculture  in  each  Fiscal  Division  would 
help  to  organise  the  farming  community  throughout  the  Colony  ? 
—It  should  do  so  if  they  work  together,  and  no  politics  are  brought 
into  it. 

1771.  You  think  the  idea  is  a  good  one;  at  any  rate  worth 
Irving? — ^Yes. 

1772.  And  you  l)elieve  thai  it  would  be  better  if  members  of  the 
(,'oiuicil  were  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Fiscal  Division, 
instead  of  Ijeing  nominated  by  each  Local  Committee  in  the  various 
Fiscal  Divisions  f — No,  I  think  the  Conunittee  in  each  Fiscal  Divi- 
sion should  elect  their  repiesentative.  They  are  better  able  to 
judge  of  the  capacity  and  ex])erlence  of  the  men. 

177:5.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Do  1  undei'stand  you  to  say  that  in 
your  opinion  the  nu'uibers  of  Council  should  be  selected  by  the 
various  farming  interests? — That  is  what  I  would  |)refer  to  see 
done. 

1774.  How  would  you  set  aboul  it  ?  Would  you  give  the  she(>|)- 
farmers,  grain-growers,  stock  and  horse  breeth-rs,  fruit  and  wine 
farmers,  in  each  division,  the  right  to  selt>ct  their  separate  repre- 
sentatives f — Yes.  I  look  at  it  in  this  way,  wher(>  a  Division  has 
several  farming  incUistries  represented  in  it,  each  l)ranch  of  farm- 
ing shoidd  have  its  n'])resentat ive  on  the  Council. 

1775.  How  would  that  work  out'  Take  the  fai'mers  in  the 
Beaufc)rt  West  district  as  an  example,  naturally  they  would  select 
a  representative  experienced  in  sheep-farming.     Or  take  Worcester 
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dislrict, where  you  have  wine,  fruit,  grain,  cattk^  horses,  and  sheep 
all  claiming  the  attention  of  farmers  and  landowners;  how  would 
you  arrange  for  a  rei)resenlative  of  each  of  these  branches  of  farm- 
ing'?— As  far  as  the  fruit  industry  is  concerned,  that  is  a  very  easy 
matter,  l)ecause  you  have  your  Horticultural  Board  and  Fruit- 
growers' Association. 

1776.  But  in  Worcester  district  you  have  half  a  dozen  different 
farming  industries.  Would  you  have  half  a  dozen  representatives.' 
—Yes. 

1777.  Then  the  same  thing  would  apply  to  Colesberg,  where  you 
have  sheep-farmers,  horse,  cattle,  and  ostrich-breeders? — Yes. 

1778.  Do  you  mean  that  you  would  have  four  representatives 
for  Colesberg  district  ?— Yes,  a  representative  of  each  industry,  so 
that  the  requirements  of  each  district  would  be  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Board  or  Council  of  Agriculture. 

1779.  How  would  you  get  this  body  together  f— Let  the  farmers 
of  each  district  select  (he  best  men. 

1780.  Well,  then,  you  would  have  for  Worcester  (i,  and  for 
Colesberg  4  representatives,  only  mentioning  2  divisions.  There 
are  72  divisions  in  the  Colony.  Would  you  go  upon  the  same  lines 
in  each  district,  electing  men  to  represent  the  various  branches  of 
agriculture.'  Would  not  that  mean  the  election  of  about  500 
people? — Yes,  probably. 

1781.  Do  you  not' think  that  would  t)e  rather  unworkable? — 
Yes,  but  I  understand  there  is  to  be  a  sort  of  Executive  Committee, 
The  Board  would  not  consist  of  500  members. 

1782.  But  we  are  referring  to  a  Council  of  Agriculture  repre- 
senting the  several  divisions  in  the  Colony? — You  are  more  likely 
to  get  better  evidence  or  reports  from  500  than  from  200. 

1783.  Would  not  a  Council  of  500  be  too  unwieldy  and  ex[)en- 
sive? — Yes,  they  would  not  be  able  to  meet;  they  would  have  to  uo 
it  by  correspondence. 

1784.  Would  not  a  Council  of  500  be  too  unwieldy  and  expen- 
sive { — Yes. 

1785.  If  you  were  to  select  two  men,  that  is  landowners  or 
farmers,  to  represent  Worcester  on  the  Council,  one  at  least  would 
probably  be  a  wine-farmer.  Is  that  not  so? — They  combine  all 
branches  of  farming.  With  the  exception  of  Hex  River  Valley, 
where  the  majority  of  people  go  in  for  fruit  solely,  the  majority  of 
the  farmers  engage  in  all  kinds  of  farming. 

1786.  But  after  all,  there  is  one  special  branch  of  the  industry 
which  is  paramount  in  each  district,  others  being  pursued  Ijut  not 
to  the  same  extent? — Yes,  each  district  has  its  particular  industry, 
as,  for  example,  we  call  Worcester,  Robertson,  Montagu,  etc.,  the 
wine  district. 

1787.  Now,  by  the  other  scheme,  of  selecting  two  men  from 
each  ward,  and  the  combined  wards  in  a  division  selecting  one 
man,  do  you  not  think  in  that  way  we  would  get  the  voice  of  all 
the  farming  industries  in  that  division,  focussed  as  it  were,  and 
that  the  one  man  selected  would  be  the  man  calculated  to  repre- 
sent and  express  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  farmers  in  that 
district? — I  do  not  think  you  would  get  all  that  you  desire.  I  am 
not  in  favour  of  a  huge  unwieldy  Committee,  but  I  think  each  in 
dustry  should  be  represented,  although  each  district  need  not  be 
represented  on  the  Council  by  every  one  of  its  branches  of  farming. 

1788.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  farming 
industry  if,  in  each  Division,  there  were  a  representative  body  act- 


172 

iug  as  an  Agricultural  Commilteo,  permanently  ?— Well,  in  a  great 
many  districts  vou  have  such  Committees  in  the  shape  of  Commit- 
tees of  the  Agricultural  Societies,  and  the  principal  men  of  the  dis- 
tricts go  upon  these  Committees.  They  are  elected  by  the  mem- 
bers of  their  Society. 

1780.  Ma}-  I  take  it  for  granted  you  are  aware  that  there  are  a 
great  many  districts  in  which  these  Societies  do  not  exist?—!  am 

aware  of  that. 

1790.  Do  vou  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  some  means 
wore  adopted  "to  encourage  the  formation  of  such  organisations  ?— 
Cenainly,  it  is  most  desirable  that  Farmers'  Associations  should  be 
established  in  all  small  districts. 

179J .  And  where  a  difficulty  exists  in  the  formation  of  Farmers 
Associations,  would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  if  you  could  get  the  land- 
owners of  such  a  district  or  division  to  elect  a  Committee,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  would  be  in  a  position  to  communicate  with  the  Gov- 
ernment when  necessary,  and  also  in  a  general  way  to  stimulate 
agriculture  in  the  district  ?—l  take  it  that  such  a  Committee  would 
be  a  Farmers'  Association  for  all  specific  purposes. 

1792.  But  if  there  is  no  desire  on  the  part  of  people  to  take 
any  trouble  in  voluntarily  forming  such  an  Association,  how  are  we 
to  act '. — You  cannot  help  such  people. 

l79o.  Do  you  say  you  would  not  try  to  help  these  peopled— i 
would  not  say  you  should  not,  but  you  cannot  help  such  people, 
because  they  do"  not  want  the  Government  or  anybody  else  to  aid 
them  in  their  farming. 

1794.  Do  you  not  think  some  effort  should  be  made  to  stimu- 
late their  interest  and  activities? — Asking  them  to  form  an  Asso- 
ciation would  be  making  an  effort.  The}-  would  send  the  best 
men  as  their  representatives,  that  is,  if  they  did  not  bring  politics 
into  it. 

1795.  Do  you  see  any  harm  in  asking  the  landowners  to  come 
together  and  elect  such  a  Committee? — Not  at  all.  That  should  be 
done.  They  should  certainly  form  themselves  into  As.sociations, 
and  select  their  representatives  upon  the  Council  of  Agriculture. 

1796.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  Are  you  aware  that  the  attempt  to  carrs'  out 
the  suggestion  of  formiii"'  these  Associations  is  usuallv  surrounded 
with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

1797.  Merely  giving  you  this  as  an  illustration,  supposing  you 
have  a  Farmers'  Association  in  an  extensive  district,  and  yet  there 
is  a  ditficulty  in  getting  farmers  to  meet  in  a  common  centre,  by 
reason  of  which  many  have  not  joined  the  organisation,  do  you 
think,  that  if  there  were  an  election  in  the  difTerent  Field-cornet- 
cies,  you  would  more  effectually  gel  hold  of  the  peo})le  and  per- 
suade thiMu  to  take  a  keener  interest  in  their  mutual  welfare  as 
farmers  ^  It  would  mean  that  in  the  end,  I  daresay;  but  a  very 
Ijig  Association  or  Committee  is  unworkable.  The  work  always 
devolves  upon  the  few  interested,  willing  and  progressive  ones. 
If  you  have  an  Association  formed  in  a  large  (listi'ict  or  division, 
the  Field-cornetcies  will  s[)lit  themselves  up.  There  is  always  a 
leader  in  each  Field-cornetcy,  who  works  u])  the  others,  and  these 
leaders  will  be  chosen  to  re])resent  the  general  l)ody. 

1798.  Is  it  Ix'llei-  Jo  leave  them  to  split  themselves  up  in  the 
various  Wards,  in  the  manner  you  describe? — Whatever  you  do 
they  will  split   up  and  send  their  hcst  men. 

1799.  'i'lien    \()U    agree    that    elections    in    llu!    Field-cornetcies 
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would  be  the  best  means   of    inilnencins    and    interesting  the  far- 
mers?— No,  I  think  the  uther  way  wouhl  be  the  l)esf  means. 

1800.  You  mean  leaving  the  selection  to  the  general  b(jdy  of 
farmers  in  the  district? — Yes. 

1801.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Do  you  not  liiinis  it  would  simplify  the  work 
of  laying  the  foundation  of  an  Agricultural  Council  if  the  nomina- 
tion of  members  were  left  solely  in  the  hands  of  the  landowners 
and  tenant  farmers? — No,  not  tenant  farmers,  because  they  are 
bound  to  their  landlords,  and  have  no  opinion  of  their  own  about 
things. 

1802.  Are  their  industries  and  interests  not  identicar?^Yes. 

1803.  MHiat  harm  could  be  done  by  their  working  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  owners  ? — The  tenant  works  "  on  the  half,"  or  some 
other  system,  for  the  owner  of  the  land.  He  is  not  a  representative 
man  or  a  landowner.    He  is  a  labourer. 

1804.  But  the  object  in  forming  this  Council  of  Agriculture  is 
to  assist  the  tenant-farmer,  and  to  bring  him  more  into  touch  with 
the  Government.  Do  you  understand  that  ? — My  opinion  is,  that 
the  best  way  to  assist  men  of  that  sort  is  to  help  them  to  assist 
themselves,  and  if  they  were  to  follow  the  advice  of  a  great  many 
disinterested  people  they  would  soon  learn  how  to  do  that. 

1805.  But  do  they  not  sometimes  want  pioneer  work  done  on 
their  l)ehalf? — They  have  their  object  lessons  from  other  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  ranks  and  have  become  landowners,  and  who 
now,  in  turn,  employ  these  tenant-farmers.  The  best  farmers  m 
Robertson  and  Worcester  have  risen  in  that  way;  they  have  gone 
ahead  and  left  the  others  behind. 

1806.  Then  you  would  not  give  these  men  the  privilege  of 
having  a  voice  in  electing  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture? 
— Not  until  they  have  worked  themselves  up  beyond  a  certain 
standard,  and  have  achieved  a  certain  amount  of  success. 

1807.  Mr.  Blaine.']  When  you  mentioned  the  necessity  for  repre- 
senting the  different  branches  of  farming  on  the  Council,  in  such  a 
district  as  Colesberg,  which  was  quoted  as  an  example,  do  you  not, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  find  that  these  different  interests  are  usually 
I'opresent^d  in  the  case  of  an  individual  farmer?  Has  not  the  man 
\\\\o  farms  sheep  generally  cattle  and  a  considerable  amoimt  of  land 
under  cultivation,  besides  engaging  in  dairy-farming,  and  possibly 
horse-breeding? — That  is  so. 

1808.  Would  not  that  to  a  certain  extent  overcome  the  neces- 
sity of  selecting  a  representative  of  each  branch  of  the  farming  in- 
dustry?— Yes. 

l'809.  You  understand  that  I  mean  separate  representatives?— 
Yes. 

1810.  Mr.  Rnbidge.']  Do  I  understand  that  you  are  against  giving 
the  right  of  voting  to  what  we  call  the  "  bywoner  "  class? — Yes. 

1811.  On  the  other  hand  you  would  not  ol)ject  to  give  a  vote 
to  a  man  who  leases  a  whole  farm  and  works  it? — No,  but  you  do 
not  find  a  "bywoner"  who  leases  a  whole  farm,  and  there  are  so 
many  farmers  who  are  nominally  owners.  Their  land  is  bonded, 
so  that  it  comes  to  the  same  thing. 

1812.  Chairman?^  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  by  the  Covernment,  and 
eighteen  memliers  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold 
oflice  for  a  ])eriod  of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  following  man- 
n(>r:-"11ie  collective  representatives  on  the  Agricultural  Council 
from  each  of  the  nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative  Coun- 
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cil  to  elect  from  their  own  numbers  two  members? — Yes,  I  think 
that  would  be  the  best  method  of  electing  your  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

1813.  You  understand  that  this  Board  would  form  a  sort  of 
Executive? — Yes,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  work  of  the  Coimcil. 

1814.  Do  you  think  it  is  too  large? — No. 

1815.  Mr.  Ro(jers.]  Do  you  think  the  time  is  ripe  in  this  country 
for  the  formation  of  an  Agricultural  Council  and  a  Board  of  Agri- 
culture '. — I  certainly  think  the  time  is  ri])e  for  something  to  be 
done  l)y  the  Government  on  l)ehalf  of  the  farming  interests  of  the 
country,  if  it  be  only  to  teach  men  who  do  not  know  to-day  what 
they  should  know.  I  may  say,  1  consider  that  the  Agricultural 
Societies  of  the  country  are  doing  a  great  deal  of  good.  Take  our 
Agricultural  Society.  We  have  a  permanent  Secretary,  whose  time 
is  fully  occupied.  He  has  a  great  deal  of  corres])ondence  on  all 
manner  of  subjects  upon  which  he  has  to  get  information.  He  is 
always  being  asked  questions  on  a  great  variety  of  subjects  from 
all  quarters  of  the  country.  If  we  did  not  have  this  Agricultural 
Society  in  Cape  Town,  I  do  not  know  where  we  could  go  for  the 
information  which  the  Secretary  is  able  to  communicate  to  mem- 
l)ers,  especially  upon  matters  which  the  Department  may  consider 
trivial,  l>ut  which  may  be  of  no  small  importance  to  individual 
meml)ers. 

1816.  Chairman.]  In  your  opinion   is   the   Agricultural    Depart 
ment.  as  it  exists  at  the  present  time,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community  ? — No. 

1817.  Do  you  think  that  by  having  the  proposed  Local  Commit- 
tees, and  a  Council  and  Board  of  Agriculture,  the  farmer  will  be  more 
efficiently  brought  into  touch  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture? 
— Yes,  he  will  i)e  more  able  to  voice  his  grievances  on  all  matters 
through  this  Board  of  Agriculture. 

1818.  Do  you  think  that  on  account  of  the  Department  being  in 
touch  with  the  farming  community,  the  development  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  neglected? — I  would  not  like  to  say  that.  I  look  at 
it  in  this  way,  that  certain  sections  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
are  trying  very  hard  to  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  and  are  really  do- 
ing good.  But  the  Department,  as  a  whole,  is  not  doing  the  good 
that  it  should  l)e  accomplishing,  compared  with  the  money  ex- 
pended. 

1819.  You  admit  there  is  scope  for  great  improvement  in  the 
interests  of  agricidtural  development  ? — I  do. 

1820.  Mr.  Oosthicisen.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  Government 
esial)lishiiig  R.xi^erimental  Farms  throughout  the  country? — Do  you 
mean  such  as  Elsenburg? 

1821.  Not  on  so  gigantic  a  scale;  but  on  a  smaller  plan,  would 
yon  1)e  in  favour  of  these  Exj)erimental  Stations? — I  am  very  much 
in  favour  of  them.  I  consider  the  Govc-inment  should  establish 
these  Experimental  Farms  and  Colleges  on  a  smaller  scale  than 
Elscnbnig  in  difYerent  parts  of  the  Colony.  They  should  be  ])lanted 
in  the  Eastern   Province,  and   in  the  South-West. 

1822.  .Mr.  (hvpn-Ij'wis?\  From  your  experience  of  farmers,  do  you 
lliitd<  Ihev  are  satisfied  with  ihe  Agricultural  Department  as  it 
exists'  No,thev  are  not,  but  when  they  are  l)r<)U<^Iil  inio  close  touch 
with  individual  meml)ers  of  the  Department,  they  are  invariably 
very  well  satisfied.  I  will  give  you  an  instance.  A  coujile  of 
months  ago,  the  cry  in  Ihe  Kol)ertson  and  Montagu  district  was,  - 
"What  is  the  good  of  uelting  a  man  from  (he  Goveinment  ?      We 
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know  more  than  he  does."  That  was  before  a  Veterinary  Surgeon 
came  (here,  bill  after  he  came  and  had  left  they  had  all  learned 
something.  I  saw  over  a  hundred  farmers  come  in  to  see  certain 
work  he  was  pei'forming,  and  which  he  did  easily.  They  were 
very  much  sur])rised  to  see  the  work  he  did;  they  were  loud  in  his 
praise,  and  went  so  far  as  to  ask  me  to  see  the  Veterinary  Depart- 
ment in  order  to  try  and  get  a  man  appointed  for  the  district.  This 
otiicial  came  from  Worcester,  and  they  wanted  one  nearer  to  them. 

1823.  ('h((irtit.(ui.]  Do  yon  think  that  a  Roard  of  exi)erienced 
practical  farmers,  presitled  over  by  a  professional  head  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Department,  would  be  more  likely  to  forward  the  interests 
of  agriculture  than  the  present  system? — I  would  approve  of  such 
a  proposal,  if  ))y  "  i)rofessionai  head''  is  meant  a  permanent 
Director  to  carry  out  the  work  of  the  Department,  under  the  respon- 
sible Minister  of  Agriculture. 

1824.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of 
a  permanent  Vice-President  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  who 
would  be  responsible  for  maintaining  a  continuity  of  policy  in  that 
Department  ? — Yes,  1  am  in  favour  of  that  proposal,  the  ai)point- 
ment  being  presumably  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  the  Superintend- 
ent-Generalship of  Education. 

1825.  Ml-,  ih-peri.]  Do  you  think  it  is  more  im])ortant  that  the 
permanent  head  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  should  be  a  good 
administrator,  rather  than,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  practical  expert  f 
•  -He  must  have  administrative  ability;  I  would  put  that  first,  but 
he  should  also  have  a  good  knowledge  of  agricultural  matters  in 
general. 

1826.  Cliainuan.]  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  systems 
imder  which  Agricultural  Departments  in  other  countries  are 
worked  f — Very  little,  but  I  know  that  in  other  countries  they  do 
have  Directors  of  Agriculture.  1  very  much  favour  such  an  appoint- 
ment, and  you  have  a  man  on  the  spot,  not  only  possessing  admin- 
istrative ability,  but  a  vast  deal  of  experience. 

Harry  Millerd  Erpintjham  Orpen,  examined. 

1827.  C/iairinan.]  What  office  do  you  hold  ? — I  am  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Tokai  Convict  Station,  and  the  Porter  R-eformatory. 
and  also  a  member  of  the  Elsenburg  Advisory  Board. 

1828.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture, to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council  to  l)e  (1)  to 
consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — I  am  not  in  favour  of  consti- 
tuting such  a  Board. 

1829.  Why  ( — I  do  not  know  what  good  it  is  going  to  do.  It 
seems  an  enormous  body  to  establish.  My  own  idea  is,  that  if  you 
have  a  live  Agricultural  Department,  with  backbone  in  it,  you  do 
not  want  these  elective  I)odies.  You  have  throughout  the  Colony 
Civil  Commissioners  in  every  district,  men  who  have  reached  that 
position  after  long  years  of  service.  They  are  generally  well 
informed  men,  an(l  I  do  not  see  why  Government  should  not  utilise 
their  services.  I  have  had  fifteen  years'  ex])erience  of  the  country, 
partly  as  Civil  Comnjissioner's  clerk,  and  in  many  respects  Civil 
Commissioners  are  practically  not  used  to  the  extent  they  should 
be,  in  so  far  as  the  agricultural  development  of  their  districts  are 
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concerned.  If  the  Civil  Commissioners  together  with  the  leading 
farmers  of  a  district  were  appointed  an  Advisoiy  Board,  that  would 
accomplish  a  very  considerable  amount  of  good.  You  would  put 
some  life  into  the  district,  and  farmers  would  meet  together  under 
his  guidance,  and  consult  one  another  as  to  the  requirements  of 
their  industry.  But  if  you  are  going,  as  I  understand  the  (juestion, 
to  have  elections  in  each  Field-cornetcy  of  every  Division,  then  it 
will  be  pretty  big. 

1830.  Then  you  are  in  favour  of  an  Advisory  Board? — I  think- 
the  Civil  Commissioners  of  the  various  Divisions  in  the  Colony 
should  be  instructed  to  advise  and  consult  with  the  farmers  in  their 
Divisions.  Many  of  these  districts  are  very  large,  and  the  number 
of  farmers  who  really  take  the  lead  in  any  given  district  is  not 
very  large.  The  Civil  Commissioner  could  vers^  easity  select  so 
many  from  that  number,  and  I  think  an  advisory  system  of  that 
nature  would  l)e  very  helpful. 

1831.  But  is  it  not  the  case  that  Civil  Commissioners  are  fre- 
C|uently  "  here  to-day  and  away  to-morrow,"  and  therefore  it  would 
bt>  impossible  for  them  to  take  the  same  interest  in  a  district  as 
men  permanently  living  in  it  and  farming  there? — That  is  an  ex- 
a.nple  of  the  mistaken  policy  of  the  Government,  in  my  opinion. 
Civil  Commissioners  should  be  left  a  longer  time  in  their  districts, 
only,  of  course,  they  expect  promotion. 

1831a.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Do  you  say  that  the  Civil  Commis- 
sioner in  each  district  should  have  a  small  number  of  the  leading 
farmers,  whom  he  could  nominate,  and  with  whom  he  could  con- 
sult on  farming  matters,  endeavouring  in  this  way  to  stimulate  the 
industry  in  that  Division? — Yes.  Of  course,  the  Civil  Commissioner 
would  be  the  man  to  nominate  the  small  V)ody  of  farmers  for  con- 
sultative purposes.  It  does  not  follow  that  they  should  be  a 
recognised  body,  but  he  might  be  empowered  to  call  these  men  to- 
gether. Districts,  however,  vary  very  much  in  their  various 
branches  of  farming;  they  may  be  sheep,  cattle,  grain,  or  wine  and 
fruit  districts. 

183'2.  Why  would  you  prefer  such  a  system,  to  a  proposal  by 
which  the  landowners  of  each  Division  could  be  asked  to  select  a 
small  l)ody  of  men  to  act  on  the  Council  of  Agriculture  ? — There 
might  be  no  objection  to  that,  except  that  it  necessitates  elections, 
and  would  entail  a  certain  measure  of  expense.  You  have  already 
the  Divisional  Council  Eoll,  and  the  Voters'  Roll,  and  you  would 
have  another  Roll  to  prepare.  You  would  now  throw  it  upon  the 
Civil  Commissioner,  and  he  would  not  thank  you  for  doing  so. 

]832\.  But  you  have  no  objection  to  that? — No,  except  that  T 
should  pr(>fer  to  have  a  sort  of  sweet  simplicity  about  the  scheme. 

183:5.  Do  you  say  you  have  no  objection  to  the  farmers  in  each 
Division  sen(iing  one  of  their  number  to  re])resent  them  in  Con- 
gress, as  it  were,  once  a  year,  in  oi'der  to  talk  over  the  farming 
matters  of  the  whole  country'  1  have  no  objection,  but  what  would 
be  the  outcome?  What  ai'e  the  powers  of  these  bodies  to  he?  Are 
th«\y  to  have  all  the  i)owers  in  their  hands? 

1834.  We  are  asking  you  that  question? — Well  then,  if  vou  have 
an  Agricultural  Department,  let  the  Under  Secretary  have  the 
responsibility. 

183.'5  Do  you  not  approve  of  this  being  mainly  a  consultative 
body,  similar  in  a  great  measure  to  the  Farmers'  Congress  at  the 
nreseitl  time?  If  you  have  these  consultative  bodies  you  will  find 
)he  Minister  of  Agriculture  will  be  "chucking"  the  res])onsibilitv 
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on  Uio  Advisory  Board,  and  the  Under  Secretary  doing  the 
same.  Instead  of  one  man  ha.ving  the  responsibility,  it  will  be 
"  chucked  "  from  one  to  the  other.  Dividecl  res})onsiijility  is  no 
mans  responsibility  and  never  leads  to  good  control. 

183(3.  DO'  you  think  such  a  body  as  J  have  nu'ntioned,  meeting 
once  a  year,  would  do  any  good? — It  would  do  this  good:  it  would 
galvanise  the  farmers  into  taking  an  interest  in  the  general  pro- 
gress of  agriculture;  you  would  make  them  understand  that  they 
wer(5  driving  the  cart. 

1837.  There  is  a  great  desire  at  present  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  to  go  in  for  some  kind  of  co-operation,  in  dairy-farming, 
fruit-farming,  etc.    Are  you  aware  that  this  is  the  case? — Yes. 

1838.  Do  you  not  think  a  ])ody  of  farmers,  such  as  we  have 
sketched,  would  encourage  this  desire,  and  advance  other  useful 
movements  when  they  are  being  discussed? — Yes,  it  would. 

1839.  Therefore,  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  lo 
try  and  do  something  towards  establishing  such  an  organisation? 
■ — Yes,  anything  you  can  do  to  work  up  the  farmers  to  take  an  in- 
terest in  themselves  will  do  good. 

1840.  You  would  like  the  Civil  Commissioner  to  be  at  the  head 
of  such  a  movement? — Certainly,  he  should  be  at  the  head  of  his 
district,  and  should  be  encouraged  to  interest  himself  in  the  agri- 
cultural development  of  his  district. 

1841.  If  they  w^ere  not  to  be  nominated  by  the  Civil  Commis- 
sioner, would  you  prefer  them  to  be  nominated  by  the  farmers,  or 
by  the  Farmers'  Associations,  or  by  popular  vote? — By  the  farmers 
themselves;  you  do  not  have  a  Farmers'  Association  in  every  dis- 
trict. 

1842.  Mr.  Rtibidge.]  You  would  not  allow  "  bywoners "  to  be 
nominated? — No,  the  men  who  own  the  soil,  and  resident  farmers, 
who  are  on  the  s])ot  and  farm  the  land. 

1843.  Mr.  Orjjen.]  You  think  it  is  advisable  that  the  method  of 
selecting  the  members  of  this  Council  of  Agriculture  should  be 
uniform  throughout  the  whole  Colony? — Certainly.  If  a  Council 
of  Agriculture  is  to  be  elected,  then  I  think  a  uniform  method  of 
selection  should  be  observed. 

1844.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  By  putting  the  Civil  Commissioner  at 
the  head  of  the  Committee  in  each  division  would  the  organisation 
receive  an  official  status? — Yes.  The  official  position  of  the  Civil 
Commissioner  would  not  clash  with  his  presence  on  such  an  organi- 
sation. He  would  be  there  as  one  of  the  representatives  on  that 
Board. 

1845.  Do  you  think,  therefore,  the  people  would  look  upon  it 
as  a  genuine  thing? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  have  a  good  effect. 

184G.  Would  it  also  to  a  great  extent  prevent  politics  from 
being  introduced? — Yes,  that  in  my  opinion  is  one  of  the  strong 
objections  to  the  proposal  to  introduce  the  Divisional  Councils. 

1847.  Mr.  (hvcn-Leivis.]  You  think  the  establishment  of  a  local 
Committee  of  Agriculture  in  each  Fiscal  Division  would  be  a  good 
move? — Yes,  I  think  if  you  can  influence  the  farmers  in  any  pos- 
sible way  into  taking  more  interest  in  agriculture,  it  will  do  good. 

1848.  And  you  think  that  the  estal)lishment  of  these  local  com- 
mittees would  lead  to  that? — I  should  say  it  would. 

1849.  Chair7nu7i.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture, 
to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  by  the  Government,  and  18 
m('ml)ers  elected  Iw  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold  office  for 
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a  period  of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  following  manner:  — 
The  collective  representatives  on  the  Agricultural  Council  from 
each  of  the  nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative  Council  to 
eh.'ct  from  their  own  numbers  two  members? — It  seems  such  an 
enormous  body — 27  members.  I  am  not  in  favour  of  it.  It  is  too 
big;  it  is  colossal. 

1850.  If  it  is  too  big  what  is  your  suggestion? — I  think  if  you 
have  one  live  man  who  knows  his  work  you  have  got  as  much  as 
you  require.  You  want  one  head,  entirely  free  from  all  the  routine 
office  work.  Please  understand,  I  am  not  casting  aspersions.  I  am 
afraid  your  Agricultural  Department,  with  such  a  body,  would  be 
merely  a  machine  for  carrying  out  what  it  is  told  to  do  by  this 
Board  of  Agriculture 

1851.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  With  regard  to  the  suggested  Board  of 
Agriculture,  supposing  the  Estimates  are  about  to  be  prepared  for 
Parliament,  do  you  not  think  it  might  be  of  some  advantage  to  the 
Minister  if  he  had  a  body  of  men  representing  the  farmers  of  the 
whole  Colony,  to  whorn  he  could  go  and  say:  "These  are  the  Esti- 
mates, what  do  you  think  ^  Can  you  make  any  suggestions  regard 
ing  them?" — 1  say  that  if  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  knows  what 
he  wants  and  what  the  country  wants,  he  can  frame  his  Estimates 
without  any  such  procedure  as  that  just  mentioned.  My  expe- 
rience is  that  Estimates  are  usually  necessarily  framed  in  a  hurry 
and  they  never  know  what  they  are  going  to  do  with  the  money 
they  proppose  to  spend. 

1852.  Under  these  circumstances  do  you  not  think  it  would  be 
rather  a  good  thing  if,  instead  of  framing  them  in  a  hurry,  or  not 
knowing  anything  about  them  until  they  are  absolutely  framed 
and  sent  to  Parliament,  a  body  consisting  of  representative  farmers 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony  were  to  look  them  over  and  ascertain 
if  they  have  been  done  in  a  hurry,  or  if  they  fail  to  provide  for  re- 
quirements which  they  consider  essential  for  the  advancement  of 
agriculture  in  the  Colony? — I  know  that  if  I  were  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture T  should  like  to  have  the  advice  of  some  men  who  have  a 
knowledge  of  agriculture,  as  to  what  is  really  required.  It  might 
do  good,  but  the  Minfster  has  his  departmental  heads  who  ought 
to  be  able  to  su])ply  him  with  all  necessary  information.  He  might 
be  able  to  take  one  large  sum  and  say,  "  We  intend  to  spend  that." 

1853.  Do  you  think  11  would  be  a  good  thing  if  Parliament,  were 
to  vote  a  liunj)  sum  for  agricult\ire,  and  a  body  such  as  I  have  sug- 
gested were  authorised  to  draw  upon  that,  or'to  be  consulted  as  to 
its  expenditure? — That  might  do  good.  You  never  know  what 
next  year  is  going  to  bring  forth.  I  am  framing  my  next  year's 
Estimates,  and  of  course,  I  do  know  what  I  want — salaries  and  the 
ordinary,  usual  amounts,  but  how  can  the  Minisler  of  Agriculture 
do  it?  How  can  he  say  with  any  degree  of  certainty  what  money 
will  l)e  required  from  the  1st  July,  15)05;  yes  hv  has'lo  do  it  some- 
how. If  a  lumj)  sum  is  to  be  vot(Hl  let  tlie  allocalion  of  that  money 
be  vested  in  him,  althouoh  he  miglil  lake  I  he  advice  of  such  a 
Board  as  you  mention  as  lo  ils  disposal. 

1854.  Then  you  think  it  miglit  l)e  useful  lo  ha\'e  a,  body  of  thai 
kind? — That  is  tlie  dinicidly.  Personally  1  aiu  iiol  in  fa\'oui'  of  a. 
lot  of  ditfereni  Advisoi'v  iJoards. 

1S55.  Are  you  ac(|uaint('(l  wilh  llie  Ilorticull  ural  lioai'd  r -Yes. 
1850.  Do  the  members  in   a   way  advise  I  he  Agricultural  De- 
l)arlment?"  Yes,  and  T  Ihinis   their  advice  is  very  useful. 

1857.  Supposing  the  represenlal ives  of  such  a  body  as  the  Hor- 
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ticultural  Board  and  representatives  of  similar  societies  were  to 
form  an  Advisory  Board  in  connection  witli  the  AgricuKural  De- 
parUnent,  would  not  Ihey  be  able  to  do  even  greater  <4ood  than  the 
Horticultural  Bojird  is  doing  now? — I  certainly  think  so.  I  quite 
agree  with  you.  It  would  be  very  useful.  Only  you  want  to  estab- 
lish an  "official"  Advisory  Board,  and  with  that  1  do  not  agree. 

1&57a.  Only  so  far  "  official  "  because  it  would  be  there  by  law. 
Do  you  approve? — I  understand  you  would  make  it  a  legal  body  by 
Act  of  l^arliament. 

1858.  Mr.  Rvbidge.]  How  would  you  select  this  Advisory 
Board  ? — I  have  not  given  that  any  consideration. 

1859.  Would  you  leave  it  to  the  Government  or  to  the  country? 
— If  you  wished  to  get  the  cream  of  practical  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience upon  an  Advisory  Board,  I  suppose  it  would  have  to  be 
done  by  the  careful  selection  of  the  farmers  themselves. 

1800.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Are  you  not  one  of  the  members  of  the  Elsen- 
burg  Advisory  Board? — Yes. 

1861.  Has  that  Board  been  of  any  service  to  the  Government? 
— Yes,  and  to  the  farmer. 

1862.  Do  you  mean  by  enabling  the  Government  to  do  the  cor- 
rect thing? — I  think  we  have  done  our  best.  We  have  been  helpful 
to  the  management  of  the  farm. 

1863.  Then  these  Advisory  Boards  have  not  been  absolute 
failures? — I  think  they  are  helpful.  A  good  deal  of  responsibility 
is  thrown  upon  the  Board.  It  is  neutral  ground,  a  kind  of "  buffer " 
which  you  can  go  and  hack  away  at. 

1864.  Mr.  Blaine.}  In  this  suggested  scheme  you  would  retain 
the  local  committees  and  the  Advisory  Board? — I  am  not  in  favour 
of  the  Advisorv  Board,  but  a  good  deal  of  good  might  come  from  it. 
I  think  the  whole  scheme  is  too  ambitious.  Where  you  have  a  good 
Civil  Commissioner  capable  of  collecting  and  collating  the  best 
advice  in  the  district,  that  should  be  helpful. 

1865.  Chairmaji.]  Is  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  it  exists 
at  the  present  time,  in  your  opinion  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community? — I  should  like  to  say  that  personally,  offi- 
cially, i  do  not  come  in  contact  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
at  ail.  But  I  am  a  Civil  Servant  having  my  owm  personal  views. 
My  personal  opinion  is  that  the  Agricultural  Department  does  not 
sufficiently  come  in  contact  with  the  farmers.  It  is  not  a  live  De- 
partment. That  might  not  be  owing  to  any  fault  of  the  Depart- 
ment, but  of  the  system.  Take  the  permanent  head  and  all  the 
officials ;  they  are  "up  to  their  eyes  in  work.  It  is  like  an  endless 
chain,  all  thev  can  do  is  to  keq)  things  moving  on.  What  you 
should  have  is  an  Under  Secretary  at  the  head  of  the  Department 
w^ho  is  free  from  all  the  little  departmental  worries  and  duties.  He 
should  be  able  to  devote  his  time  to  constructing  and  advertising 
the  Department.  As  things  are  at  present  he  has  not  time  to  do 
that.  The  whole  time  of  the  officials,  in  fact,  is  taken  up  with  keep- 
ing things  simplv  moving. 

1866.  Then  vou  think  some  sort  of  change  is  necessary  ?— Yes, 
you  ought  to  have  a  man  who,  whatever  his  title,  is  there  to  advo- 
cate and  advertise,  and  do  everything  he  possibly  can  to  advance 
agriculture,  instead  of  having  to  confine  himself  to  purely  depart- 
niental  work  and  more  or  less  petty  routine. 

1867.  Mr.  Owen-Lnvis.]  Do  you  think  the  farmers  generally 
throughout  the  Colonv  are  satisfied  with  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
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ment? — Farmers  generally  do  grumble,  whether  they  are  satisfied 
or  not. 

1868.  Do  you  think  the  country  is  getting  value  for  the  amount 
it  spends  each  year  on  the  Agricultural  Department? — My  idea  is 
that  the  branch  which  is  doing  as  much  good  as  any  is  the  "  Agri- 
cultural Journal,"  and  also  the  Veterinary  Staff  and  the  Viticul- 
tural  StalY — the  special  staffs  generally,  indeed.  Their  work  is 
seen.  The  "  Agricultural  Journal "  circulates  extensively  and 
is  of  great  assistance  to  farmers,  and  by  other  methods 
much  more  ought  to  be  done  to  advertise  the  Department  and 
promote  agriculture.  As  an  instance  of  my  meaning,  some 
time  ago  I  v.'ished  to  put  up  a  model  piggery  at  Tokai,  but  the 
Department  could  not  supply  me  with  a  model  or  plans.  The 
Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture,  on  the  other  hand,  publish 
detailed  plans  and  drawings,  specification  and  quantities,  of 
"  barns,"  as  they  term  all  such  structures,  stables,  and  farm  build- 
ings. At  Elsenburg,  again,  there  was  some  talk  about  making  a 
dipping  tank.  I  wenf  subsequently  to  the  Cape  Town  Exhil)ition, 
and  there  saw  Cooper's  sheep-dip  tank.  They  have  a  very  simple 
one,  with  drawings  and  everj^thing.  These  are  things  which  the 
Agricultural  Department  ought  to  publish.  Every  farmer  ought  to 
be  able  to  go  to  the  "  Journal "  and  see  these  things,  so  that  he  may 
know  exactly  what  money  to  spend  and  how  to  spend  it. 

1869.  Chairman.']  Do  you  not  think  the  "Agricultural  Journal  " 
should  be  sent  to  every  farmer? — That  is  rather  a  V)ig  order,  but  I 
have  a  great  respect  for  the  "Agricultural  Journal." 

1870.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  should  be  sent  to  each  Field- 
cornet  and  to  each  member  of  a  Divisional  Council,  so  that  it 
could  be  distributed  amongst  the  people? — Yes,  that  might  be  done. 
Another  serious  drawback  is  that  we  have  no  Dairy  Expert  in  this 
country.  Only  the  other  dav  I  read  in  the  "Cape  Argus"  that 
100,000  lbs.  or  more  weight  of  butter  were  in  bond  in  Cape  Town. 
You  do  not  want  Boards  to  tell  us  that  a  Dairy  Expert  is  necessary. 
Then  I  would  advocate  the  establishment,  at  selected  centres,  of 
Departmental  Agricultural  Exhibitions,  on  a  permanent  basis, 
where  manufacturers  of  all  the  different  agricultural  implements, 
etc.,  might  secure  stands,  on  payment  of  rental  for  ground  space 
occupied,  and  exhibit  their  machines  and  products,  so  that  people 
visiting  Cape  Town  and  other  centres  could  go  and  see  what  was 
going  on. 

1871.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Do  you  think  that  Experimental  Farms 
in  difl'erent  centres  of  the  country  would  be  a  good  thing? — They 
certainly  would.  Reference  was  r(>cently  made  in  the  "Agricui- 
tural  Journal"  to  the  cultivation  of  Piis/xdiim  dilatatum  at  Toi^ai, 
but  we  are  only  growing  a  small  patch.  However,  at  these  Experi- 
mental Stations  the  different  grasses  suitable  for  this  country  could 
l)e  tried;  that  is  the  only  way  to  i^ain  an  accurate  i)racticai  know- 
ledge. I  do  not  think  you  should  want  the  Covernnitnit  to  buy 
big  pro])erties,  but  merely  select  a  farmer  of  intelligence  whost? 
farm  would  l)e  suital)le  for  the  purpose,  telling  him  that  a  piece  of 
ground  is  required  upon  which  to  make  cei'tain  expcrimcHits,  and 
if  he  is  willing  to  do  so,  he  might  supervise  the  experiments. 

1872.  Mr.  Ahrahamson^]  Do  you  not  thiidv  tliese  Expcn'imental 
Stations  might  \n\  utilised  for  the  training  of  young  men  as  farmers 
and  also  for  the  education  of  fanners  in  the  neighbourhood? — I 
take  it  that  they  would  be  for  I  he  experiincnlal  urowlh  <if  cereals, 
grasses,  etc. 
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1i:7;>.  Could  llu'v  noL  1)0  so  oxlondcd  as  lo  in;d<(>  Ihom  practical 
farms,  for  slock  and  other  things,  in  order  to  teach  tlie  V)est 
methods? — Well,  you  have  your  Ayricuhural  College  at  Elseiiburg. 

1874.  But  in  its  present  condition  (hjes  it  fulfil  what  the  coun- 
try expects  of  it? — I  thinlc  it  is  open  to  im])rovement. 

1875.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  Uiiiig  if  in  ditferejit 
parts  of  the  country  we  had  Experimental  Farms  f(n'  tlu^  purpose  of 
teaching  practical  farming  to  young  men,  devoting  special  atten- 
tion to  those  branches  of  the  industry  which  are  characteristic  of  a 
district? — If  1  had  a  son  who  wanted  to  be  taught  farming  1  would 
send  him  to  the  best  farm  in  my  district.  But  Experimental  Farms 
oil  so  large  a  scale  as  you  suggest  would  simply  mean  a  big  (!X- 
})enditure  of  money.  They  wouJd  not  continue  farming  upon  them 
as  a  farmer  would,  and  you  would  require  in  each  case  a  special 
vote  on  tire  Estimates  for  five,  six,  or  seven  thousand  ])0unds.  All 
that  is  required  for  an  Experimental  Station  is  the  careful  selection 
of  2  or  3  acres  where  cereals  and  grasses  may  be  grown,  so  that 
those  most  adapted  to 'the  district  may  be  ascertained. 

1876.  Why  not  extend  them  to  stock? — I  do  not  thinli  1  would 
extend  the  experimental  system  to  cattle,  l^ut  certainly  to  feed  for 
cattle.  Such  a  propos'al  would  mean  the  accpiiring  of  herds  and 
flocks,  but  at  these  Ex})erimental  Stations  there  could  be  trial 
growths  of  suitable  feed  for  cattle  and  sheep,  also  experiments  with 
manures,  dips,  etc. 

1877.  Mr.  Rubidtje.]  What  would  you  do  with  the  pastoral  in- 
dustry in  connection  with  these  Experimental  Stations? — You 
could  see  how  to  create  suitable  pasture ;  Dr.  Nobbs  could  incjuire 
into  the  conditions  under  which  certain  Ivinds  of  pasture  exist. 

1878.  Chainiian.]  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  systems 
under  which  Agricultural  Departments  in  other  countries  are 
worked  ; — I  have  had  no  ojjportunity  of  acquiring  such  knowledge. 
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George  James  Boyes,  examined. 

1879.  Chairman.]  What  office  do  you  hold? — At  present  I  am 
Resident  Magistrate  of  Simon's  Town. 

1880.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture, to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony;  the  duties  of  such  Comicil  to  be  (1)  to 
consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
ui)()n  schemes  sulimitted  to  them? — I  am  not  in  favour  of  such  a 
Council  of  Agriculture.     I  may  state  that  I  have  been  Civil  Com- 
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iiiissioher  in  four  districts,  5  years  at  Mafelcing,  4^  years  at  Hicli- 
mond,  one  year  at  Victoria  West,  and  '2^  years  at  Pique tberg;  and 
judging  from  my  experience  during  that  period  I  could  not  be  in 
favour  of  a  Council  of  Agriculture  as  laid  down  in  this  proposal. 
I  am,  however,  very  strongly  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture. 

1881.  What  is  your  objection  to  a  Council  of  Agriculture? — It 
appears  to  me  that  such  a  Council  w'ould  be  a  very  large  body,  and 
a  very  dilBcult  one  to  elect.  It  would  really  be  creating  a  second 
Parliament  on  agricultural  questions. 

1882.  Would  you  still  be  against  it  if  the  numbers  were  re- 
duced?— I  think  that  all  the  good  to  be  obtained  could  be  realised 
from  the  proposed  Board  of  Agriculture. 

1883.  How  would  you  elect  the  Board  of  Agriculture  ( — Gen- 
erally speaking,  I  approve  of  the  scheme  suggested  in  the  Memoran- 
dum, that  is,  nine  nominations  by  the  Government  and  18  by  the 
})eople.  I  think  the  Governinent  nominees  should  be  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Agriculture,  three  selected  Civil  Commissioners  who 
are  known  to  have  taken  an  interest  in  the  farming  community 
and  agricultural  questions  generally,  with  the  ))alance  composed 
of  the  professional  heads  connected  with  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment. 

1884.  What  is  your  oinnion  as  to  the  method  of  electing  the  18 
elective  members?  How  should  they  be  chosen? — I  think  these 
should  be  elected  by  the  members  of  the  Divisional  Councils  in 
their  respective  areas.  Each  Divisional  Council  should  be  author- 
ised to  nominate  two  members;  when  these  nominations  are  re- 
ceived by  the  officer  api)ointed  to  do  so,  two  should  be  selected  from 
the  men  nominated,  and  the  people  to  vote  should  be  the  members 
of  the  Divisional  Council. 

1885.  Mr.  (Jwen-Levns.]  Your  objection  to  the  Council  of  Agri- 
culture is  that  it  is  too  big,  and  what  is  your  o])inion  of  the  decision 
arrived  at  by  the  Commission,  that  the  Divisional  Council  ma- 
chinery should  not  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  this  scheme? — I  am 
not  in  favour  of  that  idea. 

1886.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  a  Board  of  Agriculture  elected 
by  nominees  from  the  Divisional  Council? — Yes,  the  Board  should 
be  i)resided  over  by  the  Under  Secretaiy  for  Agriculture,  all  farm- 
ing questions  ))eing  thrashed  out  by  that  Board.  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Agriculture  would  then  put  the  various  resolutions  arrived 
at  before  the  Minister  of  Agriculture.  My  experience  of  Divisional 
Councils  is  that  they  are  composed  of  the  best  farmers  and  those 
most  interested  in  agriculture  in  their  district.  If  these  men  were 
elected,  and  knowing  they  had  Ihe  power  to  elect  meml)ers  of  th(! 
Board  of  Agriculture,  the  i)eople  would  have  a  s))ecial  interest  in 
beiny  extra  particular  as  to  what  men  were  returned  to  the  Divi- 
sioual  Council. 

1887.  Do  you  not  thinly  that  if  we  could  get  a  Congress  com- 
posed of  each  of  your  representatives  of  Ihe  farming  community 
from  every  Fiscal  Division  in  the  Colony,  it  would  l)e  a.  very  usefid 
ga.thering? — ^You  have  Congresses  of  Agricultural  Soc'ieties, 
Farmers'  Associations,  and  meetings  of  the  Afrikander  Bond  dis- 
cussing these  (juestions. 

1888.  But  is  if  not  the  case  liiat  no  one  of  these  can  l)e  laken 
to  r('))resent  the  whole  Colony?— I  quite  see  that. 

1889.  For  instance,  there  was  a  Congress  at  Graham's  Town,  at 
which  only  twenty  t)ne  flisfricls  were  represenled.  Whal  do  you 
say  lo  that;     If   you    have    members   of   (lie   Board  of  Agriculture 
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from  pach  J.eoislaiivc  Circle,  surely  they  will  know  the  eonditiijiis 
and  interests  of  the  parlicular  locality  they  represent.  At  the  same 
time,  I  am  stron,o-iy  in  favour  of  the  Civil  Commissioners  of 
districts  beino  encouraged  to  study  the  conditions  of  the  farming 
communities.  If  they  and  tlie  people  were  induced  to  |mt  their 
reports  before  the  proposed  Board  of  Agriculture,  tlie  Board  would 
have  all  the  information  necessary  to  enable  them  to  deal  with 
questions  of  agriculture. 

1890.  WoukI  you  l)e  in  favour  of  the  farmers  in  each  iMeld- 
cornetcy  electing  two  representatives  to  serve  on  a  Local  Commit- 
tee of  Agriculture  established  in  each  Fiscal  Division? — No. 

1891.  Do  you  understand  the  suggestion  to  be  that  the  Civil 
Commissioner  of  each  Division  should  preside  over  such  Local 
Committee  ? — Yes,  l)ut  I  simply  think  it  is  most  unnecessarily 
multiplying  duties  and  functions.  The  members  of  the  Divisional 
Council  are  the  men  most  interested  in  agriculture,  and  they  would 
serve  all  these  ends.  If  your  proi)osition  were  adopted  you  woukl 
have  to  make  up  lists  of  the  men  qualified,  and  one  knows  how 
difficult  it  is  to  make  up  lists  for,  say,  the  election  of  members  of 
Parliament.  How  much  more  difficult  would  it  be  to  decide 
whether  a  man  is  a  farmer,  or  a  landowner,  or  what  his  status  is, 
for  elective  purposes.  I  see  very  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
carrying  the  proposition  into  practical  etl'ect.  If  you  have  proper 
Divisional  Council  lists,  these  are  really  the  men  interested,  the 
men  wdio  own  the  land  and  pa_y  the  rates;  and  they  would  see  that 
proper  men  were  elected  on  the  Divisional  Council,  in  order  to  elect 
the  most  ca])able  men  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  I  consider  that 
the  machinery  necessary  to  elect  this  Council,  as  laid  down  in  this 
Memorandum,  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  quite  unworkable. 

1692.  Therefore  you  do  not  approve  of  a  small  Local  Committee 
of  Agriculture  in  each  Fiscal  Division  elected  by  the  landowners 
in  each  Ward? — No. 

1893.  Would  not  such  a  Committee  serve  to  organise  the  far- 
mers in  any  given  district? — No,  not  at  all. 

1894.  But  you  are  strongly  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture? 
— Yes,  very  strongly  indeed.  I  think  such  a  Board  will  bring  the 
x\gricultural  Department  into  touch  with  the  people.  At  present, 
I  do  not  consider  the  Department  and  the  farming  community  are 
in  sufficiently  close  touch.  Just  now,  if  a  man  in  a  certain  district 
has  some  special  idea  with  regard  to  the  development  of  agricul- 
ture, or  of  an  inqirovement  on  i)revailing  systems,  he  communicates 
with  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  the  district,  and  that  official  writes 
to  the  AgTicultural  Department,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  the 
thing  thrasln'd  out.  If,  however,  any  such  idea,  or  suggestion  were 
put  before  the  ])roposed  Board  of  Agriculture,  it  would  be  tho- 
roughly in(|uired  into  and  discussed  by  the  elected  people  and  pro- 
fessional men  from  the  Department.  '\h-^  Cinder  Secretary  for 
Agriculture  would  thus  l)e  in  a  much  better  position  to  advise  the 
Minister  for  that  Department  on  the  question. 

1895.  M?'.  Oost/unsen.]  At  })resent  members  of  the  Divisional 
Council  are  elected  for  the  performance  of  certain  duties;  and 
the  list  of  Divisional  Council  voters  is  composed  of  ratepayers  ; 
sometimes  there  are  many  people  on  it  wdio  are  not  really  interested 
in  agriculture.  Is  that  not  so? — Yes,  but  that  is  because  the  lists 
are  wrong.  You  may  have  a  Ward  of  twenty  voters  entitled  to  vote, 
and  there  may  be  sixty  "  bywoners  "  also  on  the  list.  These  latter 
can  put  in  a  "bywoner "  although  they  do  not  pay  any  rates.    They 
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would  be  represenled    on    the   Board,    while    a    man  paying  rates 
would  not  be  represented. 

1896.  In  your  experience,  do  you  think  the  Divisional  Councils, 
as  at  present  constituted,  take  any  interest  in  agricultural  matters? 
—I  think  they  do.  I  have  placed  agricultural  schemes  before  them 
and  discussed  these  schemes,  and  found  the  members  intelligent 
and  sympathetic. 

1897.  Are  you  aware  there  is  a  body  called  a  Water  Court  i 
How  is  that  institution  to  l)e  brought  into  activity  in  any  district  ? 
— I  have  not  specifically  studied  that  xVct.  If  there  is  a  water  dis- 
pute, an  application  would  be  made  to  the  Government  to  appoint 
a  Water  Court,  but  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  Water  Court  unless 
there  is  a  dispute. 

1898.  Is  not  this  Act  for  the  formation  of  Water  Boards  to  aid 
the  people  in  all  matters  of  irigation?  The  Divisional  Council  is 
supposed  to  ask  for  the  appointment  of  these  Water  Boards,  but 
there  is  so  much  laxity  on  the  part  of  the  Divisional  Councils,  that 
no  interest  is  taken  in  the  appointment  of  these  Boards? — I  have 
not  gone  very  carefully  into  the  Water  Court  Act,  and  never  knew 
that  it  had  power  to  suggest  the  construction  of  irrigation  works. 

1899.  You  are  of  opinion  that  members  of  Divisional  Councils, 
as  they  are  at  present  constituted,  are  the  right  men,  who  take  a 
sufficient  interest  in  the  agricultural  possibilities  and  resources  of 
the  countiy? — I  do  so,  undoubtedly.  My  experience  in  all  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  I  have  been  located  is,  that  the  best  farming  men 
are  on  the  Divisional  Council.  I  do  not  necessarily  say  that  the 
men  they  elect  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture  should  be  members  of 
their  Divisional  Council,  but  they  should  be  well-known  men 
within  the  area,  in  Avhom  the  farmers  as  a  body  have  confidence. 
And,  I  repeat,  that  the  members  of  the  Divisional  Council  are  the 
men  who  should  vote  in  any  such  election. 

1900.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  get  capable 
men,  thoroughly  representing  the  general  agricultural  industries  of 
many  Electoral  Circles  f — Yes,  I  admit  that  m  Electoral  Circles  the 
conditions  of  farming  are  very  diverse.  In  large  areas  you  have 
sheep,  wine,  grain,  and  fruit  farmers. 

1901.  And  if  these  men  could  meet  as  a  Council,  could  they  not 
give  better  expression  to  their  different  ideas  in  each  separate 
locality  than  in  the  Divisional  Council? — No.  I  think  that  if  a 
section  of  the  farmers  in  an  area  wanted  to  make  a  special  repre- 
sentation to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  they  could  go  to  the  man 
elected,  and,  if  a  fruit  farmer,  could  say  to  him,  "  This  is  my  idea 
m  writing,  ])lease  place  it  before  the  Board  of  Agricnlture."'  That 
Board  would  consist  not  only  of  practical  and  ex])iu'i('n('(Hl  farnu'rs, 
but  also  of  professional  men  connected  with  the  Uei)artmen(,  and 
should  ))roduce  sufficient  wisdom  to  secure  the  l)est  judgment  as 
to  V  hat  is  l)est  to  be  done. 

1902.  If  a  farmer  wished  to  coninicnce  ii'rigalion  works  in  a 
district,  would  his  proposals  have  to  go  llirough  this  Board  in  (he 
first  ])lace,  or  only  to  the  single  member  representing  him  ^  Cer- 
tainly. I  take  it,  that  any  such  proposal  would  be  submitted  to  the 
professional  adviser  on  irrigation  who  was  a  member  of  the  Board. 
There  would  be  professional  advisers  upon  all  tlie  various  branches 
of  agriculture  acting  as  members  of  the  Board. 

lOO:?.  Would  the  farmer  have  to  apply  for  infoi'mation  and 
advice    to    the    Board  f — Yes,    so    that    the    sul)ject    could    Ix-    first 
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Ihrashed  out  by  the  Board,  whether  a  man  wanted  any  s])(!eial 
development  in  fruit,  or  grain,  or  any  other  produet. 

1004.  Mr.  lio(jcn<.\  Are  you  desirous  to  give  greater  powers  to 
Divisional  Councds  in  connection  with  this  scheme? — Yes,  because 
in  my  experience  Divisional  Councils  represent  the  farming  or 
agricultural  community. 

1905.  Do  you  not  know  it  is  very  dillicult  to  get  good  men  to 
accept  seats  on  these  Divisional  Councils? — 1  do  not  know  that  at 
all.  My  experience  is  that  good  men  do  get  seats  on  Divisional 
Councils.  I  have  always  had  almost  the  best  men  on  Divisional 
Coimcils  in  the  various  districts  in  which  I  have  officiated 

1000.  Have  you  not  known  instances  in  which  men  of  business, 
liotelkeepers  and  others,  with  no  direct  interest  in  agriculture,  have 
obtained  seats  in  Divisional  Councils'? — No,  I  never  had  these,  per- 
sonally; I  have  always  had  farmers,  so  far  as  I  can  remember — at 
Richmond,  Victoria  West,  and  Piquetberg. 

1907.  Do  you  not  think  that  in  matters  concerning  agriculture, 
it  wovdd  be  better  to  give  the  power  of  electing  mendjers  of  the 
Agricultural  Board  or  Council,  to  the  landowners  or  tenant  farmers, 
instead  of  to  the  Divisional  Councils? — That  would  require  new 
Voters'  Lists,  Special  Lists,  and  I  think  all  the  requirements  would 
be  served  by  the  Divisional  Councils. 

1908.  Would  not  the  farming  interest  be  better  served  by  having 
representatives  elected  from  that  class  instead  of  by  the  Divisional 
Council? — I  do  not  think  those  interested  in  agricultural  progress 
and  development  would  be  better  served. 

1909.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  Could  a  Board  of  eighteen  elected  members  be 
representative  of  all  the  varied  interests  in  the  different  portions  of 
the  Colony?  Do  you  think  you  could  get  eighteen  men,  some  of 
whom  would  be  authorities  on  all  the  various  branches  of  farming 
that  might  have  to  be  discussed  and  decided  upon  ? — It  is  possible, 
because  the  areas  are  large  and  interests  differ.  Most  farmers  of 
experience  have  not  so  much  specific  as  general  knowledge.  Very 
few  of  them  go  in  for  a  specialtiy.  Generaly  speaking,  most  of  our 
better  class  of  farmers  can  give  you  information  on  the  majority 
of  branches  in  agriculture  and  farming. 

1910.  How  would  you  view  a  proposal  to  divide  this  Board  into 
bodies  of  6  or  9  members  in  order  that  it  shoud  be  more  local  in 
character? — No,  I  could  not  approve  of  that.  My  object  is  to  get 
thoroughly  representative  men  there,  so  that  the  views  of  the  far- 
mers, whether  as  a  community  or  individually,  may  be  put  before 
the  oflicials  in  Cape  Town.  In  this  way  the  men  who  are  engaged 
in  administering  the  Department  here  will  be  able  to  advise  the 
Government. 

1911.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Do  I  understand  aright  that  your  idea  is  to 
substitute  Divisional  Councils  for  the  proposed  Local  Committees 
of  Agriculture? — Yes. 

1912.  If  a  farmer  in  any  particular  district  wished  to  make 
ai)plication  for  assistance  to  the  Government,  would  you  have  him 
go  direct  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  or  submit  his  representation 
through  the  Divisional  Council? — I  should  have  him  go  to  the  Civil 
Commissioner  in  his  district.  Any  such  application  should  be  sent 
through  the  Civil  Commissioner  "to  the  Under  Secretary  for  Agri- 
culture, to  be  laid  before  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  consideration. 

1913.  It  would  therefore  work  out  in  this  wa}',  would  it  not,  if 
your  ])roposal  were  adopted,  that  the  Divisional  Council  would 
have    the    election    in  their    hands,    but     if     the     farmer     wanted 
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anything  done  he  would  go  to  the  Civil  Commissioner?— The  Civil 
Commissioner  is  Chairman  of  the  Divisional  Council. 

1914.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  farmers,  more  particularly  in  the 
"  Back  Veld  "  districts,  find  it  very  difficult  to  bring  their  needs  to 
the  notice  of  the  Government? — Why  that  is  so,  is  because,  in  my 
belief.  Civil  Commissioners  are  not  sufficiently  encouraged  to  get 
more  into  touch  with  the  farmers.  If  the  chief  representative  of 
the  Government  in  his  district  were  found  by  the  farmer  to  be 
taking  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  district,  he  would  be  en- 
couraged to  make  representations  to  that  official — the  Civil  Com- 
missioner— in  the  greater  hope  that  his  views  would  be  brought  be- 
fore the  Government. 

1915.  Would  you  have  the  farmer  make  his  application  to  the 
Civil  Commissioner  as  Chairman  of  the  Divisional  Council  or  as 
Civil  Commissioner  of  the  district? — Perhaps  it  would  be  better  if, 
as  Chairman,  the  Civil  Commissioner  submitted  any  matter  to  the 
Divisional  Council,  which  body  could  first  discuss  it  before  sending 
it  on  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

1916.  Do  you  think  your  opinion  of  the  Divisional  Councils  in 
the  Colony,  that  they  are  really  representative  of  the  farming  in- 
terests, is  shared  throughout  the  country  by  farmers? — I  do  not 
know.  One  can  form  an  opinion  sometimes  in  districts  where  the 
people  are  divided  by  politics,  in  connection  with  elections.  That 
did  not  occur  in  the  districts  which  I  have  administered,  because 
the  political  element  was  very  strong  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

1917.  Of  course,  for  the  success  of  such  a  scheme  as  this,  it 
would  be  necessary  that  the  people  should  take  it  up  very  enthu- 
siastically. Do  you  think  that  your  suggestion  to  make  the  Divi- 
sional Council  the  body  to  elect  the  Board  of  Agricultrure  would 
stir  u})  public  spirit  and  enthusiasm? — I  think  so,  certainly. 

1918.  3/?'.  Rvbidge.]  Do  you  object  to  the  means  pro})osed  to  be 
adopted  for  the  election  of  these  Local  Committees,  because  the 
lists  of  voters  will  cause  no  end  of  trouble  and  expense,  and  the 
machinery  will  he  rather  difficult? — Yes. 

1919.  But  surely  the  Secretary  of  the  Divisional  Council  could 
make  up  these  lists  of  voters,  who  would  be  exclusively  landowners 
and  farmers? — Yes,  if  the  list  is  to  be  confined  to  landowners  and 
fainiers;  ])ut  the  district  might  not  onlv  contain  landowners;  the 
land  might  be  owned  by  other  people. 

1920.  Bui  you  are  aware  of  leases  existing,  ai'e  you  not?  Are 
leases  not  stamped  from  the  Civil  Conimissionei''s  Office? — Yes,  the 
stamps  are  cancelled  in  his  office,  otherwise  he  has  nothing  to  do 
widi  leases.  My  experience  is  that  a  great  many  (Jivil  Conunis- 
sic/iiers  take  a  keen  interest  in  agriculture,  and  they  would  go  a 
long  way  towards  getting  the  best  men  nominated  for  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  Ihi-ough  the  Divisional  Councils  over  which  they  pre 
side.  Supposing  there  are  six  Divisional  Councils  in  an  electoral 
area,  each  Divisional  Council  would  be  called  u})on  to  nominate  two 
men  out  of  that  area.  That  would  give  twelve  nwu  lo  he  iioini 
n;ile(l  in  each  area.  Each  Divisional  Council  having  six  elected 
m(>mbers  and  one  nominated,  there  would  thus  be  42  men  (pialified 
to  v()t(>  for  the  two  nieml)ers  of  the  IJoard  of  Agi'iciill  iii'e  From  llie 
iiiiinher  nominated,  as  I  have  just  explained. 

1921.  You  admit  that  the  Divisional  Council  voters'  lisls  as  at 
])resent  made  u))  are  very  def(>ctive? — Yes,  that  is  because  there  is 
no  ma(!hin(>ry  availahle  !)>•  Ihe  (iovernment  in  order  lo  ensure  the 
correcliu'ss  of  Ihe  lists,     it  is  left  entirely  to  the  disci'elion  of  the 
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Divisional  Council  Secrolaries.  There  are  many  faults  in  the  i3ivi- 
vsional  Couneil  Law  whicli  e;in  and  sliould  l)e  rectified,  and  T  have 
written  a  lengthy  re])ort,  criticising  Divisional  Councils,  which  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Department. 

1922.  And  would  you  ])e  in  favour  of  giving  this  ])ower'into  the 
hands  of  the  Divisional  Councils,  which  you  admit  are  very  defec- 
tive as  regartls  their  voters'  lists? — Eemedies  can  be  found  for  the 
defects.  I  shall  he  ))leased  to  submil  a  co])y  of  my  rej)ort  for 
perusal  by  the  members  of  the  Commission  if  it  is  obtainable. 

1923.  Mr.  Abrahamson^  You  think  the  Divisional  Councils  are 
the  bodies  best  suited  to  act  as  Agricultural  Committees  for  the  dis- 
tricts they  represent? — Yes,  with  a  number  of  little  amendments, 
and  with  the  Civil  Commissioner  as  Chairman. 

1924.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  do  you  know  of  any  agricultural 
scheme  that  has  ever  been  suggested  or  elaborated  by  any  Divi- 
sional Council  in  the  country,  and  submitted  to  Government? — I 
found  the  Piquetberg  Council  most  sympathetic.  I  had  a  big  irri- 
gation scheme  there. 

1925.  Was  that  originated  by  the  Council? — No,  by  myself. 

1926.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  Divisional 
Council  to  act  as  a  Committee  of  Agriculture  in  any  district? — Yes. 

1927.  Supposing  you  could  get  a  body  of  farmers  and  land- 
owners in  a  district  to  do  this  work  in  the  interests  of  agriculture, 
and  not  the  Divisional  Council,  leaving  aside  the  difficulties  of 
selection,  do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing? — No.  I  think  it 
would  simply  be  multiplying  the  bodies,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
such  a  body  would  act  as  well  as  the  Divisional  Council. 

1928.  You  admit  that  the  men  who  vote  at  Divisional  Council 
elections  are  often  not  landowners,  and  are  without  the  proper 
qualification? — Yes,  but  that  can  be  easily  remedied.  If  you 
remedy  the  few  defects  in  the  Divisional  Council  Law  my  conten- 
tion is  made  even  stronger. 

1929.  Would  you  not  have  to  alter  the  voters'  lists  I — Yes,  .and 
create  some  power  to  ensure  a  proper  scrutiny. 

1930.  Supposing  you  were  to  insist  upon  those  engaging  in  this 
scheme  being  landowners  with  a  property  value  of  not  less  than 
£500,  or  lessees  of  that  value,  would  that  not  give  a  better  repre- 
sentation of  the  farming  community  in  any  district? — Possibly,  if 
you  were  to  impose  a  limit  like  that.  Men  under  that  value  are  not 
interested  in  anv  development  scheme.  I  should  make  the  limit 
higher,  say,  £1,000. 

1931 .  You  admit  that  would  provide  a  better  list  of  voters  than 
the  present  Divisional  Council  list? — Yes,  I  admit  that  would  be 
better  than  my  scheme  of  the  Divisional  Council.  Such  men  would 
take  a  more  intellectual  and  a  broader  view  of  any  important 
scheme  of  development  than  many  of  those  who  vote  at  Divisional 
Council  elections. 

1932.  You  think  that  class  of  men  would  take  a  greater  interest 
in  such  matters  as  irrigation  schemes,  co-operation,  and  move- 
ments of  that  kind  i — Yes,  I  think  they  would. 

1933.  Such  men  would,  in  your  opinion,  l)e  better  fitted  to 
judge  of  the  value  of  an  extensive  irigation  scheme,  being  owners 
or  lessees  of  the  land  i — Yes,  better  than  the  ordinary  "  bywoner." 

1934.  And  better,  do  you  think,  than  the  ordinary  Divisional 
Council  voter? — Yes.  Of  course  some  Divisional  Council  voters 
are  above  the  £500  value. 

1935.  Taking  all  these  things  as  being  possible  of  acconi])lish- 
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inent,  you  think  a  committee  taken  from  that  superior  class  would 
be  an  improvement?— Well,  that  class  would  be  practically  the 
Divisional  Council  voters,  if  the  list  were  properly  made  out,  and 
therefore  the  Divisional  Council  would  really  represent  the  farm- 
ing interest.  If  the  list  of  voters  were  properly  made  out  it  would 
really  be  a  Committee  of  Agriculture.  I  will  give  you  an  instance 
of  tlie  manner  in  which  these  voters'  lists  are  compiled.  In  Port 
Elizabeth  Mr.  H.  B.  Christian  had  a  property  valued  at  £8,000.  On 
that  property  he  had  eight  houses,  occupied  by  his  son  and  other 
men.  Each  of  these  men  was  on  the  list,  but  the  Court  struck  them 
all  out  except  Mr.  H.  B.  Christian  himself.  Consequently  if  the 
Divisional  Council  lists  were  correct  you  would  really  have  the  best 
men  on  them. 

1936.  What  about  villages? — I  acknowledge  the  Divisional 
Council  qualification  in  villages  is  not  satisfactory.  You  get  all 
classes. 

1937.  How  would  you  eliminate  the  undesirable  classes? — ^I 
acknowledge  that  would  be  very  difficult.  Your  suggestion  fixing 
the  amount  of  land  value  would  be  better  than  even  a  correct  Divi- 
sional Council  list,  because  the  qualification  in  villages  is  small. 

1938.  Then  you  acknowledge  that  if  we  could  get  the  voters' 
lists  composed  of  landowners  and  lessees  up  to  £1,000,  it  would 
represent  a  better  body  for  the  purposes  we  have  in  view  than  the 
present  Divisional  Council? — Yes. 

1939.  And  would  you  add  that  they  should  be  farmers? — Not 
necessarily,  for  very  often  you  get  a  man  who  has  retired  from 
farming,  and  he  would  be  a  very  good  man  to  go  on  that  Board. 

1940.  Whatever  body  it  may  be,  you  think  the  Civil  Commis- 
sioner should  be  the  Chairman? — Yes,  the  people  in  a  district 
always  look  to  the  Civil  Commissioner  and  wish  him  to  take  an  in- 
terest in  the  farming  community.  If  he  does  so  they  like  it;  it 
helps  them  along  and  brings  them  more  into  touch  with  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

1941.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  proposed  Board  of  Agriculture, 
do  you  ap])rove  of  that  suggestion? — I  do.  The  eight  Government 
members  should  be  the  permanent  professional  heads  of  depart- 
ments, such  as  the  Chief  Scab  Inspector,  and  the  principal  officials 
connected  with  forestry,  wine,  fruit,  and  grain-farming,  stock- 
breeding,  etc.  Three  Civil  Commissioners  should  be  selected  on 
account  of  the  ])ractical  interest  they  are  known  to  tak(>  in  agricul- 
ture. All  questions  would  thus  be  thoi'oughly  thrashed  out,  and 
the  Board  would  bring  the  Under  Secretary  much  more  in  touch 
with  the  farmers  and  his  jjrofessional  advisers.  He  would  thus  ])v 
ill  a  better  position  to  place  practical  resolutions  before  the  Minis- 
ter for  Agriculture,  and  advising  him  thereon. 

194L*.  Are  you  in  favour  of  llie  Board  being  (>lecie(l  l)y  the  (■(•lui 
try? — Yes,  I  think  it  will    bring    the    Government  ami  the  people 
more  in  touch  than  is  the  case  at  present. 

1943.  Chairman.']  With  regard  to  the  ))roposed  Council  of  Agri- 
cultiuc,  do  you  not  think  if  such  a  scheme  could  l)e  formulated, 
agriculture  in  the  country  wtjuld  he  more  actively  developcnl  ?  I 
think  that  undoubtedly  the. scheme  in  general  is  bound  to  have  a 
good  effect. 

1944.  Mr.  (hsthuisen.]  In  seeking  to  mai\e  use  of  the  Divisional 
Councils  in  connection  with  this  scheme,  would  you  wish  to  in- 
creas(>  Die  numlxM'  of  meml)ers  of  lhes(>  bodies?-  No,  cej'lainly  not. 

1945.  Mr.  lilaiuc..]  You  apjirove  of  the  principle  of  some  local 
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body  in  each  Fiscal  Division  to  deal  with  farming  questions? — Yes, 
if  not  the  Divisional  Councils,  then  a  body  voted  for  by  land- 
owners or  lessees,  as  an  elective  body,  not  as  an  executive  body. 

194G.  Mr.  Rubidtje.]  You  would  give  them  no  other  functions 
beyond  selecting  thein  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture?— It  is  only  a  question  of  drawing  up  the  lists  of  those  who 
should  vote  for  the  members  of  the  Board. 

1947.  And  you  would  then  dispense  with  their  services? — Yes. 

1948.  Do  you  not  think  if  these  men  were  recogniscnl  liy  Gov- 
ernment, as  a  sort  of  Consultative  Committee,  in  such  cases  as  the 
outbreak  of  disease  or  any  large  scheme,  they  would  be  of  use  to 
the  Civil  Commissioner  in  advising  him? — No;  no  more  than  the 
Divisional  Council  would  be. 

1949.  But  you  do  not  have  the  Divisional  Council  advising  you 
on  schemes  of  irrigation  or  ■with  reference  to  the  outbreak  of  animal 
diseases  ? — No. 

1950.  Would  not  a  Board  or  Committee  of  this  kind  tend  to  the 
education  of  the  farmers  in  a  district? — If  you  want  to  do  that,  you 
shouUl  increase  the  powders  of  the  Divisional  Council,  which  now^ 
deals  with  public  health,  and  why  not  with  animal  diseases? 

1951.  Mr.  Rofiers.]  How  long  do  you  think  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  shoukl  hokl  office? — For  not  more  than  three 
years. 

1952.  ChairmanS\  In  your  opinion  is  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment as  it  exists  at  the  present  time,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community? — I  do  not  think  so.  Under  the  present  sys- 
tem of  fiscal  administration  the  Civil  Commissioner  is  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Government  in  the  district.  This  oiTicer  is,  or 
should  be,  more  in  touch  with  the  people  of  the  district  than  any 
other  officer.  In  theorj^  he  acts  as  the  agent  for  the  respective 
Ministerial  Departments,  and  should  receive  every  encouragement 
from  the  Agricultural  Department  to  travel  about  the  district  and 
ascertain  the  needs  and  requirements  of  the  farmers.  He  should 
])e  specially  requested  to  take  an  intelligent  interest  in  agricultural 
questions  in  his  division,  and  should  be  encouraged  to  report  fully 
and  to  make  suggestions  with  reference  to  the  development  of  agri- 
rulture.  His  reports  would  naturally  be  in  the  interests  of  farmers 
iu  the  district,  and  should  at  least  receive  sympathetic  treatment. 

Clemens  Mayer,  examined. 

1953.  Chair'man.']  What  office  do  you  hold? — I  was  Agricultural 
Assistant. 

1954.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture, to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council  to  be  (1)  to 
consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — It  de]iends  very  much  upon 
certain  conditions.  I  am  in  favour,  provided  the  Council  is  pro- 
prdy  constituted.  In  regard  to  the  constitution  of  this  Council,  my 
idea  is  that  the  Government  should  attempt  to  form  Agricultural 
Societies  or  Associations.  I  think  such  an  attempt  is  necessary 
aiid  that  it  w^ould  succeed.  My  observa.tion  and  pxperience  in  this 
country  tend  to  show  that  the  farmer  must  get  a  certain  quid  pro 
011.0  to  induce  him  to  take  an  interest  in  Farmers'  Associations. 
Not  so  manv  years  ago  Farmers'  Associations  were  not  in  existence 
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at  all.  There  were  so-called  Agricultural  Associations  which  held 
an  annual  show  and  then  disappeared  entirely  until  the  following 
season,  w^hen  they  would  again  be  in  evidence  by  the  fact  of  hold- 
ing a  show.  Within  recent  years,  particularly  since  the  "  Agricul- 
tural Journal  "  became  more  interesting,  and  the  Government  de- 
cided to  give  that  useful  publication  to  members  of  Associations 
free,  I  observe  that  more  interest  has  been  taken  by  farmers  in  the 
various  l)ranches  of  their  industry.  I  speak  about  the  Western 
Province  districts,  more  especially  with  regard  to  fruit  culture  and 
viticulture.  If  a  further  quid  -pro  quo  were  given  to  the  farmers 
they  might  be  induced  to  join  such  Associations,  particularly  if 
they  are  presided  over  by  the  Civil  Commissioner.  These  Asso- 
ciations should  consist  of  landowners.  A  register  should  be  com- 
piled of  landowners  and  probably  a  few  other  persons  directly 
interested  and  working  in  agriculture.  I  would  have  these  Asso- 
cations  meet  according  to  requirements,  bi-monthly,  or 
monthly,  as  the  case  may  be.  They  should  elect  a  number  of  dele- 
gates, the  number  I  am  not  prepared  to  fix,  as  I  have  not  gone  suf- 
ficiently into  the  matter,  and  these  delegates  should  meet  in  Cape 
Town  under  the  presidency  or  chairmanship  of  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  or  some  other  liigh  ofificial  the  Department  would 
elect.  The  delegates  thus  met  together  would  elect  the  Council  of 
Agriculture,  which  should  ))e  so  constituted  that  each  liranch  of 
agriculture  would  be  evenly  and  equally  represented  upon  it. 
Then  from  this  Council  you  would  elect  vour  Board  of  Agriculture, 
again  taking  care  that  each  branch  of  the  farming  industry  is 
properly  represented  in  the  meml)ership  of  that  Board.  These 
different  branches  would  be  agriculture,  stock-farming,  viticulture, 
and  fruit  culture.  I  should  also  like  to  see  the  commercial 
interests,  the  commercial  side  of  farming  pursuits,  represented  in 
such  a  Council  and  Board,  but  I  have  not  arrived  at  any  conclu- 
sion on  that.  I  take  it,  that  such  arrangements  w^ould  lead,  firstly, 
to  farmers  taking  a  live  interest  in  agricultural  matters,  because 
they  would  see  that  they  are  actually  represented  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Consequently,  I  am 
almost  certain  they  would  all  join  the  Association  in  their  district. 
I  look  a  bit  further,  and  think  that  such  arrangements  might  also 
lead  to  co-operation  amongst  the  farmers,  that  is,  co-operation 
for  the  purchase  of  their  own  requirements,  and  likewise  for  the 
sale  of  their  produce.  These  are  the  broad  lines  on  which  I  would 
])roceed. 

1955.  Chairman?^  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  more  desirable 
for  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  be  elected  by  (1) 
Commiltees  of  Agriculture  which  should  be  formed  in  each  Fiscal 
T)ivision  and  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Ward,  or  (2)  that 
they  should  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division? — 
T  do  not  approve  of  the  latter  ccnu'se  which,  if  inli'oduced,  would 
give  rise  to  })olitics  being  too  much  of  a  facloi'. 

1956.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  But  in  i)rinci{)le  and  on  bioad  lin(>s,  you 
are  absolutely  in  favour  of  this  scheme,  as  il  is  submitted? — Yes, 
with  reuard  io  the  Council  of  Agriculture. 

1957.  In  your  o|)inion  Farmers'  Associations  would  l)e  best 
suited  to  select   the  members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture?     Yes. 

1958.  Have  you  any  ex])erience  of  Farmers'  Associations?  My 
experience  is  limited  to  the  W^'stern  Province. 

1959.  You  want  as  much  as  possible  this  malt(>r  to  be  prevented 
from  being  talcen  in  hand  cither  from  political  motives  or  bv  in- 
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terestfHl  iiidividuals  who  might,  as  it  were,  seek  to  "  run  the  show" 
as  their  own? — ^Yes. 

1960.  Now,  where  you  do  not  have  a  po])ulati()n  that  would 
come  forward  and  form  these  Farmers'  Associations,  woukl  you 
object  to  the  landowners  and  people  interested  in  agriculture,  men 
who  have  a  real  stake  in  the  district,  forming  sjnall  Local  Com- 
mittees mider  the  ])resi(lency  of  the  Civil  Commissioner,  thus  i)ro- 
viding  a  nucleus  of  a  Farmers'  Association  1—1  think  I  would 
object  for  this  reason,  that  th(>  movement  should  entirely  conu' 
from  the  farming  population. 

1961.  Then  you  think  an  endeavour  should  be  first  niade  by  the 
Civil  Commissioners  to  get  the  farmers  in  every  district  to  form 
these  Farmers'  Associations  ? — Yes. 

1962.  And  you  would  have  no  elective  machinery  at  all? — 'No. 
The  Civil  Commissioner  is  supposed  to  know  exactly  who  is  who. 
Proper  lists  of  all  farmers  and  others  entitled  to  have  representa- 
tion could  be  provided. 

1903.  You  would  limit  the  scope  to  people  actually  and  directly 
interested  in  farming  pursuits? — Yes. 

1964.  You  would  not  allow  the  village  shop-keeper  to  join,  or 
the  local  agent  or  attorney? — No,  I  would  strongly  object.  That 
is  what  we  are  suffering  from  now.  There  are  too  many  shop- 
keepers, attorneys,  and  agents  in  the  Associations,  ])eople  who 
have  no  interest  whatever  in  farming.  If  properly  composed  and 
conducted,  these  Associations  would  give  more  life  to  the  farmers 
themselves.  They  would  take  more  interest  in  their  own  matters. 
If,  however,  you  have  an  election  you  will  have  an  agitation  going 
on  a  long  time  beforehand.  The  day  of  election  will  come,  and 
when  it  is  over,  the  farmer  will  go  away  dissatisfied  if  his  special 
candidate  has  not  got  in.  For  the  remainder  of  the  period  no 
further  action  would  be  taken ;  whereas,  if  such  an  Association  as 
I  suggest  w^ere  to  meet  periodically  and  discuss  agricultural  ques- 
tions thoroughly,  the  desires  and  wants  of  the  farmers  would  be 
properly  represented  to  the  Council  of  Agricultvire,  and  also  to  the 
Executive  Board. 

1965.  You  think  the  Association  should  elect  its  Committee? — 
Yes,  they  generally  work  that  way.  They  would  sit  and  act  under 
the  Civil  Commissioner,  and  from  that  body  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture would  graduallv  be  reached. 

1966.  Do  you  think  this  supreme  Board  should  have  a  voice  in 
the  framing  of  the  Estimates  and  the  disposal  of  funds  voted  by 
Parliament? — I  think  they  might  have  a  voice  in  framing  the 
Estimates,  but  I  am  not  quite  prepared  to  say  they  should  have  a 
voice  in  spending  the  money.  I  am  almost  inclined  to  think  that 
the  details  connected  with  expenditure  should  be  left  entirely  to 
the  Department.  There  may  be  broad  lines  given  by  the  Board 
with  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  money  should  be  spent. 

1967.  You  stated  that  the  commercial  side  should  be  repre- 
sented. What  do  you  mean  by  that? — I  was  particularly  thinking 
about  information  in  regard  to  foreign  markets,  and  the  best 
sources  from  which  farming  requisites  may  be  obtained.  It  is  well 
known  to  any  one  who  buys  such  requisites  in  South  Africa  and 
has  a  little  knowledge  of  the  markets  across  the  sea,  that  the  far- 
mer here  has  to  pay  an  enormous  sum  for  certain  things  which 
he  could  get  much  cheaper  and  just  as  good  by  means  of  co-opera- 
tion,   It  is  merely  a  question  of  co-operation, 
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1968.  Yon  are  very  much  in  favour  of  co-operation  ? — Very 
much. 

1969.  Mr.  Owen-Leuris.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  Parliament 
voting  a  sum  of  money  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  this  Board 
of  Agriculture,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  agri- 
cultural resources  of  the  country? — If  the  money  were  carefully 
nursed  and  properly  spent,  I  should  say,  certainly.  At  present  we 
have  a  lot  of  money  being  spent  on  farming  matters  which  is  prac- 
tically non-productive. 

1970.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Can  you  give  vis  one  or  two  instances  in 
which  money  has  been  spent  in  the  manner  you  state? — I  mean 
spent  to  the  least  advantage.  Well,  for  example,  from  the  very 
beginning  in  regard  to  agricultural  education,  a  very  serious  mis- 
take was  made  and  money  wasted  for  the  simple  reason  that  there 
wat'  no  proper  policy.  I  specially  refer  to  Elsenburg.  That  farm 
was  acquired  without  any  consideration.  Practically  it  was  pur- 
chased by  a  few  gentlemen  who  went  out  there  to  pic-nic.  No 
scheme  was  provided  at  all.  They  went  on  building  and  spending 
money  right  and  left.  A  great  deal  of  money  has  been  injudi- 
ciously spent  on  the  place,  and  has  been  practically  wasted, 
because  it  will  never  yield  any  return.  Take  another  example. 
Some  years  ago  an  effort  was  made  to  develop  forestry  in  the 
Colony.  The  intention  was  an  excellent  one,  but  the  outlay  of  only 
some  £300  or  £500,  I  have  forgotten  the  amount,  did  not  advance 
this  w^orthy  object  very  fair.  My  idea  would  have  been,  instead  of 
giving  prizes  for  the  best  plantations,  as  was  done  before,  to  spend 
every  year  a  sum  of  money,  £5,000  or  £10,000,  or  whatever  amount 
Avas  agreed  upon,  to  assist  the  farmers  by  giving  them  prizes  for 
each  acre  of  land  planted  with  trees,  after  four  or  five  years' 
growth.  You  would  thus  have  seen  something  for  the  outlay. 
Prizes  were  offered  some  years  ago  for  the  best  orchards.  I  was 
one  of  the  judges,  and  I  do  not  think  the  expenditure  of  that  money 
did  any  good.  All  these  things  would  be  discussed  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.     I  could  give  yon  many  more  instances. 

1971.  Chairman.']  Do  you  thinlv  the  Agricultural  Department, 
as  it  exists  at  the  present  time,  is  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  commimity? — No. 

197:2.  You  think  a  change  should  be  made? — I  think  so.  I 
have  always  felt  that  the  Department  is  not  sufficiently  in  sym- 
])athy  with  the  farmers,  or  with  South  Africa  in  many  instances. 
1  particularly  recollect  cases  whereby  farmers  inquired  by  letter 
a1  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  certain  information.  Instead 
of  considering  and  making  allowances  for  the  conditions  in  which 
ihese  farmers  had  grown  \\\),  the  officers  of  the  Department  simply 
ridiculed  the  manner  in  whicli  (he  (piestions  were  worded.  Natur- 
ally the  farmers  got  their  backs  up,  and  would  hear  absolutely 
nothing  at  all  about  the  Dejiartment.  In  otlier  respects  I  think 
llicrc  is  a  want  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  officers  of 
the  Department.  They  sit  far  too  much  in  tlieii-  offices  in  Cape 
Town  and  do  not  understand  the  conditions  of  the  country.  Many 
ol  them  argue  from  a  basis  which  is  far  beyond  South  Africa.  I 
always  think  that  an  ollicer  of  the  Department  who  desires  to  be 
in  conlacl  with  the  fnnniiig  p()))ulation,  should,  fiistly,  understand 
the  conditions  in  whicli  the  farmer  exists,  and  should  then  modify 
those  conditions  according  to  circumstances,  so  that  they  can  be 
cairied   into  effect. 

197o,  What  do  you  mean  when  you  sav  thai  llie  othcials  of  \\\v 
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Ai^'ricuUural  Department  are  not  sutficiently  in  sympathy  with 
South  Africa?— I  mean  tlial  I  hey  have  not  any  idea  of  South 
African  conditions,  and  consequently  cannot  l)e  in  sym})athy. 
The  Department  to  a  very  large  extent  consists  of  a  statT  of  clerks 
who  have  absolutelv  no  interest  in  agricultural  matters  at  all. 

1974.  Mr.  Oosthvisen.]  Do  you  think  that  the  estal)lishment  of 
Experimental  Agricultural  Stations  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try would  help  to  bring  farmers  into  closer  touch  with  the  Agricul- 
tural Department? — I  think  that  is  absolutely  necessary.  That  is 
what  we  require,  especially  in  connection  with  agricultural  educa- 
tion in  the  future. 

1975.  But  you  would  not  have  such  a  scheme  of  agricultural 
education  on  the  same  scale  as  that  obtaining  at  Elsenlmrg  ? — No, 
on  a  much  smaller  scale,  yet  one  calculated  to  deal  with  the  imme- 
diate requirements  of  a  district.  I  can  state  a  case  with  reference 
to  results  without  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment connected  with  experimental  woi*k.  I  refer  to  the  im- 
])ortant  question  of  orange  culture.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  in  Cali- 
fornia the  bitter  Seville  stock  answered  very  well  for  oranges, 
some  years  ago  the  Agricultural  Department,  on  the  strength  of 
reports  received,  recommended  wholesale  the  use  of  the  "Seville," 
with  most  disastrous  results,  the  Seville  stock  in  almost  every 
instance  failing  to  give  satisfaction.  Now.  if  proper  practical  ex- 
periments had  been  conducted,  the  disadvantages  of  the  Seville 
stock  would  have  been  discovered  and  the  fruit  farmer  would  have 
been  warned  against  it.  I  recollect  another  instance,  but  this  is  a 
personal  matter,  although  I  do  not  wish  to  bring  it  forward  as  such. 
Some  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  when  fruit  culture  was  being 
boomed  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  a  large  number  of 
peaches,  different  varieties,  were  introduced,  and  many  of  these 
peaches  were  grafted  on  to  plum  stock.  In  the  second  year  it  was 
seen  that  these  peaches  would  not  do,  that  they  would  be  a  failure 
so  far  as  the  Western  Province  was  concerned.  I  gave  a  warning 
to  this  ef!ect  in  the  "  Agricultural  Journal  "  but  without  avail,  and 
the  fact  remained  that  during  the  following  season  men  like  Mr. 
Merriman,  Sir  Jacob  Barry,  Mr.  Pickstone,  and  others,  who  had 
gone  in  for  planting  these  peaches,  had  to  take  them  u]i  and  re- 
])lant.  These  are  instances  where  experimental  work  would  have 
been  most  useful. 


MEMORANDUM. 

Stellenliosch,  22iul  December,  1904. 
Thr  Sfci-fUtrii.  Af/ficiil/iiirif  Oammiiit^iirn,  Capp  Town. 

Sir, — Thinking  over  the  evidence  I  gave  yesterday  in  i-eferenee  to  the 
constitution  of  Council  and  15i)aril  ol'  Agriculture,  I  have  come  to  a  different 
conclusion  to  that  oi  yestei-day,  arrived  at  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 

After  mature  consideration,  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  a  Board  of 
Agriculture,  as  sjjoken  of  in  the  Pi'ime  Minister's  letter  of  instructions,  and  in  my 
evidence,  would  he  rather  a  hindrance  to  the  effective  working  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.  14  certainly  ajijiears  to  me  now  superfluous  in  order  to  obtain 
what  is  aimed  at. 

I  therefore  wish  to  withdraw  what  I  wxid  yesterday  on  that  score,  anil  my 
proposal  would  stand  thus  : — 

1.  Farmei's'  Associations  lo  be   formed   under  the  Chairmanship   of  the 
Civil  Commissioners. 

2.  These  Associations  to  meet  monthly,  oi'  as  may  be  arranged,  to  consult 
and  elect  delegates  at  the  proper  time, 

[G.  2— 1905.J  o 
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3.  Delegates  meet  in  Cape  Town,  Secretary  for  Agriculture  or  Permanent 
Head  of  Department  of  Agriculture  to  l)e  Chairman,  to  elect  out  of  their 
number  a  Council  of  Agriculture. 

4.  This  Council  to  have  assigned  the  duties  mentioned  in  the  Prime 
Minister's  letter  under  that  head,  and  report  to  the  responsible  Head  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

5.  To  make  the  Council  effective  I  suggest  that  each  branch  of  Agriculture 
be  represented  by  an  even  number  of  members,  that  from  this  Council 
Committees  should  be  formed  to  take  charge  of  one  branch  each.  These 
Committees  to  meet,  discuss  and  prepare  everything  relative  to  their  particular 
branch,  for  discussioii  and  consideration  at  the  time  the  Council  of  AgricuKure 
meets  or  assembles. 

A  limited  number  of  members  might  ))e  appointed  by  the  Government,  and 
the  officers  of  the  Agricultural  Department  supervising  special  branches  of  the 
Department,  should  attend  the  deliberations  of  the  Council. 

Please  communicate  this  on  my  behalf  to  the  members  of  the  Commission. 

Yours  truly, 

C.  MAYER. 


Stellenbosch,  December  22nd,  1904. 

TliP  Secrptciry,  Agriciillural  Cottimisfiion,  Cape  Town. 

The  following  are  my  jiroposals  in  respect  to  iin])rovements  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  : — 

1.  Permanent  Head. — Should  be  a  person  ^s•ith  knowledge  of  South 
African  conditions,  and  be  acquainted  with  the  characteristics  of  the  rural 
population,  besides  being  pos.sessed  of  great  administrative  al)ilities. 

He  should  be  open-minded,  give  his  technical  officers  plenty  of  latitude, 
and  arrange  matters  so  that  everything  can  be  carried  on  with  a  minimum  of 
clerical  assistance.  His  time  should  be  entirely  employed  in  respect  of 
Agriculture.  Branches  like  Lands  and  Mines,  kc,  should  be  transferred  to 
some  other  Department. 

An  early  appointment  of  such  a  permanent  head  I  consider  most  im- 
]iortant  and  would  suggest  Mr.  Huteheon,  the  Chief  Veterinary  Surgeon,  the 
most  suitable  person. 

2.  Heads  of  Sub-Depart ments  constituting  the  Depai'tment  of  Agriculture 
to  stand  under  the  Permanent  Head. 

They  should  l)e  (nialilied  persons,  with  South  African  experience,  if 
possible,  and  reside  as  much  as  ])0ssii)le  on  stations  where  experiments  in 
regard  to  their  particular  ])ranch  are  carried  on.  They  should  from  time  to 
time  meet  at  Bi)eciallv  convened  meetings  in  consultation  with  the  Permanent 
Head. 

Each  Head  of  a  Sub-l)ej)artment  should  have  control  of  tlie  I'lnicls  voted 
for  his  division,  and  of  the  working  of  the  station  generally  ;  i)ro\  iiled,  how- 
ever, that  the  ai)i)ointment,  the  removal  or  promotion  of  the  technical  staff 
employed  in  such  branch  as  assistants  to  the  Head,  can  oidy  be  effected  by 
the  Permanent  Head  of  the  Dei)ai'tment  of  Agriculture. 

None  of  the  Heads  of  the  Sub-De))a)-tments  to  be  put  on  "  the  Fi.xeil 
Establishment,"  but  to  be  engaged, after  a  short  i)rol)alion,for  a  period  of  many 
years,  and  to  receive  the  usual  gi-atuity  ])rovided  for  in  tiie  Civil  Service  Act, 
if  through  no  fault  of  their  own  no  re-engagement  is  found  advisable. 

.'i.  The  stations  so  li-ea(ed  sliould  be  taken  as  principal  stations,  and 
liave  the  riglit  of  estalilishing,  if  funds  permit,  sub-stations.  These  latter 
stations  to  deal  with  tlie  iiarticuiar  re<piireinents  of  tlu'  district  they  are 
located  in. 

Stations  of  that  nature  are  a  xiif  i/iin  iimi  dtv  an  efficient  Department  of 
Agriculture.  Tiie  custom,  hitliertn  followeil  by  the  Dejiartment,  of  basing 
its  cultural  reconnnendations  on  experience  outside  Soiitli  Africa,  slnmld  l)e 
discontinued,  as  in  several  instances  sucli  reconinieiidalidns  broiii;lit  a  (b'rect 
loss  to  farmers,  and  discredit  to  the  Depai'tinent. 

The  stations  must  !»■  run  exclusively  with  tlu^view  of  ex)ierinienting 
and  collecting  data  of  South  African  ex])erienci',  which,  when  i-arefuUv 
recorded,  wouhl  in  iinw  form  a  vaiuabh'  guide.  Up  to  the  ]iresent  nothing 
has  ever  been  earnestly  attempted,  i)artieularly  in  resjtect  to  Agriculture 
proper. 

4.  A  fully  (Mpiipped  Hefer'ence  I>ibrary  should  be  estalilished.  and  a 
proper  Agricultural  Museum  gradually  develoiied. 

C,   MAVKi;, 
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Daniel  Retief,  Wellington,  examined. 

1976.  Chairman.]  What  are  you?-  I  am  a  farmer  in  Wellington 
district. 

1977.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony;  the  duties  of  such  Council  to 
be  (1)  to  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests 
of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — My  belief  is  that  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Council  of  Agriculture  should  be  l)y  Agricultural  Societies 
or  Associations  formed  in  every  Division,  and  presided  over  by  the 
Civil  Commissioner  or  Resident  Magistrate.  The  moment  such  or- 
ganisations are  recognised  as  having  a  sort  of  othcial  status  by  the 
Government,  more  interest  will  be  shown  and  a  larger  membership 
will  accrue.  Let  these  Agricultural  Societies,  presided  over  by  the 
Civil  Commissioner  as  honorary  chairman,  elect  the  members  of 
the  proposed  Council  of  Agriculture.  Let  every  Society  send  two 
or  three  delegates  to  a  certain  centrally  situated  spot  in  one  of  the 
Legislative  Council  Electoral  Circles,  in  order  to  make  the  expense 
of  administration  as  small  as  possible.  Take  the  Western  Circle 
as  an  example.  Let  these  assembled  delegates  elect  the  Council  of 
Agriculture.  Let  every  Legislative  Council  Circle  have  three  or 
four  members  of  this  Council  of  Agriculture,  in  order  to  elect  a 
Board  of  Agriculture.  The  whole  organisation  should  be  as  little 
cumbersome  and  as  economically  conducted  as  possible. 

1978.  Would  two  or  three  members  be  enough  to  represent  the 
different  branches  of  the  farming  industry  in  most  Circles? — Take 
a  Circle  like  the  Western,  and  suppose  that  it  would  be 
entitled  to  send  three  or  four  members  to  the  Council  of  Agricul- 
ture. These  members  would  represent  the  wine,  fruit,  and  other 
interests  of  this  part  of  the  Colonv.  The  Eastern  Circle  would 
have  four  members  representing  the  farming  interests  prevailing 
there.  Stock-farming  districts  should  also  have  their  adequate 
representation.  An  important  point  to  keep  in  mind  is  that  the 
representation  of  each  branch  of  the  farming  industry  must  not 
be  too  large,  and  the  Council  of  Agriculture  must  meet  at  certain 
stated  times. 

1979.  Have  you  given  any  consideration  to  the  proposal  for  the 
appointment  of  Local  Committees  of  Agriculture,  to  be  elected  by 
the  landowners? — That  is  recognised  as  the  domestic  work  of  the 
Agricultural  Societies  Thev  elect  their  Committees,  whose  mem- 
bers would  be  in  touch  with  the  Council,  and  the  Council  would 
advise  the  Board  of  Agriculture  with  regard  to  all  questions  that 
had  been  previously  discussed. 

1980.  In  certain  districts  no  Agricultural  Societies  or  Farmers' 
Associations  exist,  and  in  such  cases  would  you  have  any  objection 
to  the  farmers  or  landowners  being  elected  as  a  Committee  by  their 
own  class? — The  moment  an  Agricultural  Society  is  on  the  point  of 
formation,  to  be  presided  over  by  a  Government  official  like  the 
Civil  Commissioner  of  the  district,  the  farmers  will  realise  that 
some  benefit  is  to  be  derived,  and  that  any  representation  of  their 
wants  and  interests  will  be  taken  official  notice  of.  The  moment 
the  farmers  see  this,  they  will  join  the  Society,  and  this  will  be  a 
stepping-stone  to  co-operation.  There  cannot  be  permanent  and 
practical  co-operation  unless  we  start  from  the  l^ottom.  There  are, 
of  course,  at  the  jiresent  time  Agricultural  Societies  in  different  dis- 
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tricts  which  hold  meetinfis  and  pass  resohitions,  Init  not  much 
notice  is  taken  of  them ;  no  interest  is  displayed.  However,  if  far- 
mers in  any  district  were  to  see  that  they  would  enjoy  substantial 
benefit,  by  Government  recognition,  from  being  identified  with 
such  a  bodv,  they  wilfat  once  come  in,  especially  if  they  see  that 
other  districts  are  getting  the  "  plums."  When  they  observe  that 
to  be  the  case,  they  will  at  once  enter  the  field. 

1981.  With  regard  to  the  small  Local  Committees  of  Agricul- 
ture, have  you  any  suggestion  to  offer? — These  Committees  should 
be  elected  by  the  members  of  the  Association,  and  should  not  have 
any  status  more  than  being  a  Committee  of  Management.  You 
must  have  some  organisation  if  any  active  interest  is  to  be  dis- 
played in  the  work,  and  my  idea  of  these  small  Committees  is  that 
they  should  act  as  a  sort  of  local  executive;  supposing  any  ques- 
tion crops  up  from  the  Council,  and  meetings  have  to  be  called, 
the  Civil  Commissioner  or  Resident  Magistrate  could  be  asked  to 
convene  a  meeting  of  farmers  for  this  purpose.  Such  a  committee, 
although  having  no  official  status,  could  facilitate  the  settlement  of 
a  great  many  matters. 

1982.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.']  You  believe  it  is  very  necessary  that 
farmers  should  organise  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Colony?^ 
Tdo. 

1983.  And  that  in  every  district  there  should  he  a  body  of  men 
elected  by  the  landowners  to  represent  their  local  interests? — I 
think  so. 

1984.  If  it  were  possible  to  secure  in  every  Fiscal  Division  of 
the  Colony  a  permanent  Local  Committee  of  Agriculture,  elected 
bv  the  landowners  of  the  district,  would  that  materially  aid  in  the 
advancement  of  the  farming  industry? — Yes,  it  would  undoubtedly 
have  that  effect. 

1985.  Do  you  approve  of  the  proposal  that  the  landowners  in 
each  w^ard  of  every  Division  should  elect  two  of  their  number  to 
serve  on  a  permanent  Local  Committee  of  Agriculture  in  each 
Fiscal  Division,  this  Committee  to  be  presided  over  by  the  Civil 
Commissioner  of  the  Division,  so  that  if  the  farmers  have  any 
grievances  to  bring  before  the  Government,  the  Committee  can 
communicate  direct  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  on  the 
subject? — Yes,  I  approve  of  that. 

1986.  Then  it  is  suggested  that  each  Local  Committee  should 
nominate  one  of  its  members  to  serve  on  the  Council  of  Agricul- 
ture, and  that  the  membership  of  the  Council  should  be  divided 
into  the  nine  Electoral  Circle,s  of  the  Legislative  Council,  each 
Circle  to  have  two  members  serving  on  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
Do  you  agree  with  Ihat  pro])osition  ? — That  is  exactly  my  scheme. 
The  wliole  organisation  sliould  work  and  b(!  biiilt  up,  as  it  were, 
from  Ijelow,  from  the  farmers  by  means  of  these  different  Societies, 
which  should  be  recognised  bv  the  Government  ofTicially,  and 
cN'cry  Civil  Commissioner  should  be  asla-d  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  movement. 

1987.  Do  you  perceiv(>  this  diffei'eiice  in  the  ]U'op()sals?  Yon 
say  Agricultural  Societies  sli(»uld  he  formed  in  each  Fi.scal  Divi- 
sion, and  the  other  suggestion  is  that  the  landowners  of  each  dis- 
trict should  elect  so  many  of  their  mnnher  to  serve  on  a  i)ermanent 
Local  Committee  of  Agriculture?-  My  idea  is  that  the  Agricultural 
Societies  should  elect  the  Committee'.  First  of  all,  in  order  to  give 
general  satisfjictidi),  these  Societies  should  send  their  delegates  to 
elect   the  nienil»ers  of  llie  Agricultural  Council,  nnd   the  Agri-n^l 
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tiiral  Council,  wliicli  is  iilrcjidv  r<'))r«'S(Mil('(l  by  (IcIc^hIcs  from  the 
local  Sociclics,  should  clecl  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  that  Board 
remaininy  in  office  for  three  years.  What  I  mean  hy  a  Committee 
is  that  it  should  only  1)(^  a  Committee  of  Management  connected 
with  the  Agricultural  Society. 

1988.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  Your  oi)inion  is  that  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions should  he  formed  in  evcuy  district,  and  do  you  think  your 
scheme  is  better  than  the  [)ro))osal  that  the  laiulowners  in  each 
ais-trict  should  meet  and  vote  for  the  Local  Committee? — Yes,  but 
there  is  not  much  dif!'erenc(\  My  idea  is  that  co-operation  should 
be  regarded  as  the  important  oljject  in  the  future.  We  should  pull 
the  farmers  together  as  much  as  possible.  We  want  this  new 
scheme  to  be  non-political,  so  that  the  peo])le  may  work  in  friend- 
ship towards  the  common  object  of  agricultural  progress.  Every 
small  farmer  should  have  a  chance  of  voting  at  the  election  of  dele- 
gates for  this  Council  of  Agriculture,  so  that  eventually  a  thor- 
oughly representative  Board  of  Agriculture  may  be  appointed. 
Then  there  will  be  satisfaction  and  efficiency  from  the  very  bottom 
amongst  our  farming  community. 

1989.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.']  What  qualification  would  you  have  for 
voting  at  the  election  of  members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture? — 
No  man  should  be  admitted  a  member  of  this  Agricultural  Society 
to  Avhich  I  refer,  unless  he  is  a  legitimate  farmer  or  landowner. 

1990.  Mr.  Blaine.^  Would  you  wish  to  keep  out  ])olitics  from 
these  bodies? — Certainly;  if  we  do  not  keep  out  politics  you  may 
leave  the  scheme  alone. 

1991.  Do  you  not  think  that  many  Farmers'  Associations  in 
the  Colony  have  so  mixed  themselves  up  in  politics  that  if  you  use 
their  machinery,  you  will  have  the  ])olitical  factor  largely  entering 
into  these  elections? — I  do  not  know.  I  think  the  l)est  means  of 
bringing  the  two  separate  sections  of  the  community  together 
would  be  by  means  of  Agricultural  Societies.  The  interests  of  the 
two  sections  are  identical,  the  one  cannot  do  without  the  other,  and 
I  think  race  feeling  will  disappear  the  moment  we  begin  to  realise 
that  we  jointly  want  the  Government  to  be  in  sympathy  with  us, 
and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  appreciate  our  wants  and 
interests  as  farmers. 

1992.  Do  you  not  think  that  race-feeling  would  sooner  dis- 
aj)i:)ear  if  these  permanent  Local  Committees  of  Agriculture  were 
appointed,  in  preference  to  Associations,  the  Committees  to  be 
elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Ward,  and  presided  over  by  the 
Magistrate  or  Civil  Commissioner? — My  im]iression  is  that  such  a 
Committee  would  have  no  life  or  vigour.  The  wants  of  any  com- 
munity of  farmers  must  be  made  known  through  their  coming 
together  and  discussing  matters  from  a  thoroughly  practical  stand- 
point. You  may  ai)point  a  Committee,  and  it  may  continue  to 
exist,  but  the  farmer  will  eventually  jn'efer  to  sit  still  on  his  farm 
unless  a  great  deal  of  life  and  energy  are  imparted  to  the  organisa- 
tion. 

1993.  Mr.  Ahraliamson.']  You  say  you  would  rather  have 
Farmers'  Associations  formed  to  send  delegates  forward  for  the 
election  of  the  Council  of  Agricluture,  because  you  think  that 
farmers  in  their  own  district  should  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing questions  of  agriculture,  instead  of  leaving  them  to  a  small 
Committee  ? — Most  decidedly. 

1994.  Chairman:]  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  consist  of  nine  memljers  nominated  l)y  the  Government,  and  18 
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members  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  liuki  ottice  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  following  manner: — The 
collective  representatives  on  the  Agricultural  Council  from  each  of 
the  nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative  Council  to  elect  from 
their  numbers  two  members? — Yes,  I  approve  of  «uch  a  constitu- 
tion of  the  proposed  Board  of  Agriculture. 

1995.  Is  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  it  exists  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  in  your  opinion  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  farming 
community? — No,  I  do  not  think  so,  but  on  the  other  hand  I  Avould 
not  put  ali  the  blame  on  the  Department.  The  farmers  themselves 
are  partly  to  blame  for  their  want  of  mutual  sympathy.  They  are 
also  apathetic;  therefore  1  say  let  us  have  theseAssociations,  andthe 
Department  of  Agriculture  will  give  their  weight  towards  adding 
to  the  progress  and  development  of  farming.  Let  the  officers  of  the 
De])artment  go  more  about  and  among  the  farmers,  meeting  and 
talking  with  them,  showing  a  vital,  practical  interest  in  the  indus- 
try in  all  its  branches,  and  helping  and  advising  us.  We  have 
really  no  advisers,  and  so  we  agree  to  jog  along,  allowing  things  to 
be  pigeon-holed,  and  we  get  no  farther  ahead.  The  Department  is 
merely  a  kind  of  figure-head  instead  of  being  a  living,  actual  help, 
but  the  moment  we  have  this  Board  of  Agriculture  in  close  touch 
with  that  Department,  you  will  make  things  lively,  and  a  wide- 
spread interest  is  bound  to  be  taken  in  everything  appertaining  to 
the  industry. 

1996.  Do  you  think  that  a  Board  of  experienced  farmers,  pre- 
sided over  by  a  professional  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department, 
would  be  more  likely  to  forward  the  interests  of  agriculture  than 
the  present  system? — I  certainly  think  that  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment should  l)e  a  man  who  knows  something  about  farming,  and 
therefore  capable  of  symi)athising  with  us.  The  permanent  staff 
should  also  consist  of  men  who  are  really  actuated  by  a  strong 
desire  to  })romote  the  welfare  of  the  country  by  means  of  our  farm- 
ing industry.  As  an  instance  of  what  I  mean,  I  may  mention  that 
one  of  the  professional  men  of  the  Department  some  years  ago 
recommended  a  certain  orange  stock  to  be  grafted  upon,  and  every- 
body did  so,  but  three  or  four  years  afterwards  it  became  evident 
that  this  stock  was  absolutely  no  good,  and  serious  losses  were  sus- 
tained by  many  farmers.  That  was  some  six  or  seven  years  ago. 
I  am  referring  ito  the  bitter  Seville  stock. 

1997.  Mr.  Owen-Leivis.'\  After  that  you  lost  faith  in  the  Depart- 
ment?— It  w^as  bound  to  shake  our  confidence  in  the  Department. 
I  do  not  think,  however,  that  the  proposed  Board  of  Agriculture 
should  have  control  of  the  money,  but  should  prove  of  great  help 
to  the  Secretary  for  Agriculture  in  framing  the  Estimates. 

Pclcr  do  Waal,  examined. 

1998.  Chainnan.']  Do  you  liold  any  office? — No,  I  am  a  retired 
farmer,  living  at  Stellenbosch. 

1999.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  parls  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council  to 
be  (1)  to  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests 
of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agri- 
culture ui)on  schemes  submitted  to  tliemf  And  do  you  consider 
that  it  would  be  more  desirable  for  the  members  of  the  Council  of 
Agricullnre  to  be  elected  by  (1)  Committees  of  Agriculture  which 
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.should  bo  forinod  in  each  Fiscal  Division  and  elected  by  the  land- 
owners in  each  Ward,  or  (2)  that  they  should  be  elected  Ijy  tlie  rate- 
Ijuyers  of  each  Fiscal  Division^ — Yes,  I  am  in  favour  of  such  a 
Council  to  deal  with  all  agricultural  matters  and  to  report  to  a 
Board  of  Agriculture.  I  also  approve  of  the  proposed  system  of 
small  Local  Committees  to  be  chosen  Ijy  the  landowners,  which 
Committees  will  send  delegates  for  the  election  of  the  Council  of 
Agriculture. 

2000.  ]\Ir.  Abra/ia/nson.]  If  such  a  scheme  is  carried  out,  do  you 
think  it  will  l)e  better  for  llie  farmer  than  the  present  system? — 
Yes,  I  think  so.  1  have  no  very  great  confidence  in  Commissions 
or  anything  of  that  kind,  but  if  anything  has  to  be  done  1  thiidi  this 
plan  is  aljout  the  most  feasible  one. 

2001.  Do  you  think  that  anything  which  is  calculated  to  bring 
the  farmers  and  the  Agricultural  Department  together  will  be  a 
good  thing? — Certainly  I  do,  and  1  think  this  scheme  will  have  that 
effect. 

2002.  Chairman.']  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  uy  the  Government  and  18 
members  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold  office  for  a 
})eriod  of  three  .years,  to  be  elected  in  the  following  manner: — The 
collective  representatives  on  the  Agricultural  Council  from  each 
of  the  nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative  Council  to  elect 
from  their  own  numbers  two  members? — Yes,  I  ai)prove  of  that 
method  of  election. 

2003.  Is  the  Agricultural  Department  as  it  exists  at  the  present 
time,  in  your  opinion,  suflhciently  in  touch  with  the  farming  com- 
munity?— No.  The  Department  as  at  present  carried  on  is  in  no 
way  calculated  to  inspire  confidence,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  not 
in  touch  with  the  farmers  of  the  Colony. 

2004.  Is  there  anything  you  can  suggest  to  increase  the  confi- 
dence and  efficiency  of  the  Department  ?— Nothing  beyond  the  pro- 
posals submitted  by  the  Commission.  I  think  the  small  Local 
Committees  to  be  appointed  in  each  Fiscal  Division  should  have 
some  official  status,  so  that  they  may  Ije  in  a  position  to  approach 
the  Government  directly.  I  would  add  that  I  have  been  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  including  the  Orange  River 
Colony,  and  have  found  great  distress  existing  amongst  the  agricul- 
tural "community.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Government 
should  do  something  for  their  assistance,  and  I  think  that  a  good 
effect  will  be  created  if  these  small  District  Committees  are  brought 
into  close  touch  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

2005.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  agricultural  organisation?— 
Yes,  I  am  a  member  of  the  Stellenbosch  Farmers'  Association.  I 
do  not  think  at  present  that  the  Farmers'  Associations  throughout 
the  Colony  are  .sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  Department,  or  that 
they  have  i)ower  to  do  much  good,  as  they  are  constituted. 

Francis  Dermot  MacDermott,  examined. 

2006.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  What  is  your  official  position?— I  am 
Editor  of  the  "Agricultural  Journal"  and  Secretary  to  this  Com- 
mission. 

2007.  Have  you  anv  knowledge  of  Farmers'  Associations  and 
Agricultural  Societies  ?— Yes,  I  have  a  good  deal  of  correspondence 
with  them  through  the  "Journal." 

2008.  How  are  these  Associations  formed  and  of  whom  do  they 


soo 

consist? — There  are  two  distinct  classes  of  Farniers'Assuciations  in 
the  Colony.  One  set  of  Associations,  formed  mostly  in  the  Eastern 
Province,"are  affiliated  with  what  they  call  the  Central  Farmers' 
Association.  They  form  a  distinct  hody  as  against  the  other  set, 
to  be  found  largely  in  the  West  and  South-West,  which  are  called 
Vine  and  Fruit-growers'  Associations.  The  Vine  and  Fruit-growers' 
Associations  nominate  the  Horticultural  Boards,  and  they  get  into 
touch  with  the  Government  in  that  way.  The  one  exception  to 
that  rule  1  know  of  is  that  of  the  Farmers'  Association  at  Beaufort 
West,  w'hich  is  athliated  with  the  Central  Farmers'  Association  of 
the  Eastern  Province.  rraclically  they  develo})  themselves,  by 
their  own  volition,  and  they  then  become  athliated,  but  there  are 
Farmers'  Associations  which  are  not  afhliated  with  the  Central 
organisation. 

2009.  What  are  the  qualifications  of  membership? — These 
differ  acording  to  local  conditions.  In  some  the  rule  is  enforced 
that  members  must  be  farmers,  but  in  many  of  them  people  are  ac- 
cepted so  long  as  they  profess  to  take  a  practical  interest  in  agri- 
culture. 

2010.  Is  there  a  propert^'  qualification!' — Not  that  I  am  aware 
of. 

2011.  Is  there  formal  nomination  and  election? — Yes. 

2012.  Is  there  a  subscription  i — Yes. 

2013.  Are  they  governed  by  any  Executive? — Usually  the  Exe- 
cutive consists  of  the  Chairman  and  Secretary,  but  some  of  them 
have  small  Committees. 

2014.  How  are  they  represented  with  regard  to  Farmers'  Con- 
gresses?— They  elect  delegates  and  pay  these  delegates'  expenses 
to  the  Congress. 

2015.  Are  they  officially  recognised  by  the  Government? — Yes, 
to  this  extent,  that  at  the  Farmers'  Congress  technical  officers  of 
the  Department  are  usually  deputed  to  attend  by  request  of  the 
Congress.  The  officials  give  information  and  sometimes  join  in 
the  debates,  and  the  Department  accepts  and  considers  resolutions 
passed  l)y  the  Congress.  The  resolutions  adopted  liy  the  indi- 
vidual Associations  are  also  considered  by  the  Department. 

2016.  Are  they  in  any  way  officially  connected  with  the  De- 
])artment? — Only  in  this  way,  I  have  instructions  to  allow  mem- 
bers of  non-political  Farmers'  Associations  a  copy  of  the  "  Agricul- 
tural Journal  '  free  of  charge.  That  is  the  only  official  connection 
I  know  of. 

2017.  Of  wdiom  do  the  Agricultural  Societies  consist  ?^Practi- 
cally  of  anybody  who  will  subscribe. 

"2018.  Whal'is  (he  subscription  ?-Tt  varies. 
2019.  What  is  their  work  f-  It  depends  upon  the  locality.  The 
western  Province  Agricultural  Society  covers  a  very  wide  field  of 
work.  In  addilioii  lo  lioldinii:  periodical  Shows,  Ihey  con- 
sider matters  alTecting  the  farming  community  generally,  of  the 
dif-tricts  in  which  they  are  more  particularly  interested.  This 
Society  arranges  for  the  testing  of  agricullural  imi)lements  and 
machinery  l)y  means  of  harvesting  comjjetitions,  etc.  It  takes 
a  general  interest  all  the  year  round  in  agricultural  nuitters, 
and  is  conducting  a  Stud  Register.  The  Society  has  a  perma- 
nent office  and  emplovs  a  i)erman(Mit  Secretary.  The  one  next  in 
importance  is  the  Port  Elizabeth  Agricultural"  Society,  which  also 
takes  a  very  wide  and  c<)m])rehensive  interest  in  stock  farming, 
but  1  do  notthink  it  is  so  deeply  interested  in  arable  work,  or  fruit- 
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<4r<)wiii,i;-  11  is  a  vcrx'  live  instil  iitioii,  and  also  cinplDys  a  i»ci'- 
numeni  Sccrclaiy,  and  lias  an  olT\cv  in  Turt  i'Llizahclli,  to  which 
farmers  and  pasloralisis  can  and  do  c<)nstanll\-  rvU'W  I  i<n<)W  tlicy 
have  done  very  valuai)l('  \v()i-l\  in  llu-  counliy.  Tlic  next  hirj^ost 
Societies  would  bo  those  on  the  Border,  perhaps  that  at  East  Lon- 
don, which  is  a  orowin^  inslilution,  is  Ihc  nexl  most  important.  It 
i«  difficult  to  say  what  they  may  do;  al  present  their  func-tions  are 
largely  confined  to  holdinij  a  show,  and  they  are  puttinfj  up  a  very 
fine  Show-yard.  Other  Societies  exist  in  the  Midlands  and  else 
Avhere.  You  have  the  (ji'a  hams  town  Society,  for  example,  and 
although  their  work  consists  princii)ally  of  organising  Shows,  they 
do  lake  a  genei-al  interest  in  agriculture,  but  their  funds  are 
limited,  and  so  therefore  is  their  scope.  The  smaller  Societies, 
owing  to  their  limited  funds,  mainly  concern  themselves  with 
Shows;  but  a  ])roporti(m,  like  the  Darling  and  Caledon  Societies, 
combine  the  work  of  Farmers'  Associations  as  well.  The  Graafl- 
Reinet  Society  has  not  had  a  Show  for  a  long  time. 

202().  Does  the  Agricultural  Society  still  exist  there? — Yes,  but 
it  is  not  doing  very  much  work. 

2021.  How  are  these  Societies  maintained? — By  members'  sub- 
scriptions and  Government  grants.  Government  grants  five- 
eighths  of  the  actual  prize  money  paid  out  at  each  Show,  and  £  for 
£  for  buildings  and  improvements  to  ShoAV -yards.  Many  of  them 
suffered  severely  by  the  war,  and  on  account  of  drought. 

2022.  Do  you  think  either  the  Agricultural  Societies  or  the 
Farmers'  Associations,  as  at  present  constituted,  sliould  be  the 
bodies  to  elect  the  Local  Committees  or  the  Council  of  Agriculture, 
as  has  been  suggested? — I  do  not  think  so.  My  knowledge  of 
Farmers'  Associations  and  Agricultural  Societies  does  not  convince 
me  that  they  are  sufficiently  comprehensive  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted to  fully  meet  what  is  aimed  at  in  this  scheme.  But  I  would 
not  like  to  sa}'  that  you  could  not  draft  a  sclieme  to  make  them  so 
comprehensive  as  to  more  than  meet  the  object  desired. 

2023.  Mr.  Rubickje.']  You  say  that  the  Farmers'  Associations  are 
mostly  affiliated  with  the  Central  Farmers'  Association? — Yes. 

2024.  How  many  are  not  affiliated? — I  cannot  say  riglit  off. 

2025.  Are  those  which  are  not  affiliated  allowed  to  send  dele- 
gates to  the  Congress? — They  are  invited,  but  they  do  not  always 
respond.  Complaint  has  been  made  that  all  the  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions have  not  become  affiliated. 

2026.  You  say  that  technical  officers  of  the  Department  attend 
and  talk  at  the  Congress.  What  becomes  of  the  resolutions  passed 
at  the  Congress? — To  give  an  instance  with  regard  to  my  own 
branch.  If  anything  affecting  the  "  Agricultural  Journal "  is 
passed  by  the  Congress,  it  comes  to  the  Under  Secretary,  and  there- 
after it  is  referred  to  me  for  my  view  of  the  case,  and  my  recom- 
mendation is  usually  acted  upon.  The  resolutions  may  sometimes 
involve  questions  of  considerable  expenditure,  and  a  decision  is 
afterwards  arrived  at  as  to  whether  or  not  the  money  can  be 
alTorded. 

2027.  Do  vou  think  that  in  general  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment or  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  acts  upon  these  resolutions? 
—I  would  not  like  to  sav  that  they  are  always  acted  upon,  but  an 
effort  is  aenerallv  made'  to  do  so  if  the  resolutions  are  at  all  im- 
sonable.  ^I  certainlv  think  the  Department  tries  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  these  bodies.  There  is  another  large  body,  the  Agricultural 
Union,  which  also  holds  Congresses,  and  has  taken  a  very  promi- 
nent lead  in  agricultural  matters,  during  the  last  twelve  months 
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particularly.  It  held  a  very  lentzlliy  aiul  important  Congress  at 
Bloemfontein  some  time  ago,  which  dealt  with  most  of  the  larger 
questions  affecting  the  farmers  of  the  country.  Its  resolutions  are 
also  sent  in  to  the  Department.  One  of  its  most  prominent  under- 
takings is  the  formation  of  a  Stud  Book.  That  may  be  said  to  have 
retilly  grown  out  of  the  Agricultural  Union. 

2028.  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  Societies  were  represented 
at  the  last  Congress? — I  cannot  tell  you  right  off.  The  last  Con- 
gress was  held  in  Cape  Town,  and  there  were  a  good  many  mem- 
bers, for  they  filled  the  City  Council  Chamber.  Natal,  the  Orange 
River  Colony,  and  other  parts  of  South  Africa  sent  representatives 
to  it.     The  IJnion,  I  should  add,  is  suljsidised  by  the  Government. 

2029.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  to  form  a 
Council  of  Agriculture  independent  of  party  politics,  if  you  confine 
it  to  the  existing  .j^gricultural  Societies  and  Farmers'  Associations? 
— I  do  not  think  you  could — not  a  completely  representative  Coun- 
cil. You  have  not  a  sufficient  number  of  Societies,  which  are  prac- 
tically in  little  groups 

2030.  Mr.  Given- Lew  is.']  Are  there  large  districts  in  the  Colony 
where  no  Farmers'  Associations  exist? — There  are  several. 

2031.  Are  these  chiefly  the  outlying  districts? — Yes.  In  the 
si^arsely-populated  districts  it  is  difficult  to  form  an  Association  of 
any  sort.  In  some  of  these  districts  the  farming  community  has 
absolutely  no  organisation,  so  far  as  I  am  aware. 

2032.  If  they  had  you  would  have  heard  of  it  i — I  think  so. 

2033.  And  _you  think  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  form 
Associations  in  these  outlying  districts  t — That  is  my  opinion. 

2034.  You  send  the  "Agricultural  Journal"  to  all  members  of 
non-political  Agricultural  Societies? — Yes,  to  farmers  of  every 
class,  those  connected  with  every  cultural  industry,  so  long  as  the 
organisation  with  which  they  are  connected  is  non-political. 

2035.  How  many  copies  do  you  send  out  I — In  English  the  free 
list  covers  about  G,000  copies,  and  it  is  growing  monthly,  with  al^oul 
2,000  in  Dutch.  There  are  also  a  large  numl)er  of  subscribers.  The 
total  is  about  9,000  monthly,  but  I  think  at  the  rate  it  is  going  that 
it  Avill  soon  reach  10,000. 

2036.  Of  the  names  that  appear  on  the  free  list,  how  many  are 
practical  farmers? — I  cannot  state  the  exact  proportion  offhand, 
but  there  are  a  good  many  who  are  not. 

2037.  Chairman?^  Do  you  think  it  would  )je  a  good  thing  to 
send  the  "  Agricultural  Journal "'  gratis  to  eveiy  Divisional  Ooun- 
cil  member? — We  send  it  free  to  all  the  Divisional  Councils,  but 
not  to  each  member,  as  a  member.  Members  of  Parliament  are 
placed  on  the  free  list. 

203S.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  l)e  of  great  assistance  as  a 
means  of  information  if  every  m('ml)er  of  the  DiNisional  Councils 
received  a  free  copy  f — The  view  of  a  free  distribution  of  I  he 
"Journal"  which  I  have  recommended  is  that  the  only  qualifica- 
tion should  be  that  Ihe  recipient  should  be  a  fai'mer,  I  would  not 
restrict  it  in  any  other  way.  i  would  send  it  free  to  every  man  in 
the  Colony  who  is  a  farmer  and  makes  his  living  off  the  soil  and 
v-'ho  would  talvc  Ihe  trouble  to  a])ply  for  it. 

2039.  Mr.  .ibra/iam.^on.]  How  many  co])ies  do  you  think  you 
would  have  to  distribute,  if  cver\-  landowner  and  farmer  were  to 
receive  one? — You  woidd  have  to  exceed  10.000  fjiglisli,  and  you 
would  have  to  send  out  nearly  as  man>'  Dutch  copies. 

2040.  Would  20,000  copies  cost  too"  much?— I  do  not  think  so; 
tlio  ox))ense  would  no!  lie  so  very  mnch  extra. 


ThurKdaii,  J.^nd  DcnmOer,  I'M/,. 
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Mathys  Gvstaf  de  Jacjer,  examined. 

204L  Chairman^  You  are  a  farmer  in  tlie  Beaufort  West  dis- 
trict ? — Yes. 

2042.  Mr.  Owen- Lew  is.']  Would  you  ho  in  favour  of  the  farmers 
in  each  Field-cornetcy  electing  two  members  to  serve  on  a  Com- 
mittee of  Agriculture  for  each  Fiscal  Division? — Yes. 

2043.  You  believe  that  the  election  of  such  a  Committee  would 
serve  to  organise  the  farming  community  in  each  district  f — Yes. 

2044.  Would  you  rather  that  the  Council  of  Agriculture  were 
elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Fiscal  Division,  or  by  the  Local 
Committee  of  Agriculture,  which  it  is  proposed  to  establish  in  each 
Fiscal  Division? — By  the  Local  Committee. 

2045.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Would  you  like  this  Local  Committee  to 
be  chosen  as  described  to  have  any  duties  other  than  electing  dele- 
gates to  the  Council  of  Agriculture  ? — Certainly,  they  should  advise 
the  Government  with  respect  to  the  raising  of  loans  for  water- 
works, etc. 

2046.  Mr.  Iio<jeri<.]  How  would  >'ou  propose  to  elect  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  of  Agriculture?  Would  you  allows  Agricultural 
Societies  and  Farmers'  Association.^  to  do  so,  or  would  you  leave 
the  powder  solely  in  the  hands  of  the  landow'ners  and  tenant  far- 
mers?— To  the  farmers,  because  in  many  districts  we  have  no  Agri- 
cultural Societies  or  Farmers'  Associations. 

2047.  You  would  not  allow  the  "  bywoner  "  class  the  privilege 
of  voting? — No.  Only  the  landowner  or  lessee — the  men  who  have 
a  stake  in  the  country. 

2048.  Mr.  Blaine]  Do  you  think  in  the  election  of  Local  Com- 
mittees being  confined  to  each  Field-cornetcy  there  would  not  be  a 
danger  of  the  same  men  as  are  elected  for  the  Divisional  Councils 
being  elected  for  the  Local  Committees? — Yes,  there  w^ould  be  a 
danger,  because  you  will  very  often  find  the  best  men  in  each  Fiscal 
Division  elected  for  the  Divisional  Council,,  and,  naturally,  they 
would  be  the  men  chosen  for  the  Committees. 

2049.  Would  you  make  this  Local  Committee  a  Permanent 
Committee? — I  would  be  in  favour  of  their  being  elected  for  three 
years. 

2050.  Would  you  have  them  presided  over  by  the  Civil  Com- 
missioner of  the  district? — Yes. 

205L  Mr.  Orpen.]  Do  you  think  these  Local  Committees  should 
meet  from  time  to  time  and  give  the  landowners  an  opportunity 
of  meeting  them  and  discussing  local  matters  ? — Yes,  I  think  it 
would  be  advisable  if  they  could  meet  several  times  a  year.  In 
some  districts  they  might  have  to  meet  oftener  than  others, 
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2052.  VoLi  Ihiiik  it  woukl  be  advisable  to  give  farmers  an  (i})por- 
*  unity  of  discussing  matters  affecting  their  agricultural  interests 
Vv'iih  tlie  Committee^ — Yes. 

2053.  Mr.  Rubidge.']  All  districts,  as  you  say,  are  not  alike,  so 
vou  would  leave  it  to  the  Local  Committees  to  call  meetings  as  they 
think  fit  f— Yes. 

2054:.  Chairman.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  by  the  Government  and 
eighteen  members  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold 
office  for  a  period  of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  following  man- 
ner:— The  collective  representatives  of  the  Agricultural  Council 
from  each  of  the  nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil to  elect  from  their  own  numbers  two  members? — Yes,  I  think 
the  suggestion  is  a  good  one. 

2055.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Do  you  not  think  the  number  would  be  too 
large  ? — I  think  it  is  quite  sufficient ;  I  do  not  think  though  that 
you  want  such  a  large  body  for  an  Executive  Committee. 

2056.  31  r.  Rubidge.]  Do  you  think  nine  elected  members  and  five 
Government  nominees  would  be  sufficient  ( — Yes,  I  think  that 
Avould  be  quite  enough. 

2057.  How  would  you  elect  this  Advisory  Board?  Would  you 
leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  or  of  the  farmers  in  each  Circle? 
— I  would  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  each  Circle  to  elect  their  own 
men. 

2058.  Chairman.]  Is  the  Agricultural  Dei)artment,  as  it  exists 
at  the  present  time,  in  your  opinion,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community  ? — No. 

2059.  Mr.  Rogers.]  What  scheme  would  you  suggest  in  order  to 
])lace  the  farmers  more  in  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment?— That  is  a  ditficult  question  to  l)e  answered  offhand.  I  have 
never  given  a  thought  to  the  matter.  There  are  many  men  who 
live  far  away  from  town  who  have  never  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  Department,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  others  who  have 
had  to  deal  with  it  and  who  were  not  satisfied  with  the  results. 

20(30.  Do  you  think  the  country  is  really  getting  value  for  the 
money  expended  on  the  Agricultural  Department  ? — No,  1  do  not 
think  so,  if  you  include  the  whole  expenditure,  on  scab,  etc. 

2001.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  money  s])ent  on 
the  Agricultural  Department? — No.  I  cannot  say  the  exact  amount. 

2062.  The  amount  of  good  derived  depends  on  the  amount  of 
money  spent  ? — 1  can  only  speak  of  my  own  exi)erience. 

2060.  Mr.  Rogers.]  You  really  think  some  reform  is  neech^d  in 
Ihe  Agricultural  Department? — Yes. 

2064.  Can  you  suggest  anything  by  which  this  reform  can  be 
jnM(l(>,  or  do  you  think  the  Aclvisorv  Board  would  be  sullicient?  — 
'Ilia!  would  certainly  help  to  brin.g  the  fai'mers  more  iido  (ouch 
with  the  Agricultural  Departnumt. 

2005.  Mr.  (fosUniiscn.]  Do  you  think  (hat  (he  fornialion  of  Local 
Conitnittees  of  Agriculture  would  l)ring  (lie  farmers  into  clos(>r 
touch  with  the  Department?— Yes,  because  if  you  have  a  body 
Avhich  could  communicate  with  (he  Depar(men(,  (he  la((er  w^ould 
(ake  more  notice  than  if  the  communication  is  made  l)y  an  indivi- 
dual man. 

2000.  F.specially  if  (h(>  Local  Conimittee  can  discuss  (he  ma((er 
with  (he  farming  connnuniiy,  and  then  malce  representation  to  the 
DeinirlnuMit? — Yes,  it  will  (end  (o  give  the  farmers  nu)r(>  confidence 
in  tlw  l)ei)artmcnt. 
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2067.  Mr.  Blaine.]  In  your  experience,  do  you  find  that  is  a  gen- 
eral comjilaint  amongst  the  farmers  ? — Down  our  way  we  have  a 
good  many  men  who  are  ralhiu'  ignorant,  and  lead  isolatcsd  lives, 
and  do  not  come  in  contact  with  any  officers  of  the  Agricultural 
Department,  and  so  never  trouble  themselves  about  it.  If  they 
have  a  Committee  of  local  men  this  ))ody  could  attend  lo  their 
wants. 

2068.  Particularlv  if  this  bodv  were  established  bv  parliament? 
—Yes. 

2069.  Your  experience  is  that  the  De]-)artment  does  not  come  in 
touch  with  the  farmers  ? — The  majority  of  the  farmers  have  no 
faith  in  the  Department. 

2070.  Chair7)ian.]  Do  you  thinlv  thnt  these  Local  Committees  will 
encourage  farmers  to  appeal  more  to  Government  for  advice  and 
assistance  ? — ^Yes. 

2071.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Do  you  think  that  this  Local  Committee 
should  consist  of  one  member  from  each  Ward,  or  two? — One  from 
each  Ward. 

2072.  Chair7}ian.]  The  .Commission  are  invited  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  following  suggestions  and  methods  by  which,  sub 
ject  to  the  approval  of  the  Agricultural  Board,  financial  assistance 
might  be  granted  to  the  agricultural  population  to  enable  them  to 
develop  their  resources: — (a)  By  the  grant  of  loans  to  Divisional 
Councils  on  the  security  of  rates  to  enable  Divisional  Councils 
either  to  carry  out  pul)lic  works  for  the  advancement  of  agricul- 
ture in  their  districts,  or  to  enable  them  to  advance  money  to  vVgri- 
cultural  Associations  or  individual  farmers,  or  (b)  by  the  grant  of 
loans,  or  by  contributing  on  the  £  for  £  principle  direct  to  Agricul- 
tural Associations  or  individual  farmers,  or  (c)  by  the  Government 
contributing  on  the  £  for  £  principle,  on  amounts  raised  by  Divi- 
sional Councils  by  means  of  a  special  agricultural  rate,  levied  to 
promote  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  district.  Which  would 
you  be  in  favour  of  ? — I  should  be  in  favour  of  the  Government 
granting  loans  to  individual  farmers  and  not  to  public  bodies. 

2073.  You  would  like  at  the  same  time  to  protect  the  Govern- 
ment,  so  as  not  to  give  money  for  which   they  will   receive  no 
return  ?— There  is  a  Local  Committee  with  the  Civil  Commissioner 
as  Chairman  to  advise  the  Government  in  these  matters. 

2074.  Do  you  think  individual  farmers  should  be  allowed  to 
have  agricultural  rates  on  their  farms?— He  would  get  money  at 
4r|  per  cent,  and  1^  per  cent,  sinking  fund.  That  would  be  better 
than  an  agricultural  rate. 

2075.  You  think  that  would  help  the  different  districts  to  de- 
velop their  resources  better? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

2076.  Mr.  Blaine.]  I  presume  that  you  mean  that  you  would 
have  the.se  loans  made  by  Government  on  the  advice  of  the  Local 
Committee  with  the  Civil  Commissioner  as  Chairman?— Yes;  my 
reason  f(n'  that  is,  that  a  short  time  ago  a  man  at  Beaufort  West 
l)uilt  a  dam  which  cost  him  £1,300.  It  was  inspected  by  the  (Jov- 
ernment  Engineer,  and  he  raised  £3,000  on  it. 

2077.  Was  that  l)uilt  under  the  supervision  of  the  Engineer?— 
Lie  was  there  off  and  on. 

2078.  How  do  you  mean  raised  "  £3,000  "?— The  Government 
has  given  him  on  the  recommendation  of  this  EngineiM-  £3,000,  and 
the  dam  cost  him  £L300.  I  mentioned  this  case  to  show  you  that 
scientific  men  have  no  idea  what  work  costs  in  this  country.  That 
has  l)een  the  great  fault  hitherto.     Scientific  men  have  been  sent 
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down  who  have  no  idea  about  these  matters,  and  what  they  said 
had  to  be  done. 

2079.  And  their  ideas  are  generally  too  expensive? — Yes. 

2080.  Mr.  Oosthvhen.]  What  you  particularly  mean  is  that  you 
do  not  want  Government  to  advance  £3,000  when  the  work  only 
costs  £1,300.  That  is,  you  would  not  allow  the  money  to  be  spent 
outside  developing  the  ground  ? — No,  he  must  show  the  works  done 
for  the  development  of  the  land. 

2081.  Mr  Owen-Lewis.]  You  say  the  Government  advanced  the 
man  £3,000  to  build  a  dam? — The  contract  was  made  and  an 
Engineer  was  sent  to  survey  the  dam  and  the  calculations  were 
carefully  made.  I  know  the  dam  has  cost  £1,300  and  the  Govern- 
ment advanced  £3,000. 

2082.  So  actually  the  man  has  got  £1,700  in  his  pocket? — He 
got  £1,700  more  than  the  dam  cost  him. 

2083.  Do  you  think  that  the  idea  would  be  feasible  if  when  the 
the  Government  are  advancing  money  to  individual  farmers  they 
should  advance  it  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Local  Committee, 
who  would  be  responsible,  and  Avho  would  then  advance  it  to  the 
farmer  to  carry  out  the  rei)rodiictive  works,  and  the  Local  Com- 
mittee would  ])e  responsible  for  seeing  that  the  works  were  carried 
out  and  that  the  money  was  expended  for  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  advanced? — Yes,  I  should  say  the  Local  Committee  would 
re  responsible.  The  Treasury  must  have  some  security  that  the 
money  is  actually  expended;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  you  would 
find  a  lot  of  men  would  not  accept  the  responsibility. 

2084.  My  point  is,  the  Government  advance  the  money  to  the 
local  Committee,  who  advance  it  to  individual  farmers,  but  the 
Local  Committee  is  responsible  for  seeing  that  the  individual  far- 
mers expend  that  money  on  reproductive  work  which  the  loan  was 
applied  for? — Yes. 

Mathi/s  Joltannea  dr-  ViUiers,  examined. 

2085.  C'hairtnan.]  You  are  a  farmer? — Yes,  at  Caledon. 

208G.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irresj)ective  of  policy, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony?  The  duties  of  such  Council  to  be  (l) 
to  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — Yes. 

2087.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  l)e  more  desirable  for  the 
members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  l)e  elected  by  (1)  Com- 
mittees of  Agi'iculture, which  should  be  formed  in  each  Fiscal  Divi- 
sion and  elected  l)y  the  landowners  in  each  Ward;  or  (2)  that  they 
should  l)e  (dected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division  ? — If 
elected  l)y  the  farmers  it  would  be  the  proper  thing.  My  idea  is, 
that  it  should  ])e  confined  to  farmers  who  are  landowners  and 
lessees,  that  is,  those  who  M'ork  the  land  and  have  an  immediate 
interest  in  it. 

2088.  IIow  many  do  you  think  should  form  that  Committee  of 
Agriculture  in  each  Fiscal  Division  r    Three  would  be  am])le. 

2089.  You  do  not  thiidc  each  Field  cornetcy  slionld  be  given  an 
opportunity  of  electing  one  or  two? — No,  what  might  be  a  very  good 
thing,  if  it  could  be  done  without  exi)ense,  is  that  each  Field- 
cornelcv  send  in  a  delegate,  and  oiil  of  tlies(^  (hdegates  three  be 
selected   for  the  Division.       Tf  you  had  three  good  members  they 
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could  do  a  deal  more  good  than  a  lot  of  pooplo  who  do  not  under- 
stand the  business. 

2090.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  There  is  another  suggestion  with  regard 
to  Farmers'  Associations  that  tlicv  sliould  have  the  right  of  select- 
ing these  Committees? — I  think  tliat  would  do  very  well  in  districts 
where  you  have  Farmers'  Associations. 

2091.  And  where  there  are  no  Farmers'  Associations  woidd  you 
endeavour  to  form  them  i — I  would  then  suggest  the  Local  Com- 
mittee idea. 

2092.  With  regard  to  this  Council  that  would  be  formed  from 
one  nominee  by  farmers  from  each  Fiscal  Division? — Yes. 

2093.  Would  you  have  this  Council  act  as  one  body  for  the 
whole  of  the  Colony,  or  would  you  prefer  that  they  should  split 
themselves  up  into  portions  in  order  to  represent  different  portions 
of  the  Colony? — If  they  could  work  for  the  whole  of  the  Colony,  I 
think  it  would  be  better. 

2094.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  these  district  Committees  re- 
maining in  office  permanently,  so  as  to  bring  the  Government  in 
touch  with  that  particular  district  at  all  times? — I  would  use  them 
when  required.  I  think  you  would  get  a  lot  of  good  men  to  give 
their  services  free. 

2095.  Mr.  Rnhidge.]  You  would  be  in  favour  of  having  only  three 
members  for  each  district  on  the  Local  Committee? — Yes. 

2096.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  better,  and  that  the  mem- 
bers would  take  a  keener  interest  in  their  Wards,  if  each  Ward  had 
one  representative  on  the  Local  Committee? — Yes,  it  might  give 
more  satisfaction  to  them.  If  they  would  attend  the  meetings  free 
of  expense  the  idea  is  much  better. 

2097.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Do  yoa  not  think  that  in  the  election  of  the 
Council  there  should  be  uniformity  throughout  the  Colony? — Yes. 

2098.  In  that  case,  unless  a  district  form  a  Farmers'  Associa- 
tion, they  would  not  be  able  to  form  a  Council? — Where  you  have 
an  Agricultural  Society,  I  think  it  will  ])e  well  to  have  the  mem- 
bers selected  through  the  Society.  The  mere  fact  of  their  having 
a  Society  shows  that  the  people  take  a  keen  interest  in  agriculture 
and  the  agricultural  prosperity  of  the  district,  and  will  do  their 
best  to  select  the  best  men  in  the  district.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
much  better,  in  order  to  have  uniformity,  if  you  got  each  Field- 
cornetcy  to  select  a  delegate  irrespective  of  Farmers'  Associations. 

2099.  In  this  election  by  the  different  Wards,  do  not  you  think 
that  there  is  perhaps  a  danger  of  the  whole  thing  falling,  as  it  were, 
into  the  hands  of  men  who  are  in  the  Divisional  Council  at  present? 
- — Very  possibly. 

2100.  You  would  not  disapprove  of  that? — The  people  who  select 
the  Divisional  Council  members  are  the  ratepayers  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  anyone  who  pays  rates  can  go  and  vote;  he  may 
not  be  a  farmer,  he  may  have  no  interest  in  the  farming  business 
at  all,  and  yet  he  would  have  a  vote,  so  I  would  confine  the  voting 
power  solely  to  landowners  and  lessees  who  are  practical  farmers. 

210L  You  think  that  would  give  you  some  sort  of  a  safeguard? 
— Yes. 

2102.  Mr.  AhrahamsnnP\  You  say  that  you  would  be  in  favour  of 
Farmers'  Associations  where  they  exist  selecting  these  men.  What 
would  you  say  to  a  plan  of  this  kind,  which  has  ])een  suggested 
l)y  other  witnesses.  Supposing  you  strove  to  form  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciations rio-ht  through  the  Colony,  and  then  limit  the  right  of 
selecting  this  Council   to   men    who   are   reallv   farmers  and  land- 
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owners  only.  How  would  that  answer? — You  want  people  to  vote 
and  select  who  are  really  directly  interested  in  agriculture,  and 
you  must  not  go  outside  of  that,  so  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  get 
others  to  vote. 

2103.  Therefore,  when  you  say  that  Farmers'  Associations 
should  elect  the  Council,  I  understand  you  to  mean  that  only  those 
members  ^\•ho  are  really  farmers  should  have  a  vote? — Yes,  other- 
wise we  will  miss  our  object. 

2104.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  I  understood  you  to  say  that  in  order  to 
secure  uniformity  throughout  the  Colony,  that  it  would  be  better 
that  the  election  of  the  Local  Committee  should  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  farmers  of  each  district  instead  of,  as  you  at  first  sug- 
gested, it  being  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Agricultural  Societies? 
— Quite  SO;  but  the  question  put  by  Mr.  Abrahamson  as  to  whe- 
ther, in  the  event  of  selecting  Agricultural  Societies,  eveiy  member 
should  have  a  vote,  I  say,  "No,  only  those  interested  in  the  soil"; 
on  the  other  hand,  if  selected  as  you  suggest,  and  which  would  give 
])erhaps  greater  satisfaction, that  each  Field-cornetcy  select,!  would 
also  confine  them  in  that  case  to  farmers  only,  either  lessees  or  far- 
mers who  live  by  agricultural  industry. 

2105.  Y^ou  consider  that  it  would  give  greater  satisfaction  if 
farmers  in  each  Ward  were  to  elect  one  member  to  the  Committee, 
and  that  it  should  be  constituted  in  that  manner? — Y'es. 

210G.  Mr.  Oosthvisen.']  I  would  like  to  know  whether  you  would 
think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  that  this  Committee  constituted 
from  different  Boards  should  have  general  meetings  for  the  farmers 
to  consult  with  them  once  or  twice  a  year? — It  would  be  a  very 
good  thing  if  they  could  meet  them,  but  this  Board  would  be  con- 
stituted, and  if  there  is  any  grievance,  they  could  apply  to  it.  The 
individual  member  could  make  the  necessary  inquiry. 

2107.  Chairman.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  by  the  Government,  and 
eighteen  members  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold 
office  for  a  period  of  three  years  to  be  elected  in  the  following 
manner: — The  collective  representatives  on  the  Agricultural  Coun- 
cil from  each  of  the  nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative 
Council  to  elect  from  their  own  numbers  two  members? — Yes,  that 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  to  have  as  a  kind  of  Advisory  Board. 

2108.  Mr.  Oosthuise7i.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  num])er  sug- 
gested here,  two  out  of  each  Electoral  i'rovince?— Y^es,  that  would 
be  good  enough. 

2109.  Do  not  you  think  the  number  too  large? — All  depends  on 
the  (xpense.     I  should  not  like  the  Ix-ncfils  to  be  too  dearly  bought. 

2110.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Esti- 
mates of  ihr  Agriculiural  Departmenl  Ix'ing  submiiied  to  this  Ad- 
visory Board  before  they  are  laid  l)efore  ParlianuMit  ?-  It  might  do 
some  good,  and  would  do  no  harm. 

2111.  Chairman.]  Is  the  Agriculiural  De])arime]it  as  it  exists 
at  the  ])re.sent  time,  in  your  opinion,  sufliciently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community? — I  always  find  the  Agricultural  Deparlment 
very  come  at  able,  and  I  always  consider  Ihem  very  much  in 
touch  with  the  farmers.  They  are  ready  to  givc^  any  opinion  and  any 
help  they  possibly  can.  As  far  as  T  am  jiersonally  conc«»rned,  I 
must  speak  very  highly  of  them. 

2112.  You  arc  personally  accpiainlcd  witli  the  stafT  in  the  De- 
partment ?-  Willj  a  few  members  of  the  slafT. 
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2113.  You  do  not  livo  as  far  up  country  as  a  f:;oo(l  many  far- 
mers?— No. 

2114.  If  they  do  not  reply  to  your  letters,  you  can  come  to  Cape 
Town  and  see  them  personally? — Yes,  ])ut  th(\v  have  always 
replied. 

2115.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Is  that  the  general  opinion  of  the  farmers? 
— That  I  cannot  say,  I  only  s])eak  for  myself. 

2116.  Chairman.]  The  Commission  are  invited  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  followino;  suy^cslion  and  methods  hy  which,  sah- 
ject  to  the  approval  of  the  Agricultural  Board,  financial  assistance 
might  be  granted  to  the  agricultural  population  to  enable  them  to 
develop  their  resources: — (a)  By  the  grant  of  loans  to  Divisi(^nal 
Councils  on  the  security  of  rates  to  enable  Divisional  Councils 
either  to  carry  out  pul)lic  work  for  the  advancement  of  agriculture 
in  their  districts,  or  to  enable  them  to  advance  money  to  Agricul- 
tural Associations  or  individual  farmers,  or  (b)  by  the  grant  of 
loans,  or  by  contributing  on  the  £  for  £  principle  direct  to  Agricul- 
tural Associations  or  individual  farmers,  or  (c)  by  the  Government 
contributing  on  the  £  for  £  principle  on  amounts  raised  by  the 
Divisional  Council  by  means  of  a  special  agricultural  rate,  levied  to 
promote  the  agricultural  re.sources  of  the  District.  What  is  your 
idea? — With  regard  to  irrigation  works,  loans  might  be  very  suc- 
cessful in  some  instances,  i)ut  in  others  it  might  not  do. 

2117.  Take  the  individual  farmer  who  wants  to  Iniild  a  dam. 
According  to  law  he  can  go  to  the  Government  and  borrow  the 
money,  provided  he  can  give  the  security  of  his  farm,  and  that  dam 
is  built  under  the  supervision  of  the  Government  Engineers.  At 
present  the  law  provides  that  he  can  get  advances  on  the 
security  of  his  farm  to  the  extent  of  two-thirds  of  the  value,  pro- 
vided he  can  pass  a  mortgage  l)ond,  but  if  already  mortgaged,  he 
would  be  precluded  from  getting  any  money.  In  cases  of  that  kind 
would  you  suggest  any  means  by  which  ihe  Government  could  give 
assistance  otherwise  than  that? — I  would  not  recommend  unless 
Government  can  get  perfect  security.  IF  they  can  get  perfectly 
safe  security,  and  assist  him  ])y  giving  him  the  money  at  low  rate 
of  interest,  "you  would  help  the  man  more  than  a  private  capitalist. 

2118.  Otherwise  he  would  have  to  go  to  the  local  capitalists 
and  they  would  charge  him  a  higher  rate  of  interest? — Yes. 

2119.  Do  you  know  the  security  that  the  Divisional  Council 
gets  for  its  roads — that  is,  preferent  security? — Yes. 

2120.  Could  not  Government  do  something  of  that  kind? — But 
how  if  that  property  is  already  mortgaged?  He  would  have  to  step 
over  the  first  bond. 

2121.  Could  that  l)e  done?— No,  it  would  disturb  the  limit  of 
security  all  over  the  country. 

2122.  You  think  the  mortgagee  would  o])ject? — Yes. 

212:1  In  your  opinion  that  means  would  not  be  available?— 
No,  unless  good  sutficient  security  can  be  given.  If  that  could  be 
given  and  the  farmer  would  l)e  helped  at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  it 
would  do  much  good. 

2124.  Could  you  suggest  any  means  l)y  which  Government 
could  get  such  security'  T  do  not  laiow  liow  you  can  get  it.  Each 
individual  has  not  got  it. 

2125.  Supposing  that  it  is  a  larger  work  by  which  five  or  six 
neighbours  are  affected  ?—  They  would  all  have  to  Join. 

'  2126.  Do  not  you  think  it' would  be  possible  then  to  give  loans 
to  some  collective  1)ody? — Yes,  if  they  will  all  join. 

[G.  2— 1905.]  '  P 
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2127.  By  other  means  than  the  mortgage  hond?  Supposing 
you  have  five  or  six  living  on  the  Ijanks  of  the  river  and  want  to 
begin  an  irrigation  work  of  £10,000,  could  they  not  join  and  go  to 
Government  and  say  we  are  willing  to  give  our  security,  personal 
and  land  '. — The  land  is  the  ]n-oper  security. 

iiI28.  Supi)osing  there  are  five  farms,  the  collective  value  of 
^vhich  is  £5,000,  and  the  mortgagees  can  only  pay  about  £4,000, 
although  il  would  not  be  a  first  mortgage,  do  not  you  think  if  there 
is  sufficient  security  that  the  mone\*  ought  to  be  given? — Then  it  is 
all  right. 

2129.  That  might  also  be  done  with  regard  to  central  wineries? 
— Yes,  that  would  l)e  very  useful — the  same  as  is  done  on  the  Con- 
tinent in  wine-])roducing  centres.  It  would  be  a  better  division  of 
labour  than  we  have  now. 

21;j0.  You  think  it  will  be  a  good  thing  for  the  Government  to 
step  in  and  assist  them  financially? — Yes,  as  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment is  well  secured. 

2i;)l.  Mr.  Oo.vt/niisen.]  You  are  aware  there  is  a  District  Irriga- 
tion Board.  They  do  not  mortgage  their  farms  to  get  a  loan  from 
Government,  l)Ut  they  obtain  the  money  from  Government  to  carry 
oui  their  w(jrlcs  on  rates  like  a  Municipality.  Would  you  be  in 
favour  of  ihe  Local  Committee  being  able  to  raise  a  small  rate  in 
its  district  to  be  called  Agricultural  Rate,  and  of  the  Government 
giving  them  a  pro  rata  share  of  the  money  they  raise? — I  am  not 
sufficiently  up  in  that  to  give  an  opinion.  If  it  could  l)e  done  and 
the  money  be  well  secured,  by  all  means  do  so. 

2132.  Do  you  think  if  the  Committee  could  raise  a  rate  on  the 
whole  district  to  help  those  farmers  who  are  so  handicapped  that 
they  cannot  raise  a  mortgage  on  their  farm  and  the  Committee  may 
perhaps  think  they  are  sufficiently  industrious,  and  aid  them  with 
small  amounts? — Yes,  if  it  could  be  done,  I  think  it  would  be  a  good 
thing. 

2133.  Mr.  Owe/i-Lfiois.]  You  cotisider  that  the  mortgagees 
would  object  to  a  rate  to  cover  ])rincipal  anrl  interest  of  the  loan  ad- 
vanced by  the  Government  l)eing  jilaced  on  a  farm  over  which  he 
held  a  mortgage? — Perhaps  he  may  and  perhajis  not.  If  he  be  a 
sensible  man  he  would  not,  because  he  would  improve  the  pro- 
ducing faculty  of  that  farm. 

2131:.  As  you  laiow,  a  very  large  proportion  of  farms  are  lionded 
at  the  present  time.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  help  lo  smooth 
matters  over  if  a  Land  Board  were  brought  into  existence,  and 
when  a  mortgagee  objected  to  a  rate  being  ])laced  u])on  a  pi'opcrtN- 
lie  would  have  to  go  before^  this  Board,  and  satisfy  tlicm  tbal  his 
interest  was  being  harmed  by  Ihis  rate  being  put  on  the  propcniy  ? 
— I  do  not  tliink  much  miglit  be  done  (bcic.  He  uiighl  sinipl\-  call 
up  his  bond,  and  cut  it  very  short. 

2135.   Woidd   llu'l'c  not    be  other  people  lo  lal<e   up   Ihe   bond  f- 
I  am  afraid  1  am  rather  out  of  my  element. 

2130.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  averag{>  I'ale  of  interest   is  that 
farmers  have  had   to  j^ay? — They  pay  (i  ])er  cent,  on  a  (ii'st   m(U-l 
gage,  a)Hl  there  is  no  telling  how  higji  tlie\-  go  up  to  in  Ihe  second. 

2137.  Do  they  go  up  to  10  or  12  per  cent.?  I  ha\c  not  come 
across  such  cases. 

2138.  Mr.  RiihifJiic]  Sup])osing  a  farm  is  bonded  for,  say,  £800, 
and  a  man  wishes  tO  build  a  weir  foi-  £400,  do  nou  think  ih(>re  is 
any  objection  to  Ihe  (iovernnieid  coming  ff)r\\ard  and  saving  I  will 
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Advance  £800  as  well  as  (he  £400? — None  \vlialevei\  as  lon;j;  as  tlie 
Government  is  well  secured. 

2139.  Do  not  you  think  you  will  find  llie  money  lender  ohject- 
ing  to  Government  interfering  with  his  hnsiiiess? — No,  he  has  got 
his  choice.  J  thinl<  you  will  tame  the  ca[)italist  veiy  nicely  in  that 
way. 

2140.  Dr.  Nohhs.]  Can  yciu  su^ycst  other  hel|i  Ix'side  financial 
assistance  which  the  Agricultural  Department  could  give  to 
farmers  f — Nowadays  we  have  vai'ioiis  pests — insect  pests  and 
rusts,  and  all  sorts  of  troubles,  so  much  so  that  we  must  get  fresh 
seed  every  third  or  fourth  year.  If  some  arrangement  could  hi; 
made  for  the  Government  to  import  seeds,  it  would  be  very  useful. 

2141.  You  think  the  Board  might  help  as  regards  the  pests  and 
seeds ^ — Yes.  Take  the  C'aledon  district,  for  instance.  We  all  know 
that  for  two  or  three  years  the  im])orted  seeds  were  rust-resistant, 
But,  when  you  get  the  seed  through  merchants,  the  seed  is  not 
always  reliable,  not  being  selected  with  special  care.  It  is  in  this 
instance  where  the  Department  can  render  valuable  help  to  far- 
nu^rs.  I  may  state  that  I  have  found  grain  imijorted  from  India  as 
a  rule  rust-resistant  for  at  least  two  years.  My  last  exi)eriment, 
although  rust-resistant,  was  too  weak  in  the  straw.  If  a  wheat 
with  a  stronger  straw  could  l)e  selected  it  will  be  a  success. 

2142.  Are  there  any  other  ways  in  which  the  Department  could 
help? — Experimental  work  by  the  Department  is  very  useful,  and 
I  have  personal  experience  of  it. 

2143.  That  class  of  work  you  <  ntirely  approve  of? — Y^es,  I  have 
seen  the  good  of  it. 

2144.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  that  the  farmers  would  develop 
the  agricultural  resources  of  their  district  if  they  could  get  a  little 
assistance  and  encouragement  from  the  Government  ( — Y^es,  de- 
cidedly. 

2145.  There  is  room  for  improvement? — Y'es,  a  good  deal. 

Louis  Frederick  Zietsman,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

2145a.  Cluiirman.]  Do  you  hald  any  ofhce ? — I  am  a  member  of 
Parliament. 

2146.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  loccmsist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council  to 
l)e  (1)  to  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests 
of  the  Colony,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — I  am,  proviiled  the  neces- 
sary machinery  is  to  be  obtained.  The  question  of  assisting  the  Agri- 
cultural De])artnu'nt  to  arrive  at  practical  methods  of  (ieveloj)ing 
the  agricultural  and  jiastoral  resources  of  the  country,  is  no  doubt 
foremost  in  the  minds  of  men  w^ho  have  some  practical  knowledge 
of  South  African  farming.  The  question  as  to  how  these  Boards 
are  to  be  constituted  and  what  their  powers  may  be,  depends  very 
much  upon  what  proposals  are  made.  In  the  first  place,  if  the 
Agricultural  Council  and  Board  are  to  act  merely  as  advisers  to  tlie 
Department  of  Agriculture,  I  should  be  inclined  to  ask  what  pur- 
pose could  they  serve  more  than  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
different  Farmers'  Associations  in  the  Coh^iy  year  after  year.  If 
the  Board  is  not  to  receive  certain  ]-)Owers,  that  is  to  say,  is  not  to 
l)e  authorised  to  spend  a  certain  amount  of  money,  then  of  course 
it  changes  the  aspect  of  things  considerablv  as  to  what  one's  views 
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would  be  upon  the  matter.  We  have  Farmers'  Associations  under 
whose  auspices  annual  Congresses  have  been  held  for  a  long  time. 
Very  valuable  discussions  have  taken  place  at  the.se  Congresses, 
and'  most  useful  information  supplied,  and  suggestions  made  to  the 
Government  from  time  to  time.  But  in  consequence  of  matters 
to  which  I  will  refer  later  on,  these  suggestions  have  never  been 
acted  upon,  or  very  little  use  has  been  made  of  them.  If  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  not  going  to  receive  better  treat- 
ment than  the  advice  conveyed  in  the  practical  resolutions  coming 
from  the  ditl'erent  Farmers'  Associations,  then  it  is  doubtfid 
whether  the  new  scheme  is  going  to  come  \\p  to  our  expectations 
and  hopes.  I  should  Ije  very  much  in  favour  of  the  appointment 
of  an  Advisory  Board  to  assist  the  Government ;  if  you  can  bring 
such  legislation  abotit  by  which  such  a  body  will  receive  certain 
powers  that  must  be  respected  and  carried  out.  Otherwise  we 
shall  have  a  continuance  of  anomalies,  and  heads  of  Departments 
hampered  either  for  want  of  money  or  want  of  attention.  Take 
Scab  legislation  as  an  example.  If  the  advice  of  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  Sheep  had  ])een  adopted,  proba))ly  the  Colony  would  have  been 
freed  from  the  scourge.  If  the  advice  of  the  Chief  Veterinary  Sur- 
geon had  been  taken,  we  .should  have  been  able  to  cope  success- 
fully with  many  diseases  affecting  the  stock  of  the  country.  What 
I  would  like  to  see  aimed  at  jiarticularly  in  connection  with  this 
Board,  is  to  define  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  very  clearly.  It 
would  be  extremely  desirable  to  give  the  Board  certain  well-under- 
stood powers,because  heads  of  Departments  cannot  be  expected  to 
have  a  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture  required  for  the  intro- 
duction of  useful  legislation  on  the  sttbject. 

2147.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  formation  of 
Local  Committees? — Personally,  I  do  not  a]:)])rove  of  the  idea  of 
having  Committees  for  the  purpose  of  electing  members  of  the 
Council.  I  do  not  quite  see  the  usefulness  of  these  Committees. 
Let  the  meml)ers  of  the  Council  be  elected  straight  away  by  the 
Parliamentary,  Divisional  Council,  or  Municipal  Voters,  according 
to  circumstances. 

2148.  Would  vou  have  the  ratepayers  elect  people  for  a  Coun- 
cil of  Agriculture?  Would  you  not  rather  entrust  that  duty  to  the 
landowners  and  farmers  or  lessees? — I  would  be  in  favour  of 
making  a  register  of  all  people  exclusively  interested  in  agricul- 
ture in  all  its  branches,  stock-rearing,  grain-growing,  fruit  culture, 
etc.,  form  them  into  Circh's  like  the  Legislative  Council  Circles, 
and  let  them  elect  their  Council  of  Agriculture  straight  off.  It 
would  be  a  little  Parliament  wbich  you  mav  call  the  Executive 
Body,  and  it  would  he  invested  witb  certain  clearly  defined  powers. 

2149.  You  would  confine  it  to  farmei's  and  would  nol  give  the 
power  of  election  to  jieople  who  have  merely  a  small  ))lot  of  land 
or  a  garden,  and  wb(»m  \-on  woidd  not  considiM'  ;i"iieiiltiirisls ' 
Hardly. 

2150.  Mr.  Riih'uhjc.']  Would  you  consider  the  "Bywonei-"  a 
farmer  NT  would  not  give  him  a  vote,  'i'here  is  ;inothei'  dinicully 
which  we  have  in  this  country.  Here  we  have  the  wine-farmiu's, 
who  will  have  a  inend)ei'  icpreseiding  them  on  this  Council.  You 
will  find  them  in  conflict  with  the  slock  farmers.  'I'lie  stocK'- 
farmer's  first  idea  is  to  get  i)rot<iction.  The  wine  farmer  will  he 
('(■jually  emphalic  on  Ihe  i)oinl  thai  his  pi'oducls  shotdd  he  pro- 
tectetl.  The  same  thing  applies  to  the  grain  grower,  who  mav  act 
in  conjunction  with  the  stock-farmer.       Bui  the  aim  of  (he  wine- 
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lajiiu'r  will  he  lo  ij,ci  as  small  a  lax  as  possible  k'viod  u|t()n  his 
product,  which  will  he  violently  opposed  l)y  the  other  tw(j.  If 
you  have  too  much  local  ])ower  in  the  election  or  nomination  of 
\our  Council  of  Agriculture  by  means  of  the  small  Committees,  you 
mi^ht  have  a  diliicuUy.  It  would  be  much  l^etter  to  extend  the 
inlluencp  over  a  wider  area,  by  forming  these  large  Circles,  by 
which  means  you  are  more  likely  to  get  suitable  representatives 
than  by  depending  upon  the  vote  of  small  districts  here  and  there. 

I'lSl.  Do  you  say  that  Ihe  Farnun's'  Associations  annually  ])ass 
resolutions,  aiid  nothing  is  done  with  tJiem  i>y  the  Deparlnu'ut'^ — 
I  w^ould  not  say  nothing;  some  matters  get  more  or  less  thrashed 
out. 

215'2.  Do  you  not  think  that  with  the  {)ropose(l  system  of  Local 
Committees  for  electing  representatives  of  the  farming  industry 
ui)on  this  Council,  the  resolutions  adopted  would  carry  more 
weight  than  those  of  the  Farmers'  Associations  '.—1  do  not  api)rove 
of  these  Local  Committees. 

2153.  But  there  are  many  districts  where  there  are  no  Farnun's' 
Associations,  and  it  is  considered  right  and  proper  to  introduce  a 
system  wherel)y  the  people  all  over  the  Colony  will  be  encouraged 
lo  lake  a  keen  personal  interest  in  the  farming  industry  and  agri- 
cultural development? — All  I  can  say  is  that  unfortunately  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  form  any  body  of  men  in  a  district  for  the 
purpose  of  benefiting  the  general  community,  without  political 
considerations  being  introduced.  Immediately  you  go  to  the 
election  of  these  snmll  Local  Committees,  you  will  hnd  the  people 
split  up  into  political  parties,  and  those  in  a  political  majority  will 
send  their  men  into  this  Council  of  Agriculture.  I  do  not  see  how 
you  can  avoid  that.  You  cannot  expect  any  assistance  in  this 
scheme  either  from  the  Afrikander  Bond  or  the  Im])erial  Union  or 
Progressive  Association,  because  they  are  saturated  with  ])olitics. 
If  politics  could  l^e  excluded  from  an  Association  >'ou  Avould  find 
the  peoi)le  in  each  district  coming  forward  and  forming  Farmers' 
Associations.  By  means  of  the  resolutions  adopted,  these  Asso- 
ciations would  be  able  to  give  a  great  deal  of  assistance  to  the 
member  of  the  Executive  Board  representing  that  district. 

2154.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  quite  possible  to  ex- 
clude politics  from  these  Local  Committees,  w-hich  would  be  pre- 
sided over  by  the  Civil  Commissioner? — Judging  from  our  ex- 
perience in  connection  with  Divisional  Councils,  my  great  fear  is 
that  you  could  not  prevent  the  introduction  of  politics  into  these 
Local  Committees. 

2155.  Do  you  not  think  that  difficulty  w^ould  Ije  overcome  if 
the  elections  of  these  Conuniltees  were  confined  to  landowners  and 
lessees  of  farms  i — The  theory  is  no  doubt  plausible. 

215G.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  You  are  afraid  that  if  we  have  these 
Local  Committees  elected  w^e  are  bound  to  have  the  ])olitical  factor 
ap})earing? — Yes. 

2157." Would  it  not  be  essential  for  any  schenu'  (hat  you  should 
first  of  all  have  enthusiasm  evinced  by  the  farming  community  f 
The  movement  must  come  from  the  bottom !— Quite  so,  but  the 
only  successful  factor  in  creating  enthusiasm  would  l)e  the  entire 
absence  of  politics  all  through  the  Colony  in  this  scheme. 

2158.  Do  you  not  think  you  would"  get  more  enthusiasm  by 
having  the  election  of  Local'  Committees  than  by  having  merely 
Farmers'  Associations? — There  is  the  danger  of  loss  of  energy  on 
the  part  of  Farmers'  Associations, 
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2159.  Yuu  rathci-   favour   llu'   iurmaliuii  of  farmers'  Associa- 
tions?—Yes,  for  the  purpose  of  advismj^  llie  Boards. 

21G0.  How  would  you  elect   the  Councd  of  Agriculture  f- by 

Circles.  ,        .,  .    ,  i    ,       11 

2161    i;\-  whom  in  these  C'irch^s  f— Unless  it  is  too  much  trouble 
I  would  sav  make  out  a  separal(>  Register  of  landowners  and  stock- 
owners;  fix  a  scale  so  as  to  exclude  such  classes  as  the  "  Bywoners 
or  even  the  men  who  merely  grow  a  coui)le  of  roses  in  their  gardens 

in  town.  .  .     , 

2162.  You  would  eliminate  anyone  who  is  not  a  practical 
farmer?— Yes,  I  would  have  none  but  the  bona  fide  farmer. 

21  (io.  Do  vou  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  that  the  Civil 
Co  nmissioner"  should  have  something  to  do  with  taking  the  lea'l 
in  these  matters  in  the  various  Divisions?—!  would  have  no 
serious  olijection  to  the  Civil  Commissioner  doing  so,  but  I  would 
prefer  his  not  doiny  if.     I  think  it  would  be  better. 

21(34.  Whv?— I  think  in  many  instances  you  would  find  the 
people  woidd  prefer  to  act  by  themselves  in  any  matter  exclusively 
farming;  thev  would  feel  more  free. 

2165.  Would  vou  give  the  Board  of  Agriculture  the  control  of 
monev  voted  by  Parliament,  or  sim])ly  give  it  advisory  powers,  and 
authorise  it  to  give  advice  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  when  the 
Esiimaies  were  being  framed  ?— Unless  this  Board  has  got  the 
power  to  have  controfof  money  I  cannot  see  wdiat  \vould  be  the  use 
of  it.  Parliament  would  dearw-ith  it  in  connection  with  the  Esti- 
mates, in  the  same  manner  as  De[)artmental  Votes,  the  Educa- 
tional Department,  for  example.  A  vote  like  that  could  be  taken 
for  this  ])articular  Board,  and  with  the  money  thus  voted  the 
Board  should  be  able  to  deal.  You  could  not  of  course  exclude  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  from  having  a  voice  in  the  disposal  of 
funds,  for  naturally  he  is  the  head  of  the  Dei)artment. 

2166.  Would  not  these  Local  Committees  serve  to  organise  the 
farmers  in  each  district? — T  am  afiaid  each  Committee  will  want 
certain  things  and  the  Board  will  not  be  able  to  deal  with  the  lot. 
Vou  will  have  one  District  against  another.  You  must,  if  |)ossil)le, 
prevent  little  local  interests  clashing. 

2167.  Would  not  the  existence  of  these  Local  Committees  si'rve 
to  keep  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  t(»uch  with  the  interests 
and  requirements  of  the  farming  industry  ihroughout  the  whole 
eountrx?-  r  think-  the  Department  is  very  w^ell  in  touch  with  all 
recjuirements,  and  has  been  for  a  long  time.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  lack  of  that. 

2168.  But  you  are  afraid  that  politics  will  be  dragged  into  these 
elections  of  Local  Committees  f-~  You  cannot  avoid  it.  Men  who 
are  not  educated  do  not  understand  tilings  and  will  vote  for  their 
side,  whether  Bond  or  Progressive,  (piile  irrespective  of  other  con 
siderations.  1  think  the  farmers  and  landowners  could  be  divided 
into  large  Circles,  and  their  names  pro])erly  registered  in  each  of 
these  Circles  for  the  pui'pose  of  electing  nieml)ers  of  this  Council  of 
Agriculture;  otherwise  you  will  have  the  voting  influenced  by 
little  local  (pieslions.  T  am  convinced  that  in  promoting  the  object 
we  all  have  in  \'iew,  tiie  dillticully  you  have  to  contend  with  is  to 
lind  the  means  with  which  to  carry  out  the  scheme.  It  has  re- 
solved itself  after  all  into  a  (piestion  of  money.  If  you  can  get  the 
money  and  a  l)ody  of  men  who  will  spend  that  mon(\v  in  a  iiraclical 
Avay,  and  with  a  sunicieiil  knowledge  cjf  farming  requirements, 
then  \ou  will  succeed. 
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21G!J.  U(i  y(ni  lliink  Ihcsc  Local  Coniniitteos,  if  apiioiiilcd, 
sliould  ]ia\('  tlic  riglit  to  tsay  liuw  any  money  yrantccl  by  Guveni- 
iiu'iil  for  the  development  of  any  particular  district  shall  be  ex- 
pended f — I  would  not  like  (o  give  these  l^ocal  Committees  any 
such  i)o\ver,  because  you  would  h;ive  constant  squabbling  if  one 
district  got  more  attention  tlian  anollier.  1  should  lilve  to  leave  the 
Agricultural  Board  with  practically  a  fice  iiand  in  dealing  with 
money,  and  ex})ending  il  the  l)est  way  they  can.  No  doubl  llu'y 
may  give  tlissatisfaction  here  and  (here,  but  if  they  confer  the 
greatest  good  on  the  greatest  numl)er  they  should  not  be  exposed 
lo  the  danger  of  being  thrown  out  of  their  position  merely  because; 
thev  have  incurred  the  disfavour  of  some  small  district  or  other. 

2170.  How  woukl  this  Board  get  into  touch  with  the  dirfcu'ent 
districts? — Through  the  Farmers'  Associations.  I  would  encourage 
that  as  much  as  possi])le. 

2171.  How  would  you  act  in  the  case  of  districts  where  Iheie 
are  no  i^armers'  Associations? — 11  would  l)e  less  trouble  to  form 
Farmers'  Associations  than  it  would  be  to  get  these  Committees. 

2Li'2.  Why  would  there  Ije  tlitliculty  in  forming  Committees? 
— On  account  of  the  general  prevailing  ajjathy.  The  farmers 
would  not  take  sufficient  interest. 

2l7o.  Would  they  allow  the  election  lo  go  by  default? — No; 
you  would  have  a  few^  people  turning  up  and  practically  having  the 
whole  say.  The  rest  of  the  district  w^ndd  be  apathetic,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  get  at  a  consensus  of  o})inion.  My  main  ob- 
jection to  these  Committees  is  that  you  wall  make  your  machineiy 
too  cumbersome.  Local  Committees  could  not  serve  a  better  pur- 
pose than  Farmers'  Associations.  1  think  you  will  find  less  trouble 
in  getting  them  to  work  than  you  would  with  Local  Committees. 
If  you  have  Farmers'  Associations,  you  can  make  use  of  the  Civil 
Commissioner.  They  will  be  entirely  non-political  bodies  and  that 
official  can  lake  the  lead  :  but  the  nioment  you  go  in  for  electing 
Committees  _\ou  cannot  keep  out  politics. 

2174.  Even  if  the  Civil  Commissioner  presides  over  these  Com- 
millees? — Yes;  our  peo[)le  do  not  understand  it,  and  they  think 
when  they  go  to  an  election  that  they  must  always  vote  as  if  li 
were  a  partv  question  they  were  dealing  with. 

2175.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  constitution  of  the  Afri- 
kander Bond  ? — Yes. 

2170.  Is  that  not  worked  in  the  manner  which  is  proposed  in 
this  scheme,  with  a  l)ranch  in  every  AVard  of  each  Division 
throughout  the  Colony? — Yes,  in  most  Wards. 

2177.  Then  lliese  Ward  l)raiiches  elect  two  members  lo  the  Dis- 
trikls  Bestuur.  The  Dislrikts  Besluur  acts  as  a  Divisional  Com- 
inillee,  and  it  Ihen  goes  on  to  the  Congress.  Undoubtedly  the 
system  works  well  in  "the  Bond,  and  do  you  not  think  it  might  work 
as  well  in  farming  matters ''—There  is  no  reason  why  the  Farmers' 
Associations  could  not  adopt  the  same  system. 

2178.  Mr.  Oosthvisen.]  You  are  in  favour  of  a,  lunq)  sum  of 
money  being  voted  for  agricultural  purposes,  to  be  dispensed  by 
this  Board  a's  Ihev  think  fit  ?— I  would  not  quite  say  that.  It  would 
be  advisable  to  ear-mark  the  money,  certain  sums  to  l)e  spent  for 
certain  ]mri)oses  and  so  much  more  for  others;  but  (he  wliole  sum 
should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Board.  Sui)posiiig  a  million 
sterling  were  voted,  it  should  be  directed  that  £200.000,  or  a  cer- 
tain amount,  be  spent  on  irrigation,  the  balance  to  be  devoted  to 
teaching  the  people  how  lo  plant  trees,  providing  new  seed,  and 
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iiiaiiy  other  things.     The  su})ply  of  seetl  in  the  Colony  is  a  most 
important  question. 

2179.  What  machinery  would  you  devise  to  carry  out  the 
scheme? — You  would  have  to  re-organise  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, otherwise  the  whole  thing  is  a  farce. 

2180.  What  machinery  would  you  have  to  give  this  Board  a 
close  touch  with  the  farming  community  throughout  the  Colony  ? 
— You  must  work  it  through  the  Agricultural  Department.  You 
could  give  the  Board  the  benefit  of  Dej^artmental  administration, 
clerks,  and  offices.  There  might  l)e  some  difhculty  with  regard  to 
the  species  of  dual  power  introduced  l)y  the  formation  of  this  Board, 
but  that  difficulty  will  have  to  be  overcome.  It  is  presumed  that 
tlie  members  of  the  Board  will  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
requirements  of  the  particular  Circle  they  represent,  and  they 
\rould  get  into  touch  through  the  Farmers'  Associations,  and  be 
armed  with  the  resolutions  of  these  Associations.  It  will  be  more 
or  less  on  the  principles  of  Parliamentary  representation. 

2181.  Do  you  think  that  Farmer^?'  Associations  are  entirely 
non-political '. — I  will  not  say  that,  but  there  is  less  chance  of  hav- 
ing the  objectionable  features  of  politics  brought  into  their  deli- 
berations than  there  would  be  if  you  had  these  elections  of  Com- 
mittees taking  place. 

2lb2.  Do  you  not  think  that,  looking  at  the  question  all  round, 
only  a  certain  section  of  the  community  would  be  represented  on 
these  Farmers'  Associations?  Would  you  get  a  general  representa- 
tion?— You  will  get  all  your  best  men  on  the  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions, so  that  even  if  you  do  not  get  the  whole  of  the  community  to 
join  you  will  at  all  events  secure  the  opinions  and  counsel  of  the 
most  qualified  farmers  in  the  district.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
advisable  to  give  every  adult  a  vote  in  electing  this  Council. 

2183.  Mr.  i?wry.s-.]' You  represent  a  large  native  territory,  do 
you  not? — Yes. 

2184.  Then  I  })resume  you  would  give  the  coloured  section  in 
that  Native  Territory  the  privilege  of  electing  a  memljer  of  the 
Council  of  Agriculture? — It  would  practically  mean  that  only  land- 
owners woulcl  be  entitled  to  that  privilege.  In  the  Territories  very 
few  natives  own  private  land,  which  is  held  on  communal  tenure, 
and  such  people  should  not  be  admitted  to  a  franchise  of  any 
description. 

2185.  Are  there  nol  many  Natives  who  have  their  own  titles  ? 
— Only  a  very  small  numlH'r,  but  you  are  now  touching  upon  a 
thorny  question  which  I  would  rather  deal  with  on  a  political  plat- 
form. The  same  dinicully  with  regard  to  natives  owning  land  will 
arise  whether  you  allow  him  to  vote  for  a  member  of  the  Board  or 
you  have  to  consider  his  right  in  voting  for  this  small  Council  or 
Comiiiiftcc.  In  the  Territoi'ies,  liowever,  the  difficulty  would  not 
arise,  for  thei'c  the  Natives  have  tlieir  own  Councils,  which  are  ad- 
ministered by  Proclamation,  and  their  resolutions  couki  l)e  con- 
sidered by  the  Advisory  Board  of  Agriculture.  The  difficulty 
would  arise  in  respect  of  natives  in  I'eddie,  Alice,  King  William's 
Town  and  other  places. 

2IH(|.  I  am  alluding  more  especially  to  the  Native  Territories, 
Gri(|ualan(l  East  and  Tembuland  :  what  about  them? — As  I  have 
said,  fortunately  there  the  difficidty  is  solved,  for  they  have  their 
own  Councils,  they  administer  their  own  funds,  and  pass  their  own 
resolutions  which  vvi\\\(\  l)e  considered  I)v  the  ])r()pose(I  Board  of 
Agriculture. 
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l'l«7.  Mr.  .\l>ra/i(imson.\  Do  yon  know  aiiylliiiig  about  the  coll- 
slitiilion  of  Ihcsi'  Native  Coiincils?  How  they  work,  and  wht^ 
elects  them^— 'i'he  Ma<,nstrate  is  the  Chairman  of  (!very  District 
Council,  which  is  in  the  form  of  a  Farmers'  Association.  There  are 
certain  deleyates  elected  to  each  District  Council,  and  when  it 
meets,  delegates  are  appointed  to  attend  the  annual  Congress. 

2188.  Are  their  resolutions  submitted  l)y  the  Councils  to  the 
Government  i — ^Yes. 

2189.  Where  do  Ihey  get  the  funds r  A  rale  is  levied  under 
Proclamation. 

2190.  What  is  the  money  used  tort — For  agriculture,  schools, 
and  roadmalving,  also  water-furrows. 

2191.  Chuinnan.]  Are  natives  elected    to  the  Council? — Yes. 

2192.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  The  rates  so  levied  are  used  for  the 
common  good? — Yes,  no  ])art  goes  into  the  Government  chest. 

21do.  Can  the  Councils  give  assistance  to  individuals  or  is 
there  any  restriction? — There  is  practically  no  restriction  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  annual  Council.  They  may  give  individual  assist- 
ance by  educating  the  children  of  poor  natives,  but  1  do  not  think 
that  individual  assistance  is  generally  jiractised. 

2104.  How  does  it  work? — Kemark-ar)ly  well,  and  it  is  very 
benelicial  to  the  Territories.  If  this  Board  of  Agriculture  is,  pro- 
])oriionately  s))eaking,  as  great  a  benefit  to  the  Colony  as  these  Na- 
tive Councils  are  to  the  Native  Territories,  it  will  be  a  great  success. 
There  are  little  ditficulties  here  and  there,  but  these  will  get  reme- 
died from  time  to  time,  as  they  get  into  practical  working  order. 

2195.  Mr.  Rubidf/e.]  On  what  do  these  natives  pay  rates? — On 
their  huts.     Every  head  of  a  family  pays  10s.  a  year. 

2196.  Mr.  CMven-Lewis.]  How  are  these  delegates  elected? — 
The  Chief  and  Headmen  come  together  at  the  request  of  the  Magis- 
trate, and  discuss  the  matter,  and  they  arrive  at  a  decision  as  to 
who  shall  officiate  as  delegates. 

2197.  Chairman^  Is  the  Agricultural  De])artment,  as  it  exists 
at  the  present  time,  in  your  opinion  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community? — 1  emphatically  say  no.  I  would  not  say 
that  is  so  much  the  fault  of  the  officers ;  I  think  it  is  more  the  fault 
01  the  chaiuiel  into  which  things  have  drifted,  and  the  wholly  in- 
adequate importance  attached  to  that  Department  all  along.  At 
present  you  have  to  climb  through  a  barbed  wire  fence  of  red- 
ta])eism  before  you  can  get  anything  attended  to.  If  you  want  a 
little  bit  of  land  for  occupation  or  use,  or  some  other  small  thing, 
})erhaps  not  worth  a  sovereign,  no  matter  which  branch  of  the 
Service  you  a[)])ly  to,  the  vSurveyor-General's  Office,  the  Agricul- 
tural Dei)artnient,  or  Native  Affairs,  it  goes  through  the  hands  of 
various  heads  of  Departments,  antl  in  the  course  of  your  corre- 
spondence, there  are  innumerable  references  and  remarks  made 
by  every  available  clerk.  Your  communications  are  sent  U])  from 
one  little  clerk  to  another  until  they  reach  the  head  of  the  l)ei)art- 
ment.  So  far  as  the  Dei)artment  of  Agriculture  is  concerned,  it  is 
in  a  state  of  chaos  and  should  be  overhauled. 

2198.  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  to  have  an  entire  reorganisa- 
tion?— Yes;  it  is  called  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  but  it  is 
nothing  more  than  a  recording  office.  No  practical  work,  or  very 
little,  is  done  there. 

2199.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  Do  your  remarks  refer  more  particu- 
larly to  the  system  at  the  Head  Office  ?— I  am  not  reflecting  on  any 
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iMiiiicli  of  the  Department  in  pai'lic-iihir,  nor  on  tlu-  dilTci'ciil  olli 
c'crs,  allhoiii>h  I  have  my  own  opinion  abunt  some  of  them.  It  is 
the  sxstem  wliich  I  am  commenting  upon.  It  is  high  time  the 
Colony  woke  up  to  the  fact — and  the  Government  as  \vell--that 
agriculture  is  the  most  im])ortant  l)raneh  of  the  whole  administni- 
lion.  Tf  we  are  going  to  save  South  Afiica  that  Department  will 
do  it  and  no  other. 

2200.  Chairman.]  You  say  that  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
depeiuls  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  farmer  and  the  progress  of 
Agriculture? — Quite  so. 

2201.  I)r.  Nobis.]  You  asked  for  an  op]jortunity  to  speak  on  the 
su'ojeet  of  seed;  will  you  introduce  that  subject  now ?- In  going 
through  the  Colony,  and  especially  in  the  Eastern  Province  and 
those  po]tions  occupied  by  natives,  which  are  the  most  fertile  parts 
of  South  Africa,  it  is  found  that  there  is  a  great  want  of  proper  seed 
to  be  used  for  the  various  kinds  of  soil,  and  also  accurate  informa- 
tion as  to  the  kinds  of  seeds  to  be  planted  in  their  proper  seasons. 
There  is  an  urgent  desire  for  experiments  and  practical  knowledge 
in  connection  with  this  l)ranch  of  farming.  The  constant  sowing 
of  the  same  seed  in  the  different  soils  year  after  year  is  very  detri- 
mental to  the  producing  power  of  the  seed.  With  regard  to  the 
different  breeds  of  stock,  the  raising  of  dairy  produce,  the  growing 
of  mealie  and  cereal  crops  in  general,  wherever  good  w^ork  is  at- 
temptetl  even  on  a  small  scale,  beneficial  effects  are  observaljle. 
But  nothing  can  be  done  effectively  or  to  any  large  extent  until  the 
Agricultural  Department  takes  upon  itself  the  duty  of  sending 
experts  to  different  districts  and  keeping  them  there  for  a  couple 
of  seasons. 

2202.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.']  You  w^ould  advocate  the  establishing 
of  I'.xperimental  Stations? — Yes,  as  they  do  in  Natal. 

220o.  Cfiairnian.]  Do  you  mean  Kx|)erimental  Stations  on  a 
large  scale,  like  Elsenburg? — I  do  not  know  that  that  is  so  neces- 
sarv,  but  yon  must  have  officers  with  a  sulficient  knowledge  of  par- 
ticular branches  staying  in  a  district  for  a  period,  teaching  the 
value  of  practical  experiments  to  the  more  advanced  farmers,  who 
ill  lime  will  set  a  good  exanijile  to  the  others. 

2204.  Do  you  think  that  a  13(jai'd  of  experienced  [)ractical 
larniei's  presided  over  by  a  professional  head  of  the  Agricultural 
]3epartiiient,  would  be  more  likely  to  forward  the  interi'sts  of  agri- 
culture than  the  present  system  ?- -That  is  practically  what  we 
have  been  discussing.     T  thorouglily  approve  of  the  pro])osal. 

220").  lla\('  you  any  ]\nowledge  of  the  systems  uiuh'i'  which 
Agricultural  Depai'lnu'nts  in  other  countries  are  worked  f — i  do 
liot  consi(h'r  myself  competent  to  s])eak  on  that  sul)ject. 

220(>.    Do  >'on  approve  of  Ihe  following  methods  hy  which,  sub 
jcci   lo  Ihe  approval  of  the   iloard  of  Agi-icullni'e,  tinancial   assisl 
anee    miglit    be   cranled    In    ihi-   agrienUural    [)o})ulali()n    to   enable 
them  to  develop  Ihcir  icsoiirces: — (a)  By  the  grant  of  loans  lo  Divi 
sional  Councils  on  llu'  sccui'ity  of  rates  lo  enable  Divisional  Coun- 
cils either  lo  carrx    onl    pultlic  woiks  for  th(>  advancement   of  agri- 
cullnic   in   Ihcir  distiicts,  or  lo  ciialile   them  to  advance   n)one\-   to 
Agricultural   Associations     or     indivi(hial      faiMuers;    or  (/>)   l)y   tlie 
grant  of  loans,  or  i)y  conli'il)ul  ing  on  Ihe  I  for  i;  principle  direct  lo 
Agricubural  Associations  or  in(nvi(bial  larniers;   or  (c)  l»y  Ihe  Con' 
ernnieni  contributing  on   llu'   U  for  I  |)rinciple,  on  amounts  I'aised 
l)y  Divisional  CcMuicils     !>>     means    of  a  special  agricultural  rate, 
levied  to  promote  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  disli-ict? — If  a 
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tiiiid  like  lliat  could  l)r  raised  willioiil  uiviiiLj  loo  iiiucli  dissatlH- 
fjiction  il  would  In-  a  very  desirable  llnn,^,  l)ul  (he  people  might 
object  to  additional  taxation  being  put  upon  theni.  1  must  confess 
that  1  have  never  l)een  inclined  in  favour  of  local  taxation,  and 
greatly  ])refer  to  i)ay  a  higher  measure  of  taxation  to  the  general 
State  revenue,  having  a  common  fund  used  for  all  puri)0ses.  IJut 
I  would  see  no  objection  to  this  pro[)osal  if  it  could  be  worked  with- 
out much  discontent.  I  am  afraid  you  would  have  a  lot  of  diffi- 
culty; it  vrould  be  a  verv  unpopular"  lax.  As  to  the  method  under 
(b)  that  is  more  or  less  what  is  now^  done  with  regard  to  irrigation. 
1  think  it  would  be  a  useful  thing.  The  £  for  £  principle'  works 
satisfactorily-  in  connection  with  Agricultural  Shows,  and  it  would 
be  a  good  form  of  protection  or  l)onus  to  farmers  who  are  anxious 
to  undertake  valuable  development  operations 

L'207.  31r.  Orpen']  You  do  not  i)roi)ose  that  any  such  grant 
should  be  given  unconditionally? — No,  the  farmer  would  have  to 
expend  his  portion,  under  the  £  for  £  principle,  and  of  course  all 
these  transactions  would  be  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture. I  think  il  would  be  a  good  thing  to  encourage.  The  only 
difficulty  in  connection  with  all  these  matters  is  that  the  men  who 
really  qualify  themseh'es  for  assistance  of  this  nature,  are  just  the 
men  Who  have  alread\-  helped  themselves.  You  would  not  so 
easily  get  at  the  backward  man. 

2208.  Hjjw  would  you  give  the  backward  man  an>'  beneficial 
assistance? — You  could  not  do  it  in  any  other  way,  but  in  })ractice 
it  is  very  difficult  to  get  at  him.  These  proposals  of  financial  aid 
aim  at  the  man  who  is  helping  himself,  and  so  far  as  he  is  con- 
cerned I  think  they  are  very  good. 

2209.  Chairman."]  You  believe  that  the  people  of  enterprise  who 
help  themselves,  and  perhaps  do  not  urgently  require  assistance 
from  the  Government,  will  avail  themselves  of  the  })ro])osal  under 
{b}\ — It  is  really  the  enterprising  man  who  will  qualify  for  this. 

2210.  Do  you  think  the  backward  man  could  be  helped  by  levy- 
ing an  agricultural  rate  on  his  farm,  which  he  can  ])ay  off  in  a 
percentage  to  the  Government,  together  with  a  .Sinking  Fund, 
amounting  altogether  to  about  0  per  cent.? — Yes,  you  will  get  at 
him  under  the  method  marked  (r).  If  the  Divisional  Council  raise 
a  loan  for  purposes  of  agricultural  improvement  then  you  might 
rate  the  farms,  although  it  would  be  an  unpopular  tax. 

2211.  What  I  mean  is  rating  one  farm  property,  not  a  general 
rate  for  a  whole  district;  how  would  that  work? -Well,  if  some 
useful  work  were  undertaken  by  which  one  farmer  benefits,  I 
should  say  get  at  him  and  make  him  pay  for  it. 

2212.  Do  you  agree  that  the  pro))Osed  small  Local  t'onuniltees 
would  do  good  work  in  bringing  l)ef(n-e  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
any  improvements  which  an  individual  farmer  might  wish  to  see 
carried  out  on  his  property? — But  you  have  these  things  already 
attended  to  by  Divisional  Councils.  The  Divisional  Council  has 
certain  administrative  functions,  v>hereas  how  could  you  define 
the  functions  you  intend  to  give  to  these  Local  Committees?  Thev 
would  only  be  appoint(^d  to  elect  members  of  the  Council  of  Agri- 
culture. The  more  L  think  of  these  Local  Committees  the  more 
difficult  is  it  to  reconcile  myself  to  their  usefulness. 

2213.  Mr.  Ahrahainson.]  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  com- 
position of  Water  Boards,  which  have  rating  ]Jowers  for  irrigation 
works?— No;  there  is  s'nch  an  Act,  but  I  am  not  acquainted  with  its 
working. 
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2214.  Do  you  think  Divisional  Councils  are  as  a  rule  poi)ular 
I  iiougli  and  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  farming  community  to 
undertake  agricultural  matters  in  addition  to  their  present  duties'? 
— I  should  like  to  see  divisional  Councils  abolished  and  the  Natal 
system  established  in  this  Colony.  There  they  have  no  Divisional 
Councils.  The  local  rates  are  merged  in  a  general  rate,  and  each 
district  is  provided  with  a  certain  number  of  men  and  an  overseer, 
with  perhaps  a  few  assistants,  as  may  be  required.  They  have  to 
take  charge  of  a  district  for  a  year. 

2215.  Who  assesses'  the  rate? — The  Government.  The  ex- 
penditure locally  incurred  comes  out  of  the  general  revenue.  The 
system  works  very  much  better,  and  gives  greater  satisfaction  than 
is  derived  from  Divisional  Council  administration.  The  work 
done  is  much  more  efficient. 

2216.  Do  you  think  the  £  for  £  ])rinciple,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  in  improvement  in  agriculture,  would  be  a  good  way  of  get- 
ting a  farmer  to  take  a  little  more  trouble? — Yes.  Very  often  you 
have  a  man  active  and  energetic  enough  to  construct  a  large  dam, 
or  take  out  a  water  sluit,  or  go  in  for  fencing  against  jackals,  but  he 
might  not  be  in  a  financial  position  to  do  it.  Now,  although  in 
many  cases  undeserving  men  will  get  this  assistance,  you  will  do 
more  good  by  helping  the  deserving,  industrious,  enterprising  man 
whose  only  drawback  is  the  want  of  sufficient  funds.  Probably  a 
far  larger  })ercentage  of  deserving  men  will  apply  for  this  assist- 
ance.    It  will  stimulate  energy. 

2217.  You  do  not  think  a  special  agricultural  rate  on  farmers 
in  a  district  would  give  satisfaction? — It  may  work  all  right,  but 
personally  I  am  not  at  all  in  favour  of  it. 

2218.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Agricultural  Banks? — Not 
practically,  only  theoretically.  But  I  should  like  to  see  Agricul- 
tural Banks  established,  also  Agricultural  Insurance  Offices. 

2219.  Do  you  think  they  would  answer? — Yes,  especially  Agri- 
cultural Insurance  Offices,  for  the  insurance  of  croi)s  against 
locusts,  hailstorms,  etc.,  as  is  done  in  some  jjarts  of  Australia. 

2220.  How  does  the  farmer  at  the  ])resent  time  obtain  financial 
assistance? — He  has  to  get  it  wherever  he  can. 

2221.  Can  he  get  it  whenever  he  requires  it  i — If  he  has  a  valu- 
able property  he  can  raise  a  loan. 

2222.  How  would  the  Agricultural  Banks  be  conducted? — If 
an  Agricultural  Bank  were  to  be  established,  it  would  be  run  on  the 
l)rin(dple  of  no  dividend,  but  it  must  })ay  its  own  exix'iises.  The 
funds  may  be  ])ublic  funds.  At  present  the  farmer  pa,\'s  too  high 
an  interest — G  ])er  cent.,  and  the  danger  is  that  he  is  juni))ed  upon 
every  now  and  then  to  i)ay  ofl'  his  bond,  so  that  he  has  to  raise 
another  loan.     Conse((uently  he  is  always  in  jeopardy. 

222:{.  How  would  you  establish  these  Banks? — The  Govern 
incnt  might  guarantee  a  loan  of  a  million  cu"  a  cou])le  of  millions 
sterling.  The  i)rinciple  I  would  work  upon  is  this:  The  Govern- 
nienl  would  go  to  the  English  money  market,  and  woidd  guai'antee 
o  per  cent,  for  a  loan,  say,  of  a  million  sterling.  That  money  would 
be  used  by  the  Agricultural  Bank,  wliich  would  issue  it  at  4  or  5  ])er 
cent.,  sufiicient  to  cover  expenses.  1  should  not  lik(!  an  Agricul 
tural  Bank  to  l)e  run  as  a  private  speculation,  but  under  Go\'ern- 
ment  su])ervision  The  details  would  have  to  be  carefullv  thought 
out. 

2224.  Do  you  intend  that  these  Banks  should  lend  out  money 
on  mortgage  bonds,  in  the  same  way  as  capitalists?— For  various 
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considerations  and  purposes.     Tt  is  a  question  demanding  careful 
study. 

2225.  Mr.  Owfin-Lfiwii^.]  Supi)osinG;  Government  advanced 
money  to  an  individual  farmer  io  carry  out  some  reproductive 
work,  and  his  farm  is  l)onded,  what  form  of  security  could  the  Gov- 
ernment (ret  for  the  loan?— They  could  only  o<'t  a  "second  bond. 

2226.  Do  you  not  tliink  a  "system  could  he  introduced  under 
which  a  special  rate  conld  be  levied  on  that  farm,  which  would 
take  i)reference  to  the  existino  l)on(l,  and  if  the  farm  were  sold  it 
would  be  with  this  charge  upon  it? — That  would  he  too  unfair  alto- 
•zether  to  private  speculation  A  man  would  never  be  sure  about 
lending  his  money  because  a  preference  over  his  bond  might  at  any 
time  be  created.  Besides  it  would  interfere  with  the  whole  of  our 
judicial  system.  That  svstem  lavs  it  down  that  if  a  property  is  in 
A's  name  then  it  is  his,  notwithstanding  all  intervening  parties. 
The  Diyisional  Councir.s  valuation  represents  A.'s  wealth.  In- 
quiries can  always  be  made  at  the  Deeds  Office  with  reference  to 
bonds,  and  the  moment  vou  interfere  with  such  transactions  vou 
di.slocate  business  altogether.     No  merchant  would  ever  be  safe. 

2227.  But  if  the  money  is  expended  in  carrying  out  reproduc- 
tive works,  that  outlay  would  increase  the  value  of  the  property, 
would  it  not? — ^Yes. 

2228.  Therefore  it  would  not  interfere  with  the  security  of  the 
mortgagee? — Assuming  that  a  farm  is  worth  £1,000,  and  the  farmer 
gets  an  advance  of  £600.  Then  the  Government  lends 
him  another  £500,  and  he  improves  his  farm  to  the  amount 
of  £500.  There  could  be  no  objection  to  a  second  bond  for  this  £500 
because  the  security  would  cover  it.  But  it  would  be  unfair  to  tell 
the  first  lender  that  he  must  stand  back.  Merchants  and  others 
Avr.uld  be  in  an  insecure  position  in  giving  credit,  and  general  busi- 
ness might  be  seriousl}^  affected. 

2229.  Mv  suggestion  is  that  the  Government  might  lend  £1,000, 
the  loan  to  be  strictly  used  for  the  construction  of  a  dam  on  the 
farmer's  propertv,  or  some  other  important  improvement.  In  order 
to  repay  principle  and  interest  he  would  have  to  pay  back  £60  a. 
year  for  thirty-two  vears,  and  the  principal  woidd  never  be  called 
up? — Yes,  it  would  be  all  right  to  levy  a  preferential  rate  on  that 
property  for  the  purpose  of  paying  interest  on  the  Government 
bond  and  Sinking  Fund. 

2230.  So  that  the  farm  could  be  sold  subject  to  that  charge  of 
£60  a  vear?— Yes. 

2231.  Do  vou  think  the  first  mortgagee  would  object  to  such  a 
scheme? — I  do  not  think  he  could  object.  It  would  not  interfere 
with  his  security.  If  you  give  £1,000,  and  the  farmer  pays  every 
vear  £60,  it  reduces  the  encumbrances  and  increases  the  value  of 
the  securitv. 

2232.  You  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  an  injustice  to  the 
mortgagee  if  such  a  charge  were  made? — I  do  not  think  so,  but  the 
man  with  the  first  mortgage  must  have  a  chance  of  calling  up  his 
bond,  and  the  purchaser  of  the  farm  would  l)uy  subject  to  the  Gov- 
ernment charge. 

2233.  Supposing  Government  lends  the  money,  the  Govern- 
ment charges  take  preference,  but  what  would  l)e  the  position  in 
the  event  of  the  dam,  constituting  the  valuable  imi)rovement,  being 
washed  awav?^I  would  ask  in  what  sense  do  you  use  the  word 
"preference."  This  preferent  rate  would  stand  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  quitrent, 
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2234.  Quite  so;  the  quitrent  has  l)een  imposed  in  order  to  pay 
the  charges  of  improvements.  Now  supposing  the  dam  is  washed 
away  and  the  imi)rovement  thus  disappears,  would  it  vitiate  the 
mortgagee  C — He  would  still  liave  his  first  claim.  It  would  to  a 
certain  extent  interfere  with  his  claim  if  the  improvements  had 
lu'en  extensive. 

2235.  Could  it  l)e  done  hy  way  of  insurance? — That  is  why  1 
say  your  Commercial  and  Agricultural  Insurance  Otfices  would 
work  satisfactorily.  When  the  dam  is  finished  the  farmer  will  in- 
sure it  at  a  cheap  rate. 

2236.  Sup])osing  the  Government  were  to  help  the  farmer  in 
his  improvement  of  his  land  ])y  the  £  for  £  principle,  in  connection 
with  his  annual  payment,  instead  of  charging,  say,  the  full  £60, 
only  asking  him  to  pay  £30  per  annum;  would  that  he  a  satisfac- 
tory method  in  your  opinion  ( — Some  scheme  of  the  kind  might  he 
thought  out.  We  have  a  precedent  in  connection  with  our  School 
Committees,  which  pay  so  much  ]:)ercentage  on  a  loan,  and  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  payment  goes  into  the  Sinking  Fund. 

2237.  Do  you  think  it  would  he  a  good  plan  to  adopt? — Yes. 
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P.  J.  W^EEBER,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  [Chairman). 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewas,  M.L.C.  0.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A, 

L.  Ahrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  , 

Frederick  Verran,  examined. 

2238.  Chairman.]  You  are  traveller  for  Cooper? — Yes,  Cooper 
and  Nephew  in  this  country. 

2239.  You  are  also  a  farmer  in  the  Colony? — Yes,  in  the  Cath- 
cart  district,  in  the  Eastern  Province. 

2240.  Have  you  heen  farming  for  many  years? — Yes. 

2241.  What  class  of  farming? — Both  stock  and  agriculture. 

2242.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
])olitics  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony?  The  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be:  (1)  To  consult  on  all  ([uestions  alTecting  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  upon  sclienics  snltmitted  to  them? — T  think  the  time 
lias  arrived  for  haxing  a  Council,  and  so  I  am  strongly  in  favour  of 
its  Ix'ing  appointed. 

2243.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  l)e  more  desirable  for  the 
members  of  the  Council  of  Agi'icultui'e  to  be  elected  by  (1)  Commit- 
tees of  Agriculture  whi(;h  should  ))e  formed  in  each  Fiscal  Division 
and  elected  by  the  landowners  in  eachWard;  or  (2)  that  they  should 
be  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division  ?  'hie  only 
ditliculty  in  connection  with  the  liist  suggestion  is  the  dillicully  of 
getting  hold  of  farmers  with  propcM-  ((ualifications.  They  may  be 
nood  stock  men,  but  ]K)or  agi'icnllural  men.  1  think  the  landowners 
and  ratepayers  in  Ibc  Ward  would  lie  the  best  men  in  the  Ward  to 
select  >nch  persons, 
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2244.  Would  you  extend  the  privilerjo  to  lessees  of  land? — I  do 
not  think  so.  T  think'  the  landowner  is  the  man  lo  ;i|)|)oiiil  these 
men,  as  he  is  llie  inosl  inlliiential  man  in  (he  (h'slrict. 

2245.  Mr.  AbrahaMson.]  You  ^\•()^ld  ohjeel  lo  the  "  Bywoiicr '" ; 
— Yes.     I  would  include  men  who  lease  fai'ms. 

2246.  These  men  elected  would  i'oiin  a  l,ocal  CommiKee  in  Ihc 
Fiscal  Division? — Yes. 

2247.  Chairman.]  Would  you  have  them  elected  by  the  different 
Wards? — No,  I  think  1  should  let  them  nominate  two  or  thiee,  as 
the  case  may  be,  in  tiic  same  way  as  the  J3ivisional  Council  is 
elected.     I  would  have  the  whole  district   vote  for  them. 

2247a.  Mr.  (kvcn- Lewis.]  Do  you  consichM-  that  it  would  be  more 
desirable  for  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  be 
elected  by  the  different  Committees  of  Agriculture  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  establish  in  each  Fiscal  Division,  than  that  thev  should 
l)e  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Fiscal  Division? — Ye.s,  I  think 
it  would  be  l)etter  for  each  Local  Committee  to  elect  from  their 
members  a  meml'cr  to  serve  on  this  Council  for  Agriculture.  I 
would  not  leave  that  in  the  hands  of  farmers  or  landowners. 

2248.  Mr.  Oosthiiisen.]  Do  you  think  such  a  scheme  as  is 
sketched  out  here  would  have  any  beneficial  effects  on  the  farmers 
in  regard  to  their  develoiung  the  country  to  a  greater  extent  than 
they  have  in  the  past? — Yes,  I  do,  because  I  think  by  having  this 
local  body  in  each  Division  the  farmers  would  have  more  confi- 
dence and  would  feel  themselves  more  secure  in  going  to  that  body 
to  ask  for  help  in  regard  to  water-drills,  etc.,  knowing  that  their 
request  would  go  direct  to  the  Government.  As  it  is  these  men  do 
not  know  where  to  seek  advice,  so  T  think  such  a  body  would  be 
the  means  of  gretaly  helping  the  agricultural  interests  of  this 
country 

2248a.  You  are  of  opinion  that  having  these  Local  Committees 
would  lead  to  the  advancement  of  Agriculture  in  the  District? — 
Yes,  I  am. 

2249.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Your  itlea  is  that  every  Field-cornet's 
Ward  should  elect  a  small  Committee  and  that  these  should  com- 
bine in  the  District,  and  (dect  one  delegate  to  the  Council  of  Agri- 
culture?— Yes. 

2250.  Would  >ou  give  these  Local  Committees  in  the  dilTerent 
Wards  any  other  work  excei)ting  just  the  election  of  the  delegate 
for  the  Agricultural  Council,  or  do  you  think  they  should  be  a  kind 
of  permanent  body  ? — Yes,  a  kind  of  permanent  body  like  the  Divi- 
sional Council. 

225L  Do  you  think  it  would  b(>  a  good  thing  to  organise  these 
landowners  whom  you  say  should  have  the  right  of  electing  these 
men  and  get  them  to  form  a  Farmers'  Association  in  each  Ward? — 
Not  in  each  Ward.  They  should  meet  in  some  central  i)lace  liKe 
the  town,  and  there  discuss  these  questions. 

2252.  You  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  Magistrate 
to  call  a  meeting  of  landowners  and  so  form  themselves  into 
Farmers'  Associations? — Yes.  I  think  that  would  bring  them  more 
into  touch  with  the  Government. 

2253.  And  they  would  be  more  or  less  in  toiich  with  the  Com- 
mittee they  have  chosen,  and  would  stimulate  discussion  and  ideas 
in  the  Disirict? — Yes,  there  would  be  an  interchange  of  ideas. 

2254.  You  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  Civil  Com- 
missioner were  Chairman  of  that  Committee ?-^He  could  sit  there 
as  e.r-nfj'ino  member  because  he  wmild   be  there  representing  the 
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Government,  and  any  payments  made  would  go  through  his  office, 
so  I  think  it  is  only  right  that  he  should  know  how  the  payments 
are  made. 

2255.  Chairman^  What  should  he  the  number  of  members  of 
that  Local  Committee?  Should  it  lie  one  or  two  from  each  Ward? 
— One  out  of  each  Ward. 

2256.  You  have  travelled  a  good  deal  in  the  Colony? — Yes, 
pretty  well  over  the  whole  of  it. 

2257.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture  to  consist  of 
nine  members  nominated  by  the  Government  and  eighteen  mem- 
bers elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold  oflfice  for  a  period 
of  three  years  to  be  elected  in  the  following  manner: — The  collec- 
tive representatives  on  the  Agricultural  Council  from  each  of  the 
nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative  Council  to  elect  from 
their  own  numbers  two  members? — I  think  that  is  a  splendid  idea, 
because  you  have  the  whole  Colony  so  thoroughly  represented  by 
the  Council  of  Agriculture,  and  they  would  then  form  their  Board 
out  of  it  and  it  would  be  a  strong  one. 

2258.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  Should  this  Board  be  an  Advisory 
Board  to  the  Department? — Yes. 

2259.  Do  you  think  this  Board  should  have  the  right  to  dis- 
cuss the  Estimates  regarding  agricultural  matters  which  are  to  be 
presented  to  Parliament  every  year  and  also  to  discuss  with  the 
Agricultural  Department  any  agricultural  schemes  that  may  be 
lirought  forward? — I  think  that  body  could  appoint  an  Estimates 
Committee,  and  if  anything  w^ere  not  put  down  for  w^ater-boring  or 
things  like  (hat,  they  could  suggest  or  advise  the  Department  what 
sum  would  be  required.  I  think  that  w^ould  meet  a  lot  of  the 
trouble  which  occurs  when  these  Estimates  come  before  Parlia- 
ment. 

2260.  Should  this  body  have  control  of  the  money? — No,  that 
should  go  tlirough  the  head  of  the  Department. 

226L  Mr.  Om^en-Lewis.l  Would  you  be  opposed  to  Parliament 
voting  a  lump  sum  of  money  which  would  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  this  Board  of  Agriculture  to  ))e  used  by  them  for  the  general  de- 
velopment of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  country? — I  w^ould 
be  strongly  in  favour  of  a  sum  of  money  being  placed  on  the  Esti- 
mates for  the  purposes  of  water-boring.  If  you  could  have  a  line 
of  water-boreholes  from  Victoria  West  to  tlie  back  country,  3^^011 
could  bring  thousands  of  sheep  through,  and  the  Government 
could  charge  the  farmers  a  nominal  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  bore- 
hole, and  on  w^hatever  the  works  have  cost. 

2262.  Would  sheep  be  able  lo  go  in  greater  quantities? — Yes,  I 
am  positive  of  it.  Tf  thev  once  ado])t  the  drover  system  one  would 
have  more  mutton  for  the  towns,  but  at  present  they  cannot  get 
them  through  owing  to  the  want  of  water. 

226:1  You  are  positive  of  that  statement? — Yes,  Ibis  is  my 
special  line,  and  1  know  (he  country  thoroughlv  well. 

2264.  Ml'.  fkom-Lfwis.]  The  idea  is  that  this  Board  of  Agricul- 
t\ire  will  !)('  a  Board  of  in-actical  and  experienced  farmers  elected 
by  the  farming  commiuiity  in  the  Colony,  and  the  suggestion  is 
that  a  sum  of  money  should  \)r  jilaced  at  their  disposal  to  he  used 
in  develo])ing  the  agricultural  I'csources  of  the  Colony  as  thev 
should  think  best.     Vou  are  in  favoui'  of  that? — Yes. 

2265.  Mr.  On.Hhnispn.']  Do  you  tliiulK  the  suggested  number  of 
the  Board  rather  large?  Tt  will  consist  of  27  men?  Yes,  T  think 
it  is  rather  large,  but  T  w^ould  not  object  to  it. 
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2266.  Do  yon  think  the  countiy  could  l)e  i)ropeil\'  represented 
if  you  had  a  smaller  number.' — Yes,  1  think  so.  I  think  eighteen 
altogether  would  be  sutlicienl. 

2267.  Do  you  think  that  one  from  each  Electoral  Circle  would 
be  sufficient? — Yes,  that  would  make  nine,  which  would  Ix'  ample. 

2268.  Then  the  Government  could  nominate  five? — Yes. 

2269.  Is  the  Agricultural  Department  as  d  exists  at  the  present 
time,  in  your  opinion,  suiru-ienlly  in  touch  with  the  farming  com 
munity? — No,  I  am  sure  it   is  not,     I  reckon   that   (he  Veterinary 
DepartnuMit  is  not  in  touch  with  the  farmers. 

2270.  Why  not? — For  instance,  a  farmer  may  have  something 
wrong  with  his  sheep  in  the  new  veld  and  might  very  much  like  to 
get  a  vet.,  and  he  has  to  go  to  the  Magistrate,  and  it  will  take  time 
before  this  man  comes,  so  that  ho  will  let  the  thing  slide  before  he 
will  go  to  the  trouble  again;  but  if  he  had  a  Board,  he  could  go 
there  and  say  that  he  wanted  a  vet.,  and  the  matter  would  be  has- 
tened and  expedited. 

2271.  Do  vou  think  there  are  sufficient  vets,  in  the  countrv? — 
Yes. 

2272.  Do  you  think  they  should  ])e  spread  more  over  the  coun- 
try than  they  are  at  present? — Yes,  each  should  have  his  particular 
area,  and  should  be  at  a  spot  where  he  could  be  got  at  very  easily. 

2273.  You  think  if  this  Agricultural  Board  w^ere  in  existence 
that  the  farmers  would  be  able  to  get  better  attention  from  the 
Department  and  the  vets,  than  is  the  case  at  present  with  private 
men? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  answer  the  ])urposes  much  better.  I 
do  not  think  the  Department  is  in  touch  with  the  farmers  w'ith 
regard  to  many  other  matters,  for  instance  seed  wheats.  We  are 
getting  all  sorts  of  abominable  seed  wdieats  in  the  country,  and  the 
Agricultural  Department  cannot  he\\)  us.  This  should  be  arranged 
by  the  Director  of  Agriculture. 

2274.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  should  be  a  supervision 
of  the  seeds  coming  into  the  country? — Yes,  and  a  man  should  not 
l)e  allowed  to  sell  seeds  unless  he  can  produce  the  genuine  article 
for  sale.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Director  of  Agriculture  in  the 
Orange  River  Colony,  and  it  struck  him  that  it  was  very  necessaiy 
for  him  to  take  steps  in  the  matter.  The  farmers  were  Iniying  rub- 
bish, and  the  country  was  being  overrun  with  it;  but  that  has  been 
put  a  stop  to. 

2275.  Nothing  of  that  kind  is  done  here  now? — No,  we  want 
such  a  man  in  our  Agricultural  Department.  Then  we  want  a  Di- 
rector of  Agriculture  to  find  out  and  advise  the  farmers  where  they 
should  sell  their  stuff  so  as  to  get  the  best  price  for  it.  He  could 
send  circular-;  to  that  effect,  then  there  will  be  some  guide  for  the 
farmers  where  to  send  theii'  produce.  I  sent  42  bags  of  onions  to 
Kimberley  a  short  time  ago  and  got  42s.  for  it,  which  did  not  pay 
the  carriage. 

2276.  You  siioke  about  the  Director  of  Agriculture  in  the 
Orange  River  Colony.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Agricultural  De- 
partments in  the  new  Colonies  are  doing  anything  in  connection 
with  this  work? — Nothing  more  than  sending  their  men  round  the 
different  districts  to  see  what  is  going  on,  and  to  meet  the  farmers, 
and  discuss  different  i)oints  with  them. 

2277.  Do  you  find  that  the  Department  here  is  sending  out  men 
to  our  farmers? — Mr.  Pillans  has  been  round,  and  some  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Agricultural  Department,  but  I  do  not  think  we  are 
taking  such  an  active  part  as  thev  are  in  the  Orange  River  Colony. 

[G,  2.— 1905.]  '  Q     " 
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2278.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Would  you  recommend  that  there  should 
be  experimental  farms  in  some  districts  where  the  Governmeni 
could  experiment  with  seeds? — I  hardly  think  ihat  would  be  neces- 
sary, because  j^our  Board  would  be  organised  in  each  district,  and 
I  think  they  would  take  sutTicient  interest  in  these  matters,  and  the 
Government  should  receive  reports  from  these  people. 

2279.  I  was  si)eaking  more  particularly  with  regard  to  cereal 
seeds  and  fodder? — I  do  not  think  exjierimimting  would  suit  in  this 
country,  as  it  strikes  me  it  would  be  very  expensive.  If  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  could  supply  seed  to  the  farmers,  more  bene- 
fit w^ould  be  derived. 

2280.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  Government  must  buy  farms,  but 
they  should  experiment  on  private  plots  of  land  ? — Yes,  I  am  in 
favour  of  that. 

2281.  Because  seeds  which  would  be  good  for  the  Eastern  I'ro- 
vince  might  not  lie  good  for  the  Western,  and  ihis  could  be  brought 
out  by  experiments  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

2282.  Chairman.']  The  Commission  are  invited  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  following  suggestions  ami  methods  by  which,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  Agricultural  Board,  Financial  assistance 
might  ])e  granted  to  the  agricuituial  [lopulation  to  enable  them  to 
develop  their  resources: — (a)  By  the  grant  of  loans  to  the  Divi- 
sional Council  on  the  security  of  rat^es  to  enable  Divisional  Coun- 
cils either  to  carry  out  public  works  for  the  advancement  in  their 
districts,  or  to  enable  them  to  atlvance  money  to  Agricultural  Asso- 
ciations, or  individual  farmers;  or  [h)  by  the  grant  of  loans,  or  by 
contributing  on  the  €  for  £  principle  direct  to  Agricultural  Asso- 
ciations, or  individual  farmers;  or  (c)  by  the  Government  contri- 
buting on  the  £  for  £  principle,  on  amounts  raised  by  Divisional 
Councils  by  means  of  a  special  agricultural  rate,  levied  to  promote 
the  agricultural  resources  of  the  district.  Which  suggestion  are 
you  in  favour  of  ? — I  am  not  in  favour  of  the  Divisional  Council 
handling  this  money.  T  have  been  a  member  of  the  Divisional 
Council  for  many  years,  and  I  am  not  in  favour  of  that  body.  By 
the  granting  of  loans  to  farmers,  I  think  is  the  best,  but  it  could  be 
under  different  headings  for  dam-making  or  water-V)oring,  and  it 
should  lie  lent  in  such  a  way  that  the  Government  oi'  the  Depart- 
ment w^ould  have  a  hold  on  the  farmer. 

2283.  Could  you  tell  us  whether  water-boring  would  he  an  ad- 
vantage to  certain  districts? — I  do  not  apjirove  of  shallow  borings. 
That  has  drained  large  areas  of  water.  1  do  not  care  about  the  sys- 
tem of  borings  lieing  undertaken  by  (jovernmenl.  Some  bores  cost 
more  for  crowns,  etc.,  than  they  are  worth  to  the  country. 

2284.  Supposing  Government  were  to  say  to  tiie  farmers,  "If 
you  form  small  syndicates  anmngst  yourselves  for  the  purposes  of 
boring,  we  will  contribute  on  tbe  t  for  £  principle"?- — That  did  not 
give  satisfaction  at  all.  'ihere  was  always  delay,  and  you  are  dis- 
satisfied, ^'ou  \\',\v\\  the  l>ore  to-day,  and  you  do  not  uet  it  for  a 
long  time. 

2285.  IIow  would  you  get  the  l)ore  to  the  farmer  more  (piickly? 
— You  have  done  a  lot  in  Cradock.  where  you  have  as  many  as 
two  or  thi'ee  districts  pnt  togetlier.    Thei'e  should  l»e  a  certain  num 
ber  of  drills  for  each  area. 

2286.  You  Avould  increase  the  number  of  drills  iiulefinitelv  ? — 
Yes. 

2287.  You  do  not  approve  of  the  way  (M)venuiient  charge  for 
the  use  of  the  bore  ? — No,  if  the  bore  cost  GlOO,  the  Goveinment 
should  charge  0  p(M'  cent,  on  tlnit  cost, 
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2288.  Do  yon  think  every  farmer  should  he  supplied  with  a 
bore? — As  many  as  would  like  to  have  I  hem. 

2289.  And  when  they  are  flnished  with  them? — 1  think  the  bore 
would  be  pretty  well  fmished  also. 

2290.  Your"  scheme  with  reoard  to  bores  is,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  l)uy  them  for  any  farmers  who  apply  for  them,  and 
eharoe  theui  (i  per  cent,  'i — No,  my  idea  is  that  the  Government 
should  do  the  work,  and  then  charge  the  farmer,  and  that  jroes  as 
a  debt  a<2;ainst  his  farm,  for  which  he  pays  to  the  Sinkintj  Fund. 

2291.  Do  you  think  these  bores  are  of  any  use  to  irrigation? — 
Yes,  I  have  seen  some  of  these  do  really  good  work.  A  farmer 
may  say  to  Government  that  he  prefers  to  have  a  well  sunk,  as  they 
are  doing  at  Hooi)stad,  where  they  sink  the  well  and  channel  in 
each  direction,  and  I  have  seen  some  very  large  lands  under  irriga- 
tion as  a  result  of  this. 

2292.  That  would  I)e  surface  water? — Yes,  ))ut  there  are  some 
])laces  where  the}^  get  a  good  deal. 

229;].  Supposing  the  Government  did  go  in  for  that  work,  and 
they  are  not  successful  in  getting  water,  who  would  have  to  take 
the  risk? — I  think  the  Government  should  get  men  who  would 
have  suflficieid  knowledge  to  know  whether  to  bore  or  not,  and  if 
they  consider  it  useless,  owing  to  there  l)eing  a  dolorite  bed,  the 
farmer  should  be  satisfied. 

2294.  With  regard  to  loans  for  building  dams? — That  is  an 
awkw^ard  matter,  because  there  are  so  many  which  require  an 
Engineer.  I  think  that  is  a  matter  which  really  should  be  left  to 
the  Engineer  to  decide  whether  it  is  a  paying  scheme  or  not. 

2295.  I  was  not  referring  to  big  schemes"  Supposing  a  farmer 
wants  to  build  a  dam  costing  £300  or  £400,  how  would  you  assist 
him  i—l  think  they  are  too  risky  altogether. 

2296.  You  think  boring  safer? — Y^es. 

2297.  Can  you  tell  us  any  districts  which  have  been  improved 
in  value  through  boring?— According  to  all  accounts,  the  value  of 
land  in  the  Cradock  district  has  been  enhanced  enormously. 

2298.  There  is  no  doubt  about  lioring  being  of  great  value  for 
stock? — I  am  quite  sure  of  that. 

2299.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  From  your  experience  of  the  countiy,  do 
you  think  there  would  be  any  objection  to  the  Goveri'nment  taking 
a  first  annual  charge  to  cover  the  principal  and  interest  on  a  farm 
for  which  they  had  advanced  monev  for  reproductive  works,  such 
as  irigation?— I  do  not  think  there  would  be  anv  difficulty,  and  I 
think  Government  would  have  the  right  to  have"  first  claim. 

2300.  You  consider  that  even  if  the  existing  mortgagee  would 
foreclose,  plenty  of  other  people  would  come  fcn-ward  in  con- 
sequence of  the  enhanced  value  of  the  farm?— Y^es. 

2301.  What  sort  of  interest  do  the  farmers  have  to  pay  at  the 
present  time?— They  are  paying  from  six  to  seven  per  cent."  on  first 
mortgage  bonds.    After  that  they  are  very  often  higher. 

2302.  And  if  they  want  small  loans  from  private  individuals? 

They  would  i)rol)aly  have  to  pay  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent. 

2303.  So  the  farmer  is  really  stopped  from  developing  his  land, 
owing  to  want  of  capital,  and  owing  to  the  difficultv  of'obtaining 
more  as  his  farm  is  mortgaged  ?—Y'es,  there  are  manv  in  Dordrechl 
and  Barkly  districts  who  are  so  heavily  mortgaged  that  their 
owners  cannot  improve  them.  Thev  have  not  the  capital  and  thev 
cannot  get  it. 

q2 


2304.  You  l)elievL'  if  the  Government  were  to  advance  money 
to  these  men  for  reproductive  works  it  would  immensely  improve 
their  position? — Yes,  and  it  would  further  so  help  them  that  in 
time  he  could  benefit  himself.  At  present  everything  is  going  to 
wrack  and  ruin  throughout  the  country. 

2305.  You  think  the  farmers  are  anxious  to  improve  their  pro- 
perties if  they  have  the  chance  ? — Yes. 

2306.  Mr.  Oosthnisen.]  What  is  preventing  you  from  growing 
more  stuf¥? — Want  of  rain. 

2307.  Therefore  you  can  only  increase  your  production  by  the 
conservation  of  water,  or  by  boring  ( — That  is  so.  If  we  could 
conserve  water,  and  bore,  it  will  l)e  the  only  way  to  help  the  far- 
mers. There  are  certain  times  of  the  season  during  which  volumes 
of  rain  fall,  and  there  are  no  means  of  preventing  it  running  away. 
The  country  is  getting  drier  and  worse  every  season. 

2308.  If  we  have  this  Local  Agricultural  Committee  in  each  dis- 
ti'ict,  do  you  think  the  people  would  be  opposed  as  a  community 
to  their  levying  a  small  agricultural  rat<?  on  their  farms,  and  then 
the  Government  conti'ibuting  on  the  £  for  £  principle,  so  as  to  en- 
able this  Committee  to  lend  out  the  money  to  farmers  for  various 
smaller  works? — No,  I  do  not  see  how  you  are  going  to  tax  the 
farmers  for  some  years  to  come,  and  it  is  not  likely  the  farmer  will 
go  on  the  £  for  £  principle. 

2309.  Would  individual  farmers  not,  if  Government  ottered  to 
improve  their  property? — If  the  man  is  able,  it  would  be  in  his 
own  interest,  and  he  would  push  it  ahead,  but  there  are  so  many 
who  cannot  do  it,  and  will  not  do  it,  even  if  Government  meets 
them  half  way. 

2310.  How  are  you  going  to  help  those  people  then? — You  will 
have  to  impose  an  indirect  tax. 

2311.  Say,  for  instance,  you  want  to  build  a  dam  which  would 
cost  £1,000,  and  you  go  to  the  Government  and  say,  "I  am  pre- 
pared to  pay  £500  if  you  will  give  me  £500,"  do  you  think  indivi- 
dual farmers  would  not  do  that? — There  may  be  individual  farmerR 
who  may  be  willing  to  do  that,  ])ut  I  do  not  think  many. 

2312.  But  this  money  Government  gives  is  to  l)e  a  gift? — In  that 
case,  I  think  they  would  do  it. 

2313.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.']  Supposing  now  instead  of  Government 
giving  £500,  and  you  leaving  down  £500,  the  Government  were  to 
say  you  can  borrow  £1,000,  and  the  Government  will  allow  you 
half  the  interest.  Do  you  think  that  will  help  to  stimulate  them 
to  go  in  for  anything  of  this  Ivind  ? — It  seems  to  me  the  farmer 
is  very  afraid  oif  debt. 

2314.  If  tlie  aid  that  the  Government  gives  should  l)e  that  they 
allow  them  t  for  £  on  the  interest,  do  you  tliink  thai  that  would 
stimulate  them? — I  do  not  Ihiidv  it  would  help  in  this  country 
Wliat  thev  wan!  is  more  encouragement  in  the  way  of  opening  \\\) 
the  country.  1  would  open  U]>  in  every  dii'ection  if  it  cost  a  million 
of  money. 

2315.  You  think  Government  should  do  this  ? — I  say  Govern- 
ment should  try  aiul  gradually  o|)en  u))  all  the  1)a('k  counlry. 

2316.  At  Government  expense?  Yes,  and  1  (liink  nou  will  find 
that  by  opening  up  the  Colony  what  a  marvellous  counlry  it  is. 

2317.  How  could  you  o))en  it  up  at  Government  expense  if 
madi'  on  ijrivate  L;roinuls?-  The  work  on  private  ground  should  be 
done  out  of  the  Siid^ing  Fund. 

2318.  Mr.  Oo-'tthviseii.^  Sav  vou    hnve    this   locnl    bodv    in    each 
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Fiscal  Division,  and  the  farmer  should  go  to  llieni  for  a  loan  oh 
his  farm,  but  it  is  so  heavily  mortgaged  that  there  would  be  no 
security,  would  this  Board  then  have  the  right  to  levy  a  vnie  on 
his  farm  just  like  a  road  rate  ?  Do  you  think  the  farmers  would 
hi-  willing  to  j)ay  a  rale  on  their  farms  for  any  loan  they  get  ^— Yes, 
I  think  so,  if  they  could  benefit  by  getting  \vater.  1  have  been 
through  I  his  dry  country,  and  I  have  heard  men  say,  '"If  1  only 
had  a  bore-hole,  1  should  have  saved  my  sheep."  If  you  only  save 
ton  or  twelve  hamels  a  year,  it  will  pay  a  man  for  a  drill-hole,  which 
would  cost  £100. 

2;]19.  Then  they  need  not  mortgage  their  farms  1 — No. 

2020.  You  are  in  favour  of  this  Local  Committee  giving  money 
to  a  farmer  to  improve  his  properly  ? — ^Yes,  certainly.  I  would 
allow  him  to  apply  it  to  any  improvement  and  reproductive  work 
on  his  farm. 

Henry  Percy  Gordon,  examined. 

2021.  Chairman.]  What  is  your  position? — I  am  .Secretary  to  the 
United  Provident  Association,  but  I  have  had  twenty  years'  experi- 
ence in  sheep  and  cattle  farming  in  Australia,  and  I  was  Chairman 
of  Directors  of  a  Co-operative  Butter  Factory  for  some  years. 

2322.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  systems  under  Avhich 
Agricultural  Departments  in  other  countries  are  worked?  If  so, 
do  you  consider  the  application  of  any  of  these  systems  would  be  to 
the  advantage  of  the  farming  community  of  this  Colony? — I  have 
a  knowledge  of  what  is  l)eing  done  m  California  and  in  the  Austra- 
lian colonies  and  New  Zealand.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  Gov- 
ernment intends  to  create  a  new  departure  in  the  direction  in 
Avhich  this  Commission  is  moving  that  unless  you  can  make  the 
lands  accessible  to  men  of  moderate  means  who  are  in  quest  of 
farm  lands,  you  Avill  not  make  your  Conunission  a  success.  I  know 
of  cases  in  which  men  have  come  here  from  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  with  a  moderate  amount  of  capital  and  who  have  tried  to 
get  land  here  and  have  failed.  I  know  of  a  man  representing  a 
small  syndicate  who  saw  Sir  John  Frost,  the  then  Secretary  for 
Agriculture,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  suitable  land  for  farming 
purposes,  and  he  was  told  the  only  available  land  was  in  Bechu- 
analand. 

2o2o.  Ur.  Abrahamson.]  I  suppose  you  mean  cheap  land?- — Of 
course  they  did  not  want  to  go  into  the  interior.  Men  who  are  at 
all  familiar  with  modern  conditions  of  agriculture  want  to  get  as 
close  to  a  railway  as  possible.  At  the  present  time  there  are  no 
lands  suitable  for  (cultivation  available  to  men  who  are  looking  out 
for  it,  and  whereas  in  probably  hundreds  and  thousands  of  in- 
stances farmers  from  Europe,  America,  and  elsewhere  could  be 
attracted  here  if  we  placed  within  their  reach  reasonable  opportu- 
nities for  securing  land  suitable  for  high  cultivation,  as  it  is  they 
are  now  drifting  to  othei-  parts  of  the  world.  AMiat  they  are  doing 
in  Australia  is  this: — In  New  Zealand  some  years  ago  the  Govern- 
ment decided  to  set  aside  £250,000  a  year  for  the  purchase  of  lands 
held  by  individuals  and  then  sulvilivided  them  into  small  lots  and 
put  them  up  to  public  auction.  That  venture  was  so  successful 
that  the  amount  has  recently  been  increased  to  half  a  million  a 
year,  and  within  nine  years  of  that  scheme  New  Zealand  has  been 
able  to  settle  2,033  farmers  upon  the  soil.  Its  success  is  so  mani- 
fest that  New  South  Wales,  which  has  something  like  148,000,000 
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acres  of  unoccupied  Crown  lands,  has  in  recent  years  provided  more 
than  £300,000  a  year  towards  the  same  purposes.  Victoria  is  also 
spending  £300,000  a  rear  ;  Queensland,  i:  100,000  ;  South  Australia, 
£200,000,  and  Western  Australia,  with  a  population  of  only  250,000 
people,  has  spent  £100,000  a  year  on  buying  back  lands  close  to  the 
sea  to  use  for  the  purposes  of  closer  settlement.  I  have  here  a 
speech  made  recently  by  Mr.  Jenkins  on  this  closer  settlement 
scheme  in  Victoria.  ^  He  says  it  became  law  in  1898,  and  he  is 
speaking  at  the  earlier  part  of  this  year.  He  says :  "  On  the  five 
estates  a  total  of  £210,341  has  been  expended,  and  239  families  have 
been  established,  representing  a  population  of  about  930." 

2324.  Is  that  on  irrigable  land  ?— I  take  it  it  would  hv.  My 
idea  is  this  that  if  you  want  to  promote  and  develop  the  industry 
of  agriculture  in  this  country  that  now  that  it  is  contemplated  that 
Parliament  should  legislate  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of 
irrigation  schemes  here  that  the  State  in  every  instance  in  which 
it  proposes  to  irrigate  any  given  area  should  first  acquire  the  right 
of  resuming  all  the  lands  proposed  to  be  irrigated  :  that  having 
done  that  as  soon  as  the  irrigation  system  is  perfected  the  State 
should  sub-divide  these  lands  into  small  holdings  and  put  them  up 
to  auction  and  give  the  sale  publicity  not  only  here  but  in  the  prin- 
cipal towns  of  Europe  and  America  as  well.  If  you  did  that  and 
utilised  your  powers  in  this  form — if,  for  instance,  in  any  parti- 
cular locality  the  residents  ai^peal  to  Government  to  establish  irri- 
gation works  there  you  could  deal  with  these  persons  in  a 
voluntary  way  by  offering  terms  to  these  men  by  saying:  "We  are 
prepared  to  treat  with  you  if  you  treat  with  us.  You  shall  keep 
your  homestead  and  a  certain  number  of  acres,  the  rest  we  will 
take  over  at  market  price,  then  we  will  irigate  it  and  put  it  up  in 
email  holdings."  All  through  California  private  individuals  are 
doing  that,  and  land  Avhich  seems  nothing  l)ut  sandy  waste  is  being 
purchased  by  syndicates  at,  say,  12s.  6d.  an  acre  and  then  irrigated 
and  put  up  in  small  lioldings  of  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  acres, 
and  that  land  sells  as  high  as  from  £20  to  £30  and  even  £50  an  acre, 
if  supplied  with  a  permanent  water  supply.  Now  it  seems  to  me 
the  same  thing  could  be  done  here,  and  if  you  really  want  to  in- 
crease the  ])roducing  capacities  of  the  soil  that  seems  to  me  the  bet- 
ter plan,  l)ecause  it  the  State  is  asked  to  expend  State  moneys  it  is 
to  the  interest  of  the  State  to  have  the  control,  and  if  the  purposes 
of  this  Commission  l)e  primarily  to  promote  ihv  interests  of  agricul- 
ture then  it  should  be  seen  that  the  interests  of  agriculture  are  flrst 
served  and  the  interests  of  individual  landowners  of  secondary 
consideration.  I  have  had  a  number  of  hand-books  sent  to  me 
recently  from  California  which  this  Commission  may  keep  if  they 
should  })e  of  any  use.  They  show-  what  is  being  done  in  California 
with  regard  to  agriculture.  In  every  local  centre  Ihei'c  a  nuiiil)er 
of  business  men  and  re})resentative  farmers  get  together  antl  (onn 
themselves  into  something  which  they  may  call  a  Board  of  Trade 
or  Chand)er  of  Commerce,  and  they  colk'ct  all  the  information  tb(\v 
can,  giving  local  statistics  as  to  rainfall,  the  quality  of  the  soil,  the 
possil)ilities  of  irrigating  it,  the  productiveness  of  that  particular 
district,  and  these  are  sent  to  a  central  committcH-  in  San  Francisco 
and  are  then  .sent  to  dilferent  ])arts  of  the  world.  This  eonimittee 
publishes  a  magazine  showing  what  is  I)eing  done.  It  shows  what 
they  are  doing  with  regard  to  the  scheme  I  have  jusi  l)een  talking 
about — Ijuying  u])  ])ortions  of  land,  irrigating  them  and  dividing 
Iheni  into  small  holdings  and  then  putting  them  up  for  sale. 
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2o25.  Are-  these  schemes  paying  i! — Some  are  and  some  are  not, 
bocaus(>  the  men  have  i)aid  such  large  sums  for  the  hincl.  They 
pay  as  much  as  £(50  an  acre  for  irrigabh'  land  and  they  cannot 
make  fruit-farming  pay  under  those  circumstances.  You  will  find 
cases  of  large  townships  with  from  4,000  to  0,000  peoi)]e  which  have 
grown  up  entii'ely  supported  by  agri(;ulture,  the  land  of  which 
originally  was  practically  a  wilderness  capable  of  growing  nothing. 

2320.  Mr.  Abra/iamson.}  Do  you  know  whether  the  system  of 
the  State  buying  land  and  then  selling  it  to  Europeans  and  intend- 
ing settlers  is  in  vogue  in  South  Africa? — No,  I  do  not. 

2327.  You  are  not  aware  that  it  is  being  done  by  the  Govern- 
jnents  of  the  other  Colonies  f — Not  in  South  Africa. 

2328.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  has  been  a  success? — In  New 
Zealand  and  Australia  it  has  been. 

2329.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  value  of  land  here  for 
agricultural  purposes? — No,  only  from  what  I  have  read  and  from 
discussions  I  have  had. 

2330.  You  do  not  know  how  it  compares  with  land  in  Aus- 
tralia ? — Along  the  ocast  in  the  Illawarra  district,  land  has  sold  as 
high  as  £37  an  acre  for  co-operative  dairying,  l)ut  there  they  grow 
fodder  and  lucerne  for  winter  food. 

2331.  Y^ou  are  not  acquainted  with  any  similar  land  in  this 
country '? — No. 

2332.  You  do  not  know  the  Oudtshoorn  district,  and  you  are 
not  aware  that  land  sells  there  at  £100  an  acre? — 1  believe  so. 

2333.  On  Sunday's  liiver,  Port  Elizabeth,  similar  land  exists? — 
I  believe  so. 

2334.  For  schemes  such  as  you  now  mention  you  would  require 
land  that  is  capal)le  of  improvement  to  that  extent?  You  do  not 
think  the  Government  would  Ije  al)le  to  buy  lands  and  sell  it  at  such 
a  price  unless  capable  of  improvement '. — 1  would  not  pick  out 
isolated  instances.  1  have  been  told  that  there  are  thousands  of 
acres  in  the  Western  Province  which  will  grow  anything,  and  of 
which  only  a  few  acres  have  been  scratched. 

2335.  From  your  personal  knowledge  you  do  not  know  whether 
that  really  is  so  ( — No.     I  do  not. 

2330.  You  do  not  know^  whether  the  soil  would  require  stimu- 
lating before  anything  will  grow?^I  should  say  the  rainfall  in  the 
Western  Province  is  very  much  higher  than  over  the  portion  of 
New  South  Wales,  which  was  given  up  to  sheep  and  cattle  grazing 
and  where  they  are  now  going  in  for  some  form  of  co-operative 
enterprise  in  agriculture,  chiefly  fruit  culture,  butter  factories  and 
creameries. 

2337.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Rhodes'  fruit  farms  f — No,  but  1  have 
read  a  lot  about  them.  In  California  the  farmers  are  giving  up 
cereal  crops  in  certain  places  because  they  find  they  cannot  make 
more  than  12s.  Gd.  to  l7s.  an  acre  out  of  wheat,  whereas  Iheir  profits 
are  very  much  larger  from  vegetables  and  co-operative  tlairying 
There  of  course  they  do  not  depend  on  local  trade.  They  have  can 
ning  factories  and  they  })roduce  for  e.\[)ort  and  their  market  i.'- 
I)ractically  three  thousand  miles  away. 

2338.  Does  Government  do  anvthingf — Nothing. 

2339.  Does  not  the  Government  give  some  help  in  AusUalia  .'- 
T):py  had  something  of  this  kind: — When  they  were  starting  the 
butter  industry  there    they     had    a     travelling  dairy  which  went 
around  the  country  showing  the  Danish  and  Swedish    methods    of 
dairying,  and  in  Victoria  thev  give  a  bonus  for  butter;  but  in  New 
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South  Wales  the  Governiueiit  has  not  helped  at  all  excepting  to 
this  extent  that  after  a  season  of  drought  the  Government  would 
advance  seed  wheat. 

2340.  Mr.  Owen- Lewis.]  Your  suggestion  is  that  the  State 
should  acquire  irrigable  land,  place  it  under  irrigation,  and  then 
sell  it  by  auction,  and  that  a  notice  shoukl  be  published  all  over 
the  world  saying  when  this  sale  would  take  place? — Yes. 

2341.  Do  you  propose  that  the  State  should  expropriate  this 
land? — I  would  not  go  that  length  in  the  first  instance.  In  New 
Zealand  they  have  the  power  to  expropriate,  but  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  do  so  in  a  few  cases  only.  In  New  South  Wales  they 
passed  a  Bill  for  expropriation  which  however  was  thrown  out  by 
the  Upper  House. 

2342.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Is  that  land  around  the  big  towns  only  ( 
— It  is  close  to  the  sea  l)oard.  A  man  who  has  less  than  1,000  acres 
is  exempt. 

2343.  Chairman.']  iH^u  said  that  people  who  came  out  here  for 
agricultural  purposes  could  not  find  available  land.  Do  you  mean 
they  could  not  find  available  land,  or  was  the  purchasing  price  too 
liigh  i — The  people  I  referred  to  represented  a  capital  of  £32,000, 
and  they  wanted  land  close  to  a  market,  and  the  only  land  they 
could  get  on  anvthino  like  advantasreous  terms  was  in  Bechuana- 
land. 

2344.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be:  (1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  upon  .schemes  suljmitted  to  them? — It  seems  to  me 
that  in  this  scheme  you  practically  are  nationalising  the  industry 
of  agriculture  without  conferring  on  the  State  any  proprietary  in- 
vay  that  the  present  landowner  will  get  more  than  his  share  of 
terest ;  in  other  words,  you  are  going  to  boom  agriculture  in  such  a 
benefit,  whereas  the  men  who  perhaps  are  now  landless  l)ut  wlio  are 
in  .search  of  lands  will  be  practically  shut  out,  l)ecause  if  this 
scheme  is  a  success  it  seems  to  me  it  will  enormously  increase  the 
value  of  agricultural  lands  in  this  country. 

2345.  Wliy  f — For  this  reason,  that  you  are  going  to  offer  cer- 
tain benefits  to  the  industry  of  agriculture  Avhich  would  make  it 
a  success  as  an  industry.  Then  it  seems  that  you  have  in  mind  the 
j)ossilnlity  of  the  State  i)artially  financing  this  Council.  If  the 
State  is  going  to  take  on  itself  this  function  then  the  State  should 
hold  a  colli  rolling  interest  in  the  constitution  of  the  [)r()p()sed 
Board,  whereas  it  is  projjosed  that  only  nine  members  should  be 
nominated  by  Government  and  eighteen  by  the  different  localities. 

234(i.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  l)e  more  desirable  for  the 
meml)ers  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  be  electetl  by  (1)  Commit- 
tees of  Agriculture,  which  should  be  formed  in  each  Fiscal  Division 
and  el(>cted  by  the  landowners  in  each  NN'ard;  or  (2)  that  they 
should  be  elected  l»_\'  the  rat(>payeis  of  each  Fiscal  Division? — In 
my  opinion  the  system  of  election  by  Local  Committees  is  the 
closest  ap])r()ximaf ion  to  ])erfection  that  you  can  get;  but  there  is 
always  this  risk,  that  if  your  local  representatives  are  men  who  are 
wedded  to  ol)S()lete  metJiods  th(Mi  their  i)resence  on  the  Council  is 
more  likely  to  retard  than  ])romote  the  interests  of  agriculture. 

2347.  Would  your  Board  of  Agriculture  be  nominated  or 
elected?— Half  and  half.     If  the  State  is  to  exercise  paternal  func- 
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tions  the  ii<ilil  of  Government  to  nominate  members  shonld  be  co- 
ordinate wilh  the  righl  of  localities  to  elect,  othei'wise  there  is  a 
danger  of  their  abusing  their  powers.  I  take  it  the  object  of  this 
Commission  is  to  reorganise  the  methods  of  industries  as  ap])lied 
;o  agriculture  in  this  country;  if  that  l)e  so  then  this  J3oard  of  Agri- 
culture should  l)e  so  constituted  as  to  be  capable  of  exercising  a 
distinct  educative  influence,  Ijecause  I  judge  by  results.  Here  you 
have  loO.OOO.OOO  acres  of  land  in  this  C(dony  held  1»\-  individuals 
and  from  that  vast  area  they  are  not  gi'owing  enough  foodstulfs  to 
supply  half  a  million  of  peo])le.  You  practically  have  no  form  of 
co-operative  enterprise  as  applied  to  agriculture  at  all.  In  Aus- 
tralia they  have  more  than  2,000  butter  factories  representing  a 
(!apital  of  about  £2,500,000,  and  last  year  they  exported  butter  to 
the  value  of  £3,000,000,  whereas  twenty  years  ago  the  milk  was  be- 
ing thrown  to  the  pigs.  From  what  I  have  heard  since  I  have  been 
here  I  am  satisfietl  that  this  country  has  all  the  capabilities  and 
resources  essential  to  a  coperative  tlairying  industry  on  exactly  the 
same  lines  as  they  have  in  Australia. 

2348.  Do  you  think  the  Local  Committee  might  have  an  idea 
that  it  would  be  a  hindrance  in  the  work  of  developing  the  re- 
sources of  the  districts — Not  intentionally,  l)ut  some  question 
might  arise  with  reference  to  increasing  pi'oduction  in  one  i)arti- 
eular  direction  or  form,  and  one  meml)er  might  say,  if  we  do  this 
we  shall  over-produce  this  particular  conunodity.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  however,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  over-production  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil.  Twenty  years  ago  Australians  held  the  vicAV  that 
j)revails  here;  they  were  afraid  of  over-])roducing  because  they 
could  not  get  the  price  for  it  on  the  market  to  make  it  pay.  They 
feared  that  if  they  grew  more,  the  perils  of  over-production  would 
be  enhanced,  whereas  it  is  proved  that  the  more  you  ]jroduce  under 
proper  conditions  the  l)etter  it  is.  Where  you  have  bodies  of  per- 
sons brought  together  by  community  of  interests,  and  they  are  pro- 
ducing under  conrlitions  in  which  they  can  expand  their  export 
trade,  over-production  is  practically  impossible. 

2349.  Do  I  understand  that  it  might  also  occur  in  this  Colony 
that  agricultural  farmers  might  not  favour  the  development  of  the 
country's  resources  Ijecause  they  fear  over-production? — No,  but  it 
may  be  that  some  individual  farmer  who  pressed  such  a  view  ou 
the  Committee  might  be  moved  by  that  fear. 

2350.  .17/'.  Oosthuisen.]  Do  the  countries  you  mention,  Australia 
and  California,  sufTer  from  drawbacks  in  the  shape  of  locusts  and 
drought? — Yes.    Australia  is  a  drier  country  than  this. 

2351.  Do  you  mean  the  districts  where  those  dairies  are  estal)- 
lislied,  or  only  certain  parts  of  them  f — In  certain  parts  along  the 
coast  they  get  coastal  rains,  but  120  nules  from  the  coast  there  is  a 
drought-iniV'cted  area.  The  ])articular  dairy  I  was  going  to  speak 
of  we  started  wilh  a  capital  of  £1,500.  We  got  30  odd  farmers  to 
agree  to  supply  millc  and  l)utter  for  three  years.  The  produce  had 
to  he  carried  by  wagon  or  Iniggy  33  miles  at  night  time  to  a  rail- 
wav,  and  then  had  to  be  conveyetl  150  miles  by  rail  to  Sydney. 

2352.  How  did  you  manage  during  the  drought '.  How  did 
they  feed  their  cattle? — They  made  little  dams  of  their  own  and  put 
in  winter  finxl,  but  when  the  drought  was  unusually  severe  they 
could  do  nothing.  We  have  had  a  great  deal  preached  to  us  about 
the  merits  and  benefits  of  co-operation.  Under  the  scheme  I  am 
discussing,  supposing  a  man  occupied  2,000  acres  of  ground,  and 
is  in  an  isolated  situation,  he  might  not  he  able  to  achieve  much, 
but  if  his  land  were    divided    u])    in    such  a  wa>-  that  it  could  be 
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properly  irrigated  and  worked  by  30  other  men,  community  of  in- 
terest would  enable  them  to  embark  ui)on  some  form  of  co  opera- 
tive enterprise,  rendering  them  capable  of  accomplishing  what  a 
single  man  could  not  do.  The  consequence  is  that  if  you  give  the 
original  holder  of  that  land  the  right  to  retain  his  homestead 
and  a  certain  nundjer  of  acres,  his  lands  would  increase  in  value, 
owing  lo  what  is  being  done  around  him  by  his  30  neighljours,  by 
as  much  as  what  the  farm  originally  cost  him. 

2353.  Mr.  Abra/tcmison.]  Possibly  you  do  not  know  that  up- 
country  farms  are  given  out  to  natives  on  somewhat  similar  terms, 
on  the  share  system?  A  man  may  have  a  farm  in  the  Conquered 
Territory,  where  he  can  irrigate  and  sow,  and  if  he  has  a  large  area 
of  arable  land  he  gives  it  out  to  natives  on  shares.  These  get  in 
the  seed  and  have  to  do  the  Avork  and  they  share  in  the  profits? — 
Tluit  would  b(>  jirincipally  mealie  cultivation.  What  T  have  in  my 
mind  is  [)rincipally  the  fruit-growing  and  dairy  industry.  You 
cannot  give  a  high  price  for  land  if  you  grow  cereal  crops,  but  you 
can  do  so  if  you  grow  fruit,  and  vegetables  and  run  a  co-operative 
daily. 

■Tohann  Bestendig  de  hi  Harpe,  examined. 

'2o5i.  (  /ininiiaii.]  What  are  you? — I  am  a  farmer  in  the  Orange 
River  Colony,  and  1  have  also  had  large  experience  of  machinery 
and  milling,  both  by  steam  and  water. 

2355.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Native  Commission '. — Yes,  and 
have  been  a  member  for  the  last  eighteen  months. 

2356.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  ail  parts  of  the  Colom-,  the  duties  of  such  Council  to 
be  {^i)  to  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricullural  interests 
of  the  country,  and  (2)  lo  consider  and  report  lo  a  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture upon  schemes  sul)mitted  to  themf — I  am  in  fax^our  of  that 
proposal. 

2357.  Do  you  believe  in  Local  Committees  of  Agriculture  to  be 
formed  in  each  i^iscal  Division!' — I  do,  but  I  believe  they  should  be 
elected,  not  nominated:  as  few  as  possible  should  b(>  nominated, 
and  the  right  of  election  should  not  rest  with  tlu'  ratepayers  but 
with  the  landowners  and  farmers,  all  who  are  practically  in- 
terested in  agriculture. 

2358.  Mr.  (Hven- Lewis ?\  Do  you  generally  approve  of  the  scheme 
set  forth  in  the  Government  Memorandum? — I  do. 

2359.  Do  you  approve  of  the  suggestion  that  there  should  be  a 
Local  Commiilee  in  each  Fiscal  Division  .'—"-Yes. 

2360.  And  that  this  Committee  should  l)e  com[)oscd  of  nu'm 
hers  elected  t)y  the  landowners  in  each  Wai'd? — Yes. 

236L  Also  that  this  Local  Commiilee  should  elect  one  of  its 
members  to  serve  on  the  Council  of  Agriculture? — Yes. 

2362.  Do  you  believe  Ihal  lh{'  establishment  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  would  advance  the  interests  of  the  farming  commu- 
nity?— Yes.  T  may  say  such  a  scheme  was  started  in  the  late 
Free  State  i)rior  to  the  war.  It  was  criticised,  but  of  course  one 
must  expect  criticism,  and  at  that  time  people  were  more  given  to 
studying  politics  than  agricultural  administration  or  industry. 

2363.  On  what  ijrincijile  \vas  that  Council  to  be  elected? — It 
was  only  just  started,  but  they  had  not  so  many  members.  T  do 
not  believe  in  ha\'ing  too  many.     You  want  practical  men,  but  un- 
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fortunateiy  the  best  men  cannot  always  be  procured.  The  man 
e))gagecl  in  groat  undertakings  cannot  aflord  the  time.  A  gn^at 
deal  of  time  must  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  men  who  accept  the 
responsibilities  of  this  office.  Up-country  we  have  able  and  ex- 
perienced men. 

2364.  You  believe  if  would  he  a  good  thing  to  organise  the 
farming  community   throughout   the  Colony  f — Certainly. 

2o65.  And  that  the  establishment  of  these  Local  Committees 
would  tend  to  organise  the  farmers  ?— Yes.  They  could  bring  for- 
ward iheir  grievances  and  state  what  they  thought  l^est  for  the 
general  good.  The  more  you  come  to  study  these  things  the  more 
jjracticaf  is  your  insight  into  them.  It  will  l)e  slow  and  tedious 
work  at  the  commencement,  but  it  will  always  im})rove.  1  iaiow 
it  from  the  experience  I  have  gained  while  a  member  of  the  Native 
Commission.  I  have  always  thought  the  farming  community  has 
been  too  much  neglected.  They  have  not  been  protected  like  those 
engaged  in  the  diamond  and  gold  industries.  The  farmer  is  not 
protected,  and  the  Gouncil  of  Agriculture  will  serve  to  ventilate 
their  grievances  and  advance  their  interests. 

2366.  And  you  believe  in  this  big  Council,  which  would  con- 
tain representatives  from  every  Fiscal  Division,  and  would  meet 
once  or  twice  a  year  to  consult  on  all  questions  aft'ecting  the  agri- 
eultural  interests  of  the  country,  and  to  report  to  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture?—Yes.  I  think  at  the  outset  it  might  be  advisable  for  the 
Council  to  meet  as  often  as  twice  a  year,  but  later  on  once  a  year 
ought  to  be  ample,  as  it  will  be  in  full  working  order. 

"  236/.  3Ir.  Oosthaisen.]  Do  you  think  that  this  Local  Committee 
should  consist  of  one  representative  of  each  Field-cornetcy ;  would 
that  be  enough,  or  would  you  recommend  two? — I  would  not  have 
too  many. 

2368.  Do  you  think  the  ])eople  who  elect  them  should  meet 
once  or  twice  a  year  to  discuss  things  in  general? — I  think  so. 

2369.  What  "would  you  think  to  be  the  best  means  of  electing 
them — by  popular  vote  "of  the  whole  Division,  or  in  each  Field-cor- 
netcy I — i  always  go  by  the  poi)ular  vote,  l:)ut  in  this  case  I  would 
confine  it  to  the  popular  vote  of  the  landowners  and  the  tenant 
farmers. 

2370.  Would  you  include  "  By woners  "  ? — I  do  not  wish  to  be 
loo  personal,  but  the  majority  of  "  Bywoners  "  have  a  lot  of  theory 
lo  teach  the  practical  man,  but  they  are  not  the  right  class  with 
whom  to  entrust  this  duty  of  election.  I  have  had  to  do  with  such 
men,  and  I  would  rather  exclude  them. 

237L  Are  you  convinced  from  your  experience  that  if  w(>  could 
bring  any  scheme  of  this  nature  into  operation  it  would  I)e  to  the 
benefit  of  the  farming  cominunity? — Certainly,  I  repeat  that  the 
farming  community  has  been  loo  long  neglected. 

2372.  Do  you  think  the  Civil  Commissioner  or  Magistrate 
should  act  as  Chairman  of  these  Local  Committees  ex-officiol — I  do 
not  know.  I  do  not  think  Magistrates  know  very  much.  With 
very  few  exceptions  they  are  only  too  glad  when  their  office  hours 
are  over. 

2373.  Mr.  Our  >i- Lew  is.]  Would  not  the  presence  of  the  Civil 
Commissioner  in  the  chair  at  the  meetings  of  these  Local  Commit- 
tees lend  to  keep  politics  outside  of  the  discussions? — I  do  not 
know.  My  opinion  is  that  the  officials  should  be  kept  out  as  much 
as  possible.     Y^ou  want  practical  men. 

2374.  Mr.  Ahrahain.^on.]  Have  you  got  an  Agricultural  Depart- 
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iiienl  in  the  Orange  River  Colony?— Nol  now.  There  is  something 
done  for  agriculture,  but  it  is  not  on  a  proper  basis  yet.  The  inten- 
tion is  to  organise  the  industry ;  our  Lieutenant-Governor  is  very 
much  interested  in  the  farming  community. 

2375.  Do  you  think  it  is  likely  you  will  have  a  similar  scheme, 
say  an  Advisory  Board  of  practical  farmers,  attached  to  your  De- 
partment of  Agriculture? — I  think  so. 

2376.  Would  you  advocate  that; — Oh,  yes. 

2377.  We  have  an  Agricultural  Department  here,  consisting  of 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  the  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture, 
and  all  the  Government  officials.  It  is  suggested  that  the  farmers 
in  tile  Colony  should  have  the  right  to  elect  a  section  of  an  Ad- 
visory Board,  consisting  of  18  or  27  or  some  other  number  of  mem- 
bers; two-thirds  to  be  elected  by  the  farmers  of  the  country  and 
one-third  nominated  by  the  Government.  This  Board  will  investi- 
gate all  schemes  that  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  farmers,  and  will  also 
have  a  voice  in  framing  the  Estimates  for  Parliament  and  spend- 
mg  money  voted  by  Parliament.  Do  you  think  such  a  scheme 
Avonld  work  satisfactorily  ? — Yes.  You  can  do  with  some  nomi- 
nated officials  who  know  something  about  these  things,  and  I  know 
you  have  some  who  do.  I  was  a  subscriber  to  the  "  Agricultural 
Journal  "  for  many  years  before  the  war.  It  was  sent  up  gratis  to 
the  then  Free  State,  but  I  got  it  direct  as  a  suljscriber. 

2378.  You  have  three  different  schemes  or  methods  before  you, 
marked  A,  B,  antl  C,  1)y  either  of  which  it  is  proposed  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  render  financial  aid  to  the  farming  community. 
What  is  your  oi)inion  of  these  proposals? — I  think  in  most  cases  it 
is  easier  for  the  farmer  to  meet  the  Divisional  Council  and  make  ar- 
rangements with  that  body.  If  the  necessary  powers  were  con- 
ferred upon  Divisional  Councils  it  would  he  far  l)etter  for  the 
farmer.  The  supposition  is  that  members  of  a  Divisional  Coimcil 
must  be  popular  in  their  district,  and  it  makes  it  very  awkward  for 
farmers  to  have  to  apply  to  Government  headquarters. 

2379.  Have  you  uivisiunal  Councils  in  the  Orange  River 
Colony? — No;  but  I  am  acquainted  with  their  working  both  in  this 
Colony  and  in  the  former  Free  State.  We  had  Divisional  Councils 
previously  in  that  |)ai1  of  South  Africa.  I  was  a  mend)er  for  my 
district,  Init  threw  it  up  l)ecause  the  Government  at  Bloemfontein 
did  not  give  us  authority  to  spend  a  shilling. 

2380.  You  will  notice  that  under  "  B  "'  the  proposal  is  to  giv<-! 
financial  assistance  l)y  the  grant  of  loans  on  the  £  for  £  principle  to 
Agricultural  Associations  or  individual  farmers,  or  as  set  forth 
under  "  C,"  that  the  Govei'nment  should  contril)ute  on  the  £  for  £ 
principle,  or  amounts  raised  b\-  Divisional  Councils  by  means  of  a 
special  agricultural  rate,  levied  to  promote  the  agricultural  re- 
sources of  the  district.  Wliat  is  youi'  opinion  of  tliese  alternative 
proposals? — They  aic  beyond  my  comprehension;  I  cannot  give  a 
clear  opinion. 

2381.  Ai'e  you  in  faxour  of  the  Government  assisting  fjirmers 
on  the  £  for  £  ))iincipl(>?- That  would  l)e  a  good  thing,  but  it  must 
he  under  strict  su])ervision. 

2382.  If  a  farmer  is  too  poor,  how  should  the  (iove)'nmeiit  help 
Jiim  to  imjji-ove  the  resources  of  his  farm?  I  would  nol  undertake 
it  at  first  on  a  large  scale.  I  would  do  it  on  a  sn);tll  scale  to  sec- 
how  it  works. 

23s3.  In  the  old  FrcM-  State  <lid  not  the  Government  assi.sl 
farmers  financially  ?— Not  at  all,  except  l)y  a  loan  of  money  on  first 
niorlL'auc  ;il  fl  ikm'  cenl.     It  is  Ihe  same  to-dav. 
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2384.  Is  there  a  Sinking  Fund  as  well  f— That  was  stopped 
fifteen  years  ago. 

2385.  Did  the  Government  do  it  on  any  large  scale?— A  fair 
proportion.  I  do  not  think  tlu^y  ever  lost  any  money,  except  on 
house  property  in  towns. 

2380.  Was  that  trust     money — the     Orphan     Fniid  '     ^'es,  and 
Ihev  never  lost  money  except  on  town  [)ro[)erties. 
'  2387.  Not  on  farms  ?— No. 

2388.  T  understand  the  system  was  a  Sinking  Fund  1)\-  which 
the  farmer  paid  <>  per  cent,  and  in  a  series  of  years  the  property 
bfecame  his  own.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  a  good  system  to 
adopt  with  respect  to  these  proj)Osed  hjans? — That  is  the  proper 
way  to  do  it.  I  myself  have  had  to  raise  money  from  the  banks, 
and  I  should  have  been  very  glad  if  the  banks  had  had  a  Sinking 
Fund. 

2389.  Do  you  approve  of  a  system  by  which  the  Government 
could  help  a  farmer  in  the  construction  of  a  dam  or  in  other  im- 
provements, lending  him  money  eithei'  u|)on  the  security  of  his 
farm  or  an  annual  charge  on  the  property  in  the  sha])e  of  quitrent, 
the  farmer  leaving  interest  and  to  tlu'  Sinking  Fund  f~  That  is  the 
verv  thing  that  should  be  done. 

2390.  Do  you  think  that  dam-building  is  a  necessity  for  far- 
mers in  this  country? — In  some  parts,  more  especially  for  stock- 
farmers,  l)ut  in  Cape  Colony  many  huge  dams  that  have  been  con- 
structed have  ju'oved  a  failure. 

2391.  But  what  about  the  smaller  farmers  in  the  Karoo? — It  is 
badly  wanted  in  the  Karoo,  where  there  are  many  suitable  places 
for  (lams.  The  part  I  come  from  is  not  suital)le  foi'  dam-making. 
Only  very  few  irrigate,  and  limitedly. 

2392.  Can  you  tell  us  anything  about  what  the  Orange  River 
Colony  are  doing  with  regard  to  tiuying  land  and  re-selling  it  to 
settlers? — They  are  not  buying  any  now.  Only  one  or  two  farms 
have  been  sold  lately.  I  was  instiumental  in  getting  one  of  these 
for  a  party,  l)ut  they  have  stopped  Imying  now.  Previously  they 
bought  largely  and  indiscriminately,  paying  big  prices  for  the 
farms;  bur  there  was  an  enormous  expense  attached  to  the  system; 
there  was  a  huge  machinery  connected  with  it,  and  a  large  staff 
of  ollficials  going  round  the  country,  inspecting  farms,  and  seeing 
what  the  people  were  doing. 

2393.  Do  you  think  it  would  lie  a  good  thing  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  buy  large  tracts  of  land  and  construct  irrigation  works; 
Then  cut  up  the  proi)erties  and  sell  them  to  .settlers? — I  do  not  think- 
so;  it  has  not  been  a  success  in  the  Orange  River  Colony  as  yet.  I 
said  it  would  not  work  from  the  first,  at  Ficksburg.  I  made  in 
quiries  and  found  the  Government  intended  to  cut  up  the  ground 
into  lots  of  500  and  600  juorgen,  which  has  been  done.  The  country 
is  not  like  this  Colony,  where  you  have  many  natives  going  about 
seeking  for  work.  In  the  Orange  River  Colony,  unless  you  have 
your  own  native  kraals,  and  these  natives  giving  their  service  in 
lieu  of  rent,  you  cannot  farm  properly.  On  these  small  lots  of  land 
there  is  no  room  for  these  natives.  Laliour  has  to  be  hired  from 
Basutoland,  and  in  reaping  time  the  natives  come  in  from  there  in 
hundreds,  but  at  other  times  labour  is  comparatively  scarce. 
Basutoland  is  a  rich  country,  and  I  am  better  off  than  the  majority 
of  farmers,  owing  to  my  situation,  but  in  a  general  way  this  system 
of  selling  small  allotments  to  settlers  will  never  answer.  One  or 
two  of  these  settlers  w^re  close  to  the  place  I  am  alluding  to,  and 
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thoy  went  in  for  stock  and  sheep.  The  men  were  stock-farmers 
from  New  Zealand  and  elsewhere.     Agricvilture  does  not  pay. 

2394.  Are  they  making  a  success  of  stock-farming? — I  do  not 
suppose  they. are  losing  as  much  as  from  agriculture,  which  did  not 
pay  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  labour.  You  must  have  natives 
living  on  the  land. 

2395.  Is  the  cost  of  labour  high? — Yes,  but  as  regards  natives 
living  on  the  land  I  do  not  pay  Ihem  wages  at  all,  for  farm  work, 
as  1  give  them  an  allowance  of  grazing  for  their  stock.  They  will 
not  go  to  a  small  place,  where  they  have  not  ample  room  for  their 
stock. 

239(j.  Do  you  think  the  settlement  of  Europeans  on  the  land  in 
this  country  will  be  attended  with  success? — No,  unless  you  get 
men  similar  to  the  German  settlers  in  British  Kaf¥raria,  who  were 
brought  out  under  quite  different  conditions.  The  wives  and 
children  as  well  as  the  men  worked  the  land,  but  the  offspring  of 
the.se  new  settlers  do  not  seem  to  work.  We  do  not  like  standing 
side  by  side  with  natives,  and  that  is  a  drawback. 

2397.  You  would  not  have  whites  and  blacks  working  to- 
gether?— No,  I  do  not  advocate  such  a  thing.  I  like  to  draw  th»' 
line. 

2398.  Then  it  is  only  the  class  of  immigrant  thai  wa.s  inlro- 
iluced  into  British  Kaffraria,  who  could  live  very  cheaply  and  work 
very  hard,  who  would  l)e  calculated  to  do  well  in  this  country? — I 
think  so.  A  few  Irish  and  Scotch  are  settled  in  our  part,  but  they 
become  discontented.  The  drawback  was  want  of  railway  com- 
munication. 

2399.  You  do  not  think  that,  genei'ally  speaking,  the  scheme 
has  been  a  success  hitherto? — I  do  not.  It  involves  great  expense 
and  no  satisfaction. 

2400.  If  the  Government  were  to  adequately  assist  the  farmers, 
financially,  in  the  way  we  have  been  discussing,  would  they  do 
belter  in  farming  than  they  have  hitherto  done? — There  are  a  few 
so-called  new  settlei's  close  to  me.  Colonial  people,  who  brought 
a  little  money  with  them.  One  of  these  has  a  larger  place,  and  he 
is  all  light,  like  ourselves,  and  doing  very  well.     But  the  500  and 

000  morgen  allotments  are  too  small.  What  is  wanted  is  a  mixed 
farm.  I  commenced  with  mixed  farming — pigs,  donkeys,  horses, 
sheep,  cattle,  and  everything  else.  I  may  state  that  I  recom- 
mended mixed  farming,  if  possible. 

2401.  Mr.  Oosthiiisen.]  From  your  extensive  experience  do  you 
tliink  that  the  farmers  of  this  country  are  able  to  increase,  appre- 
ciably, their  agricultural  ))vo(luction,  as  they  are  now  situated? — 
Yes,  they  can  do  so.    T  will  not  speak  so  much  of  the  Ci\])v  Colony. 

1  knew  parts  of  thr  Karoo  in  my  younger  days,  and  I  know  your 
soil  is  good,  but  you  (k)  not  get  the  same  rains  we  do  in  the  Orange 
River  Colony  and  some  pai'ts  of  the  Transvaal.  Mealies  especially 
can  be  grown  to  any  extent  in  our  part,  and  we  can  rely  upon  the 
summei'  rains.  Ft  is  only  our  winter  croj)s  that  we  cannot  rely 
upon. 

2402.  Have  these  small  settlements  had  aii\thing  to  do  with 
irrigation? — No  irrigation  whatever.  They  have  simply  small 
gardens,  that  is,  most  of  those  with  whom  1  am  ac(iuaintt'(l.  Tluu'e 
is  a  certain  amount  of  water,  l)ut  for  extensive  undertakings  they 
would  have  to  construct  large  and  costly  dams,  which  would  silt 
up  l)ecause  the  ground  is  very  sandy. 

2403.  Do  you  think  it  would  pay  t()  construct  large  irrigation 


works,  and  conserve  the  watei'  su[)})ly  in  order  to  grow  wheat? — 
Yes,  that  would  answer  in  some  districts.  In  places  I  have  seen 
between  where  I  am  living  and  the  Vaal  River,  for  instance.  The 
soil  has  a  good  bottom  and  dam  construction  is  easy.  You  have 
similar  ground  in  some  ])arts  of  the  Cape  Colony. 

2405.  Are  they  far  tlistant  from  a  market  ^-.Sonu'  of  llicin  arc 
in  Thal)a  'Nchu,  not  far  off,  and  (he  line  goes  through  their  country. 

24-06.  Is  it  good  land  f  -Ves,  l)Ut  not  as  good  as  the  district  I 
am  in;  it  is  not  as  moist.  Thc>'  ai'c  more  subject  to  droughts  than 
other  parts. 

2407.  Is  it  not  the  case  they  were  put  on  the  land  specially  to 
grow  vegetables  and  that  kind  of  produce,  and  the  reason  why 
they  cannot  make  it  pay  is  because  the  market  is  too  far  off?— They 
grow  vegetal)les,  I  daresay;  I  do  not  know  anything  al)out  that, 
but  a  man  cannot  grow  vegetables  and  ])e  an  agriculturist  on  a 
large  scale. 

2408.  If  they  were  settled  close  to  a  populous  centre,  do  you  not 
think  they  could  make  it  pay? — If  men  like  the  German  Settlers  of 
British  Kaff'raria  years  ago  were  settled  in  the  Thal)a  'Nchu  dis- 
trict, they  would  do  well.  They  are  not  too  far  off  a  market  like 
Bloemfontein.  The  class  of  men  wanted  are  those  who  would  take 
oft'  their  jackets  and  go  behind  the  plough  themselves. 

2409.  You  refer  to  the  peasant  class  of  farmer,  do  vou  not? — 
Yes. 

Ebenezer  Thomas  Anderson,  examined. 

2410.  Choi)- man.]  What  is  your  official  position  { — I  am  Civil 
Commissioner  and  Resitlent  Magistrate  of  Beaufort  West,  and  have 
been  a  Civil  Commissioner  for  fifteen  years. 

2411.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers  from  all  parts  of 
the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Covuicil  to  lie  (1)  to  consult  on  all 
questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  and 
(2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agriculture  u])on  schemes 
submitted  to  them? — I  am. 

2412.  Do  vou  a])prove  of  the  appointment  of  Committees  of 
Agriculture  in  each  Fiscal  Division  of  the  Colony  >. — To  some  ex- 
tent. I  do  not  think  it  is  altogether  advisable  to  have  too  many 
Boards.  The  Divisional  Council  should  be  utilised  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  perhaps  enlarged  and  strengthened  l)y  Government 
nominees  or  professional  men. 

2413.  Is  not  the  Divisional  Council  only  elected  for  road  admin- 
istration ? — It  would  require  an  amending  Act,  l)ut  T  deprecate  the 
multiplication  of  Boards. 

2414.  Would  you  not  like  men  voted  for  who  are  interested  in 
agriculture? — Most  of  the  mend)ers  of  Divisional  Councils  are  prac- 
tical farmers. 

2415.  Do  you  not  think  these  Committees  should  be  elected  l)y 
the  people  interested  in  the  farming  industry? — If  it  is  decided  to 
have  these  Committees  they  sliould  l)e  elected  l)y  the  landowners 
and  farmers. 

2416.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  so 
amend  the  Divisional  Council  Act  as  to  make  these  bodies  suffi- 
ciently representative  for  the  purpose  indicated  here? — I  think  so. 

2417.  Is  it  not  the  case  that,  as  a  rule.  Divisional  Councils  are 
not  very  popular  in  the  country? — I  think  the  l)est  men  are  elected, 
as  a  rule,    I  have  always  had  very  good  Divisional  Councils, 
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2418.  Have  you  never  found  jiolitics  enterino-  largely  int(j  Divi- 
sional Council  elections? — Yes,  in  some  districts. 

2419.  Would  it  be  advisable  to  eliminate  politics  as  much  as 
possible  from  this  scheme? — Yes,  I  think  so,  decidedly. 

2420.  If  these  elections  were  left  to  the  landowners  and  farmers 
would  that  not  largely  eliminate  the  town  voter? — Yes,  it  would  do 
so,  to  some  extent,  l)ut  for  general  purposes  I  find  two  members 
useful.      They  have  usually  the  interests  of  the  farmers  at  heart. 

2421.  Have  you  ever  found  a  Divisional  Coiuicil  take  an  interest 
in  agricultural  matters? — Yes,  I  have. 

2422.  Do  you  ever  try  to  initiate  any  agricultural  project  ? — 
Well,  that  is  to  a  large  extent  foreign  to  the  present  scope  of  a 
Divisional  Council. 

2423.  You  woidd  favour  a  scheme  by  which  Divisional  Coun- 
cils would  be  adapted  to  the  purposes  indicated  here  ? — Yes.  I 
repeat,  that  T  do  not  think  the  multiplication  of  Boards  advisable. 

2434.  How  would  you  proceed  in  the  appointment  of  the  Gen- 
oral  Council  of  Agriculture? — Each  Divisional  Council  could  elect 
two  members. 

2425.  And  then  this  Council  would  elect  the  Executive  as  an 
Advisory  Board  ?  And  would  you  recommend  that  Government 
nominees  l)e  added  to  the  Divisional  Council  f — I  think  so.  I  have 
always  thought  that  should  be  done. 

242G.  Mr.  ()nsthnisenP\  You  favour  the  amending  of  the  Divi- 
sional Council  Act,  so  that  these  bodies  could  undertake  this  work  I 
— Yes,  if  the  scope  of  the  Divisional  Councils  were  extended,  far- 
mers would  know  that  members  of  these  bodies  were  to  be  elected 
for  this  special  purj^ose  as  well  as  for  general  objects,  and  they 
would  see  that  suitable  men  were  returned. 

2427.  What  number  would  you  have  added  to  the  Divisional 
Council  to  make  it  more  or  less  representative  of  the  district,  and 
enal)le  it  to  carry  out  a  scheme  of  this  nature?— You  would  require 
twelve  elected  members  and  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  the  Divi- 
sion. 

2428.  Two  from  each  Ward? — Practically,  yes. 

2429.  Would  there  not  be  some  difficulty  with  these  elections  if 
there  was  a  difference  in  the  qualifications  "for  voting? — You  would 
have  one  set  of  registered  voters  to  give  representation  to  the  rate- 
payers, and  you  would  have  another  set  dealing  with  representa- 
tion of  the  farming  community  ?— I  do  \\o[  think  there  would  be 
any  (iitficulty.  The  town  mem])ers  would  not  object  to  the  re.- 
consiitution  or  enlargement  of  the  Board.  Thev  are  always  prac- 
tical men,  having  the  interest  of  the  district  at  heart. 

24:50.  If  you  were  to  enlarge  these  Divisional  Councils  would 
you  not  make  them  too  cumbersome  to  act  as  a  Local  Committee? 
— I  do  not  tliiidv  so.  Good  work  could  be  done  l)v  the  Agricultural 
Council  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  Divisional  Council. 

2431.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  What  is  the  (pialification  of  a  Divisional 
Council  voter? — Occupation  of  ))roiierty  of  £75  value. 

2432.  If  your  idea  were  carried  oiit  would  it  not  be  advisable 
to  increase  the  franchise?— Yes,  because  while  (he  occu])ier's  qua- 
lification is  £75,  any  i)erson  having  a  sovereign's  worth  of  property 
can  be  registered  as  owner.     It  ought  to  be  increased  considerably 

2433.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  purposes  of 
thi-?  kinrl  if  the  "  bijwoner  "  were  left  out?— Yes. 

2434.  Mr.  Ooi^ihvi^cv.]  Although  he  is  a  rntepaver'— \s  m  rule 
pe  is  not  a  ratepayer, 
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2135.  Would  you  exclude  llie  small  eif-holder?— No.  Subject 
to  hisiher  aiiniaiuni  value  of  liis  holding. 

24:)().  Mr.  Owen- Lewis.]  Are  lliere  many  "  ])ij\\onei's  "  on  Divi- 
sional Councils  r— I  do  not  think  so,  unless  iliey  occupy  a  defined 
portion  of  a  farm. 

24:>7.  Would  it  meet  with  opposition  if  the  franchise  were  in- 
creased to  £150  or  £200  f  it  mioht  he  increased  to  £150  for  owners 
and  the  same  amount  for  occupiers. 

24;>8.  And  to  a  great  extent  would  that  eliminate  the  irrespon- 
sible person  ? — Yes. 

2-1:39.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Jf  your  idea  were  carried  out  would  you 
be  in  favour  of  organising  the  farmers  in  the  various  districts  into 
Farmers'  Associations  for  the  pur])ose  of  inspiring  them  with  more 
enthusiasm,  and  l)ringing  them  more  into  touch  with  one  another, 
and  with  the  Department? — Yes;  there  is  a  farmers'  Association 
at  Beaufort  West,  which  is  doing  very  good  work.  I  am  also 
acquainted  with  the  Humansdorp  Farmers'  Association,  recently- 
formed,  which  is  capable  of  very  useful  elTort. 

2440.  Mr.  Oosthvisen.]  Do  you  think  that  the  Divisional  Coun- 
cils, amended  as  you  i)ro]jose,  would  be  capable  of  working  as 
beneficially  and  able  to  form  Farmers'  Associations  as  readily  as 
anv)tiier  body  entirely  separate  from  these  Divisional  Councils  i — 
Perhaps  not'quite  so'well  as  constituted  at  present,  but  if  mem))ers 
were  elected  for  these  joint  purposes,  and  the  membership  en- 
larged, they  would  have  that  influence. 

2441.  Chairman.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  iVgriculture 
to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  by  the  Government,  and 
eighteen  members  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold 
office  for  a  period  of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  following  man- 
ner:— The  collective  representatives  on  the  Agricultural  Council 
from  each  of  the  nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative  Coun 
cil  to  elect  from  their  own  numl)ers  two  members? — Yes. 

2443.  In  your  o])inion,  is  not  the  membershi])  too  large  ? — 
Eighteen  elected  members  is  rather  too  large,  but  you  must  have 
multiples  of  nine  if  you  have  them  chosen  from  the  l.egislative 
Council  Circles. 

2443.  Would  you  rather  prefer  to  have  one  from  each  Electoral 
Province? — I  am  inclined  to  think  that  nine  altogether  would  be 
sufficient. 

2444.  Would   you   also   reduce    the     number    of    CJoveinment 
nominees   in    proportion? — T   should   fancy   that  a    total   of  fifteen 
membeis    would    suffice,    making    six    (lovernmenl    nominees    and 
nine  elected   members,  and,   I    presume,   liie  Secretary   for  Agricul 
lure  w(»uld  be  Chairman. 

2445.  Mr.  (hreii-Lewis.\  Woidd  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Estimates 
lor  the  Department  of  Agriculture  being  submitted  to  this  Board  of 
Agriculture   before  being  brought   before   l*arlianient  f— Decidedly. 

2440.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  Parlianieid  annually  voting  a 
sum  of  money  to  l)e  plact'd  at  the  disposal  of  this  Board,  and  to 
be  used  by  that  Board  for  the  development  of  the  agricultural 
resources  of  the  country?— I  think  so,  because  subjects  may  crop 
up  (luring  the  year  that  would  require  to  be  immediately  dealt 
with,  an<i  T  think  it  would  lie  very  advisalde  to  have  f*uch  power 
j)lared  in  the  hands  of  the  Board. 

2447.  .]//•.  nostlntiseit.']  Would  you  ])e  in  favour  of  tlu'  Board 
mei  ling  more  than  once  a  year?— t  think  they  should  meet  shortly 
])efoie  Parliament  assemV)los,  and  once  or  l\\ie(>  during  the  I'eees.-^. 
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2448.  How  would  you  provide  for  their  expenditure  of  money 
were  they  j^ruuted  such  a  power? — 'the  advice  of  tlie  Secretary  for 
Agriculture  should  al\\;us  he  taken  as  to  the  spendinti;  of  money 
hy  the  Board. 

•2\4U.  Mr.  Miriilnniison.]  'I'his  Advisory  IJoard  of  Auncuhurt- 
\V(»idd  necessarily  iia\'e  to  be  re)U-eselilal  i\c  <if  all  l>raii<-lies  of 
fanning  in  the  ( 'olony  ?-  Yes. 

2450.  Natuially,  in  order  to  do  nood  work  they  would  ha\i'  to 
divide  themselves  into  Sub-Committees  in  accordance  with  the 
different  branches  of  farming? — Yes. 

2451.  That  being  so,  do  you  not  think  that  fifteen  or  sixteen 
members,  ele(;ted  and  nominated,  would  be  rather  few,  seeing  that 
you  have  so  many  dit^erent  branches,  horses,  cattle,  wool,  mohair, 
wine  and  fruit,  dairy-farming,  tree-planting,  ostriches,  and  so  on? 
—  Seme  Circles  are  more  or  less  devoted  to  sheep-farming,  while  in 
others,  such  as  the  South-West,  there  is  more  of  agriculture  and 
ostrich-l)reeding. 

2452.  Do  you  not  think,  after  all,  that  eighteen  elected  and  nine 
nominated  members  would  not  be  too  large  a  Ixxly  ? — Well,  if  you 
put  it  that  way,  it  might  be  so.  T  did  not  think  of  having  to  a])i)oint 
Sul)('ommittees  for  the  different  sections  of  the  farming  industrw 

2453.  Chairman.']  From  your  experience,  do  you  think  that  the 
time  is  ri])e  for  the  introduction  of  a  scheme  of  this  kind,  that  is, 
[hv  formation  of  a  Council  and  a  Board  of  Agriculture  '? — I  cer- 
tainly think  SO;   not  to  unduly  press,  l)ut  to  advise  the  farmers. 

2454.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  As  a  first  ste])  for  the  improvement  of 
the  agriculture  of  the  country,  do  you  thiidv  that  a  Board  such  as 
this  is  calculated  to  do  more  good  than  any  other  schemes  of  co- 
operation or  financial  suii]iort  '. — It  is  much  better  than  compul- 
sory legislation  on  the  subject. 

2455.  Chairman^  Is  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  it  exists  at 
the  ])reseni  time,  in  your  opinion,  suiTiciently  in  touch  with  the 
faru.ii/g  community? — I  do  not  thin]<  so.  Farmers  do  not,  as  a  rule, 
write  to  the  Government,  and  when  they  come  to  Cape  Town  they 
cannot  see  the  heads  of  the  Department,  and  they  are  not  content 
wiih  merely  seeing  a  clerk.  The  heads  of  the  Department  are  too 
busy,  and  when  farmers  do  write,  their  letters  are  pigeon-holed. 
Many  farmers  cannot  write  lucidly,  and  the  consequence  is  that 
their  representations  receive  little  attention. 

245G.  Do  you,  therefore,  think  that  this  scheme  will  bring  them 
more  in  touch  willi  the  Department? — That  is  my  opinion. 

2457.  ^'ou  have  befoi'e  you  certain  suggestions  and  methods, 
marked  respectively  a,  h,  and  r,  by  which,  subject  to  the  appro- 
val of  the  Agricidtural  Board,  financial  assistance  might  be 
granted  to  the  agricultural  population  to  enal)le  (hem  (o  develop 
their  resources.  \\\\i\\  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  these  tiiree 
alteniaiive  methods,  viz.,  loans  to  Divisional  Councils,  loans  or 
contributions  to  Agricultural  Associations  or  individual  farmers, 
or  a  (h)vernmenl  contribution,  also  on  the  C  for  C  piinciple,  on 
amounts  raised  by  Divisional  C(mncils  bv  means  of  a  special  agri- 
cullural  rale'  i  certainly  think  it  wovdil  be  a  good  thing  for  the 
(Jovernment  to  contribute  on  the  C  for  t  principle.  Kven  small 
schemes  should  be  carried  out,  and  if  a  special  Engineer  has  to  be 
.sent  to  a  district,  and  his  expenses  have  to  ))e  paid,  the  people  do 
nol  go  in  for  it.  They  are  frightened  at  the  probable  enormous 
expense,  but  if  the  Boa  id  of  Agriculture,  or  the  Divisional  Council, 
eould  Lio  into  these  matters,  much  'huh\  (onid  be  done  with  and  foi' 
the  farmers. 


24:58.  Do  you  think  the  (JoV(Mi)ni('iil  I'jiijiiipci's  arc  too  expul- 
sive?— The  fanners  very  often  think  so. 

2459.  Your  opinion  is  that  under  ])resent  conditions  the  farmer 
wouhi  rather  nnch'rtala'  a  work  himself  tlian  appl\'  to  the  Govern 
nienl  for  an  Iji^ineer,  hut  it  lie  knew  il  couhl  he  duiie  on  the  C  foi' 
£  principle  he  would  not  hesilale? — Tlial   is  so. 

2l»)0.  Mr.  (J-ircii  l.rivis.l  We  want  to  devise  s(»nie  plan  under 
which  the;  State  cordd  advance  money  to  caii'y  out  repri)diiclive 
works  on  faims  whicii  are  already  mortyaued,  whicli  ])lan  will  safe- 
guard the  intei'ests  of  the  State  without  injurinu  tlu'  securil\'  of 
Die  niort.inagee.  It  has  been  sugijesled  that  llie  State,  in  return  foi' 
money  aclvanced  to  carry  out  these  reproductive  works,  should  he 
given  a  first  charge  on  the  farm,  which  chai'ge  would  cover  ])rin- 
cipal  and  interest,  and  would  terminate  at  the  end  of  a  fixed  num- 
ber of  year,s.  In  your  opinion  would  the  interest  of  the  mortgag'ee 
suffer  if  such  a  charge  were  registered  and  jilaced  u])on  the  land 
^\•here  reproductive  works  were  carried  out  at  the  expense  of  llie 
State? — It  is  a  difllcult  question  to  answer. 

24(jl.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  money  spent  on  irrigation  works 
would  improve  a  farm  by  50  to  100  per  cent.? — Yes. 

2462.  A  dam  might,  of  course,  l)e  washed  away,  but  assuming 
that  the  farmer  was  bound  to  insure  his  dam  against  accidents,  the 
first  mortgage  would  not  be  in  a  worst  position  ?  No.  he  would 
rath?r  be  in  a  better  })osition.  In  Ihi'  Oudtshoijrn  district  a  large 
tract  of  ground,  not  worth  a  pound  a  morgen,  was  laid  with  pipes 
by  some  enterprising  farmers  on  their  own  account,  and  that 
ground  is  now  worth  £200  a  morgen  and  more. 

2463.  At  the  ])resent  time  are  there  not  a  large  number  of  far- 
mers whose  land  is  mortgaged  and  who  are  unable  to  obtain  capital 
in  order  to  carry  out  re])roductive  works? — Yes,  because  their  pro- 
perty is  not  worth  5s.  a  morgen. 

2464.  And  practically  in  every  case  these  farms  are  mortgaged? 
— Yes,  and  they  cannot  get  more  money  for  inijirovements. 

2465.  Therefore  you  do  not  think  that  if  reproductive  works 
were  carried  out  on  a  particular  farm,  the  mortgagee's  interest 
would  suffer  by  a  charge  l)eing  made  on  the  property  for  these  im- 
provements?— Not  in  tile  least,  if  the  works  are  insured. 

2466.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  legal  difficulties  in 
carrying  out  such  a  sclieme ? — Well,  the  first  mortgagee  /.s^  the  first 
mortgagee.  Unless  you  have  legislation  there  would  lie  some  difli- 
culty,  excepting  in  the  case  of  the  Government,  in  advancing  the 
money,  taking  over  the  first  mortgage. 

2467.  Do  you  think  it  would  I'equire  legislation  to  carry  out 
such  a  scheme? — Yes. 

2468.  The  idea  is  that  money  should  be  advanced  at  4?,  per 
cent,  interest,  and  H  per  cent.  Sinking  Fund,  making  6  per  cent, 
in  all,  principal  and  interest  to  be  paid  in  31  years;  or  if  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  were  made  2  per  cent.,  6i  per  cent,  in  all,  the  property 
would  be  redeemed  in  25  or  27  years.  Do  you  follow  me  ? — "^'es,  the 
]ilan  seems  feasible  enough. 

2469.  Mr.  Oo!^-thuisen.]  Do  many  farmers  make  ajiplicafion 
through  you  for  irrigation  loans? — I  have  had  none  lately,  but  I 
had  one  at  Prince  Albert.  I  went  to  see  the  projected  scheme,  but 
T  think  it  fell  through.  There  were  a  lot  of  difficulties  in  the  way. 
The  Government  Engineer  did  not  approve  of  it,  and  it  is  always 
difficult  to  know  who  is  right — the  farmer  or  the  Engineer. 

R  ? 
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2470.  Is  there  no  one  in  a  district  to  act  between  the  farmer  and 
tlie  Engineer? — The  Civil  Commissioner  reports,  but  he  has  not 
niich  technical  knowledge.  If  there  were  an  Advisory  Board  to 
make  an  ins])ectinn,  they  might  convince  the  Government  that  the 
Engineer  was  wrong,  and  that  it  would  be  a  ])rodnctive  scheme. 

2471.  Do  man_\-  schemes  fall  through  on  that  accounl? — Yes. 

2472.  Chairman.']  Not  through  any  unwillingness  on  the  ])art  of 
the  farmer,  but  owing  to  obstacles  placed  in  his  wav  bv  Engineers? 
—Yes. 

2473.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Have  you  any  knowledge  yourself  of 
such  reproductive  projects  as  irrigation  works? — I  may  mention 
the  Hankey  Tunnel,  which  was  engineered  liy  a  non-professional 
man,  Mr.  Philip.  That  farm  was  bought  for  £1,500,  and  is  now 
worth  £40,000.  It  was  built  by  private  enterprise,  without  an 
engineer,  by  Dr.  Philip's  son. 

2ii4.  Do  you  know  of  any  irrigation  works  that  have  been  built 
]»y  Government  Engineers,  which  have  been  washed  away,  or  have 
colla])sed,  owing  to  other  causes? — Dr.  Smartt's  dam  was  washed 
away. 

2475.  Of  course,  you  do  not  regard  any  Government  Engineer 
as  infallible ?—  No. 

247G.  Su[)posing  that  for  purposes  of  this  kind  Local  Commit- 
tees were  appointed,  whose  members  were  practical  farmers,  work- 
ing either  with  or  without  an  engineer,  do  you  think  it  might  con- 
duce to  more  w^orks  of  that  nature  being  undertaken? — Yes. 

2477.  Is  there  not  a  large  extent  of  land  under  irrigation  at 
Oadtshoorn? — Yes,  but  the  irrigation  is  not  from  jirivate  sources, 
it  is  through  public  streams. 

2478.  Are  these  irrigation  works  constructed  under  a  water 
right,  or  how? — Under  rii)arian  water  rights.  A  very  big  work  of 
the  kind  v.-as  suggested  for  Schoeman's  Iloek',  but  was  never  under- 
taken. 

2471).  IJo  you  lliiid\  dams  are  of  more  use  in  the  Karoo  than 
bore-lioles  for  iri-igation? — I  think  so. 

2480.  As  far  as  you  know,  water-l)oring  is  not  of  mucli  use  ? — 
For  certain  ]mrposes  it  is,  Init  for  irrigation  pur])oses  the  conser- 
vation of  water  is  preferable.  At  Beaufort  West  a  borehole  was 
started  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  it  was  thought  we  should 
have  a  good  suj)])ly  of  water,  but  l)efore  the  close  of  the  year  we 
\\('re  put  on  shoi't  commons.    The  luiuu'l  is  at)Out  35  feet  deejx 

2481.  \'oii  (hei'(!fore  think  that  these  l)ore  holes  are  not  of  such 
use  as  llie  coiiserx-al  ion  of  water  on  the  surface?  That  is  m\' 
opinion. 

2482.  Mr.  Oireii  Li'iri.-<'\  We  were  told  in  e\i(lcnce  yeslerda\'  tlial 
a  shoil  lime  ago  a  farmer  huill  a  dam  al  I5eaut(»rl  West  which  cost 
him  Cl,;!()0,  and  on  Ihe  reconuuendalion  of  liie  GoveriuiU'itl 
Engineer  lie  recei\C(l  13,000.  Do  you  know  anyliiing  of  Ihai  mat 
ler?  I  only  know  thai  Mi'.  I)e  \illiei's"  dam  tiir  wliicli,  I  believe, 
Ilie  (joveiiimeni  advanced  t(i(l(),  is  a  splendid  work,  lail  tliere  has 
nol  been  suMicienl  rain  lo  lill  il.  If  il  could  he  lilled  il  is  worth 
liiousands  of  pounds.  I  Have  since  asi'crlained  1:3,000  was  ad 
vanced.      I'j.'i'.A.] 

24h;».  !)<!  \()U  a|)|)ro\('  of  llic  third  suggestion  with  regard  to 
financial  assislanc<',  namely,  that  under  "  ( ',"  wiiich  is  that  such 
aid  may  he  granted  hy  (he  Government  cont  lihul  ing  on  the  £  for 
t  principle  on  amounts  raised  hy  I)i\isional  Coiuicils  by  means  of 
a     spM'jjil    agi'icullural     rate,    Ie\ied     lo     proniot>'     the    ;igricult ura I 
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resources  uf  Hie  district?-  I  lliink  in  some  districts  lluil  would  he 
very  desirable,  |)ar(ieularly  in  sueii  disti'iels  as  JJeaidoil    West. 

12484.  J'l'oiu  your  e.\[)eriei)ce  oi'  oilier  pails  of  llic  ('(doiiy,  do 
you  lliiuk  that  Divisional  Councils  would  l»e  willinu  lo  levy  such 
a  rate  in  eonsideralioii  of  llieii-  ncUinn  a  i^il'l  from  llie  (Joveniincni 
on  the  ct  t'oi;  .t  ])i-iiicii)le  f  J)ivisional  Councils  are  usually  o[)posed 
lo  the  levying  of  additional  rates;  my  experience  is  that  they 
always  want  to  make  the  rate  as  low  as  possible. 

24b5.  Mr.  Ah  rah  unison.]  8u])[)osini>'  a  luunber  of  fanners,  situated 
on  the  banks  of  an  irrigable  stream,  were  to  form,  themselves  into 
a  CO  operation  for  the  pur|)ose  of  building  works,  would  tliat  be 
practicable? — It  would  have  to  be  a  scheme  of  sn)all  dimensions, 
because  as  a  rule  farnu'rs  do  not  care  to  cond)ine  for  the  carrying 
out  of  an  extensive  project.  Mr.  Douglass,  when  Commissioner  of 
I'ublic  Works,  came  to  Ganitoos  River,  and  suggested  a  splendid 
sciieme,  but  the  farmers  were  against  it,  because  it  w-as  for  loo 
large  a  nund)er  of  ])eople.  If  it  had  b(>en  for  a  smaller  numt)ei' 
they  wouUl  have  agreed  to  it. 

24bu.  Are  you  aware  how  the  Law  acts  with  regard  to  Water 
Boards?  Do  you  know  of  any  people  who  liave  availed  tiiemselves 
of  it? — I  suppose  you  refer  to  the  Water  x\ct ;  not  a  single  case  has 
come  to  my  knowledge. 

2487.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  circumstances  ? — I'eople 
seem  to  prefer  either  going  to  the  Supreme  Court,  or  deciding 
privately  amongst  their  people. 

2488.  Have  you  any  experience  of  the  Act  to  which  I  am  refer- 
ring, Lhe  Irrigation  Act,  which  provides  for  the  irrigation  of  a  dis- 
trict, the  owners  being  authorised  to  levy  a  rate  for  (he  purpose  of 
paying  the  interest  on  a  Government  loan  raised  to  construct  the 
works? —  I  have  not  much  experience  of  that  Act. 

2489.  Mr.  (kocn-Leuns.]  As  a  rule  what  rate  of  interest  do  far- 
mers in  the  Colony  pay  on  lirst  mortgages? — Six  per  cent. 

2490.  And  on  second  mortgages? — There  is  not  nnich  dirfcicnci' 
on  good  farms,  because  the  first  mortgage  is  generally  ai)oul  half 
or  two-thirtls  of  the  value,  and  the  second  mortgage  is  generally 
within  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  of  the  property.  It  is 
sometimes  seven  and  sometimes  eight  per  cent.,  but  as  a  rule  it  is 
six  per  cent.  People  are  very  anxious  to  lend  money  on  farm  pro- 
perty, and  they  do  it  on  second  mortgages  fairly  readily. 

2491.  You  say  a  farmer  can  get  a  mortgage  on  his  ])ro])erty  up 
to  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  at  about  six  ])er  cent.? — Yes. 

2492.  Are  all  these  mortgages  liable  to  be  called  in  at  three 
months'  n(Mice? — Yes. 

249:5.  C/iairman.]  Is  not  the  l)ivisi(jnal  (."ouncil's  xaliialion 
usually  about  three-fourths  of  the  value? — Yes,  but  it  is  sometimes 
less. 

2494.  Mr.  (/iren-Leivis.]  When  a  mortgagee  calls  in  a  mortgage, 
has  the  farmer  as  a  rule  much  diHiculty  in  getting  sonu'body  else 
to  take  it  up? — No. 

2495.  Do  you  think'  it  would  occur  that  mortgagees  all  over  the 
country  would  promptly  call  in  their  morlgages,  if  the  Govern- 
meid  ])ro|)osed  to  i)ut  a  charge  on  proi)erty  to  cover  the  principal 
and  interest  on  the  amount  advanced  to  carry  out  rej)rodueli\'e 
works  :)n  a  farm? — I  do  not  think  so.  There  are  a  number  of  peoph; 
who  are  only  too  glad  to  lend  their  money  on  fai'm  ])r()))erty. 

2496.  From  your  experience,  do  you  think  a  scheme  lo  estai)lisli 
a  first  charge  like  that  would  be  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  a 
mortgagee? — I  do  not  think  so. 


246 

2-497.  Yon  do  not  think  lii'  would  object  to  Hi — 1  do  Jiol  think 
f?o. 

2490.  Do  you  think  it  would  tend  to  smooth  matters  if  a  Land 
Board  were  constituted,  and  in  the  event  of  n  mortgagee  thinking 
tlial  hi'  would  suffer  in  consequence  of  this  charge  being  put  ujxtu 
the  property,  he  should  have  an  opi)ort unity  of  a})pealing  to  tha-t 
Board,  so  that  if  he  satisfied  the  mendjers  that  his  interest  would 
s^lffer,  the  charge  would  not  be  levied? — It  would  be  a  very  good 
idea  to  let  him  appeal  to  a  Land  Board  ;  it  would  prevent  injustice 
Ining  done  to  the  mortgagee. 

2499.  For  purposes  of  imjiroving  the  agricultural  resources  of 
tilt  country,  do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  advance  money  to  the  Local  Committing  of  Agricul- 
ture, which  body  woidd  advance  it  to  the  individual  farmer,  the 
Local  Committee  being  responsible  for  seeing  that  the  farmer  car- 
ried out  the  work  for  which  the  money  was  advanced!' — It  all  de- 
))eiids  upon  whether  you  |)r(n'i(led  the  requisite  machinery.  The 
Dixi^ional  Council  would  require  more  clerical  assistance  if  that 
were  to  be  done. 

2500.  Do  \'ou  Ihiidv  the  Di\isional  Council  could  do  this  work. 
or  see  that  it  was  done? — Yes,  Ijut,  as  I  have  said,  they  would 
reC[aire  additional  clerical  assistance,  and  })rofessional  assistance 
as  well.     The  members  could  not  undertake  it. 

250L  Mr.  Ahra/imnson.]  Supposing' a  farmer  wanted  to  l)uild  a 
dam,  and  does  so  for  £500.  would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Govern- 
ment giving  him  £250  on  the  £  for  £  principle,  towards  the  cost  of 
his  undertaking? — 1  do  not  think  the  Government  should  assist 
the  farmers  in  that  wav.  Government  shotdd  aid  them  with  loans 
instead  of  actually  giving  it  to  them. 

2502.  Do  you  think  Government  might  include  the  ])ayment  of 
iiderest  on  a   loan  in  this  £  foi-  £  ))rincij)le? — Vrs. 


]\''r/iu si/di/.   'jt/i  -I II 11  mini.   l!U).~,. 
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20Uo.  Chili riiiiiii.']   \\)\\  are  a   wine  larnier  in  the  dislricl  of  \\'(U' 
cester .' — Yes. 

2504.  Ale  vou  in  faxour  of  llie  conslil  nl  ion  of  a  Council  of 
.\giicullure  to  consist  of  represenlalive  fanners,  ii'respi'cl  i\'e  of 
polities,  froni  all  |)ai-ls  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  sueli  Council 
lo  lie:  (I)  To  eonsidl  on  all  (jiieslions  alTecfing  Ihe  agricidlural  in 
lerests  of  Ihe  (^luntiy,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Hoard  of 
Agrieiilline  upon  schemes  subniilled  lo  Iheni.'  \'es,  I  lhiid<  so  in 
the  same  manner  as  Ihe  present    Uoard  of  ilorl  iculture. 

2505.  Do  you  consider  that   it   would   be  more  desirable  for  Ihe 
m(  nibors  of  the  Coinicil  of  .\grienllure  In  he  elected  b\-  (I)  Commit- 
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l('i>s  of  AgiitMiKuiT  whicli  sliould  Itc  loimcd  in  •■acli  l''isc;il  Dixisioii 
and  c'lcckul  l)y  the  huidowners  in  racli  Ward;  or  (2)  lliat  llu\y 
slionld  Ih'  elcclcd  l)y  tli(>  ratcijaycrs  of  each  Fiscal  Division  f  J  am 
not  in  favour  of  the  raU'j)ay('rs  and  landowners  jj;<'n('rall_\  clccling 
the  Council.  Only  tliosi'  who  arc  directly  inlcrcslcd  in  ayriculturr 
shoidd  l»c  allowed  to  vote. 

25U().  .1//-.  Hiihi)l(ji'.\  You  would  not  l>c  in  tavoui'  of  -iixinu  the 
right  of  voting  to  landowners.' — Only  to  landowners  who  have  a 
certain  status  in  agriculture  and  \ilicullure,  and  slock  farming. 
That  is  to  say  those  who  have  over  a  certain  amount  of  grountl 
under  cultivation  or  who  possess  a  certain  number  of  stock.  I 
would  not  make  the  power  too  wide. 

2507.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  an  estimate  more  or  k'ss 
of  what  you  would  consider  an  eligible  elector? — He  must  be  in- 
terested in  agriculture. 

2508.  There  are  very  often  ])eople  with  stock  who  have  perliai)S 
no  land,  woukl  you  give  them  the  right  to  vote? — Yes,  if  they  have 
a  certain  number  of  stock.  In  most  parts  of  the  Colony  you  have 
cattle-farmers,  and  the  grain-farmers  and  vitieullural  farmers 
would  be  in  a  minority  if  you  had  only  one  C(>uncil  for  these  <liller- 
ent  interests,  rherefore,  I  think  you  should  have  Ihree  Councils 
each  representing  a  different  interest. 

2509.  Do  not  you  think  by  having  a  Council  consliluted  in  the 
w-ay  which  is  pro])osed  here  that  you  w^ould  get  fairer  representa- 
lion  for  the  principal  industry  of  the  Colony  which  is  meat  and  the 
export  of  wool,  mohair  and  feathers? — No,  I  think  this  Ct)uncil  as 
suggested  would  be  a  second  Parliament. 

2510.  You  would  consider  it  unnecessary  to  have  the  election 
of  a  Council  i — Yes,  in  such  a  broad  way.  In  the  Eastei'n  I'rovince 
there  are  associations  which  look  after  the  interests  of  the  farmers 
there,  and  I  think  the  grain-farmeis  might  have  similai-  associa- 
tions, and  the  Government  should  be  liberal  in  giving  them  free 
passes  and  so  on. 

2511.  Are  you  aware  that  [)ractically  (he  whole  of  I  he  iiaek 
country  to  the  west  of  the  railway  line  from  here  to  Johanneslmrg 
up  to  Norvals  Pont  is  not  represented  in  the  particular  industry  of 
the  farmers  there? — Yes,  but  they  will  learn  from  the  Eastern  Pro- 
vince. If  improvements  are  made  there  the  farmers  in  the  back- 
country  will  copy  them.     These  peoi)le  should  be  letl. 

2512.  I  have  been  a  UKMuber  of  a  Farmers'  Association  for 
twenty-live  years,  how  is  it  that  these  Associations  have  not 
spread?  We  want  lo  liring  the  farmers  together  and  into  touch 
wMth  the  (iovcMumcnl  and  to  exclude  politics  altogether  from  their 
deliberations,  so  do  you  not  Ihink  that  this  scheme  would  be  a  stej) 
towards  that  end? — Yes.  If  Government  had  done  ils  duly  in  for- 
mer times  it  would  haxc  been  better.  The  Ilorticullui'al  Board 
has  alwavs  l)een  opposed  l)y  Goveriunenl.  We  ask  for  things,  but 
Government  will  not  assist  us  in  any  way. 

2513.  Do  not  you  think  if  we  have  a  Council  of  this  kind  it 
could  bring  things  to  the  notice  of  Government  and  so  help  il  to 
do  its  duty? — Yes,  but  we  should  have  three  Councils. 

2514.  What  are  your  views  upon  the  suggestion  of  haxing  a 
Local  Boai'd  in  (nich  district  in  each  Fiscal  Division? — Yes,  Iml  il 
is  conij)elent  to  have  Ihal  at  the  present  time. 

2515.  Still  it  would  not  be  such'  a  recognised  Board  ("si)eeially 
if,  as  has  been  suggested,  this  i)ro])ose(l  Committee  is  presided  ovei' 
bv  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  the  district,  and  thus  be  a  Committee 
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vi  Auricuilun'  to  wiioui  Iho  (iov(Muiiic]il   cuiild   look   for  ;ul\icff — 
I  would  ratlK-r  reserve  my  opinion  on  tlial  [)oint. 

'2ol^.  How  would  >()U  sujjiLjesI  lliat  llie  Conncll  sjioukl  Ix- 
elected? — 1  say  you  should  liave  a  separati'  Council  I'or  each 
industry. 

2517.  Of  how  many  niemhers  shoukl  lliese  Councils  consist? — 
Not  many.  'I'hi'y  should  i)e  conslituled  more  or  less  like  the  Horti- 
cultural Board. 

2518.  Mr.  (h-/>('/i.]  You  think  il  would  he  hi'tlcr  lo  leave  any 
organisations  to  the  d(n(do|)inenl  of  present  institutions  such  as 
Agricultural  ,Socicties  and  Fanners"  Associations? — Yes.  1  think 
the  heads  of  the  Departments  should  go  about  the  country  more 
and  attend  meetings  of  the  Associations  and  give  advice  to  the 
farmers  as  well  as  take  advice  from  them.  At  present  you  see  no 
one  from  the  dei)artments.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Currey  in  the  Worces- 
ter district,  and  lie  cannot  know  our  I'eijuirements,  and  yet  if  I  go 
lo  the  Agricultural  Department  he  is  llie  man  who  is  called  in  to 
advise  the  Minister  in  connection  with  any  requirements  of  the 
\\'orcester  district.  T  think  if  the  Under  Secretary  went  round  tlu" 
country  there  would  be  the  same  development  in  agriculture  as 
there  is  now  in  regard  to  irrigation  owing  to  the  fact  of  Mr.  Gordon 
touring  the  country  and  coming  into  contact  with  tli(>  farmers. 

2519.  \)o  not  you  think  if  the  law  provitled  nuu'hineiy  where- 
by the  opinion  of  all  those  connected  with  agriculture  in  the  Colony 
is  re])resented  on  the  Council  for  the  purpose  of  advising  the  Gov- 
ernment that  that  would  be  feasible? — I  am  afraid  if  you  have  a 
hard  and  fast  law  you  would  have  two  parties  of  electors. 

2520.  You  think  that  is  a  serious  danger? — Yes.  Leave  the 
thing  as  il  is  and  try  to  get  the  heads  of  departments  to  conu'  into 
contact  with  the  farming  community  and  win  their  conlidenct'. 

2521.  J  low  do  you  propose  to  deal  with  districts  so  backward 
that  the  farmers  \\\\\  not  make  any  effort  to  organise  ?  -My  e>es 
were  only  oj)ened  when  I  .-^aw  the  Director  of  Irrigation  going  about 
the  country  and  seeing  for  himself  what  is  required.  The  heads  of 
till'  other  branches  of  the  De]iartment  should  do  the  same  instead 
of  sitting  in  their  offices  and  wiilini>  letters.  It  is  not  a  subject  you 
can  read  about  in  books,  l)ut  is  something  \o\\  must  see  for  vour- 
self. 

2522.  Mr.  Oircri'Liuus.]  You  said  you  were  afraid  if  tliere  were 
an  election  in  each  Ward  to  establish  a  Local  Committee  in  each 
Fiscal  Division  that  it  would  lead  to  party  politics  being  intro 
duced  ? — Yes,  1  am  afraiti  so.  At  llrst  not  perhaps,  but  after  a  time 
the  farmers  would  stay  at  home  and  not  vote,  and  the  townspeople 
would  do  the  electing,  and  it  would  be  certain  to  be  done  on  poli- 
tical lines.  So  leave  it  as  it  is  and  allow  the  existing  Agricultural 
Societies  and  Farmei's'  Associations  elect  (wo  men  each  from 
amongst  themselves. 

252;J.  ^'ou  would  leave  it  then  to  the  I'armers"  Association  in 
each  Fiscal  Dix'ision  to  nominate  Iwo  men  to  seixc  on  lh(>  (Vuincil  ? 
■ — Yes,  for  each  inilustiy.  Y^ou  cannot  compel,  you  must  lead  the 
fanners. 

2524.  If  party  politics  would  be  introduced  in  tlie  election  of 
the  Agricultural  Committee  surely  lh(>y  would  be  introduced  when 
the  local  Agricultural  Society  met  to  nomuiaie  their  two  represen- 
tatives for  the  Council? — No,  because  onl\-  those  interested  in  agri- 
culture would  attend  the  meetinus  and  lliose  who  had  no  interests 
wuidd  stav  at   home. 
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•2^y2y>    \iH\   Ihink   llic   iiuiii   wIki   is   icallv   inlcrcslcd    in   ;iL,'riciil 
liirc  would   he  more  opposed   lo  llic  inlfoduclion  of  politics  ;il    (ho 
lut'clings — Yes. 

L'J'ili.  You  know  Ihciv  aie  very  large  distriiMs  in  I  lie  Colony 
which  have  no  Auricultural  Societies  at  all^ — Yes,  i)ul  il  Ihey  saw 
the  Societies  do  good  work  they  will  follow  our  lead. 

'251*7.  You  would  give  theui  no  i-e])resentatioii  on  the  Council 
until  they  formed  their  Societies? — No,  l)ut  Governineiil  should 
give  them  encouragemeid  by  giving  them  free  passes.  My  ()|)iniou 
is  if  Covernmi'nt  were  to  send  one  of  the  agricultural  experts 
amongst  the  fai'mers  and  tluis  try  to  win  their  confidence  and  give 
and  take  advice,  you 'would  very  soon  get  societies  established  in 
l)laces  where  there  are  none  at  i)resent. 

2528.  Would  you  limit  that  Society  to  nuMi  owning  land  up  to 
a  certain  value ?^Yes,  they  should  have  a  certain  status,  tlu>  same 
as  in  the  elections  for  Scab  Tns])ectors. 

2529.  Do  you  believe  that  if  a  meeting  were  held  once  a  year  in 
some  central  place  of  representatives  of  the  farmers  in  each  Fiscal 
Division  that  it  would  serve  a  good  ])urpose? — I  say  if  you  hav(! 
three  small  Councils  for  the  different  industries  you  might  bring 
them  together  annually  in  ;i  central  place  where  they  might  inter- 
change o])inions. 

2500.  Your  suggestion  is  lo  have  three  small  Councils  instead 
of  one  large  one  ? — Yes. 

2501.  What  interests  would  you  i)roi)ose  these  three  Councils 
should  represent? — Viticulture  and  fruit-farming,  stock-farming 
and  orain-farming.  Princiinillv  those,  but  thev  might  consider 
others  as  well. 

2532.  Once  a  year  you  would  let  these  three  Councils  mei't,  and 
would  you  suggest  that  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  and  his  tech- 
nical staff  should  l)e  present  at  the  meeting? — Yes,  those  wlio  know 
anything  about  the  matters  under  discussion. 

25t)o.  Would  it  meet  your  case  supposing  there  were  nine 
Councils  representing  the  Fiscal  Divisions  included  in  each  of  the 
nine  Electoral  Circles  of  the  Legislative  Council  ? — That  would  not 
l)e  necessary;  I  think  three  would  be  quite  sufficient. 

2534.  For  instance,  if  there  were  a  Council  for  the  North- 
western Circle  consisting  of  re})resentatives  of  the  Fiscal  Divisions 
of  that  Circle,  would  they  not  be  more  in  touch  with  the  farmers 
in  that  Circle  than  if  you  only  had  three  Councils  for  the  whole  of 
the  Colony? — The  North-AVestern  Circle  is  far  advanced.  You 
might  have  a  Council  there;  but  for  the  other  Circles  you  would 
not. 

2535.  Take  the  South-Western  Circle  ?— Yes,  that  also;  but  the 
interests  are  very  much  the  same. 

2536.  You  prefer  to  reserve  your  opinion  as  to  the  advisability 
of  establishing  a  small  Committee  of  Agriculture  in  each  Fiscal 
Division  to  be  presided  over  by  the  Civil  Commissioner? — Y'es. 

2537.  It  is  suggested  that  this  Committee  would  serve  to  or- 
ganise the  farming  community  in  each  district  and  bring  into  being 
a  body  to  represent  the  farmers  which  would  communicate  the  re- 
t[uirements  of  the  district  to  the  Government  and  keep  in  close 
touch  with  the  Agricultural  Department? — Yes,  but  these  things 
will  not  work  at  the  present  time.  You  must  educate  the  farmers 
and  lead  tliem.     Then  later  on  you  might  legislate. 

2538.  Would  not  the  fact  of' their  having'this  Local  Committee 
in  each  Fiscal  Division  help  to  educate  them? — I  cannot  say,  but  I 
would  rather  reserve  my  opinion. 
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2539.  Cluiiriii'di.]  You  will  admit  if  Iheix'  is  a  Local  ConiiiiiUi't' 
ill  each  Fif>cal  l)i\ision  that  the  farmers  in  such  a  Division  would 
])e  encouraLted  and  would  approach  such  a  Committee  soi)ner  than 
(he  Agricultural  Dej)artment,  when  they  want  anythinji  done  for 
their  district? — Yes,  Init  we  have  our  Agricultural  Societies  now. 

2540.  But  where  you  have  not? — Then  they  would  not  a])- 
proacli  the  Local  Committee  either.  You  must  first  try  to  lead 
them  and  they  will  follow  later. 

254L  But  by  your  own  statement  if  an  Agricultural  Society, 
^\■hich  is  not  acknowledged  by  Government,  can  approach  Govern- 
ment you  will  admit  that  a  Local  Committee  which  is  acknow- 
ledged and  which  has  a  certain  status  would  have  more  inthience? 
— But  I  am  afraid  that  the  wrong  men  will  be  elected.  The  people 
have  their  representatives  in  I'arliament  and  if  agriculture  is  the 
biggest  interest  of  the  country  farmers  ought  to  represent  them  and 
brintj  forward  their  requirements. 

2542.  But  Parliament  is  not  always  sitting.  It  during  a  recess 
I  want  irrigation  done  on  my  farm  I  could  ap})roach  the  Local 
Committee  if  it  existed  ( — Then  the  Committee  would  have  to  come 
to  see  the  Government. 

2543.  No,  they  would  write  to  the  Government? — We  nuMubers 
are  also  acknowledged  l)y  Government.  We  ought  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  Government  the  requirements  of  the  diiferent  indus- 
tries or  otherwise  resign. 

2544.  You  say  the  Agricultural  Department  does  not  come  m 
touch  with  the  farming  community,  and  it  is  with  the  object  of 
trying  to  remedy  this  "state  of  affairs  that  the  Local  Committee  of 
Agriculture  is  suggested? — I  say  the  I'eason  why  the  Department 
does  not  come  in  touch  with  the  farming  community  is  because 
the  heads  of  the  different  1  tranches  do  not  travel  more. 

2545.  You  agree  that  souu-lhing  must  l»e  done  for  the  de\'(dop- 
ment  of  the  country  .' — Yes. 

254G.  Y^ou  think  sufficicnl    has  not   l)een  done  i)y   the  Agricul 
lui-al  Departnu'nt  ? — Yes. 

2547.  Mr.  (krcii-Lewis.]  How  would  you  suggest  that  these 
three  Councils  which  you  propose,  should  Ije  electetl? — I  cannot  go 
into  details.  The  men  who  are  allowed  to  vote  should  ])ossess  a 
certain  status,  as  in  the  case  of  the  election  of  Scab  Inspectors. 

254n.  You  suggested  that  they  might  be  elected  by  landowners 
who  had  a  certain  amount  of  land  under  cultivation? — Y^es,  or  a 
(•(>rtain  amount  of  stock. 

2549.  ^'ou  would  let  these  people  elect  three  Councils- one 
dealing  practically  with  viticultiu'e,  the  oilier  with  slock  farnnng, 
and  the  third  with  grain? — Yes. 

2550.  Do  you  believe  (hat  a  Board  of  experieiu'ed  and  practical 
farmers  would  lie  likely  to  forward  the  interests  of  agriculture? — 
Yes.  if  it  is  acknowledged  as  a  Board.  We  have  a  Iforticultui'al 
Board  at   present  aiul  it   is  not  always  acknowledged. 

2551.  If  yon  had  been  better  acknowledued  you  would  lia\'e 
i)een  able  to  do  more  good  '.     A'es. 

2552.  So  on  the  same  princijjle  if  (!o\(>rnmeid   biing  into  e.xisi 
ence  a  Board  of  Agriculture  now   and   were  lo  acknowledge  it  and 
carry  out  its  wishes  it  would  do  good.'     ^'es,  it  might. 

2553.  Sui'ely  a  Board  of  farmers  would  biing  the  DepartnienI 
ijilo  (ouch  with  the  farming  community ?— Yes. 

2554.  You  think  the  great  fault  of  the  Department  at  the 
pi  ('Sent  time  is  that  it  is  not  in  touch  with  the  farming  c-ommunity 
and  that  any  change  would  do  good? — Yes. 
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^555.  'rlicicfoiv  vou  lliiuk  tlu-  cstahlislmiciil  of  a  Buard  would 
Ih'  a  chain-o  lor  I  he  i^ooil  >.     Yes,  on  the  lines  I  mentioned. 

2556.  The  following  sutjgestions  have  been  made  to  the  Coin 
mission  bv  whieh,  sul)jecl  to  the  a[)proval  of  the  Agrieultural 
Board,  fuiancial  assistanee  niiuht  be  granted  to  the  agrieultural 
population  to  enal)le  them  to  develo])  their  resources:  — («)  By  the 
gram  of  loans  to  Divisional  Councils  on  the  security  of  rates  to 
enable  j)i visional  Councils  either  to  carry  out  public  works  for  the 
advancement  of  agriculture  in  their  districts,  or  to  enable  them  to 
advance  money  to  Agricultural  Associations  or  individual  farnu-rs. 
or  {b)  by  the  grant  of  loans,  or  by  contributing  on  the  t  for  £  |)rin- 
ciple,  direct  to  Agricultural  Associations  or  individual  farmers,  or 
((•)  by  the  Government  contributing  on  the  £  for  £  principle,  on 
amounts  raised  by  Divisional  Councils  by  means  of  a  special  agri- 
cultural rate,  levied  to  ))r()mote  the  agricultural  resources  of  the 
ilistrict.  Which  suggestion  do  you  favour  most; — I  am  against  all 
the  suggestions,  because  in  each  case  a  rate  is  to  be  levied  by  the 
district  itself  on  the  Fiscal  Division,  and  the  whole  Colony  would 
participate  in  the  benfits,  and  there  are  some  places  like  the  sea- 
ports which  would  not  pay  any  rates  and  yet  would  obtain  all  the 
benefits. 

2557.  If  an  individual  farmer  is  willing  to  levy  a  rate  on  his 
own  farm  where  the  Covernment  is  ready  to  su])]Jort  him  with  a 
loan  you  are  not  against  Ihatf — But  we  can  do  that  now  in  regard 
to  irrigation.  We  never  had  a  man  before  who  travelled  amongst 
the  ftirmers  who  knew  anything  about  irrigation,  but  that  is  being 
altered  now. 

2558.  Mr.  Ahrii/u/iiisou..]  You  say  that  you  think  that  the 
present  law  with  regard  to  irrigation  loans  is  sufficient  to  enable 
farmers  to  avail  themselves  of  it  for  irrigation  works  on  their 
jnivate  farms? — Y^es.  At  present  these  farmers  have  to  ])ay  £1  \)vy 
day  for  an  engineer  in  the  pi-eliminary  works.  That  is  tt)o  much 
and  should  be  altered.  That  should  be  brought  down  in  price,  and 
if  we  execute  the  work  within  a  certain  time  we  could  pay  half  that. 
If  we  do  not  execute  the  work  within  two  years  let  the  man  pay  a 
certain  share,  l)ut  if  we  execute  the  work  do  not  let  him  pay  the 
whole  amount,  but  half. 

2559.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  know  that  a  hirge  nund)er  of 
farmers  would  like  to  go  in  for  irrigation  works,  but  they  already 
have  mortgage  bonds  on  their  farms.  Now  the  Governnu'nt  would 
lend  money  for  iriigation  purposes,  but  it  requires  a  first  bond  on 
the  farms.  Now  would  you  assist  a  farmer  who  w^ants  to  go  in  for 
irrigation  Ijut  who  has  a  bond  on  his  farm  f — The  l)ondholdei'  nuist 
be  a  very  foolish  ])erson  if  he  does  not  allow  the  (iovenimenl  to 
have  a  first  bond. 

25(50.  You  think  the  (jovernnient  if  it  lends  nnjue}'  shindd  have 
a  preferent  claim  to  any  mortgagee  f — Y^es,  the  existing  law  of  1878 
gives  them  that  right.  As  it  is  I  have  ne^■er  heard  of  any  l)ond- 
holder  refusing,  if  there  is  a  chance  of  making  a  good  irrigation 
work  on  the  farm,  to  give  Government  a  preferent  clami. 

2561.  Do  you  think  that  wherever  Government  advances 
mone\-  for  the  ])uri)oses  of  improvements  on  farms  that  it  wouki 
i>e  l»(dter  for  Government  to  deal  direct  with  the  farmers  or  through 
any  Association  or  Conunillee  or  Divisional  Council  f-  Yes,  in  irri- 
gation works  vou  might  foi'ni  a  Boai'd  and  so  take  in  the  whole 
Ward. 

2562.  Sr])posing  a   small  luunbcr  of  farmers   were   to  come  to 
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Governmeiil  foi'  Ihe  pui'ixisc  of  Imiidw  iiiL;  niDuey  fof  irrigation 
workri  which  would  benefit  them  all,  would  you  give  tliese  people 
the  right  to  apportion  the  interest  and  security  amongst  Ihem 
selves  J — Yes,  there  is  the  law  of  1878.  It  is  an  unknown  Act,  hnl 
as  Mr.  otordoii  goes  ahout  the  country  we  all  ai-e  Ix-ginning  to  know 
of  it,  and  1  can  (ell  \ou  that  in  my  Ward  alone  £l'0,00()  is  going  t<j 
be  s])ent  on  irrigation  works  under  that  Act. 

2563.  Do  you  understand  that  Act  well? — Yes,  1  know  it. 

:25(U.  You  think  that  Act  would  V)e  all  that  is  iiecessar\-  to  help 
the  |)ioi)le  t — Yes. 

25G5.  How  do  you  account  for  so  few  people  having  availed 
themselves  of  the  advantages  of  this  Act? — It  is  oAving  to  the  heads 
of  the  Department  not  travelling.  They  sit  in  the  office  and  when 
a  farmer  comes  in  to  town  and  has  perhaps  travelled  500  miles  he 
is  told  by  the  officer  that  he  can  only  spare  him  five  minutes,  and 
so  they  never  interchange  views;  but  now  there  is  an  officer  tra- 
velling around  the  country  explaining  things  and  thus  gaining  the 
confidence  of  the  people. 

25(50.  With  regard  to  the  £  for  £  principle  mentioned  in  (r),  tlo 
you  ihink  in  cases  of  co-operation  say  amongst  the  wine-farmers 
A\ho  want  to  form  co-operative  associations  to  enable  them  to  get 
a  belter  price  and  obtain  a  market  for  their  products,  the  Govern- 
ment could  assist  on  that  principle  '. — I  cannot  advise  the  forma- 
tion oi  these  co-operative  societies  now,  because  at  the  present  time 
protectionists  are  in  the  minority  and  I  am  afraid  to  advise  it. 

2567.  You  are  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  it? — Y^es. 

2568.  Your  ol)jection  is  that  you  are  afraid  that  Parliament 
might  alter  th"  Customs  Regulations  as  has  been  done  in  the  past, 
and  in  that  wav  ruin  those  who  have  gone  in  for  co-operation? — 
Yes. 

2569.  Ajtarf  from  that  you  consider  that  tlu'  Oo\'ernment 
sliouki  assist  Ihe  fai'mers  in  endeavouring  to  form  co opera!  i\'e 
associations? — Not  at  present. 

2570.  We  are  trying  to  find  means  by  which  the  Government 
could  assist  the  farmers,  leaving  protection  and  free  trade  out  of 
the  question.     You  say  you  are  in  favour  of  the  principle? — Yes. 

2571.  You  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  even  if  Government 
uere  to  take  up  a  loan  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  farmers  to  co- 
operate, the  same  as  in  other  countries? — Y'es. 

2572.  .1/r.  Riibidnc]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  Government 
assisting  irrigation  works  on  the  same  principle  as  they  now  assist 
water  boriiii;,  that  is,  give  subsidies? — I  do  not  know  much  about 
that. 

257J.  If  the  boring  costs  15s.  a  foot  (Joxernnieid  give  7s.  6d. 
W Didd  you  be  in  favour  of  extending  that  privilege  to  irrigation 
works?- — Yes,  if  lliat  is  done  in  ihe  one  case  it  shouki  be  done  in 
Ihe  other  also. 

2574.  Mr.  (hn'/i/A'iois.']  You  think  that  the  danger  which  the 
farmer  has  to  conlcnd  against  in  tiie  future  is  that  the  policy  of  the 
country  would  be  antagonistic  to  the  fai'ming  interests? — Yes,  tlial 
is  so  at  piescnt. 

2575.  And  of  course  it  may  continue  in  that  way?--Yes,  at 
present  1  cmnot  advise  my  people  to  lake  loans. 

2576.  Therefore  anything  which  woidd  tend  to  organise  the 
farniiny  coniipiinitx'  and  strengthen  tlieni  would  be  an  adxantage? 
—Yes. 

2577  Mr  linhi/hn-  i  \'uii  will  .idniit  that  the  farmers  now  are 
not  fully  repri'sentcd.  and  do  not  uet  their  fair  share? — Yes, 
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2578.  Chairman.]  You  are  a  fanner  in  the  district  of  Darlinj.^? 
—Yes. 

'2')7*.).  You  are  also  Secretary  of  a  certain  association  ^  Yes,  tlie 
I)arlini4  AL;iicult  ural  Society. 

2580.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  re[)resentative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  pai'ts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be:  (i)  To  consult  on  all  questions  affectino-  the  a<>Ticultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  ('2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Hoard  of 
Agriculture  upon  schemes  submitted  to  tlieni  ? — Yes,  J  am  in 
favour  of  such  a  Council. 

2581.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  more  desirable  for  the 
members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  be  elected  by  (1)  Commit- 
tees of  Agriculture  which  should  be  formed  in  each  fiscal  Division 
and  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Ward;  oi-  (2)  that  they 
should  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division  i — I 
think  the  members  should  be  elected  by  hona-fide  farmers. 

2582.  Would  you  include  "  by woners  "  ? — No.  T  would  include 
a  man  who  is  not  farming  on  his  own  estate  but  pays  rent. 

258o.  Do  you  approve  of  having  a  Committee  of  Agriculture  in 
each  Fiscal  Division  and  elected  ))y  the  landowners  in  each  Ward? 
— Y^es. 

2584.  You  think  the  farming  community  would  take  more  in- 
terest in  developing  their  district  if  they  had  a  local  Board  through 
which  they  could  approach  Government? — Yes,  I  think  the  present 
i-ystem  has  l)een  doing  good,  but  this  certainly  would  bring  the 
farmers  more  in  touch  with  the  Government. 

2585.  Do  you  think  such  a  Local  Committee  should  elect  repre- 
sentatives for  the  big  Council,  or  should  the  reiiicsentatives  b(^ 
elected  by  the  farmers  in  each  district? — I  think  it  might  be  left  to 
thi'  Committee  to  elect  the  membei's  of  the  Council  seeing  that  the 
best  men  in  the  district  are  sure  to  be  on  the  Committee. 

2586.  .1//-.  Oosthiiisen]  Has  the  Government  done  any  exjieri- 
meiilal  work  in  your  district,  for  instance,  with  a  view  of  seeing 
what  is  the  best  seeds  to  sow? — Yes,  several  experiments  havi'  been 
made  in  our  district  both  with  seed-grain  and  with  fertilisers. 

2587.  Did  the  farmers  benefit  by  these  experiments  to  any  ex- 
tent?— I  cannot  say  that  the  farmers  benefited  much  by  them,  be- 
cause a  good  deal  was  known  by  j^ractical  experience  before. 

2588.  Mr.  (keen- Lew  is.]  Would     you    be     in  favour  of  the  Civil 
Commissioner  presiding  over  this  Local  Committee  of  Agriculture 
in  each  Fiscal  Division? — Yes,  1   thiid<  so;  only  be  would  no!   be  a 
hoiiit  fu/e  farmer,  but  1  thinl<  he  would  be  a  vovy  capable  man  to  pre 
niide  over  such  a  Committee. 

2580.  Of  course  we  have  been  told  by  men  of  bolh  political  par 
lies  that  the  danger  is  that  politics  will  l)e  introduced  into  these 
Local  Committees,  and  we  thoughl  if  the  Civil  Commissioner  jire- 
sided  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  keep  politics  out  of  theii  de- 
libei'ations? — Yes,  1  think  you  are  right  there.  In  our  Agricultural 
Society  one  of  the  rules  is  that  ]iolitics  are  strictly  prohibited. 

2500.  Vou  think'  if  thesi'  Committees  were  eh'cled  that  politics 
would  not  be  ])rought  into  the  mallet;? — I  cerlaiidy  lliink  that  edu- 
cated farmers  should  know  betler  than  to  introduce  politics  into 
agricultural  affairs. 

259L  Would  vou  leave  the  election  of  this  Local  Committee  to 
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farnieivs  who  have  a  veal  stake  in  Ihe  country? — Yes,  certainly,  to 
bona- fide  farmers  only. 

2092.  Occupying  land  over  a  certain  value? — Yes.  I  expect 
some  distinction  will  have  to  be  made,  l)ecause  there  is  a  certain 
class  of  "bywoner"  wh'om  you  could  hardl\'  call  a  farmer. 

2593.  Of  course,  oui'  could  limil   ihe  voters  lo   men   in  (tcciipa 
lion  of  land  over  a  certain  value  ?~Vi's. 

2594.  Mr.  Abrnlu(iit^()u.\  1  Ihini'C  I  understood  yon  to  .say  that 
you  are  in  favour  of  these  small  Local  Committees  beinj>  Standinu 
Committees,  and  that  they  should  remain  in  existence  in  that  par- 
ticular locality  in  which  elected  and  to  act  as  it  were  like  an  Agri- 
cultural Association? — I  do  not  know  that  I  should  care  for  them 
to  act  in  that  way.  They  are  to  act  as  a  connectinQ-  link  between 
the  Council  and  the  farmers. 

2595.  You  tliink  they  should  remain  in  existence  for  any  work 
which  is  necessar\  to  l)e  done? — Would  these  Committees  necessi- 
tate the  doing  awav  of  existing  Agricultural  Societies? 
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2597.  Do  Farmers'  Associations  work  well  in  yoiu'  district? — 
Ver\  much  has  not  been  done  up  to  the  present,  but  we  are  seeing 
that  it  is  doing  good. 

2598.  Do  you  find  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  the  farmers  of  both 
political  parties  belong  to  some  Farmers'  Association? — Yes,  with  a 
few  exceptions. 

2599.  Mr.  (kj.st/iiiiseri.]  You  will  notice  that  on  the  Coiuicil  and 
on  the  Board  there  are  Government  nominees.  Would  you  be  in 
favour  of  Government  having  nominees  on  the  Local  Committee  as 
well? — No,  I  hardly  think  it  necessary  if  the  Civil  Commissioner 
presides  over  the  Committee.  I  think  the  Committee  should  only 
be  comprised  of  farmers  without  Government  nominees. 

2600.  Do  you  think  there  is  room  in  a  district  for  an  Agricul- 
tural Committee  and  for    a    Divisional    Council    as    two  separate 
hoflies  in  a  Fiscal  Division? — Yes.     It  all  depends  on  the  Avork  of 
the  Divisional  Council  and  the  work  of  the  Agricultural  Commit 
tee.     1  do  not  know  whether  the  work  of  the  two  would  clash. 

260L  You  thinlv  there  is  room  for  the  two  se])arate  Councils  to 
exist? — Certainly,  I  think  so. 

2f>02.  Do  not  you  think  the  same  man  who  is  on  the  Divisional 
CouiK^il  would  very  likely  be  chosen  for  the  Local  Committee  ? — 
If  he  is  a  good  man  and  a  bona- fide  farmer,  why  not? 

2()0;).  What  would  you  consider  should  l)e  Ihe  nund)er  of  mem- 
bers on  this  Local  Committee?  One  mend)er  from  eacli  FiehLcor- 
netcy. 

2004.  That  would  form  a  Committee  of  the  same  numl)er  as 
the  Divisional  Council? — Yes. 

2()05.  Do  no!  you  think  thr  Divisional  Ccnuicil  could  be  so 
altered  as  to  form  a  higger  Council,  say  consisting  of  twelve  meni- 
bcrs,  and  then  do  the  work  which  the  Local  Connnillee  would  do? 
— If  it  would  incur  less  expense  to  Government  it  might  be  done  in 
th;it  way,  but  if  there  would  be  no  more  expense  1  think  it  W(_»uld  Ik' 
bettei'  to  liave  two  separate  bodies. 

2000.  Mr.  Abr(ihamson.\  You  would  not  he  in  favoui'  of  these 
Comniitte(>s  heing  paid?-  No,  1  do  not  think  it  is  necessary.  So 
long  as  they  were  recognised  by  CJovei'nment  and  any  recpiest  they 
made  were  given  attention. 

2007.  Mr.  Riibhlai'.]  D<t  not  you  think'  it  would  be  better  to  have 
tv.'o  n)ei)  (tf  iiii'biciice  from   each   Ward   on    this  Committee   instead 
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keener  interest  in  their  (iil'ferent  Field-cornetcios  and  ultimately 
in  their  district? — 'Pliere  would  he  no  harm  done  hy  havinj^  two 
mow.  T  daresay  two  men  would  perhaps  !>(>  ahh'  to  do  more  work 
than  one. 

2008.  You  would  not  oljjeel  to  liaNJUL;  (wo  lioiii  eaeli  Ward? — 
Not  if  Government  wish  it  so. 

I*(i0i>.  Takinu  all  the  circinnstances  into  eoiisideial  ion,  do  ynu 
not  iiiiidx'  it  would  he  hetter  to  have  two? — Yes.  Some  areas  are 
small  and  easily  in  touch,  whcicas  others  are  wide  and  more  ditti- 
cull  for  the  farmers  to  communicate  with  each  other,  and  so 
])erhaps  it  would  l)e  hetter  if  there  weii'  two.  Speaking'  of  m\'  own 
district  T  know  that  one  man  from  each  Field-cornetcy  would  do 
all  that  is  required,  hut  in  other  districts  the  are.i  is  wider  and 
there  two  men  w^oiild  do  hetlei'  work. 

2610.  Mr.  Oriten^  What  is  the  ([ualification  for  memhershif)  in 
_\()ur  Agricultural  Society?  Do  you  exclude  conunercial  people? — 
No.     It  does  not  consist  of  only  hona-jide  farmers. 

2f)ll.  It  is  suyuested  with  regard  to  the  ])io  Council  of  A^ricuh 
ture  that  75  memhers  should  he  electetl  and  that  the  Governmi'ut 
should  he  entitled  to  nominate  half  that  numl)er.  Do  you  think 
that  a  oood  suniicstion  ? — Yes,  I  think  that  coidd  he  done. 

2612.  ChainHaiO^  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
lo  consist  of  nine  ineiuliers  nominated  hy  the  Government  and 
eighteen  members  elected  hy  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold 
oificc  for  a  period  of  three  years,  to  he  elected  in  the  following  man^ 
ncr : — The  collective  re])resentatives  on  the  Agricultural  Council 
from  each  of  the  nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil to  elect  from  their  own  numbers  two  memliers? — Yes,  I  am  in 
*'avoin'  of  such  a  Board. 

2613.  Mr.  Oicen-Leivis?\  The  suggestion  is  that  the  dutii'S  and 
functions  of  this  Board  should  he  to  act  as  an  Advisory  Board  to 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  and  to  consider  the  l-'.stimates  before 
submission  to  Parliament.  Do  you  consider  that  would  l)e  useful 
for  (he  Board? — Yes,  I  certainly  think  so. 

2614:.  Do  you  approve  of  the  suggestion  that  the  members  of 
the  Beard  should  be  elected  by  the  representatives  of  the  Fiscal 
Division  in  each  of  the  Legislative  Council  Circles,  and  that  each 
Circle  should  elect  two  members? — Yes,  I  approve  of  that. 

2615.  It  insures  in  that  way  that  every  district  in  the  Colony  is 
represented  on  the  Board  ? — Yes. 

2616.  Otherwise  the  Council  might  elect  ten  from  the  AVestern 
Province  ? — Yes. 

2617.  Mr.  /fo.'iihii'spn.]  You  will  notice  it  is  suggested  that 
eighteen  of  the  members  of  the  Board  ai'c  to  be  elected  by  the 
Council,  and  nine  are  to  l)e  nominated  by  Government,  which 
wovdd  bring  the  number  of  members  up  to  twenty-seven.  Do  you 
think  that  is  a  fair  number,  or  would  you  have  less  than  that? — I 
think  it  is  a  very  fair  number. 

2618.  Chairman.]  Is  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  it  exists  at 
tlie  pve.<-ent  time,  in  your  opinion,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
faiiuing  communitv? — T  think  the  .Agricultural  Department  has 
doiu>  a  good  deal  Ijut  I  do  think  that  the  new  scheme  would  t>iing 
it  more  in  touch  with  the  farming  commiuiity. 

2619.  Mr.  Ahra/irnnsnn.]  In  which  way  has  tlu'  Agricultural 
Department  been  in  touch  with  the  farming  community  ?  Have 
tlicy  Experimental  Stations  in  vour  (listrict,  or  have  thev  sent  otH- 
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cials  of  the  Department  for  the  piirjiose  of  enquirinti'  into  any  of 
the  agricultural  matters  wliich  are  of  im])()rtance  in  your  district? 
—Yes,  we  have  had  an  official  from  the  Agricultural  Department 
mnkin<.',  exj)eriments  in  our  district  for  the  last  two  or  three  years, 
anfl  we  have  had  men  from  the  Agricultural  Department  giving 
us  lectures  at  oui-  Agricultuial  Society  meetings  on  different  mat 
tors. 

2620.  I  believe  vou  go  in  largeh'  for  dair\iug  in  vour  district? 
—Yes. 

2021.  Have  you  a  Co-operative  Association  there': — No,  not  in 
that  line.  Of  course,  we  have  a  creamery  at  Darling,  but  that  is  a 
private  concern. 

2022  Do  you  think  it  would  he  an  advantage  if  there  were  co- 
operation ? — It  has  often  l^een  suggested  amongst  us,  but  it  is  work- 
ing sc  well  at  the  present  time  that  none  of  us  feel  justified  in  try- 
ing to  upset  it.    We  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  is  working  well. 

2023.  With  regard  to  seed,  does  the  Agricultural  Department 
take  anv  trouble  in  connection  with  recommending  or  testing  seeds 
in  vo-ir  district  ? — Yes,  the  Agricultural  Department  has  recom- 
mended various  seeds  in  oiu'  district,  in  fact,  I  think  the  rust- 
resisting  whctit,  which  we  are  sowing  now,  was  recommended 
through  the  Agricultural  Department,  and  was  found  to  answer 
very  well. 

2024.  Mr.  Oost/misen.]  Do  you  think  the  suggested  Local  Com- 
mittee of  Agriculture  would  be  the  means  of  bringing  the  farmers 
into  closer  contact  with  the  Department,  or  can  you  suggest  any 
other  means  which  would  ( — I  cannot  suggest  any  better  means  to 
bring  them  in  touch  than  by  the  AgricuHural  Department  being 
practically  composed  of  the  principal  farmers  in  the  country. 

2025.  Chairman.]  The  following  suggestions  have  been  made  by 
which.,  sul)ject  to  the  approval  of  the  Agricultural  Board,  financial 
assistance  might  be  granted  to  the  agricultural  ])o|)ulation  to  en- 
able them  to  develop  their  resources: — (a)  By  the  grant  of  loans 
to  Divisional  Councils  on  the  security  of  rates  to  enalile  Divisional 
Councils  either  to  carry  out  pid)lic  works  for  the  advancement  of 
agiicidture  in  their  districts,  or  to  enable  them  to  advance  money 
to  Agricultural  Associations,  or  individual  farmers.  What  is  youi' 
o]:)inicn  of  this  suggestion? — I  am  not  in  favoui'  of  the  Division;)! 
Council  having  anything  to  do  with  it. 

2()2G.  Another  suggestion  is  the  granting  of  loans,  or  by  con- 
tributing on  the  U  for  £  princijile  direct  to  the  Agricultural  Asso- 
ciations, or  individual  t'armei's;  or  by  tlu'  (iovernnient  contributing 
on  the  t  for  C  prniciple,  on  amounts  raised  l)y  Divisional  Councils 
Jjy  UK-ans  of  a  spi'cial  ;igiicultur<il  rale,  levii'd  to  pro4Uole  the  agri 
culturnl  resources  of  the  district.  Which  of  the  suggestions  do 
you  prefer?  The  gi;inl  of  loans,  or  l»y  conl  ribuling  on  the  C  foi'  t 
principle  (lirecl  (o  llie  AL'rieullural  .Vssocialioiis,  oi-  iiulividMal  far 
mers.     Tlial   is,  to  ni_\'  ndnd,  Ibe  fairest   way.     I    prefei'  llial    lo  an\'. 

2027.  .I//'.   (h)slliiiisi'it.\    In     place    of    Agricultural     Associations 
would  \du  not  ha\e  the  ( !o\ciiunenl  gixc  (lie  money  to  iiOcal  Com 
millees  of  Agricullure?     \'es,    I    lliiiik    the    Local   Committee  might 
be  ei;l  rusted  willi  llie  mone\'. 

2028.  Mr.  (hrt'n  l.iiris.\  .\re  niosl  of  llie  farms  in  \-our  dislrici 
inorl_;aL;ed  ?  1  d'l  inil  lliiidc  so.  I  Ihink  the  mortgaged  farms  woidd 
be  in  the  minoritx 

2029.  ^■our  dUtricI  i-  not  very  subjeel  lo  drought?--  No.  Our 
periodical  I'ains  are  eeilain,  llioiigh  some  years  lliere  is  ]u<>i'e  lli;in 
otliers. 


257 

2630.  You  are  not  in  lh(f  same  no-,,!  of  assistance  for  water  as 
people  in  the  Karoo?—  No. 

26ol.  .1//'.  Orpni.]  When  you  say  that  you  are  in  favour  of  the 
Government  contributino  on  the  £  for  £  ))rinciple  to  enable  agri- 
cuKurisIs  to  develo])  (Iieir  properties,  do  you  mean  that  that  assist- 
ance should  take  tlie  form  (jf  a  free  yrant  on  the  £  for  £  jirinciple? 
— It  all  depends  on  how  Government  wish  to  give  it,  Tf  they  wish 
to  make  it  a  free  orarit,  I  will  take  it.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not 
think  the  farmers  should  mind  paying  a  low  rate  of  interest,  that 
is,  a  lower  rate  than  they  would  pay  to  others. 

2682.  What  rate  do  they  pay  in  your  district? — Six  per  cent. 

2633.  WIr.  Owen-Lpwis.]  Government  could  borrow  money  at 
under  4  per  cent ,  and  give  it  to  the  farmers  at  H  per  cent.,  and 
make  them  pay  1|-  per  cent.  Sinking  Fund,  making  6  per  cent.,  and 
then  in  thirty-two  years  they  would  have  paid  off  principal  and 
interest  ? — ^Yes,  it  vrould  be  a  far  greater  help  to  the  farmers  than 
they  are  doing  at  present. 

2634.  The  point  is,  what  security  can  the  Government  get  if 
they  grant  a  loan  to  a  farmer  whose  land  is  already  mortgaged. 
Would  the  mortgagee  object  to  the  6  per  cent.,  say  on  £1,000,  if 
made  a  first  charge  on  the  land,  provided  that  the  £1,000  was  ex- 
pended in  constructing  some  reproductive  work  on  the  farm  ? — I 
am  afraid  he  would  object.  He  would  not  like  to  give  up  the  first 
bond. 

2635.  But  the  value  of  the  farm  would,  of  course,  be  increased? 
— Yes;  but  I  may  tell  you,  as  far  as  I  know,  in  our  district  farms 
are  not  very  heavily  mortgaged.  They  are  far  more  valuable  than 
to  the  extent  they  are  mortgaged.  This  is  especially  so  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Farms  have  risen  very  much  in  value,  and  improve- 
ments have  been  made  from  time  to  time. 

2636.  Chairman.']  The  Divisional  Council  valuation  of  a  farm  is 
generallv  below  the  real  value? — Yes. 

2637.  Mr.  (kven- Lewis.]  At  any  rate,  in  your  district,  if  this  6  per 
cent,  were  to  be  made  a  charge  on  the  property,  it  would  not  en- 
danger the  interests  of  the  mortgagees? — T  do  not  think  so.  Of 
course,  if  you  have  sufficient  guarantee  from  the  man  to  whom  you 
are  lendinsf  the  money  it  would  be  all  risht. 

2638.  The  money,  of  course,  can  only  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  renroductive  works? — Yes. 

2639.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  In  what  way  would  vou  suggest  the  Gov- 
ernment could  assist  the  farmers  in  your  district? — They  could  im- 
prove our  railway. 

2640.  You  mean  broaden  the  gaucte? — Yes.  T  think  the  light 
jjauae  is  quite  capable  of  taking  all  the  stuff,  but  the  great  draw- 
back is  the  transshipping  to  the  broad  gauge. 

2641.  That,  of  course,  is  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  your  grow- 
ing more  stuff  than  vou  otherwise  would?     T  cannot  sav  that. 

2642.  You  would  not  jzrow  more  if  vou  had  a  broad  gauge?— 
As  far  as  sroAving  of  cereals  is  concerned,  T  do  not  think  that  much 
more  would  be  fjrown,  even  if  we  had  a  broad  gauge. 

2643.  Whv  not? — Because  our  ground  is  mostlv  grazing  ground. 
We  mostlv  depend  on  our  stock,  and  we  are  ven^^  loth  to  turn  any 
soil,  which  is  at  present  used  for  grazing,  for  the  purpose  of  using 
it  for  cereals  and  raising  an  indifferent  crop. 

2644.  What  permanent  works  could  Government  construct  or 
assist  in  constructing  which  would  benefit  your  district? — There  is 
a  great  deal  to  be  done  in  fencing. 

[G,  2-1905.]  S 
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2645.  And  could  Government  assist  more  liberally  in  regard  to 
water-boring  1 — Yes,  a  good  deal  could  be  done  in  that  direction. 
If  we  could  get  water  from  bore-holes  our  stock  could  be  more 
healthy,  as  pond  water  is  not  healthy. 

2646.  Have  you  any  fruit  trees  in  your  district?— Yes. 

2647.  You  w^ant  w^ater  for  that? — Yes. 

2648.  You  cannot  grow  fruit  trees  if  you  depend  on  your  rain- 
fall only?— No. 

2649.  You  think  fruit  trees  could  be  grown  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent  if  you  had  sufficient  water? — Yes. 

2650.  If  you  had  more  water  could  you  increase  your  stock? — 
Yes,  we  would  be  able  to,  but  not  so  much  that  as  fencing.  If 
more  fencing  could  be  done  in  our  district  our  stock  could  be 
largely  increased,  because  the  ground  could  carry  more. 

2651.  M7\  Airahamson.]  Do  you  farm  with  small  stock  mostly 
or  with  cattle? — Both. 

2652.  Are  you  bothered  with  jackals? — Yes. 

2653.  Then  you  kraal  your  stock? — Yes. 

2654.  Then  Vou  would  advocate  fencing  against  jackals? — Yes. 

2655.  In  that  way  Government  can  l)e  of  assistance? — Yes. 

2656.  Can  you  suggest  any  way  in  which  the  Government  could 
assist  in  jackal  fencing?  Would  a  scheme  such  as  a  £  for  £  prin- 
ciple, or  lending  money  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  farmers  to  fence  against  jackals  be  of  any  assistance  ? — 
Yes,  that  would  help  a  great  deal.  It  might  not  jusit  at  first,  but  in 
one  or  two  years  all  the  leading  farmerswould  have  taken  it  in 
hand,  and  when  others  see  what  is  being  done  they  would  follow, 
and  it  would  do  a  lot  of  good  in  the  end. 

2657.  In  this  and  similar  schemes  you  think  the  Agricultural 
Council  and  Board  as  suggested  would  help  very  much  more  than 
the  present  system,  and  would  bring  the  Government  and  the  far- 
mers more  in  touch,  and  induce  them  perhaps  to  go  in  for 
things  such  as  we  have  been  speaking  about  ? — Yes.  We  want 
Government  to  take  a  keen  interest  in  the  matter,  and  always  to 
keep  it  alive,  because  the  individual  farmers  are  very  slow  about 
tack'ling  things,  and  it  is  veiy  difficult  to  get  them  to  start  a  thing; 
but  when  they  see  the  Government  is  willing  to  assist  them  they 
certainly  will  benefit  by  it. 

2658.  You  are  quite  convinced  that  fencing  against  jackals 
would  enable  you  to  keep  more  stock  and  better  stock? — Certainly, 
and  T  also  think  that  boring  in  the  district  would  do  a  lot  of  good. 

i2659.  What  is  the  value  of  land  in  yonr  district? — About  £3  a 
morgen. 

2660.  Has  it  been  that  value  for  a  long  time,  or  what  was  the 
value  ten  years  ago?     Not  more  than  £1  a  morgen. 

2661.  What  has  made  the  value  increase? — Farmers  have  im- 
proved their  farms,  and  in  the  last  couple  of  years  there  has  been 
a  great  demand  for  landed  property,  and  Ihat  has  put  up  the  price 
of  farms  considerably. 

2662.  Chairman^]  You  get  a  better  price  for  your  grain  than 
you  received  ten  years  ago? — T  cannot  say  that, 

2663.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.']  Does  £3  a  morgen  relnrn  a  fair  interest 
on  the  value  of  the  ground  now? — ^Yes. 

2064.  You  think  that  with  additional  improvements,  such  as 
fencing  and  water  boring,  the  ground  will  !  f'om(>  more  valuable 
still?— Certainly. 

2665.  Mr.  Chven-Lpivis.']  Did  the  value  of  the  land  go  up  verv 
much  when  the  railway  was  constructed? — Yes, 
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266G.  And  it  has  maintained  the  increasfd  value  ever  since? — 
Yos. 

2067.  Mr.  Rvbidge.]  You  said  you  would  be  in  favour  of  Govern- 
ment f^iving  assistance  for  jackal  i)roof-fencinw?— Yes. 

2GG8.  Would  you  consider  it  advisable  to  give  assistance 
to  individual  farmers  or  to  a  combination  of  farmers  in  each  dis- 
trict, and  make  them  fence  their  outside  l)()undary,  and  so  clear 
out  jackals  in  that  area,  and  after  that  they  can  fence  their  farms? 
— Yes,  that  is  a  very  good  suggestion.  It  would  be  very  difficult 
to  assist  every  individual  farmer  to  make  camps  for  his  stock. 

2669.  You  think  the  suggestion  I  have  made  would  l)e  more 
accejjtable  to  Government  ilian  that  every  individual  fanui*r 
should  get  assistance? — Yes. 
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2672.  Cliairman.]  What  office  do  you  hold? — I  am  a  farmer  in 
the  district  of  Beaufort  West,  am  Field-cornet,  and  Scab  Inspector. 

2673.  In  these  capacities  you  have  gone  about  your  district  a 
good  deal? — ^Yes;  I  know  all  a1)out  that  part  of  the  country. 

2674.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council  to  be  (1)  to 
consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — I  am  in  favour  of  such  a 
scheme. 

2675.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  Local  Commit- 
tees of  Agriculture  in  each  Fiscal  Division  of  the  Colony,  their  elec- 
tion to  be  by  the  landowners  in  each  Ward,  or  that  they  should  be 
elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division? — Yes,  I  am. 

2676.  What  is  meant  is  a  Committee  of  local  farmers  and  land- 
owners whose  status  or  position  would  be  acknowledged  ])y  the 
Government,  and  would  be  a  permanent  body  in  each  Fiscal  Divi- 
sion.   Do  you  agree  to  that? — ^I  do. 

2677.  Do  you  think  that  such  a  body,  chosen  by  the  farmers  of 
a  district,  would  be  of  advantage  in  assisting  the  development  of 
the  resources  of  the  country? — Yes. 

26/8.  How  do  you  think  such  a  Committee  should  be  elected? 
—  One  member  out  of  every  Field-cornetcy  should  be  enough.  My 
experience  is  that  the  fewer  members  you  have  in  any  such  body, 
the  better  work  is  done. 

2679.  Do  you  think  that  these  Local  Committees  should  choose 
the  larger  Council  of  Agriculture,  or  such  selection  should  be  left 
to  the  farmers  at  large?  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  Council  composed 
of  so  many  members  as  is  proposed? — I  am  not  sure  if  so  large  a 
Council  would  be  of  use,  but  if  a  Council  of  Agriculture  is  to  be 
appointed,  I  think  the  Local  Committees  should  have  the  right  to 
choose  their  representatives.  T  am  not  in  favour  of  so  many  elec- 
tions; the  farmers,  as  a  rule,  are  not  partial  to  them. 

2680.  Are  you  in  favour  of  these  Local  Committees  in  each 
Fiscal  Division,  selected  by  the  landowners  and  farmers,  being  per- 
manent Committees? — ^Yes. 

268L  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  that  these  Local 
Committees  in  each  Fiscal  Division  should  nominate  at  least  one 
of  their  number,  so  as  to  form  a  superior  body,  which  would  bring 
the  farmers  into  closer  touch  with  the  Government? — Yes,  I  do 
think  so, 
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2682.  Mr.  Oosthvisen.']  What  do  you  think  these  Local  Commit- 
tees should  do,  in  the  shape  of  work",  in  their  districts  ?— Their  work 
should  be  to  assist  in  developing  all  the  agricultural  resources  of 
their  respective  districts. 

2683.  Are  you  in  favour  of  these  Local  Committees  undertaking 
to  get  assistance  from  the  Government  for  fencing? — Yes.  If  the 
proposed  Board  of  Agriculture  could  obtain  assistance  from  the 
Government  for  farmers,  on  reasonable  terms,  for  fencing,  it  would 
bo  an  excellent  thing. 

2684.  Do  you  approve  of  the  proposal  by  which  a  farmer,  by 
paying  an  agricultural  rate  instead  of  mortgaging  his  farm,  could 
thereby  improve  his  property? — I  am  sure  farmers  generally  would 
approve  of  it. 

2685.  Then  your  opinion  is  that  these  Local  Committees,  com- 
posed of  farmers  and  landowners,  would  be  of  great  use? — Yes. 

2686.  You  do  not  think  these  Local  Committees  should  merely 
exist  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  nominees  for  the  Council  of  Agri- 
culture?— No,  T  think  these  Committees  should  be  permanent,  in 
order  to  attend  to  all  agricultural  interests  in  their  repective  dis- 
tricts. 

2687.  Chairman.']  Do  you  say  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  Government  to  advance  monev  for  fencing  purposes? — Yes. 

2688.  Do  vou  not  think  that  irrigation  is  of  greater  importance 
than  fencing? — I  do. 

2689.  Are  you  of  or)inion  that  farmers  do  not  make  suflRcient 
use  of  the  Irigation  Acts?  Tf  you  do  not  think  thev  do  so,  give  us 
your  opinion? — I  am  quite  aware  of  the  fact  that  an  Act  exists  bv 
■<vhich  a  farmer  can  mortgage  his  proBertv  to  the  extent  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  value  for  the  purpose  of  irriofation  works.  But  one 
reason  whv  they  do  not  take  advantage  of  that  Act  is,  that  Divis- 
sional  Council  valuations  are  so  low,  that  the  two-thirds  value, 
allowed  bv  the  Government,  is  not  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

2690.  Is  there  any  other  reason? — ^Yes.  Farmers  do  not  seem 
inclined  to  take  advantage  of  this  Act  because  apnarentlv  thev  do 
not  understand  its  purport.  The  fact  is,  that  if  a  farmer  wishes  to 
undertake  the  construction  of  a  dam  under  the  Irrigation  Act,  the 
Government  send  up  an  Engineer  to  insnect  the  farm  and  the 
localitv.  The  Engineer  makes  his  plans,  the  farmer  has  his  oAvn 
ideas  about  it,  and  the  result  is  that  the  Engineer  and  the  farmer 
d.T  T)oi  agree;  thev  do  not  come  together. 

2R9L  Whv  is  that? — One  reason  is  that  the  Engineer  apparentlv 
gets  his  monev  readily — while  the  farmer,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
to  earn  his  monev  bv  work.  Another  reason  is  this:  I  know  of 
Government  Engineers,  who  made  the  Rooiberg  dam,  in  TCenhardt 
district.  That  dam  cost  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  yet  it  did  not 
last  verv  long;  it  got  washed  awav. 

2692.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the  Engineers  generallv  estimate 
the  cost  of  a  dam  to  be  two  or  three  times  as  much  as  the  amount 
for  which  the  farmer  himself  can  construct  it?—  Yes.  The  Engineer 
thinks  it  is  merelv  a  matter  for  the  Government  to  consider.  The 
Government  is  supposed  to  have  plentv  of  luonev,  and  can  afford 
to  spend  a  great  deal  more  than  the  farmer  can.  At  Thobus  the  Gov- 
ernment proposed  to  construct  a  dam.  One  Government  Engineer 
came  and  said  one  scheme  would  be  the  thing.  Another  Engineer 
came  along,  and  said  that  exactlv  the  reverse  was  wanted  to  be 
done.  One  approved  of  a  certain  plan,  and  the  other  condemned 
i1        In  Beaufort  West  district  these  Government  Engineers  made 
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two  large  furrows,  one  of  which  was  so  useless  thai  the  water  was 
made  to  run  in  the  opposite  direction  to  that  intended.  Then  they 
made  another  furrow,  at  a  lower  level,  and  in  that  way  got  the 
water  to  flow  to  the  dam.  1  feel  certain  that  the  furrows  there  con- 
structed by  the  Government  offlcials  cost  no  less  than  £10,000. 
Compared  with  this,  let  me  mention  the  case  of  the  Beaufort  West 
Municipality.  They  have  made  practically  a  similar  furrow,  from 
the  same  river,  which  only  cost  £500,  and  is  equally  serviceable. 
The  Government  Engineers  wasted  money  by  making  another  sluit 
in  order  to  divert  the  water  back,  whereas  the  Municipal  Commis- 
sioners, in  their  work,  simply  left  the  sluice  they  constructed  to  per- 
form the  same  service,  for  a  much  smaller  expenditure  of  money. 
That  is  my  reason  for  saying  that  the  farmer  and  the  Engineer 
do  not  agree  when  it  comes  to  expenditure  upon  irrigation  works. 

2093.  Have  you  a  dam  on  your  farm  i — Yes,  but  it  was  not  built 
by  Engineers,  it  was  constructed  by  myself. 

2094.  If  you  wanted  to  enlarge  your  dam  would  you  do  it  your- 
self, or  seek  the  assistance  of  Government  Engineers? — I  would 
not  call  in  an  engineer;  I  should  certainly  do  the  work  myself. 

2095.  How  long  has  your  dam  lasted? — It  was  made  about  25 
years  ago. 

2696.  And  is  it  of  great  service  to  you,  as  a  farmer? — It  was 
nevi-r  empty  for  about  15  years,  but  after  the  war  it  became  empty. 
Below  the  dam  I  have  a  strong  fountain,  and  have  thus  been  able 
to  store  a  good  deal ;  but  since  the  dam  became  empty  the  fountain 
also  ceased  running,  in  consequence  of  which  some  of  my  trees 
died.  I  could  not  carry  on  operations  on  my  farm  without  the  dam 
in  question. 

2697.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  What  quantity  of  produce  could  you 
raise  owing  to  the  existence  of  this  dam  on  your  farm? — It  serves 
to  raise  about  50  bags  of  wheat,  in  addition  to  lucerne  and  other 
crops. 

2698.  What  did  this  dam  cost?— About  £500. 

2699.  Did  any  Government  or  other  Engineer  give  an  estimate 
as  to  what  such  a  dam  would  cost,  if  constructed  in  accordance 
with  their  views  ? — Yes,  I  was  told  it  would  cost  about  £2,000. 

2700.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis^  Do  you  consider  there  would  be  any 
JiflficLilty  in  getting  practical  and  representative  men  to  serve  on 
these  Local  Committees  of  Agriculture,  and  also  on  the  Council  and 
Board  of  Agriculture?- — Yes,  I  do. 

2701.  Chairman:]  Is  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  it  exists  at 
the  present  time,  in  your  opinion,  sufficiently  in  touch  mth  the 
farming  community  ?— Not  with  us.  In  the  Middle  Districts, w-here 
I  live,  the  country  is  exactly  in  the  same  state  as  it  was  when  my 
forefathers  were  there. 

2702.  Do  you  therefore  think  that  the  Local  Committees,  as  are 
here  suggested,  would  be  of  material  service  to  the  farmers  in  your 
district? — I  certainly  think  so. 

2703.  Do  you  think  it  is  really  necessary,  considering  the  posi- 
tion in  whicli  farmers  are  placed  at  the  present  time,  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  by  the  Government  on  their  behalf? — I  cer- 
tainly think  so.  In  such  districts  as  Beaufort  West,  Victoria  West, 
Carnarvon,  and  elsewhere,  unless  something  is  done  to  help  the 
farmers,  they  will  certainly  be  ruined.  I  do  not  only  say  so  as  far 
as  farming  matters  are  concerned,  but  \Y\i\\  regard  to  education  as 
well.  Unless  something  is  done  to  bring  the  farming  community 
together  in  these  districts,  then  the  results  will  be  lamentable. 
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2704.  Do  you  think  that  ^.uch  uii<lertakings  as  irrigation  workb 
will  help  to  bring  about  a  better  slate  of  things? — Yes,  it  will  serve 
two  purposes.  Large  irrigation  works  would  bring  tlie  people  to- 
gether more  than  has  been  the  case  in  the  past,  and  would  bring 
them  into  closer  touch  with  the  Government;  and  it  would  also 
make  ii  possible  for  them  to  enjoy  a  greater  measure  of  education. 

2705.  Do  you  think  that  in  the  Uoupli  and  similar  districts 
there  are  favourable  localities  for  the  construction  of  large  dams? 
— Yes,  there  are  plenty  of  such  places,  but  there  has  been  so  little 
rain  of  late  that  it  would  be  better  to  help  us  with  water-bores,  so 
that  we  could  get  water  for  our  stock.  Most  of  the  farmers  have 
small  dams,  but  the  water  supply  from  these  is  not  sufficient  for 
their  purpose. 

2706.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Are  you  resident  in  the  Gouph,  district 
of  Beaufort  West?^I  am. 

2707.  What  kind  of  a  district  is  it  with  regard  to  rainfall,  or 
nvoisiure?— The  average  rainfall  during  the  last  three  years  would 
be  about  4  inches. 

27Uo.  What  is  the  price  of  land  in  your  district? — We  usually 
reckon  the  value  of  our  ground  at  10s.  a  morgen,  but  there  is  no 
sale  fo.r  it  just  now.  I  think,  however,  that  the  ground  in  my  dis- 
trict has  proved  its  value,  because  it  was  absolutely  possible  for 
stock  10  exist  in  spite  of  the  small  quantity  of  rain  we  had.  Not- 
withc>landing  the  drought,  farmers  still  managed  to  save  their 
stock. 

2709.  Do  you  think  your  farm-land  could  only  be  enhanced  in 
value  by  sinking  bore-holes  or  digging  wells? — Yes,  if  there  were 
moro  bore-holes  or  wells  in  my  district  we  could  keep  more  stock. 
There  are  places  in  my  district  where,  simply  by  sinking  bore  holes 
and  erecting  wind-mills,  farmers  have  enough  water  for  irrigating 
their  land  so  as  to  grow  sufficient  i^roduce  of  all  kinds  for  their 
use  and  consumption.  I  know  of  cases  in  which  people  have  bored 
for  water  and  have  obtained  a  strong  outflow,  but  they  were  in 
such  great  poverty  that  they  could  not  make  use  of  the  water,  be- 
cause they  were  not  in  a  position  to  buy  a  wind-mill  or  })umps. 

2710.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  With  reference  to  the  appointment  of 
Local  Committees  in  each  Fiscal  Division,  how  do  you  think  the 
members  of  these  Committees  should  be  elected?  By  the  Divisional 
Council  ratepayers  or  by  the  landowners  and  farmers  of  the  dis- 
trict?— If  the  projjosal  is  that  they  should  be  elected  by  the_  rate- 
payers of  the  Divisional  Council,  then  the  scheme  had  better  be 
left  alone  altogether.  The  election  must  only  be  by  landowners 
and  farmers.  Any  other  people  have  no  interest  nor  practical 
knowledge  of  these  matters. 

2711.  Do  you  think  there  is  room  enough  for  two  bodies  such 
as  a  Local  Committee  of  farmers  and  the  Divisional  Council  as  well, 
or  do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  only  one  body? — I  think 
there  must  be  the  two  bodies,  because  the  Divisional  Council  has 
its  own  work  to  do. 

2712.  Chairman.]  Is  it  your  opinion  that  this  is  not  the  time — 
ihe  c(<n(lilions  are  not  favourable — for  the  construction  of  dams, 
but  ii  we  had  a  rainy  season  then  the  dams  would  be  of  great  use? 
— Yes.  The  rainfall  is  too  small  at  the  present  time;  therefore  it 
would  \)v  mon^  advantageous  to  the  farmer,  under  present  condi- 
tions, lo  have  bore-holes  instead  of  dams. 

27i;3.  Do  you  know  of  places  in  your  district  where  the  sinking 
of  bore-holes  on  farms  has  enhanced  the  value  of  these  properties? 
— I  do. 
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2714.  Chairman.]  In  what  district  do  you  reside? — In  Eerste 
liiver  district,  and  I  am  engaged  in  farming,  in  wine  and  grain 
growing  and  as  a  cattle-breeder. 

2715.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  i)arts  of  the  Colony;  the  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be  (1)  to  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  upon  schemes  sulSmitted  to  them? — ISlo;  I  am  not  at  all 
in  favour  of  anything  in  that  line.  I  do  not  approve  of  any  Com- 
mittees at  all.  I  reckon  we  have  enough  representatives.  Our 
members  of  Parliament  can  do  what  is  necessary,  and  our  Agricul- 
tural Societies  should  be  able  to  bring  themselves  into  touch  with 
the  Government. 

271G.  Do  you  then  think  that  the  country  is  sufficiently 
developed,  so  that  nothing  more  is  required? — I  will  not  say  that, 
but  I  think  the  peoi)le  hiave  their  Parliamentary  representatives, 
Avho  should  look  after  the  interests  of  tlieir  constituents. 

2717.  Do  you  admit  that  something  more  should  be  done  for 
the  better  development  of  the  country's  resources  ? — Yes,  I  think 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  room  for  improvement. 

2718.  And  if  tliis  Commission  can  suggest  some  practical  means, 
which  will  meet  with  your  views,  in  the  direction  of  improving  the 
farming  industry,  would  you  express  your  approval  ? — Yes. 

2719.  By  which  the  Department  of  Agriculture  could  Ije  brought 
into  closer  touch  with  the  farming  community,  and  agriculture 
would  be  more  effectively  developed? — Yes,  I  would  agree  to  any 
such  practical  scheme. 

2720.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  You  say  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  im 
provement,  and  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  these  improvements 
were  inquired  into  and  accomplished,  but  you  do  not  approve  of  a 
Council  of  Agriculture? — No. 

2721.  Then  how  would  you  bring  these  improvements  about? — 
I  do  not  see  how  you  can  bring  them  about. 

2722.  Can  you  not  suggest  anything? — I  can  only  say  that,  to 
my  mind,  this  Council  of  Agriculture  would  be  a  sort  of  second 
Parliament. 

2723.  Why  ? — Because  there  would  be  elections.  Y^ou  would 
have  to  get  all  these  men  together,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  do  so. 

2724.  But,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  question  put  to  you, 
wiili  reference  to  the  ap])ointment  of  the  Local  Committees,  and 
the  Council  and  Board  of  Agriculture,  you  must  perceive  there 
would  really  be  only  one  election.  Do  you  understand  that? — Yes, 
I  understand. 

2725.  Do  vou  think  such  a  scheme  would  be  of  no  use?  Or  do 
you  think  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  have  a  body  of  prac- 
tical farmers  advising  the  Government  with  regard  (o  agricultural 
matters  Ihroughoul  the  Colony  ^-  You  have  Agricidlural  Societies 
in  r)  good  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  these  Societies  are  chiefly 
composed  of  representative  farmers. 

2726.  Are  the  Agricultural  Societies  or  Farmers"  Associations  in 
the  Col  on  V  recognised  bv  the  Government,  and  have  they  any 
power  ?-~They  are  recognised  bv  the  Government  to  this  extent, 
tha-:  the  Government  contribute  towards  their  prize-lists. 

2727.  Are  the  Farmers'  Associations  also  recognised  by  the  Gov- 
ernment?— Yes,  in  a  way. 
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2728.  Is  there  not  a  difference  between  the  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions and  Agricultural  Societies?  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the  Agri- 
cultural Societies  are  bodies  which  for  the  most  part  have  to  do 
with  organising  of  Shows? — Yes,  but  they  all  come  together  and 
discuss  agricultural  questions — the  members  of  the  Agricultural 
Societies  as  well  as  those  of  the  Farmers'  Associations. 

2729.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  we  had  a 
body  of  farmers  and  landowners,  absolutely  representing  that 
section  of  the  community,  acknowledged  and  recognised  by  the 
Government,  and  elected  for  the  purpose  of  advising  the  Govern- 
ment upon  all  agricultural  and  farming  questions? — I  adhere  to 
the  oj)inion  I  have  already  expressed  about  representations  to  Gov- 
ernment. 

2730.  Are  you  a  member  of  a  Farmers'  Association  ? — I  am  a 
member  of  the  Steilenbosch  Agricultural  Society. 

2731.  Does  that  Society  consist  only  of  farmers? — Yes,  there 
might  be  a  few  exceptions. 

2732.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Western  Province  Agricul- 
tural Society? — Yes,  I  am  a  member  of  that  Society  also. 

2v33.  Does  that  Societyy  consist  of  farmers  only  ? — No,  there 
are  a  large  number  of  townspeople  who  are  members. 

2734.  Do  you  think  such  a  body  is  capable  of  advising  the  Gov- 
ernment on  agricultural  matters? — Yes,  I  do. 

2735.  How  do  you  suggest  they  should  act?  How  can  such  a 
body  be  brought  into  touch  with  the  Government  ? — Through  the 
Chairman  of  the  Society. 

2736.  Who  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Western  Province  Agricul- 
tural Society? — At  the  present  time,  Mr.  Barry. 

2737.  Do  you  think  Mr.  Barry  is  sufficiently  representative  and 
qualified  to  advise  the  Government  on  all  agricultural  matters 
affecting  the  whole  Colony? — Yes,  I  think  so,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  Society. 

2738.  In  what  wa.y  have  the  existing  Farmers'  Associations 
acted  in  the  past  so  as  to  bring  the  general  farming  community 
into  closer  touch  with  the  Government  ? — I  cannot  give  you  any 
instance  of  their  having  done  so. 

2739.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  Colony  if  the  Agricultural  Department  and 
the  farmers  were  brought  into  closer  touch? — Yes,  I  do  think  so. 

2740.  Can  you  suggest  any  means  by  which  this  could  be 
brought  about  ? — The  Farmers'  Associations  ought  to  be  livened  up 
a  little  more.  The  members  and  farmers  generally  ought  to  be  in- 
duced to  take  a  greater  interest  in  the  work  of  these  Associations. 
Meetings  should  l)e  held,  so  that  all  questions  of  interest  to  farmers 
could  he  discussed,  and  the  proceedings  at  these  meetings  should 
be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Government. 

2741.  Who  should  be  the  people  to  form  these  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciations?— The  farmers  themselves  in  their  various  districts,  of 
course. 

2742.  Are  you  not  aware  that  that  is  exactly  what  this  Com- 
mission is  aiming  to  accomjilish?--  I  rejieat  that  you  have  got  it 
already.  You  have  Farmers'  Associations  and  Agricultural  Socie- 
ties in  many  places. 

2743.  In  how  many  places?— Well,  T  should  say,  all  over  the 
country. 

2744.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  how  many  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciation? there  are  in  the  Colonv?— I  know  of  a  good  many  in  my 
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immediate  dislnct  and  elsewhere,  at  Paarl,  Caledoii,  Slelleiiljoscli, 
Bredcisdoq),  Worcester,  Robertson,  Oradock,  Bedford,  Britstowj), 
and  oilier  places. 

2745.  Is  there  an  Association  at  Victoria  West? — I  cannot  say. 

2740.  Or  at  such  places  as  Colesberg,  Burghersdor]),  Dordrecht, 
and  Aliwal  North? — I  am  not  aware. 

2747.  You  know  that  the  Farmers'  Associations  generally  have 
Congresses  every  year,  represented  by  duly  appointed  delegates? — 
Yes. 

2748.  Are  you  aware  if  at  these  Congresses  eveiy  part  of  the 
Colony  is  represented  by  delegates,  or  only  certain  parts? — I  was 
at  the  Cradock  Conference  myself,  and  1  think  they  had  men  from 
the  different  parts  of  the  Colony.  I  do  not  know  w^hether  they 
selected  them  from  the  Circles,  but  the  last  time  we  had  a  Confer 
ence  at  Cradock,  several  members  were  selected  to  go  to  another 
Congress  at  Pretoria. 

2749.  How  many  Farmers'  Associations  were  represented  at 
that  Cradock  Congress? — I  know  there  were  delegates  from  the 
Western  Province,  Oudtshoorn,  Cradock  itself,  and  other  centres. 

2750.  Any  way,  you  think  it  is  necessary  that  farmers  in  all 
parts  of  the  Colony  should  be  organised  and  represented  in  certain 
bodies,  in  some  shape  or  form? — Y^es. 

2751.  If  the  present  conditions  of  the  farming  community  do 
not  combine  to  bring  that  about,  do  you  think  that  some  alteration 
should  be  made  in  order  to  get  farmers  in  all  parts  of  the  Colony 
to  take  a  greater  interest  in  the  agricultural  concerns  of  the  coun- 
try?— That,  I  think,  is  a  good  idea. 

2752.  Would  you  object  to  the  farmers  in  every  district  being 
asked  to  form  themselves  into  some  kind  of  organisation? — I  think 
that  wotdd  be  a  good  thing;  we  should  have  Farmers'  Associations 
in  each  and  every  district. 

2753.  Should  these  farmers  select  delegates  to  go  to  a  Confer- 
ence or  Congress,  whatever  you  may  call  it,  once  a  year,  or  more 
frequently  if  necessary,  in  order  to  discuss  agricultural  and  farm- 
ing matters,  in  the  same  way  as  is  done  by  Farmers'  Associations 
at  present? — Yes,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  that. 

2754.  After  all,  do  you  think  there  is  very  much  difference  be- 
tween your  suggestion  and  what  is  proposed  with  regard  to  the 
fippointment  of  Local  Committees  and  a  Council  of  Agriculture  ? 
Do  you  think  the  Farmers'  Associations  could  do  all  that  is  neces- 
sary ? — If  anything  of  that  description  is  required,  I  should  say, 
that  the  Farmers'  Associations  could  give  their  advice  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

2755.  Do  you  mean  more  or  less  on  the  lines  suggested  by  this 
Commission?  Do  you  expect  that  Farmers'  Associations  all  over 
tile  country  could  advise  the  Government? — I  do  not  see  why  they 
could  not  do  so;  they  have  the  means  at  their  disi30sal. 

2756.  Would  you  have  the  Farmers'  Associations  elect  dele- 
gates to  a  Central  body,  or  do  you  think  the  Associations  should 
act  independently  of  each  other  ? — Yes,  I  think  they  could  bring 
matters  to  the  notice  of  the  liovernment  independently.  One  thing 
might  l)e  required  in  one  district  which  might  not  be  an  essential 
in  another  district. 

2757.  Is  it  your  suggestion  that,  by  the  means  you  propose,  the 
Government  could  lie  effectively  brought  into  closer  touch  with  the 
farmers  all  over  the  Colony? — Yes. 

2758.  Mr.  RiiMdge.']  Are  you  aware   that   at  the   last   Farmers' 
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Congress,  held  at  Graham's  Town,  ihc  Congress  of  the  Central  l?ar- 
niers'  Association,  only  nineteen  Farmers'  Associations  were  repre- 
sented?— No,  1  am  not  aware  of  that. 

2759.  Are  you  aware  that  there  are  seventy-five  Divisions  in 
file  Colony? — I  believe  so. 

2760.  Do  you  think  that  number  of  delegates  constituted  a  fair 
representation  of  the  whole  Colony,  keeping  in  remembrance  the 
fact  that  out  of  these  nineteen  Farmers'  Asociations,  three  Associa- 
tions from  the  Cathcart  district  alone  were  reperesented  i — No,  I 
would  not  consider  that  a  fair  representation,  but  you  cannot  get 
these  people  from  all  over  the  Colony  to  attend  such  Conferences. 

2761.  Why  were  the  other  districts  in  the  Colony  unrepre- 
sented ? — I  suppose  because  they  have  no  Associations. 

2762.  Then  how  are  we  to  get  all  these  people  to  form  them- 
selves into  Associations? — It  is  difficult  to  get  them  to  act  together 
■It  the  best  of  times.  The  members  of  Parliament  should  do  what 
they  can  in  that  direction.  They  represent  the  various  classes  of 
the  ccnstituency,  and  if  anything  is  wanted  to  be  done,  a  meeting 
should  be  called,  the  members  of  Parliament  should  be  present,  and 
address  their  constituents,  and  it  should  be  for  them  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  Government  whatever  requirements  are  discussed 
and  agreed  upon. 

2763.  May  I  put  it  to  you  that  we  have  three  Farmers'  Associa 
tions  in  Bechuanaland,  but  many  other  districts  in  that  i)art  of  the 
Colony  have  no  Association.  The  Associations  already  in  exist- 
ence are  constantly  in  touch  with  me  as  their  Parliamentary  repre- 
sentative, Init  how  wouki  you  suggest  those  districts  w^hich  have 
no  Association  should  be  brought  into  touch  with  the  Government? 
— I  do  not  know  how  to  suggest  anything ;  in  such  a  case  I  suppose 
any  work  to  be  done  for  those  districts  would  i)ractically  come 
within  the  province  of  the  proposed  Council  of  Agriculture. 

2764.  To  which  apparently  you  are  opi)osed? — Yes,  because  I 
reckon  such  a  Council  would  be  a  sort  of  second  Parliament. 

2765.  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  present  Horticultural  Board 
15  a  sort  of  semi-Parliament? — Yes,  but  what  do  they  do? 

2766.  Does  the  Government  take  no  notice  of  that  Board?  Is 
it  not  a  kind  of  Advisory  Board? — It  is  of  no  use. 

2767.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  there  were  a  combination  of 
farmers  representing  the  various  branches  of  the  farming  industry 
throughout  the  Colony,  the  Government  would  be  compelled  to 
take  notice  of  their  resolutions  and  decisions? — The  Government 
IS  there  for  that  purpose,  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Colony. 

2768.  Is  it  your  o])inion  that  the  members  of  the  Horticultural 
Buard  have  done  no  good  '. — I  do  not  think  they  have  done  any 
good. 

2769.  Do  yon  not  think  that  if  the  (Milire  fanning  community 
of  the  Colony  were  combined  under  such  a  scheme  as  is  now  })ro- 
posed,  the  Government  would  be  forced  to  take  an  interest  in  the 
demands  of  the  farmers,  and  giv(>  them  every  consideration? — We 
have  means  of  doing  that  now.  Our  nienil)ers  of  Parliament  should 
be  able  to  bring  the  representations  of  their  farmer  constituents 
home  to  the  Government. 

2770.  What  is  your  exi)erience  in  your  own  district  in  relation 
(<)  tile  Gov(>rnment? — We  are  near  to  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
fortunately  we  do  not  want  very  much. 

2771.  Mr.  Oostkulsen.]  Have  you  any  opening  in  _\our  district 
for  the  further  development  or  expansion  of  agriculture? — Our 
part  of  the  country  is  pretty  well  developed. 
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211''2.  Do  you  not  think  tliiil  v(mv  iiuich  more  could  1)e  doiui  ill 
vour  part  of  the  Colony  l)y  way  of  development?  1  do  not  think 
so.     What  is  done  there  is  done  upon  the  farmers'  own  initiative. 

2773.  Could  not  larger  crops  of  produce  be  raised? — They  are 
pushing  their  operations  forward  as  much  as  they  can. 

2774.  Is  there  not  scope  for  a  greater  amount  of  work^ — Oh, 
yes.     Ihey  could  grow  much  more. 

2775.  Why  do'  they  not  do  so? — They  are  gradually  pushing 
agriculture  ahead  in  my  district. 

2776.  Is  there  no  means  by  which  the  farmers  could  be  stimu- 
lated into  greater  activity? — Development  is  going  on  very  fast.  It 
is  chiefly  a  wine  district,  and  lately  they  have  planted  a  great  many 
additional  vines. 

2777.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  And  has  that  been  a  success? — Yes,  it 
has.-, 

2778.  Mr.  Oost/misen.]  Then     you     do  not  look  to  the  Govern 
ment  to  do  very  much  more  for  you  in  your  district  in  the  shape  of 
assisting  the  farmers? — Not  in  my  neighbourhood. 

2779.  Have  the  Government  rendered  you  any  assistance  by 
means  of  agricultural  experiments,  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers? 
— They  do  so  in  some  respects,  with  regard  to  seed  oats  tor 
example. 

2780.  What  have  they  done  in  that  direction  i — They  have  been 
experimenting  with  rust  resisting  varieties. 

2781.  Can  I  gather  from  your  evidence  that  on  account  of  your 
proximity  to  the  seat  of  Government,  you  have  no  need  for  any 
assistance?— I  would  not  say  that.  We  have  an  Agricultural 
Society,  but  of  course  we  appreciate  the  circumstance  that  we  are 
close  to  the  seat  of  Government. 

2782.  You  have  mentioned  Agricultural  Societies,  but,  as  you 
are  aware,  there  are  many  Divisions  where  there  are  no  such 
organisations.  Would  you  not  be  in  favour  of  a  scheme  whereby 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  Colony  could  be  represented  by  a 
high-class  uniformity  of  intelligent  farmers  in  the  various  Divi- 
sions?— You  have  Farmers'  Associations,  which  are  practically  the 
Bame  thing. 

2783.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  these  Farmers'  Associations  do  not 
always  comprise  the  various  sections  of  the  farming  industry,  but 
only  a  certain  class  of  farmers? — Yes.  f      ' 

"  27S4.  Would  you  not,  therefore,  be  in  favour  of  having  a  body 
of  farmers,  uniformly  selected  in  each  Fiscal  Division,  to  meet 
together  and  discuss"^  agricultural  matters  ?— They  can  do  that  now 
if  they  want  discussion.  Farmers'  Associations  should  be  formed 
in  every  district  in  the  Colony. 

2785.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  being, 
ex-officio.  Chairman  of  such  an  Association?— I  believe  that  is 
usually  the  case  wath  regard  to  Agricultural  Socieites  ;  I  do  not 
know  if  it  is  the  case  with  Farmers'  Associations. 

2786.  But  you  would  favour  the  proposal  that  the  Civil  Com- 
missioner or  Magistrate  of  the  district  should  officiate  as  Chair- 
man of  any  such  Association  ? — Yes. 

2787.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  believe  in  the  desirability  of  or- 
ganising the  farming  community  throughout  the  Colony?— I  do. 

2788.  Are  vou  aware  that  iii  very  large  areas  of  the  Colony  at 
the  present  tinie  there  exists  no  organisation  amongst  the  farmers 
—no  Farmers'  Associations  nor  Agricultural  Societies  ?— That  may 
bo  so. 
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■27b\).  Ill  cases  where  no  Farmers'  Associalion  or  Agricultural 
feociely  exists,  do  you  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
organise  the  farmers  in  such  districts^ — Yes. 

2790.  Do  you  believe  it  would  be  productive  of  benefit  to  the 
farmers  if  Committees  of  Agriculture  were  formed  in  districts 
where  no  Farmers'  Associations  exist? — Yes. 

2791.  Chairman.]  Do  I  understand  your  opinion  to  be  that  the 
various  members  of  Parliament  are  sufficient  to  represent  the 
farming  requirements  of  their  constituents? — Yes. 

2792.  How,  then,  is  it  that  we  read  so  often  in  the  newspapers, 
especially  in  the  Western  Province,  of  deputations  approaching 
th.;  Government,  instead  of  the  constituents  communicating  with 
their  Parliamentary  representatives  i — I  cannot  say. 

279o.  Have  you  any  ground  for  saying  that  members  of  Par- 
liament are  sufficient  to  bring  the  requirements  of  their  consti- 
tuents before  the  Government,  and  do  you  admit  that  deputations 
very  frequently  take  that  duty  upon  themselves? — I  think  that  the 
constituencies  should  make  use  of  their  Parliamentary  representa- 
tives. 

2794.  Do  you  think  these  deputations  are  wrong  in  going  to 
the  Government,  and  that  they  should  leave  these  matters  to  their 
members  of  Parliament? — I  would  not  say  they  are  wrong,  but 
perhaps  the  people  do  not  like  to  trouble  their  members  of  Parlia- 
ment every  time  as  occasion  may  arise. 

2795.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  Local  Committees  were  ap- 
pointed in  each  district,  authorised  to  carry  through  any  work  of 
agricultural  improvement,  that  would  be  a  more  eft'ective  means  of 
getting  the  farmers  in  each  district  rejireseiited  in  their  relation- 
ships with  the  Government? — If  a  man  wants  anything  done  now, 
he  can  apply  to  his  Field-cornet,  who  can  bring  the  matter  to  the 
notice  of  the  Government  through  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  the 
Division. 

279(j.  Do  _\-ou  admit  it  would  be  easier  for  the  farmer  to  apply 
to  the  Field-cornet  than  to  go  straight  to  the  Government  or  his 
member  of  Parliament? — He  could  adopt  either  course,  but  I  take 
it  that  his  Parliamentary  representative  is  the  first  man  to  whom 
he  should  apply.  He  has  been  elected  by  the  people  of  the  district 
and  should  be  constantly  in  touch  with  his  constituents. 

2797.  In  your  opinion  is  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  it 
exists  at  the  present  time,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  farming 
community? — In  my  district  it  is;  I  cannot  speak  for  up-country 
districts. 

2798.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  What  is  your  principal  branch  of  farm- 
ing ? — Wine-farming. 

2799.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  present  condition  of  the  wine 
industry  in  this  country? — Prices  are  very  low  at  present. 

2800.  Why? — I  do  not  know;  the  Excise,  i)erliaps,  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  it. 

2801.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  expert  ad 
vice  or  o])inion  Avere  brought  to  boai'  upon  (lie  conditions  of  the 
wine-farming  industry,  by  means  of  which  you  could  be  told  that 
the  market  price  is  cither  your  own  fault,  or  the  niarivet  is  over- 
stocked, and  you  could  tlius  be  informed  as  lo  how  to  improve  the 
industry? — Yes,  but  il  all  dejiends  upon  who  tells  me,  what  his 
views  are,  and  whclhcr  or  not  his  ndvice  is  worth  taking.  Some 
|)"'(i|)le  imagine  they  know  a  lot,  but  lliey  don't. 

2S02.  Then  you  do  not  think  it  would  be  useful  t<>  ti\   and  do 
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anything  in  the  direction  indicated  by  this  scheme? — T  do  not  nay 
nothing' should  be  done.  A  man  should  always  be  learning  some- 
thing. 

2803.  Can  yon  not  give  this  Commission  somt^  idea  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  improvements  in  agricultural  administration 
may  be  brought  about  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Colony?— No. 

"  2804-.  Would  you  just  allow  things  io  go  on  as  they  are? — No, 
T  would  not  say  that. 

2805.  But  you  cannot  give  us  any  suggestions  in  the  line  of  im 
provement  or  amendment  of  the  present  system? — No. 

2806.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  that  a  Board  of  experienced 
practical  farmers,  presided  over  by  a  professional  Head  of  the 
Agricultural  Department,  would  be  more  likely  to  forward  the  in- 
terests of  agriculture  than  the  present  system? — I  do  not  think  so. 

2807.  Do  you  approve  of  the  alternative  proposals  for  the  grant 
of  loans  to  Divisional  Councils  and  advances  of  money  to  Agricul- 
tural Associations  or  individual  farmers,  as  set  forth  in  the  printed 
Memorandum  now  before  you,  these  loans  or  advances  to  be 
applied  solely  to  purposes  of  agricultural  or  farming  improve- 
ments?— ^Yes,"  I  think  these  proposals  are  worthy  of  approval.  T 
quite  agree  with  them. 

2808.  Ho\T  would  vou  apnlv  them  in  the  case  of  individual 
farmers?  "Would  you  allow  a  district  to  be  rated  for  one  individual 
farmer  who  may  wish  to  construct  a  large  dam  on  his  pi'opertv? — 
T  would  not  sav  that  all  farmers  should  be  so  assisted,  but  the  Gov- 
ernment should  contribute  toAvards  such  a  scheme. 

2809.  Do  vou  approve  of  Divisional  Councils  beinpf  empowered 
to  rate  a  whole  district  for  the  sake  of  an  individual  farmer? — No. 

2810.  Supposing  a  farmer  is  a  poor  man,  and  his  farm  is  mort- 
gaged, how  would  you  suggest  that  the  Government  should  get 
securitv  for  an  advance  of  monev  to  him,  in  order  that  he  should 
carry  out  certain  improvements  on  his  propertv? — T  do  not  know. 
Tf  he  is  a  poor  man,  and  his  farm  is  bonded,  that  is  an  unfortunate 
position  to  be  in. 

2811.  Mr.  Orpen^  But  the  loan  would  onlv  be  given  on  condi- 
tion that  the  propertv  Avas  imnroved  ;  the  monev  would  onlv  be 
advanced  for  that  purpose.  "What  is  vour  opinion,  viewing  the 
proposition  in  that  light? — T  do  not  see  where  the  security  is  to 
come  in. 

2812.  Mr.  Owen-Leivi.'!.']  "Would  vou  approve  of  the  principle  of 
the  Government  advancing  monev  to  a  farmer  whose  land  is  mort- 
gaged, in  order  that  he  should  carrv  out  certain  reproductive 
works,  the  farmer  to  pav  44  per  cent,  interest,  and  1-|  per  cent. 
Sinking  Fund,  making  6  per  cent,  in  all,  so  that,  after  paving  £60 
per  annum  on  an  advance  of  £1,000,  for  thirtv-two  years,  he  would 
have  paid  off  capital  and  interest?  And  in  the  event  of  that  pro- 
pertv changing  hands  in  the  meantime,  would  you  approve  of  that 
Government  amount  of  £60  per  annum  being  a  first  charge? — Yes. 
T  think  so. 

2813.  Do  vou  ^hink  that  the  interests  of  the  mortgagees  would 
b-'  preiudiced  by  £1,000  being  advanced  bv  the  Government  upon 
the  terms  T  have  mentioned,  supposing  that  Government  advance 
were  made  for  reproductive  works  ? — I  do  not  think  the  bondholder 
would  consent  to  it. 

2814.  "Would  there  not  be  an  increase  in  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty if  the  monev  advanced  by  Government  were  expended  upon 
reproductive  works,  in  the  constniction  of  a  dam.  for  instance? — I 
do  not  know  about  that.  The  da -i  might  b-^  a  failure;  it  might  be 
wash(^d  awa.v. 
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2815.  Supposing  the  dam  were  insured,  and  any  such  damage 
or  destruction  were  paid  for  or  remedied  by  the  insurance  com- 
pany, do  you  think  the  mortgagee's  interests  would  suffer? — Yes,  i 
think  he  would  suffer. 

2816.  Do  you  think  his  security  would  be  dimini.shed? — Yes. 

2817.  By  the  £1,000  being  expended  in  improving  the  land? — 
A  certain  amount  of  time  must  elapse  before  any  return  can  be 
shown  from  the  construction  of  the  dam  or  any  other  improvement. 

2818.  Do  you  not  think  that,  as  far  as  the  property  is  con- 
cerned, supposing  it  were  put  on  the  market  and  sold  with  the  im- 
provement effected  by  means  of  a  Government  advance,  the  farm 
would  have  increased  in  value? — Yes. 

2819.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Do  you  think  the  Government  would  be 
sufficiently  secured  if  the  Divisional  Council  had  authority  to  levy 
a  rate  to  cover  this  6  per  cent,  on  the  money  borrowed,  that  is,  4J 
per  cent,  interest  and  1^  per  cent.  Sinking  Fund  ?  Would  you  think 
such  a  rate  would  endanger  or  prejudice  the  mortgagee? — No,  I 
do  not  think  it  would. 

2820.  You  do  not  think  the  mortgagee  would  have  any  olijec- 
tion  to  such  a  process  or  transaction? — 1  do  not  think  so. 

2821.  If  the  farm  were  sold  you  think  such  a  charge  would  be 
in  the  same  position  as  a  road  rate  ? — Yes.  * 

2822.  Do  you  approve  of  entrusting  the  Divisional  Council 
with  the  duty  of  o])taining  loans  from  the  Government,  to  be  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  farmers  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the 
agricultural  resources  of  the  Colony? — Yes. 

2823.  Do  you  think  that  Divisional  Councils  are  at  present 
composed  of  the  right  class  of  men  to  have  such  ol)ligations  placed 
upon  their  shoulders? — Yes,  they  are  elected  by  the  ratepayers  or 
farmers  of  the  district. 

2824.  But  do  you  recognise  that  some  of  the  people  who  elect 
Divisional  Council  members  simply  own  an  erf  of  ground  and  can- 
not be  correctly  described  as  farmers? — I  understand  that. 

2825.  And  you  think  that  a  l)ody  like  the  Divisional  Council, 
elected  in  that  manner,  is  a  proper  ])ody  to  administer  the  funds 
referred  to  in  this  schedule,  for  loans  or  advances  of  monev? — Yes, 
T  do. 

2826.  Does  your  experience  of  Divisional  Councils  lead  you  to 
think  that  thev  are  sufficiently  enterprising  and  energetic  to  prac- 
tically studv  farming  matters  for  the  benefit  of  the  agricultural 
community? — Yes.  That  may  not  be  their  proper  function  at  pre- 
sent, l)nt  they  are  capable  of  undertaking  it. 
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Thursday,  rjifi  Jannary,  1905. 

PRESENT : 

1.  J.  Wreber,  Esq.,  M.J-.A.  {Chairman). 

Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.c;.  \V.  RuMdgc,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen  Lewis,  M.L.C.  It  Orpeii,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

L.  Abrahamson,  l^sq.,  M.L.A. 
0.  A.  Ooslhuisen,   Es(i.,  Ml -A. 
Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


Dr.  L.  A.  Nol)l)S  (Expert 
xv(lviser). 


The  Hon.  Dr.  Adam  Jameson,  examined. 

2827.  Chairman.]  What  is  your  official  position?—  I  am  Commis- 
sioner of  Lands  in  the  Transvaal  Colony. 

2828.  You  are  aware  that  we  are  sitting  as  a.  Commission  with 
the  object  of  re-organising  the  Agricultural  Department  of  this 
Colony  ?-  Yes. 

2829.  Will  you  kindly  give  us  your  views  upon  that  subject? — 
I  take  it  that  the  first  question  to  be  considered  is  as  to  how  your 
Department  of  Agriculture  can  most  effectively  be  re-organised.  I 
should  say  there  are  three  main  objects  to  be  kept  in  view  in  build- 
ing up  an  Agricultural  Department.  The  first  of  these  is  to  render 
the  land  available  for  agricultural  purposes,  particularly  in  the 
Colony.  The  second  is  to  enable  those  who  intend  to  cultivate  the 
land  to  avail  themselves  of  an  egricultural  education,  so  that  they 
will  be  in  a  position  to  carry  out  their  agricultural  operations.  The 
third  consideration  is  that  the  Agricultural  Department  should 
render  material  aid  and  encouragement  to  the  agricultural  indus- 
try. Broadly,  these  are  the  three  principal  objects  to  be  aimed  at 
by  all  Agricultural  Departments,  and  these  are  the  things  which 
are  sought  to  be  achieved  both  in  European  countries  and  America. 
The  underlying  principles  of  such  a  Department  are  that ;  in  the 
first  place,  you  must  not  interfere  with  the  initiative  of  the  peo- 
ple, wnth  the  farmers  of  the  country,  by  rendering  them  such  assist- 
ance as  wdll  tend  to  take  away  their  independence  and  originality 
of  thought  and  action.  Every  Agricultural  Department  wdiich  has 
tried  to  do  that  has  failed.  We  have  a  long  history  of  failures  in 
niapy  countries  wdiere  too  much  has  lieen  departmentally  at- 
tempted, or  the  Department  has  sought  to  do  things  in  a  wa-ong 
way;  in  the  second  place,  another  sound  principle  to  be  observed 
is  that  you  must  make  the  head  of  your  Department  or  Depart- 
mental Division  absolutely  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  his 
work,  and  for  the  efficiency  of  his  Department.  And  the  head  of 
thai  Department  must  be  a  trained  man  of  science,  or  of  scientific 
agriculture,  and  you  must  give  him  full  responsibility.  With 
regard  to  the  scope  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  or  the  scope, 
at  aM  events,  of  the  Portfolio  held  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
it  varies  in  different  countries.  If  we  recognise  the  objects  which 
we  aim  for,  you  can  then  lay  down  the  Department  upon  very 
broad  lines.  I  have  said  that  the  first  object  to  be  achieved,  if 
possible,  is  to  render  the  land  available  for  agricultural  use.  Now^ 
that  can  only  be  done  in  a  new  country  (and,  I  do  not  say  this  is 
a  new  country),  like  the  Australian  Colonies,  by  having  a  Lands 
Department  to  prepare  the  way  for  agriculture,  to  enable  you  tQ 
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have  tne  land  cut  up  into  suitable  areas  lor  airricultural  purposes. 
I  have  here  a  very  valuable  report,  which  contains  a  vast  amount 
of  most  useful  informaiion  upon  this  sul)ject.     It  is  the  "Report 
of  the  Recess  Committee  on  the  establishment  of  a  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Industries  for  Ireland,"  and  was  published  in  1896. 
One  point  in  this  Report,  to  which  I  wish  especially  to  refer,  is  in 
regard  to  Denmark.    A  new  Ministry  of  Agriculture  was  appointed 
in  Denmark  in  1896,  and  it  comprises  two  Bureaux,  one  of  which 
"deals  with  the  State  surveys,  and  the  other  with  agriculture  pro- 
per, Avith  the  veterinary  education  and  the  prevention  of  cattle 
flisease,  with  the  forests  and  the  reclamation  of  waste  lands,  and 
with  the  fisheries."    That  refers  to  Denmark,  which  is  an  old  coun- 
try, and  yet  which  so  recently  as  1896  recognised  the  necessity  of 
establishing  a  Lands  DQj:)artment,  for,  amongst  other  duties,  it  pro- 
vided for  the  carrying  out  of  State  surveys.       The  Report-  further 
states: — "The    Danish    land    SA^stem    has    undergone    a    radical 
reform,  since  the  closing  fourteen  vears  of  the  last  centur^^.    Before 
that     time      the      land      was      held      by     a     few     large     pro- 
prietors,   the    peasant    being    practicallv    adseri-ptus     glehce.       It 
has  since  been  passing  into  the  hands  of  the  tenants  as  freehold, 
and  is  now  mainlv  held  by  a  peasant  proprietory."    The  point  1 
wish  to  emphasise  is  the  great  necessity  of  seeing  that  your  land  is 
held  and  developed  upon  proper  lines.    You  may  say  that  is  diflfi- 
cult  in  a  country  where  there  is  no  administration  by  a  Lands  De- 
partment, and  so  it  is.    We  have  had  to  establish  a  Lands  Depart- 
ment in  the  Transvaal,  and  it  might  be  useful  if  I  put  in  the  Report 
of  that  Department,    carr^ang    us  to  June,  1904.  showing  what  we 
have  had  to  do.     To  the  Report  are  appended  the  different  forms 
of  land  tenure — leasehold  forms,  grants,  reserves,  and  so  on.    That 
i7!formafion  mav  be  interesting  in  so  far  as  the  first  stasfe  of  the 
subi'-ct  is  concerned.      In    an    older  country,  where  the  land  has 
already  been  taken  up,  it  is  very  difficult  to  imdertake  such  a  task, 
and  Ave  were  confronted  with  such  a  diflficulty  in  the  Transvaal,  but 
there  we  have  still  a  considerable  sum  of  money  available  for  land 
settlement,  and  the  method  we  have  adonted  is  this:  When  a  far- 
mer or  selector  desires  to  settle  upon  the  land  and  carrA^  out  agri- 
cnltural  operations,  he  generally  goes  through  the  country  to  ascer- 
tain AAT^hat  farms  are  for  sale.     He  thus  discovers  a  fa.rm  which  he 
AA'ould  like  to  purchase,  and  he  communicates  Avith  the  Department 
to  that  efT'ect.     We  then  send  an  inspector  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  farm,  and  if  his  Arabia tion  is  much  the  same  as  the  price 
risked  bA''  the  seller,  we  are  prepared  to  assist  the  selector  to  the 
extent  of  one-half  or  tAA^o-thirds  of  the  amount  it  might  cost.     Sup- 
nosiny  a  farm  is  to  cost  €3.000,  Ave  saA^  to  the  farmer — "Tf  you  find 
£1,000  AA-e  shall  put  vou  under  one  of  the  Ordinances  referred  to  in 
the  Report  T  have  inst  submitted,  and  a'Ou  aahII  be  enabled  to  obtain 
an  advance  of  £2,000  from  the  Government,  paA^ment  of  AA-hich  Avill 
be  extended  over  a  period  of  J^O  vears."  Bv  such  means  aa'c  are  get- 
finer  a  area t  deal  of  good  settlement  in  the  Transvaal;  good,  sound 
farmers  are  comin.of  in,  because  it  stnnds  to  reason  fhnt  a  man  is 
nnf  no'mrt    to    settle    upon    the    land    nnd    expend  a  considerable 
.imonnt  of  cauital  unless  be  is  fnirlv  snre  of  bein?  snrcessfnl.      Tn 
<his  AvaA^  AA^e  do  not  interfere  Avith  the  initiative  of  the  farmer;   in 
fnct  we  make  him  a  co-partner  of  the  State  for  the  time  beinf7,  and 
imdonbledlA^  Ave  are  gettinrf  verv  valnable  settlers  info  the  Trans- 
\nal  ;it  the  nresent  time.      We    haA^e    cA^en  had  applications  from 
Ibis  foloiiv  in  regard  to  this  matter.     Although  Ave  do  not  Avant  to 
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Cape  Colony.  We  also  have  a  fund  to  administer,  l)y  which  we  can 
make  advances  to  those  who  are  under  this  Ordinance;  but  these 
advances,  being  under  Statute,  can  only  be  made  in  a  very  specific 
and  definite  manner.  They  are  made  ditliculty  upon  im])rove- 
ments,  and  we  see  that  we  have  our  security ;  we  give  nothing 
away,  but  are  absolutely  secured  in  regard  to  these  amounts  ad- 
vanced. As  showing  what  has  been  (lone  in  Western  Australia 
towards  assisting  farmers  by  making  them  agricultural  advances,  I 
may  refer  you  to  the  lastest  report  of  the  Rank  there.which  brings  its 
operations  up  to  June,  1904,  and  the  aid  thus  given  has  been  found 
most  useful  as  ameans  towards  developing  the  resources  of  the 
country.  I  would  further  say  that  a  Survey  Branch  must  be  recog- 
nised as  a  necessary  part  of  the  Lands  Department.  And  not  only 
must  you  have  your  land  surveyed,  l)ut  you  must  have  an  Irriga- 
tion Department,  dealing  with  the  dry  lands,  improving  it,  and 
rendering  it  available  for  use,  by  means  of  irrigation,  letting  that 
outlay  stand  as  the  first  cost  or  charge  on  the  land.  You  would 
therefore  have  an  Irrigation  Department  with  an  eminent  engineer 
at  the  head,  capable  of  advising  as  to  what  land  can  be  utilised  by 
hydraulics  or  irrigation.  The  engineer  advises  as  to  the  cost  of  a 
scheme,  and  the  Director  of  Agriculture  as  to  whether  the  products 
from  the  land  will  be  of  sufificient  value  to  justify  going  on  with 
irrigation  and  development.  This,  I  can  assure  you,  is  a  most 
valuable  aid  to  the  Lands  Department.  In  connection  with  the 
Lands  Division  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  I  think  it  is  also 
desirable  to  have  control  of  the  high  wavs,  roads,  and  bridges.  In 
many  Colonies  these  generallv  fall  within  the  province  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Works.  In  the  Transvaal,  Public  Works  hap- 
pen to  fall  under  my  administration,  and  it  may  be  that  sooner  or 
later  roads  and  bridges  will  be  included  in  the  Lands  Department. 
I  have  some  support  for  such  a  course  in  the  almost  classic  Memo- 
randum of  M.  E.  Tisserand,  Director  of  Agriculture  in  France,  who, 
in  1896,  also  recommended  that  roads  and  bridges  should  fall  under 
the  Lands  Department.  From  that  Memorandum  I  would  quote 
the  following  passage:  — 

"Agriculture  and  Industry  have  intimate  relations  with  each 
other.  It  has  been  well  said  that  they  are  two  sisters  whose  in- 
terests are  identical.  They  live,  in  fact,  side  by  side,  depending 
one  upon  the  other,  having  the  same  needs  and  aspirations,  their 
schools  organised  and  worked  upon  the  same  principles,  individual 
initiative  and  volunta.ry  associations  acting  in  connection  with 
them  under  similar  conditions,  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the 
one  following  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  other.  Admini- 
strative action  in  their  behalf  ought,  therefore,  to  proceed  on 
similar  lines.  Thus,  it  seems  to  me  of  great  importance  for  a  coun- 
try situated  as  Ireland  is,  that  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  should 
embrace  within  its  jurisdiction  Commerce  and  Industry  as  well,  so 
that,  placed  in  the  same  hands,  and  under  a  sinole  management, 
there  may  be  co-ordination  without  friction,  and  harmony  in  the 
efforts  made  bv  the  State  to  advance  their  common  interests. 

"  In  addition  to  its  other  functions,  the  administration  of  rural 
highways  and  lines  of  communication,  whose  development  and 
efficient  maintenance  are  of  such  high  importance  to  Agriculture, 
Commerce,  and  Industry  alike,  might  be  ^^^thin  the  scope  of  such 
a  Ministry. 

"Finallv,  the  control  of  mines  and  quarries,  having  a  relation 

[G.  3,— 1905. J  T  -^^ 


274 

to  the  usage  of  the  soil,  would  also  be  logically  attached  to  this  -ue- 
partinent.  This  fusion  exists  in  several  countries,  but  it  is  not 
absolutely  necessary,  the  point  being  one  which  clearly  would  de- 
pend upon  the  legal  system  and  the  existing  organisation  of  ])ublic 
woi'ks  in  each  country. 

"  In  our  opinion  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  Ireland  ought 
to  comprise,  at  least  in  their  main  outlines,  Iho  followina  Depart 
mcnts  or  services:  — 

1.  Agriculture. 

2.  Commerce  and  Industry. 

3.  Forests,  water-ways,  and  State  domains. 

4.  Rural  highways,  lines  of    communication,    agricultural 
tramways,  light  railways,  mines  and  quarries. 

"  Each  of  these  divisions,  forming  a  distinct  and  homogeneous 
administration,  would  include "  certain  services,  and  the  Memo- 
randum proceeds  to  specify  these  services  in  detail.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  a  very  broad  and  comprehensive  scheme  is  recom- 
mended for  a  complete  and  efficient  Department  of  Agriculture. 
In  France  four  thousand  million  pounds  sterling  has  been  spent 
upon  Agriculture,  which  shows  the  enormous  importance  of  such 
a  portfolio  in  the  estimation  of  the  statesmen  and  public  of  that 
country.  For  a  great  many  years  past  I  have  personally  urged  the 
paramount  importance  of  Lands  and  Agriculture  as  a  Ministerial 
Department;  and  it  is  of  particular  importance  in  a  Colony  like 
this,  where  agriculture  is  the  chief  industry.  It  may  be  different 
in  the  Transvaal,  where  we  have  great  mineral  wealth,  but  that 
again  makes  it  a  little  difficult  for  those  connected  with  agricul- 
tural administration  to  hold  their  position.  In  the  Cape  Colony, 
however,  agriculture  must  surely  be  the  main  and  chief  industr^^ 
Therefore  the  wider  you  make  the  scope  of  that  Department  the 
greater  will  be  its  importance,  and  the  higher  will  l)e  the  respect  of 
other  Ministers  for  the  Minister  holding  the  Portfolio  of  Agricul- 
ture. In  my  own  particular  case,  in  Western  Australia,  I  found  it 
useful  to  be  the  Minister  presiding  over  the  Upper  Houses.  There, 
I  had  little  to  do  with  politics.  I  was  the  Minister  of  Lands;  the 
members  of  that  branch  of  the  Legislature  constituted  practically 
the  landed  House,  and  consequently  I  secured  a  great  deal  of  sup- 
port for  the  various  measures  which  I  was  able  to  bring  forward 
from  time  to  time.  It  was  my  own  suggestion  that  the  Minister  of 
Lands  should  be  the  Minister  in  the  Upper  House,  and  during  that 
period  we  made  great  advances  in  Western  Australia  in  agricul- 
ture, not  owing  to  the  personality  of  the  Minister,  but  from  the  fact 
that  as  he  sat  in  the  U])))i'r  House  he  received  a  liberal  support 
from  tile  landed  interest.  'I  liat  has  not  always  been  recognised, 
but  from  my  own  point  of  view  I  have  always  thought  it  to  be  a 
very  important  as])ect  of  tlie  case.  T  should  like  to  impress  upon 
this  Commission  the  necessity  for  basing  tlie  Agricultural  Port- 
folio upon  as  broad  principles  as  |)ossible,  making  it  extremely 
comprehensive  in  its  scope,  givini;  il  great  powers,  and,  in  fact,  the 
aulhoi'ily  of  the  Minister  must  he  as  absolute  as  ])()ssible.  No 
('.oubt  he  must  be  advised  l)y  others  who  are  competent  to  do  so, 
l)ul  lie  must  be  absolutely  powerful  in  cari'ving  out  the  work  of  Ww 
Department,  leaving  him  to  administer,  of  course,  but  authorising 
him  to  give  entire  responsibility  to  each  particidar  Department  of 
scientific  men,  such  as  our  "DTi't'clor  of  Agricullure.  He  and  other 
hi-'ads  of  Departments  or  DiN'isions  of  the  i'ortfolio  of  Agriculture 
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should  advise  the  Minister  with  reference  to  the  various  technical 
questions  continually  crop]iino;"  up,  so  that  the  Minister  can  force 
his  policy  through  the  Executive  and  also  through  the  Legislature. 
You  must  always  recognise  the  one  ])oint  that  there  must  be  some- 
one at  the  to}).  If  he  does  not  force  his  way,  departmentally,  right 
through  and  through,  you  will  never  make  agriculture  a  success  in 
the  Colony.  You  must  have  a  strong  Minister.  I  do  not  know  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  in  this  Colony,  and  T  know  nothing  what- 
ever of  your  politics,  but  I  do  know,  and  have  seen  it  during  the 
last  twenty  years,  that  the  development  of  agriculture  depends 
upon  the  strength  of  the  Minister,  who  gives  an  individual  impulse 
to  every  progressive  movement  throughout  the  entire  Uolony. 
Now  with  regard  to  organisation,  we  have  again  to  keep  our  aims 
in  view,  and  our  first  aim  being  to  render  the  land  available  for 
the  use  of  agriculturists.  Consequently,  one  of  the  very  first 
measures  that  has  to  be  adopted  before  men  will  settle  down  in  a 
country,  is  to  make  sure  that  there  is  a  strong  Veterinary  Police,  so 
that  contagious  diseases  may  be  kept  under  control.  If  the  conta- 
gious diseases  of  animals  are  not  strenuously  dealt  with  in  any 
country  then  a  man  is  foolish  indeed  to  settle  there.  He  is  in  dan- 
ger of  the  whole  of  his  capital  being  interfered  with,  of  the  whole  of 
his  stock  being  contaminated  and  destroyed ;  and  unless  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  has  absolute  power  to  cope  with  such 
evils,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  you  can  recommend  any  man  to  settle 
in  your  Colony.  One  of  the  first  steps  towards  the  attainment  of  a 
thoroughly  effective  organisation  in  your  Agricultural  Department 
is  to  have  a  strong  Veterinary  Division,  so  that  the  farmers 
throughout  the  Colony  may  be  protected  from  contagious  diseases. 
The  conditions  of  administration  should  be  such  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossil)le  for  one  man  to  deliberately  impart  contagious 
animal  disease  to  his  neighbour.  That  is  the  first  step  you  must 
take,  and  we  have  found  that  of  very  great  importance  in  the 
Transvaal.  The  first  step  we  took  in  agriculture  was  to  make  the 
country  clean.  We  have  adopted  very  drastic  measures  in  that 
respect,  especially  in  our  Ordinance  dealing  with  Ehodesian  Red- 
water,  and  also  vi^ith  such  diseases  as  Scab.  We  do  not  allow  these 
diseases  to  extend  from  one  farm  to  another.  We  have  a  system  of 
permits  by  which  we  prevent  diseased  animals  from  passing  along 
the  roads,  or  from  one  farm  to  another.  When  we  proposed  to  take 
up  this  matter  people  said :  "  You  will  find  it  impossible  in  a  coun- 
try like  the  Transvaal  to  do  these  things,"  but  I  said  at  all  events 
w^e  would  tr>^;  we  could  do  the  best  possible;  and  it  is  a  strange 
thing  that  the  greatest  assistance  we  get  in  carrying  out  all  these 
Regulations  is  from  the  Boer  farmer  of  the  Transvaal.  No  one 
"assists  us  more  materially  than  the  farmer.  We  have  a  system  by 
which  there  is  a  Committee  of  three  farmers  in  each  Ward.  These 
Committees  form  District  Committees,  and  they  advise  us  in 
regard  to  our  permits,  that  is,  to  whom  they  should  or  should  not 
be  issued,  although,  of  course,  the  central  authority  alone  has  the 
])ower  to  grant  these  permits.  We  find  that  the  farmers  Avho  are 
members  of  these  Committees  are  even  stricter  than  we  are  our- 
selves in  preventing  the  passage  of  diseased  live-stock  from  one 
farm  to  another.  We  regard  that  as  very  hopeful  indeed,  for  it 
shows  what  can  be  done  if  you  take  up  a  firm  line  and  lay  down 
clear  lines  as  to  what  must  be  done.  It  was  a  difficult  thing  to  un- 
dertake; at  one  time  it  seemed  hopeless,  but  it  has  come  about,  and 
we  are  now  overcoming   one    of   the    gravest    diseases    that  ever 

t2 


276 

attacked  any  land — this  East  Coast  fever,  which  at  one  time 
reached  such  dimensions  that  so  eminent  a  scientist  as  Professor 
Koch  thought  it  would  he  better  to  let  it  run  riot  throughout  the 
Avhole  of  South  Africa.  But  we  said  "  No,  we  shall  make  an  effort 
to  check  it,"  and  by  the  means  we  adopted  that  disease  is  being  so 
effectually  checked  that  before  very  long  we  shall  have  the  Trans- 
vaal again  a  clean  country,  able  to  support  a  large  quantity  of 
healthy  stock.  But  this  could  never  have  been  done  had  we  not 
possessed  an  Agricultural  Department  which  took  a  firm  line  and 
dealt  with  these  matters  purely  on  scientific  principles.  It  was  at 
first  a  most  difficult  thing  to  make  the  farmers  understand  any- 
thing with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  but  it  is  now  pretty 
fairly  understood  throughout  the  whole  of  the  country.  It  is  a 
difficult  disease  to  understand,  and  we  had  to  contend  with  formid- 
a])le  obstacles  in  dealing  with  it,  but  it  is  hopeful  for  the  whole  of 
South  Africa  that  so  terrible  a  scourge  has  been  successfully 
treated  in  so  comparatively  short  a  period,  and  got  under  control 
bv  ]nirely  scientific  means.  Therefore  I  repeat  that  the  very  first 
step  to  be  taken  is  to  have  a  stroner  Veterinarv  Department,  with 
scientific  men  as  your  Veterinarv  Surgeons.  Naturally,  also,  you 
must  have  your  Law  and  your  Regulations  in  order  to  make  your 
efforts  at  eradication  successful,  just  as  you  have  your  Criminal 
Law.  It  is  a  crime  to  take  awav  a  man's  property  unlawfully,  and 
so  also  should  it  be  a  crime  to  destroy  a  man's  property — his  farm 
stock — by  means  of  disease.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about  th 
"  liberty  of  the  subject,"  but  unauthorised  destruction  of  a  neigh- 
bour's property  through  the  medium  of  contagious  disease  is  an 
offence  which  should  be  checked  and  penalised. 

2830.  Mr.  AhraluiMson.']  Do  vou  inflict  fines  for  such  offences, 
as  we  do  in  this  Colonv  under  the  Scab  Law? — What  we  do  in  con- 
nection with  Scab  is  this:  We  simplv  quarantine  a  farm  when  the 
sheep  upon  it  are  infected  with  scab.  The  farmer  cannot  remove 
the  sheep  until  they  are  clean.  The  sheep  are  dipped,  say,  to-day, 
then  in  14  or  15  davs,  and  possi])lv  before  leaving  the  farm.  They 
are  then  clean  and  can  leave  the  farm. 

2831.  Do  you  make  anv  exceptions? — No,  absolutelv  none. 
There  can  be  no  exceptions  with  disease.  We  cannot  consider  per- 
sons. It  is  absolutely  clear  that  the  organism  of  scab  respects 
nobodv,  and  neither  can  we.  We  must  simplv  follow  out  the 
natural  course,  which  is  a  verv  simple  one,  and  it  has  enabled  us 
to  contend  with  this  and,  in  fact,  anv  disease. 

2832.  With  rejiard  to  the  ]-)enaltv  for  removing  sheep  infected 
with  scab,  what  does  it  amount  to?— It  runs  up  to  £50.  What  I 
have  now  said  reallv  covers  our  first  aim.  The  lands  have  to  be 
lUT-jjared  for  aijTicultnre.  In  order  to  do  so  you  have  vour  Lands 
Department,  including  survevs  a,nd  irrigation  and  hvdraulic 
works,  and.  if  possible,  control  of  the  road  wavs,  running  side  bv 
side  with  the  Dcparlmenl  of  Aorieullure.  Thus  we  see  that  the 
first  division  of  an  Agriculiural  Departmenl  in  Ihese  Colonies  in- 
volves, first,  the  cutiimr  up  of  the  land  into  pro))cv  areas  for  agricul- 
tural develo))ment,  and  in  Ihe  second  place  underlaivinu'  Ihal  (he 
lands  are  kept  clean  lo  (>nable  people  to  carry  on  iheir  farming 
opr'Taiions.  We  now  come  lo  Ihe  second  great  objecl  and  aim  of  an 
A'iricullnial  Departmenl,  wliicli  is  educational,  to  enable  the 
people  who  settle  on  the  land  to  avail  themselves  of  the  latest  agri- 
cultural information,  intellitience,  and  knowledge  upon  matters 
agricultural.       That    i,s  reallv  considered  by  many  to  l)e  the  chief 
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ubjccL  of  such  a  Dcpailiiu'iil.  In  tliis  coiuiecliuii  J.  would  again 
quote  from  tlic  MenioraiKluin  of  M.  Tisscmnd,  the  French  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  in  189G,  who  states: — "Even  in  the  field  of  agricul- 
tural education  private  initiative  is  by  no  means  to  tje  despised, 
and  may  effect  groat  Ihings.  If  the  JMinistry  of  Agriculture  has  to 
occujjy  itself  with  creating,  organising,  and  keeping  up  the  great 
public  schools,  the  establishments  for  scientific  research,  the  tech- 
nical laboratories,  and  with  the  api>oinlment  and  endowment  of 
the  professors  charged  with  instructing  the  cultivators  and  carry- 
ing the  light  in  all  directions,  there  are  cases  in  which  the  State 
may  find  a  useful  ally  in  private  industry.  Thus  in  France  we 
have  found  the  means  of  making  out  of  certain  well-placed  and 
well-managed  farms  excellent  little  practical  schools."  This  Me- 
morandum further  lays  it  down  that  if  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
"  be  not  called  upon  to  interfere  tlirectly  with  the  work  of  private 
initiative,  if  it  be  its  duty  as  well  as  its  interest  to  respect  scrupu- 
lously the  independence  and  organisation  of  voluntary  associa- 
tions, it  ought  at  the  same  time  to  watch  carefvilly  their  working 
and  the  success  of  their  efforts."  It  is  therefore  perceived  that 
even  in  regard  to  education  you  must  not  interfere  with  private 
initiative  if  possible,  but  try  to  let  education  come  from  the  people 
themselves,  through  the  farmers,  and  through  the  organisations 
dealing  with  agriculture.  Of  course  in  the  Colonies  this  is  often 
very  difficult,  but  still  a  good  deal  can  be  done  by  having  State 
farms  recognised,  upon  which  2)ractical  education  can  be  carried 
on.  Agricultural  education  is  of  the  very  first  importance,  and 
ought  to  begin  at  the  very  bottom,  in  the  elementary  schools 
throughout  the  State.  I  have  myself  lived  for  a  number  of  years 
in  Italy,  and  took  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  agriculture,  amongst 
ether  things;  and  Professor  Bacelli,  who  was  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, adopted  what  has  proved  a  most  admirable  system  through- 
out the  country,  by  which  small  fields  were  attached  to  every 
school,  for  giving  the  children  instruction  in  the  first  elements  of 
agriculture — how  to  grow  plants,  the  various  natural  laws  in- 
volved in  the  growth  of  plant  life,  and  also  the  very  simplest  stejis 
in  regard  to  farming.  Viticulture  being  the  principal  branch  of 
farming  pursued  in  Italy,  instruction  was  largely  given  in  vine- 
growing,  as  well  as  the  broader  aspects  of  agriculture.  When  the 
children  went  on  to  the  secondary  schools  more  comprehensive 
teaching  was  imparted,  in  the  principles  of  physics,  chemistry, 
physiology,  and  biology,  the  young  people  being  taught  to  analyse 
soils,  the  physiology  of  plants,  and  in  fact  the  actual  princij^les 
which  they  will  have  to  observe  if  they  are  really  going  to  be  suc- 
cessful farmers.  Then,  when  they  have  decided  whether  they  will 
be  agriculturists  or  not,  there  are  Colleges  ready  for  them,  and  it  is 
then  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  can  give  very  great 
assistance  to  agriculture  throughout  the  country.  They  can  pro- 
vide the  experts  in  the  Colleges,  experts  in  connection  with  these 
practical  schools  and  the  experimental  plots  which  are  established 
all  over  the  country.  In  France,  for  example,  the  Administration 
every  year  establishes  "  from  3,000  to  4,000  example  plots  "  {champs 
de  demonstration)  in  which  the  agriculturists  can  see  with  their  own 
eyes  the  trials  of  the  best  kind  of  crops  and  the  use  ofthe  most  ap- 
propriate manures."  As  I  have  said,  this  Memorandum  may 
almost  be  described  as  a  classic,  because  it  deals  with  the  whole 
organisation  of  the  Agricultural  Department  in  a  manner  which  I 
at  all  events  have  not  seen  it  dealt  with    elsewhere.      I  have  now 
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touched  upon  the  two  first  aspectvS,  [jveparing  the  land,  and  prd- 
paring  the  people  who  are  going  to  work  upon  the  land.  The  third 
aspect  is  not  of  less  importance,  and  that  is  the  actual  material  en- 
couragement which  should  be  given  by  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment. One  of  the  first  methods  of  encouragement  is  improving  the 
stock  of  the  country;  having  your  stud  farms,  as  we  have  in  the 
Transvaal  now.  In  these  farms  the  very  best  stud  stock  is  kept 
and  sent  out  amongst  the  farmers — at  a  price,  of  course,  for  they 
are  made  to  pay;  but  at  the  same  time  we  are  able  to  secure  the 
very  best  stud  stock  that  can  be  produced  for  money,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  generation  the  country  should  by  this  means  become 
possessed  of  a  most  valuable  class  of  stock.  "  Again,  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  must  assist  by  means  of  subsidies,  especially 
scholarships,  and  money  prizes  awarded  at  the  various  shows  held 
throughout  the  country.  In  Australia  it  has  been  proved  to  be  a 
good  principle  to  provide  awards,  £  for  £,  to  the  Agricultural 
Societies  promoting  these  shows.  It  gives  a  stimulus,  brings  the 
farmers  together,  and  induces  them  to  vie  with  each  other  in  their 
operations.  It  must  be  admitted  that  this  system  is  sometimes 
abused,  yet  these  shows  are  of  great  value  and  ought  to  be  assisted 
by  the  State,  in  the  form  of  a  general  subsidy.  Then  again  we  have 
found  it  particularly  important  in  Australia  to  give  material  assist- 
ance to  the  farmers  by  means  of  an  Agricultural  Bank.  In  the 
older  countries,  in  Europe,  these  Banks  are  maintained  and  carried 
on  by  means  of  collective  security,  such  as  the  Schulze-Delitzsch, 
the  Railfeische,  and  the  popular  Banks  of  Italy,  all  based  upon  col- 
iecdve  security.  All  the  various  systems  have  been  fully  discussed 
in  Australia,  where  it  was  found  difficult  to  establish  anything  of 
that  kind.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  we  have  looked  to  the  State  as  pro- 
viding the  collective  security  for  these  Banks,  and,  carefully 
worked,  they  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good  work.  In  1890,  when 
the  Bank  in  Victoria  was  established,  agriculture  was  in  a  lament- 
able condition.  But  since  then,  in  addition  to  providing  for  its 
own  consumption,  that  Colony  has  exported  upwards  of  fifteen 
million  pounds'  worth  of  products.  I  think  that  satisfactory 
result  is  in  a  large  measure  due  to  the  action  which  was  taken  by 
the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Victoria.  I  can  s})eak  for  a  Bank  which 
came  under  my  control  in  Western  Australia.  That  institution 
did  a  large  amount  of  work  in  developing  the  country.  A  (jreat 
deal  of  money  is  advanced  there  upon  the  clearing  of  the  land, 
which  is  heavily  timbered,  not  being  in  the  fortunate  position  of 
this  Colony,  where  the  land  is  cleared.  But  we  also  allowed  a  good 
ceal  for  cultivation,  fencing,  drainage,  wells,  dams,  reservoirs,  and 
farm-buildings.  During  my  term  of  office,  in  1902,  I  brought  in  an 
amendmeni  to  the  Ordinance  which  enabled  us  to  pay  off  liabili- 
ties, and  to  purchase  stock,  i)lant,  and  fertilisers.  The  reason  I  did 
that  was  that  we  found  there  were  some  very  good  and  capable 
farmers  who  had  got  into  the  hands  of  money-lenders  and  store- 
jveejjers.  These  j)eople  had  o])tained  [)ossession  of  the  farmers' 
holdings.  I  should  explain  that  in  many  cases  the  storekeepers 
did  not  wish  to  hold  these  farms,  but  money  was  gradually  ad- 
vanced for  goods,  in  bad  seasons,  and  they  had  been  comi)eIled  to 
take  the  farms  as  security,  but  it  would  be  wrong  to  say  that  they 
had  carried  on  a  nefarious  trade  as  usurers,  and  they  were' glad  to 
be  relieved  of  the  properties.  The  (jovei'ument  in  many  instances 
relieved  the  ston^keeijers  of  these  farms  by  making  the  necessary 
advances,  so  that  the  holdings  again  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
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Hgrioulturists,  who  seemed  to  commence  work  once  more  with 
fresh  vigour,  feelino  that  they  had  tlieir  tithes  secure.  That  has 
given  a  very  great  imi)etus  to  agriculture.  'S'oii  must  give  material 
aid  to  farmers  when  starting,  for  it  must  he  rememhered  that  agri- 
culture is  a  very  difficult  husiness,  requiring  a  great  deal  of  skill 
and  aljility  to  carry  it  on  successfully.  It  is  an  industry  which 
more  than  all  others  suffers  from  want  of  capital,  and  the  time  has 
come  when  it  demands  a  very  high  training  and  exceptional  in- 
telligence, as  well  as  much  capital.  If  you  are  sure  of  your  appli- 
cant for  assistance  being  a  sound,  good  man,  able,  with  his  know- 
ledge, industry,  and  energy,  to  develop  the  land,  I  think  it  is  a  very 
safe  investment  for  the  State  to  advance  him  money.  It  may  be 
done  in  different  ways  in  different  countries.  It  may  be  that  in 
this  country  you  do  not  possess  very  much  Crown  land,  in  which 
case  it  may  be  necessary  to  do  w^hat  is  done  in  JSTew  Zealand, 
nan\ely,  buy  up  estates  and  cut  them  up  into  more  suitable  hold- 
ings. That  has  proved  a  very  useful  and  successful  policy,  but  it 
has  to  be  done  with  very  great  care.  I  merely  bring  this  forward 
as  a  matter  Avhich  might  be  considered  by  the  Commission,  should 
the  members  deem  it  advisable  to  recommend  the  establishment 
of  an  Agricultural  Bank  of  some  kind,  pretty  much  on  the  lines 
w^hich  are  observed  in  every  Colony  in  Australia.  Every  informa- 
tion may  readily  be  obtained  in  Australia,  such  as  the  various 
Statutes"  and  Regulations  under  which  these  Banks  are  conducted. 
I  put  in  my  last  annual  report  of  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  which  I 
had  control  in  Australia,  for  the  information  of  the  Commission. 
I  have  now^  dealt  pretty  generally  with  the  chief  heads  of  the  sub- 
ject of  Agricultural  administration,  and  shall  be  glad  to  be  ques- 
tioned on  any  specific  points  thai  have  been  suggested  to  the  Com- 
mission. 

2833.  Chairman.]  Are  the  Committees  in  the  different  Wards  in 
the  Transvaal  appointed  to  ])revent  the  spread  of  animal  diseases 
nominated  bv  the  Government  r—N(j,  they  are  elected  by  the  ])eople 
themselves.  The  Magistrate  of  each  district  calls  a  meeting  and 
the  meetings  elect  the  Committees,  men  whom  the  farmers  in  the 
Ward  l^elieve  to  Ije  the  most  suitable  and  representative.  We  find 
it  answers  very  well.  But  w^hile  the  Ward  Committees  are  elected 
by  the  peoi)le,'^  Ave  have  the  right  to  nominate  certain  members  of 
the  District  Committee.  There  are  three  members  in  each  Ward 
Committee;  then  the  district  has  a  Committee,  the  members  of 
which  are  largely  nominated  by  the  Agricultural  Associations,  and 
we  nominate  the  Magistrate    and    the    local    Commandant  of  the 
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2834.  With  reference  to  what  you  have  said  about  the  I)e[)art- 
ment  of  Agriculture  making  advances  to  farmers,  say,  if  a  man 
«Tives  £1,000,  the  Government  advance  £2,000,  what  security  do  you 
Fake'— We  hold  the  farm;  it  comes  under  the  Ordinance;  it  be- 
comes a  farm  under  the  Crown  Lands  Disposal  Ordinance  or  the 
Settlers'  Ordinance.  He  sinks  his  thousand  pounds,  but  he  does 
not  find  any  difficulty  about  that,  because  it  is  done  under  Statute, 
and  therefore  he  has  the  power  of  the  law  behind  him,  supposmg 
there  was  any  danger  of  our  infringing  his  rights.  But  nobody 
has  objected  to  it  at  all.  The  objection  to  doing  it,  if  there  be  any, 
has  come  from  us ;  never  from  the  farmer  or  selector.  We  are  a 
little  strict  about  it  because  w^e  have  not  sufficient  means  to  do  it 
in  evei-y  case,  and  we  have  to  be  verv  careful  with  our  funds. 

2835    Mr    Owen-Lewis:]  The  farmer  has  the  right  of  purchase? 
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— Yes,  he  has  purchased;  the  farm  is  purchased  for  him  under  the 
Crown  Lands  Disposal  Ordinance,  and  he  pays  so  much  every  year, 
for  thirty  years,  the  payments  being  half-j^early. 

2836.  Chairman.]  How  would  you  render  material  assistance 
to  a  farmer  whose  farm  is  already  mortgaged? — That  is  the  very 
thing  which  is  being  done  in  Western  Australia,  by  means  of  the 
Amending  Ordinance  wdiich  I  introduced,  dealing  with  such  cases. 
"Where  a  mortgage  is  on  a  farm,  of  not  too  large  an  amount,  we 
have  there  the  right  to  step  in  and  lake  over  that  mortgage.  It  is 
then  mortgaged  to  the  State  by  the  farmer,  who  can  pay  off  the 
amount  step  by  step  over  a  period  of  thirty  years,  the  interest 
charged  in  most  of  the  Colonies  being  4  per  cent,  while  the  mort- 
gage is  being  paid  off.  What  is  done  by  the  Bank  in  Queensland 
is  this :  Supposing  there  is  an  advance  of  £800,  there  is  no  sinking 
fund  provided  for  the  first  five  years,  but  merely  5  per  cent,  in- 
terest. Then  for  the  next  twenty-five  years  there  is  a  sinking  fund 
to  cover  the  amount  of  the  loan,  and  interest  at  4  per  cent,  is 
charged,  so  that  the  farmer  is  free  during  the  first  five  3^ears  to 
carry  on  his  operations.  That  is  found  to  answer  very  well,  and  we 
are  endeavouring  to  do  pretty  much  the  same  thing  in  the  Trans- 
vaal. 

2837.  In  such  a  case  would  you  approve  of  a  special  agricul- 
tvual  rate  being  levied  and  made  a  first  charge  on  the  farm? — The 
question  is  how  you  would  apply  that  rate. 

2838.  Similar  to  the  Divisional  Council  Hoad  Rate,  which 
lial)i]ity  remains  on  the  farm  if  it  is  sold.  Would  you  approve  of 
an  Agricultural  rate  being  levied  in  a  like  manner? — That  might 
be  done  if  you  have  a  good  form  of  local  administration,  but  it 
would  be  a  little  difficult  in  so  democratic  a  country  as  Australia 
to  do  that.  I  imagine  it  would  be  thought  that  the  State  Avas  inter- 
fering too  much  with  private  initiative. 

2839.  Mr.  Abrahamsoti,.]  That  is  very  much  on  the  same  lines 
as  your  method? — ^Yes,  in  a  measure.  It  depends  upon  your  local 
authority.  If  you  are  quite  sure  upon  that  point  you  might  adopt 
such  a  course,  but  if  not,  then  you  would  require  a  central 
authority. 

2840.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Is  your  remedy  in  cases  in  which  a  farmer 
has  given  a  bond  to  some  private  individual,  for  the  Government  to 
take  over  that  bond,  should  the  farmer  desire  an  advance  from  the 
State? — That  is  what  has  been  done  in  Western  Australia.  My 
amending  Ordinance  was  introduced  for  that  purpose. 

2841.  Do  you  think  that  is  the  l)est  way  of  overcoming  the  diffi- 
cully? — I  think  it  is  the  simplest  way  of  doing  it. 

2842.  What  is  the  rate  of  interest  ])aid  there  to  privale   indi 
vidiials?~It  runs  up  to  8  and  10  ])er  cent. 

2843.  When  the  Governmrnl  look  over  sucli  a  mortgage  what 
would  they  do  in  regard  lo  the  rate  of  int(>rest? — The  rate  of  interest 
is  calculat(>d  in  tin'  Ordinance  at  5  per  cent,  fi-oni  llie  time  at  which 
it  was  taken  over.  That  is  thought  to  be  a  reasonable  rate.  There 
was  a  great  discussion  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  put  down  at  5  per 
cent.  ]jy  Statute. 

2844.  Then  if  a  landowner  tliert'  l)orrowe(l  money  from  a  pri- 
vate individual,  almost  any  rate  of  interest  could  l)e" charged,  and 
the  Ijindowner  could  apply  to  tlie  (Joveninient  to  take  over  his 
lial)i]ity!' — 'I  liat  would  be  a  special  case,  but  in  such  a  case  as  you 
mention  any  contract  would  stand  in  law;  you  cannot  interfere 
Avith  what  has  alread\-  been  done  under  contract. 
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2S45.  But  what  about  the  case  of  the  Government  taking  over 
a  mortgage  from  a  mortgagee? — The  mortgage  only  runs  for  a  cer- 
tain period.  Tliese  mortgages  run  from  twelve  months  to  three 
years.  When  the  period  terminates,  if  the  farmer  is  able  to  make 
arrangements  with  the  Government,  he  is  able  to  say:  "I  am  pre-, 
pared  to  pay  you  oft"  and  take  back  my  bond." 

2846.  \Vith  respect  to  your  remarks  about  land-settlers  in  the 
Transvaal,  were  you  referring  to  Crown  Lands? — Yes,  but  not  in 
cases  where  the  farmer  or  settler  comes  and  says  he  wishes  to  pur- 
chase land.  Our  difliculty  is  that  the  Crown  land  we  have  is  not 
very  tirst-rate,  and  is  rather  distant  from  industrial  centres.  *  Very 
often  a  good  agriculturist  comes  along  and  says ;  "  I  have  been  all 
over  your  Crown  lands,  but  can  see  nothing  to  suit  me.  However, 
I  know"  of  an  individual  who  has  a  private  farm  to  dispose  of,  and 
I  should  like  to  have  it.  His  price  is,  say,  £3,000."  In  such  a  case 
we  would  send  out  our  Inspector  to  see  whether  our  valuation  and 
that  of  the  applicant  tallied.  If  so,  we  frequently  say  to  a  selector: 
'■  If  you  put  £1,000  into  that  property  we  will  find  the  other  £2,000." 
Then  we  jjlace  him  on  our  Ordinance  for  the  balance.  We  find 
that  system  to  answer  veiy  well  indeed. 

2847.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  an  im- 
portant esential  of  an  efficient  Department  of  Agriculture  is  that 
the  head  of  that  Department  must  be  absolutely  responsible;  and 
do  you  mean  not  only  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  but  the  officer 
who  acts  directly  under  him? — The  permanent  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment must  be  a  trained  agriculturist,  and  he  it  is  who  maintains 
the  permanence  of  the  Department.  The  Minister  conies  in  from 
time  to  time  and  gives  an  individual  impulse,  which  he  receives 
from  public  opinion  and  from  the  Parliament  behind  him,  upon 
agricultural  policy;  but  he  must  not  be  putting  in  his  finger  to  in- 
terfere too  much  with  the  machine.  If  he  does  that  things  will  get 
into  a  dreadful  chaos.  It  is  impossible  for  any  one  human  being 
to  combine  in  himself  the  knowledge  of  the  various  professional  ex- 
perts, who  are  called  upon  by  the  permanent  head  to  advise.  He 
in  his  turn  advises  the  Minister  in  regard  to  the  general  effect  of 
the  policy  that  is  advocated.  That  is  then  brought  into  the  Execu- 
tive, to  whom  it  is  fully  explained,  and  it  is  pushed  through  there, 
and  from  there  finally  brought  before  Parliament.  That  is  the 
constitutional  course.  It  is  important  that  there  should  be  a  stron« 
permanent  professional  Department. 

2848.  And  the  head  of  that  strong  permanent  Deimrtment 
must,  in  your  opinion,  be  a  man  of  first-class  ability  and  extensive 
training  in  agricultural  matters,  besides  having  great  admintrative 
experience  ? — Yes. 

2849.  Under  whom  would  be  the  various  divisions  of  the  De- 
l)artment  ? — In  our  Department  of  Agriculture  they  do  not  come 
directly  in  contact  with  the  Minister  at  all,  except  through  the 
Director  of  Agriculture.  In  my  case,  as  Minister  or  Commissioner, 
if  I  wanted  to  see  any  specialist,  I  would  not  send  for  him  direct, 
but  would  send  for  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  and  ask  him  to 
send  on  so  and  so,  at  the  same  time  explaining  my  business  to  him. 
Everything  must  go  through  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  otherwise 
you  jjreak  up  the  responsibility. 

2850.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  so  self-contained  as  not  to  be  brought  loo 
much  in  contact  with  any  other  Department,  such  as  Public 
Works?— I  think  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  should  be 
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self-contained,  but  should  be  worked  in  co-ordination  with  Depart- 
ments which  may  be  able  to  aid  and  assist  agricultural  develop- 
ment, as,  for  instance,  that  of  roads  and  bridges,  the  policy  of 
which  manifestly  if  complementaiy  to  the  agricultural  interest 
jnust  do  much  to  lower  the  cost  of  production.  This  can  be  brought 
al)out  by  placing  such  divisions  under  the  Minister  of  Agriculture. 
The  Agricultural  Department  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  guarded 
against  the  interference  of  other  Departments,  particularly  as  to 
expenditure.  It  is  desirable  to  have  sums  of  money  voted,  to  be 
administered  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  who  should  be  en- 
tirely responsible  to  Parliament.  He,  of  course,  must  be  in  touch 
with  public  opinion  through  Associations,  Committees,  Boards  or 
Councils,  and  pay  due  res))ect  to  the  advice  of  his  technical  ad- 
visers in  the  Department,  and  thus  be  in  a  position  to  defend  his 
expenditure. 

2851.  Would  it  be  of  advantage  to  the  Ministerial  and  Perma- 
nent Head  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  if  there  were  an 
Advisory  Board  of  practical,  representative  farmers,  elected  by  the 
farmers  and  landowaiers  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  advis- 
ing the  Government,  say  in  the  preparation  of  the  Estimates,  or 
bringing  forward  any  agricultural  schemes  discussing 
them,  not  taking  any  responsibility,  but  being  merely 
advisory? — I  think  all  such  organisations  must  be  encouraged  as 
much  as  possible.  At  the  same  time  their  position  should  be  purely 
advisory.  It  is  very  essential  that  they  should  have  a  well- 
organised  Agricultural  Department  with  whom  to  be  brought  into 
touch.  When  I  have  heard  it  said  sometimes  that  the  Agricultural 
Dei)artment  in  some  country  is  not  in  touch  with  the  farmer,  you 
very  often  find  that  there  is  no  Agricultural  Department  to  be  in 
touch  with.  There  may  be  a  large  body  of  officers  responsible  to 
no  one,  and  no  Department  at  all.  rhat  is  what  I  have  observed  in 
some  of  the  countries  I  have  been  in. 

2852.  Do  you  think  therefore  that  by  machinery,  such  as  is 
suggested,  we  wovdd  help  in  the  formation  of  a  better  Agricultural 
Department? — What  I  do  feel  is  that  the  Agricultural  Department 
ought  to  be  framed  upon  a  scientific  basis.  If  that  princi])le  be 
observed,  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  much  difhculty  in  bring- 
ing it  into  touch  with  the  whole  Colony,  by  Boards  or  Committees, 
or  any  way  you  thought  best.  As  to  how  it  should  be  done,  that  is 
rather  a  local  question. 

2853.  How  are  the  funds  provided  in  Australia  for  the  Agricul- 
tural Banks? — In  New  South  Wales  they  were  taken  from  the 
Savings  Bniik  l)y  vote,  but  in  tlie  other  Colonies  the  re({uired 
amount  was  taken  from  the  Loan  Fund. 

2854.  The  money  is  voted  Ijy  Parliament? — Yes,  in  a  liunp  sum, 
e.(f.^  in  Western  Australia  C200,000. 

2855.  How  is  the  Bank  managetl  and  conducted.'  'I'here  is  a 
manager  of  tlie  Bank,  who  is  directly  under  the  Minister.  That  is 
th(  usual  way;  the  Bank  itself  does  not  come  under  th(>  Director 
of  Agriculture.  Any  applicant  for  a  loan  goes  to  the  Manager,  who 
sejids  out  his  Inspector  to  inspect  the  land.  He  also  obtains  in- 
fo'Muation  regarding  the  a|)plicant's  character.  The  Manager  is 
himself  constantly  travelling  throughout  the  country,  either  by 
rail  or  road,  and  knows  the  land  thoroughly,  not  being  merely  con- 
lent  to  sit  in  his  oirice.  If  satisfied  with  the  application  the  Man- 
ager recommends  it  to  the  Minister. 

2856.  Does  this  Bank  provide  funds  for  the  purpose  of  starting 
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Co  operative  AsHOciations  ? — No.  In  South  Australia  it  does,  with 
very  good  effect,  l)iit  not  in  West  Austi'aiia.  It  is  a  policy  you  have 
to  bo  very  careful  about. 

2857.  Do  these  Banks  grant  loans  for  farm  improvements,  such 
as  irrigation  works? — Yes. 

2858.  Are  they  used  for  pur|)os{'  of  subsidy? — No,  that  (monies 
entirely  by  vote  from  I'arlianicnl,  ({uite  inedependently  of  any- 
thing else.  Votes  for  Agricultural  Societies  are  generally  termed 
agricultural  grants. 

2859.  If  a  man  builds  a  dam  on  his  faini  and  expends  £1,000 
on  the  work,  would  the  Government  come  forward  with  a  subsidy 
in  his  aid,  if  asked  to  do  so? — A  considerable  j)ortion  of  that  sum 
Avould  be  advanced  by  the  Government  to  enable  him  (o  build  the 
dam.    Money  is  also  advanced  for  fencing,  but  there  is  no  subsidy. 

2860.  Have  you  Scab  Inspectors  in  the  Transvaal? — Yes,  at  the 
ports  of  entry,  and  we  have  our  Veterinary  Surgeons. 

2861.  Have  these  Ward  Committees  in  the  Transvaal  any  ex- 
ecutive powers  in  dealing  with  scab? — These  Committees  are  not 
appointed  to  deal  so  much  with  Seal),  as  with  Rhodesian  Red- 
water.  They  have  advisory  powers,  but  they  cannot  issue  certifi- 
cates. 

2862.  Is  it  the  case  that  in  some  countries  private  farmers  are 
registered  as  teachers? — Yes,  for  agricultural  education.  They  take 
pupils. 

2863.  Do  the  young  men  who  are  educated  as  farmers  rece'vc 
any  State  recognition? — They  have  to  gain  their  certificates  by 
passing  an  examination.  I  believe  that  in  some  of  these  educa- 
lional  farms  in  France  they  hold  examinations. 

2864.  Do  you  find  that  system  answ^ers  wherever  it  has  been 
ndopted? — Yes,  very  good  work  has  been  done  in  .some  parts  of 
Australia  in  that  way. 

2865.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  In  these  Ward  Committees  in  the  Trans- 
vaal the  three  mendjers,  you  say,  are  elected  by  the  farmers  them- 
selves, and,  roughly  speaking,  there  are  four  Wards  in  each  dis- 
trict, so  that  there  are  twelve  members  of  the  District  Committee; 
is  that  so  ? — They  only  meet  in  their  own  Wards.  Each  Ward  has 
its  own  Committee  of  farmers.  Then  there  is  another  Committee 
for  each  district.  Usually  the  Chairman  of  each  Ward  forms  one 
of  the  members  of  the  District  Committee,  and  it  has  been  arranged 
that  the  Agricultural  Associations  should  be  represented. 

2866.  How  are  the  District  Committees  elected  ? — Exactly  in  the 
same  way.  They  were  elected  at  first,  then  we  found  it  necessary 
to  decentralise  in  order  to  bring  in  the  different  Wards. 

2867.  How  many  districts  are  there  in  the  Transvaal? — Twenty- 
one.  The  District  Committee  consists  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Ward 
Committees,  with  the  Magistrate  and  the  District  Commandant  of 
the  S.A.C.  The  latter  help  us  very  materially  in  carrying  out  our 
system  of  permits.  We  have  not  yet  laid  down  any  very  definite 
course  for  the  District  Committees.  In  some  districts  they  are 
larger  than  in  others,  and  in  all  cases  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  is 
always  present  to  advise,  but  he  does  not  vote,  and  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee. 

2868.  Does  the  Department  look  to  these  Ward  and  District 
Committees  for  local  information? — Yes,  and  they  are  in  constant 
and  direct  touch  with  the  Department. 

2869.  If  a  Ward  or  District  wants  to  communicate  with  the 
Department  it  is  done  through  the  Committee? — Yes. 
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2870.  Can  yuu  .slate  what  is  the  cost  of  the  Agricultural  Deparl- 
meiit  ill  the  Tran.svaal? — I  have  here  the  Estimates,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  cost  is  put  clown  at  £106,000,  including 
Forestry,  and  everything  the  Department  administers. 

2871.  Can  you  tell  me  what  amount  is  expended  in  Western 
Australia  by  the  Government  taking  up  mortgages? — That  has  not 
gone  very  far  yet,  because  I  only  introduced  it  very  lately.  The 
sum  is  therefore  small,  j^robably  not  more  than  £20,000  up  to  the 
present.  It  was  thought  that  those  who  wanted  to  take  up  large 
capital  could  do  it  by  arrangement  with  some  institution,  or  other- 
wise, but  the  Government  only  deals  with  small  jjeople.  I  notice 
that  the  Manager  of  the  Australian  Bank,  to  which  I  have  referred, 
takes  exception  to  a  recommendation  which  I  made,  and  which 
may  be  wrong.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  when  an  advance  is  made 
in  that  way  the  farmer  should  be  compelled  to  take  a  third  more 
than  the  actual  amount  of  the  mortgage,  in  order  to  enable  him  to 
carry  on  his  operations.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  I  was  w^rong 
in  that,  but  it  was  passed  at  the  time,  and  the  taking  up  of  this 
additional  third  has  been  of  assistance  to  many.  This  arrange- 
ment is  that  if  the  sum  wanted  is,  say  £200,  the  farmer  should  have 
to  take  £300,  and  spend  the  other  £100  upon  his  holding.  That  is 
said  to  be  a  mistake  in  a  great  many  instances  in  which  holdings 
are  already  very  highly  developed,  and  the  extra  amount  is  not 
required. 

2872.  Do  you  hold  strongly  that  security  of  tenure  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  f — I  do  not  think  you  can  carr}'  on  agriculture 
in  a  proper  manner  unless  you  have  a  freehold  tenure. 

2873.  Do  you  not  think  the  system  of  land  tenure  is  a  bad  one 
by  which  a  mortgagee  has  the  right  to  foreclose  on  a  property  by 
giving  six  months'  notice,  the  interest  charged  on  the  bond  being  0 
per  cent? — If  the  money  had  been  obtained  at  a  reasonable  rate  of 
interest  we  would  not  interfere,  except  very  rarely,  in  such  cases, 

2874.  Mr.  Oosthvisen.]  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  Agricultural 
Department  should  also  have  control  of  the  roads  and  bridges? — I 
think  so,  and  that  is  the  view  held  by  M.  Tisserand,  in  France.  In 
the  Transvaal  we  have  them  under  the  same  Minister,  that  is,  I 
hold  Public  Works  as  well  as  Agriculture  and  Lands,  so  that  prac- 
tically they  do  come  under  the  same  policy,  and  we  find  it  very 
convenient. 

2875.  Have  the  Ward  or  District  Committees  in  the  Transvaal 
any  say  in  regard  to  the  roads  and  bridges? — No,  because,  strictly 
si)eaking,  they  are  not  under  the  Agricultural  Department,  but 
Public  Works;  but  as  soon  as  there  were  local  bodies  dealing  with 
roads  and  bridges,  then  they  would  have  everything  to  say. 

•287tt.  Are  the  settlers,  whom  you  assist,  people  who  own  land 
anywhere  else? — The  settler  who  wants  and  gels  an  advance  would 
have  to  settle  down  upon  the  land  and  live  there.  That  is  one  of 
the  conditions;  it  is  beiieiicial  occupation  for  which  we  stipulate, 
not  for  Hpcculative  pur))oses. 

2877.  In  mentioning  the  cutting  up  of  the  laiui.doyoumeancut- 
tinj;  it  up  for  the  purpose  of  a  hydrographic  survey  of  the  country, 
or  some  similar  object  ? — ^We  know  from  experience  that  in  some 
countries  a  man  would  not  succeed  unless  he  had  a  s(|uare  mile  of 
land,  (540  acres.  Jn  other  places  he  might  be  able  to  do  with  40,  50, 
or  100  acres.  It  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  land  and  the  class 
of  farming  he  takes  up.      A   scMtler   wants    to   ))e   guided   in   that 
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direction,  for  he  may  have  no  experience,  whereas  we  have  a  fund 
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of  experience  in  the  Statistical  Division  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment. The  information  there  collected  relates  to  the  success  of 
each  holder  throuohoul  ^the  lengtli  and  l)readth  of  the  Tolony.  That 
is  one  of  the  works  of'the  Department,  to  luiow  the  statistics  of 
the  whole  Colony.  We  find  that  men  fail  whom  we  know  to  be 
really  (^ood  meni  some  from  having-  too  little  land,  and  the  others 
from  having  too  much,  more  than  they  could  develoj)  with  the 
amount  of  capital  at  their  disposal.  What  we  have  to  lay  down  is 
an  area  of  land  upon  which  the  farmer,  with  the  amount  of  capital 
we  propose  to  advance  to  him,  is  able  to  succeed.  Very  important 
information  is  collected  l)y  the  Statistical  Division,  which  goes  to 
the  very  root  of  the  whole  question  in  a  new  country  where  settlers 
are  just  commencing. 

2878.  You  wouhl  not  make  the  amount  to  Ije  spent  by  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  subject  to  the  Treasurer? — No,  that  should  be 
subject  to  Parliament  only.  The  Treasurer  should  be  relieved  of 
any  responsibility  as  to  expenditure  in  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
njent.  He  is  simply  one  Minister  amongst  others,  and  his  duty  is 
to  collect  the  revenue.  We  would  think  a  country  was  lost,  so  far 
as  agricultural  development  w^as  concerned,  if  it  got  into  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer. 

2879.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Does  the  land  settlement  in  the  Transvaal 
answer  satisfactorily  ? — That  is  rather  a  ditticult  question  in  this 
way,  that  a  very^  great  deal  of  money  was  originally  expended 
upon  the  land  settlement  in  the  Transvaal.  Perhaps  that  money 
was  not  expended  quite  on  the  right  lines.  Money  was  advanced 
to  men  who  had  had  no  agricultural  training,  and  naturally  a  good 
many  of  them  failed.  That  was  merely  the  result  of  the  War.  Cer- 
tain promises  had  been  made  that  they  would  be  established  on 
the  land,  and  these  promises  had  to  be  carried  out.  That  is  now 
a  thing  of  the  past.  We  do  not  place  men  on  the  land  as  a  reward 
for  their  services  during  the  War,  Imt  they  require  to  be  more  or 
less  trained  agriculturists.  I  therefore  think  that  the  policy  car- 
ried out  to-day  in  regard  to  land  settlement  should  prove  a  success, 
but  we  certainl}^  had  a  considerable  burden  to  take  upon  our 
shoulders,  owing  to  what  happened  earlier,  after  the  chaos  of  war. 
After  the  Civil  War  in  America  something  of  the  same  kind 
occurred.  Great  difticulties  had  to  be  met,  and  enormous  expendi- 
ture had  to  l)e  incurred.  I  do  not  think  that  the  settlement  that  is 
taking  place  in  the  Transvaal,  although  very  slow,  and  very 
seriously  retarded  by  the  Rhodesian  Red-water,  will  ultimately  be 
a  success. 

2880.  But  you  are  hopeful  as  to  the  future  success  of  the  settle- 
ment?— Yes,  in  a  degree.  We  shall  be  able  to  develop  a  good  deal 
of  sound  industry  in  the  Transvaal,  and  it  will  become  a  country 
carrying  a  large  quantity  of  stock,  l)oth  cattle  and  sheep.  We  be- 
lieve we  can  grow  lucerne  very  satisfactorily,  and  we  will  thus  be 
able  to  carry  a  still  larger  quantity  of  stock,  having  one  suitable 
feed  in  all  seasons.  Then  we  are  very  fortunate  in  having  different 
climates.  In  the  lower  veld  admirable  tobacco  and  sub-tropical 
fruits  are  grown,  and  these  we  intend  to  develop,  so  that,  as  a 
l)road  policv,  our  agricultural  prospects  are  very  fair,  but  undou])t- 
edly  they  require  the  very  active  assistance  of  a  Department  such 
as  we  have  now. 

2881.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  Cape  Colony  we  have  tried 
these  agricultural  settlements  more  than  once  and  they  have  been 
absolute  failures?— Well,  it  is  not  for  me  to  criticise  the  Cape  Col- 
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cny,  but  the  question  is  had  you  a  strong  Aoricultural  DeiDartment 
to  assist  those  settlers.  If  you  had  a  strong  scientific  Agricultural 
Department  to  assist  the  farmers  and  settlers  materially,  in  the  right 
direction,  I  Ijelieve  the  Cai)e  Colony  would  prosper  from  a  farm- 
ing point  of  view,  as  undoubtedly  we  are  going  to  do  in  the  Trans- 
vaal. We  are  not  going  to  have  failures,  and  we  are  going  on  pure 
business,  scientific  lines.     If  you  do  not  do  that  you  will  fail. 

2882.  Has  the  system  of  having  these  Ward  Committees,  con- 
sisting of  three  members,  proved  satisfactory  in  the  Transvaal? — 
Yes,  very  satisfactory  indeed,  especially  in  regard  to  this  Rhodesian 
Red-water,  which  was  the  first  object  to  engage  the  attention  of 
these  Committees.  The  Committees  give  us  valuable  advice  with 
regard  to  the  issuing  of  permits.  Noi)ody  can  move  their  stock  in 
the  Transvaal  from  one  farm  to  another  without  a  permit,  so  many 
of  the  districts  are  infected,  and  our  arrangement  of  permits  has 
been  very  successful,  and  has  been  very  materially  assisted  by 
these  Committees. 

2883.  Do  you  think  an  Agricultural  Council  could  improve 
upon  the  work  done  by  these  Committees? — In  the  Transvaal  we 
are  not  quite  ripe  for  that,  but  everything  of  that  kind  must  be 
hailed  with  sympathy  and  assistance  ifrom  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
meni.  But  we  we  want  move  cautiously.  We  want  to  establish 
our  Department  on  strong  lines  before  we  have  bodies  outside  who 
might  interfere  with  it.  At  the  same  time  we  listen  to  everything 
that  comes  to  us,  and  we  have  these  Committees  and  Agricultural 
Associations;  and  in  time,  no  doubt,  we  shall  have  a  more  exten- 
sive system  of  local  government. 

2884.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Do  you  consider  that  a  technical  knowledge 
of  agriculture  is  absolutely  essential  in  the  permanent  head  of  the 
x\gricultural  Department  ? — I  think  the  day  has  come  when  that  is 
sc,  for  the  farmers  come  directly  in  contact  with  him,  and  he  goes 
out  and  sees  the  farmers,  so  that,  if  he  has  no  technical  knowledge, 
they  lose  their  faith  in  the  whole  Department. 

2885.  You  do  not  think  that  great  administrative  ability  is 
sufficient? — No,  not  in  an  Agricultural  Department,  which  is  pecu- 
liarly a  scientific  and  educational  Department.  You  require  an 
expert  at  its  head,  just  as  you  have  an  expert  at  the  head  of  your 
Educational  Department. 

2886.  To  what  extent  are  details  of  the  expenditure  in  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  set  forth  in  the  Estimates  submitted  to  Par- 
liament in  Australia  ? — I  have  not  my  Australian  statistics  with 
me,  but  the  details  are  very  much  as  we  now  have  them  in  the 
Transvaal.     I  shall  ])ut  these  Estimates  before  the  Commission. 

2887.  In  cases  where  a  landowner  wishes  the  Government  to 
advance  him  money,  upon  whose  advice  is  the  advance  made? — 
We  have  two  ins))ectors  and  valuators,  who  are  qualified  to  value 
land  very  accurately,  and  also  farm  improvements.  If,  on  the 
strength  of  their  report,  we  see  it  would  be  safe  to  make  an  advance, 
and  if  already  not  too  much  has  l)een  advanced,  (lu'n  we  might  be 
ia  a  position  to  give  the  required  assistance. 

2888.  Chairman.']  Do  you  advance  the  full  value  of  a  proi)erty? 
—No,  we  do  not  generally  exceed  two  thirds;  in  the  Tiansvaal  we 
do  not  exceed  one-half  at  present. 

2889.  These  Inspectors  and  Assislanis  are  experls?  Yes,  Ihey 
ar!»  trained  to  that  special  work',  and  do  no  otliei-  work.  In 
Australia,  when  a  (piestioii  of  doubt  arises,  the  Manager  of  the 
Agricullinal  Baidv  advises,    He  is  a  mosl  experienced  agriculturist, 
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l)roiight  up  to  the  industry  from  his  boyhood.  He  knows  the  whole 
country  from  end  to  end,  and  is  constantly  moving  about. 

2890.  Has  this  system  not  been  found  to  be  open  to  abuse?— No. 
We  had  one  loss  in  eight  years  of  £10. 

2691.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  With  regard  to  the  expenditure  and 
revenue  of  the  Agricultural  Department  in  the  Transvaal,  does  tho 
amouid  of  expenditure  you  stated,  £106,000  gross,  include  forests, 
plantations,  and  similar  divisions? — Yes,  I  put  in  the  Estimates  of 
the  Transvaal  Colony,  which  show  all  the  various  divisions  of  the 
^Agricultural  Department,  and  give  details  of  expenditure  under 
each  head. 

2892.  What  is  the  revenue  of  the  Department  ?— About  £7,000. 

2893.  Have  you  an  income  from  Crown  lands  in  the  Transvaal ; 
— Yes,  but  that  is  quite  outside  the  Agricultural  Department;  it 
goes  direct  to  the  Treasury.  What  we  get  direct  to  the  Department 
consists  of  small  sums  from  the  sale  of  stock,  produce,  and  so  on. 
That  goes  against  the  estimated  expenditure  of  the  Department. 

2894.  With  regard  to  Forests,  is  the  expenditure  mainly  on 
plantations? — Very  largely.  We  have  a  certain  extent  of  Crown 
forests,  in  the  woodbush  country,  Avhich  we  protect. 

2895.  You  derive  no  revenue" from  mines? — No,  that  is  a  special 
Department,  and  does  not  come  under  Lands  and  Agriculture.  It 
would  not  be  right  to  take  the  revenue  received  from  mines  and 
put  it  to  agriculture.    That  revenv\e  is  very  large. 

Frank  Brayhrooke  Smith,  examined. 

2896.  Chairman.]  What  office  do  you  hold?— I  am  Director  of 
Agriculture  in  the  Transvaal  Colony. 

2897.  Having  heard  the  evidence  given  before  this  Commission 
by  the  previous  witness,  do  you  concur  with  what  he  has  stated  ? 
—Yes,  I  have  many  times  discussed  these  matters  with  him  and 
others. 

2898.  Have  vou  anything  to  add  to  what  Dr.  Jameson  has 
stated  ?— I  do  not  need  to  say  much  about  our  Agricultural 
Department  or  about  any  "  Agricultural  Department,  be- 
cause these  administrative  institutions  have  now  become  more 
or  less  stereotyped  and  professional.  They  are  in  exist- 
ence in  every  country  of  the  world,  and  practically  their 
organisation  is  the  same  everywhere.  With  your  permission, 
I  shall  put  in  a  Report,  wdiich  I  drew^  up  ifor  Lord  Milner 
when  our  Department  of  Agriculture  was  formed  in  the  Trans- 
vaal. That  sets  forth  my  views  pretty  fully  with  regard  to  the 
position  of  an  Agricultural  Department  in  the  State,  what  it  should 
consist  of,  what  its  organisation  and  functions  should  be,  and  so 
on.  [Report  put  in.]  Nowadays  it  is  recognised  that  an  Agricul- 
tural Department  is  an  absolute  necessity  in  every  country;  and, 
judging  from  the  experience  which  I  have  gained,  I  might  almost  go 
so  far  as  to  say  that  you  can  very  closely  gauge  the  agriculture  of  a 
country  bv  its*  Department  of  Agriculture.  That  applies  very  large- 
Iv  throughout  the  Avorld.  I  do  not  speak  personally  of  this  Colony, 
because  I  know  nothing  about  Caiie  agriculture  or  Cape  politics. 
It  must  be  understood  that  the  agriculture  of  a  country 
re  acts  on  the  Department,  and  the  Department  on  its  agriculture, 
ai'd  thev  more  or  less  rise  or  fall  together.  As  to  the  functions  of 
nn  Agricultural  Departnient,  T  take  it  that  they  are  first  of  all  pro- 
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tective.    The  first  duty  of  an  Agricultural  Department  is  to  protect 
the  farmer  in  his  calling,  to  protect  him  from  disease,  and,  as  far 
as  possible,  give  him  a  sense  of  security  and  stability.    These  are 
duties  which  must  be  undertaken  by  the  Central  Department,  and 
must  be  sternly  and  unflinchingly  enforced  by  it.     There  must  be 
nc  half  measures  in  dealing  with  disease,  because  we  all  know  how 
irritating  disease  is  in  any  country,  and  what  great  losses  accrue 
therefrom.     Those  who  have  ])een  in  Canada,  where  practically  no 
disease  exists  at  all,  can  see  how  agreeable  the  farmer's  lot  is,  com- 
pared with  his  existence  in  this  Colony,  where  disease  may  attack 
his  live-stock  at  any  time,  and  also  his  crops.     The  second  duty  of 
the  Department  is,  as  far  as  possible,  to  educate  the  farmer;  that 
is  to  say,  the  Department  should    be    an    Intelligence    Office.      It 
should    know  what  is  going  on   throughout  the   world,   and   its 
officers  should  come  back  to  headquarters  prepared  to  discuss  all 
matters  of  interest  and  value  to  the  farmer.      The  most  elaborate 
tests  possible  should  be  made  on  experimental  farms,  and  on  pri- 
vate farms,  so  that  when  it    is    assured    that  the  experiments  are 
satisfactoiy  and  successful,  the  whole  of  the  farmers  in  the  Colony 
might  be  persuaded  to  adopt  them.     The  third  function  is  to  con- 
duct research.      We  are  all  in  favour  of  progress,  and  one  of  the 
finest  instances  of  w^hat  an  Agricultural  Department  can  do  is  to 
])e  found  in  the  United  States.    It  is  well  known  that  few  economic 
plants,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  mealies  and  certain  grasses, 
are  indigenous  to  North  America;  nearly  every  other  plant  has  been 
introduced,  and  yet  there  is  hardly  anv  plant  of  economic  value 
M  hich  is  not  found  there  now.    Before  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture was    formed    in    America,    the    Government    for  perhaps  a 
hundred  years  had  been  searching  the  world  for  plants  which  it 
was  thought  might  grow  in  the  country.      They  have  introduced 
those,    and    tested    them,    and    now    they    can    produce    practi- 
cally every  crop  they  require.     The  view  which  the  United  States 
determinedly  kept  before  the  mw^as  this — "  First  of  all,  produce  the 
whole  of  our  own  requirements  in  the  country,  and,  secondly,  let 
us  export  nothing  but  the  elaborated  article.    We  do  not  want  to 
export  wool,  they  said,  let  us  send  cloth ;  we  do  not  want  to  export 
mealies,  let  us  send  pork,  cheese,  butter,  etc."      In  this  way  they 
have  had  in  view  the  object  of  attempting  to  expand  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  in  this  they  have  ])een  largely  assisted  by  the  Agricul- 
tural Department.     Therefore,  I  say  that,  first  of  all,  the  Depart- 
ment has  protected  the    ])eople,    and    secondly,  it  has  practicalh'" 
cleared  the  country  from  disease.       It  has  educated  the  farmers, 
and  now  it  has  a  vast  army  of  teachers  who  are  trying  to  find  out 
all  they  can  about  the  gro\^ih  of  crops,  and  of  animals,  the  feeding 
of  stock,  and  so  on.     The  Department  recognises  that  it  stands  in 
the  same  position  to  the  farmer  as  the  chemist  does  to  the  brewer, 
or  the  metallurgist  to  the  great  mining  house.      The  Department 
constitutes  his  advisers,    and    one    farmer    is    in  competition  with 
another  just  as  the  miner  is  with  his  neighbour.    We  all  want  to 
increase  our  output  and    decrease    our    expenditure,  and  it  is  the 
business  of  those  men  who  have  ])een  specially  trained  for  special 
objects,  to  attend  to  this.     One  man  is  perha]i«  trying  to  produce  a 
better  variety  of  grain    of    some    kind — it  may  be  a  rust  resisting 
variety  of  wheat,  a  new  plant,  or  something  else.     Another  man  is 
trying  to  produce  new  or  improved  varieties  of  live-stock,  such  as 
;i  fresh  l)rce(l  of  pigs  thai  will  i)rovi(le  a  Ix'tter  class  of  bacon  for  the 
bacon  factory.     Another  dcpaitiuciil  is  l»nsy  mapping  out  the  soils 
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of  the  country,  having  the  soil  surveyed  so  that  they  can  tell  the 
farmer  what  this  or  that  belt  of  country  is  best  suited  for.  In  that 
Vv'ay  you  will  find  that  in  the  United  States  there  are  not  only  soil 
surveys  which,  for  exaini)le,  indicate  llu^  sections  of  country  where 
thi,  apple  can  best  be  grown,  l)ut  where  different  varieties  may  be 
most  advantageously  cultivated;  thus  we  have  the  "Ben  Davies  " 
belt,  the  "  Northern  Spy  "  belt,  and  so  on.  So  also  with  regard  to 
tobacco,  and  other  products.  If  a  country  is  to  get  on  with  its 
agricultural  enterprise  then  it  must  have  a  Department  which 
gives  its  life  to  the  "tackling"  of  these  different  problems. 
And  in  order  to  do  this  effectively,  the  otticers  in  the  Agricul- 
ttu'al  Department  must  he  trained  men,  trained  almost  from 
their  boyhood  to  take  uji  positions  in  the  Department.  First  of  all, 
unless  in  the  case  of  exceptional  scientists,  you  must  have  men  in 
your  Agricultural  Department  who  understand  farming.  There 
is  hardly  a  man  in  the  United  States  Department  or  in  that  of 
France  who  could  not  personally  run  a  farm  on  his  own  account, 
or  set  a  plough  and  plough  a  furrow  if  necessary.  But  they  have 
also,  many  of  them,  had  a  liberal  education,  and  then  when  they 
begin  to  specialise  on  one  particular  subject  they  give  their  whole 
life  and  soul  to  it.  When  you  get  a  l)0fly  of  men  like  that,  farmers 
come  to  the  Department.  They  know  that  each  of  the  officials 
has  mastered  a  special  subject,  and,  therefore,  from  Ijis  in- 
timate knowledge,  he  can  always  suggest  something  useful 
and  ])rofitable.  That  is  the  class  of  men  required  in  an  Agricul- 
tural Department,  for  farmers  are  then  confident  they  are  dealing 
with  people  who  know  what  they  are  about.  If  you  have  such  men 
there  is  no  question  as  to  their  being  in  touch  with  the  farmers,  be- 
cause they  are  working  for  the  agricultural  industry,  and  their 
very  advancement  depends  upon  the  practical  assistance  they  are 
able  to  give  those  engaged  upon  the  land ;  +hey  are  useless  if  they 
cannot  or  do  not  do  so.  The  point  above  all  others  is  to  have  only 
trained  men  in  the  De])artment,  and  not  to  think  that  farmers 
can  he  taught  by  anybody  that  comes  along,  perhaps 
someone  who  is  stria  ght  from  College  and  who  has  but 
little  acquaintance  with  the  practical  side  of  his  subject. 
These  are  the  chief  points  which  I  wanted  to  impress  upon 
the  Commission,  and  I  do  hope  that  we  shall  have  in  this  country 
a  sound  system  of  agricultural  education,  so  that  the  brightest  lads 
from  farms  can  enter  an  Agricultural  College  for  scientific  training, 
and  can  thereafter  be  drafted  into  the  Department.  Such  lads 
should  have  two  years  in  the  States,  and  other  two  years  in  France 
or  Denmark,  or  wherever  they  could  best  learn  special  subjects. 
That  is  what  is  done  abroad,  and  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
T  further  consider  that  there  is  a  wide  field  in  this  country  for  Ex- 
permient  Stations.  In  the  United  States  and  Canada  there  is  an 
Experiment  Station  in  each  State  or  Province.  .  In  France  and 
on  the  Continent  generally  there  are  a  great  many  more.  These 
farms  or  stations  are  useful  for  two  things.  Farmers  can  go  there 
and  see  the  different  crops  being  tested  and  the  other  operations 
which  are  being  conducted.  They  are  also  useful  to  the  Staff, 
who  thus  make  sure  that  they  are  on  sound  ground  before  they 
venture  to  give  advice  to  the  farmers.  Experiment  Stations  are 
just  as  necessary  to  the  agricultural  industiy  as  a  laboratory  is  to 
the  chemist,  or  a  hospital  or  operating-room  to  the  doctor.  They 
need  not  necessarily  be  very  extensive,  but  there  thev  must  be. 
Then  again  it  must  be  vour  endeavour  to  got  the  best  rpialified  men 
[a.  2—1905.]  Y 
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as  the  heads  or  chiefs  of  the  different  Divisions  of  your  Department, 
and  to  let  these  men  have  as  free  scope  as  possible  in  their  researches. 
Sometimes  when  a  man's  researches  are  very  promising  it  may 
answer  your  purpose  to  detach  him  from  the  Division  free  him 
from  routine  work  altogether,  and  let  him  continue  his  particular 
line  of  investigation,  because  the  value  to  the  country  of  his  dis- 
coveries may  be  worth  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds.  Only 
the  other  day  I  was  inspecting  some  of  your  fruit  farms  and  found 
that  most  of  the  plums  there  had  been  introduced  by  a  famous 
scientist  in  California,  and  nearly  all  the  pears  had  been  introduced 
by  French  horticulturists.  "VVe  want  men  in  South  Africa  to 
be  constantly  working  in  this  field  of  naturalisation  of  fruit  and 
other  products,  trying  to  introduce  special  varieties  for  the  benefit 
of  ihe  countiy.  That  is  the  spirit  and  sentiment  which  should 
animate  the  Department,  and  the  lines  upon  which  it  should  work. 
Land  settlement  and  the  other  important  matters  touched  upon  by 
Dr.  Jameson  do  not  come  within  my  province,  I  being  simply  the 
Director  of  Agriculture.  I  should,  however,  like  to  add  one  word 
of  warning,  and  that  is,  no  matter  how  efficient  your  Department 
of  Agriculture  may  be,  and  I  hope  you  have  one  of  the  best,  you 
must  not  exjiect  too  much  from  it.  Agriculture  is  not  a  thing  that 
can  be  l)Oomed  in  the  ordinary  sense.  Here  and  there  develop- 
ment will  be  accomplished  as  the  t'esult  of  scientific  knowledge  and 
practical  experience,  but  you  must  not  expect  to  get  an  Agricul- 
tural Department  that  will  make  every  farmer  a  millionaire.  For 
you  may  not  be  able  to  see  verv  great  gains  at  once;  but  if  you 
have  patience  to  keep  it  actively  going  for  a  few  years,  and  if  the 
work  is  carried  out  on  proper  lines  gooil  results  will  follow  in  due 
course.  I  fear,  however,  that  you  will  be  disappointed  if  you  expect 
your  Department  to  achieve  too  much  all  at  once. 

2899.  Chah'7nan.]  In  your  opinion,  unless  you  have  proper  men 
m  the  Department,  agriculture  in  the  country  must  be  a  failure? — 
I  am  prepared  to  say  so,  very  largely. 

2900.  You  have  spoken  about  protecting  the  farmers  from  the 
inroads  of  diseases  of  stock.  What  should  l)e  done  in  that  respect? 
— The  first  thing  you  have  to  do  is  to  draw  a  line  round  the  whole 
country  in  order  to  prevent  any  animal  from  entering  and  planting 
disease  amongst  us. 

2901.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Do  I  understand  that  the  Transvaal  Agri- 
cultural Department  undertakes  the  business  of  importing  stud 
stock? — We  do  so  to  a  certain  extent.  We  have  various  farms 
where  stud  stock,  which  are  imported,  are  kept,  solely  with  the 
object  of  exi)erimenting  with  the  different  breeds,  and  of  selling 
any  satisfactory  produce  to  farmers,  besides  leasing  such  sires  as 
are  available. 

2902.  By  whom  are  these  stock  selccleil  ' Tbcy  arc  selected  by 
officers  of  the  Department. 

290''.  Will  you  enumerate  the  various  branches  or  divisions  of 
the  Agricultural  Department  in  the  Transvaal?^ Yes,  these  are  (1) 
Administrative,  (2)  Veterinary,  (3)  Bacteriological,  (4)  Forestry, 
(5;  Botanical,  (6)  Entomological,  (7)  Chemical,  (8)  Horticulture, 
(9)  Publications,  (10)  Poultry,  and  (11)  Experimental  Farms  or 
Stations.  T  should  ex])laiii  that  the  Vel(>rinary  and  Bacteriological 
branches  are  really  joined  togethtM'.  'Ihe  one  conducts  research, 
and  the  other  deals  with  contagious  disi^ases.  Tlnn-  are  alwavs  in 
lon^-h  with  each  other,  and  we  tal<e  care  that  our  District  Veterinary 
Surgeons  go   for  a    short   course   of  study   and    li';iiiiing   with   Dr, 
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Thciler  l)efor{'  tliey  are  sent  ji])out  the  country  in  tlie  ])('vrnnii;in('0 
of  their  duties. 

2904.  What  about  (hiiryingl — \  ;iiii  sorry  to  say  we  have  not 
yet  done  very  much  in  that  direction,  because  the  disease  has  been 
so  bad,  and  there  is  so  enormous  a  demand  for  new  milk  that,  with 
llic  few  cows  wt'  liave  in  the  country,  it  would  l)e  useless  to  attempt 
to  do  anything  just  now.     That  will  come  later. 

2905'  How  numy  ExjU'ri mental  Farms  have  you  in  the  Trans- 
vaal?— We  have  one  at  rolchefstroom,  one  at  Slanderlon,  and  one 
at  Ermelo.  We  have  also  a  Tobacco  Farm  in  the  Zoutpansberg, 
and  a  small  series  of  ))lofs  on  the  Spring])ok  Flats.  We  endeavour 
to  include  the  different  climates  and  varieties  of  soil  in  estaljlishing 
these  Stations,  so  that  all  the  various  grasses,  seeds,  and  crops 
which  may  be  of  any  use  may  be  experimented  with.  We  have 
also  given  out  small  quantities  of  seeds  to  the  farmers,  for  trial, 
such  things  as  varieties  of  mealies,  etc. 

2906.  Would  you  recommend  a  system  of  having  small  Ex- 
l)erimental  Farms  dotted  all  over  the  country? — I  think  so.  The 
land  in  the  Cape  Colony  varies  very  much  apparently,  and  you 
must  do  that  if  your  Experimental  Farms  are  to  V)e  of  much  good. 

2907.  3Jr.  Owen- Lewis.]  Do  you  agree  with  Dr.  Jameson  tliat 
tlie  Committees  which  have  l)een  formed  in  each  Ward  in  the 
Transvaal,  and  in  the  different  Districts,  have  been  a  success? — 
Yes,  the  Committees  have  helped  us  a  good  deal.  They  are  assist- 
ing us  in  two  ways.  The  Committees  are  just  as  keen  as  we  are 
in  seeing  ;that  illegal  or  inadvisable  movements  of  stock  do  not 
take  place,  because  it  is  proved  that  this  terrible  Rhodesian  fever 
is  conveyed  by  cattle  moving  from  ])lace  to  place.  The  members 
of  the  Committee  know  the  people  in  tlieir  Ward  or  District.  It 
might  ha])pen  that  we  mi.uht  lie  induced  to  issue  a  iiermit  for  re- 
moval of  stock  through  ignorance  of  local  conditions,  Iml  this  per- 
mit is  first  submitted  to  the  Local  Committee,  by  whom  it  may  be 
vetoed  directly.  Then,  in  the  second  place,  our  Departmental 
experts  can  go'  down  and  deliver  lectures  in  the  various  Distiicts. 
The  Committees  act  as  a  nucleus,  or  a  gathering  ground  for  all  the 
farmers  in  the  neighl)ourhoo(l.  In  tliat  way  they  are  of  great  edu- 
cational use.  We  have  taught  them  the  nature  of  this  Rhodesian 
flisease,  showing  them  the  ticks,  etc.,  and  being  men  of  substance 
and  standing,  their  explanations  io  their  neighliour.'^  naturally 
carrv  much  weight. 

'2908.  Does  this  svstem  of  permits  apply  to  Seal)  as  well  as  to 
Redwater?— It  applies  to  all  movements  of  cattle  infected,  or  sup- 
posed to  be  infected,  with  disease.  In  the  case  of  Redwater  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  feeling  against  it,  but  now  we  have  fairly  got  to 
work.  For  two  vears,  one  of  the  largest  farmers  in  the  Trans- 
vaal was  verv  bitter  against  it,  but  only  the  other  day  he 
told  me  it  was  one  of  the'finest  things  that  ever  was  done  by  way  of 
checking  trespassing  with  infected  stock.  Any  farmer  has  the 
power  to  demand  a  man's  permti  if  he  is  trekking  with  stoclv,  and 
if  h(;  has  no  permit  he  can  be  summarily  sent  alwut  his  business. 
It  has  stopped  the  nuisance  of  trespassing  and  unauthorised  trek- 
king. No  doul)t  it  is  a  little  irksome,  Imt  it  has  saved  our  country 
from  destruction. 

2909.  Are  these  District  Committees  paid  their  exi^enses  when 
they  hold  their  meetings?— They  only  receive  payment  for  their 
ex]ienses  when  thev  go  round  upon  special  work.  Thev  live  close 
to  each  other  and  thev  meet  at  each  other's  houses,  so  that  the  ex- 
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pense  is  practically  nothing.    The  time  taken  up  may  be  a  quarter 
or  half  a  day. 

2910.  If  they  are  put  to  any  out-of-pocket  expense  would  that 
be  reimbursed  to  them? — It  would  be,  but  we  have  not  been  asked 
for  payment  for  any  such  outlay.  The  farmers  reckon  they  are 
prelecting  their  own  stock. 

2911.  Has  there  been  any  difficulty  in  getting  men  to  serve  on 
these  Committees,  either  in  the  Wards  or  Districts? — No,  they  are 
only  too  glad  to  serve.  They  regard  it  as  an  honour,  besides  which 
they  can  thereby  protect  themselves  as  well  as  their  neighbours. 

2912.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  an  attempt  was 
made  to  get  a  Ward  Committee  elected,  and  it  was  found  impossi- 
ble to  get  anybody  to  serve  upon  that  Committee? — Once  or  twice 
we  have  had  little  political  troubles,  but  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
agriculture  or  the  administration  of  the  Department.  In  farming 
matters  the  people  are  working  well  together  and  are  fast  dropping 
all  their  political  ditferences.     That  is  my  opinion. 

2913.  We.  have  been  told  that  in  this  Colony  we  would  not  get 
the  farmers  to  take  the  trouble  to  serve  on  the  Local  Committees  it 
is  proposed  to  form.  How  would  you  meet  any  such  difficulty? — 
I  think  if  you  send  round  a  competent  officer  of  your  Agricultural 
Department  to  explain  what  you  Avant  them  to  do,  and  they  see  he 
is  a  sensible  man  who  knows  his  business,  the  farmers  would  per- 
ceive it  to  be  a  practical  proposal  and  would  readily  join. 

2914.  Do  you  consider  that  the  success  of  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment depends  upon  its  being  in  touch  with  the  farming  popu- 
lation ? — It  cannot  get  on  without. 

1915.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  3^our  own 
Agricultural  Department  is  manned? — ^Yes,  personally  I  am  thor- 
oughly satisfied,  but  that  might  not  count  for  very  much  because 
it  Ls  laroely  the  outcome  of  my  own  suggestions. 

2916.  Do  you  consider  that  the  £100,000  odd  spent  by  your  De- 
partment is  ample? — I  think  so.  I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  keep  it 
within  that  limit.  With  agricultural  education  upon  more  ex- 
tended lines  it  might  mean  a  little  more  expenditure. 

2917.  You  do  not  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  an  Agri- 
cultural Department  costing  £350,000,  for  the  objects  upon  which 
you  are  spending  money  now  ?— Honestly,  I  do  not  know  what  we 
could  do  with  the  money,  except  perhaps  we  might  put  up  some 
very  fine  l)uildings. 

2918.  Mr.  Abrahnmson.]  Are  the  Experiment  Stations  of 
which  von  have  si)o]cen  run  as  a  rule  at  a  great  cost  to  the  State? 
— No,  tliey  are  not.  The  finest  Experiment  Stations  in  the  world 
are  those  of  the  United  States.  There  the  Central  Government 
allows  each  Stale  £3,000  n  year  for  an  Experiment  Farm.  That 
money  mnsi  be  spenf  in  working  Ihe  station  and  not  on  land  or 
buildings.  If  the  State  wants  buildings  then  it.  has  to  put  them 
up.  For  that  figure  you  can  have  a  very  useful  and  valuable  ])lace. 
That  vote  of  money  is  simply  for  current  expenses  ;  the  Central 
Government  very  wisely  says:  "You  local  people  must  do  the  rest." 

2919.  Is  the  Scab  expenditure  included  in  the  Veterinary  Divi- 
sion of  vour  Transvaal  Department? — Yes. 

2920.  And  do  you  think  the  expenditure  at  present  incurred 
under  that  head  will  suffice  to  attain  the  oliject  aimed  at?— The 
farmers  are  agitating  for  compulsory  dipping,  and  if  we  have  com- 
)iulsorv  dipping  for  a  few  years  we  shall  entirely  exterminate  seal). 

2921.  While  carrying  that  out,  a  little  more  expense  will  be 
incurred'     Yes,  a  little. 
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2922.  Do  1  uiideislaiid  lliut  the  penalty  for  anyone  having 
scabby  sheep  runs  up  to  £50?— Not  exceeding  £50.  "  'lliat  is  not 
always  connected  with  our  Veterinary  work.  We  had  one  instance 
of  a  troublesome  man  who  moved  a  lot  of  cattle  from  a  district  in- 
fected with  Redwater.  As  soon  as  he  got  them  out  thev  were 
worth  about  £3  a  head  more.  He  then  came  across  and  paid  the 
fine. 

2923.  Mr.  Rubidcje.'j  Have  you  a  Scab  Act  in  the  'lr;nis\aalf  - 
No,  1  have  here  our  Live-stock  Regulations,  which  1  think  also  in- 
clude the  Scab  Regulations,  and  I  have  also  with  me  our  I'lant 
Disease  Regulations. 

2924.  I  understand  you  to  mean  that  (he  fine  for  removing 
scabby  sheep  may  run  up  to  £50? — Yes. 

2925.  In  the  event  of  a  man  having  scabby  sheep  on  his  farm 
and  not  removing  them,  do  you  interfere  ?— We  say  that  if  a  farmer 
has  scab  on  his  farm  he  must  kee])  his  sheep  tliere  until  they  are 
clean.  We  do  not  allow  him  to  trek.  We  adopted  that  course,  be- 
cause we  had  not  much  acquaintance  with  the  country  and  did  not 
know  how  the  thing  was  going  to  work.  There  are  certain  seasons 
when  sheep  cannot  be  dipped,  and  we  thought  we  were  quite  safe 
in  saying  to  a  man  whose  stock  had  contracted  scab :  "  You  must 
pay  the  penalty;  you  must  keep  your  scabby  sheep  on  the  farm 
until  they  are  clean." 

2926.  3Ir.  Orpen.]  With  regard  to  the  Ward  Committees  in  the 
Transvaal,  is  there  any  organisation  by  means  of  which  they  may 
meet  in  Congress  periodically,  or  are  they  purely  local  bodies? — It 
is  purely  a  local  organisation. 

2927.  Do  they  deal  w-ith  the  Agricultural  Department  direct? 
—Yes. 

2928.  Who  issues  the  permits  under  the  Scab  Regulations  for 
the  removal  of  sheep? — No  permits  are  issued  until  the  farm  is  out 
of  quarantine. 

2929.  These  Local  Elective  Committees  have  no  control? — No, 
the  Magistrate,  acting  on  the  advice  of  the  District  Veterinary 
Surgeon,  will  give  an  order  and  a  farm  is  gazetted.  What  we 
do  sometimes  is  this:  Supposing  a  man  has  his  sheep  coming  Ijack 
from  Swaziland,  we  say  to  him  if  he  gets  those  sheep  dipped  we 
will  let  them  be  moved,  provided  they  can  be  taken  straight  otT  to 
another  farm,  and  quarantined.  When  you  dip  you  kill  tlie  live 
insects  but  not  the  eggs,  which,  however,  would  not  halcli  within 
a  week,  so  that  the  fanner  has  time  to  move  the  sheep  along  the 
road  between  dippings."  We  allow  farmers  this  privilege  because 
we  do  not  want  to  irritate  the  people  or  inflict  a  hardship,  but  at 
the  same  time  we  want  to  keep  our  hands  very  heavily  on  an}-  im- 
proper movement  of  stock. 

Harry  Ernest  Victor  Pickstone,  examined. 

29o0.  Chairman.']  You  are  a  fruit-farmer  in  the  Paarl  district? 
— Yes,  and  nurseryman. 

293L  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony;  the  duties  of  such  Council 
to  l)e:  (1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  oi 
Agriculture  upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — I  am  no(  in  favour 
of' the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agriculture  on  the  lines  men- 
tioned. 
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2932.  Du  you  cuiisieler  llial.  iL  would  be  more  desirable  for  the 
members  of  tlie  Council  of  x^vgriculiure  to  be  elected  by  (1)  Commit- 
tees of  Agriculture  which  should  be  formed  in  each  Fiscal  Division 
and  elect'ed  by  the  landowners  in  each  Ward;  or  (2)  that  they 
should  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division? — I  am 
not  in  favour  of  that. 

2900.  M  hat  are  your  reasons  f — 1  consider  that  agriculture  in 
this  Colony  should  Ije  and  must  be  one  of  the  principal  sources  of 
Avealth  of  the  future  of  the  country,  and  I  consider  that  the  sug- 
gested constitution  of  this  Council  would  be  usurping  the  duties  of 
I'arliament.  In  a  country  like  this  agriculture  should  take  a  pro- 
minent place  in  Parliament  and  seeing  we  have  our  Parliament 
here  these  things  could  be  thrashed  out  there  and  not  by  a  Council 
of  Agriculture  usurping  the  duties  of  Parliament  and  having  con- 
trol of  funds. 

2931.  Do  not  you  think  liy  having  Local  Committees  in  every 
Fiscal  Division  that  the  farmers  would  be  better  able  to  come  in 
touch  with  the  Government  and  the  Agricultural  De[)artment  ? — 1 
consider  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Agricultural  Department  to  get  in 
touch  with  the  farmers. 

2935.  Do  not  you  think  something  should  be  done  to  try  and 
bring  them  in  touch? — I  consider  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Minister  for 
Agriculture  to  arrange  his  Department  in  such  a  way  that  they  do 
get  in  touch.  AVhat  is  the  good  of  the  Department  if  it  is  not  in 
touch  with  the  farmers? 

293(3.  Do  you  consider  the  Department  is  in  touch  with  the 
farming  communit}^  at  present? — I  consider  they  are  not. 

2937.  Therefore  the  Department  is  of  no  good  ? — Next  to  .use- 
less. 

2938.  Mr.  Chven- Lewis. ~\  Assuming  that  the  functions  of  these 
Boards  and  Committees  were  advisory  and  w^ere  not  to  take  over 
the  control  of  funds,  would  you  still  object  to  their  being  brought 
into  existence? — I  do  not  know.  It  is  a  pretty  big  question.  I 
consider  that  the  Government  should  formulate  their  agricultural 
l)olicy  and  that  they  should  seek  advice  in  the  way  they  think 
proper.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  Government  from  getting  in 
touch  with  the  people  they  consider  could  help  them  in  this 
direction. 

2939.  ^'ou  tliinlv  that  anything  that  tended  towards  organis- 
ing the  fanning  cunniumity  would  be  a  ])enefil  to  them? — I  think 
the  farming  community  does  want  organising;  but  at  the  same 
time  you  cannot  organise  anything  unless  you  know  what  you  are 
driving  al.  Tlie  ordinary  farmer  is  working  in  the  tiark.  He 
knows  what  he  is  planting,  but  he  tloes  not  laiow  what  markets 
there  are.  He  works  all  in  the  dark  and  I  consider  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  show  the  light. 

2940.  You  think  at  the  present  moment  the  average  farmer  up- 
country  finds  it  very  hard  to  get  in  touch  with  the  existing  Agricul- 
hiral  Department? — I  thiidv  the  average  farmer  makes  no  aiteni])! 
to  do  so.  He  finds  it  is  useless.  For  instance,  under  the  presiuit 
constitution  of  the  De])artinent,  if  I  send  a  wire  marked  "urgent" 
and  address  it  to  Agricola  (the  registered  telegraphic  address  of  the 
De})aiiment,),  Ca])e  Town,  it  may  tal<e  a  weel-c  liefore  \  get  a  i'(>ply. 
Where  it  goes  to  I  do  nol  know.  W'lien  1  was  in  IJloemfontein 
about  six  ludnlbs  ago  Ihe  head  of  Ihe  Dcjiartment  there  siiid  lo  me, 
"Are  you  dying  of  iiearl  disease  in  Ciipe  'i'own  ?  "  I  did  not  uiuler- 
stand  what  he  meant,  and  he  informed  me  thai  he  had  sent  a  tele- 
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gram  to  Cape  Town  to  the  Agricultural  Department  about  a  matter 
which  was  costing  the  Colony  several  hundreds  of  pouiid.s  a  day, 
and  it  took  a  fortnight  before  he  received  a  reply. 

2941.  Was  that  in  connection  with  the  Rhodesian  red-water 
question  ( — Yes.     There  is  no  system  whatever  in  the  Department. 

2942.  You  consider  then  that  lliere  is  room  for  very  radical  re- 
form in  the  administration  of  the  Agricultural  Department? — Yes, 
I  consider  that  is  essential. 

2943.  It  is  suggested  that  the  election  of  Commillocs  in  each 
Fiscal  Division  would  serve  to  keep  the  farmers  in  t(mch  with  the 
Agricultural  Department.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  such  a 
committee  being  elected  in  each  Fiscal  Division? — I  do  not  think 
they  would  be  of  any  use,  or  very  little.  I  want  the  thing  to  begin 
with  the  Minister  and  make  the  Government  responsible  for  the 
agricultural  policy. 

2944.  This  is  not  going  to  take  the  responsibility  out  of  the 
IiaJids  of  the  Government,  but  it  is  going  to  organise  the  farmers 
and  to  ensure  that  in  every  Fiscal  Division  there  is  going  to  Ijc  a 
Committee  elected  by  the  landowners  in  that  district,  and  when 
Government  require  any  information  in  regard  to  that  district  they 
will  communicate  with  that  Committee,  antl  if  the  Committee  wish 
to  bring  anything  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  they  will  as  an 
organised  and  recognised  body  be  in  a  better  position  to  do  so  than 
individual  farmers  scattered  about  the  country? — I  do  not  tiiink  it 
will  help  much. 

2945.  You  believe  in  the  farmers  being  organised? — I  believe 
in  the  farmers  organising  themselves.  Y^ou  mav  think  1  contra- 
diet  myself,  but  in  my  opinion  any  organisation  of  the  farming 
community  should  originate  with  the  farmers  themselves.  Organi- 
sation is  of  no  value  unless  it  is  going  to  be  successful. 

2946.  Do  not  you  think  uniformity  is  a  useful  thing  to  have  in 
any  organisation? — Yes,  but  the  organisation  should  emanate  and 
must  emanate  from  the  farmers  themselves. 

H-..AU  2947.  What  harm  is  there  in  the  Government  providing  the 
machinery? — I  think  the  farmers  should  supply  the  machinery 
and  Government  should  assist  them  when  they  have  arranged  their 
organisation,  provided  Government  approves  of  the  lines  on  which 
they  are  organising  and  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  organis- 
ing. 

2948.  How  would  you  propose  to  get  the  farmers  to  do  that? — 
I  think  during  the  last  two  years  there  has  been  a  distinct  move- 
ment in  the  direction  of  the  farmers  appreciating  the  value  of 
organising,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  that  movement,  and 
that  the  farmers  are  gradually  organising  themselves;  but  things 
move  slowly  in  South  Africa. 

2949.  We  have  just  had  the  evidence  of  the  Director  of  Agri- 
culture in  the  Transvaal  and  he  tells  the  commission  that  since 
the  war  they  have  established  a  Local  Committee  in  every  Ward 
in  the  Transvaal  and  have  established  a  Committee  in  every  dis- 
trict; that  these  Committees  are  elected  and  that  the  farmers  there 
are  only  too  pleased  to  serve  on  the  Committees,  and  that  they  are 
doing  excellent  work  in  the  way  of  getting  the  Dei^artment  in  touch 
with" the  farming  community,  and  that  the  system  has  proved  an 
entire  success  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  certain  Acts  such 
as  the  Animal  Diseases  Acts? — In  regard  to  the  Animal  Diseases 
Acts  you  must  have  some  local  organisation. 

2950.  Supposing  there  is  no  local  organisation  established  by 
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tlio  I'arincry,  wuuld  you.  approve  uf  (JoVLTumeut  providing 
iiirichinery  for  that  purpose? — 1  think  if  the  farmers  see  the  posi- 
tion IS  serious,  they  can  successfully  organise. 

2951.  But  if  the  fact  of  their  not  doing  so  becomes  a  danger  to 
the  surrounding  districts? — Then  the  Government  should  step  in. 

2952.  You  know,  there  are  very  large  areas  in  this  Colony 
where  there  is  absolutely  no  organisation  outside  political  organi- 
sations, existing.' — Yes,  i  know  that.  The  great  difficult}'  here  is 
that  the  majority  of  the  farmers  are  absolutelj'  working  in  the  dark 
and  know  very  little  about  the  markets  for  their  goods.  I  speak 
in  a  general  way.  There  are  of  course  very  able  farmers  right 
through  the  country;  but  the  majority  of  farmers  know  very  little 
about  the  markets  and  what  is  going  on  in  different  parts  of  the 
world  in  the  marivets  where  the}'  have  to  compete.  They  know 
very  little  about  the  imports  of  agricultural  products  into  this 
country  in  competition  with  the  stull  they  are  growing  themselves. 

295^.  Would  not  the  existence  of  a  Committee  in  each  district 
presided  over,  as  has  been  suggested,  by  the  Civil  Commissioner, 
Help  to  dissemminate  information  in  the  district.' — There  are 
usually  so  many  diff'ereiit  interests  in  a  district.  Take  my  district, 
Paarl,  where  fruit-growing  and  wine-making  are  the  chief  in- 
terests. Supposing  you  had  a  Committee  there  of  the  leading 
farmers  each  of  these  interests  would  have  to  be  represented. 

2954.  But  these  Committees  would  be  elected.  It  is  suggested 
thtit  each  Ward  or  Field-cornetc}'  shoiUd  elect  two  members  and 
that  representatives  of  these  Wards  in  each  Fiscal  Division  should 
form  themselves  into  a  Committee.  Thus  in  your  case  one  Ward 
would  be  represented  by  fruit-farmers  and  the  other  by  wine- 
farmers  ?— In  o,  in  the  Paarl  district  every  Ward  would  be  repre- 
seuieu  by  wine-farmers. 

2955.  You  think  the  fruit  industry  would  get  no  representa- 
tion f— JNone  whatever.  The  fruit  industry  is  about  one-tenth  that 
of  the  wine  industry. 

2956.  3Ir.  Oosthuisen.]  Is  there  in  your  opinion  any  opening  in 
iliis  country  for  the  development  of  agriculture  ?— Yes,  I  think 
there  is  a  great  opening.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  talk  outside  my 
own  particular  line,  which  is  fruit.  I  have  a  general  knowledge 
of  the  wine  industry,  'having  lived  in  the  Paarl  district  for  twelve 
years,  and  i  have  as  General  Manager  of  the  Rhodes  Fruit  Farms 
seen  to  the  planting  of  half  a  million  vines,  but  I  do  not  speak  with 
authority  on  anything  but  fruit. 

2957.  Your  experience  is  more  or  less  confined  to  the  districts 
around  the  Paarl?— No,  I  have  been  in  the  Conquered  Territory, 
Avhere  we  have  a  branch,  and  in  the  Transvaal  and  also  in  the 
Eastern  I'rovince.  In  fact  I  may  say  I  have  a  considerable  know- 
ledge of  this  country. 

295y.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  what  would  be  the  best  means 
to  develoj)  the  country  ?— Well,  in  connection  with  dried  fruit, 
which  is  a  very  important  feature  of  the  fruit  industrv.  Last  vear 
in  Die  Western  Province  we  drew  up  a  scheme  for  co-operating  in 
dried  fruits,  including  raisins,  for  the  purpose  of  improvin«r  the 
status  of  iho  industry  and  placing  the  industrv  in  a  i)osition  to 
com])ete  on  equal  terms  with  the  fruit  imported  from  different 
parts  of  the  world.  Th;it  .schcnic  \v;is  vcrv  hinhlv  approved  of.  If 
AVO  could  pill  lhi(iii<_;li  lh;il  schciiii'  il  would  absolutelv  iilace  the 
dried  fruit  industry  on  a  hrni  basis  and  within  five  years  we  could 
C(;mpletely  shut  out  every  pcnmd  of  dried  fruit  or  "raisins  coming 
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ir)l(i  this  country.  'Jhe  idea  wus  to  get  all  tlic  i'c|)rc!5eulcitivu  t'ruit- 
I'armci'.s  in  and  tuiiu  owv  couibine.  U  was  not  a  combine  ior  drying 
everybody's  sLufl,  but  lor  preparing  the  fruit  and  i)acking  it  in 
bai^s  just  as  the  woc^hgiowers  consign  their  wool  in  rough  to  the 
wool-washeries. 

:2959.  Did  the  (jovernment  assist  you  in  any  way? — We  never 
asked  for  any  (Jovernnient  assistance,  but  we  probal)ly  will. 

20G0.  Therefore  you  cannot  say  that  the  Agricultural  JJepart- 
inenL  did  not  give  assistance? — Nol^  I  think  these  co-operative 
schemes  should  emanate  from  the  farmers  themselves  and  should 
receive  the  assistance  of  the  Government  if  the  organisation  be  on 
lines  which  the  Government  consider  safe  in  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  Government  should  Ije  prepared  to  defend  their 
assistance  in  Parliament  if  necessary. 

2961.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  Government  giving  any  material 
assistance  to  farmers? — Yes,  but  1  cannot  say  nr  which  particular 
way  they  should  assist. 

2902.  As  a  principle  you  would  be  in  favour  of  it? — Yes.  i 
would  prefer  to  see  Government  start  a  bonus  system  on  the 
standard  of  quality  in  the  several  products. 

2903.  Mr.  Rogera.]  I  suppose  you  are  aware  that  the  agricul- 
tural industry  in  this  country  is  m  a  terribly  backward  state? — I 
think  so  to  a  considerable  extent. 

2904.  The  Commission  is  looking  about  for  a  remedy  for  this 
state  of  affairs.  Uould  you  suggest  anything  to  alter  it  i—i  think 
your  x\gricultural  Department  is  out  of  touch  with  the  people  and 
wants  entirely  to  be  re-organised.  1  think  if  you  re-organise  your 
entire  Agricultural  Department  and  have  a  proper  system  it  would 
materially  help  things. 

2905.  You  do  not  approve  of  the  Board  and  Council? — No.  I 
do  not  believe  in  them.  I  think  your  permanent  head  of  the  De- 
partment should  be  a  very  able  man.  iie  should  be  an  organiser 
first  and  an  agriculturist  secondly.  There  are  very  able  men  in  the 
Department  now,  but  in  my  opinion  they  do  not  have  a  show.  The 
Department  should  be  split  up  into  different  jjranches,  and  there 
should  be  a  recognised  head  of  each  of  these  branches  and  that 
head  should  be  responsible  to  the  Minister  for  the  control  of  his 
branch. 

2960.  You  do  not  think  that  the  farmers  are  in  touch  with  the 
Department? — As  far  as  I  know  them  1  am  sure  they  are  not.  One 
never  communicates  with  the  Government  unless  one  is  compelled 
to. 

2907.  Do  not  you  think  the  formation  of  an  Agricultural  Coun- 
cil would  be  a  good  medium  to  bring  the  wishes  of  the  people  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department? — No,  I  think  in  a  country  like  this  where 
^ve  have  our  Parliament,  it  is  only  a  small  country,  and  farming 
and  politics  are  so  much  mixed  up  that  I  think  they  should  be 
mixed  up  with  Parliament.  I  think  there  will  be  a  farming  policy 
some  day.    It  is  bound  to  come. 

2968.  You  have  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  of  Experimental 
Stations ?— No,  I  have  had  very  little  experience  of  them. 

2969.  I  thought  you  said  you  worked  in  three  or  four  different 
centres? — Yes,  in  connection  with  fruit-growdng.  With  regard  to 
that  1  should  be  in  favour  of  the  Government  subsidising  a  selected 
individual  farmer  to  undertake  ^experiments  in  different  lines.  For 
instance  of  Government  start  an  Experiment  station  in  a  district 
it  would  be  better  for  one  of  the  best  men  in  that  line  in  that  parti- 
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CUlai  district  to  draw  up  the  general  lines  on  which  the  Station 
should  be  conducted  and  have  it  on  this  man's  farm  and  subsidise 
the  OAvner  for  this  work.    I  think  that  would  be  cheaper. 

2970.  Would  you  appl>'  that  principle  to  all  branches  of  the 
farming  industry? — I  certainly  should  to  fruit-growing. 

2971.  Mi'.  Orpen.]  The  fruit  industry  is  to  a  certain  extent 
organised? — The  fruit  export  trade  is  organised  to  a  greater  extent 
than  most  of  the  other  products  of  the  fanners. 

2972.  The\'  have  representatives  on  the  Horticultural  Board? — 
Yes. 

2973.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  cdl  the  agricultural  industries 
in  the  count ly  were  represented  in  a  similar  way,  and  duly  recog- 
nised by  Government,  that  it  would  have  a  satisfactory  elTect? — 
It  might  l)e  of  assistance.  What  I  wished  to  point  out  was  that  if 
delegates  were  chosen  from  the  Paarl  the  wine  industry  would  get 
everything.  In  the  Horticultural  Board  fruit  and  wine  are  repre- 
sented, but  it  really  represents  fruit  more  than  wine. 

2974.  Supposing  the  Horticultural  Board  had  a  legal  .'^lalus  in- 
stead of  l)eing  merely  recognised  by  Government,  do  not  you  think 
its  position  would  be  much  stronger  i — I  am  not  in  favour  of 
strengthening  them.      I  would  only  make  them  Advisory  Boards. 

2975.  You  would  leave  oi-ganisation  entirely  to  the  farmers"  own 
efforts? — Yes,  I  think  so.  It  might  be  a  good  thing  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  somebody  at  the  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
who  should  be  an  organiser — and  the  head  should  )>e  that — he 
should  not  sit  all  the  time  in  the  office  at  Cape  Town. 

2970.  You  think  he  should  travel  around  the  country  and  en- 
deavour to  encourage  the  farmers  to  organise  '. — Yes,  I  think  he 
should  point  out  the  advisability  of  their  doing  so. 

2977.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  Farmers' 
Associations  at  all? — Yes. 

2978.  You  do  not  know  whether  Farmers'  Associations  have 
had  due  recognition  from  the  Government? — I  think  they  get  re- 
cognition at  the  time  of  their  Shows  on  the  £  for  £  principle.  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  get  any  other  recognition. 

2979.  You  do  not  know  whether  their  deliberations  have  had 
;my  effect  nn  llie  Government  policy — No,  1  do  not  know  that  they 
have. 

2980.  Mr.  Abniluunson.]  You  say  you  have  tried  lo  organise  fruit 
farmers  with  regard  lo  forming  a  Co-operative  Society  for  dried 
fruit? — Yes,  I  and  others. 

2981.  \'ou  succeeded,  as  far  as  the  farmers  were  concerned,  and 
they  considered  the  scheme  a  good  one?— No.  It  was  our  inten- 
tion to  get  money  from  one  of  the  Banks  on  the  security  of  the 
stock,  and  I  consulted  Mr.  iVlerriman  and  otheis  about  the  financial 
pro])osals,  and  they  said  they  were  all  right  provided  everybody 
woidd  come  in.  'the  raisin  industry  of  Worcester,  Montagu,  and 
liobertson  is  a  a  vrvy  im[)ortant  ouv,  but  it  does  not  occupy  the 
position  it  is  entitled  to,  and  we  felt  that  a  great  number  of  the 
fj'.i'mers  interested  in  it  were  wealtbx'  farniei's,  and  it  would  be 
liopeless  for  us  to  put  through  our  sciienic  without  (lieir  co-o])era- 
lion.  We  consull(>d  Mr.  Rabie,  ;ind  he  informed  us  that  the  far- 
mers of  his  district  al  ihat  time  were  nol  in  a  position  to  organise 
and  take  up  tlii'  shares  in  this  Comiiany. 

2982.  The  reason   why  this  thing  did   not   go   Ihrougli   av;is  be 
cause  the   peojile   said   tbey    w(M('   not    in   ;i    position    to   put    monev 
into  it?    That  is  so. 
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'2\)6o.  k5U|j|)usiiig  Llial.  (JuvfiiiiiieiiL  iiiid  uiguuisod  suniu  .sciioine, 
wlicri^by  luuneLaiy  assistance  could  be  given  to  iarmers,  Liie  tiling 
would  nave  gone  tliKnigli  ? — Yes. 

'2\)'6'i.  ^inu  }ou  liunK  it  would  have  been  a  guod  tiling ; — i  am 
certain  of  that. 

Iibb5.  By  lliat  means  you  would  be  able,  yuu  ihinlv,  to  supply 
til;!  local  requirements  as  regards  dried  fruit  ana  raisins  f — i\ot  to- 
uay,  but  wiiluii  live  years,  ihe  basis  of  our  co  operation  was  to 
con^pete  with  the  imported  aiticle  at  uie  several  puns  on  absolutely 
equal  terms. 

2Uoo.  Vvould  that  have  paid  the  grower  { — Yes,  2o  per  cent* 
more  tiuui  the  present  method,  and  even  lUU  per  cent,  in  some  in- 
stances. 

'2\)b7.  Uu  not  you  think  that  if  the  growers  of  this  particular  pro- 
duct that  you  are  interested  in  liaa  been  organiseu,  and  had  an 
execuiive  Ijudy  that  could  have  formulated  some  scheme,  and  have 
gf.ne  to  (jiovernment  and  said,  "  lliis  is  our  scheme,  are  you  pre- 
pared to  give  us  any  assistance."  Would  that  not  be  a  good  thing  < 
— Yes,  I  think  so. 

2968.  Is  it  not  that  you  are  in  principle  with  us  in  wishing  to 
see  the  fruit-growers'  and  farmers  of  the  country  organised  in  such 
a  way  as  to  bring  them  in  touch  with  the  Government  in  order  to 
formulate  such  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  the  farming  com- 
munity in  general^ — Y^es,  I  am  witli  you  in  principle,  but  my  con- 
tentioi)  is  that  these  things  shoukl  originate  \vith  the  farmers,  if 
\du  want  them  to  be  successful,  and  then  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
viw  Government  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  assist  them. 

1^989.  Supposing  you  Had  at  the  head  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  a  man  such  as  you  desire — a  first-rate  organiser,  and 
vvho  had  a  practical  knowledge  of  farming,  and  he  wanted  to  work 
in  the  direction  that  we  have  discussed,  tnat  is  getting  the  farmers 
to  co-operate,  and  produce  a  better  quality  of  stuff,  and  so  on. 
Would  that  be  a  good  thing? — Y^es. 

2990.  Would  you  approve  of  the  principle  by  which  representa- 
tive farmers  could  be  elected  by  other  farmers  in  order  to  form  a 
connecting  link  between  them  and  the  Government? — No,  that 
matter  should  be  fought  out  in  Parliament. 

2991.  How  could  you  fight  it  out  in  Parliament? — It  is  done  in 
other  countries. 

2992.  Supposing  the  Department  wishes  to  get  advice  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the  farmers  in  the  district,  what 
would  be  the  best  way  for  them  to  set  about  it?  Would  not  such 
a  Council,  as  has  'oeen  suggested,  be  a  good  medium,  and  it  could 
act  as  an  Advisory  Board  in  the  preparation  of  the  Estimates?  Sup- 
posing such  a  body  could  be  created,  would  you  object  to  its  ex- 
istenc'e  ? — I  think  iif  you  have  a  proper  Agricultural  De])artment  it 
should  be  its  duty  to  prepare  the  Estimates  without  sharing  respon- 
sibility. 

2993.  Do  you  tliink  it  woukl  Ise  wrong,  supposing  the  head  of 
the  Agricultural  Department  were  to  come  to  you  and  say.  "What 
woud  vou  advise  me  to  put  on  the  Estimates  in  order  to  further 
\our  fruit  industry?"  Do  you  think  that  would  be  a  wrong  thing 
for  vou  to  do?— The  whole" question  is  such  a  i)ig  one.  I  may  tell 
him"  to  put  down  £100,000,  l)ut  it  would  have  no  effect.  It  would 
not  pass.  These  things  should  be  l)iought  up  before  Parliament 
and  fouoht  out  on  their  merits. 

2994.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  in  order  to  get  in  touch  with 
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the  farmers  in  Uic  Transvaal,  the  JJepartinnet  had  to  organise 
something  of  the  same  liind,  by  whicli  they  get  the  farmers  in  every 
Ward,  in  the  first  instance,  and  then  in  the  fiscal  Division,  to  elect 
representative  men  from  amongst  themselves  in  order  to  assist  the 
Government  in  matters  appertaining  to  farming,  and  they  find  it 
works  with  excellent  results.  If  this  Local  Committee  works  so 
well  there,  wh}"  will  it  not  work  here? — At  the  present  time  in  the 
Transvaal  the  conditions  are  very  different  from  what  they  are 
here.  The  country  has  been  decimated  through  red-water,  and 
there  is  no  agriculture  in  the  Transvaal  to  speak  of,  and  no  Parlia- 
ment in  the  proper  sense  of  the  name. 

2995.  That  does  not  alter  the  fact  of  the  Committee  doing  good. 
Surely,  if  there  was  agriculture,  they  would  be  able  to  do  much 
more? — We  have  been  engaged  in  fruit-farming  for  over  100  years, 
and  I  claim  Ave  are  in  a  position  to  know  more  about  it  than  they 
are. 

2996.  You  do  not  agree  with  anything  that  has  been  suggested. 
Have  you  any  idea  in  what  direction  we  should  proceed  in  order 
to  do  what  is  essential? — I  think  you  shoukl  accept  the  principle 
of  the  bonus  system  on  quality  coupled  with  the  re-organisation  of 
the  Department. 

2997.  You  do  not  think  the  Government  should  bother  about 
tiAang  to  organise  the  farmers  ( — 1  think  that  at  the  present  time 
this  Colony  is  not  ripe  for  that. 

2998.  Are  you  in  favour  of  Farmers'  Associations  being  started 
in  different  parts  of  the  Colony? — Y^es. 

2999.  Do  you  think  the}'  are  serving  a  good  purpose  ?— Yes, 
there  is  no  doubt  about  that,  and  they  sliould  be  encouraged. 

3000.  How  would  you  encourage  them? — I  do  not  know  how. 

3001.  Do  not  you  think  they  would  be  encouraged  if  recognised 
by  Government  in  some  shape  or  form? — I  do  not  see  how  they 
could  be  recognised,  except  in  regard  to  Shows,  as  is  done  now.  If 
there  is  a  way  it  might  help,  but  I  do  not  know  of  such  a  wa}-. 

3002.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  You  said  that  you  believe  that  the  future 
of  agriculture  in  this  Colony  depended  a  good  deal  on  the  establish- 
ment of  an  agricultural  policy.  Do  not  you  think  that  the 
existence  of  a  Council  for  Agriculture,  at  which  farmers  from  every 
district  would  be  })resent,  and  at  which  the  English  farmer  from 
the  Eastern  Province  would  sit  side  by  side  with  the  farmer  of 
Dutch  descent  from  the  Western  Province,  and  discuss  all  agricul- 
tural matters,  outside  of  party  politics,  that  this  would  tend  to- 
wards the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  policy  far  more  than 
by  leaving  all  questions  of  agriculture  to  be  fought  out  in  Parlia- 
ment on  party  lines? — I  do  not  see  why  they  should  be  on  party 
lines  at  all. 

3003.  Do  not  you  think  the  Council  of  Agriculture  would  be  a 
body  outside  of  party  politics? — I  do  not  think  so. 

3004.  You  think  a  non-])olitical  Council  woukl  not  help  to  for- 
ward such  a  policy  ? — I  think  agriculture  is  in  such  a  bad  way 
that  in  the  next  two  or  three  years  a  policy  is  sure  to  be  formulated. 

3005.  You  do  not  consider  tlial  the  existence  of  a  Council,  at 
whicli  l)olii  English  and  Dutch  farmers  from  every  ])art  of  the  Col- 
ony would  be  represented,  and  would  discuss  all  matters  apper- 
taining to  agricdltiire,  absoliilcly  {)u(si(h'  of  party  ])olitics,  would 
lend  to  l)iiiig  into  Ix'ing  an  auiiciill  tiral  policy?     \\  niigld. 

3000.  If  it  did  have  tliiit  cfTcd,  il  wouhi  do  a  great  deal  of  good? 
— Certain Iv  it  would. 
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George  Sehasfimi  Wnlfaardt,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

;J007.  Chairman.]  You  arc  a  farmer  in  (l)e  R()l)ertson  district? — 
Yes. 

nOOS.  What  line  do  yon  fnrm  in?— Chiefly  wine,  init  T  go  in  for 
nhnosl  everj-thing. 

3009.  You  know  the  object  of  this  Commission  ?— Yes,  from  what 
I  have  seen  in  the  newspapers,  and  so  on. 

3010.  Tliis  Commission  wislies  to  know  fiom  you  whether  you 
think  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  at  present  constituted,  comes 
in  touch  with  the  farming  commnnity? — I  think  not. 

3011.  Do  3^ou  think  it  wDuld  as.sist  in  tluit  direction  if  there 
were  a  Local  Committee  appointed  in  each  Ward,  in  each  Fiscal 
Division,  which  could  come  between  the  farmers  and  the  Depart- 
ment ? — I  think  that  would  be  advisable,  and  is  something  we  have 
wished  for. 

3012.  .I/?'.  RithidfjeP\  You  are  in  favour  of  the  suggestion  just 
made  with  regard  to  the  election  of  Local  Committees  in  each  dis- 
trict?— Yes,  I  think  that  would  work  well. 

3013.  What  do  you  think  should  be  the  qualifications  of  those 
who  will  be  allowed  to  vote  for  the  members  of  this  Local  Commit- 
tee?— My  idea  is  that  that  should  be  done  by  landowners  and  occu- 
piers of  land  and  owners  of  stock.  I  think  the  Commission  should 
decide  what  in  their  opinion  should  be  the  qualifications  of  any 
man  who  is  to  be  allowed  to  vote  for  this  Committee. 

3014.  How  many  members  do  you  think  should  be  elected  in 
each  district  from  each  Field-cornetcy? — I  think  from  each  Field- 
cornetcy  one  member  should  be  chosen,  and  this  would  make  six, 
and  these  six  could  elect  three  out  of  their  number  to  form  the 
Committee  for  the  district,  in  the  same  way  as  is  done  in  the  case 
of  a  company,  where  the  shareholders  are  first  elected  and  then 
thev  choose  the  directors  from  amongst  themselves. 

3015.  Do  you  think  that  three  should  l)e  chosen  from  each  dis- 
trict ? — Yes.  Say,  for  instance,  there  are  six  Field-cornetcies  in 
each  district  theii  six  representatives  will  be  chosen,  and  out  of 
these  six  three  would  be  chosen  to  form  a  Board  for  the  district, 
which  could  come  between  the  Governrnxent  and  the  farmer. 

3016.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  Civil  Com- 
rrissioner  of  the  district  were  to  be  Chairman  of  this  Board  of 
three? — I  do  not  see  any  harm  in  it. 

3017.  You  think  it  would  be  advisable? — Yes. 

3018.  Do  you  think,  if  such  a  Committee  is  decided  upon,  it 
would  be  an  advantage  for  the  whole  district? — Yes,  T  think  so,  if 
chosen  from  the  district,  l)ecause  the  Divisional  Council  members 
are  chosen,  and  thev  give  satisfaction,  so  I  do  not  see  why  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  should  not  be  chosen  in  the  same  way. 

3019.  Out  of  these  Committees  it  is  susoested  that  representa- 
tives will  be  chosen  for  a  Council  of  Agriculture,  which  will  meet 
annuallv  in  some  central  place,  and  discuss  the  different  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  country? — Yes,  I  am  in  favour  of  that;  but 
the  Commission  must  remember  that  the  interests  of  all  the  dis- 
tricts are  not  the  same.  Some,  for  instance,  are  interested  in  wine- 
making,  others  in  grain  and  cattle.  Now  if  the  Commission  could 
devise  a  plan  to  keep  these  three  industries  separate,  I  have  alwavs 
thought  that  each  district  should  be  able  to  bring  its  particular 
interests  in  the  Government  direct. 

3020.  Then  vou  are  not  in  favour   of  the   Council?—!  am   not 
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against  it,  hnt  I  thinly  the  Commission  shonld  find  a  way  in  Avhich 
the  three  interests  conld  1)8  separated. 

3021.  Do  not  you  think  if  this  laroie  Council  existed  it  would 
give  the  Government  more  i)ower  if  they  acted  on  resolutions  com- 
in«-  from  such  a  representative  l)ody? — You  are  aware  that  the  wine 
industry  occupies  but  a  small  portion  of  the  Colony,  and  it  is 
worked  by  a  small  portion  of  the  population ;  now,  if  we  did  not 
receive  assistance  from  the  other  industries, wp  would  never  be  able 
to  get  anything  done  for  us. 

3022.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  are  acquainted  -with  the  fur- 
ther idea  of  having  an  Advisory  Board  chosen  from  the  members 
of  this  Council? — Yes,  I  think  that  would  ])e  a  good  thing. 

3023.  Do  not  vou  think  the  trouble  which  you  foresee  could  be 
rectified  by  the  Government  nominees.  Say,  for  instance,  in  any 
district  more  members  were  elected  to  represent  the  cattle  industry, 
trie  Government  would  see  that  their  nominee  represented  the 
other  industries? — Tf  the  Government  will  guarantee  tliat  it  would 
be  all  rigid;  l)ut  the  Commission  must  see  that  my  point  is  a  true 
one. 

3024.  I  understand  from  vou  that  you  agree  more  or  less  with 
the  principle  of  a  Council  and  a  Board  of  Agriculture? — Yes. 

3025.  Mr.  Oosthniseii.']  Do  you  think  that  vou  would  find  in  each 
Fiold-cornetcy  one  person  Avho  Avould  be  willing,  if  chosen,  to  give 
his  time  to  serve  on  the  Local  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  discus- 
sin  nr  cases  in  general,  and  if  he  receive  no  remuneration  for  his  ser- 
vices?— I  think  this  thiuQ-  is  so  necessary  that  vou  will  find  in  each 
district  a  person  who  would  be  willing  to  h<'li)  his  ]ieople  and  coun- 
try.   If  T  were  elected,  I  would  gladly  do  so. 

302().  You  are  not  in  favour  of  the  members  toeing  paid? — I  will 
not  say  "  ves  "  or  "no"  to  that;  but  T  think  there  is  so  much  need 
for  something  to  be  done  for  our  agriculture  that  v'ou  would  find 
men  willino'  to  do  the  work  without  remuneration. 

3027.  Do  vou  not  think  that  this  Local  Committee  could  be 
nmaloamated  with  the  Divisional  Council? — Tt  could  be  done:  but 
you  are  aware  that  the  members  of  tlip  Divisional  Council  are 
cho'^en  for  verv  different  duties  bv  people  whom  T  do  not  wish 
should  have  anv  vote  for  the  members  of  the  Local  Committee,  and 
^-^  T  would  not  like  to  see  it  done  through  the  Division.al  Council. 

302ft.  Do  vou  think  it  Avould  be  a  good  thing  if  this  Local  Com- 
mittee allowed  the  landowners  and  farmers  to  meet  them  at  cer- 
tain times  to  discuss  matters  of  interest  to  the  district? — Yes,  Avhen 
there  is  a  meeting  notice  should  be  given  to  the  peo]-»l(>  in  the  dis- 
trict to  attend. 

3029.  What  subjects  would  vou  bring  un  before  them  ?  Such 
things  as  obtaining  monev  from  Government  for  imnrovements  to 
their  farms'  "N'ouv  (|uestion  is  rather  a  big  one;  but  there  are  some 
points  whicli  T  will  mention:  sav,  for  instance,  there  is  a  certain 
person  who  wishes  to  mak'c  an  irrigation  furrow,  and  another  Avho 
waii(s  monev  for  his  dam.  and  sncTi  Ihinnrs,  then  <he  Committe(\ 
which  would  be  acnuaintod  \viih  ihc  conditions  of  the  disirici  and 
of  the  r^'niicv,  would  be  in  a  position  fo  iudge  Avhether  this  man 
was  reallv  fleser\n"ng  of  assistance,  or  merel\-  a  nuisance,  and  if  Jhe 
former,  the\'  could  go  to  the  CovernmenI  and  reco?nmend  (liai 
assistance  be  given.     Thai  is  mv  idea. 

3030.  Sav.  for  example,  a  man  wishes  to  construct  a  dam.  bid 
'•''s  Farm  is  already  niovlgagcd,  which  way  would  be  best  to  help 
him,  -nd  ;il  the  same  iimc  sccurr  Ibc  interests  of  the  Governtncnl' 
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— I  would  never  ho  in  favour  of  the  Government  losing;  l)ut  I 
would  l)c  in  favour  of  the  Government  hel))ing.  In  many  cases  it 
will  he  found  the  man  who  scM'ks  assistance  is  one  who  already 
has  a  mortoao'e  on  his  farm,  and  that  is  always  a  wall  against 
which  we  are  pushing,  and  cannot  progress.  I  think  the  holder  of 
111;'  (ii'st  hond  on  the  farm  would  he  willing  lo  give  over  his  right 
to  the  Government  and  lake  a  second  hond.  After  the  work  has 
heen  completed  wath  the  aid  of  the  Government  loan  the  farm 
would  he  so  im))roved  that  the  second  hond  would  l)e  as  valuahle 
as  the  first;  l)ni  T  do  wA  see  that  after  the  Government  has  given 
this  assistance  that  the  State  chests  should  he  allowed  lo  sutler. 

oOol.  If  l]i<>  hond-holdei'  is  not  willing  !o  give  up  the  first  l)ond, 
what  would  you  do? — Then  it  would  he  impossihle  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  assist,  hecause  what  would  they  have  to  secure  their  in- 
terests. 

oO'S'2.  Do  not  you  think  the  Committee  might  he  ahle  to  place 
a  rate  on  the  farm  for  the  interest  of  the  money  which  is  lent? — 
Yes,  I  would  he  in  favour  of  that,  so  long  as  it  would  not  fall  on 
the  district. 

3033.  How  would  you  choose  the  men  whom  you  would 
appoint  as  a  Local  Committee? — I  think'  tliat  il  might  he  done  in 
this  way:  that  each  Field-cornetcy  sent  its  representative,  and  oul 
of  their  numher  these  representatives  choose  the  Committee. 

3034.  Charnnnn.]  You  say  out  of  these  six  three  could  lie  chosen. 
Do  you  consider  that  si.x  would  he  too  large  a  numher  to  represent 
the  district  t — I  see  no  harm  in  having  six,  and  |)erhaps  il  wouhl 
give  more  satisfaction. 

3035.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  anything  ahout  the 
£100,000  which  was  given  hy  the  Government  to  the  wine-farmers? 
— I  will  answer  as  an  honest  man.  If  the  Government  had  not 
given  the  wine-farmers  £100,000  they  would  all  have  heen  l)ank- 
rupt  to-day. 

3036.  Mr.  Ahraha/mson.]  You  think  the  Government  Avill  lose 
nothing  hy  having  given  the  £100,000  to  the  wine-farmers? — I  do 
not  see  how  they  can  lose.     It  is  only  a  question  of  time. 

3037.  You  think  the  security  is  good  enough? — I  can  see  no 
danger  in  the  security. 

3038.  Do  you  know  that  in  the  existing  Irrigation  Acis  there 
is  an  Act  to  estahlish  a  Water  Board  almost  on  the  same  lines 
which  we  wish  to  make  these  Local  Committees? — Yes. 

3039.  Do  you  kno\v  how  these  Water  Boards  work? — I  cannot 
give  you  full  information  as  they  do  not  exist  in  our  district. 

3040.  Do  not  you  think  that  as  Ihese  Boards  have  a  right  to 
levy  a  rate  on  those  people  who  are  on  this  irrigation  furrow,  that, 
say  an  individual  farmer  goes  in  for  an  inigatiMn  scheme,  a  rale 
might  he  levied  (m  him? — I  think  so. 

3041.  With  regard  to  co-operation  has  anything  heen  done  in 
your  district? — No,  except  in  connection  with  the  £100,000  which 
I  he  Government  gave  us. 

3042.  Do  you  think  il  would  he  a  good  ih.iuL!;-  T  do  not  think' 
We  would  he  ahle  to  go  in  for  it  now.  "We  should  he  hrcuv'ht 
together. 

3043.  You  think  the    Governinent     could    he     of  he!])  in   Ihaf 
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direction? — Yes,  there  is  an  example  in  what  they  have  done  now. 

3044.  You  think  that  such  Committees  and  such  a  Board  as 
has  been  suggested  would  helj)  it  along? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

3045.  And  if  a  man  is  against  this  he  has  no  knowledge  of  the 
requirements  of  the  farmers  ? — Yes. 

3046.  Mr.  Rubidge.']  You  are  in  favour  of  Government  giving 
assistance  for  irrigation,  fencing,  etc.,  to  farmers  who  need  it  ? — 
Yes.    There  is  no  l^etter  Act  than  the  Fencing  Act. 

3047.  It  Avould  be  almost  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
assist  every  individual  farmer  to  fence  his  farm;  so  would  you  be 
in  favour  of  the  Government  getting  twenty  or  thirty  farmers  in  a 
district  to  combine  and  then  assist  them  to  fence  their  outside 
boundaries  ? — Yes. 

3048.  Chainnan.]  Have  you  anything  to  add  to  your  evidence? 
— No,  except  with  regard  to  the  Agricultural  Department.  You 
a.sk  whether  it  comes  in  touch  with  the  farming  community  and 
I  say  "  No."  What  I  should  like  to  see  is  that  the  Minister  for  Agri- 
culture should  travel  more  around  the  coantry  and  come  into  con- 
tact Avith  the  farmers.  Now  if  a  farmer  goes  to  the  Department  he 
sees  a  junior  clerk  who  has  probably  never  lieen  out  of  Cape  Town 
and  for  whom  it  is  impossible  to  know  the  requirements  of  the 
District  concerned,  and  this  man  is  supposed  to  advise  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture.  And  also  in  regard  to  correspondence.  Letters 
are  sent  from  one  officer  to  another  in  the  Department,  and  there  is 
a  lot  of  delay. 

3049.  Mr.  Abrahamson.  Do  you  s])eak  from  actual  experience? 
— Yes.  I  am  one  of  those  who  know  the  Department.  What  about 
those  who  do  not?  Another  reason  why  our  agriculture  does  not 
progress  is  that  the  Government  engineers  are  too  extravagant  in 
their  ideas.  When  they  make  an  estimate  for  any  work  it  is 
usually  so  large  that  they  have  already  startled  us  to  death  before 
the  work  is  commenced;  and  if  the  work  is  proceeded  with  it 
usually  costs  more  than  the  estimate.  Whereas  a  practical  farmer 
would  say  that  £500  would  l)e  sufficient  for  any  work  the  engineer 
will  estimate  the  cost  at  £1,500.  Many  things  would  be  done  which 
are  now  undone  if  the  Government  were  to  go  about  things  in  a 
different  way.  Take  the  scheme  at  Robertson.  The  engineer  was 
a  really  capable  man,  but  he  took  the  opinion  of  the  practical  far- 
mers in  the  district,  with  the  result  that  the  scheme  has  jiroved  a 
success  for  the  whole  of  the  Robertson  district 

3050.  Mr.  Orpen.]  I  suppose  if  there  had  been  a  Committee  of 
the  kind  suggested  by  the  Commission  at  Kenhardt  it  would  have 
hecn  impossible  for  those  who  constructrnl  ilic  dam  to  have  made 
the  mess  they  did? — I  think  so. 

Tlon.  Arlhnr  Douglass,  examined. 

3051.  Chairman^,  Do  you  know  th(>  object  of  this  Commission? 
— Yes,  T  have  seen  the  circular. 

3052.  Are  you  in  favoui'  of  tlie  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  lo  consist  of  re])resentative  farmers,  irresiiective  of 
politics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be:  (1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  affc^cting  the  agi'i cultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  "Board  of 
Agriculture  ui)on  schemes  submitted  to  them? — T  should  be  in 
favf)ur  of  a  Council  of  Auriculture  purely  as  an  Advisorv  Council. 
I  notic(>  Ibi'  (|ui'slion  says  "  irres))eciive  of  politics,"  and  in  the  cir- 
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cular  issued  by  the  Government  it  is  jiroposed  that  each  Divisional 
Council  should  nominate  one  menihci'.  Well,  you  c(!i1ainly  would 
not  keep  an  Agricultural  Council  clear  of  jjolitics  if  the  niemhers 
are  elected  b}^  the  Divisional  Councils.  They  would  be  elected  by 
the  Divisional  Councils  ])urely  on  political  lines.  'ITum  further  the 
circular  says  that  half  of  the  total  niuuber  of  jKU-sons  are  to  be 
nominated  by  the  Government.  -Well,  they  would  be  directly 
nominated  on  political  lines;  so  that  your  Agricidfural  Council 
would  undoubtedly  under  that  scheme  l)e  almost  purely  political, 
and  a  Council  to  l)e  any  good  should  he  totally  a])art  from  all 
politics.  I  should  totally  condemn  the  idea  of  an  Agricultural 
Board  to  be  an  executive  of  this  Agricultural  Council.  I  look  upon 
the  Agricultural  Council  as  a  great  congress  of  farmers,  and  in 
other  countries  you  would  leave  it  to  private  influence  to  bring 
about  such  a  congress  of  farmers;  unfortunately  in  this  coimtry 
with  our  racial  divisions  you  cannot  get  that.  You  get  the  Dutch 
going  to  the  Bond  Congress,  and  it  is  purely  Dutch,  and  the  Eng- 
lish go  to  the  Farmers'  Congress,  and  it  is  purely  English,  so  you  do 
not  get  the  two  races  together,  and,  therefore,  by  having  an  Agri- 
cultural Council  which  would  be  elected  under  Government 
auspices  you  might  l)e  able  to  avoid  that  and  liring  the  two  to- 
gether for  consultation  and  advice  with  the  Minister  for  Agricul- 
ture; but  then  I  would  stop  at  that.  This  idea  of  an  Agricultural 
Board  looks  to  me  that  you  want  to  wipe  away  the  whole  of  the 
duties  of  your  Agricultural  Minister. 

3053.  You  approve  of  a  Council  of  Agriculture  elected  by  the 
people  and  not  nominated  by  Government? — Yes,  I  do  not  see  why 
Government  should  want  to  nominate*  any  members  on  the  Coun- 
cil, and  then  as  to  having  an  Agricultural  Board  to  be  the  execu- 
tive of  this  Council,  you  would  be  establishing  a  Government 
within  a  Government.  I  see  it  is  suggested  that  the  estimates  of 
expenditure  for  the  Agricultural  Department  should  come  before 
this  Board.  What  are  you  going  to  leave  for  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture to  do,  and  what  are  you  going  to  leave  for  Parliament  to 
do?  You  would  clash  between  your  Agricultural  Board  and  Par- 
liament. If  the  Agricultural  Board  is  going  to  be  a  recognised 
Board  to  be  elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture  you  would  make 
it  very  difficult  for  a  member  of  Parliament  to  "  sit*  on  "  any  part  of 
these  Estimates  if  approved  by  the  Agricultural  Board.  Besides,  I 
do  not  think  any  Agricultural  Board  as  suggested  here  would  be 
competent  to  deal  with'  the  Estimates. 

3054.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  more  desirable  for  the 
members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  be  elected  by  (1)  Commit- 
tees of  Agriculture  which  should  be  formed  in  each  Fiscal  Division 
and  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Ward;  or  (2)  that  they 
should  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division  ?— Yes, 
I  think  that  would" be  a  very  g-ood  plan  if  you  could  get  them  to 
take  more  interest.  If  vou  could  work  an  Agricultural  Committee 
in  each  Ward  throughout,  and  then  have  a  Committee  in  each 
Fiscal  Division,  and  then  let  these  Committees  elect  one  or  two 
delegates  to  go  to  a  General  Council  to  assemble  as  suggested  once 
a  vear,  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

3055.  Do  you  think  such  a  Committee  shoidd  elect  delegates  to 
the  Council  or  should  the  delegates  be  elected  by  registered  voters 
from  the  farming  community  ?—I  think  the  Committees  should 
elect  the  members  for  the  Council. 

3056.  You  would  not  leave  it  to  the  District  ?— No.  because  each 
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Ward  would   elect  their    members    on    the    Committee,   and  then 
naturally  the  Committees  would  elect  men  to  attend  the  Council. 

3057.  Do  you  think  each  Ward  in  a  Fiscal  Division  should  send 
one  or  two  niembers  to  the  Committee  for  the  division? — I  think 
you  would  have  a  difficulty  in  getting  two  in  many  Wards  who 
would  give  up  any  time  to  it. 

3058.  How  would  you  have-  them  elected — only  by  farmers 
who  have  an  interest  in  agriculture? — ^Either  by  Divisional  Council 
voters,  or  by  owners  of  land,  or  occupiers  of  land. 

3059.  But  Divisional  Council  voters  are  ratepayers  who,  in  some 
instances,  have  no  interest  in  agriculture? — You  cannot  exclude 
town  Wards  from  sending  their  one  or  two  members  to  the  Com- 
mittee if  they  wish  to.  You  would  not  exclude  a  town  ward  be- 
cause it  is  a  town  ward.  The  town  ward  would  send  one  repre- 
sentative although  the  electors  in  the  town  would  not  be  directly 
interested  in  agriculture. 

3060.  But  if  you  allow  farmers  only  to  vote  and  there  are  far- 
mers in  towns  they  could  elect  their  member,  but  the  question  is 
whether  every  ratepayer  who  votes  for  the  Divisional  Council 
members  should  have  the  right  to  vote  for  the  Committee  of  Agri- 
culture?— I  do  not  see  how  you  would  draw  a  line  in  any  other 
way  as  to  who  is  a  farmer.  You  must  have  a  basis — either  he 
must  be  a  landowner  or  an  occupier  of  land  or  a  ratepayer. 

3061.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  I  understand  that  in  principle  you  are 
in  favour  of  having  this  Council  of  Agriculture  elected  by  the 
farmers  of  the  country  and  to  have  the  functions  of  an  advisory 
association  to  the  Government? — Yes. 

3062.  Now  this  would  b'e  a  very  large  body,  pi'obably  of  about 
100  members  representing  the  whole  Colony;  would  that  not  be 
rather  cumbersome  to  act  as  an  advisory  body? — That  would  not 
he  too  large. 

3063.  This  would  only  meet  once  a  year? — Yes 

3064.  Would  that  not  rather  militate  against  their  usefulness — 
if  they  act  only  as  a  combined  body  they  would  be  only  able  to  act 
once  a  year?  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  an  executive  body 
being  elected  out  of  this  large  l)ody  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  come 
in  touch  with  the  Government  in  agricultural  matters? — But  the 
Government  has  its  own  officers  and  the  Minister  has  his  own 
advisers. 

3065.  But,  I  take  it,  the  idea  of  this  Council  of  Agriculture  is  to 
bring  the  farmers  into  touch  with  the  Government.  Now  would  it 
not  1)0  a  Ix'tter  working  basis  if  there  were  to  be  an  executive  body 
elected  out  of  this  large  Council  which  would  act  in  the  character 
of  an  Advisory  Board  to  the  Government  during  the  year  on  any 
matters  the  Government  wish  to  have  advice  on? — I  do  not  see 
how  that  would  work.  The  Government  must  take  the  responsi- 
l)ility,  and  with  the  Agricultural  Council  assembling  once  a  year 
when  all  questions  will  be  freely  debated,  I  do  not  think  you  want 
to  ham]ier  Government  with  a  Board.  You  would  not  lie  able  to 
fix  the  responsibility  anywhere. 

3066.  You  say  it  woidd  be  a  good  thing  to  have  these  Local 
Committees  in  the  different  districts.  Supposing  that  the  Govern- 
rnent  were  about  to  iiiifiaic  some  irrigation  works  in  a  particular 
district,  and  they  would  like  to  have  local  advice  and  local  know- 
ledge, would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Government  going  to  (nis 
Local  Committee  of  farmers  for  advice?— Undoubtedly.  They 
would  ask  the  Committee  of  tliaf  Fiscal  Division  for  its  opinion 
u|)on  those  works. 
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3067.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  he  a  better  plan  if  there  were 
a  selected  body  of  the  best  representative  men  in  the  country  from 
whom  the  Government  could  get  advice  on  questions  appertaining 
to  particular  localities  instead  of  going  to  these  Local  Committees 
who  would  probably  not  have  such  knowledge  as  a  body  which 
would  be  selected  out  of  the  larger  one? — I  do  not  think  so.  What 
would  a  member  of  your  Board,  say  from  the  North-Western  Circle, 
know  about  <iu('slions  of  irrigation  in  the  South-Western  Districts? 
It  would  simply  drop  to  one  man  representing  that  Circle. 

3068.  Would  not  thai  man  who  is  the  representative  of  that 
particular  locality  be  the  person  to  advise  the  Government  whom 
to  go  to  in  that  particular  locality? — I  do  not  think  so.  You  are 
getting  theoretical.  The  man  may  have  been  elected  for  difTerent 
qualities. 

3069.  What  real  objection  would  there  be  to  have  an  executive 
of  a  large  body?  Is  that  not  usual? — Only  for  conducting  busi- 
ness; but  we  have  been  discussing  an  Advisory  Council — one 
which  would  consult  together  on  agricultural  matters;  but  not  a 
body  to  take  agriculture  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Government.   . 

3070.  Take  the  Farmers'  Central  Association.  They  have  an 
executive,  which  is  in  existence  during  the  year,  consisting  of  the 
President,  the  Secretarj^  and  the  members  of  the  Committee  ?^ — 
But  they  have  no  powers  to  do  anything. 

307i.  But  they  are  there  to  do  the  business  of  the  Farmers' 
Association? — No,  they  are  only  there  to  get  the  agenda  paper  to- 
gether and  send  out  the  circulars  for  the  next  meeting.  The  Pre- 
sident or  the  Secretary  has  no  right  to  speak  as  the  voice  of  the 
Congress,  and  you  are  suggesting  a  Board  which  would  be  allowed 
to  speak  as  the  voice  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture. 

3072.  Supposing  the  Government  wish  to  consult  the  Farmers' 
Associations  in  order  to  get  their  opinions  upon  a  certain  matter, 
would  they  not  apply  to  this  Central  Committee? — No,  they  would 
call  the  Congress  together. 

3073.  Supposing  the  Government  wanted  to  remit  some  ad- 
vice to  the  Farmers'  Associations  of  the  country,  how  would  they 
proceed?  Would  they  not  go  to  the  Central  Committee  to  ask  what 
they  thought  about  it? — Well,  the  President  and  Secretary  would 
put  it  down  on  the  agenda  paper. 

3074.  You  are  in  favour  of  an  Agricultural  Council  which,  in 
your  opinion,  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  do  the  work  which  it  is 
suggested  a  Board  should  do? — No,  thev  are  not  to  do  any  work 
at  all. 

3075.  What  good  are  they  then  ? — To  consult  on  all  agricultural 
matters  and  advise  the  Government  on  all  agricultural  questions. 

3076.  Therefore,  I  say,  in  your  opinion,  the  Agricultural  Coun- 
cil would  be  quite  competent  and  sufficient  to  do  the  work  which 
it  is  suggested  should  be  done  by  the  Board? — No,  the  Board,  as 
sketched  in  the  Circular,  would  be  a  paid  body  of  men  with  powers 
to  go  into  the  Estimates  of  the  Minister  for  Agriculture,  and  to  tell 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  how  he  is  to  devote  that  money  on  his 
Estimates.  You  would  simply  be  dividing  the  responsibility  of  the 
Minister,  and  you  would  never  know  whom  to  get  at. — the  Minister 
would  fall  l)ack  on  the  Board  and  the  Board  on  the  Council. 

3077.  Would  you  be  against  the  Council  for  x\griculture  being 
placed  in  possession  of  the  contemplated  estimates  of  the  Minister 
for  Agriculture  for  their  expression  of  opinion  on  any  points  con- 
nected with  them? — I  do  not  think  the  Council  would  have  any- 
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thing  to  do  with  the  Estimates.  They  would  advise  that  certain 
expenditure  should  be  made,  but  the  carrying  out  must  be  by  the 
Minister  and  his  staff. 

3078.  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  this  Council  having  the 
rigid  to  see  the  Estimates? — How  could  the  Council  do  that  i  They 
would  not  know  wdiat  the  financial  position  of  the  country  is,  what 
the  financial  position  of  the  Treasury  is,  or  what  the  orders  from 
the  Treasurer  and  Prime  Minister  to  the  other  Ministers  were,  as 
to  whether  the  Estimates  were  allowed  to  be  increased  because  the 
finances  were  good,  or  to  l)e  decreased  because  they  were  bad. 

3079.  In  other  words,  you  think  what  is  required  is  to  have  a 
body  doing  what  the  Farmers'  Associations  are  doing  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  only  more  generally  ? — Yes,  and  with  some  recognised 
position. 

3080.  What  recognised  position  '. — Organised  under  Govern- 
ment auspices. 

3081.  W^hat  powers? — Powers  of  consultation  and  coming  to 
decisions.  I  would  have  the  members  paid  during  the  time  they 
attend. 

3082.  Take  the  Horticultural  Board.  They  sit  at  stated  inter- 
vals, and  they  discuss  horticultural  matters.  That  is  what  you 
think  should  be  the  functions  of  this  Council,  only  on  a  much 
larger  scale,  but  with  no  more  powers  than  the  Horticultural  Board 
has  \ — Certainly. 

3083.  Mr.  Ruhidge.']  Do  you  think  that  a  smaller  body  of  men 
selected  from  this  Council  would  l)e  better  able  to  give  advice  than 
the  whole  Council? — I  think  not,  because  I  do  not  think  you  can 
delegate  powers  to  a  small  l)ody.  I  should  value  any  resolutions 
come  to  by  the  whole  of  the  farmers  met  in  Congress,  but  not  any 
opinion  of  a  small  body  of  men  selected  from  these. 

3084.  In  Agricultural  Societies  are  not  these  powers  delegated 
Lo  only  a  few  members? — Yes,  for  certain  purposes,  such  as  draw- 
iiig  up  prize  lists,  but  even  there  it  has  to  come  before  the  whole 
body  to  be  confirmed.  The  Agricultural  Council  when  it  assembles 
would  delegate  to  Committees  such  matters  as  going  into  the 
Iirigation  Laws  and  the  Scab  Laws,  and  then  come  back  to  the 
Council  to  be  passed. 

3085.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  influence  of  a  Council 
of  thai  kind  on  the  Government? — It  would  be  a  great  educational 
advantage  to  the  farmers  throughout  the  country  and  to  members 
of  Parliament  who,  if  they  did  their  duty,  wouhl  read  and  discuss 
the  discussions  of  the  Council,  and  it  would  knoclc  a  good  deal  of 
nonsense  out  of  ])eople's  heads.  Now  a  man  in  the  East  looks 
upon  a  farmer  of  the  West  as  bacinvard  and  slow  and  the  agricul- 
turist also  looks  down  upon  the  stock  farmer  as  behind  the  times. 
All  Ihese  men  would  come  togelher,  and  would  have  a  great  deal 
of  lliis  nonsense  knocked  out  of  them,  and  llieir  minds  would  be 
expanded,  and  very  usefid  information  would  b(>  given  to  nu'm])ers 
of  Pai'liamenf. 

308G.  Mr.  Or/Hm.]  How  would  you  propose  lo  carry  into  effect 
the  resolutions  of  this  Council  ?— It  wovdd  be  for  lh(>  Minister  of 
Agricultiu'e  to  carry  ihtm  into  effect.  He  would  he  lialtlo  io  lie 
l)iough(  to  book  in  Parliament  if  he  did  not  give  effect  to  th(>m,  aiul 
he  would  have  to  give  good  reasons  fof  not  doing  so.  1  l)elieve 
you  had  a  Seal)  Conference  at  Beaufort  West  some  time  ago.  1 
siippose  the  Minister  for  ALrrieulture  will  either  give  effect  to  their 
resolutions  or  show  good  grounds  foi-  not  doing  so.  So  would  it  be 
with  this  proposed  Council. 
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3087.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  an  execu- 
tive body  were  elected  from  this  Council  to  assist  the  Minister  to 
carry  these  resolutions  into  eftect?^ — I  do  not  think  so.  You  would 
divide  the  responsibility,  and  I  am  totally  opposed  to  that. 

3088.  You  think  the  ])roposal  to  form  Local  Committees  in  the 
different  Fiscal  Divisions  would  lead  to  farn)ers  organising  them- 
selves on  the  lines  of  the  present  Farmers'  Associations? — It  might. 

3089.  Do  you  think  it  would  bo  likely  to? — It  depends  on  how 
it  is  started  in  the  first  inslance.  it  is  very  dilficult  to  move  the 
farming  population  in  South  Africa.  It  all  depends  on  what  sort 
of  heart  the  Government  of  the  day  put  into  it  and  liow  the  details 
are  worked  up. 

3090.  You  are  aware  that  in  many  districts  it  is  next  to  im- 
possible to  get  a  Farmers'  Association  or  anything  of  that  sort 
started,  and  you  think  if  the  Government  can  give  the  farmers  a 
lead  they  would  avail  themselves  of  it  ( — I  should  hope  they  would. 

3091.  Ml'.  Rogers.]  Of  course  you  are  aware  that  the  agricul- 
tural industry  of  this  country  is  in  a  terribl}^  backward  state  and 
there  is  no  sign  of  any  improvement.  What  would  you  suggest  to 
promote  improvement  in  that  line? — I  would  say  that  in  the  first 
inslance  I  do  not  recognise  your  premises.  I  do  not  recognise  that 
agriculture  is  in  a  terribly  backward  state  in  this  country.  Con- 
sidering all  the  drawbacks  there  are  in  this  country  I  say  that  agri- 
culturists, in  which  I  include  pastoralists,  have  a  great  deal  to  be 
proud  of. 

3092.  Have  you  travelled  much  through  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts of  the  country  lately? — I  have  travelled  a  great  deal  through 
the  Colony,  and  in  fact  through  the  whole  of  South  Africa. 

3093.  Have  you  not  seen  hundreds  and  thousands  of  acres  of 
land  unproductive? — You  do  not  see  much  land  unproductive.  It 
is  generally  growing  something — meat  or  wool  or  feathers — and  in 
the  majority  of  cases  it  is  being  put  to  as  much  value  as  it  can  be 
until  you  get  more  irrigation  in  the  country.  Those  people  who 
try  to  rush  off  with  ideas  of  putting  land  to  higher  purposes  gen- 
erally end  in  losing  their  money  and  doing  no  good  to  anybody. 

3094.  But  still  the  stuff  produced  by  this  soil  is  not  sufficiently 
paying  to  warrant  the  man  extending  his  operations.  Therefore 
he' requires  some  suggestions? — He  requires  higher  prices  and  pro- 
tection. 

3095.  You  think  protection  would  stimulate  the  soil?— It 
would  stimulate  the  farmer  to  make  him  stimulate  the  soil. 

3096.  Do  you  think  that  the  farmers  are  in  touch  with  the 
Agricultural  Department  as  a  rule? — Perhaps  not  to  the  extent 
that  we  should  like  to  see.  I  think  our  Agricultural  Department 
has  rather  been  used  for  political  pur])oses.  You  would  not  usually 
attach  the  same  importance  to  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  as  you 
would  to  other  departments,  whereas  he  should  be  the  most  im- 
portant Minister  you  have ;  but  it  has  been  more  or  less  the  rule  to 
shoot  anybody  into  that  office  for  political  reasons ;  and  never  has 
the  life  been  put  into  it  that  there  should  have  been. 

3097.  Do  not  you  think  we  want  a  middle  body  to  bring 
pressure  to  bear  on  the  Department  to  carry  out  their  work? — As  1 
say,  I  should  agree  to  an  Agricultural  Council,  but  your  middle 
body  should  be  your  Parliament. 

3098.  And  have  no  Agrievdtural  Board? — No.  I  tliink  you 
would  simply  divide  responsibility  in  which  your  Minister  and 
heads  of  the  Agricultural  Department  would  take  refuge. 
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3099.  What  guarantee  is  there  that  you  would  have  a  good  tnah 
at  the  head  of  the  Department  ? — Get  a  Parliament  of  free  men. 

3100.  But  Parliament  as  a  rule  seems  squeamish  and  will  not 
tackle  these  questions? — I  think  they  will  when  members  feel  their 
freedom  more  than  they  do  at  present. 

3101.  But  they  have  not  carried  out  the  work  they  should  have 
done? — Perhaps  in  the  whole  of  our  politics  we  have  attended  too 
much  to  what  people  call  higher  politics  and  neglected  the  real 
politics — that  is  the  development  of  the  country. 

3102.  What  guarantee  have  we  that  in  future  the  thing  will 
improve  ? — We  must  hope  members  of  I^arliament  will  become 
freer  men. 

3103.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  I  understand  you  are  opposed  to  Gov- 
ernment having  any  nominees  on  the  big  Council? — Yes,  I  would 
not  in  any  way  hamper  the  farmers.  I  would  have  the  Minister 
for  Agriculture  Chairman  or  President  of  this  Council  so  that  he 
must  listen  to  what  the  farmers  have  to  say  whether  he  likes  it  or 
not. 

3104.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  his  having  his  experts  at  the 
Council  as  well  ? — If  he  knows  his  work  he  would  have  his  experts 
there. 

3105.  Would  you  give  them  a  voice  in  the  meeting  ?— Yes,  to 
address  the  meeting,  but  not  to  vote. 

3106.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  being 
ex-officio  Chairman  of  the  Local  Committee  of  Agriculture  in  each 
Fiscal  Division? — I  think  jjrobably  that  ^^ould  be  the  best  course 
if  he  could  afTord  to  give  ui)  the  time.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Civil  Commissioners  could  find  time,  but  they  would  certainly  be 
the  persons  to  be  Chairmen. 

3107.  That  would  perhai)s  do  away  Avith  the  introduction  of 
politics  in  their  deliberations '. — Yes,  the  Civil  Commissioner  would 
at  once  stop  political  questions  being  discussed. 

3108.  We  are  trying  to  keep  politics  as  much  as  possible  out  of 
it? — I  notice  the  Circular  says  "  irresiJective  of  politics";  but  by 
having  one-half  the  members  of  the  Council  nominated  by  Govern- 
ment politics  are  at  once  introduced. 

3109.  Do  you  think  the  functions  of  the  Local  Committees 
could  be  connected  with  those  of  the  Divisional  Councils?  That 
the  Divisional  Councils  by  increased  membership  or  otherwise 
would  be  able  to  carry  out  the  functions  of  the  Committees? — I 
should  prefer  to  see  the  Committee  entirely  separated  from  the 
Divisional  Council. 

3110.  Mr.  Given- Leivis.]  Apart  from  dividing  up  responsibility 
can  you  see  any  other  ol)jection  or  any  harm  which  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  could  do  if  established? — I  do  not  see  what  good  they 
would  do.  They  must  either  usurp  the  responsibility  of  the  Minis- 
ter and  heads  of  the  different  branches  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment or  they  must  be  nonentities. 

3111.  Would  that  remark  not  apply  to  every  Advisory  Board? 
— No,  not  to  an  Advisory  Board,  In'cause  the  Minister  will  either 
acce))t  the  advice  of  the  Council  or  he  would  be  i)repared  in  Parlia- 
ment to  give  good  reasons  why  he  has  not  accejjted  it. 

3112.  Would  that  not  apply  e(|uall\'  well  to  accepting  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Board? — No,  l)ecause  I  take  it  this  Board  would  be  paid 
men  who  would  become  officials. 

3113.  T  imagine  they  would  meet  once  every  two  or  three 
months  and  consider  anv  matlcr  which  Ihev  thought  was  in  the 
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inlerests  of  the  agricultural  commuuity  of  the  country;  that  they 
would  pass  resolutions  on  the  matter  and  submit  these  to  the 
Minister;  that  they  would  try  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  fanning 
community  throughout  the  country  and  ascertain  whether  there 
are  any  changes  they  thought  desirable  to  be  brought  about? — 
Then  as  I  say  you  would  give  the  Department  a  loop-hole  to  get 
out  of  their  responsibility  and  say  "  the  Board  advised  this  and 
that,"  and  a  Board  is  a  thing  without  a  soul. 

3114.  But  the  Council  would  l)o  equally  without  a  soul.  What 
objection  is  there  to  the  Board  that  there  is  not  to  the  Council? — 
Every  objection;  you  are  going  to  give  the  Board  as  proposed  here 
powers  of  overhauling  the  Estimates.  It  looks  to  me  that  having 
this  Board  you  might  do  away  with  the  Minister  for  Agriculture 
at  once  because  it  would  usurp  all  his  functions. 

3115.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Minister  for 
Agriculture  now  takes  the  views  of  the  heads  of  his  Department, 
iind  he  takes  the  responsibility  of  going  on  their  advice.  In  what 
way  would  that  be  ditTerent  to  going  on  the  advice  of  the  Advisory 
Board?  Would  it  take  more  responsibility  ofT  his  shoulders? — I 
think  it  would,  because  I  thiaik  the  Minister  now  can  hardly  take 
refuge  by  putting  it  down  to  a  particular  officer  of  his  Department. 

3116.  In  what  way  could  he  take  more  refuge  in  an  Advisory 
Board? — Because  the  position  would  be  like  that  of  the  Governor 
in  Council — he  would  have  no  power  himself  without  the  Board. 

3117.  In  what  way  would  the  Advisory  Board  1)e  more  ob- 
jectionable than  the  Council  supposing  the  Board  has  no  more 
rights  than  the  Council? — 1£  the  Board  have  no  more  rights  than 
the  Council  they  would  be  no  use,  because  thoy  Avould  merely  be 
repeating  what  the  Council  had  done. 


Friday,  6th  January,  1905. 
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Plon.  U.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C. 
Hon.  W.  Eogers,  M.L.C. 
W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Geo.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 


O.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
E.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 
Dr.  E.  A.  No))bs  (Expert 
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Thomas  Toy  Hoole,  examined. 

3117a.  Chairman.]  We  understand  that  you  are  a  farmer  in  the 
Colony?— Yes,  in  the  Albany  District  of  the  Eastern  Province.  I 
am  a  sheep-farmer. 

3118.  Do  you  know  the  objects  of  this  Commission?—!  do. 

3119.  Will  you  give  us  your  o])inion  on  this  question:  Are  you 
in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agriculture  to  consist 
of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics,  from  all  ])arts  of 
the  Colony;  the  duties  of  such  Council  to  be:  (1)  To  consult  on  all 
(jaestions  affecting  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  ami 
'2)  to  consider  and  re^jort  to  n  Board  of  Agriculture  upon  schemes 
submitted  to  them? — I  certainly  am  in  favour  of  that  proposal. 


'612 

31-20.  And  do  you  consider  it  would  be  more  desirable  for  the 
members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  be  elected  by  (1)  Com- 
mittees of  Agriculture  which  should  be  formed  in  each  Fiscal  Divi- 
sion, and  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Ward,  or  (2)  that  they 
should  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division? — I  am 
in  favour  of  the  whole  general  idea,  so  long  as  no  political  ({ues- 
lions  are  in  any  way  involved.  But  I  think  there  should  not  be 
too  many  members  on  these  Boards.  I  would  suggest  that  there 
should  be  nine  instead  of  eighteen  on  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
That  number  should  be  quite  sufficient  to  bring  the  Ministry  into 
touch  with  the  farmers. 

3121.  Do  you  think  it  is  right  that  the  Government  should  have 
the  power  to  nominate  one-third  of  the  members  of  the  Council? — 
Yes,  they  should  have  a  big  voice  in  any  discussions  that  take 
place. 

3122.  Do  you  think  that  the  ajipoiulment  of  these  Local  Com- 
mittees is  a  good  proposition? — Yes,  I  think  that  is  a  most  useful 
idea.     I  am  in  favour  of  the  scheme  as  a  whole. 

3123.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Are  you  aware  that  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment is  an  expensive  branch  of  the  public  service  in  this  Colony  ? — 
Yes,  I  believe  it  is. 

3124.  Do  you  think  the  country  is  getting  value  for  its  money 
in  connection  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture? — That  I  am  not 
at  the  moment  prepared  to  say. 

3125.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  Do  you  know  the  exact  sum  which  is  ex- 
pended upon  the  Agricultural  Department? — I  know  that  large 
sums  have  been  voted  by  Parliament,. but  the  question  is,  do  the 
various  branches  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  the  sums  voted  ■ 

3126.  Mr.  Rogers.]  I  repeat  my  question;  do  you  think  this 
country  is  getting  value  for  the  money  spent  upon  our  Department 
of  Agriculture? — I  think  that  the  Agricultural  Department  has 
done  very  good  work  in  the  past,  but  it  has  arrived  at  such  a  stage 
that,  in  my  opinion,  it  could  do  better,  especially  when  you  read  of 
what  has  been  done  in  other  countries,  in  Germany,  Australia,  and 
elsewhere.  But  working  on  the  lines  which  have  been  in  vogue 
whh  the  Department,  I  think  it  has  succeeded  fairly  well.  What 
we  have  got  to  consider  is  that  it  must  go  a  step  further,  and  get 
into  touch  Avith  the  practical  farmer. 

3127.  Do  you  think  that  at  present  the  farming  industry,  or 
community,  is  suihciently  in  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment?— I  would  not  say  closely  in  touch,  but  I  think  some  of  the 
branches  of  the  Dejiarlnient  have  done  very  good  work.  Certainly 
the  Department  is  not  closely  in  touch  with  the  farmers.  1  will 
quote  an  example:  As  far  as  the  use  of  manures  is  concerned  there 
is  great  ignorance  on  the  i)art  of  farmers  as  to  how  they  should  I)e 
utilised  in  the  various  districts  of  the  Colony.  My  idea  is  that  the 
Department  should  send  a  qualified  expert  round,  a  man  ca[)able 
of  lecturing  find  making  demonslralions  upon  farms  as  to  the 
\alue  of  manures  in  particular  disiricts.  Writing  to  (he  press  has 
not  the  same  advantages  as  actual  demonstration  or  verl)al  ex])la- 
nation.  There  are  many  other  ways  in  which  Ihe  Depart nxMit  could 
be  of  service,  such  as  the  packing  of  fruit,  its  preparation  for  th(; 
market,  or  for  export,  and  other  matters,  in  which  I  think  the  De- 
partment could  imjU'ove  upon  ])resen(  methods.  But,  T  rei)eat,  u]) 
to  a  certain  point,  the  llefjaitnu'nt  has  done  very  good  work  iiuleiMl. 
Al  the  same  lime  1  approve  of  (he  appointment  of  a  Local  Commit- 
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U-4  ill  each  Fiscal  Division,  a  Council  of  Agriculture,  and  a  Board 
ol  Agriculture.  But,  as  I  have  said,  another  step  forward  must  be 
taken,  and  so  long  as  these  organisations  are  \vork(Ml  ui)on  non- 
political  lines,  the  true  objects  of  agricultural  development  will  be 
carried  out. 

3128.  Do  you  therefore  think  that  the  formation  of  an  .vgricul- 
tural  Council'will  be  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  farming  com- 
munity?— Yes. 

3129.  How  would  you  have  this  Council  formed  fT  should 
rather  approve  of  the  "Council  being  elected  by  the  landowners 
alcne. 

3130.  You  would  not  give  the  tenant-farmer  a  vote? — No,  but 
if  he  is  to  have  a  vot(!  I  should  certainly  make  the  qualification  a 
high  one.  The  elective  body  should  be  landowners  whether  they 
are  farmers  or  not,  because  they  certainly  have  the  interests  of  the 
general  public  at  heart.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  look  upon  the 
small  farmer  as,  in  some  cases,  a  danger,  and  I  am  speaking  from 
the  point  of  view  of  a  sheep-farmer.  The  small  sheep-farmer  has, 
perhaps,  100  sheep,  and  does  not  care  a  rap  whether  his  stock  have 
scab  or  not. 

3131.  Chairman.]  And  the  "  bywoner,"  how  about  him  ? — We  do 
not  call  him  a  small  farmer  even;  the  term  "bywoner"  applies  to 
a  different  class  altogether. 

3132.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Do  you  not  think,  if  your  proposal  were 
adopted,  that  you  woiild  be"  shutting  out  some  very  good  men  who 
are  only  tenant  farmers? — That  may  be  so. 

3133.  Would  you  approve  of  one  large  Council  of  Agriculture, 
to  be  elected  generally  from  the  various  districts  of  the  Colony,  or 
would  you  favour  a  scheme  for  the  appointment  of  smaller  Coun^ 
cils  or  Committees,  representing  three,  four,  or  five  Divisions, 
whose  interests  may  be  to  a  great  extent  identical  as  regards  farm- 
ing and  agricultural  matters? — That  is  not  a  bad  ulea,  but  the 
question  is — who  is  going  to  arrange  these  different  districts.  Can 
you  give  satisfaction'as  far  as  any  such  arrangement  is  concerned? 
Tei'haps,  however,  that  should  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of  detail. 

3134.  Would  you  approve  of  each  Committee  in  a  Fiscal  Divi- 
sion being  presided  over  by  the  local  Civil  Commissioner?— Yes,  I 
think  so. 

3135.  Would  you  have  the  members  of  these  Committees 
elected  or  nominated? — I  should  say  they  ought  to  be  elected  by 
only  the  landowners  of  the  district. 

'  3136.  How  many  members  would  .you  suggest  should  repre- 
sent one  Local  Committee  upon  the  Council  of  Agriculture? — I 
think  each  Ward  should  elect  one  member. 

3137.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  dififi- 
cultv  in  getting  practical  and  "experienced  men  to  serve  on  these 
Local  Committees,  or  on  the  Council  or  Board  of  Agriculture?— I 
do  not  think  so,  although  I  am  aware  that  the  average  farmer  does 
not  like  going  awav  from  his  farm,  and  he  shrinks  from  taking 
l)art  in  p\djlic  affairs.  But  if  it  is  advantageous  to  the  landowner 
that  he  should  be  represented  on  any  public  body,  and  if  you  once 
get  the  scheme  into  good  working  order,  I  think  that  farmers  gen- 
erally will  see  that  it  is  to  their  mutual  and  individual  advantage 
to  have  the  best  men  sitting  on  such  Committees. 

3138.  3Ir.  Riibidge.]  You  say  you  think  that  one  member  from 
each  Field-cornetcv  would  be  sufficient,  and  no  doubt  that  would 
applv  to  the  Albany  district,  where  farmers  live  close  to  each  other. 
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But  in  other  parts  of  the  Colony  one  district  is  as  extensive  as  a 
whole  Fiscal  Division  in  Albany,  and  the  members  of  the  com- 
munity are  widely  scattered.  In  such  a  case  would  it  be  easy  to 
get  members  of  Committee!' — I  am  talking  from  my  experience  of 
the  Albany  district,  and  my  evidence  in  this  respect  is  therefore 
local ;  but  our  farms  are  not  so  small,  many  of  them  being  4,000  and 
5,000  morgen.  Of  course,  where  different  farming  interests  are 
brought  into  contact,  as  regards  agriculture  and  stock-farming — it 
would  be  advisable  to  appoint  two  members  in  each  Field-cornetcy. 

0139.  Ulr.  Rogers.']  How  would  you  propose  to  have  these 
various  bodies  elected  or  formed!' — I  consider  that  the  proposals 
mentioned  in  this  Memorandum  of  the  Commission  are  excellent. 
The  landowners  should  elect  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  and  the 
latter  should  appoint  the  Board,  only  I  think  there  should  be  nine 
members  of  the  Board  instead  of  eighteen.  By  that  means  it  w^ould 
not  be  so  unwieldy. 

0140.  How  many  members  do  you  propose  the  Government 
should  nominate? — 1  think  that  number  should  be  one. third  of  the 
>vlicle. 

3141.  Generally  speaking,  do  you  think  it  necessary  to  have 
thi  Agricultural  be})artment  re-organised.' — I  think  that  in  cer- 
tain directions  the  Department  should  go  further  than  it  does  at 
]iresent,  and  the  Boards  mentioned  in  your  proposed  re-organisa- 
tion, will,  in  my  opinion,  answer  the  purpose. 

3142.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
alternative  ])roposals  now  submitted  to  you,  as  set  forth  in  the 
Government  Memorandum  for  the  raising  of  money  by  means  of 
loans  to  Divisional  Councils,  enaljling  these  bodies  to  advance 
money  to  Agricultural  Associations  or  individual  farmers,  on  the 
£  for  £  principle,  or  by  a  special  agricultural  rate  ? — My 
idea  certainly  is  that  these  loans  should  be  made  on  the 
£  for  £  principle,  and  that  they  should  constitute  the  first  bond  on 
the  landed  property  which  is  to  Ije  improved  by  means  of  these 
Government  advances,  the  rate  of  interest  charged  to  be  very  low. 
The  amount  should  be  repaid  by  yearly  instalments  extending  over 
a  certain  period,  to  cover  interest  and  capital. 

3143.  Do  you  think  this  should  be  done  by  or  through  the 
Divisional  Council? — No.  My  idea  is  that,  generally  speaking,  the 
bond-holder  will  ol^ject  to  such  a  charge  ranking  as  first  security, 
1)UL  if  a  man  is  finding  half  the  money  to  improve  his  fences  or  in 
other  respects  increase  the  value  of  his  ])roperty,  a  great  deal  of  the 
objection  to  the  arrangement  on  the  part  of  the  bond-holder  will  be 
removed,  the  bond-holder  would  recognise  that  a  hona-fide  im- 
provement was  intended. 

3144.  Would  you  make  this  a  bonus  or  a  gift  to  the  farmer? — 
No,  the  advance  should  not  be  a  gift  but  a  loan.  I  think  the  pro- 
posed Local  Committees  should  make  recominiMula lions  (o  the 
Dei)artment  with  regard  to  any  advances  asked  for  by  farmers  who 
wish  to  carry  out  reproductive  Avorks  on  their  })ropertios. 

3145.  Chairman^  Is  it  not  probable  tliat  in  a  good  many  cases 
the  Government  will  merely  be  helping  those  who  are  well  able  to 
help  themselves?  On  the  £  for  £  principle  the  farmer  who  can 
bring  forward  £1,000  for  purposes  of  improvement,  is  to  obtain  an 
advance  of  the  same  amount  from  the  Government.  But  what 
aljout  those  who  are  unable  to  produce  £1,000  or  a  smaller  sum,  the 
|>(;oi  farmers  whose  ])roperties  arc  mortgaged,  and  yet  deserving 
nuMi,  worthy  of  hel])?    Those  are  the  cases  which  make  it  dinicult. 
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Unless  such  men  can  get  a  second  mortgage  1  do  not  see  how  yoii 
can  provide  for  them. 

314(5.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  When  a  man  has  already-  a  mortgage 
on  his  property,  would  you  approve  of  the  Government  devising 
some  scheme  by  which  an  annual  charge  could  Ije  made  for  any 
loan  advanc(Ml  to  him,  such  charge  to  take  })recedence  in  a  manner 
similar  to  ([uitrent  or  the  Divisional  Council  road  rate  ? — If  a  man 
is  fully  bonded  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  the  mortgagee  to  come 
forward  and  put  another  first  bond  on  the  pro|)erty.  It  is  [)racti- 
cally  reducing  the  value  of  his  security.  How  is  he  to  hud  the 
money  to  plank  down  on  the  £  for  £  principle,  supposing  the  Gov- 
ernment said  they  would  lend  him  £1,000  to  carry  out  some  repro- 
ductive scheme  on  his  farm?  If  an  annual  charge  were  to  be  made 
for  payment  of  any  such  loan,  it  would  practically  amount  to  a 
bond  and  the  mortgagee  would  probably  consider  it  injurious  to 
his  interests  if  that  charge  were  to  take  precedence. 

3147.  You  would  not  approve  of  that? — 1  do  not  think  so.  You 
must  treat  these  things  purely  from  a  Inisiness  standpoint.  Such 
a  man  is  in  an  unfortunate  position,  but  I  do  not  see  how  you  can 
help  him. 

3148.  You  do  not  think  the  mortgagee  would  be  satisfied  if  it 
were  done? — The  mortgagee's  consent  would  have  to  be  obtained. 

3149.  Mr.  Rubichje.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Government 
taking  over  the  first  bond  and  paying  the  mortgagee? — I  think 
that  would  form  rather  a  dangerous  precedent.  1  am  aware  that 
in  Germany  assistance  is  given  to  small  farmers  by  the  Govern- 
ment, but  i  do  not  think  the  system  adopted  there  would  a])ply  to 
this  Colony. 

3150.  Mr.  Abrahamson.^  Are  you  a  sheep-farmer? — Yes. 

3151.  Have  you  gone  in  for  fencing  extensively  in  order  to  keep 
out  jackals? — I  have. 

olb'2.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  fencing  were 
generally  adopted? — Certainly;  to  a  great  extent  that  is  the  solu- 
tion of  the  jackal  difficulty,  and  would  be  the  saving  of  many  up- 
country  farms  on  the  Karoo  which  are  rapidly  deteriorating. 

3153.  And  you  are  of  opinion  that  would  be  a  good  object  for 
the  Government  to  take  up? — One  of  the  best. 

ol54.  How  do  you  think  the  Government  could  assist  the  far- 
mers in  going  in  more  extensively  for  fencing  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  their  district? — I  think  by  lending  them  sufficient 
money  on  the  £  for  £  principle  anu  bringing  vermin-proof  fencing 
under  the  Fencing  Act.  That  is  a  most  important  thing. 
Many  farmers  receive  the  Ijenefit  of  their  neighbours  putting  up 
this  wire-net  fencing  without  going  to  any  expense  themselves, 
whereas  they  ought  to  be  compelled  to  bear  half  the  cost.  I  should 
think  the  bondholder  should  be  satisfied  if  his  mortgagor  were 
paying  out  a  cerlam  amount  of  money,  with  Government  assist- 
ance, to  effect  such  an  improvement  as  fencing,  because  it  would 
really  be  increasing  the  value  of  his  farm. 

3155.  Mr.  RubicUjc]  Supposing  in  the  Eastern  I'rovince,  where 
the  farms  are  usually  comparatively  small,  an  extensive  scheme 
of  fencing  were  adopted  suddenly,  would  it  not  be  rather  a  heavy 
tax  upon  the  Government  to  find  the  requisite  money? — Yes,  that 
may  be,  but  if  you  make  a  prosperous  people  by  such  means  you 
will  get  your  money  back. 

3156.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea  for  the  Government 
to  assist  groups  of  farmers  to  put  a  "ring  fence  round  their  farms 
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as  a  whole,  letting  feach  farmer  construct  a  fence  round  his  indivi- 
dual property? — Yes,  I  think  that  would  come  within  the  scope  of 
my  suggestion;  each  man  would  pay  for  his  portion  of  the  fencing. 

3157.  Mr.  Oosthvisen.]  Do  you  think  the  farming  community 
have  taken  full  advantage  of  the  Act  which  enables  them  to  borrow 
money  under  mortgage  from  the  Government  for  irrigation  pur- 
pv'ses  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

3157a.  Do  you  think  it  has  found  favour  amongst  the  farmers? 
— The  farmers  do  not  like  the  idea  of  mortgaging  their  properties. 

3158.  In  your  opinion,  seeing  that  farmers  have  an  aversion  to 
mortgages,  would  it  be  a  more  feasible  plan  to  levy  a  rate,  like  the 
Divisional  Council  rate,  on  a  man's  property  for  an  advance  of 
money  made  by  the  Government  to  carry  out  some  reproductive 
work  ? — If  this  were  to  be  done  by  the  proposed  Local  Committee  it 
would  be  putting  a  great  deal  of  responsibility  on  their  shoulders. 
Such  a  rate  would  practically  amount  to  a  bond,  although  you 
would  be  calling  it  by  another  name. 

3158a.  You  would  not  call  the  Divisional  Council  road  rate  a 
bond? — Yes,  in  a  sense  I  w^ould;  it  is  practically  a  bond  or  charge 
upon  the  farm,  and  anyone  buying  the  property  would  have  to 
take  it  over.  But,  of  course,  the  road  rate  is  merely  a  nominal 
figure. 

3159.  What  other  scheme  would  you  suggest  to  overcome  thit 
difficulty?— I  cannot  make  any  suggestion,  except  that  you  might 
describe  the  transaction  or  arrangement  with  the  farmer  as  some- 
thing else  instead  of  a  bond.  The  idea  of  the  term  bond,  and  of 
the  publication  in  the  "  Gazette,"  is  repugnant  to  the  farmers.  Still, 
most  reasona1)le  farmers  would  pro])al:>ly  sink  their  little  objections 
if  they  saw^  they  could  improve  their  land  with  Government  help 
l)y  means  of  wire-net  fencing  or  otherwise.  Men  are  only  now  com- 
mtncing  to  appreciate  the  advantages  of  proper  irrigation,  fencing, 
etc.  In  the  Bedford  district  over  100  miles  of  wire-net  fencing  is 
being  erected  at  the  present  time. 

3160.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  givini!'  these  Local  Committees 
any  executive  control '. — The  Local  Committees  might  have  power 
to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  a  proposed  loan  from  Govern- 
ment, and  as  to  whether  the  ajjplicant's  security  would  be  satis- 
factory.   That  should  be  the  limit  of  the  Local  Committee's  scope. 

3161.  M7-.  Owen-Lewis.]  Are  the  majority  of  farms  in  your  dis- 
trict mortgaged? — A  large  proportion  of  them  are. 

3162.  Do  you  say  that  a  mortgagee  would  not  object  to  the  in- 
terest and  Sinking  Fund  and  a  Government  advance  to  a  farmer 
l)eing  made  a  first  charge,  if  the  money  were  used  for  irrigation 
works,  fencing,  or  some  other  improvement  of  the  j)ro|)erty? — I  do 
not  think  the  mortgagee  would  ol)ject  on  the  £  for  £  principle  be- 
cause you  are  increasing  the  value  of  his  security  to  a  great  extent. 

3163.  Why  then  should  he  ()l)ject  if  the  (Jovernment  advances 
Ihc  whole  of  the  amount  required  for  constructing  certain  re})ro- 
ductive  works? — If  a  man  has  to  find  half  the  money  he  will  care- 
fully consider  any  sclieme  of  improvement,  and  will,  if  ])ossible, 
inake  sure  of  its  being  a  sound  investment. 

C/iarlcs  llerhcrl  Dick,  ox;unin(Hl. 

3164.  Chairman.']  Are  you  a  farmer? — Yes,  1  am  a  stock  faiinci' 
in  the  King  William's  Town  dislrict. 

3165.  Are  you  in  favour  of   the   constitution    al   a    Council   of 
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Agriculture  to  consist  of  icpresentative  farnuus,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony;  the  duties  of  sucli  Council 
to  be  (1)  to  consult  on  all  questions  alTecling  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  {'2)  lo  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  upon  schemes  submitted  to  them '.  And  do  you  con 
sider  it  would  be  more  desirable  for  the  nu'mbeis  of  the  Council 
of  Agriculture  to  be  elected  l)y  (1)  Committees  of  Agriculture 
formed  in  each  Fiscal  Division  and  elected  by  th(i  landowners  in 
each  Ward,  or  (2)  that  they  should  be  elected  by  the  rat(>payers  of 
each  Fiscal  Division? — I  do  not  wish  to  throw  any  cold  water  on 
any  scheme  intended  to  improve  the  Agricultural  Dei)artment,  but 
I  cannot  make  up  my  mind  that  this  is  going  to  be  an  impnjve- 
ment.  Apparently  it  means  that  the  Minister  may  or  may  not 
consult  the  Council  or  Board,  just  as  he  chooses.  Then  you  pro- 
pose to  have  a  large  Board,  consisting  of  twenty-seven  members,  re- 
presenting places  far  apart  in  the  Colony.  I  am  very  chary  about 
these  things,  and  I  should  have  liked  to  consult  my  Farmers' 
Association  about  them,  but  did  not  have  time  before  coming  to 
Cape  Towm.  From  what  I  have  seen  of  Boards  and  similar  bodies, 
they  are  very  disappointing.  This  threatens  to  be  a  somew^hat 
cumbersome  body,  and  possibly  it  might  tend  to  make  a  bad  mat- 
ter worse. 

3166.  Mr.  Blaine.]  To  what  Boards  are  you  referring  as  being 
disappointing — Well,  the  Divisional  Councils,  and  your  Scab 
Boards.  I  have  never  seen  one  that  you  could  call  a  success.  It 
is  so  difficult  to  get  good  men  to  give  up  their  time  to  these  things, 
that  I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to  say,  I  am  chary  of  the  success 
of  this  scheme.  I  like  the  idea  of  organising  the  farmers,  as  being 
a  step  forward  in  bringing  them  into  touch  with  the  Agricultural 
Department,  but  it  will  be  impracticable  if  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture has  to  stop  and  consult  these  bodies  before  he  takes  any  action. 

bio7.  If  it  could  be  made  to  work,  w^ould  you  be  in  favour  of 
the  principle?  Do  you  not  think  it  would  help  the  farmers  to 
develop  the  country  ? — If  the  Council  of  Agriculture  will  take  the 
part  of  the  Farmers'  Associations,  and  unite  the  West  with  the  East, 
and  bring  about  a  fusion  of  the  Dutch  and  English,  I  should  be 
glad  of  any  such  attempt.  The  two  farming  communities  must 
come  together  in  order  to  properly  know  and  make  use  of  their 
strength,  and  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  anything  of  the  kind  accom- 
plished. The  Farmers'  Associations  have  failed  to  do  it,  but  have 
rather  transformed  themselves  into  a  sort  of  political  body. 

3168.  You  say  you  have  no  faith  in  Boards? — That  is  what  I 
say. 

3169.  But  if  they  had  any  status  in  the  country,  and  were  in 
some  way  recognised  by  the  Government,  would  that  tend  to  alter 
your  opinion? — Probably  it  w^ould. 

3170.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  Divisional  Coiuicils  do  no  work  as 
Farmers'  Associations,  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  farmers  as 
farmers? — ^Not  necessarily,  not  a  great  deal. 

3171.  Supposing  you  had  a  Farmers'  Association  recognised  by 
the  Government  as  being  a  body  which  the  Government  were 
obliged  to  consult  upon  agricultural  matters,  do  you  not  think  it 
would  do  some  good,  no  matter  by  w^hat  name  you  called  it '( — I 
am  afraid  that  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  would  be  encumbered 
very  much  if  he  had  to  wait  to  consult  his  Board  before  actins.  He 
might  meet  with  opposition  from  the  Board,  who  would  fight 
amongst  themselves,  for  they  would  have  conflicting  opinions,  and 
the  result  would  be  the  whittlino'  down  of  their  schemes. 
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3172.  Would  not  that  objection  hold  good  with  Parliament  as 
well  ?  The  Executive  or  the  Ministry  have  certain  schemes  for  the 
helterment  of  the  countiy,  but  they  have  to  consult  Parliament, 
have  they  not? — Yes,  l)ut  there  also  it  liiippens  that  the  most 
cherished  schemes  are  whittled  down  until  they  are  viseless. 

3173.  But  would  you  do  away  with  Parliament  on  that 
account? — Certainly  not,  but  I  think  a  good,  ca])al)le  Minister  is 
more  useful  with  a  free  hand.  He  is  answeral)le  to  Parliament  ; 
why  then  encumber  him  with  other  liodies  ?  I  do  not  think  the 
Minister  or  his  Department  should  t^e  interfered  with. 

3174.  Are  you  satisfied  that  the  Government  are  doing  their 
duty  wiih  regard  to  the  farmers  of  the  country? — They  are  not  a 
success,  but  I  would  not  like  to  say  they  are  not  doing  their  duty, 
and  they  are  very  much  hampered. 

3175.  In  what  way  ? — Your  Parliament  will  not  give  them 
money,  and  is  itself  horribly  divided.  You  cannot  carry  unanim- 
ously any  decent  farming  measure,  dealing,  for  example,  with  scab 
or  lung-sickness.  How  then  can  you  expect  a  Minister  to  work 
satisfactorily  ? 

3176.  Do  you  say  the  Department  should  be  left  to  do  its  best 
without  interference? — Yes,  without  the  encuml)rance  of  this  pro- 
posed Board;  that  is  what  I  am  afraid  of.  I  think  Parliament  is 
largely  responsible  for  the  present  bad  state  of  affairs. 

3i77.  Do  you  think  if  it  were  not  for  that,  the  Department 
would  be  doing  better  work  ? — Yes ;  if  it  had  more  money  and  more 
encouragement  from  Parliament  it  would  certainly  have  a  better 
chance. 

3178.  Do  you  think  the  Department  is-  doing  the  best  it  can 
under  the  circumstances?  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  Department? 
— I  cannot  say  that. 

3179.  What  scheme  would  you  propose  in  order  to  make  you 
more  satisfied  with  the  Department '. — I  have  not  thought  out  any 
scheme.  The  present  system  is  not  perfect,  l)ut  I  do  not  think  you 
could  better  it,  unless  you  had  a  thoroughly  good  permanent  head, 
and  highly  qualified  heads  in  charge  of  the  various  l)ranches. 

3180.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  Department  is  sufficietnly  in 
touch  with  the  farmers? — Not  sufficiently,  but  the  farmers  are  a  lot 
to  blame  for  that.  They  are  strange  to  each  other.  There  is  not 
that  cordiality  between  the  farmers  and  the  Department  that  there 
should  be. 

3181.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  scheme  being  tried  by  means  of 
Committees  or  Associations  to  bring  the  Western  and  Eastern  Pro- 
vinces more  closely  together? — Absolutely. 

;)lrt2.  Do  you  not  think  that  for  such  a  jnirpose  it  would  be  a 
good  Ihing  if  the  Government  were  to  encourage  the  formation  of 
an  organisation  by  which  farming  I'cprcscniatives  could  l)e  elected 
in  every  district  to  ])r(nn()l('  the  interests  of  agriculture  ? — Yes,  I 
think  so. 

3183.  Is  it  not  the  ease  that  while  there  are  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions in  a  good  many  districts,  there  are  a  great  many  more  where 
there  are  none,  and  do  you  not  tliink  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if 
the  Government  were  to  encourage  Die  formation  of  Commiltees  or 
Associations  of  Agriculture  lliroughoul  the  country,  with  the 
object  of  Itringing  the  farmers  more  together,  and  also  bringing  the 
fanners  into  touch  with  the  Department? — ^Yes,  T  am  in  favour  of 
rhal,  but  T  do  not  sec  how  you  are  going  to  do  it. 

3184.  Where  is  the  difficulty?    Ru|i])osing  the  Government  were 
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Id  say  to  the  Magistrate  of  a  Division— ^oall  a  meeting  of  your  far- 
mers for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Landowners'  Association,  to  be 
styled  the  Local  Committee  of  Agricultun'  for  the  district,  would 
that  not  be  easily  done? — In  reply,  I  would  ask  if  that  would  be  a 
greater  incentive  to  the  farming  commimity  tlian  the  pi-esent 
Farmers'  Associations?     1  am  ciiaiy  of  it. 

3185.  M^ould  you  take  the  trouble  to  try  it? — Absolutely;  there 
would  be  no  troul)le,  as  far  as  1  am  concerned.  T  would  give  the 
attempt  all  the  help  possi))le. 

3186.  And,  supposing  that  were  done,  woidd  it  not  be  a  good 
thing  to  have  an  Annual  Conference  of  these  particular  bodies  for 
Ihe  purpose  of  discussing  farming  matters? — Yes,  that  would  ])e 
somewhat  the  same  as  the  proposed  Agricultural  Council. 

3187.  Then  the  proposed  Agricultural  Council  would,  in  your 
opinion,  be  a  good  thing? — Yes,  I  like  the  idea. 

3188.  And,  supposing  this  Council  selected  an  Executive,  which 
v.'ould  take  charge  of  all  agricultural  matters  discussed  l)y  the 
Council  during  the  year,  would  there  be  anything  against  that? — 
T  am  afraid  it  would  result  in  that  body  dominating  or  hampering 
the  Minister,  and  running  the  country  into  a  lot  of  expense.  The 
Minister  will  ignore  them  if  he  does  not  like  them,  and  if  they  cock 
up  their  heads,  and  have  any  ])ower,  they  will  hamper  him  and 
whittle  down  his  schemes.  These  are  my  fears,  but  I  only  hope 
tliey  will  not  be  fulfilled. 

8189.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Horticultural  Board,  which 
represents  the  fruit  farmers? — Not  much. 

3190.  That  is  a  Board  of  which  the  Secretary  for  Agriculture  is 
Chairman.  It  meets  at  stated  periods  to  discuss  horticultural  mat- 
ters, and  in  that  way  the  farmers  are  brought  in  touch  with  the 
Department.  Do  you  not  think  if  Committees  were  formed  all  over 
the  country  on  a  somewhat  similar  plan,  representing  all  classes  of 
the  farming  industry,  including  sheep-farmers,  it  would  prove  a 
great  benefit? — There  would  he  no  harm  in  that. 

3191.  Is  your  only  difficulty  the  fear  of  giving  them  too  much 
lower,  by  which  they  might  hamper  the  Minister? — I  would  not 
make  it  an  administrative  body,  nor  would  I  give  it  the  control  of 
funds.  Neither  should  it  be  comjnilsory  for  the  Minister  to  ask 
its  opinions,  but  it  would  be  useful  to  have  these  Congresses  at 
stated  times,  so  that  the  Minister  should  hear  the  farmers'  griev- 
ances. 

3192.  You  would  not  give  them  any  controlling  power? — No. 

3193.  Mr.  Ro(jersP\  According  to  your  evidence  you  are  not  in 
favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture? — No. 

3194.  Are  you  fully  satisfied  with  the  work  which  has  been 
<ione  by  the  Agricultural  Department  in  the  past  ?— I  do  not 
think  so. 

3195.  Do  you  not  think  the  country  has  suffered  seriously  from 
lavish  exi)enditure  in  the  past?— Perhaps  unwise  expenditure; 
that  is  so.  There  have  been  mistakes,  ])ut  these  will  happen  in  the 
best-regulated  families. 

3196.  Do  you  not  think  that  a  Board  of  level-headed  farmers, 
men  of  sound"  Colonial  experience,  could  give  useful  advice  to  the 
Agricultural  Department,  and  help  to  prevent  these  losses  in  tlie 
future?— I  do  not  think  I  can  suliscribe  to  that  opinion. 

3197.  Mr.  Oosthvisev.]  Do  T  understand  from  your  evidence  that 
you  are  fully  in  agreement  with  this  suggested  scheme  up  to  the 
appointment  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  and  that  there  should 
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be  some  sort  of  organisation  whereby  the  Dutch  and  English  far- 
r  ers  may  be  brought  more  closely  together? — Yes.  I  say  that  the 
present  Associations  are  failing  to  do  that,  and  if  I  thought  the 
Council  of  Agriculture  would  efficiently  take  their  place,  I  would 
subscribe  to  the  idea. 

3198.  How  would  you  elect  the  Council? — The  ideas  set  forth  in 
this  scheme  are  all  right.  There  would  be  no  harm  in  the  local 
landowners  forming  the  Local  Committees,  and  these  Local  Com- 
niiitees  delegating  men  to  the  Council. 

3199.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Government  having  any 
nominees  on  the  Council? — If  the  Council  is  merely  to  be  an 
Advisory  Board,  \\athout  administrative  ]^ower,  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  the  Government  to  have  any  nominees  upon  it.  It 
A'.^ould  have  the  same  position,  practically,  as  the  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciations to-day,  only  it  would  ])e  more  representative  of  the  entire 
Colony. 

3200.  Would  you  not  favour  the  adoption  of  some  means  or 
machinery  whereby  the  resolufions  passed  by  the  Council  could  be 
directly  submitted  to  the  Government? — There  would  be  no  harm 
if  it  did  not  run  the  country  into  large  expense.  My  only  objection 
to  the  Board  is  that,  if  it  is  to  have  any  administrative  power,  and 
the  Minister  has  to  deal  with  it  before  he  can  act,  he  wnll  be 
hampered. 

3201.  Would  you  agree  to  it  if  the  Minister  has  a  free  hand  to 
a('ce])t  or  reject  the  Board's  advice  as  he  chooses  ? — Yes,  if  it  is 
thought  advisable. 

3202.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.']  With  reference  to  the  proposal  to  have 
Government  nominees,  are  you  not  aware  that  in  a  good  many  dis- 
liicts  there  may  be  two  or  three  good  men  capable  of  rendering  good 
service  on  the  Council,  but  who  would  be  excluded  if  there  were 
provision  made  to  select  one  man  only.  Would  you,  therefore,  ob- 
ject to  the  Government  having  the  right  of  nominating  a  certain 
number  to  the  Council,  so  as  to  secure  the  valuable  services  of  some 
of  these  good  men? — You  would  kill  the  thing  at  once  if  you  were 
to  overl)alance  the  power  by  Government  nominees,  and  you  will 
at  once  cast  suspicion  upon  the  scheme. 

3203.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  object  to  strengthen 
ihe  Council  Ijy  the  Government  nominating  some  of  the  capable 
men  as  members,  who  had  not  been  elected  by  their  fellow  land- 
owners?— I  have  not  sufficiently  considered  the  matter,  and  I 
would  be  sorry  to  throw  any  suspicion  on  the  proposal. 

3204.  Chairman.]  Have  you  read  the  various  alternative  pro- 
posals by  the  Government,  marked  a,  b,  and  c,  for  the  raising  of 
loans  or  contributions  on  the  £  for  £  princi[)le  to  Agricultural 
Associations  or  individual  farmers,  in  order  to  promote  the  agri- 
cultural resources  of  a  district? — I  have.  There  is  already  a  way 
in  which  a  farmer  can  raise  money  and  get  it  dii'ect,  provided  he 
can  give  the  necessary  security.  The  difficulty  seems  to  be  red  tape. 
A  man  may  be  al)le  to  produce  ample  security,  l)ut  it  might  not  be 
first  mortgage,  and  1  understand  he  cannot  then  come  to  the  Gov- 
ernment for  a  loan. 

3205.  Do  you  ap])rove  of  any  of  these  three  alternative  schemes, 
fnd  if  not,  what  scheme  woidd  you  suggest  whereby  farmers  could 
get  money  advanced  to  them  l)y  the  Government  for  the  construc- 
tion of  reproductive  works  on  their  ])ro))(>rties? — I  would  rather  not 
give  an  o])inion  on  that  matter,  as  it  is  one  I  have  not  thought  out. 
I  see  no  liarm  in  the  present  system  of  granting  loans  on  sufficicMil 
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security  ])eing  provided.  What  the  Government  seem  to  want 
more  particularly,  is  some  reliable  l)()dy  to  whom  to  refer  any  appli- 
cation for  an  advance,  and  that  would  be  in  a  position  to  recom- 
mend the  applicant,  or  otherwise  deal  with  him. 

:]20G.  Mr.  OwenLewis.]  One  dillicult\'  has  l)een  pointed  out  that 
a  certain  number  of  farmers  who  are  most  in  nevx]  of  assistance 
are  already  moi-tga<>ed,  and  this  rommissioii  wishes  to  devise  a 
scheme  whereby  Government  coukl  advance  money  to  these  far- 
mers, to  be  used  for  reproductive  works,  without  injuring;  the 
security  of  the  mort<i{igee,  but  at  the  same  time  safeijuardin^-  the 
interests  of  the  State.  The  proposal  is,  that  if  the  Government  ad- 
vanced, say,  £1,000  for  the  construction  of  a  dam  on  a  farm  already 
mortgaged,  the  interest  charged  would  be  4^  ])er  cent.,  and  1\  per 
cent.  Sinking  Fund,  making  6  per  cent,  in  all,  payment  of  which 
would  be  extended  over  thirty-two  years.  Would  there  be  any 
objection  to  this  annual  payment  of  €60  to  the  Government  becom- 
ing a  first  charge  on  that  property  and  taking  precedence  of  the 
mortgage;  and  do  you  think  it  would  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
the  mortgagee? — That  is  a  very  big  question.  I  think  it  would  l)e 
ultra  vii-es.     I  do  not  think  you  could  do  it  by  law. 

3207.  Do  you  understand  that  the  mortgagee  could  call  in  his 
money  if  he  wanted,  and  if  he  did  not  do  so,  do  you  not  think  that 
we  could  take  it  that  he  is  satisfied  with  the  arrangement,  always 
provided  that  an  Act  were  passed  enabling  the  Government  to 
make  this  a  first  charge? — The  question  is,  would  the  Government 
take  up  the  mortgage,  and  I  woidd  rather  not  give  an  opinion  on 
that.  I  think  that  is  a  question  which  will  be  met  at  some  future 
time  by  means  of  Co-operation  and  Farmers'  Banks. 

3208.  Mr.  Oosthnisen.]  Are  you  of  opinion  that  there  should  be 
a  body  in  existence  through  whom  farmers  could  negotiate  with 
the  Government  if  they  wanted  financial  assistance  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  reproductive  works? — Yes. 

3209.  Do  you  think  such  a  scheme  would  do  away  with  a  great 
deal  of  the  present  red  tape? — I  hope  so. 

3210.  Would  it  also  more  strongly  encourage  the  farmers  to 
avail  themselves  of  Government  assistance? — Yes. 

3211.  Do  you  think  if  such  a  body  existed  the  Government 
would  be  more  prepared  to  advance  money  to  farmers,  even  if  the 
security  were  not  so  good,  provided  an  application  for  assistance 
were  recommnded  by  that  body? — Yes,  T  think  so. 

HaroUl  Ahrahamson,  examined. 

3212.  Chairman:]  What  is  your  occupation? — I  am  a  farmer  in 
the  Cradock  District,  Fish  River  Station. 

3213.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  scheme  propounded  in  the 
Memorandum,  "which  I  understand  you  have  read,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Local  Committees,  a  Council  of  Agriculture,  and  a  Board 
of  Agriculture? — I  am  in  favour  of  this  scheme,  but  not  altosether 
as  you  have  got  it.  The  heads  would  be  all  right,  but  I  do  not 
approve  of  the  foundation ;  that  is  to  say,  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
manner  in  which  you  propose  to  elect  these  men. 

3214.  What  is  you  sugsestion  ? — I  would  suggest  that  in  each 
district  a  Registered  Farmers'  List  be  opened,  some  qualification 
being  required  to  enable  a  farmer  to  be  put  on  the  List.  I  should 
say  thev  should  possess  and  occupv  land  of  the  value  of  £500,  or 
be  in  the  occupation  of  land  for  which  they  pay  a  rental  of  not 
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less  than  £25.  These  registered  farmers  shovild  elect  a  District 
Committee  of,  say,  nine;  each  voter  on  the  List  being  entitled  to 
plump  to  the  extent  of  three  votes  for  any  candidate  to  be  put  on 
the  Committee.  The  District  Committee  should  appoint  one  of 
their  number  to  serve  on  the  Coiuicil  of  Agriculture,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  be  much  smaller  than 
twenty-seven  inembers.  There  should  be  one  member  for  each  of 
the  Council  Circles,  and  the  Government  should  appoint  four  mem- 
bers, with  a  permanent  Chairman,  who  should  be  a  professional 
agriculturist.  That  would  give  the  Government  five  members,  and 
the  farmers  nine.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the 
District  or  Local  Committee,  if  the  proposed  scheme  be  adopted, 
you  will  considerably  restrict  the  membership.  Take,  for  instance, 
a  Division  like  ours,  where  w^e  have  five  or  six  Field-cornetcies. 
Perhaps  half-a-dozen  of  the  best  men  in  the  district  reside  in  one 
Field-cornetcy,  yet,  under  your  scheme,  only  two  would  be  eligible 
on  that  Committee.  Many  of  the  farmers  in  other  Field-cornetcies 
would  perhaps  much  rather  be  represented  by  capable  men  residing 
in  that  Field-cornetcy  which  may  contain  the  most  qualified  men. 
It  should  be  optional  for  the  farmers  to  choose  men  residing  either 
Field-cornetcy  which  may  contain  the  most  qualified  men.  It 
should  be  optional  for  the  farmers  to  choose  men  residing  either 
in  their  o\vn  or  in  some  other  Field-cornetcy.  You  might  have  a 
Field-cornetcy  where  no  men  are  eligible  to  be  put  on  that  Com- 
mittee. I  would  not  give  the  Field-cornetcies  the  power  to  elect 
their  own  men ;  I  would  much  rather  make  them  District  or  Divi- 
sional elections.  Why  I  would  give  the  right  of  plumping  is  to 
secure  a  chance  for  the  minority  in  a  district  of  getting  one,  two.  or 
three  members  on  the  Committee,  whereas,  if  you  give  only  one  vote 
to  each  registered  farmer,  the  minority  would  have  no  likelihood  of 
getting  in  one  of  their  candidates. 

3215.  If  your  plan  were  adopted,  would  you  not  take  away  the 
local  interest  of  the  Field-cornetcies  in  the  matter? — I  do  not  think 
so.  It  is  really  the  Districts,  and  not  the  various  Field-cornetcies, 
v/hich  are  at  stake.  There  are  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  any  Districts 
or  Divisions  so  large  that  the  interests  of  one  particular  Field- 
cornetcy  would  not  be  properly  represented  by  my  plan. 

3216.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.']  Do  you  propose  that  nine  members  be 
elected  for  each  Fiscal  Division? — Yes. 

3217.  And  that  the  power  of  voting  shall  l)e  limited  to  owners 
of  propertv  valued  at  £500,  or  farmers" paying  an  annual  rental  of 
£25,  and  that  voters  shall  be  able  to  give  three  votes  to  one  candi- 
dates—Yes. 

3218.  You  do  not  believe  in  allowing  each  Field-cornetcy  to 
elect  its  one  or  two  members? — I  do  not,  because  my  opinion  is  that 
in  doing  so  you  restrict  the  scope  of  the  election  too  much.  You 
mriy  not  find  suilable  men  in  one  or  other  of  the  Field-cornetcies, 
whereas  you  w\\\  frequently  find  the  mosl  influential  and  callable 
men  all  residing  in  one  or  two  Field-cornetcies. 

3210.  Would  you  limit  iho  membership  to  farmers  actually  re- 
sident in  the  Fiscal  Division? — Yes. 

3220.  Do  you  consider  (here  would  be  any  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing people  to  serve  on  these  Committees? — No  difficulty  at  all. 

3221.  .¥?•.  Onsthiii.';en.']  Yonr  opinion  is  that  you  A\'ould  get  a  far 
bctipr  Committee  if  they  were  elected  from  the  wliole  district  in- 
stead of  in  each  Field -cornetcv? — Yes. 

3222.  Are  von  in  fnvonr  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  the  Divi- 
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sioii  officiating  as  Chairman?— Yes,  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to 
that  I  think  it  would  he  a  very  good  thing,  because  he  woukl  con- 
duct the  meetings  in  a  better"  manner  than  any  of  the  members 
would  be  able  to  do.  I  also  think  that  these  District  Committees 
shoidd  have  a  good  deal  of  power.  They  should  hold  meetings 
when  necessary,  in  order  to  consult  with  and  instruct  their  repre- 
sentatives on  tile  Council  of  Agriculture.  These  Committees  should 
also  hold  an  annual  meeting  with  the  resident,  registered  voters  in 
their  respective  districts.  In  any  case  of  urgency  that  may  arise 
they  should  be  empowered  to  convene  an  extraordinary  meeting  of 
the  voters,  in  order  to  discuss  any  questions  afTeeting  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  country. 

3223.  Do  you  think  the  members  should  receive  any  remunera- 
tion for  their  services? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  you  will  find 
that  the  best  men  will  be  willing  to  give  their  services  gratuitously 
for  the  good  of  their  district. 

3224.  Mi'.  Rogt-rs.]  In  your  opinion  would  the  farming  interests 
of  the  country  be  improved  very  much  by  the  establishment  of  a 
Council  and  a  Board  of  Agriculture? — Yes. 

3225.  Mr.  Orpen.]  With  reference  to  the  lists  of  persons  quali- 
fied to  vote  for  these  Local  Committees,  would  you  leave  it  optional 
to  have  his  name  inserted,  or  would  you  include  all  persons  pos- 
sessing the  necessary  qualification? — I  would  let  the  Government 
draw  up  the  lists,  with  every  qualified  person  entered  therein, 
leaving  it  to  themselves  to  vote  or  not  as  they  chose,  so  that  no  man 
would  have  room  for  a" complaint  that  he  was  not  registered. 

3226.  Chairmcm.]  You  do  not  think  the  members  of  these  Com- 
mittees should  be  remunerated,  in  much  the  same  way  as  is  done 
with  Divisional  Councils? — Anything  they  are  out  of  pocket  should 
be  refunded,  but  there  should  he  nothing  in  the  shape  of  pay  or 
salary. 

3227.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  member- 
ship of  these  Committees  being  confined  to  those  possessing  a 
qufJification  higher  than  that  of  an  ordinary  elector? — No,  because 
that  would  give  rise  to  dissatisfaction.  I  think  anybody  who  is 
entitled  to  vote  should  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  Committee. 

3228.  Would  you  also  apply  that  principle  to  membership  of 
the  Council  and  the  Board  of  Agriculture? — Yes. 

3229.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  The  qualification  of  £25  annual  rental 
which  you  stipulate  would  not  apply  to  occupation  within  Munici- 
palities?— No,  only  to  farm  land. 

3230.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Would  you  exclude  urban  areas  altogether 
in  these  Registered  Farmers'  Lists? — ^Yes. 

323L  Chairman.]  In  your  opinion  is  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, as  it  exists  at  present,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  farming 
community? — I  do  not  think  so.  The  Agricultural  Department 
has  a  great  many  good  points,  but  I  think  the  fault  of  that  Depart- 
ment lies  with  its  head.  If  there  was  a  qualified  mnn  permanently  at 
the  head,  it  would  work  much  better,  and  the  heads  of  the  different 
branches  should  be  responsible  for  their  particular  department. 
With  regard  to  some  of  the  branches  of  the  Department  I  do  not 
think  you  could  get  better  men  as  officials,  and  they  do  their  work 
to  the  best  of  their  ability,  but  they  do  not  have  sufficient  scope  and 
power,  and  are  not  allowed  to  go  about  enough  amongst  the  far- 
mers, to  help  and  advise  them,  and  get  in  touch  with  them. 

3232.  Do  you  believe  the  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
should  be  a  scientific  man,  specially  trained  in  agriculture? — Yes, 
I  think  that  is  verv  necessary. 
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3233.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Has  the  Agricultural  Department  ever 
attempted  to  make  any  experiments  in  the  Cradock  district? — Yes, 
they  have  an  Experimental  Farm  there  for  tree-planting,  which 
to  most  of  us  is  almost  a  laughing  matter.  They  have  about  500 
morgen  of  ground,  and  the  intention  apparently  was  to  grow  trees 
there  without  water.  They  selected  the  most  unsuitalile  spot  that 
could  be  found  and  started  planting  trees,  but  they  found  the  trees 
wo  aid  not  do,  so  they  put  down  bore-holes  and  erected  windmills, 
and  they  are  trying  to  keep  these  trees  alive  with  the  water  thus 
obtained.  You  "can  see  a  little  green  tinge  from  the  railway,  and 
that  is  all.  This  experiment  must  cost  a  great  deal  of  money  to 
keep  it  going,  but  it  is  of  no  benefit  to  anybody,  and  yields  no 
return. 

3234.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  How  long  is  it  since  that  experiment 
was  begun? — It  was  there  when  I  went  there  six  years  ago.  The 
man  in  charge  keeps  a  staff  of  1)oys,  and  continues  his  tree-])lant- 
ing,  but  the  trees  die. 

3235.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  You  have  only  seen  this  from  the  railway?— 
Yes,  but  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  it. 

3236.  Do  you  obtain  seed  from  the  Department  when  you  ask 
ftr  it? — Yes,  for  experimental  purposes. 

3237.  Have  you  got  assistance  from  the  officials  of  the 
Veterinary  Department? — Yes,  whenever  they  were  able  to  give  it. 

3238.  Mr.  Oosthitisen.]  Have  they  conducted  any  other  experi- 
ments beyond  those  ornamental  trees? — No. 

3239.  There  has  been  no  so\ving  of  grasses  or  planting  of  fruit- 
trees? — No,  I  do  not  thinlv  any  of  the  farmers  know  much  about  it. 
We  only  know  it  is  thei"e. 

3240.  It  is  not  looked  upon  as  a  place  to  which  farmers  can  go 
and  see  what  work  can  be  done  ? — No ;  so  far  as  I  know,  no  one 
regards  it  seriously. 

3241.  Is  the  man  in  charge  a  practical  man? — So  far  as  I  am 
aware  he  knows  what  he  is  doing,  Init  he  cannot  make  a  success  of 
it  because  we  know  the  trees  will  not  grow  in  a  place  like  that.  I 
think  the  man  himself  would  say  so  if  he  were  really  to  give  his 
true  opinion. 

3242.  ilfr.  Orpen.]  At  all  events  has  the  experiment  not  had  the 
effect  of  proving  the  iiupossibility  of  growing  trees  there? — Yes, 
but  I  would  not  be  in  favour  of  estal)lishing  Experimental  Stations 
OP.  that  principle,  but  rather  to  show  us  what  is  possible  to  be  done. 

3243.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  And  you  are  in  favour  of  getting  the 
practical  farmer  to  try  experiments  with  seeds,  etc.,  and  show  his 
fellow-farmers  the  results? — Yes.  Another  point  is  that  we  are  in 
favour  of  the  Irrigation  Department  coming  under  that  of  Agricul- 
ture and  not  under  Public  Works. 

3244.  Chairman.']  Why? — I  would  like  to  mention  thai  in  the 
Cradock  district  we  have  tried  to  bring  forward  an  iri'igation 
scheme.  We  have  been  to  the  troul)le  of  endeavouring  to  get  the 
Government  to  give  us  some  help  in  the  shape  of  expert  investiga- 
tt...n  and  opinion  with  respect  to  the  proposed  site.  We  wished  to 
ascertain  if  they  would  recommend  it  as  a  suital)le  scheme.  We 
Avere  even  prepared  to  spend  a  good  deal  of  money  on  this  site,  l)ut 
up  lo  the  i)i'esent  all  the  length  we  have  got  is  tliat  Dr.  Smartt  has 
lold  us  Mr.  Gordon  will  come  round  there  wbeii  lie  has  time.  We 
have  not  been  able  to  get  anything  more  lliaii  that,  and  this  has 
})een  going  on  for  considcM'abiy  more  tlian  a  year.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  hear  that   in  the  Bedford  district   they  have  an  engineer 
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iuuiitl,  looking'  al  .siley,  alLliougli  we  all  consider  that  a  suitable 
spot  for  an  irrigation  sclicuie  is  iiol  otjtainabic  in  that  district.  All 
tx'iat  we  want  is  for  the  (jovernnieid  to  send  us  a  man  to  give  us 
some  idea.  We  have  three  or  four  different  schemes,  either  of 
which  would,  in  our  judgment,  be  suitable  for  an  extensive  irriga- 
tion enterprise,  and  3^et"the  Public  Works  Department  sends  en- 
gineers to  tlie  most  unlikel}'  places. 

3245.  Chair7uan.]  Have  you  asked  the  Government  definitely  for 
assistance? — Yes,  and  they  told  us  they  could  do  nothing  until  a 
survey  was  made  and  we  had  incurred  some  e.v[)ense,  which  we 
were  not  prepared  to  do  until  we  had  Mr.  Gordon's  opinion  about 
the  place. 

3246.  How  long  is  it  since  you  appealed  to  the  Government? — I 
should  say  it  is  quite  a  year  ago.  We  have  been  in  constant  cor- 
respondence with  them  about  it,  but  have  not  been  al)le  to  get  any- 
thing from  them  yet. 

3427.  Mr.  Abrahamsoti.]  Why  do  you  think  irrigation  would  be 
belter  under  the  Agricultural  'Dej)artment  '( — I  think  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  is  more  in  touch  with  the  farmers  than  the  Public 
Works  Department. 

3248.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Is  it  3'our  opinion  that  Government 
waler-boring  operations  should  also  be  under  the  Agricultural 
Department? — Yes,  I  should  be  in  favour  of  that. 

3249.  Chairman.]  Have  you  read  the  three  alternative  proposals, 
a,  h,  c,  for  the  raising  of  loans  and  contributions  to  Agricultural 
Associations  and  individual  farmers,  on  the  £  for  £  principle,  for 
the  construction  of  reproductive  works  on  farm  properties  ? — Yes, 
and  I  have  a  })roposal  which  I  prefer  to  any  of  these  schemes  The 
Government  should  grant  loans  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  to  a  body, 
or  to  individual  farmers,  on  the  security  of  a  tirst  or  second  bond 
on  the  jiroperty,  should  the  Board  of  Agriculture  or  any  other 
authorised  body  deem  that  such  loan  wall  enhance  the  value  of 
that  property  to  such  an  extent  as  to  fully  secure  the  loan.  Under 
the  present  Irrigation  Act  there  are  many  farmers  who  would 
like  to  take  up  a  loan,  mostly  for  irrigation  schemes,  but  who  are 
unable  to  do  so,  because  they  have  a  first  bond  on  their  property. 
If  the  Government  would  take  a  second  bond  on  such  pro})ert.\',  in 
many  cases  the  advance  would  be  fulh'  secured,  and  the}'  would 
be  doing  a  good  work  for  the  country,  because  if  any  particular 
irrigation  work  is  completed,  that  projierty  is  at  once  enhanced  in 
value.  There  should  be  some  recognised  body  to  recommend  appli- 
cants to  the  Government  when  it  is  ascertained  that  these  loans 
wall  be  fully  secured. 

3250.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  Agricultural  rate  on  indi 
vidua!  properties  for  irrigation  purposes? — Yes,  I  woukl,  but  not  to 
be  levied  by  the  Divisional  Council,  but  through  the  Local  Boa  id 
or  Committee. 

3251.  Would  you  also  apply  that  to  boring  operations  as  well? 
— No,  because  these  are  generally  a  small  item.  A  farmer's  ex- 
penditure' upon  boring  does  not  as  a  rule  amount  to  more  than 
£40  or  £50,' and  they  can  raise  that  money  without  the  helj)  of 
Government. 

3252.  But  in  the  case  of  poor  farmers,  would  you  not  give  them 
the  advantage  of  an  advance  from  the  Government  for  an  outlay 
of  about  £100  in  thai  direction? — I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  it, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  pressing  neec].  Most  farmers  can  raise 
that  ajuount  to  help  themselves.  I  should  only  apply  the  proposal 
to  larger  schemes. 


3253.  Do  you  think  that  the  country  can  be  greatly  developed 
by  boring  for  water — ^Yes,  but,  individually,  and  not  by  Govern- 
rntnt.  I  am  aware  that  farmers  are  subsidised  for  boring  purposes 
at  the  present  time,  and  that  ought  to  be  sufficient  on  the  part  of 
Government. 

3254.  Mr.  Owen-Leivis.]  In  your  opinion  Government  should  ad- 
vance money  for  reproductive  works,  either  to  individual  farmers 
or  Societies,  and  either  on  first  or  second  mortgage,  i)rovided 
always  that  the  Board  are  satisfied  with  the  security  offered  by  the 
faimer? — Yes,  I  would  not  limit  the  advance.  The  limit  is  two- 
thirds  of  the  value ;  but,  supposing  the  reproductive  works  under- 
taken are  going  to  materially  increase  the  value  of  the  farm,  I 
should  like  to  see  the  Government  help  that  farmer  as  much  as 
possible,  provided  the  loan  will  be  fully  secured  by  the  enhanced 
value  of  the  ground. 

3255.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  if  the  Government  were  to  raise 
a  loan  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  agriculturists  in  the  way  sug- 
gested, it  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good  to  the  count rv? — I  think 
so.  There  are  very  large  districts  which  could  be  greatly  improved 
if  capital  were  forthcoming  for  reproductive  works. 

3256.  Has  there  been  any  such  scheme  proposed  in  your  dis- 
trict ? — Yes,  the  one  to  which  I  have  referred.  It  is  called  the 
Strydom's  Kraal  Scheme.  In  connection  with  that  scheme  we 
vrere  going  in  with  the  Municipal  Council  of  Cradock,  because  it 
would  serve  the  farmers  on  the  river,  and  the  town  as  well.  Our 
intention  was  to  get  expert  opinion  as  to  the  cost,  suit- 
ability of  the  site  and  scheme,  if  we  saw  our  way  clear, 
to  provide  money  to  the  extent  of  about  two-thirds  of 
the  cost,  getting  the  Government,  if  possible,  to  assist  us  with 
the  remainder  of  the  amount  required.  This  scheme  would  sup- 
ply more  water  than  was  actually  required.  It  would  supply  quite 
twenty  farms  between  Cradock  "and  the  proposed  site.  The  far- 
mers were  in  favour  of  having  their  property  rated  in  order  to  raise 
the  money. 

3257.  Did  the  Government  render  you  any  assistance? — Ihe 
Government  promised  to  try  to  give  us  expert  opinion,  but  we  have 
not  been  able  to  get  it  as  yet. 

3258.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Did  not  the  Government  express  some 
o]union  as  to  the  scheme  being  connected  with  Municipal  affairs? 
— They  told  us  their  idea  was  to  help  the  farmers,  but  there  was 
no  objection  to  the  Cradock  Municipality,  which  would  be  a  large 
security  for  the  money  that  would  be  raised  for  the  scheme.  The 
Cradock  Municipality  would  have  been  responsible  for  the  greater 
))orlion  of  tlie  capital.  A  large  numl)er  of  farmers  would  l)enefi(, 
and  the  surplus  water  would  be  used  by  the  town. 

3259.  Could  not  (he  twenty  farmers,  yon  speak  of,  combine  to 
Ijromote  a  Disti'ict  Irrigation  scheme  without  the  Municipality  of 
Cradock? — We  would  have  done  it,  but  we  were  not  strong  enough 
to  raise  (lie  money  by  ourselves;  llial  is  wliy  we  wen!  in  with  Ihe 
Council. 

3260.  Aw  \oii  aware  lha(,  if  you  established  a  District  Irriga- 
tion Scheme,  you  need  not  mortgage  your  fai'uis,  but  levy  a  rate? 
— Yes,  but  this  scheme  would  cost  about  £100,000  for  the  farmers, 
and  we  were  not  in  a  position  to  raise  the  interest  on  such  a  sum 
ourselves.  In  combination  witli  ihe  Council  we  were  strong 
enough  to  do  it. 

3201.  Mr.  Riibifh/i'.']  Are    \-ou    aware    that    a    great  deal  of  de- 
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tci'ioration  has  taken  place  throughout  the  country  under  the  pre- 
sent system  of  stock-farming? — Yes. 

r,262.  Can  you  suggest  any  remedy?— The  only  remedy  I  can 
suggest  is  that  "the  Government  should"  help  the  farmers,  especially 
in  conno(;(ion  with  the  matter  of  wire-netting.  We  have  discussed 
that  subject  over  and  over  again  in  our  Farmers'  Associations. 

3263.  Upon  what  lines  would  you  like  to  see  that  done? — Well, 
I  think  it  is  too  much  to  ask  the  Government  to  help  us  (jii  tlie 
£  for  £  i)rincij)le,  but  they  should  give  bonuses  to  farmers  who 
complete  jackal-proof  camps,  in  proportion  to  the  work  that  is 
done.  I  would  even  suggest  that  the  Government  withhold  the 
Destruction  of  Vermin  Grant,  and  expend  that  money  amongst  far- 
mers who  erect  jackal-proof  fences. 

3264.  Do  you  think  you  will  ever  get  rid  of  the  jackals  as  long 
as  we  are  merely  satisfied  with  poisoning? — They  wull  never  be  ex- 
terminated by  poisoning  only.  There  are  parts  of  the  countiy 
where  the  jackal  will  never  be  killed  out. 

3265.  Do  you  think  it  would  l)e  possible  to  introduce  a  scheme 
whereby  the  Government  could  give  grants  of  money,  on  very  easy 
terms,  to  groups  of  farmers,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  enclose 
their  outside  boundaries?  Supposing  you  have,  say,  forty-five  far- 
mers within  a  certain  area,  and  a  large  proportion  of  these  were 
to  agree  to  erect  a  jackal-proof  fence,  would  you  approve  of  the 
o'.hers  being  bound  by  their  decision? — I  would  be  very  much  in 
favour  of  that. 

3266.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  the  means  of  eventually  get- 
ting rid  of  the  jackals? — Yes. 

"  3267.  Would  you  also  be  in  favour  of  Government  giving  assist- 
ance to  groups  of  farmers  on  the  same  lines  as  for  water-boring? 
—Yes. 

3268.  So  that  all  the  farmers  w-ould  have  to  defray  their  pro 
rata  share  of  the  advance  made  by  Government  and  also  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  payment? — Yes,  because  I  think  the  minority  should  be 
sacrificed  for  the  majority,  or  rather  for  the  general  benefit. 
Of  course,  in  districts  where  wire-netting  would  not  prove  a  suc- 
cess, I  would  make  it  permissive  for  the  farmers  to  decide,  but  in 
all  parts  where  sheep-farming  is  the  principal  industry,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  farmers  would  be  in  favour  of  this  scheme  of  erecting  a 
jackal-proof  fence.  There  might  be  a  few  opposed  to  it,  but,  as  I 
have  said,  these  few  should  be  sacrificed  for  the  good  of  all. 

Charles  George  Lee,  examined. 

3269.  Chairman.]  Are  you  a  farmer? — Yes,  in  the  district  of 
Jansenville.  I  am  engaged  in  farming  sheep,  Angoras,  ostriches, 
and  cattle. 

3270.  Are  you  in  favour  of  constituting  a  Council  of  Agricul- 
lun-  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of  politics, 
from  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council  to  be  (1) 
to  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  interest  of  the 
countiy,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
upon  schemes  submiWed  to  them?  Antl  do  you  consider  it  would 
bo  more  desirable  for  the  meml)ers  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture 
to  be  elected  by  (1)  Committees  of  Agriculture,  which  should  be 
formed  in  each  Fiscal  Division  of  the  Colony,  and  be  elected  by  the 
landowners  in  each  Ward;  or  (2)  that  they  should  be  el(>cled  by 
the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division? — I  am  in  favour  of  the  prin- 
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ciple  embodied  in  the  suggestiuii  Lu  elect  a  Council  and  a  Board 
of  Agriculture,  and  also  Local  Committees;  but  there  is  another 
rather  important  factor,  which  does  not  seem  to  be  included  ii. 
the  formation  of  these  bodies.  I  refer  to  Agricultural  Societies  of 
a  non-political  nature,  which  have  rendered  considerable  service 
to  the  country,  and  have  made  great  sacrifices  for  man}^  years. 
'J'hey  have  not  been  taken  into  consideration.  The  term  "  farmer  " 
seenis  to  be  adhered  to,  but  a  "  farmer "  may  own  one  sheep  and 
cultivate  one  acre  of  land,  or  he  may  own  many  sheep  and  culti- 
vate any  amount  of  ground.  I  should,  therefore,  say  that  these 
Agricultural  Societies  should  have  some  voice  in  the  election  of  the 
Council  and  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  also  of  the  Local  Commit- 
tees. 

327L  But  are  there  not  many  districts  in  which  there  are  no 
such  Societies? — I  think  the  Agricultural  Societies  should  operate 
for  the  purpose  of  these  elections  in  the  various  Electoral  Provinces 
and  not  merely  in  the  Fiscal  Divisions. 

3272.  With  regard  to  the  Local  Committees,  are  you  in  favour 
of  these  being  elected  by  the  ratepayers? — Yes,  the  Divisional 
Council  ratepayers,  as  everj^  section  of  the  ratepayers  will  have  to 
contribute  towards  the  taxes.  There  should  be  two  representatives 
of  each  Ward,  and  these  collectively  should  elect  three  members  of 
the  Council  of  Agriculture  in  each  Electoral  Province,  making 
twenty-seven  in  all  for  the  nine  Provinces. 

3273.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  Govern- 
ment nominees  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  elected  members? — 
I  should  have  no  Government  nominees  at  all. 

3274.  Then  the  number  would  virtually  be  the  same  in  your 
proposal  as  it  is  in  this  scheme,  which  includes  Government 
nominees? — Yes,  but  I  would  allow  the  Agricultural  Societies  to 
nominate  nine  members,  instead  of  the  Government  doing  so. 

3275.  How  would  you  get  your  Agricultural  Societies  to  no- 
nominate  members  ? — in  case  these  Societies  refused,  or  did  not 
nominate,  the  Government  should  be  allowed  to  nominate. 

327G.  Do  you  mean  that  in  addition  to  the  twenty-seven  elected 
members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  the  Agricultural  Societies 
should  nominate  twentv-seven,  making  altouether  liftv-four  ? — 
Yes. 

3277.  You  think  the  Council  should  consist  of  fift\'-four  mem- 
bers ?— Yes. 

3278.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Board  of  Agiicultiuc  be- 
ing chosen  from  amongst  these  lifty-four? — Yes. 

3279.  How  many ? — Eleven;  three  to*  represent  pastoral  inte- 
rests; three,  agiicultural  interests;  three,  tradijig  interests  and 
credit  banks;  and  two  for  educational  and  technical  ])urposes. 

32S0.  How  would  you  have  this  Board  clcclcd  f  II  should  be 
elected  for  three  years."  WIkmi  the  Agi'icultural  Council  have  com 
pleled  their  woik  of  eleclion,  they  would  cease  as  a  Council,  having 
no  more  [jower  and  n(j  niofe  say,  their  only  duly  being  lo  (>lecl  the 
Board  of  eleven  nieniluTs.  This  Board  of  Agrieidlure  would  at  lirst 
be  merely  an  Advisory  Board,  hul,  as  the' members  showed  their 
cai-iabilities,  theii-  |)owers  and  scope  of  operations  would  be  yradu- 
all\  increased,  until  hiler  on  they  might  have  control  ot"  such 
nioneys  as  the  Minister  nia\  advise  and  are  voted  to  them  l)y  Par- 
liamonl  for  agrieull  ural  purposes. 

32SL  Mr.  A/jr(i/i(uiis(jii.\  Would  \'ou  also  do  away  with  the  Local 
Cojnmittees  as  well  as  the  Council'?— I  think  the  Local  Committers 
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^^(Jlll(l  Ik'  ([uitc  impriu-licahlc  unk'ss  yoii  paid  men  well,  as  an  ill 
mi<('inciit  lu  leave  their  farms  and  attend  to  the  business  of  these 
Committees.  Every  man  has  as  much  as  he  can  do  on  his  farm, 
and  those  who  have  nothing  to  do  are  not  worth  having.  1  believe 
tlial  on  an  average  men  will  give  u^)  time  to  four  days  during  Iho 
year  for  public  work  of  this  kind. 

3282.  Why  should  not  the  Local  Committees  and  the  Council 
remain  in  existence? — There  is  no  obejction,  provided  they  are  not 
called  upon  to  perform  any  duties,  t)ccause  the  wrong  men  would 
certainly  be  put  in  unless  they  were  allowed  some  remuneration 
for  their  time  expended,  and  it  would  be  a  great  expense. 

3283.  Would  you  pay  the  Board  of  Agriculture? — Yes,  they 
would  have  to  be  very  well  paid;  1  do  not  say  at  the  commence- 
ment, but  ultimately,  if  they  gave  satisfaction  they  would  have  to 
receive  adequate  remuneration.  It  ought  to  be  strictly  a  non- 
political  Board,  which  would  remain  in  existence  whatever  party 
should  be  in  power.  The  great  curse  of  our  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture is  that  jnen  are  being  continually  shunted  out  of  power  and 
lose  touch  with  the  whole  system. 

3284.  How  would  you  stimulate  the  farmers  into  an  active  in- 
terest, in  those  districts  where  there  are  neither  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions nor  any  other  body  connected  with  the  agricultural  indus- 
try?— I  think  the  fact  of  the  Government  recognising  non-political 
Farmers'  Associations  would  be  an  impetus  to  every  electorate  in 
the  formation  of  such  organisations.  It  would  be  the  duty  of  those 
associated  with  this  scheme,  viz.,  the  Agricultural  Board,  to  work 
uj)  Farmers'  Associations  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  to 
visit  the  different  districts  in  order  to  stir  up  public  interest.  The 
eleven  constituting  the  Board  would  be  given  a  fair  chance,  as  a 
trial,  of  showing  what  may  be  done  in  practically  advising  the  far- 
mers and  promoting  agriculture. 

3285.  Evidently  you  are  not  prepared   to    entrust    these    Local 
Committees   with   any   power  ? — I  am   not   prepared    to   say.      If 
a   Committee   voluntarily   gave   their  services   there   could   be   no 
ol)jection  to  their  engaging  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  farm 
ing  industry  in  their  locality. 

3286.  You  think  that  some  machinery  must  be  set  in  motion 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  Board  of  Agriculture? — Yes,  the  rate- 
payers should  have  a  voice  and  the  Agricultural  Societies  should 
have  a  voice.  It  would  be  a  great  hel])  to  give  these  Societies  some 
power  in  the  land,  and  to  enable  them  to  exercise  their  inlluence 
anicngst  the  farmers. 

3287.  Do  you  think  the  Divisional  Council  ratepayers  should 
als(j  have  the  right  of  voting? — Yes,  ])rovi(led  that  the  Agricultural 
Societies  have  an  etjual  right,  and,  failing  them,  of  course,  the  Gov- 
ernment would  nominate. 

3288.  Mr.  Ruhidijc.']  Do  >()U  not  think  that  under  the  proposed 
system  of  Local  Conunittees  the  fanners  would  l^e  induced  to  form 
themselves  into  Farmers'  Associations,  and  take  a  keener  interest, 
locally  and  generally,  than  they  do  now  in  agricultural  matters? — 
I  really  think  that  every  man  who  is  pre])ared  to  support  Farmers' 
Associations  has  done  so.  You  would  have  another  separate 
organisation  springing  up,  independent  of  those  already  in  exist- 
ei'ce.  We  have  Farmers'  Associations.  Agricultural  Societies,  and 
a  branch  of  the  Afrikander  Bond  in  almost  every  district.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  room  for  the  formation  of  another  organisation. 
The  other  meetings  demand  so  much  time  that  I  do  not  think  it 
WQuld  have  any  chance. 
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mittees in  the'  different  Field-cornetcies  will  tend  to  do  away  >with 
tho  divisions  existino;  between  the  Afrikander  Bond  and  the  Far- 
mers' Associations,  bringing  the  two  races  more  closely  together, 
seeing  that  they  are  both  working  for  the  common  purpose  of  pro- 
nioting  the  agricultural  and  pastoral  interests  of  the  country,  and 
sinking  all  racial  differences' — I  do  not  think  these  differences  will 
sink  any  faster  than  thej^  are  doing  now.  They  are  sinking  now, 
but  more  might  be  done  towards  circumventing  these  racial  diflfi- 
culiies  if  the  Agricultural  Union  and  the  Farmers'  Congress  or 
Central  Farmers'  Association,  together  with  the  Bond  Congress, 
were  asked  to  nominate  twenty-seven  members  of  the  Council  of 
Agriculture.  I  have  referred  to  non-political  Societies,  but  although 
the  Bond  Congress  has  a  very  great  deal  to  do  with  politics,  every 
one  recognises  the  fact  that,  if  we  want  to  get  at  a  certain  section 
of  our  farming  community,  that  organisation  is  the  instrument 
^^hich  we  should  utilise.  We  shall  thus  get  at  the  very  bottom  of 
thv!  matter  to  which  you  have  referred,  and  which  is  the  secret  of 
our  non-success  in  healing  the  division  at  the  root  of  the  tree. 

3290.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Are  not  the  members  of  the  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciations to  a  great  extent  Divisional  Council  ratepayers? — Yes, 
almost  wholly. 

3291.  Therefore,  would  not  the  scheme  you  propose  lead  to 
many  men  being  represented  twice  over? — ^I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  would  occur  in  many  cases. 

3292.  Do  you  think  that  is  fair? — I  think  it  would  be  fair,  in 
this  respect,  that  it  is  the  lesser  of  the  two  evils.  Unfortunately,  I 
cannot  see  any  machinery  which  would  be  ideally  perfect  for  the 
election  of  this  Board,  but  I  think  my  proposal  with  reference  to 
the  various  agricultural  bodies  is  the  nearest  approach  to  the  ideal. 

3293.  If  these  Local  Committees,  and  also  the  Coiuicil  and 
Board  of  Agriculture,  were  constituted,  do  you  not  think  the  Far- 
mers' Associations,  as  at  present  existing,  would  have  every  oppor- 
tunity of  impressing  their  views  on  those  elected  to  represent  the 
various  districts? — I  do  not  think  they  would  make  use  of  such 
an  op})ortunity,  but  they  should  be  allowed  to  nominate  members, 
and  should  be  recognised  as  an  organising  power ,  seeing  that 
during  many  years  past  they  have  made  consideraljle  sacrifices. 

3294.  Mr.  Blaine.]  You  wish  to  exclude  political  or  i)arty  con- 
siderations from  these  proposed  organisations? — Yes. 

3295.  Do  you  think  you  will  succeed  in  so  conservative  a  coun- 
tiy  as  this? — Perhaps  not  at  the  start,  because  these  racial  and 
pclitical  differences  are  so  deeply  rooted,  but  it  should  be  possible 
to  eliminate  them  gradually. 

329G.  You  do  not  care  about  tlie  idea  of  starting  an  entirely 
new  thing?— I  do  not  think  it  would  l)e  practicable  to  establish 
another  organisation  amongst  the  farmers.  If  (he  old  order  were 
Ijlolled  out  and  done  away  with,  it  would  be  a  good,  an  ideal  thing, 
Init  when  you  come  to  every-day  life,  nou  would  find  it  difficult  t^o 
get  th(?  farmers  to  work  u])  a  new  sdu'nu'. 

3297.  Are  not  the  Agricultural  Societies  mostly  coni|)oscd  of 
townspeople?— The  Agricultural  Societies  in  the"  Midlands  are 
moslly  composed  of  farnu>rs.  I  believe  that  in  Cai)e  Town  and 
I  orf  Elizabeth  lli(>  members  are  chiefly  townspeople,  but  where 
the  Congresses  of  the  Agricultural  Union  "are  held  they  have  always 
selfcted   farmers  to  rcijrcsonl   the  farming  interests. 

3298.  Do  you  state  that  one  of  the  reasons  why-  it  is  desirable 
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Lo  have  Ihese  Societies  represented  is  that  the  niciiihers  are  gen- 
erally tax-payers  ? — Yes,  but  independent  of  that,  they  always  do 
their  utmost  to  collect  information  for  the  general  jjood  of  the 
Country.  Although  they  niv  lownsmen,  tliey  are  keenly  interested 
in  farming,  and  are  always  ])repared  lo  pat  their  hands  in  their 
pockets  to  support  agricuiture. 

3299.  Mr.  Rogers. \  Do  you  not  think  these  elections  should  be 
solely  in  the  hands  of  the  landowners  and  tenant  farmers,  as  the 
only  persons  interested? — If  we  had  an  ideal  state  of  things  exist- 
ing amongst  the  various  classes  of  agriculturists;  if  landowners 
and  lessors  thoroughly  realised  their  own  interests,  the  position 
would  be  somewhat  altered,  but  under  iH-esent  circumstances,  con- 
sidering the  material  we  have  to  work  with,  I  think  it  would  be 
somewhat  dangerous  to  allow  them  solely  to  be  represented,  with- 
out some  influences  of  which  we  have  knowledge  being  introduced. 
By  means  of  the  Agricultural  Societies  we  have  some  knowledge 
of  the  material  that  is  available,  and  the  kind  of  advice  many  far- 
laers  would  like  to  give  to  the  Agricultural  Department.  If  we  left 
out  these  Societies  it  would  frequently  be  very  difficult  to  know 
what  advice  the  farmers  would  be  likely  to  give,  and  what  represen- 
tations may  be  made  to  the  Agricultural  Department.  When  we 
consider  the  Divisional  Councils,  as  elected  by  the  ratepayers,  and 
see  the  class  of  representatives  put  in  frequently  by  the  landowners, 
it  can  hardly  be  said,  as  Mr  Wilmot  and  others  have  remarked, 
that  these  Divisional  Councils  are  bodies  which  have  promoted 
agricultural  interests.  Not  that  I  wish  to  speak  disparagingly  of 
them  in  any  way;  but  it  is  the  landowners  who  put  in  these  repre- 
sentatives. 

o300.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Do  you  not  think  it  would  only  l)e  right 
to  confine  the  power  of  electing  the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  land- 
owners and  tenant  farmers? — If  the  Agricultural  Societies  were  ex- 
cluded, they  would  certainly  be  the  next  best;  they  are  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  to  build  up  this  scheme. 

3301.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  You  will,  I  suppose,  admit  that  one  of 
the  chief  ideas  of  this  Commission  is  to  devise  means  to  bring  all 
tho  various  classes  of  farmers  more  closely  together? — Yes. 

3302.  If  in  your  elections  j^ou  include  the  organisations  you 
mentioned,  whether  they  are  Bond  or  Farmers'  Associations,  do 
you  not  think  it  would  give  rise  to  suspicion,  and  that  you  could 
not  get  the  two  races  together  without  some  other  election 
machinery? — No,  I  think  it  would  act  the  other  way.  If  these 
three  bodies  I  have  named  are  asked  to  nominate  members,  and 
the  landowners  and  tenant  farmers  also  elect  members,  it  would 
show  a  confidence  in  these  bodies  which  has  never  before  been  ex- 
hiliited.  The  three  bodies  I  alludetl  to  are  the  Agricultural  Union, 
the  Central  Farmers'  Association,  and  the  Bond  Congress. 

3303.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  How  about  the  South  African  League? 
— That  is  purely  a  political  l^ody.  I  feel  that  at  present  there  is  a 
great  want  of  confidence,  and  the  only  way  to  restore  confidence  is 
to  display  a  certain  amount  of  trust  in  the  different  organisations. 

3304.  Do  you  admit  it  that  something  should  be  done  in  each 
Fiscal  Division  to  bring  the  farmers  more  in  touch  with  the  Agri- 
cultural Department? — Yes,  that  is  absolutely  necessary,  because  it 
has  come  to  be  a  question  whether  we  shall  have  an  Agricultural 
Department  at  all,  under  ])resent  circumstances.  In  that  Depart- 
ment there  are  men  who  are  doing  all  that  human  flesh  and  blood 
can  do,  but  the  time  has  come  when  we  are  compelled  to  consider 
whether  we  should  keep  it  on  or  shut  it  up. 
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oo05.  What  means  would  you  suggest  whereby  farmers  iu  auy 
diiitrict  could  be  brought  into  closer  touch  with  the  Department? 
— As  one  means,  I  would  say  that  the  Board  should  have  powder  to 
travel  about  and  hold  meetings  with  the  farmers.  The  farmers 
will  feel  that  they  have  had  a  fair  share  in  getting  the  members 
of  the  Board  into  their  position,  and  the  Government,  whether 
Progressive  or  anything  else,  would  have  no  sa}^  in  regard  to  the 
Board's  proceedings.  Being  of  a  non-political  nature,  that  Board 
should  have  all  the  greater  power  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Agricul- 
ture, and  collect  and  circulate  ideas  on  the  subject.  That  would 
rest  with  these  eleven  men. 

3306.  Do  you  honestly  think  that  by  adding  eleven  men  to  the 
present  stafi  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  a  great  benefit  will 
be  conferred? — I  think  it  will  be  a  step  towards  it,  if  the  right  men 
are  elected,  but  it  would  be  useless  to  have  men  on  the  Board  with- 
out an}"  practical  knowledge  of  the  questions  they  would  be  called 
upon  to  deal  with. 

3307.  Are  vou  in  favour  of  the  farmers  being  organised  in  the 
interests  of  agriculture? — I  am  heartily  in  favour  of  that.  I  think 
it  is  high  time  something  were  done  in  that  direction.  The  dis- 
organisation has  been  going  on  quite  long  enough. 

3308.  But,  taking  the  Farmers'  Associations  as  they  at  present 
exist,  have  they  answered  the  purpose  ? — Up  to  a  certain  point  they 
have,  but  we  have  not  reached  a  point  where  they  cannot  succeed 
^'ny  further,  and  this  would  be  an  impetus  to  ihem  to  go  on  with 
their  good  work. 

3309.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  one  man  from  each  Fiscal 
Division  being  deputed  to  attend  at  the  Council  of  Agriculture  in 
order  to  discuss  matters  of  practical  ini])ortance  with  that  body? — 
1  would  not  Ije  opposed  to  it,  if  the  country  is  {)repared  to  go  to  the 
expense.    1  think  it  would  result  in  great  good. 

3310.  How  would  that  one  man  be  nominated  or  elected? — He 
v/ould  naturally  be  on  this  Council.  I  expressed  the  opinion  that 
tin;  Council  should  cease  after  electing  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
b»it  1  might  be  wrong  there. 

3311.  You  are  in  favour  of  one  man  being  chosen  from  each 
Fiscal  Division  ?— That  is  a  matter  of  detail.  I  calculated  three 
from  every  Electoral  Province,  but  I  would  l)e  in  favour  of  your 
])roi)osition.  That  woukl  give  seveiity-iiv(>  men  instead  of  fifty- 
four. 

3312.  And  \()U  would  be  in  fa\ouf  of  liicir  meeting  to  discuss 
agricultural  matters ?^Yes,  l)ut  it  would  be  useless  for  them  to 
meet  ami  discuss  matters  unless  they   had  some  ddinite  powers. 

3313.  Would  you  l)e  in  favt)ur  of  their  electing  nine  of  their 
number  to  form  a  Board  of  AgricuUure,  so  (hat  their  resolutions 
could  be  ini))ress(>d  u])on  the  Agriciill  nr;ii  DepnrI  mcMit  ?  ^'(>s,  but 
1  would  suggest  eleven  inst(>atl  of  nine.  I  consider  il  ai)solulely 
necessary  to  have  eleven,  if  we  taive  into  accouni  the  large  interest's 
ihey  will  de;!l  with,  ])astoral,  agricnlt  ui'al  (inelndiiig  xinc  and  fruit 
growing)  trading,  and   educational. 

3314.  And  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of  llic  Government  i)ut- 
tinu  any  nonruiccs  u|)on  that  Council?-  No.  1  think  the  great 
secret  of  the  whole  thing  is  that  the  peofjle  themselves  should  un- 
dertake the  work,  and  the  Government  should  ojil>'  be  called  u])on 
to  nominate  meinlxM's  when  it  is  seen  thai  the  people  are  not  ])re- 
ptired  to  do  it.  And  1  repeat  that  the  Board  should  be  independent 
of  the  Government,  for  if  the  whole  of  the  organisation  were  to  be 
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(U-tr('y(Ml  with  every  new  Government  that  came  into  power,  we 
should  he  in  a  worse  plight  than  before,  and  all  the  expense  in- 
curred would  go  for  nothing.  The  surest  way  to  make  it  non- 
political  is  for  the  Government  to  have  no  say  in  the  election.  The 
.''cards  ptiwers  should  also  increase  as  the  years  went  on. 

3315.  Do  you  thinlc  that  [\\v.  (h'legates  to  the  Council  should 
also  remain  in  existence  for  three  years? — I  have  said  (hat  as  soon 
as  they  nominated  the  Board  of  Agriculture  they  should  go  out  of 
existence  as  a  Council,  hut  I  w(juld  not  ohject  to  their  remaiiung 
in  existence  provided  they  were  not  called  upon  to  meet  more  than 
onct  a  year.  The  men  who  are  on  this  Council,  and  whose  time  is 
valuable  would  feel  it  to  be  a  great  hardship  if  they  were  suddenly 
colled  upon  at  any  moment  to  attend  a  meeting. 

3316.  i1/r.  Owen-Lewis?\  Is  there  not  this  difficulty  in  connection 
nith  your  suggestion?  How  are  the  54  or  75  mend^ers  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  proceed  to  elect  three  pastoral  farmers,  three  agriculturists, 
three  for  trading,  and  so  on?  Are  they  to  do  it  from  amongst  their 
own  numbers ?^Not  necessarily.  They  might  choose  two  persons 
from  outside  to  serve  on  the  Board  in  the  interests  of  technical  edu- 
cation and  trading,  but  as  far  as  the  pastoral  and  agricultural 
members  are  concerned,  the  members  of  the  Council  could  select 
from  their  own  numbers. 

3317.  Chairman?]  fs  the  Agricidtural  Dejiartment  as  it  exists 
at  the  present  time  in  your  opinion  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community? — I  do  not  think  so  l)v  any  means,  although 
there  are  branches  which  are  doing  all  that  human  beings  could 
(\o  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  farmers.  In  my  opinion  the  Depart- 
ment as  a  whole,  from  the  head  downwards,  is  very  far  from  being 
in  touch  with  the  farming  industry. 

3318.  Do  you  think  the  scheme  laid  down  here  will  bring  the 
farmers  more  closely  in  touch  with  the  Department  than  is  the 
case  at  present? — Yes,  if  the  elections  take  place  on  the  lines  I  have 
laid  down. 

3319.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Have  you  had  much  experience  of  the 
Agricultural  Department? — My  experience  as  Secretary  of  a 
Farmers'  Association  enables  me  to  say  that  I  have  received  every 
courtesy  and  consideration  from  the  Agricultural  Department,  but 
very  little  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  The  farmers  are  to  blame 
themselves  if  the  relations  between  themselves  and  the  Depart- 
ment are  not  more  satisfactory.  They  should  see  that  the  Depart- 
ment has  more  power  to  render  them  practical  assistance,  but  I 
have  nothing  to  say  against  it  personally. 

3320.  Do  you  think  the  permanent  head  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  should  be  a  man  of  high  training  and  scientific  know- 
ledge in  farming,  so  that  he  may  lie  capable  of  knowing  whether 
the  officials  under  him  are  doing  their  work,  and  also  that  he 
should  be  experienced  in  organisation? — I  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sary that  he  should  be  expected  to  roll  up  his  sleeves  and  do  farm- 
ing work,  but  the  head  of  the  Department  should  know  a  great  deal 
about  agriculture,  and  he  should  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
theory  of  farming. 

3321.  Is  that  so  at  present,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  goes? — I 
would  not  like  to  say,  but  I  do  not  think  any  particular  blame  rests 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture. 

3322.  Where  do  you  think  the  blame  rests? — The  powers  given 
to  the  Department  liave  been  too  limited,  especially  the  power  to 
spend  money.     Parliament  has  not  seen  to  the  Department  being 
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worked  to  the  best  advantage,  and  those  who  have  been  doing 
good  work  have  not  been  recognised  in  such  a  manner  as  to  induce 
capable  men  to  tal^e  up  the  worl?:.  We  have  lost  many  capable 
men  because  the  Department  has  l^een  a  failure. 

3323.  J/r.  Rifbidge.]  Is  the  Department  starved  for  want  of 
funds? — No,  but  starved  for  want  of  practical  knowledge  in  work- 
ing it.  The  scope  of  the  Department  should  he  clearly  defined  and 
that  scope  greatly  widened  by  Acts  of  Parliament. 

3324.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  amount 
of  expenditure  under  the  present  scope  of  the  Department?  For 
instance,  £82,000  was  spent  upon  Scab  prevention.  Do  you  think 
the  country  has  received  value  for  that  expenditure? — No,  cer- 
tainly not. 

3325.  On  forests  and  plantations  £74,206  was  spent.  Is  the 
countrv^  getting  any  adequate  return  for  that  outlay? — I  have  no 
means  of  knowing;  I  cannot  say.  We  got  trees  to  plant  in  our  dis- 
trict very  reasonably  indeed,  but  I  would  not  like  to  say  that  the 
country  on  the  whole  gets  value  for  the  money  spent. 

3326.  We  are  spending  over  £300,000  a  year  upon  our  Agricul- 
tural Department.  Do  you  think  that  is  a  large  expenditure  and 
that  the  country  is  receiving  value  for  the  outlay? — I  do  not  think 
so. 

3327.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  following  sug- 
gestion or  method  l)y  which,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Board,  financial  assistance,  might  be  granted  to  the  agricul- 
tural population  to  enahle  them  to  develop  their  resources: — By 
the  grant  of  loans  to  Divisional  Councils  on  the  security  of  rates  to 
enable  Divisional  Councils  either  to  carry  out  public  works  for  the 
advancement  of  agriculture  in  their  districts,  or  to  enable  them  to 
advance  money  to  Agricultural  Associations  or  individual  far- 
mers?— I  am  opposed  to  Divisional  Councils  levying  rates. 

3328.  Another  suggested  method  is  by  the  grant  of  loans,  or  by 
contributing  on  the  £  for  £  principle  direct  to  Agricultural  Asso- 
ciations or  individual  farmers? — That  can  be  done  at  any  time  now 
under  the  Irrigation  Act,  It  is  not  workable  as  a  whole,  but  the 
principle  is  embodied  in  the  present  system. 

3329.  Farmers  do  not  avail  themselves  much  ot  it? — No,  for 
two  main  reasons,  because  most  farmers  cannot  give  a  first  mort- 
gage and  the  second  reason  is  because  they  are  advised  on  agricul- 
tural questions  by  the  Government  Engineers  who  say  whether  the 
scheme  is  worth  while  going  on  with  or  not.  And  if  they  do  not 
consider  it  worth  while  the  Government  grant  is  not  given. 

3330.  Mr.  Owen-Leiois.]  You  are  aware  that  a  ver^?-  large  num- 
ber of  the  farms  in  this  country  are  bonded? — Yes. 

3331.  And  these  are  the  farms  really  which  require  assistance 
more  than  those  which  are  not  bonded? — Yes. 

3332.  The  Commission  are  trying  to  devise  some  sort  of  scheme 
under  whicli  the  Government  could  advance  money  to  farmers 
v.hose  farms  are  bonded,  io  cai'ry  out  works  whicli  would  give  good 
security  Io  the  Government  without  infringing  the  rights  of  the 
existing  mortgagees,  and  the  suggestion  was  if  Government  ad- 
vanced money  to  farmers  to  carry  oiil  reproductive  worlds  that  Ihey 
should  pay  for  a  fixed  nund)er  of  years  a  charge  like  a  quitrent  on 
Ihc  farm,  and  this  should  lake  ])recedence  of  the  bond,  and  if  the 
farm  were  sold  il  would  always  be  sold  witli  Ibis  (charge  standing 
as  a  part  of  the  property.  Do  you  think  this  scheme  would  work 
at  all? — Yes,  if  the  country  wove  properlv  secured  Ihal  none  of  this 
money  was  misspent. 
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3333.  Assuming  that  the  money  were  properly  spent  it  would 
naturally  increase  the  value  of  the  farm  and  therefore  increase  the 
security  the  existing  moftgagoe  has? — Yes,  it  is  bound  to  do  so. 

3334.  Provided  the  money-lenders  were  satisfied  that  the 
money  were  well  spent,  you  think  the  people  would  avail  them- 
selves of  it? — I  think  it  could  be  worked  very  differently  from  what 
it  has  been  in  the  past;  but  I  am  afraid  tlie  capitalists  will  feel 
nervous  about  their  interests. 

3335.  There  was  a  further  suggestion  that  some  scheme  of  in- 
surance should  be  carried  out  against  the  possible;  washing  away 
of  the  dams  and  consequent  loss  of  money.  If  that  were  done 
would  it  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  mortgagees? — That  would 
be  an  excellent  idea,  and  would  satisfy  any  doul)!  Ilie  money- 
lenders had. 

3336.  Mr.  Oostkuisen.']  You  admitted  that  the  farmers  did  not 
avail  themselves  of  going  to  the  Government  for  assistance  for  re- 
productive works  on  account  of  this  first  mortgage,  and  secondly, 
on  account  of  the  engineers.  Can  j'^ou  give  us  any  suggestion  that 
would  obviate  this — that  is  to  say  having  some  body  to  come  be- 
tween the  farmers  and  the  Government? — I  think  the  only  ma- 
chinery which  could  come  betAveen  the  farmers  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  this  suggested  Board,  which  could  examine  into 
matters  and  advise  the  Government,  and  that  must  be  a  recognised 
machinery  by  the  Government. 

3337.  You  woidd  not  Ije  in  favour  of  the  Government  appoint- 
ing some  of  the  local  people? — Certainly,  failing  the  existence  of 
this  Board.  In  such  a  case  to  meet  an  emergency  I  think  it  would 
be  advantageous  and  healthful  no  doulit. 

3338.  You  are  aware  that  a  nund^er  of  farmers  do  not  know 
how  to  go  about  to  get  assistance;  but  if  there  should  be  in  exist- 
ence two  or  three  men  appointed  by  Government  to  whom  they 
could  go  and  put  their  cases,  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good 
thing? — No,  I  thinlc  the  Government  might  appoint  somebocly  to 
investigate. 

3339.  That  would  he  an  engineer? — No,  I  thinlv  rather  a  prac- 
tical man  who  has  had  experience  in  those  matters. 

3340.  Would  you  have  this  man  a  permanent  official? — ^No. 
There  could  be  a  permanent  Committee  of  Agriculture  in  each 
district. 

3341.  You  think  the  Board  would  be  able  to  inspect  all  the 
places? — No,  but  I  think  they  should  advise  the  Government  whom 
to  appoint  to  the  different  districts. 

Stephanvs  Sebastian  Walters,  examined. 

3342.  Chairman^  You  live  in  the  Malmesbury  district? — Yes. 

3343.  You  are  an  agricultural  farmer? — Yes. 

3344.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be:  (I)  To  consult  on  all  questions  alfecting  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of 
Agricultiu'e  upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — Yes,  I  am  in 
favour  of  that. 

3345.  Are  you  in  favour  of  their  being  elected  by  lando^vners 
or  by  ratepayers  of  the  district? — I  am  in  favour  of  their  being 
elected  by  occupiers  of  farms. 
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3346.  You  mean  lessees  or  owners? — Yes. 

3347.  You  are  in  fayour  of  each  Field-cornetcy  electing  one 
member  for  such  a  Committee  of  Agriculture  in  a  Fiscal  Division 
or  would  vou  prefer  two  members  for  each  Field-cornetcy? — I 
think  two" would  be  better  than  one. 

3348.  You  do  not  think  that  would  make  the  Local  Committee 
ioo  large? — I  do  not  think  so. 

3349.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture  to  consist  of 
nine  meml^ers  nominat<^d  by  the  Government  and  eighteen  mem- 
bers elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold  office  for  a  jieriod 
of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  following  manner: — The  collec- 
tive representatives  on  the  Agricultural  Council  from  each  of  the 
nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative  Council  to  elect  from 
their  own  numbers  two  members? — Yes,  I  am  in  favour  of  that. 

3350.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  With  regard  to  your  district  do  you 
think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  finding  men  who  would  give 
their  time  to  a  Committee  of  Agriculture  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  there 
would  be  any  difficulty. 

335L  Mr.  Owen-Leivis.]  You  believe  that  it  will  do  the  farming 
community  good  if  an  organisation  such  as  this  is  established? — ■ 
Yes,  it  will  l)e  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  help  them  forward. 

3352.  It  will  tend  to  bring  them  more  in  touch  with  the  Agri- 
cull  ural  Department? — Yes,  I  should  like  to  suggest  that  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  should  have  a  few  professional  men  to  go 
about  the  country  and  come  in  touch  with  these  Local  Committees 
whenever  they  meet. 

3353.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  that  the  Local  Committee  Avill 
be  better  able  to  come  in  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Department 
than  me  farmers  can  at  present? — Yes. 

3354.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  is  carried  on  at  present? — No,  it  is  not  suffi- 
ciently in  touch  with  the  agricultural  community.  I  prefer  the 
scheme  you  are  proposing  to  introduce,  especially  if  the  farmers 
can  come  into  contact  with  professional  men,  so  that  if  they  want 
to  know  what  fertilisers  to  use,  and  so  forth,  they  could  ask  the 
experts. 

3355.  Tf  you  have  a  Local  Committee  it  would  have  a  certain 
stains,  and  through  them  the  farmers  could  approach  the  Govern- 
ment?— Yes,  I  understand  that. 

3356.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Has  the  Government  made  any  experi- 
ments with  fertilisers  in  your  district? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

3357.  Have  they  made  any  other  experiments  such  as  growing 
certain  kinds  of  wheat,  and  so  on? — Not  in  my  district. 

3358.  You  have  never  had  an  expert  of  the  Department  in  your 
district  among  the  farmers  to  deliver  lectures  to  them? — No,  never. 

3359.  Chairman.']  There  are  certain  suggestions  in  the  Memo- 
randum submitted  by  the  Government  to  this  Commission  with 
regard  to  methods  by  which,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Board,  financial  assistance  might  be  granted  to  the  agricul- 
tural population  to  enable  them  to  develop  their  resources.  What 
is  your  opinion  of  those  suggestions? — Tf  there  are  places  where 
irrigation  schemes  can  be  carried  out,  T  think  farmers  should  be 
lent  money  on  the  £  for  £  principle,  l)ut  not  every  farmer. 

3300.  The  money  must  ))e  used  for  a  re])roductive  work? — Yes. 

3361.  Do  you  think  your  district  will  apply  for  such  irrigation 
works?     Small  ])lac('s  onlv. 

3362.  You  do  not  go  in  much  for  irrigation  in  your  district?— 
No,  we  are  not  level  enough 
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,.,>,);5.  Would  you  confine  this  assistance  only  to  iirigation 
works  or  to  fencint>'  as  well? — I  would  not  include  fencing,  because 
farmers  can  do  that  very  well  now,  as  under  the  Fencing  Act  the 
neighbour  has  to  pay  half  the  cost. 

3364.  Mr.  Ruhidge.]  With  regard  to  jackal  ])roof  fencing,  would 
you  not  extend  the  assistance  given  to  irrigation  to  that? — No. 

33()5.  At  the  same  time  you  would  he  ])re])ared  to  go  on  y)aying 
rewards  for  generations  in  order  lo  exterminate  the  jacl<a]s  ? — 
Speaking  of  my  district,  we  can  kill  our  jackals. 

3306^  Do  they  not  come  back? — If  we  kill  them  all  how  will 
they  come  back?  I  believe  the  Government  pay  10s.  for  every 
jackal  killed,  but  I  would  kill  them  without  any  reward. 

Michiel  JoJiannes  tie  Beer,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

3367.  ChairmanP\  AVhere  do  vou  live? — In  the  Piquetberg  dis- 
trict. 

3368.  Are  you  a  grain-farmer? — Yes,  and  also  cattle. 

3369.  Have  you  heard  the  evidence  of  the  last  witness? — Yes. 

3370.  Are  you  more  or  less  of  the  same  views  as  he  is? — No,  I 
differ  from  him  very  considerably. 

3371.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
jjolitics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  the  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be:  (1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — My  opinion  is  en- 
tirely against  a  Council.  I  think  the  members  of  Parliament  could 
very  well  do  this  work,  because  one  represents  the  cattle-farmers 
and  another  the  grain-farmers,  and  so  on;  so  I  think  that  all  that 
is  required  is  that  the  Agricultural  Department  should  give  more 
attention  to  meml)ers  of  Parliament,  and  I  think  they  would  be 
quite  competent  to  bring  in  reports  of  what  is  necessary  in  the 
districts  they  represent. 

3372.  Mr.  Ahrahamso?}.]  Do  you  think  the  Department  at  the 
moment  gives  any  attention  to  farmers? — I  cannot  say. 

3373.  What  is  your  experience? — My  experience  is  that  they 
do  not ;  l)ut  it  is  to  be  proved  whether  they  wnll  give  attention  to  the 
requests  of  this  proposed  Council. 

3374.  You  sa}^  it  would  be  all  right  as  long  as  the  Government 
and  the  Department  give  more  attention  to  members  of  Parlia- 
ment; Init  Parliament  has  been  in  existence  a  long  time  and  the 
Department  also.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  better  with  a 
Council  in  existence? — No. 

3375.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  something  new  with  a 
view  of  improving  things? — If  it  could  im])rove  things,  but  1  can- 
not see  that  it  will ;  I  think  it  would  cost  the  country  a  lot  of  money, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  Government  will  give  more  attention  to  a 
Council  than  they  give  to  members  now,  because  the  latter  are 
chosen  to  represent  a  district. 

3376.  But  Parliament  consists  of  members  representing  differ- 
ent industries — not  only  farmers,  Init  merchants.  Now  would  it 
not  be  better  to  have  a  small  body  consisting  of  farmers  who  have 
the  interests  of  the  farming  community  at  heart,  and  who  could 
come  l)etween  the  farmers  and  the  Agricultural  Department? — If 
this  Council  would  have  power  over  Parliament  it  would  be  an  ex- 
cellent idea,  but  if  the  Council  is  to  be  weaker  than  Parliament  and 
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sends  in  reports  which  are  thrown  out  l)y  ihe  town  members  voting 
against  them  it  would  be  useless. 

3377.  Say,  for  instance,  Parliament  passed  an  Act  that  such  a 
Council  shall  be  constituted  to  help  the  farming  community  and 
gave  them  full  power  to  act  ? — Then  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

3376.  Then  you  would  be  in  favour  of  it? — Yes.  If  the  Council 
would  have  power  to  get  things  through  which  they  bring  forward. 

3377.  Then  I  take  it  that  the  only  trouble  which  you  foresee  is 
that  such  a  Council  if  it  had  no  power  would  do  no  good? — Quite 
so,  just  the  same  as  an  individual  member  of  Parliament  to-da}'. 
I  say  it  does  not  work  well  to-day,  and  I  am  in  favour  of  helping 
the  farmers.  You  propose  this  plan,  but  what  I  am  afraid  of  is  that 
it  will  cost  the  country  an  unnecessary  amount  of  money. 

3378.  If  such  a  body  is  constituted,  would  you  be  in  favour  of 
landowners  and  occupiers  of  farms  only  being  allowed  to  vote  for 
members? — I  would  be  in  favour  of  all  occupiers  of  land,  whether 
owners  or  not,  voting. 

3379.  Would  you  include  the  "bywoner"  class? — No. 

3380.  Chairman?^  You  know  the  present  position,  that  there  are 
many  complaints  that  the  Agricultural  Department  does  not  come 
in  touch  with  farmers? — Yes. 

3381.  If  such  a  body  existed  as  is  suggested,  and  is  recognised 
by  Government,  do  not  you  think  that  the  farming  community 
would  come  into  better  touch  with  the  Department  than  they  do  at 
the  present  moment? — I  will  not  say  better,  because  I  say  again 
each  district  has  its  representatives  in  Parliament,  and  these 
should  do  their  utmost  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Government 
what  is  required. 

3382.  Say  in  each  Field-cornetcy  a  member  is  elected  to  serve 
on  a  Committee  for  the  whole  Fiscal  Division,  do  not  you  think  that 
this  Committee  would  be  acquainted  with  the  local  affairs,  such  as 
having  irrigation  works  established? — Yes,  T  think  so,  but  I  am 
afraid  that  Parliament  might  go  against  it.  My  fear  is  that  the 
Council  would  have  just  the  same  power  as  the  present  members. 

3383.  Mr.  Oosthnisen.']  Is  there  a  possible  chance  in  your  dis- 
trict of  improving  agriculture  ?^ — Yes. 

3384.  In  which  way  do  you  think  it  could  be  improved? — We 
have  a  good  district,  but  the  great  drawback  is  that  Ave  have  no 
market,  and  our  complaint  is  that  we  should  have  more  railways 
and  better  roads.  We  cannot  get  to  a  market.  If  grain  fetches  £1 
in  toAvn,  we  only  get  12s.  and  13s.,  and  that  discourages  the  farmers, 
because  it  does  not  pay.  I  should  say  Government  must  assist  us 
bv  providing  a  market  for  our  ]iroducts.  We  can  grow  vegetables, 
and  cattle  and  sheep  thrive,  but  no  market.  There  are  hundreds 
of  poor  people  who  could  live  there  if  there  werp  a  market,  and  the 
land  would  be  able  to  support  three  times  the  number  of  peojile 
who  live  there  at  present. 

3385.  Did  the  railwav  throucrh  Piquetb^rg  help  the  farm(>rs  in 
vour  district  verv  much? — Very  little.  Where  it  Avas  wanted  most, 
it  did  not  ao.  Even  to-day  I  am  twelve  hours  from  the  railway,  in 
a  sandv  district,  and  it  is  very  troublesome  to  get  things  to  market. 

3380.  Chah■man^  There  are  certain  suggestions  in  the  Memo- 
randum submitted  by  the  Government  to  this  Commission  with 
rf-yard  to  methods  bv  which,  subject  to  the  npprovnl  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Board,  financial  assistance  micht  lie  granted  to  the  agricul- 
tural population  to  enable  them  to  develop  their  resources.  What 
is  your  opinion  of  those  suggestions? — T  .''ni   nol   in  favour  of  the 
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DWisionnl  Council  liavinn  the  po\V(M-  to  lax  a  dislrict  for  the  benefit 
of  one  person.  T  would  rather  f/we  the  person  himself  the  right  of 
paying  the  tax. 

3387.  M?-.  Abrahamson.']  Say,  for  example,  that  six  or  seven 
neighbourino-  farmers  combinerl  ? — Yes,  T  am  in  favour  of  that.  My 
ol)jection  is  that  they  should  have  the  power  of  levyinc  a  rat(^  on 
the  whole  district  for  the  benefit  of  one  or  two  farmers. 

3388.  Should  it  be  done  by  the  Divisional  Council?  They 
should  heln  in  the  matter,  but  should  not  have  the  riyht  of  levyinfj; 
the  tax.  They  should  brinf>'  the  mallei'  lo  the  notice  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  assistance  was  required. 

3389.  Yours  is  not  a  district  which  sjfoes  in  larocly  for  iri'iya 
lion  works? — No,  there  is  more  or  less  water  enough. 

3390.  How  is  it  with  regard  lo  fencing?  -There  is  one  portion 
of  the  district  which  does  not  require  it,  but  as  it  now  works,  we 
are  in  favour  of  the  Fencing  Act.  A  Ward  which  wants  assistance 
in  fencing  gets  it. 

3391.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  G^ood  if  Government  would  give 
a  little  more  assistance  to  farmers  who  require  it? — Yes. 

3392.  Are  you  troubled  with  iackals  in  vour  district? — Yes. 

3393.  Do  vou  think  it  would  be  a  ffood  thing  if  the  Government 
would  assist  farmers  to  erect  fences  to  Iceen  out  jackals?— I  should 
^;\y  if  a  man  asks  for  assistance,  it  should  be  oiven.  We  have  rather 
a  mountainous  district,  so  it  is  imiiossible  to  fence  all  the  farms; 
Imt  as  T  sav  I  am  in  favour  of  a  man  getting  assistance  when  he 
asks  for  it. 

3394.  Would  vou  be  in  favour  of  the  Government  assisting  a 
number  of  farmers  who  are  neishbours? — Yes. 

3395.  Do  von  think  that  this  heln  should  be  given  as  a  bonus 
civ  as  a  loan  ? — Rather  as  a  loan  with  a  cfood  secnritv. 

3396.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.l  Is  there  anv  Crown  nronerty  left  in  vour 
district  which  has  not  been  turned  into  famis? — Verv  small  pieces. 

3397.  Are  the  farms  large  in  your  district? — Yes.  Mv  farm  is 
over  12.000  morgen. 

3398.  How  much  of  this  12,000  niorgen  could  be  cultivated?— 
Two-thirds. 

3399.  The  rainfall  is  enouo-h  for  Ihaf — Yes,  usually,  but  in 
some  nlaces  vou  could  make  Avells. 

3400.  Then  it  is  onlv  the  want  of  jrood  roads  which  keeps  you 
back? — Yes.  My  farm  without  manure  yields  15  muids  to  the 
morgen. 

3401.  You  sav  the  frreatest  thing  you  want  are  better  roads  and 
a  I'ettpr  market  or  railwav? — Yes,  but  a  railwav  would  pav  the  best. 

3402.  Sav  there  ai'e  small  rates  levied  on  the  farm  to  pav  the 
interest  on  the  loans  bv  Government  to  make  these  improvements, 
Ynu  think  that  would  be  rioht?- -Yes,  and  T  think  the  whole  dis- 
tr'cl  would  be  satisfied.  T  think  that  a  district  like  mine  would  be 
lirepared  to  guarantee  a  certain  amount  of  interest  on  expenditure 
for  making  better  roads  and  railwavs  in  the  district. 
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Monrim/,  9th  January,   1905. 

PRESENT : 

P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 

Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C.  G.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.  R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

L.  Atjrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  \V.  Rabidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

O.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Dr.  E.  A.  Nobbs  (Expert 

Adviser). 

Jvliiis  Robert  Jackson,  examined. 

3403.  Chair7nan.]  You  are  farming  in  the  Beaufort  West  dis- 
tricts—Yes. 

3404.  You  have  1)een  farming  for  a  good  many  years? — Yes, 
thirty  years. 

3405.  You  have  constructed  a  dam  on  your  farm? — Yes. 

3406.  Have  you  had  many  good  cro])s  owing  to  the  construc- 
tion of  that  dani? — Formerly,  but  not  latterly  on  account  of  the 
drought. 

3407.  Was  that  dam  built  by  a  Government  engineer? — No, 
practically  the  whole  work  was  done  by  my  brother. 

3408.  I  suppose  that  dam  has  paid  for  itself  over  and  over 
again  ? — Yes. 

3409.  Have  you  seen  the  Memorandum  with  regard  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Council  of  Agriculture  and  i\  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture in  order  to  bring  the  farming  community  into  closer  touch 
with  the  Agricultural  Department  than  they  are  at  present? — Yes. 
I  may  say,  taking  the  scheme  as  a  whole,  that  I  am  absolutely  in 
favour  of  some  means  being  devised  by  which  the  farmers  could 
hi)  brought  into  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Department,  but  I 
would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  this  scheme  is  the  best.  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  rather  involved,  more  especially  in  regard  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  where  you  have  one  man  representing  each  Circle. 
It  seems  to  me  the  district  which  is  lucky  enough  to  secure  that 
member  upon  that  Advisory  Board  is,  as  it  were,  securing  extra 
representation. 

3410.  Mr.  Abi'ahanison.l  You  are,  I  take  it,  in  favour  of  having 
a  Local  Committee  of  Agriculture  in  each  Fiscal  Division? — Before 
I  answer  that  question  I  should  like  to  know  whether  i(  is  proposed 
that  all  those  who  are  elected  to  these  Comniitlees,  Council  of  Agri- 
culture, and  the  Board  of  Agriculture  nic  to  l)e  ])ai(l  for  their  ser- 
vices. 

34n.  Would  you  suggest  that  they  should  be  paid  or  not? — I 
ihink  they  should  receive  out  of  pocket  expenses.  Some  of  them 
will  l)e  recpiired  to  travel  long  distances  and  you  cannot  expect 
them  to  l)ear  the  ex|)enses  of  that. 

3412.  They  would,  of  course,  have  free  railway  passes? — That 
would  be  something  in  those  p;trts  where  they  have  railway  com- 
munication. 

3413.  In  principal  you  are  in  favour  of  tlie  establishment  of 
this  Council  and  Board?  T  am  in  favour  of  some  Board,  call  it 
what  you  will,  being  l)r()Ught  into  existence  whicli  will  bring  the 
farmers  into  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Department. 
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o414.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  some  executive  to  such  a  body 
l)eiiio  always  at  ilie  command  of  the  Af,nicultural  J)ei)artment  for 
advice  and  to  act  as  an  Advisory  Board  with  regard  to  framing 
the  agricultural  estimates? — No,  I  would  not  give  them  too  much 
power  with  regard  to  the  estimates. 

3415.  You  woukl  not  give  them  any  control  of  the  money? — 
No. 

3416.  They  would  act  simply  as  an  Advisory  Board? — Yes, 

3417.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  estimates  being  submitted 
to  them  for  advice? — I  am  inclined  to  think  that  would  be  a  dan- 
gerous principle. 

3418.  Say,  for  instance,  that  in  Beaufort  West  some  large  irri- 
gation sclieme  is  contemplated,  do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  if  before  placing  anything  on  the  estimates  in  connection 
with  it,  the  Agricultural  Department  would  consult  the  Board? — 
Each  district  would  have  its  own  scheme,  and  there  might  be  a 
clash  of  interests.  The  member  rei)resenting  that  particular  dis- 
trict would  probably  be  in  favour  of  the  scheme  whether  it  was  a 
good  one  or  not. 

3419.  But  the  executive  which  would  l)e  acting  as  an  Advisory 
Board  would  not  represent  one  district,  but  the  whole  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Council,  because  elected  by  them  as  a  whole,  and  there* 
fore  they  woula  be  appealed  to  just  the  same  as  Parliament  would 
be  for  their  advice  as  to  the  feasibility  of  any  schemes  submitted  to 
them  ? — I  do  not  see  how  such  a  l)ody  could  give  any  information 
with  regard  to  a  scheme  in  a  district  of  which  the  members  have 
no  knowledge. 

3420.  In  what  way  then  w^ould  that  particular  body  or  any 
such  body  bring  the  Agricultural  Department  into  closer  touch 
with  the  farming  community? — The  idea  in  my  mind  was  more  in 
regard  to  the  issuing  of  regulations  and  the  carrying  out  of  certain 
Acts,  such  as  the  Scab  Act,  and  preventing  the  enforcement  of  use- 
less regulations  })utting  the  farmers  to  great  expense,  which  was 
the  case  not  long  ago.  1  think  if  there  had  been  any  body  to  ad- 
vise the  Secretary  for  Agriculture  in  that  matter  those  regulations 
would  not  have  been  put  into  force  under  the  circumstances  which 
prevailed  at  the  time.  ' 

3421.  I  take  it  you  would  be  in  favour  of  such  a  body  being 
consulted  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  before  such  regula- 
tions were  put  into  force? — Yes. 

3422.  Y^ou  are  in  favour  of  an  Advisory  Board  with  powers  of 
some  description? — Yes,  certainly. 

3423.  Is  there  any  other  suggestion  you  wuold  like  to  make 
with  regard  to  that  particular  question? — No,  I  do  not  think  so.  As 
I  say  I  am  in  favour  of  some  sort  of  body  being  brought  into  being 
to  bring  the  farmers  more  in  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, but  I  do  not  say  that  the  one  proposed  here  is  the  best  that 
could  be  tlevised. 

3424.  Mr.  Rubid/je.]  I  suppose  from  your  local  experience  you 
could  give  the  Commission  an  idea  as  to  whether  the  Local  Com- 
mittees of  Agricultvire  which  will  be  elected  will  be  non-political? 
— That  is  very  difficult  to  say.  Politics  are  being  brought  into  al- 
most every  matter  the  pul:)lic  has  anything  to  do  Avith.  In  the 
election  of  School  Committees  and  all  sorts  of  things  politics  are 
introduced  nowadays. 

3425.  Have  you  a  fear  that  politics  maj'  be  introduced? — Yes, 
they  may  be,  but  I  do  not  say  they  will  be. 
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34:26.  Under  these  circumstances  if  politics  are  going  to  be  in- 
troduced, do  you  tliinlv  the  scheme  ot  Local  Committees  would 
work  satisfactorily,  and  do  you  think  that  you  would  get  the  best 
men  in  your  district? — Honestly  speaking,  m  our  district  it  would 
be  all  right,  l)ut  I  do  not  know  wheiher  it  would  be  all  right  every- 
where. 

3427.  J/r.  Rogers:.}  i  suppose  you  are  aware  that  the  Agricul- 
tural De})artment  is  an  (txpensive  branch  of  the  public  service'!' — 
Yes. 

342y.  Are  you  as  a  fanner  aiul  landowner  satislieel  with  the 
work  done- by  this  Department.' — i  am  not. 

3429.  what  would  you  suggest  to  remed}'  this  state  of  things? 
— I  can  only  speak  from  the  point  of  view  of  a  sheep-farmer.  \Miat 
good  they  might  have  done  for  the  wine-farmer  or  the  grain  farmer 
i  am  not  prepared  to  say,  but  as  regards  the  stock-farmer,  the  De- 
partment have  not  done  much  to  assist  them. 

3430.  Do  you  think  the  forming  of  an  Agricultural  Board  would 
improve  this  state  of  things? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

3431.  You  are  in  favour  of  a  Board? — I  am  in  favour  of  some 
body  Ijeing  elected  to  bring  the  farmers  into  touch  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

3432.  Do  not  you  think  the  Agricultural  Board  will  be  sulli- 
cient  for  those  pur})ose.s  ? — Of  course,  it  w^ould  be  an  experiment, 
and  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  harm  in  trying  it. 

3433.  Do  not  you  think  that  a  bod}  of  experienced  farmers 
could  advise  the  Minister  better  than  one  individual  at  the  head 
of  the  Department  could?  Would  there  not  be  more  safety  in  any 
measures  gone  into  Ijv  having  a  Board  of  farmers  to  advise  ? — I 
think  so. 

3434.  iVy.  ()u!<1/iiii!<('n.\  Has  the  Ciovernment  ever  done  anything 
in  the  way  of  experimenting  in  your  district  ( — JMot  to  my  know- 
Ittlge.    They  built  a  dam,  but  it  was  not  a  success. 

3435.  Did  they  not  experiment  in  planting  in  connection  with 
this  dam? — No,  it  is  simply  used  for  supplying  the  railway  with 
water,  when  there  is  any  w^ater  in  it. 

3436.  Do  you  think  that  in  your  district  you  woidd  hnd  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  men  to  serve  on  a  Committee  of  Agriculture? — Yes, 
I  think  so. 

3437.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Covernment  having  any 
nominees  on  this  Local  Committee.' — 1  do  not  see  the  necessity  for 
that. 

3438.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  the 
district  acting,  ccv  officio,  as  Chairman  of  that  Committee? — 1  do 
not  think  it  would  be  necessary. 

3439.  Do  you  not  think  thul  il  would  tend  to  kee[)  politics  out 
of  the  discussions  of  the  Committee  if  a  Government  ollicial  pre- 
sided ? — Yes,  looking  at  it  from  that  point  of  view,  Init  I  do  not 
know  that  it  would  make  veiy  much  difi'erence. 

3440.  What  (qualifications  should  voters  for  members  of  this 
Committee  [)ossess ?  -They  should  be  Divisional  Council  voters. 

344L  Y'ou  will  admit  that  some  Divisional  Council  voters  are 
very  small  owners  of  land  sometimes.  Bui  p(M-liai)s  you  were  re- 
ff'rring  lo  Ihose  li\ing  outside  of  the  towns?-  No,  whether  hi'  lives 
in  the  town  or  the  country. 

3442.  Bui  do  you  tjiink  Ihey  all  lake  suHicient  inter(\st  in  agri- 
culture?— ^They  are  the  people  who  woukl  naturally  take  interest 
in  agriculture. 


oU\i.  Bui  Ihey  are  uol  all  nnriculliii-i«ts.     You  would  not  con 
Iiiu;  il  lo  favuiers"to  elect  the  members  (—Well,  in  the  country  dis- 
tiict  almost  every  landowner  i.s  a  farmer. 

;UU.  But  ill 'the  (owns  il  is  no!  so?— I  do  not  lliink  their  names 
wouUl  appear  on  the  list  oi'  Divisional  Council  voters,  and  you 
must  go  on  that  list  unless  you  frame  some  special  list. 

;5445.  In  the  event  of  our  framing  a  special  list,  would  you  put 
the  names  of  these  small  erf-holders  on  itj— Wi-ll,  they  are  agricul 
tiirists,  although  in  a  small  way. 

;j446.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Government  Iniviiig 
lU'Uiinees  on  the  Council  of  Agriculture? — No,  I  am  not  in  favour 
of  that;  it  would  make  it  too  large  a  body. 

3447.  Have  you  had  any  special  correspondence  with  the  Agri- 
cultural Department? — Yes]  only  with  regard  to  the  Scah  Act. 

3448.  Did  you  find  that  you  received  proper  attention?— Per- 
sonally, I  have  no  complaint  to  make;  but,  as  far  as  the  public  are 
concerned,  there  was  one  instance  in  which  they  did  not  gel  satis- 
faction. 

3449.  Could  you  give  us  the  circumstances  of  that  case  ?— Yes. 
It  was  with  regard  to  certain  regulations  under  the  Scab  Act,  which 
were  enforced  the  year  before  last.  After  the  War  our  district 
was  dry,  and  the  farmers  trekked  wholesale.  The  Scab  Act  was 
l)ractically  not  l)eing  carried  out.  A  large  numl)er  of  farmers 
trekked  into  the  southern  portion  of  the  Orange  River  Colony. 
They  remained  there  for  some  time,  until  it  became  so  dry  thai 
they  were  ol)liged  to  leave  aiul  go  further  north.  Then  th(\\-  were 
met  by  these  regulations,  which  were  to  the  effect  that  the 
sheep  which  were  mostly  in  full  fleece  had  to  be  dipped  at  certain 
stations  on  the  railway  "lines.  I  pointed  out  to  the  Dei)artment  at 
the  time  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  gained  by  doing  so,  as  the 
sheep,  in  the  district  to  which  they  were  going,  had  not  Ijeen  dipped 
for  five  years.  There  was  no  grazing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  these 
stations!  and  the  sheep  were  simply  starved.  I  pointed  all  this  out 
lo  the  Department  at  the  time,  but  it  was  no  use,  w^e  could  not  get 
over  these  regulations. 

3450.  Do  you  think  that  coukl  have  been  avoided  if  we  had  at 
the  head  of  the  Department  a  man  of  more  practical  experience? 
— I  think  it  could  have  been  avoided  if  the  Minister  of  Agriculture 
had  had  some  Board  of  farmers  to  advise  him.  Farmers  wTio  had 
l)eeii  for  years  in  favour  of  the  Scab  Act  Avere  opposed  to  these 
regulations. 

3451.  There  were  no  means  of  bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
Department  as  the  farmers  were  not  organised?— That  is  so.  Tf 
there  had  been  a  Board,  such  as  I  suggested,  and  they  had  been 
consulted  before  such  regulations  were  put  in  force,  I  do  not  think 
(hey  W'ould  ever  have  been  put  in  force  at  that  time  and  under 
those  circumstances.  No  good  was  done  by  them,  and  the  farmers 
sufTered  a  lot  of  damage. 

3452.  In  what  way  do  you  think  your  district  could  still  be 
developed? — By  Avater-boring.  Dam-iiiaking  on  a  large  scale  ha>s 
l)een  such  a  failure  hitherto  that  one  is  afraid  to  advocate  any  such 
scheme. 

3453.  Do  you  think  your  district  could  be  developed  liy  the  con- 
servation of  water? — Yes,  we  have  a  site  for  a  magnificent  dam. 

3454.  Chairman.']  You  believe  more  in  small  schemes  than  in 
big  ones? — Yes,  the  same  as  on  my  farm  Anyone  ^vho  knew 
my  ])lace  fifteen  years'  ago  would  not  recognise  it  to-day,  and  the 
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change  is  simply  owing  to  a  small  dam  which  was  constructed  on 
my  farm. 

3455.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.']  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  improve- 
ment if  the  permanent  head  of  the  Agricultural  Dei)artment  were 
a  scientific  man  trained  in  agriculture!' — Certainly,  if  you  could 
get  a  man  trained  in  this  country,  it  might  be  an  improvement. 

3456.  You  would  prefer  a  practical  agriculturist  at  the  head  of 
the  Department  to  a  man  who  knows  absolutely  nothing  about 
agriculture? — Decidedly. 

3457.  You  do  not  believe  that  any  xlgricultural  Department 
could  flourish  if  the  permanent  head  is  a  man  who  has  had  no 
})ractical  ex})erience  of  agriculture  ? — It  is  difficult  to  say.  You 
might  find  a  man,  who  is  trained  scientifically,  who  would  be  of 
not  much  use.    What  you  want  is  a  good  practical  man. 

3458.  You  do  believe  in  having  in  the  permanent  head  of  the 
Department  a  practical  and  experienced  man? — Yes. 

3459.  You  believe  in  the  establishment  of  a  practical  head  of 
the  Department,  who  should  be  outside  of  party  politics,  and  who 
would  be  responsible  for  the  continuity  of  policy  in  the  Depart- 
ment?— Yes. 

3460.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  farmers  all 
over  the  Colony  were  organised? — Certainly. 

3461.  If  they  had  Local  Committees  in  the  different  Fiscal  Divi- 
sions, which  could  communicate  the  wants  of  their  [)articular  dis- 
tricts to  the  Department,  do  you  think  that  that  would  help  for- 
Avard  the  agricultural  community? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

3462.  It  would  serve  to  bring  them  into  touch  with  the  Depart- 
ment?— Yes. 

3463.  Mr.  (hst/niistn.']  Do  you  think  that  the  Parliament  of  the 
country  should  have  a  voice  in  the  appointment  of  the  permanent 
head  of  the  Agricultural  Department? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

3464.  Chairman.]  Parliament  might  appoint  a  man  against  the 
wishes  of  the  Government  with  wdioni  such  a  man  would  have  to 
work? — I  take  it  if  a])pointed  by  I'arliament  he  is  appointed  by 
Government,  l)ecause  Government  would  have  a  majority  in  Par- 
liament. 

3465.  The  following  suggestions  and  methods  liave  Ijeen  made 
by  which,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Agricultural  Board,  finan- 
cial assistance  might  be  granted  to  the  agricultural  population,  to 
enaljle  Iheiu  to  develop  tlieir  resources: — («)  By  the  grant  of  loans 
to  the  Divisional  Councils  on  the  security  of  rates,  to  enable  Divi- 
sicmal  Councils  either  to  carry  out  iniblic  works  for  the  advance- 
ment i)f  Ihc  agriculture  in  their  (bstricls,  or  b)  eiiai)ie  Ihem  lo  ad 
vance  money  to  Agricultural  Associations,  or  iiKHvitbial  farmers; 
or  (h)  by  (lie  grant  of  loans,  or  by  conl  ribuling  on  tlie  £  for  C  ])rin- 
ci])le  diiccl  to  Agi'icultiiral  Associations,  or  incMvidual  farmers  ; 
oi'  (r)  by  Die  Government  contril)ut ing  on  the  'C  for  £  ])rincii)le  on 
amounts  raised  by  Divisional  Councils  l)y  means  of  a  special  agri- 
cultural rate  levied  to  promote  the  agricullural  resources  of  the 
district.  What  is  your  opinion  of  these  suggestions? — I  very  much 
doul)l  whellierany  of  these  three  would  be  Inken  any  advantage  of. 

346(i.  Do  vou  lhiid\  that  the  ffinncrs  would  like  some  scheme 
of  hnancial  suppoii? — An  individual  farmer,  \'es.  Of  course,  some 
of  Ihem  have  taken  u])  money  under  Ihe  Irrigalion  Act,  but  ihere 
is  a  good  deal  of  dissatisfaction  aboul  il,  as  Ihere  is  too  jnuch  red 
ta]ie  in  connection  wilh  it. 

3407.  Mr.  .\/>r'i/i(iiiis(>/i.\    Supposing    a    nunil(er    of    farmei's    live 
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along  a  stream,  and  they  were  to  combine  for  the  piirixjse  of  going 
in  for  a  larger  worl<  ot  irrigation,  do  not  you  lliinli  Government 
could  assist  such  a  body? — ^es,  that  would  l)e  for  a  group  of  far- 
mers, not  for  the  community  in  general. 

3468.  You  are  in  favour  of  that? — Yes. 

34G9.  Are  you  a  sheep  farmer? — Yes,  sheep  and  (jstrich. 

3470.  Do  you  supply  meat  to  the  butchers? — Yes. 

3471.  Do  you  And  you  have  a  good  market  for  your  stock  ;-  Yes. 

3472.  And  always' have  had  ?— Yes. 

3473.  You  would  not  suggest  any  improvement  on  the  present 
condition  in  order  to  get  more  in  touch  with  the  public? — As  far 
as  we  are  concernetl,  we  are  all  right,  as  we  are  near  the  railway. 

3474.  Mr.  Ruhidge.]  You  told  us  you  were  in  favour  of  a  group 
01  farmers  receiving  assistance  if  they  wished  to  have  it  for  irriga- 
tion purposes,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  a  number  of  farmers  who 
wished  to  have  it  receiving  assistance  in  regard  to  jackal  fencing? 
--Certainly. 

3475.  in  what  way  should  assistance  be  given — on  the  £  for  £ 
])rinciple,  or  by  Government  advancing  money  at  a  low  rate  of  in- 
interest — I  think  by  Government  advancing  money  at  a  low  rate  of 
interest. 

3476.  But  the  dithculty  may  arise  that  there  may  be  certain 
farmers  whose  farms  would  be  benefited  by  this  fence  but  who 
were  not  in  favour  of  having  this  fencing.  Would  you  compel 
these  farmers  who  are  in  a  minority  to  contribute  their  itro  rata 
share  ? — ^Yes. 

3477.  Mr.  Ro(jcr.-<.]  You  said  in  your  evidence  that  serious  losses 
had  occurred  to  farmers  when  trekking  with  their  stock  to  new 
pastures  owing  to  unreasonable  detentions? — Yes. 

3478.  Do  you  think  if  a  practical  farmer  had  been  at  the  head 
of  the  Department  it  would  have  been  avoided? — There  was  a  prac- 
tical farmer  at  the  head,  but  it  did  not  help. 

3479.  Mr.  Chven-Lewis.]  Are  the  majority  of  the  farms  in  your 
district  bonded? — Yes. 

3480.  The  Commission  wish  to  formulate  a  scheme  under  which 
Government  assistance  can  be  granted  to  farmers  whose  farms  are 
already  mortgaged,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  reproduc- 
tive works ;  but  the  difhculty  is  to  get  security  for  the  Government 
without  infringing  on  the  rights  of  the  mortgagee.  The  sugges- 
tion has  been  made  that  say,  for  instance,  the  Government  advance 
£],000,  to  be  expended  by  a  farmer  in  carrying  out  a  reproductive 
work,  he  would  pay  4^  per  cent,  interest,  and  1^  per  cent.  Sinking 
Fund,  which  would  amount  to  £60  a  year,  but  in  thirty-two  years 
both  interest  and  ca})ital  would  be  paid  off.  Do  you  thiidv  the 
rights  of  the  mortgagee  would  be  infringed  if  this  £60  were  for 
(hvity-two  years  to  liecome  a  hrst  charge  on  the  land  like  a  quit- 
rent,  so  that  if  the  farm  were  sold,  or  changed  hands,  it  would  have 
this  charge  upon  it? — I  think  the  mortgagee  would  object. 

3481.  Do  not  you  think  that  this  £1,000,  being  used  for  repro- 
ductive work  on  the  farm,  would  increase  its  value  ? — Yes.  Of 
course,  the  mortgagee  could  always  protect  himself  by  calling  u]) 
his  i)ond  if  he  thought  his  rights  were  going  to  be  infringed. 

3482.  If  he  did  that,  would  there  not  be  plenty  of  other  people 
willing  to  come  forward  to  lend  the  money? — Yes,  unless  they  were 
going  to  place  such  a  ])urden  on  the  land  that  they  would  not  be 
able  to  advance  the  same  amount  on  it. 

3483.  Take  the  case  of  a  farm  worth  £3,000,  which  is  mortgaged 


346 

for  £2,000.  Tlif  Government  advance  £1,000  for  the  |nirpose  of 
erecting  a  clam,  and  in  return  for  tiiat  tliey  secure  a  first  cliarge  of 
£00  a  year  for  thirty-two  year.s.  The  construction  of  the  dam  would 
naturally  improve  the  value  of  the  land.  Do  you  think,  if  the 
morlgagee  called  up  his  bond,  that  the  farmer  would  find  any  dilli- 
culty  in  getting  some  other  person  to  take  up  a  mortgage? — It 
would  all  depend  on  the  money  market,  and  one  tiling  and  another, 
but  I  do  not  think  the  mere  fact  of  that  scheme  would  prejudice  it 
in  any  way. 

3484.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  At  present  the  Law  provides  that  under 
particular  circumstances  a  Water  Board  can  be  constituted  for  the 
jiurpuse  of  levying  a  rate  for  irrigation  worlds.  Supposing  a  group 
of  farmers  come  togetlTer  for  the  jmrpose  of  having  an  irrigation 
work  constructed,  do  you  think  that  the  same  tiling  might  be  done 
ill  the  case  of  individuals  instead  of  a  groujj  of  men? — Yes,  I  would 
be  in  favour  of  that. 

William  Rubcri  Suutlwij,  examined. 

o4S5.  ('/lairincn.]  Where  are  you  farming? — In  the  Middelburg 
District. 

3486.  You  are  the  man  who  made  use  of  flood-water? — Yes. 

3487.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  reiiresentative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
2)olitics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony;  the  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be  (1)  to  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — The  idea  is  a  very 
good  one,  but  the  difficulty  I  see  is  the  political  question.  If  you 
could  tell  me  how  to  keep  out  this  political  question,  I  will  fall  in 
with  your  view^s,  otherwise  I  cannot. 

3488.  Would  you  not  try  to  do  something  for  the  country,  even 
taking  the  political  question  into  consideration  ?— Yes,  but  I  cannot 
look  at  it  in  that  way. 

3489.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  Local  Committees  of  Agri- 
cnlfure  in  flic  different  Fiscal  Divisions  ? — Yes,  if  politics  do  not 
iiiterfei'e. 

3490.  Do  you  not  think,  if  the  Civil  Commissioner  is  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  that  he  would  be  able  to  keep  politics  out  of  it? 
•--No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

3491.  Would  you  suggest  something  wdiich  coukl  be  done? — I 
am  more  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  exi)erienced  practical  farmers 
appointed  by  the  Farmers'  Associations  where  you  have  them,  and 
whore  you  have  none,  I  Avould  have  them  ap[)ointed  ))v  the  Civil 
Commissioner  of  that  district — a  Board  of  experienced  farmers  to 
consult  with  the  head  of  the  Agrictdtural  Department.  That  is  the 
only  way  in  which  I  thinlv  we  could  do  any  good  at  all  to  get  in 
the  thin  edge  of  the  w^edge,  and  to  keep  politics  out  as  much  as 
])ossible. 

34-92.  You  know  llial  politics  are  introducfil  in  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciations also? — Yes,  hnl  they  need  nol  \h\  because  these  Farmers' 
i'vssociations  are  govri'iied  by  ourselves. 

349:5.  Dow  would  \()n  try  to  keej)  ])olitics  out  of  it? — I  am  un 
al)le  to  tell  von  thai,  luil  llial  is  llic  nearest  approach  towards  that 
end  that  T  can  think  of. 

3493a.  In  ))rinciple  you  are  in  favour  of  this  scheme?-  Yes.  In 
any  other  country  where  there  are  not  these  two  political  parties, 
it  would  answer,!  think. 
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o4y4.  Mr.  Blaine]  Vou  know  lliat  in  many  districts  there  is  a 
class  of  fanner  with  whom  it  is  very  dillicull  for  any  AgricuUural 
Department  U>  come  in  contact.  Do  not  you  think  you  could  in- 
fluence tliesc^  farmers  in  some  way  f— Do  you  meriii  wliethor  we 
couUl  infhienee  (he  Jiond  farmers  to  act  with  us  witliout  bringing 
politics  into  llie  (question  f 

3495.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  liave  in  many  districts  a  class 
of  farnuu-  wlio  lak(>s  absolutely  no  interest,  and  Jiever  corresponds 
with  the  Agricultural  Departmeid.  Now,  do  you  not  think  if  you 
had  Local  Committees  you  would  interest  these  farmers  more?— 
Who  is  going  to  appoint  these  Committees^ 

o49(i.  It  has  been  suggested  that  they  might  be  selected  in  each 
Field-cornetcy  by  the  landowners? — But  take  the  bulk  of  the  land- 
owners, they  are  a  very  strong  political  party,  and  that  political 
party  will  have  to  select  these  men.  Will  they  sek'ct  the  right  man, 
who  will  act  for  the  good  of  their  country  instead  of  acting  for 
political  purposes? 

3497.  I  take  it  you  think  the  Local  Committees  will  be  a  dan- 
ger?— Yes,  and  a  fadure. 

3498.  Therefore  you  do  not  approve  of  them?— No,  under  cer- 
tain conditions. 

3499.  How  do  you  propose  to  get  at  these  very  backward  far- 
mers of  the  country? — Let  us  go  on  ahead,  and  try  to  get  them  to 
follow  on  afterwards  in  some  way.  Let  us  get  in  the  thin  end  of 
*he  wedge. 

3500.  Your  idea  is  simply  to  confine  tlie  whole  thing  to  a  Board 
of  Agriculture? — Yes. 

350L  For  the  selection  of  that  Board,  you  suggest  Farmers' 
Associations  ? — Yes. 

3507.  But  is  it  not  a  fact  that  Farmers"  Associations  at  preseid 
an   reall}'  political  organisations? — Not  necessarily. 

3503.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  in  practice  they  have  been? — In 
our  Farmers'  Association  we  have  always  tried  to  keep  politics  out. 

3504.  But  take  them  as  a  whole,  they  are  political  organisa- 
tions?— At  the  same  time  they  woidtl  not  put  aside  the  good  of  the 
country  for  politics. 

3504a.  Suppose  you  trietl  to  build  up  your  Board  from  the 
existing  Agricultural  Associations,  would  that  not  create  a  pre- 
judice in  the  minds  of  these  people  against  your  Board? — Yes,  very 
likely,  but  you  cannot  help  that. 

3505.  You  do  not  think  adopting  some  new  scheme  altogether, 
and  getting  away  from  this  idea  of  party  politics,  would  be  more 
successful? — If  you  are  going  to  tell  me  how'  you  are  to  get  away 
from  party  politics,  I  would  be  glad  to  agree  with  you,  Ijut  I  have 
been  thinking  over  the  matter  for  several  days,  and  cannot  see  how 
you  are  going  to  do  it. 

3506.  iMr.  Riibidge.]  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  Agricultural 
Society,  the  Farmers'  Associations,  and  the  Bond  should  nominate 
a  Board  of  nine  members;  would  you  be  in  favour  of  an  election 
of  that  kind? — That  might  be  worth  trying. 

3507.  Supposing  you  had  an  election  for  these  Local  Commit- 
tees in  your  district,  do  you  think  you  would  get  the  right  men 
elected? — I  am  certain  we  would  not. 

3508.  Mr.  Abrahamso7i.]  Y^our  great  objection,  I  take  it,  is  that 
politics  will  be  introduced  in  the  election  of  these  men? — Yes. 

3509.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that,  as  far  as  the  Afrikander  Bond  is  con- 
cerned, in  farming  matters  to  a  very  great  extent  there  is  verj' 
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little  difference  Ijetween  their  ideas  and  the  ideas  of  farmers  be- 
longing to  another  party  ?  Take  your  district,  for  instance.  Is 
there  very  much  difference  between  one  section  belonging  to  one 
j'j.rty  and  another? — Yes,  there  is  a  difference. 

3510.  In  what  way? — You  saw  what  occurred  at  the  Scab  Con- 
ference at  Beaufort  West. 

3511.  That  may  be  a  diversity  of  opinion,  as  to  which  is  the 
better  way  to  w^ork,  but  so  far  as  the  interests  of  the  country  are 
concerned,  are  farmers  not  agreed  on  broad  lines  that  what  is  good 
lor  one  farmer  is  good  for  another? — If  you  could  choose  the  right 
Tuen  it  would  be  all  right. 

3512.  Why  should  politics  interfere  in  a  question  of  this  kind, 
which  only  deals  with  farmers? — It  has  interfered  in  the  past  and 
may  again. 

3513.  How  has  it  interfered  with  regard  to  the  farmers'  inte- 
rests?— I  find  that  we  are  never  of  the  same  opinion  and  the  same 
mind  as  the  other  party. 

3514.  But  you  would  not  exclude  them  from  having  a  say? — 
No,  but  the  thing  is  not  going  to  answer. 

3515.  You  say  Farmers'  Associations  should  be  the  people  who 
sliould  select  the  Board.  How  are  you  going  to  do  that  with  fair- 
ness to  the  people  who  do  not  belong  to  Farmers'  Associations? — 
They  can  belong  to  them  if  they  wish  to.  The  very  reason  that  so 
few  join  shows  they  take  no  interest  in  the  farming  of  the  count^^^ 

351(5.  Might  they  not  [)roperly  say  they  have  a  Farmers'  Asso- 
liation  in  the  Afrikander  Bond? — They  do  not  join  us  in  all  these 
matters  as  they  ought  to. 

3517.  Why  do  you  not  join  them  { — Simply  because  we  have  our 
Farmers'  Association. 

3518.  You  say  you  are  going  to  leave  it  to  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions, but  could  you  do  that  with  any  degree  of  fairness  to  districts 
where  there  are  no  Farmers'  Associations,  or  would  you  force  them 
to  join  a  Farmers'  Association? — No,  rather  than  use  force,  I  would 
leave  the  whole  thing  alone. 

3519.  Will  you  not  rather  just  simply  take  a  man  who  is  a  far- 
mer and  occui)ier  of  land,  and  not  jjay  any  attention  to  his  |)olitics 
at  all,  and  allow  him  to  vote  for  the  members  ? — I  would  in  any 
other  district  but  Middelburg. 

3520.  Mr.  Oiwen-Lewis.]  You  would  entirely  agree  with  the 
scheme  if  you  thought  it  was  possible  to  exclude  politics? — If  every 
man  who  is  elected  would  work  for  the  good  of  the  countiy,  and 
put  politics  on  one  side,'  1  would  l)e  in  favour  of  11. 

3521.  You  think  political  influence  would  i)redominale  in  the 
elections? — Yes,  and  Ihe  pioper  men  would  not  l)e  elected. 

3522.  In  a  I'.oiid  (UsIricI  they  would  elect  nobody  but  Bonds- 
men ?—  Yes. 

3523.  But,  assuming  llu'  men  in  ;i  dislricl  were  all  Bondsmen, 
would  Ihey  not  elect  liic  best  farnjers? — No,  they  would  not.  They 
would  elect  the  men  who  would  do  h-ast  and  so  trouble  them  least. 

3524.  l)<i  you  believe  in  th(>  permanent  head  of  Ihe  Agricultural 
Department  being  a  scieiililic  man  li'ained  in  agriculture? — He 
must  he  a  practical  man  and  a  commonsense  man;  common- 
sense  and  practical  knowledge  before  anything  else;  the  other  can 
come  afterwards. 

3525.  Tie  must  liave  some  practical  expei'ience  in  agricullure? 
-—Yes,  and  he  should  have  a  general  knowledge  of  the  country  and 
the  farmers  living  in  the  counlrv. 
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352G.  Ho  should  he  in  toucii  willi  tlic  fanners? — Yes,  and  very 
stronfjly  in  touch  with  them  too. 

3527.  Mr.  Oosthtiisen.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  there  bein" 
some  plumping  system  in  the  election  of  Local  Committ(!es,  that 
should  give  the  minority  a  chance  to  get  in  n  man  of  a  difTerent 
party? — I  do  not  think  it  would  make  iiuicli  diffei'ence  in  our  dis- 
trict. 

3528.  Even  if  you  had  three  votes? — I  think  they  would  work 
the  oracle  some  way  or  another  to  gain  their  ends.  I  have  l)een 
living  in  the  Middelburg  district  for  over  thirty  years,  and  1  con- 
sider I  am  disfranchised,  and  have  no  vote. 

3529.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Local  Committees  elect- 
ino'  half  the  memi)ers  of  the  Board  and  the  Government  nominat- 
ing the  other  half? — As  long  as  you  can  convince  me  it  is  tlie  right 
(jovernment. 

3530.  Would  you  l)e  in  favour  of  the  present  Government 
nominating  half  the  members? — Yes. 

353L  You  think  a  Board  like  that  might  do  a  great  deal  of 
good  ? — Yes.  Certainly  at  present  we  are  not  in  touch  wiih  the 
Agricultural  Department. 

3532.  Has  the  Govei-nment  done  much  experimental  wojk  in 
\our  districts — They  have  s]ient  a  lot  of  money  and  done  a  lot  of 
harm.  [Here  I  was  alluding  to  the  District  of  Steynsburg,  where  I 
have  several  farms.  Monev  squandered  with  the  Upper  Stevns- 
burg  and  Thebus  Schemes.— W.11.8.] 

3533.  Have  they  supplied  you  with  any  seeds? — Yes,  as  much 
ai  we  like,  but,  unfortunately,  we  have  had  such  dry  seasons  that 
we  have  not  been  able  to  try  them. 

3534.  Mr.  Blaine.]  In  connection  with  this  Board,  would  you 
give  it  any  executive  powers,  or  would  it  be  only  advisory? — Only 
advisory. 

3535.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  farmers  with 
different  political  opinions  ])eing  l)rought  together  to  discuss  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country? — Yes,  certainly.  I  have  more 
friends  amongst  the  Dutch  than  T  have  amongst  the  English. 

3536.  Mr.  Owen-Lew  is  ?\  Certain  suggestions  have  been  offered  to 
the  Commission  with  regard  to  methods  by  which  financial  assist- 
ance might  be  granted  to  the  agricultural  population  to  enable 
them  to  develop  their  resources  What  is  your  opinion?--!  believe 
in  helping  the  man  who  tries  to  help  himself,  and  if  it  can  be 
shown  and  proved  that  the  man  really  requires  assistance,  I  should 
br  in  favour  of  the  Government  coming  forw^ard  and  helping  him 
on  the  £  for  £  principle. 

3537.  Would  the  Government  assistance  be  in  the  form  of  a  con- 
tribution or  a  loan?— A  loan,  on  as  easy  terms  as  possible. 

3538.  You  would  rather  the  Government  deal  with  individual 
farmers  than  through  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  district  ?— I 
would  kick  everv  Divisional  Council  out  of  the  country  to-morrow. 
They  are  a  lot  of  spendthrifts  and  Avasters  from  what  T  have  had 
to  do  with  them. 

3539.  Are  most  of  the  farms  in  your  district  l)onde(l?— T  believe 

they  are. 

3540.  The  farmer  whose  land  is  already  mortgaged  at  the  pre- 
sent lime  would  find  it  verv  difficult  to  raise  monev  to  carry  out 
r(>productive  works  on  his  farm?— I  am  afraid  he  would  if  he  went 
lo  anv  private  bod  v. 

3541.  On  account  of  the  existing  mortgages?— Yes. 
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3542.  It  has  ])eeii  suggesled  Ihait  (Jovernmenl  should  grant 
money  to  farmers  to  carry  out  reproductive  works  on  their  farms 
and  that  the  farmers  in  return  for  this  amount  should  have  a 
charge  placed  on  their  farms — something  in  the  way  of  a  quitrent. 
Say,  for  instance,  the  Government  advance  £1,000  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  dam.  The  interest  would  be  4^  per  cent,  and  Sinking 
Fund  1\  per  cent.,  making  6  per  cent,  altogether  which  the  farmer 
Vv^ould  have  to  pay  for  32  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he 
Mould  have  paid  off  principal  and  interest.  The  suggestion  is  that 
the  Government  should  take  a  first  charge  on  that  property  for 
£60  for  32  years,  and  the  farm,  if  it  changed  hands,  would  (lo  so 
subject  to  this  charge.  Supposing  the  mortgagee  were  to  foreclose 
on  this  account,  do  you  think  that  the  farmer  would  have  any 
diflficulty  in  getting  other  ]:)eople  to  lend  him  the  money,  seeing 
that  the  value  of  the  farm  Avould  increase  owing  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  dam? — That  all  depends  on  how  it  is  being  done  and 
how  it  is  going  to  im^n'ove  and  increase  the  value  of  the  property. 
Mind  you,  these  things  are  not  always  a  success. 

3543.  Assuming  that  the  dam  were  properly  constructed,  it 
would  increase  the  value  of  the  farm? — ISTot  always,  because  money 
may  be  thrown  awav.  You  cannot  be  always  sure  Avhat  you  are 
going  to  do  is  going  to  be  a  success. 

3544.  From  your  experience  of  the  Colony  would  vou  not  say 
in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  that  if  a  dam  were  constructed  on  a 
land  it  would  greatly  increase  the  value  of  that  land'— -Yes,  un- 
doubtedly. 

3545.  Far  more  than  the  interest  the  man  Avould  have  to  pav? 
-Yes. 

3546.  You  believe  that  if  the  Government  were  to  carrv  out 
some  scheme  of  granting  financial  assistance  to  farmers  that  it 
would  oj-eatly  benefit  the  communitv?— Certainlv. 

3547.  That  there  are  large  niunbers  of  farmers  who  cannot  im- 
nrove  their  farms  owing  to  the  want  of  capital? — Yes,  in  those  cases 
by  all  means  assist  them. 

3548.  The  monev-lender  will  not  lend  monev  on  account  of 
e^istinf?  mortgage  on  the  farm? — Yes. 

3549.  So  the  onlv  source  throuiib  Avhich  lhe\'  could  get  money 
would  be  the  Government? — ^Yes. 

3550.  Mr.  Onftfhvism.']  Do  vou  think  that  a  local  bodv  in  the 
district  would  be  the  means  of  the  farmers  making  more  use  of 
the  Trrit'-ation  Act  than  they  do  at  present? -Yes,  it  is  possible  that 
thev  would. 

3551.  rjiairmati.']  .\re  vou  in  favour  of  laro^e  or  small  irrigation 
schemes?-   "Both,  if  nracticable. 

3552.  Mr.  Omen?,  What  is  vour  reason  for  \vishing  the  Govern- 
ment to  contribute  onlv  half  of  the  eost  of  works  as  n  loan?  For 
the  sitnolc  reason  that  it  is  busitiessliko.  T  thinlc  the  owner  would 
IK  rhans  fake  more  interest  in  the  work'  if  he  contribuliMl  half  the 
erisf  and  would  not  be  so  readv  to  go  in  for  a  big  scheni(>  where  he 
could  waste  monev. 

3553.  Mr.  Rvhidar^  You  are  in  favour  of  irrigation  schemes. 
Wr)uld  voM  annlv  that  ('f|uall\-  to  fcncingT-— rcrtainh',  that  is  quite 
as  necessarv  as  Avater. 

3554    Would  vou  cnttliibnlc  .'mxtbing  lowards  rcclaimitv  the 
f'rormd  through  farms  gone  to  rael<  ;nid  ruin  bv  shutting  up  sluits' 
Y<"-    that  is  a  verv  necessarv  thing. 

3554.  A  question   arises  in   connection   with    fencing  that    if  a 
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corlain  niiinbcv  of  farmers  decide!  lo  fc^iiee  llieii'  lioiindaricis,  and  a 
tew  farmers  who  will  heiielil  l)y  this  fence  object,  would  you  com- 
pel them  to  contribute  their  p?'o  rata  share  of  the  cost  of  erecting 
the  fence? — It  would  Ix^  hard  if  I  hey  were  not  sheep-farmers,  but  at 
the  same  time  I  think  they  should  join  for  the  sake  of  the  larger 
number. 

3555.  Mr.  Abra/iam,son.]  Are  you  acquainted  wilh  tlu;  ])resent 
Irrigation  Acts  with  regard  to  loans? — No. 

3556.  As  a  matter  of  fact  any  ])rivate  individual  can  now  get 
a  loan  from  Government  to  the  amount  of  two-thirds  of  the  value  of 
his  farm,  but  the  Government  must  have  a  first  mortgage;  Init 
tliere  is  also  an  Act  by  which  a  number  of  farmers  living  along  a 
stream  could  combine  and  then  the  Government  would  nominate 
a  Water  Board  which  would  have  the  right  of  levying  a  rate  on 
those  [)ai'ticulai'  people,  and  that  rate  has  to  be  devoted  to  paying 
the  interest  on  the  loan.  Do  3'ou  think  it  would  l)e  a  good  thing  if 
that  could  be  extended  so  as  lo  a])pl\'  lo  individuals?--7es,  T  v^'ould 
be  in  favour  of  that. 

3557.  You  are  living  on  a  stream? — Yes. 

3558.  And  you  have  dammed  this  stream? — Yes,  when  it  runs. 

3559.  Are  there  any  other  people  along  that  stream  who  col- 
lectively or  individually  have  done  anything? — Yes. 

3560.  Has  it  been  done  nt  all  with  (iovei'iuuenl  aid  ^  No,  all 
b\'  i>rivate  enterprise. 

3561.  They  are  well-lodo  peO])le  moslly  who  li\'e  aloiii;  lh;d 
stream? — Yes. 

3562.  I  sup]iose  there  are  many  oilier  spots  in  adjacent  dis- 
tricts similarly  situated  where  financial  help  of  that  description 
Mould  be  an  advantage-? — Yes. 

3563.  And  you  are  in  favour  of  somellung  of  that  kind  being 
done  ? — Yes. 

3564.  Mr.  Rvhidge.]  You  say  all  the  people  living  along  that 
stream  are  Well-to-do.  Were  they  well-to  do  before  you  got  there? 
— I  was  not. 

3565.  It  was  the  irrigation  works  Ihal  mtide  the  whole  of  that 
valley  a  success? — Yes,  it  more  than  doubl-d  Ihe  value  of  the  farms 
there. 

3566.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.']  Have  you  experienced  any  difficulty 
with  the  Im'gation  and  Water  Act's? — Yes,  I  have  had  a  great  many 
difficulties  in  regard  to  water  rights. 

3567.  Do  you  think  there  are  any  alterations  necessary  in  the 
Acts  with  regard  to  flood  water  for  instance? — You  can  make  no 
law  for  flood  water. 

Gerrit  Thomas  Fprrrira,  examined. 

3567.  Chairman^  We  understand  you  are  a  farmer  ? — Yes,  I 
am  engaged  in  pastoral  and  agricultural  farming  in  the  Graaff- 
Reinet  district. 

3568.  You  know  that  the  object  of  this  Oommission  is,  amongst 
other  things,  to  ap])oint  Local  Committees  of  farmers  in  the  Fiscal 
Divisions  of  the  Colony,  a  Council,  and  a  Board  of  Agriculfur(>,  so 
that  if  possible  the  Department  of  Agriculture  mav  be  efficiently 
re  organised,  and  the  farming  communitv  be  brought  into  closer 
touch  with  that  Department.  What  is  your  opinion  of  these  pro- 
posals?—! am  in  a  sense  favourable  to  such  a  scheme,  and  T  observe 
thai  the  Commission  does  not  like  the  idea  of  politics  being  intro- 
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diicecl  into  any  movement  of  the  kind.  I  quite  ajiprove,  but  see  a 
danger  that  the  right  people  may  not  be  elected.  However,  I  am 
very  much  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  electing  these  Committees 
and  also  a  Council  of  Agriculture. 

3569.  Being  in  favour  of  these  Local  Committees  of  Agricul- 
ture, do  you  think  that  such  bodies  would  he  of  use  in  bringing  the 
Government  and  the  farmers  more  info  touch  wilh  each  other? — 
Yes;  still  I  see  some  difficulty. 

3570.  As  you  seem  to  Ije  in  favour  of  the  ]M'incii)l('  proposed  to 
be  adopted,  can  you  suggest  some  scheme  by  which  any  dilhculty 
can  be  overcome? — No;  I  have  thought  over  the  matter  well,  ))ut 
I  do  not  see  my  way  to  suggest  anvthing. 

3571.  If  a  Local  Committee  were  elected  in  each  District,  would 
that  body  not  have  the  farming  interests  of  that  particular  locality 
at  heart,  and  would  it  matter  to  which  i)()litical  party  they  be- 
longed?— Political  feeling  runs  so  high  in  the  country  that  the 
right  people  might  not  be  elected. 

3572.  Do  you  think  that  politics  would  interfere  to  such  an  ex- 
tent with  the  discussion  of  matters  intended  to  benefit  a  District, 
that  any  schemes  of  improvement  would  not  be  carried  out? — Yes, 
T  think  that  is  possible. 

3573.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  country,  and  es])ecially  the  farming  industry,  if 
the  agricultural  community  could  be  brought  into  closer  touch, 
whether  they  be  Bond  or  Progressive? — I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
good  thing  indeed  if  the  farmers  of  both  political  ]:)arties  coidd  be 
so  l)rought  together. 

3574.  It  is  proposed  that  the  Council  of  Agriculture  should 
have  one  re]iresentative  from  each  District,  no  matter  whether  one 
District  might  select  a  Bondsman  and  another  District  should 
choose  a  Progressive.  How  do  you  think  that  would  work? — My 
onlv  answer  is  that  I  see  a  difficulty  witli  regard  to  the  constitution 
of  the  Local  Committees. 

3575.  Can  you  suggest  any  method  1iv  which  these  elections 
should  take  place? — No,  I  cannot  go  into  the  question. 

3576.  Do  you  think  the  Divisional  Councils  would  be  good 
l)odies  to  take  this  matter  in  hand? — I  do  not. 

3577.  Do  you  think  the  landowners  shoidd  he  the  peo])le  to 
undertake  the  election? — Yes,  the  landowners  would  be  tlie  people, 
provided  you  could  depend  ujion  Ihe  rigid  men  being  selected. 

3578.  Of  course  we  cannot  always  say  we  are  doing  the  right 
thing,  but  in  i)rinciple  would  you  l)e  in  favour  of  doing  something 
by  way  of  reforming  the  present  stab'  of  affairs? — Yes,  something 
must  be  done.  T  have  taken  the  trouble  (o  come  lo  this  Commis- 
sion all  the  way  from  Craaff-Reinet,  and  I  wish  lo  l)i>  vim'v  careful 
so  that  T  shall  not  recommend  the  wrong  thing. 

3579.  Then  can  you  suggest  anvthing? — No,  I  cannot  come  to 
th(  point  of  making  up  my  mind.  I  am  onlv  a  farmer,  and  do  not 
very  often  come  in  conlaci  willi  people  who,  perha])s,  migld  bo 
able  to  judge  of  these  things  better  llian  I  can. 

351-iO.  Bid  \'ou  feel  assuHMl  that  ther"  is  an  urg(Mil  necessilv  for 
doing  something  in  Ihe  direclioii  of  icfonn  and  reorganisation? — 
Yes,  that  I  feel  to  ])e  a  crreat  necessity. 

3581.  I\Ir.  Ow(m-Lewis?\  Yoii  a]~>pea)'  io  be  afraid  Ihal  i)o1ilics 
will  be  inlrodueed? — That  is  my  grealesi  dinicuUv;  olherwise  T  am 
quite  of  the  opinion  that  these  proposals  are  worlhv  of  approval. 

3582.  Do  vou  nol   Ihinls  Ihal   if  these     Local     Commitfees  met 
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under  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Civil  Commissioner,  and  thai  as 
the  farmers  of  English  and  of  Dutch  descent  came  to  know  one 
another  better.  i)olilies  would  drop  ouf  of  Iheir  deliheratioiis?— No, 
I  am  positive  that  [)olitical  feeling  is  not  going  to  he  speedily 
removed. 

358;].  Do  you  not  think  that  the  existence  of  these  Local  Com- 
mittees wouki  tend  to  allay  that  feelhig? — No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

3584.  Mr.  Abrahcmison.]  Do  you  not  think  that,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  worth  while  trying  to  do  something  towards  bet- 
tering the  existing  state  of  affairs' — I  certainly  think  something 
should  be  done. 

3585.  Why  do  you  think  that  politics  should  do  so  much  harm 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  seeing  that  in  farming  matters  it  should 
surely  make  no  difference  whether  a  man  is  a  Bondsman  or  a  J^ro- 
gressive?  The  interests  of  meml)ers  of  both  parties  are  identical, 
are  they  not? — Yes,  that  is  very  true,  l)ut  I  am  afraid  if  it  is  to  be 
done  through  Local  Committees,  and  then  through  the  Agricul- 
tural Council  and  then  through  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  you  may 
not  get  the  right  men.  For  many  reasons,  however,  I  consider  it  of 
great  niiportance  that  a  scheme  of  luis  kind  should  have  a  fair  trial. 
If  it  were  not  for  my  fear  of  the  political  factor,  I  would  be  very  much 
in  favour  of  the  scheme  as  suggested. 

3586.  Mr.  Rnhidge.]  Are  you  speaking  from  personal  experience 
of  your  District  only  ? — Yes. 

358/.  Do  3"ou  think  the  same  feeling  occurs  all  over  the  Colony? 
— I  cannot  say,  as  I  am  not  very  well  acquainted  with  other  parts 
of  the  Colony. 

3588.  Mr.  Oosthnisen.]  What  can  be  done  in  your  District,  in 
order  to  help  forward  the  farming  interests?  What  are  the  special 
wants  of  the  farmers? — The  person  who  can  bring  water  into  these 
dry  Districts  is  really  doing  the  duty  of  a  lifetime,  should  he  suc- 
ceed in  doing  so. 

3589.  Then  admitting  that  the  Government  should  do  more 
towards  increasing  the  supply  of  water  in  many  districts  which 
suffer  seriously  from  drought,  what  do  you  think  would  be  the  best 
way  of  securing  Government  assistance  in  regard  to  this  matter ?^ — 
I  think  the  Government  should  grant  loans  on  the  £  for  £  principle, 
and  also  give  assistance  with  water-bores,  making  these  as  cheap 
as  possible. 

3590.  Do  you  know^  of  many  people  who  have  gone  in  for  loans 
from  the  Government  for  this  purpose  ? — No  one  has  done  so,  as  far 
as  I  know. 

3591.  To  what  do  you  ascribe  the  fact  that  people  have  not 
approached  the  Government  for  assistance  in  this  respect  ? — I  think 
it  must  be  the  same  with  others  as  it  is  with  me.  We  do  not  know 
the  Agricultural  Department. 

3592.  Do  you  not  think  if  there  were  a  Local  Committee  to  act 
as  an  intermediary  l)etween  the  farmers  and  the  Department,  in 
order  to  grant  assistance  of  this  kind,  the  latter  would  make  more 
use  of  such  opportunities? — Yes,  T  think  so. 

Herhert  Joseph  Collett,  examined. 

3593.  Chairman.]  What  position  do  you  hold? — T  am  a  farmer 
in  the  Cradock  district. 

3593a.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  proposal  to 
aj)point  Local  Committees,  a  Council,  and  a  Board  of  Agriculture, 
for  the  ])urpose    of    promoting    the    agricultural    interests  of  the 
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Colony,  and  bringing  the  farmers  more  in  touch  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture? — I  am  inclined  to  think  this  scheme  is  rather 
too  complieatt'd.  I  think  the  Local  Committees  should  be  elected 
out  of  the  Fanners'  Associations,  and  these  Committees  should 
work  with  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  thus  doing  away  with  the 
Council  of  Agriculture;  it  would  simplify  matters  very  much. 

3594.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Do  you  not  approve  of  the  idea  of  sending  a 
delegate  from  each  District  to  a  Central  Council  of  Agriculture? — 
I  approve  of  all  the  various  Districts  being  represented. 

3595.  Do  you  mean  represented  on  the  Board  of  Agriculture? — 
Yes,  to  work  "more  directly  with  the  Farmers'  Associations.  If 
Local  Committees  were  elected  through  the  Farmers'  Associations 
tlitsc-  Committees  could  communicate  with  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture. That  Board  should  be  elected  from  the  Local  Committees, 
say  one  from  each  Legislative  Council  Circle,  that  is,  appointed  by 
the  Joint  Committees  of  the  several  Districts  in  each  Circle,  those 
Selected  to  represent  all  the  various  Districts  in  each  Circle. 

3596.  But  are  you  not  aware  that  there  are  many  districts  in 
the  Colony  Avhere  no  Farmers'  Association  exists? — Yes,  but  this 
pro]30sal  would,  I  think,  encourage  the  establishment  of  these  Asso- 
ciations. 

3597.  Do  you  think  that,  if  your  suggestion  were  adopted,  the 
farmers  would  readily  form  themselves  into  Farmers'  Associations 
in  those  Districts  where  thev  have  not  already  done  so? — Yes,  I 
think  so  ;  and,  of  course,  if  there  were  no  Farmers'  Association 
formed,  the  Magistrate  could  call  a  meeting  of  landowners  and 
tenant  farmers  and  let  them  elect. 

3598.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  these  elec- 
tions held  on  some  uniform  basis  throughout  the  country?— I  do 
not  think  that  is  necessary. 

3599.  Do  I  understand  you  disapprove  of  the  idea  of  having  a 
large  Council  of  Agriculture  between  the  Local  Committees  and  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  ? — Yes,  because  in  my  opinion  it  makes  the 
scheme  too  complicated. 

3600.  We  have  a  similar  body  in  the  Farmers'  Congress.  Have 
von  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  that  organisation? — Not 
much. 

360L  You  do  not  know  that  it  has  been  found  cumbersome? — 
T  think  it  would  be  better  if  the  District  Committees  worked 
directly  with  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  throuoh  the  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciations, without  any  large  Council  between  them. 

3602.  Mr.  Rnh'df/c.l  Do  vou  not  think  the  Council  of  Agricul- 
ture would  take  the  place  of  the  present  Central  Farmers'  x\ssocia- 
tion.  and  would  discuss  all  agricultural  matters  broadly  and  prac- 
ficallv  for  the  good  of  the  countiy? — Yes,  it  might,  but  T  can  only 
repeat  that  it  seems  to  complicate  things,  this  working  from  one  to 
the  other;  there  is  too  much  machinery  about  it. 

3603.  How  then  would  vou  nominate  vour  Advisorv  Board  of 
Aqricnlture?  Sunposiniif  there  are  eigbt  Districts  in  each  Lesfisla- 
tive  Council  Circle,  of  which  there  are  nine,  and  that  eight  Local 
Committees  arc  formed  to  represont  these  eight  Districts  in  each 
Circle;  T  wonld  have  one  member  elected  fi-om  each  Local  Com- 
mittee. 

3604.  Would  that  not  be  as  complicated  a  scheme — as  large 
machinerv?-  No.  For  the  Board  there  would  Ite  one  member  out 
of  each  Circle,  and  there  are  onlv  nine  Circles. 

3605.  By  what  machincv)-  would  vmi  {-lor-t  one  meml)er  of  the 
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Board  of  Agriculture  in  each  Circle  ?— Through  tlie  Joint  Commit- 
tees of  the  different  Districts  in  each  Circle.  As  I  have  explained, 
I  think  the  Fanners'  Associations  should  elect  the  Local  Commit- 
tees, and  where  there  are  no  Farmers'  Associations,  let  the  Magis- 
trate call  a  meeting  of  landowners.  I  think  thai  would  facilitate 
the  fornuition  of  Farmers'  Associations. 

3600.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  I  think  you  are  Chairman  of  the  Cra- 
dock  Farmers'  Association? — Yes. 

3607.  Does  your  membership  consist  of  farmers  of  all  political 
parties? — Yes,  but  our  Association  is  not  a  political  body. 

3608.  As  a  matter  of  fact  have  you  a  large  number  of  Dutch 
farmers  in  your  Association? — We  have  a  good  many.  But  we 
need  not  necessarily  elect  a  member  of  the  Association  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Agriculture;  the  conditions  would  only  be  that  the  per- 
son elected  must  be  a  landowner  resident  in  the  Circle. 

3609.  Do  you  recognise  that  if  we  are  to  have  Committees  of 
this  kind,  j^ou  would  like  to  give  all  farmers  a  vote  in  the  selection 
of  members?  You  would  not  like  to  exclude  any  farmer  from  the 
right  of  voting? — ^No,  but  if  each  Committee  appointed  one  out  of 
their  number,  that  would  meet  the  case. 

3010.  Would  you  not  be  afraid  that,  by  leaving  it  to  the  Far- 
mers' Associations,  you  would  only  get  a  certain  section  of  the  far- 
mers represented  in  the  selection  of  your  Committees,  whereas,  if 
the  duty  of  election  were  entrusted  to  all  the  landowners  of  the 
District,  you  would  give  everyone  an  equal  chance  of  being  repre- 
sented by  the  men  of  whom  the  majority  approved? — But  any  such 
man  might  not  be  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

3611.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  right  for  that  reason  to  exclude 
any  farmer  having  a  voice  in  the  election? — A  man  may  be  elected 
who  does  not  know  very  much  about  farming. 

3612.  Why? — If  it  were  to  go  by  vote  of  all  the  landowners. 

3613.  Wliy  should  that  be  the  case?  Your  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation are  mostly  farmers,  are  they  not? — Yes. 

3614.  But  are  there  not  a  good  many  farmers  who  are  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Farmers'  Association? — Yes. 

3615.  Why  should  they  not  have  a  voice  in  the  election  of  the 
Local  Committee? — I  am  afraid  of  getting  men  elected  who  are  not 
intimately  acquainted  with  farming,  and  who  would  give  no  prac- 
tical help  in  the  discussion  of  agricultural  matters. 

3616.  Is  that  your  only  reason? — ^Yes.  If  it  goes  to  a  vote  such 
as  YOU  suggest,  a  man  might  be  put  in  who  is  not  much  of  a  farmer, 
and  is  not  very  deeply  interested  in  such  matters. 

3617.  Would  that  not  hold  good  in  all  elections,  even  for  mem- 
bers of  Parliament? — But  in  this  case  we  want  men  specially  quali- 
fied in  agriculture;  not  general  qualifications,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
member  of  Parliament. 

3618.  Why  do  you  think,  that  if  you  give  all  the  landowners  a 
voice  in  this  election,  an  unsatisfactory  man  might  be  chosen? — 
That  need  not  follow  as  a  matter  of  course,  but  it  might  be  the  case. 

3619.  Do  you  think  the  best  men  would  be  selected  if  the  Far- 
mers' Associations  had  this  duty  to  perform? — Not  necessarily. 
Men  outside  the  Farmers'  Associations  might  be  elected. 

3620.  But  the  only  diflticulty  you  see  in  leaving  the  election  to 
the  popular  voice,  that  is,  of  the  landowners  as  a  body,  is  that  you 
might  not  get  the  best  men? — Yes. 

3621.  You  are  of  opinion  that  the  Local  Committees  should 
elect  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  direct?— Yes,  out  of 
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men  residing  in  the  Circle  to  whioli  eacli  respective  Committee  be- 
longs. 

3622.  Instead  of  delegating  it  to  a  Council  of  Agriculture  <— Yes. 

3623.  Do  you  think  the  election  would  be  easier  if  eveiy  dis- 
trict, like  Cradock  for  instance,  instead  of  having  its  Committee  of 
eight  or  nine  men  voting  for  a  member  of  the  Board,  were  to  send 
one  man  out  of  the  district  to  a  central  ])lace,  nnd  let  all  these 
delegates  vote  members  to  the  Board,  thus  forming  a  (Viili'al  Coun- 
cil composed  of  delegates  from  each  T.ocal  or  District  Committee? 
—I  think  so,  perhaps. 

3624.  Would  you  l)e  inclined  to  give  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
great  power,  sucli  as  control  over  the  Departmental  finances,  and 
a  voice  in  the  farming  of  the  Estimates  for  the  Department,  or 
would  you  simplv  have  it  as  an  Advisory  Board?-  I  think-,  I  would 
give  such  a  Board  powers  rather  than  the  Divisional  Councils.  The 
question  is,  how  is  it  done  at  present? 

3628.  Are  you  not  aware  that  at  present  there  is  no  Advisory 
Board,  but  the  Agricultural  Department  just  spend  the  money 
voted  by  Parliament?  Do  you  think  this  proposed  Board  of  Agri- 
culture "should  l)e  consulted  by  the  Department  as  to  what  money 
Parliament  should  be  asked"  to  vote,  and  for  what  purposes?— I 
thin)?,  I  would  give  the  Board  power  to  do  that. 

3626.  Are  you  brought  much  in  contact  with  the  Agricultural 
Department? — I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  am  not. 

3627.  You  never  hear  or  see  much  of  it? — No.  Of  course,  we 
r\id  the  "Agricultural  Journal." 

3628.  Is  that  the  only  medium  by  which  you  know  anything 
of  the  Department  and  its  work? — ^Yes. 

3629.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  are  satisfied  with  that  state  of 
affairs? — I  do  not  think  so-,  they  should  be  more  in  touch  with  the 
Agricultural  Department. 

3630.  Are  there  any  Government  works,  such  as  tree"])lanting, 
going  on  in  your  district? — Yes,  there  is  a  plantation  near  Cradock. 

3631.  Is  that  a  success? — I  do  not  think  so. 

3632.  Has  it  been  in  existence  for  any  length  of  time? — T  think 
for  about  ten  years,  and  I  have  not  seen  any  good  it  has  done  j^et. 

3633.  Have  you  been  on  that  plantation? — No,  but  you  can  see 
it  from  the  railway. 

3634.  Yon  ha\'e  noi  been  asl<c(l  lo  visit  it?- -No;  farmers  look 
upon  it  as  a  white  elephant. 

3635.  What  amount,  do  you  think,  is  ex]:»ended  on  that  planta- 
tion per  annum? — I  should  think'  about  £1,000  a  year. 

3636.  As  far  as  you  can  tell  it  yields  absolutely  no  good  I'esult 
for  I  lie  district? — I  wonld  rather  see  the  Karoo  l)ush  growing  on 
thai  ground  than  this  "  plantation."  The  trees  growing  there 
merelv  consist  of  scrub;  they  cannot  grow  without  water. 

3637.  Is  there  any  desire  amongst  the  farmers  in  your  district 
to  go  in  for  irrigation  works?  Yes,  and  there  are  great  facilities 
for  these. 

3638.  Has  there  been  any  movement  amongst  the  farmers  in 
that  direction? — Yes.  They  have  approached  the  Pnl)lic  Works 
Depaiiiiicnl  (o  senrl  an  engineer  to  examine  a.  site  for  damming 
the  rivr-r;  hut  that  Dei)artment  asked  us  to  take  a  survey  first,  be- 
fore sending  Mr.  Gordon  there.  We  thought  this  was  the  wrong 
way  about.  The  engineer  should  first  see  tlie  site,  and  tell  us  if  it 
is  worth  sui'veying. 

3639.  Were  the  farmers  prejiaivd  to  take  the  matter  u))? — Yes, 
both  the  farmers  and  the  Cradock  Town  Council 


357. 

o640.  Would  thai  be  a  largo  irrigatiuii  work? — Yes. 

3641.  Capable  of  supplying  a  large  Jiumber  of  fanners  ?-- Yes; 
it  would  bring  about  10,0()6  niorgen  of  land  under  irrigation.  The 
site  agreed  lipon  wouki  have  given  the  farmers  a  very  large  quan- 
tity of  water. 

3642.  Up  till  now  tlu'  (Joverinnent  have  taken  no  notice  of  your 
re}>resentations,  further  than  pronusing  you  advice  at  sonic  future 
date? — That  is  so.  Latterly  they  promised  that  Mr.  Gordon  would 
come  down,  but  he  has  not  yet  visited  the  place.  We  were  I'ather 
averse  to  spending  inoney  on  this  scheme  l)efore  it  was  inspected 
by  the  Government  Expert. 

3643.  In  matters  of  this  kind,  do  you  not  think  your  wishes 
would  1)6  more  speedily  advanced  if  you  had  a  Local  Committee 
to  act  as  an  intermediary  between  the  farmers  and  tlu'  Agricul- 
tural Department? — I  tliinlc  so. 

3644.  Mr.  CkveurLcivis.]  How  many  members  have  you  in  the 
Ciadock  Farmers'  Association? — About  eighty. 

3645.  How  many  farmers  do  you  think  there  are  in  the  Cradock 
district? — I  have  no  idea. 

3646.  Is  it  likely  that  more  than  one  out  of  every  ten  farmers 
is  a  member  of  your  Association;' — I  do  not  know  how  many  far- 
mers there  are  in  the  district. 

3647.  At  any  rate,  may  we  not  take  it  that  a  very  large  prop<jr- 
tion  of  the  farmers  in  the  district  have  not  joined  your  Farmers' 
Association!' — Yes,  a  good  many  have  not  joined.  Of  course,  there 
is  the  Distrikts  Bestuur  of  the  Afrikander  JBoml  in  Cradock. 

3648.  Do  the  mendxu-s  of  the  Bond  prefer  their  own  organisa- 
tion, political  or  otherwise,  to  the  Farmers'  Association  ? — Yes, 
although  a  good  many  of  them  have  joined  our  Association. 

3649.  Do  you  agree  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  Far- 
mers' Associations  organised  throughout  the  Colony  ? — I  do,  en- 
tirely. 

3650.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  better  and  sini])ler  plan, 
ami  one  that  would  more  eflftciently  help  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, if  there  were  uniformity  of  organisation  in  all  the  Fiscal 
Divisions  of  the  Colony,  instead  of  having  to  trust  to  a  system  by 
which  we  would  have  a  Fanners'  Association,  as  in  Cradock  with 
its  eighty  members,  electing  the  Local  Conunittee,  and  another 
district,  like  Calvinia,  wdiere  no  Farmers'  Association  exists,  adopt- 
ing a  ('ifferent  method  ? — I  am  not  quite  clear  as  to  that.  The 
Local  Committee  would  really  become  the  Farmers'  Association  if 
elected  by  that  body.  The  Committee  would  be  elected  purely  for 
agricultural  matters.  I  rejieat  that  I  would  rather  have  this  duty 
undertaken  by  the  Farmers'  Associations,  wherever  they  are  estab- 
lished, and  wherever  there  is  no  such  body,  the  Magistrate  of  the 
district  can  take  the  necessary  stejis  to  bring  about  an  election, 

3651.  But  are  there  not  a  large  number  of  people  who  t)elong 
to  a  political  body  like  the  Bond,  and  who  prefer  to  use  that 
organisation  as  a  Farmers'  Association,  instead  of  joining  a 
recognised  body  such  as  yours,  which,  as  you  say,  is  quite  non- 
political?  The  members  of  the  Distrikts  Bestuur  prefer  to  use  their 
own  organisation  rather  than  become  members  of  the  Cradock 
Farmers'  Association  ? — Y'es,  I  think  they  do. 

3652.  And  do  you  not  think  it  would  |)i'oduc(^  fricti<Mj  if  you 
left  thi>  election  of  these  Local  Committees  or  the  B<>ii  rd  of  Agri- 
eulture  lo  the  Farmers"  xYssociation? — I  do  not  think  ao,  Ihere  is 
nothing  to  prevent  thern  joining  cui  Farnicri'  A^icciatioiij  as  a 
non-political  body. 
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o653.  Do  you  not  think  they  would  prefer  the  election  to  be  by 
the  landowners  rather  than  by  the  Farmers'  Association? — I  dare- 
say they  would,  but  then  it  would  again  come  to  a  party  vote. 

3654.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  getting  men  to  serve  on 
these  Local  Committees '. — I  do  not  think  so.  All  these  matters 
coukl  be  discussed  in  the  Associations,  who  would  be  better 
acquainted  with  the  feeling  in  their  district. 

3655.  Do  you  think  the  permanent  head  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  should  be  a  man  of  practical  experience  in  farming, 
or  that  he  need  have  no  special  training  in  agriculture  ? — I  cer- 
tainly think  he  should  have  a  i)ractical  knowledge  of  agriculture. 

3656.  Would  it  be  beneficial  if  he  were  to  come  more  in  touch 
with  the  farming  population? — Yes,  if  he  were  to  go  round  amongst 
the  farmers,  he  would  get  to  know  their  wants,  and  would  be  able 
to  judge  for  himself. 

3657.  Mr.  Oostfmisen.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  some  body  being 
called  into  existence  in  each  district  in  which  both  political  parties 
could  join,  irrespective  of  politics? — Yes. 

3658.  Do  you  think  that  Farmers'  Associations,  as  at  present 
constituted,  are  an  effective  means  of  inducing  men  of  different 
political  convictions  to  come  together  ? — If  the  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions are  strictly  non-political,  I  do  not  see  why  all  farmers  should 
not  be  able  to  join,  even  members  of  the  Bond. 

3659.  But  do  they 'join? — Some  of  them  do. 

3660.  But  not  so  extensively  as  you  would  like  to  see? — No. 

3661.  What  is  the  reason  that  they  do  not  join?  Is  it  merely 
l^rejudice? — I  do  not  know;  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

oo62.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  a  body  to  act  as 
an  intermediary  between  the  Government  and  the  farmers  direct? 
— Yes,  that  would  be  the  Local  Committee. 

3663.  Do  you  think  that  the  farmers  do  not  derive  as  muoh 
benefit  from  the  Agricultural  Department  as  they  would  if  these 
Local  Committees  were  formed  ? — Yes,  the  Local  Committees 
would  work  with  the  Board  and  would  be  more  in  touch  with  tlie 
Department. 

3664.  In  what  way  does  the  Agricultural  Department  assist 
your  district  in  the  direction  of  advancing  agriculture  ? — As  far  as 
I  know  we  get  no  assistance  from  the  Department  in  agricultural 
matters. 

3665.  Chai7'man.]  Do  you  get  any  assistance  in  connection  with 
water-boring ?— Yes,  they  have  been  boring,  but  lately  (he  price  was 
raised,  and  the  fanners  object  to  pay. 

3666.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  Do  you  get  assistance  from  the  Agricultural 
Department  in  connection  with  veterinary  matters,  and  questions 
generally  affecting  live-stock? — No. 

3667.  Is  there  not  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  within  reach  of  you? — 
No;  the  nearest  is,  I  think,  at  Somerset  East,  a  considcu'able  dis- 
tance away. 

3668.  Mr.  Rnhidf/e.]  Was  it  the  Govej'nnunit,  or  the  contractor, 
tiiat  put  up  the  price  for  Ijoring  ? — I  Ijelieve  it  was  the  Govern- 
ment. 

3669.  Mr.  Abr(iham!<()n.~\  Do  1  understand  tliat  wlieri;  there  is  no 
Farmers'  As.sociation,  you  would  allow  the  landowners  to  elect  the 
Local  Committees? — Yes. 

3670.  As  a  matter  of  ])rinciple  you  are  not  at  all  against  the 
landowners  as  a  body  selecting  the  Committees? — No. 

•  3671.  Only  you  do  not  wish  to  go  \y<\i^[  the  Farmers'  Associa- 
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ticns  already   existing;    is   that  so  ? — The   Farmers'  Associations 
ought  to  be  recognised  as  they  are  essentially  agricultural  Ijodies. 

3672.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  By  having  these  Local  Committees  elected, 
do  you  think  it  would  interfere  with  the  good  work  which  the 
Farmers'  Associations  have  been  doing  in  the  past? — No,  1  do  not 
think  so.  The  Local  Committees  would  rather  assist  the  Associa- 
tions in  their  work. 

3673.  Mr.  Abrahamso7i.]  This  Commission  is  desirous  of  ascer- 
taining if  some  scheme  can  be  devised  by  which  the  Government 
could  give  financial  assistance,  either  to  Agricultural  Associations, 
or  to  individual  farmers,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  reproduc- 
tive works,  such  as  dams,  etc.  Have  you  anything  to  suggest  in 
that  direction  ? — If  any  farmer  desires  a"  loan  from  the  Government 
for  such  a  pur]K)se,  the  Local  Committee  would  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  qualified  expert,  and  would  send  m  their  joint  recom- 
mendation to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  if  they  considered  the  pro- 
posal worth  going  into.    If  not,  they  would  report  against  it. 

3674.  You  are  in  favour  of  the  Government  giving  such  assist- 
ance?— Yes. 

3675.  How  should  assistance  be  given — in  the  shape  of  a  loan 
on  the  £  for  £  principle,  or  as  a  bonus? — I  think  the  fairest  way 
would  be  to  lend  the  money  on  the  security  of  the  fann. 

3676.  But  is  it  not  the  case  that  the  majority  of  farmers  in  many 
districts  are  already  mortgaged? — Yes. 

3677.  Even  in  such  cases,  where  a  farm  is  mortgaged  to  a  large 
extent,  there  might  be  a  favourable  prospect  of  benefit  l)eing  de- 
rived by  reproductive  w^orks? — That  would  be  a  matter  for  the 
Local  Committee  to  see  into. 

3678.  Would  it  ))e  possible  to  put  an  annual  rate  on  a  property 
of  that  kind,  for  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  loan? — If  it  is  not 
too  heavily  mortgaged,  and  as  long  as  there  is  good  security. 

3679.  Do  you  think  the  mortgagee  would  have  any  reason  to 
complain  if  a  loan  were  given  by  the  Government  in  a  case  of  this 
kind? — Not  if  the  money  were  i)roperly  expended,  because  the 
works  constructed  would  enhance  the  value  of  the  farm.  If,  how- 
ever, the  money  were  badly  applied  or  squandered,  the  security 
would  be  very  much  depreciated. 

3680.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  In  the  event  of  a  farmer  wishing  to  raise  a 
Government  loan,  and  the  mortgagee  1)eing  unwilling  to  consent, 
AMHild  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Government  taking  over  the  bond, 
and  advancing  the  amount  required  for  the  proposed  improvement, 
tliar  is,  supposing  such  a  scheme  were  feasible? — I  would  have  no 
objection  to  such  an  arrangement.  I  would  be  in  favour  of  the 
Government  taking  over  the  bond,  Ijut,  of  course,  the  Government 
would  have  to  be  amply  secured. 

3681.  Would  you  apply  loans  of  this  description  to  fencing  as 
well  as  to  irrigation  works? — Yes,  fencing  is  a  valuable  improve- 
ment. 

3682.  Do  you  refer  to  jackal-proof  fencing? — Well,  I  am  rather 
against  jackal-proof  fencing  in  every  district.  It  is  all  right  in 
grass  veld  and  level  districts,  where  farmers  by  all  means  should 
go  in  for  it.  But  in  the  Karoo,  generally  speaking,  there  are  too 
many  sluits,  river-beds,  holes  and  stones,  and  I  do  not  see  how 
jackal-proof  fencing  could  be  preserved  in  these  localities. 

3683.  T  am  referring  to  farm  boundaries;  you  would  not  favour 
a  compulsory  Fencing  Act? — I  would  be  against  that,  but  I  would 
not  object  to  a  farmer  taking  a  loan  to  put  up  a  jackal-proof  fenced 
camp  in  a  suitable  place. 
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3684.  AVould  not  jackal-prouf  fencing  l)e  in  a  senac  the  com- 
mencement of  shutting  up  the  sluits,  which  are  doing  .so  mucli 
harm  to  the  country^ — I  do  not  think  so;  the  water  woukl  simply 
Avash  the  fence  away. 

3685.  Are  you  not  aware  that  jackal-proof  fencing  has  been 
guccessfully  adopted  in  some  parts  of  the  Colony  '. — I  believe  that 
is  so.  A  great  deal  might  be  done  with  such  fencing  in  stopping 
sluits,  b}^  securely  anchoring  the  fencing,  and  so  dividing  the  water. 

3686.  Mr.  Ahrahamson7\^'Do  you  think  the  Government  might 
give  assistance  in  that  direction? — Yes,  although  it  is  a  difficult 
matter. 

3687.  Mr.  Riibidge.]  Are  you  aware  that  jackal-proof  fencing  has 
been  the  means  of  stopping  these  sluits '. — No,  but  it  might  be  made 
use  of  for  that  purpose. 

3688.  Chairman.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  large  schemes  of  irriga- 
tion or  smaller  works  distributed  all  over  the  Colony  < — I  am  in 
favour  of  both. 

3689.  Mr.  (Jiven-Lewis.]  Are  the  majority  of  farms  in  your  dis- 
trict bonded  ( — I  believe  so. 

3690.  Do  men  whose  farms  are  mortgaged  find  it  very  difficult 
to  raise  money  to  carry  out  reproductive  worlvs  ? — I  do  not  know 
if  any  of  them  are  so  heavily  mortgaged  as  that. 

3691.  Do  you  think  that  a  farmer  whose  farm  is  mortgaged 
would  have  any  difficulty  in  raising  money  from  a  private  indivi- 
dual to  carry  out  reproductive  works  on  his  farm  '( — If  you  are 
speaking  broadly,  of  farms  in  general,  I  think  that  in  many  cases 
opportunity  Avould  be  found  Avithout  much  difficulty  to  obtain 
money  for  improvements. 

369:^.  The  farmer  in  such  a  case  Avould  have  to  pay  larger  in- 
terest on  a  second  bond? — Yes,  but  I  suppose  the  Government 
Avould  advance  money  at  a  fixed  rate  of  interest. 

3693.  Nobody  could  do  it  so  well  as  the  Government  ( — 1  should 
think  not. 

Walter  Halsc,  examined. 

3694.  Chairnniu.]  Are  you  a  farmer? — Yes;  the  name  of  my  farm 
is  Carnarvon,  situated  in  the  Wodehouse  district. 

3695.  I  understand  that  some  years  ago  you  Avent  to  Australia 
and  submitted  a  Reitort  to  Government  on  wheat-growing  and 
agriculture  generally  in  the  Australasian  Colonies? — I  did. 

3696.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  and  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture  and  also  the  election  of 
Local  Committees,  to  deal  with  all  (luestions  Avhich  effect  the  farm- 
ing industry? — Yes,  I  approve  generally  of  this  scheme. 

3697.  TTow  would  vou  suggest  the  nteinl)ers  of  these  \arious 
bo(.!ies  should  lie  a|)])()inted? — I  am  afraid  that  is  a  (|uestlon  which 
is  beset  Avith  almost  insuperable  ditliculties,  l)ut  after  all  it  is  a 
farmer's  (piestion  entirely,  and  as  such  it  should  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  farmers  as  far  as  jjossible.  Several  alternatives  have 
occurred  to  me,  but  the  question  resolves  itself  into  the  one  conclu- 
sion that  they  have  to  be  elected  by  the  most  responsible  men  in 
the  District,  those  who  haA^e  the  heaviest  stake.  In  my  opinion 
the  elections  shoidd  he  in  the  hands  not  only  of  the  landowners  but 
of  lessees  of  land  who  are  often  very  good  men,  providiul  they  are 
bona-fide  lessees,  showing  a  stamped  receipt  for  rent  to  the  amount 
of  £50  per  annum. 
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I)(j98.  Would  yoii  iiicludd  luiulowiicrs  wlio  arc  not  farmers? — 
iSlu,  fur  it  must  be  a  farmer's  questiuu  cJitiroly. 

3699.  Do  yon  think  the  Local  Committees  of  Agriculture  should 
consist  of  one  or  more  farmers  from  each  Field -cornetcy? — 1  tliinl\ 
that  would  be  rather  cuml^ersonus  and  unwieldy. 

3700.  Is  it  your  opinion  (hat  one  out  of  each  Field-cornetcy 
would  be  sufficients — The  ({uestion  lias  its  ])ros  and  cons,  and  1 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  decide  that  point  for  myscilf.  Two  would 
be  rather  large  [jerhaps,  their  services  being  honorary  the  addi- 
tional cost  would  l)e  iKjthing.  In  the  multitude  of  Councillors  should 
be  found  wisdom.  I  therefore  propose  a  t)race  from  each  Field- 
cornetcy. 

3701.  Would  you  suggest  that  the  big  Council  of  Agriculture, 
which  would  number  75,  representing  each  Fiscal  Division,  should 
be  elected  out  of  the  Local  Committees  or  should  the  public  elect 
them? — I  think  it  should  be  done  by  the  Committees  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

3702.  Out  of  their  own  number? — Yes. 

3703.  Do  you  approve  of  the  Government  having  nominees  on 
the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  the  extent  of  one-third? — Yes. 

3704.  Making  over  100  altogether? — Yes;  certainly  it  is  a  very 
large  body.  My  ideas  may  be  rather  crude,  having  come  straight 
"  off  the  veld,"  and  not  having  had  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
these  important  questions,  but  I  don't  see  how  less  than  one  can 
represent  each  Fiscal  Division. 

3705.  Mr.  Owen-Leivis.]  Do  you  ajjprove  of  the  suggestion  tu 
form  a  Board  of  Agriculture? — Yes. 

3700.  And  do  you  approve  of  the  suggestion  that  the  Board 
should  consist  of  eighteen  members  elected  Ijy  the  Council  of  Agri- 
culture in  the  follow]iig  manner: — The  collective  representatives 
on  the  Agricultural  Council  from  each  of  the  nine  Electoral  Pro- 
vinces in  the  Legislative  Council  to  elect  two  members  from  their 
own  numbers,  so  that  every  district  in  the  Colony  might  be  repre- 
sented?— Yes,  I  approve  of  that  method  of  election. 

3/07.  Mr.  Abraha)nso7i.]  Do  you  think  these  Local  Committees 
of  farmers  are  calculated  to  do  good  in  their  particular  Districts, 
by  bringing  the  farming  community  and  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture into  closer  touch? — I  cannot  say  in  "closer"  touch,  because 
they  have  jjeen  in  no  touch  whatever  Avith  the  De})artment  in  the 
])ast.  I  do  think  they  will  have  that  effect,  and  it  is  a  long-felt 
want. 

3708.  Do  you  think  for  the  Local  Committees  it  would  be  better 
to  elect  one  or  two  in  each  Field-cornetcy,  or  that  the  selection 
should  be  made  from  the  landowners  and  occupiers  as  a  whole? — 
I  think  from  each  Field-cornetcy. 

3709.  You  do  not  think  that  woukl  somewhat  restrict  your 
choice  of  the  best  men  ? — I  do  not  see  how  it  would. 

3710.  Mr.  Riihiihje.]  Supposing  two  members  from  each  Field 
cornetcy  were  elected  to  these  Local  Committees,  Avould  you  appl\' 
that  to  the  small  areas  in  the  Western  and  Eastern  Provinces, 
Avhere  very  often  a  whole  Division  is  not  equal  in  size  to  one  Field- 
cornetcy  up-country?  Or  w^ould  you  adopt  the  principle  of  regu- 
lating the  size  of  areas,  according  to  so  many  morgen  ? — Something 
of  that  kind  should  be  arrived  at  later.  We  would  like  to  have  the 
whole  Colony  fairly  and  fully  represented. 

3711.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  diffi- 
culty in  getting  the  farmers  of  all  political  parties  to  join  in  the 
election  of  these  Local  Committees,  or  do  you  think  that  politics 
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would  interfere  with  the  success  of  a  scheme  of  this  kind? — I  am 
afraid  politics  will  militate  against  it. 

3712.  In  what  way  will  that  occur? — It  is  very  diiiticult  to  strip 
an  organisation  of  this  kind  of  the  jjolitical  element. 

3713.  If  the  Civil  Commissioner  were,  ex-ofpcio.  Chairman  of 
this  Local  Committee,  would  that  not  help  to  eliminate  the  political 
factor  i — Well,  you  know,  we  have  Civil  Commissioners  and  Civil 
Commissioners. 

3714.  In  what  way  do  you  think  politics  would  do  harm  to  a 
body  of  this  kind?  So  far  as  the  interests  of  farmers  are  concerned, 
do  you  think  that  politics  w^ould  in  any  way  do  harm  to  the  work- 
ing of  the  Committee,  which  would  ))e  essentially  one  elected  by 
the  farmers  in  their  own  interests? — Yes,  I  think  politics  would 
injure  the  working  of  the  Committee.  Speaking  of  my  own  part 
of  the  country,  there  are  a  lot  of  non-thinking,  ignorant  people 
who  would  simply  do  as  they  were  told.  If  they  believed  that 
politics  were  connected  with  this  scheme,  they  would,  quite  irre- 
spective of  every  other  consideration,  do  as  they  w-ere  told,  which 
is  a  very  unwholesome  feature  in  an  important  matter  like  this. 

3715.  Yet  in  spite  of  the  difficulties,  do  j^ou  think  that  an  effort 
should  be  made  in  the  direction  })roposed  ? — I  certainly  think  so. 

3716.  Mr.  Ori)enP\  With  reference  to  the  qualification  for  elect- 
ing this  Committee,  as  regards  tenants,  you  stated  that  you  would 
limit  it  to  those  who  paid  a  rental  of  not  less  than  £50  per  annum, 
so  far  as  lessees  of  farm  properties  are  concerned.  Would  you  limit 
the  qualification  of  the  landowner  as  well? — His  qualification 
\\'ould  be  a  great  deal  more  than  that. 

3717.  Would  you  exclude  the  "bywoner"  altogether? — Yes, 
my  idea  would  be  to  keep  him  out. 

3718.  Mr.  Blaine.']  With  regard  to  this  Council  of  Agriculture, 
would  you  have  it  elected  by  the  Local  Committees,  or  by  jjopular 
vote  throughout  each  Division  i — By  the  vote  of  the  Local  Committee 
of  Agriculture. 

3719.  Would  you  give  the  Board  of  Agriculture  any  financial 
control,  or  simply  use  it  for  advisory  })urposes  ? — I  think  that  ulti- 
mately it  would  become  an  Executive  with  considerable  powers, 
including  financial,  but  l)eing  at  the  start  untried,  1  should  like  it 
to  be  an  Advisory  Board  purely  and  sim])ly. 

3720.  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  think  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
Avill  be  too  large? — I  do  not  think  so;  it  will  be  all  right  with  the 
Government  nominating  one-third. 

3/21.  Mr.  Oosthnisen.]  Y^ou  think  the  head  of  the  Department 
should  be  a  man  of  practical  experience  as  well  as  scientific  train- 
inu  in  agricidture? — I  take  it  you  refer  to  the  Under-Secretary  for 
Agriculture,  and  I  say  yes,  he  should  be  a  man  able  to  combine  pre- 
cepl  witb  practice.     That  is  most  vitally  imi)ortant. 

3722.  Would  you  hav(^  that  pernument  head  appointed  by  the 
Government  or  by  the  Parliament  of  the  Colony?— I  should  have 
him  appointed  by  the  Government,  so  long  as  he  were  not  elected 
on  I'artv  lines,  and  would  remain  in  office  quite  irrespective  of 
what  Party  was  in  power.  We  want  a  real  live  i)ractical  head,  a 
thoroughlv  |)ractical  man  whom  we  could  occasionally  see. 

3723.  Mr.  Ahra/iaiiison.]  Do  you  lliink  the  Agricultural  Dc!part- 
ment  is  at  present  sufficiently  in  toucli  with  tlu^  farnu'rs  of  the 
Colony  ? — Not  at  ail. 

3724.  Have  you  had  a  good  deal  of  experience^  in  farming?— 
I  have  been  a  farmer  all  my  life. 


3725.  And  probably  you  have  been  brought  into  touch  with 
the  Agricultural  Department  ass  much  as  any  farmer?— 1  think  so. 

o72G.  Do  you  think  trom  your  experience  that  the  Department 
has  been  in  such  evidence  as  to  be  of  practical  use  to  you? — Very 
little. 

3727.  You  have  some  knowledge  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ments in  the  Australian  Colonies? — Yes,  a  superficial  knowledge. 

3728.  In  what  way  do  they  compare  with  our  Agricultural  De- 
partment ? — There  is  very  little  comparison.  In  Australia  they 
are  of  much  more  use  to  the  farmers.  They  have  done  in  the  past 
what  we  propose  doing  to-day. 

biZd.  We  find  that  the  Head  Otlice  of  our  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment incurred  an  expenditure  of  over  £40,000  in  one  year;  do  j'ou 
think  that  is  excessive? — No,  not  if  wisely  expended. 

3730.  The  expenditure  upon  Agricultural  Services,  including 
Scab  and  Veterinary  Surgeons,  is  £180,000  a  year.  Do  you  think 
the  country  is  getting  anything  like  value  for  that  outlay?— I  do 
not  think  so. 

3731.  The  expenditure  on  Forests  and  Plantations  is  over 
£70,000  a  year;  do  you  think,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  goes,  the 
Colony  gets  value  for  that? — I  think  they  are  doing  very  good  work 
in  that  branch,  but  the  efJorts  made  are  too  localised;  they  should 
be  distributed  all  over  the  country. 

3732.  You  think  the  Government  plantations  are  doing  good 
work  ? — Y^es,  I  do.  Speaking  from  personal  knowledge  these 
plantations  are  very  necessary.  I  have  gone  in  for  tree-planting 
myself,  and  have  suffered  severely  from  droughts,  but  we  are  gain- 
ing in  knowledge  constantly. 

3733.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.']  Has  the  Government  given  you  any 
assistance  in  connection  with  experimental  work? — Yes,  in  a  small 
wa} ,  by  sending  us  little  parcels  of  seeds  to  try,  and  small  matters 
of  that  kind,  and  valuable  advice  from  the  Veterinary  and  Forest  De- 
partments. 

3734.  I  understand  you  personally  go  in  for  a  good  deal  of  ex- 
perimental work  ? — Yes,  a  little. 

3735.  Do  the  farmers  in  your  neighbourhood  come  to  see  your 
ex})erimental  work  ? — Not  as  often  as  I  would  wish,  but  I  think  they 
profit  to  some  extent  by  the  experience  thus  gained. 

3736.  Do  you  think  the  Government  should  give  more  assist- 
ance to  individual  farmers  in  encouraging  (hem  to  go  in  for  experi- 
mental work,  by  supplying  them  with  seeds  and  inducing  them  to 
grow  different  kinds  of  plants? — Y'es,  I  think  it  should  become 
general.  It  would  entail  a  very  small  expense  to  the  Government, 
ar.u  would  be  of  the  greatest  possible  advantage  to  the  country. 

3737.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  Government  having  Experi- 
ment Farms? — I  have  always  advocated  the  establishment  of  one 
in  the  East,  you  have  one  in  the  West — a  demonstrating  farm  as 
much  as  experimental,  is  most  essential? 

3738.  Are  you  more  or  less  acquainted  with  Elsenberg? — I 
know  very  little  about  Elsenberg,  but  from  what  one  gathers  it  is 
not  quite  what  it  should  be. 

3739.  Are  you  in  favour  of  smaller  Experiment  Farms  ? — Not 
necessarily  smaller,  but  I  should  like  one  in  the  East  and  one  in  the 
Karoo,  in  addition  to  that  in  the  West.  No  three  climates  and  pro- 
ducts anywhere  in  the  world  dilTer  more  widely.  Our  conditions 
in  the  East  are  totally  different  from  those  prevailing  in  the  West. 

3740.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  keeiung  stock  on  these  farms? 
— Yes,  I  should  like  that  also. 
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o74l.  Mr.  Riibidge.]  Would  you  like  these  farms  to  be  coil- 
'Jucted  as  practical  farms,  showing  what  really  can  be  done? — Yes. 
3742.  What  system  do  they  have  in  Australia  for  bringing  the 
Government  in  touch  with  the  farmers? — With  your  permission,  in 
reply  to  that  question,  I  will  read  a  In'ief  extract  from  the  report  on 
v.heal-growing  and  agriculture  generally  in  the  Australian  Colo- 
niesj^  which  was  published  by  the  Cape  Government  in  1896.  In 
that  report  (page  28)  I  refer  to  South  Australia,  which  up  to  that 
stage  of  my  visit  to  Australasia  I  regarded  as  having  the  most  per- 
fect organisation  of  any  of  the  Colonies,  in  connection  with  Agri- 
culture.    The  extract  I  will  read  as  follows:  — 

"  We  have  to  record  our  thanks  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy 
extended  to  us  by  the  South  Australian  Government.  We 
were  cordially  welcomed,  made  quite  at  home,  and  pro- 
f erred  free  citizenship  for  the  time  being.  In  particular, 
we  must  mention  the  name  of  Mr.  A.  Molyneaux,  F.L.S., 
Secretary  to  the  Agricultural  Bureau,  a  gentleman  of  wide 
range  of  knowdedge,  able,  scientific,  and  at  the  same  time 
practical,  an  encyclopcedia,  with  the  rare  attribute  of  being 
able  to  make  himself  just  as  clearly  understood  to  'Hodge' 
on  some  vexed  question  of  every  day  agriculture  as  he 
would  from  the  lofty  platform  of  science,  delivering  a  lec- 
ture on  some  abstruse  and  complex  subject  to  a  cultured 
audience. 

''The  Agricultural  Bureau:   Its  Scui>c  and  Seroice. 

"  We  took  co})ious  notes  with  reference  to  that  admirable  South 
Australian  institution,  the  Agricultural  Bureau,  but  un~ 
fortunately  these  have  got  mislaid,  and  we  shall  now  have 
to  avoid  figures  and  just  sumnuirise  some  of  the  good  done 
by  the  Bureau.  The  cost  to  the  Government  in  compari- 
son to  the  good  done  is  nominal.  The  central  Bureau  con- 
sists of  a  number  of  men  of  marked  ability,  each  a  spe- 
cialist in  some  industrial  department.  Branch  Bureaus 
are  studded  all  over  the  country,  and  without  doulit  rei)re 
sent  the  most  intelligent  level  headed  scientific  and  prac- 
tical agriculturists  in  the  Colony.  The  members'  office  is 
honorary,  and  to  us  it  was  surprising  how  much  of  (heir 
time  was  willingly  devoted  to  their  country's  good.  We 
believe  there  are  somewhere  near  80  branches,  and  over 
1,000  of  the  'l)rainiest'  men  in  South  Australia,  working 
steadily  for  the  advance  of  agriculture  and  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  rural  community. 

"  Yalual)le  information  on  miscellaneous  subjects  is  hunted  up 
from  all  (juarters  of  the  globe  and  disseminatetl  broad- 
("ist  through  the  several  f)ranches  lo  (he  farming  com- 
munity; tracts  and  bulletins  of  the  greatest  value  and 
deepest  interest  to  tillers  of  the  soil,  sucli  as  treatises  on 
vitieulluic,  wine-making,  forestry,  fruil  culture,  mixed 
farming,  ensilage,  the  best  nieiliods  for  disposing  of  far- 
mei's'  produce  and  l)uying  theii-  supplies  (foi'  the  matter  of 
that),  description  of  tlie  most  profitable  jji'oducts  to  be 
grown  in  various  localities  or  on  dilTerent  soils  (a  serious 
matter  which  in  Cape  Colon\-  lias  I'eceived  no  or  very  little 
attention).  Seeds  of  new  fodder  plants,  etc.,  have  been 
imported  and  distributed,    and    the  attendant  success,  or 
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otherwise,  fully  reported.  Four  hundred  varieties  of 
wheat  at  th(^  present  time  are  ))ein*i'  experimented  upon, 
and  we  were  told  by  i'rofessor  Lowrie  that  the  n\im))er 
could  be  increased  twofold. 
"Va]ua])le  plants  of  economic  and  commercial  value  have 
i)('en  t)rou<,dit  from  all  parts  of  the  woi'ld,  many  of  which 
will,  it  is  believed,  prove  of  ,2;reat  value  and  lead  to  new 
channels  of  industry,  and  with  six  bushels  of  wheat  per 
acre  at  ^s.  (id.  this  ap]K'ars  advisable.  Arbor  Day  owes  its 
nativity  to  the  Bureau.  The  different  breeds  of  stock, 
their  treatment,  diseases,  etc.,  etc.,  have  all  been  benefited. 
It  was  impossible  in  meeting  its  mcaribers  all  over  the 
country,  attendino'  their  meetings,  etc.,  to  be  otherwise 
than  much  impressed  witli  the  (^dficient  and  invaluable 
services  rendered  to  the  country  at  small  cost  by  the  Agri- 
cultural Bureau." 

I  do  not  think  we  can  do  better  than  profit  by  the  experience  that 
wTis  so  dearly  bought  l)y  South  Australia,  whose  Department  of 
Agriculture  appeared  to  be  in  excellent  working  order. 

3743.  Mr.  AbrahaiusonP\  Have  you  read  the  three  alternative 
suggestions,  A,  B,  and  C,  for  the  raising  of  loans  or  contributions 
to  Agricultural  Associations  or  individual  farmers  in  order  to  carry 
out  reproductive  works? — Yes,  and  I  think  I  voice  the  general  sen- 
timent in  wishing  to  put  no  more  power  into  the  hands  of  the  Divi 
sional  Councils.     We  consider  them  a  bad  lot. 

374-t.  How  would  you  suggest  the  Government  should  advance 
money  to  individual  farmers? — Would  it  not  l)e  possible  to  pass  an 
Act  empowering  Government  to  hold  a  first  charge  on  the  lands?  If 
wise,  bondholders  would  have  no  objection,  the  land  thereby  being 
enhanced  in  value.  In  cases  where  objections  were  lodged.  Gov- 
ernment might  take  over  the  said  bond,  and  incorporate  additional 
loan.  When  applications  for  loans  were  sent  in  through  the  Civil 
Commissioner,  an  experienced,  common-sensed,  practical  official — 
a  Director  of  Agriculture — should  in  company  with  the  local  mem- 
bers of  Committee  of  Agriculture  inspect  the  proposition  and  report 
upon  same  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture;  all  assistance  should  be 
shorn  of  red-tape,  w^hich  is  as  much  dreaded  by  the  farmer  as  red- 
water.  I  think  w^e  are  sadly  in  want  of  l)eing  in  touch  with  the 
permanent  head.  We  want  an  itinerant  official,  one  who  will  go 
about  the  country,  and  show^  himself. 

3745.  What  security  would  you  give  to  the  Government  suppos- 
ing a  loan  were  advanced  to  a  farmer  whose  ])roperty  is  already 
mortgaged? — The  difficulty  there  is  great.  I  have  always  thought 
it  should  l)e  possible  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest  paid  by  farmers  to 
money-lending  concerns,  say  at  5  per  cent.  Supposing  a  farm  is 
worth  £1,000,  and  the  farmer  wants  £500  to  construct  some  useful 
worlc ;  the  security  is  ample  if  the  work  is  wisely  done,  and  the 
value  of  the  property  is  enhanced,  as  in  the  case  of  the  conserva- 
tion of  water.  Of  course  accidents  will  happen,  but  means  should 
be  adopted  for  introducing  some  system  of  insurance  for  such 
works. 

3746.  Do  you  think  it  w^ould  help  to  develop  the  country  if 
Government  were  to  advance  loans  and  levy  a  rate  upon  individual 
farms  whose  owners  wished  to  receive  such  a  loan  ? — Yes,  I  ap- 
prove of  that.  A  farmer  may  l)e  a  poor  man,  and  sees  that  there 
art  ways  and  means  of  imjnoving  his  propertv,  but  has  not  got  the 
resources  with  which  to  do  it 
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3747.  Would  you  extend  this  Government  help  to  farmers  who 
art,  well  able  to  help  themselves,  or  would  you  only  give  it  to  those 
who  are  actually  in  needy  circumstances? — If  a  man  can  get 
money  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than  usual  he  is  certain  to  try  and 
get  it.  I  am  afraid  if  you  were  to  make  any  difference,  it  would  be 
called  class  legislation,  better  leave  it  to  his  sense  of  honour  and 
necessity. 

3748.  Mr.  Owfn-Lewis.]  Are  the  majority  of  farms  in  your  Dis- 
trict bonded? — I  am  afraid  they  are. 

3749.  A  farmer  already  mortgaged  would  find  it  very  difficult 
to  borrow  money  to  cany  out  reproductive  works? — Well,  I  do  not 
think  except  under  very  exceptional  circumstances  properties  are 
bonded  up  to  their  value. 

3750.  Would  a  second  mortgage  have  to  pay  more  than  6  per 
cent.? — Yes,  with  the  money  market  in  its  present  condition. 

3751.  What  interest  would  a  farmer  have  to  pay  on  a  second 
mortgage? — In  the  "good  old  days"  5  pei-  cent,  a  month  used  to  be 
paid,  but  it  is  nothing  like  that  now;  probably  7  or  8  per  cent,  per 
annum ;  not  beyond  that. 

3752.  The  farmers  who  stand  most  in  need  of  financial  assist- 
ance to  develop  their  land  are  those  who  cannot  raise  money  owing 
to  their  property  being  already  mortgaged.  The  Commission  want 
to  devise  some  scheme  under  which  the  State  would  make  ad- 
vances to  these  farmers  to  carry  out  reproductive  works  which 
would  guarantee  sound  security  for  the  State  without  injuring  the 
interests  of  the  bondholder.  The  suggestion  is  that  the  State 
should  charge  4i  |)er  cent,  interest,  and  \\  per  cent,  sinking  fund, 
making  an  annual  charge  of  6  per  cent.,  which  in  thirty-two  years 
would  pay  off  l)oth  the  capital  and  interest,  and  that  this  6  per 
cent,  should  become  a  first  charge  on  the  land.  The  question  is, 
would  the  mortgagee  call  in  his  money  if  this  scheme  became  law, 
and  this  6  per  cent,  became  the  first  charge;  and  if  he  did  call  in 
his  mortgage  would  not  other  people  1)e  found  prepared  to  take  up 
the  mortgage,  seeing  that  the  amount  advanced  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  expended  by  the  farmer  in  constructing  the  reproductive 
works,  would  naturally  increase  the  value  of  the  land  from  what  it 
was  when  the  mortgage  was  first  granted  ? — Yes,  I  approve  of  your 
proposition.  The  Government  could  get  money  cheaper  than  an 
individual,  and  might  borrow  money  to  a  large  amount  in  England, 
in  order  to  cany  out  what  you  suggest.  In  fact  it  might  be  a 
source  of  revenue.     Sir  Owen  Michell's  advice  should  be  valuable. 

3753.  Misrht  it  not  develop  into  an  enormous  business,  inter- 
fering with  private  rights? — That  might  be,  but  if  the  "backbone" 
of  the  country  would  enormously  benefit,  the  subject  is  worthy  of 
the  deepest  consideration. 

3754.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  opposition  to  the 
scheme  I  have  mentioned,  supposing  the  farmer  to  whom  the  ad- 
vance was  being  made  were  to  construct  a  reproductive  work  like  a 
dam? — It  might  l)e  feasible,  unless  such  experiences  as  those  of 
Thebus  and  Rooidam  have  shattered  the  confidence  of  the  country. 

3755.  Do  you  think  some  system  of  insuring  such  works  could 
be  adopted? — I  believ(^  that  is  done  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  I 
am  no  authority  on  the  subject,  but  T  think  you  should  find  it 
practicable. 

3756.  You  are  strongly  in  favour  of  (lie  Government  advancing 
money  to  the  individual  farmer?  Yes,  that  is  ihe  only  way  to 
develop  resources  which  have  been  lying  idle  in  the  past. 
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3757.  And  the  Government  should  take  a  first  charge  ? — Yes, 
it  is  most  essential  that  the  Government  should  be  absolutely 
secured.  I  think  the  difficulty  with  regard  to  bonds  would  be  very 
much  minimised  if  a  practical  scheme  of  Government  advice  and 
advances  were  adopted.  The  Director  of  Agriculture,  the  appoint- 
ment of  whom  I  would  suggest,  could  work  in  conjunction  with 
representatives  of  each  Warcl,  and  you  would  find  that  prolmbly 
shillings  would  be  spent  instead  of  sovereigns  if  an  expert  had  been 
I'rought  in.  I  may  mention  one  instance  which  occurred  in  the 
time  of  Mr.  Gamble.  An  official,  named  Mr.  Rogers,  came  and  in- 
s])ected  the  site  for  a  dam,  and  after  looking  at  it  he  said  the  work 
would  cost  £20,000.  But  we  took  off  our  coats  and  made  that  dam 
at  a  cost  of  less  than  £1,000.  It  has  brought  us  in  £1,000  a  year  for 
twenty  years,  and  during  that  time  has  not  cost  us  a  halfpenny. 
When  we  pointed  out  wdiat  we  wanted  to  be  done  to  Mr.  Rogers,  he 
simply  laughed  at  us  and  said  the  thing  would  get  washed  away  in 
ten  minutes.  That,  I  think,  is  an  object-lesson  to  the  whole  coun- 
try. Speaking  for  my  own  part  of  the  country,  and  supposing 
there  are  1,000  farms,  500  of  them  have  facilities  for  water 
storage,  which  could  be  utilised  at  a  cost  of  from  £50  to  £500,  and 
by  means  of  which  the  value  of  the  farms  could  ])e  doubled. 

3758.  Therefore  the  Government  would  always  have  good 
security  in  advancing  money  for  these  reproductive  works? — I 
think  so,  but  even  if  an  occasional  loss  v.^ere  incurred,  the  great 
benefit  would  swallow  up  the  probabl}^  small  loss. 

3759.  il/?-.  Oosthvisen.]  What  do  you  think  is  the  reason  why 
farmers  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  Irrigation  Act  for  getting 
loans? — One  reason  is  that  they  are  afraid  the  money  would  be 
squandered  l)y  the  professional  Government  Engineer  who  comes 
around  and  frightens  the  farmers  away.  They  do  not  understand 
mathematical  propositions  and  theories  about  going  down  60  feet 
to  look  for  foundations  which  they  never  lost.  That  is  beyond  the 
farmers'  ideas,  who  shake  their  heads  and  say,  "I'll  have  none  of 
yovi.'"  There  should  be  a  practical  man  in  the  District  to  advise 
these  farmers,  and  if  a  scheme  a])peared  to  be  worthy  of  considera- 
tion, then  the  Director  of  Irrigation  or  his  subordinate  could  go  and 
inspect  it. 

3760.  Do  you  think  the  Director  of  Irrigation  should  be  under 
the  Agricultural  Department? — Yes,  instead  of  the  Public  Works. 

3761.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  When  a  man  wishes  to  go  in  for  an 
irrigation  scheme  you  are  in  favour  of  a  body  like  the  proposed 
Local  Committee  of  Agriculture,  together  with  the  head  of  the  De- 
partment or  his  representative,  inquiring  into  the  proposal,  and  re- 
porting upon  its  feasibility  or  otherwise,  instead  of  the  present 
system  of  red-tape,  of  having  to  appiv  first  to  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment, then  to  the  Public  Works  Department,  and  finally  hand- 
ing it  over  to  the  Irrigation  Department? — Yes,  and  finally  feeling 
that  you  are  between  the  devil  and  the  deep  sea.  Before  con- 
cluding my  evidence  I  should  like,  by  way  of  a  further  reply  to  the 
question  if  I  thought  the  Department  of  Agriculture  does  as  much 
for  the  farmers  as  it  should  do,  to  quote  another  short  extract  from 
the  Report  upon  farmins  in  Australasia  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded.  In  dealing  with  the  subject  of  the  export  of  products, 
the  report  states :  — 

"At  the  present  time,  this  is  not  a  subject  that  causes  the 
Cape  Colonist  much  anxietv,  but  with  the  return  of  good 
seasons  and  the  impetus  given  by  the  ever-new  industr\^- 
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fostering  Agricultural  Department,  the  proha])ilities  are 
strongly  in  favour  of  our  shipping  large  quantities  of 
produce  (if  only  bacon  and  eggs)  this  happy  era  may 
dawn,  before  we  are  again  asked  to  have  a  pleasant  jaunt 
over  Australia.  We  shall  therefore  briefly  exi^lain  how  it 
it  is,  that  jugged  hare  and  roast  chicken,  grown  in  Vic- 
toria, are  to  be  found  on  the  tables  of  our  Cape  Legislators. 

'''  In  company  with  Mr.  Wilson,  under  whose  department  the 
examination  and  preparation  of  various  lines  of  exports 
are  carried  on,  we  visited  the  city  freezing  works  where 
carcases,  game,  poultry,  dairy  produce,  etc.,  were  being 
received  by  daily  trains  from  the  interior,  and  handled  by 
the  Department.  Nothing  in  all  our  travels  was  a  greater 
surprise  than  to  find,  that  the  exports  of  all  the  lesser  pro- 
ducts of  Victoria  were  directly  due  to  the  wisdom,  ability, 
and  direct  assistance  of  the  Government. 

"Before  us  were  hundreds  of  fowls  being  killed,  plucked, 
opened,  trussed,  frozen  and  ])acked  in  crates  for  the  Lon- 
don market :  turkeys  and  ducks  being  similarly  treated. 

"  Butter  was  being  examined,  tested,  packed  and  branded  with 
the  broad-arrow  or  otherwise,  according  to  merit. 

"  Shee]),  slaughtered  and  frozen,  pigs  killed,  bacon  cured,  eggs 
tested  and  packed,  etc.,  etc. 

"Mr.  Wilson  explained,  'You  see  the  farmer,  though  perfectly 
willing  to  grow  the  stuff,  has  not  the  facilities  for  any- 
thing ))eyond  growing  it,  and  the  Government  held  that  it 
was  its  duty  to  assist  him.  This  has  been  done  at  no  cost 
to  the  Department,  the  producer  paying  the  bare  cost  of 
handling,  everything  l)eing  done  on  a  wholesale  scale,  and 
the  cost  reduced  to  a  minimum.  As  to  the  result  of  this 
assistance  a  glance  at  the  ]irogress  made  in  our  exports 
will  show  that  a  great  and  lasting  industry  has  arisen 
from  nothing.'     This  was  a  revelation! 

"The  farmer's  wife  raising  the  ducklings,  the  Government 
arranging  transit  by  rail  to  Melbourne,  directly  super- 
vising their  death,  plucking,  trussing  and  delivering  them 
frozen  to  tbe  shippers. 

"  We  find  on  reference    that     the    Cape    Colony  breeds  more 
fowls  and  ducks  than  any  of  the  Australian  Colonies    ex- 
cept Victoria — and  why  less  than  Victoria?       The  reply 
surrounds  the  question." 
I  should  also  like  to  point  out  the  astonishing  results  that  have 
resulted   fj-om   the  system  of  granting  Boiiiisps,  with   the  oliject  of 
fostering  new  industries,  and  if  you  will  allow  me  1  shall  read  from 
the  report  on  Australia  the  following:  — 

"  Personally,  ])efore  our  visit  to  vVustralia,  we  were  not  much 
in  favour  of  the  bonus  system  for  stimulating  industries, 
as  we  had  not  given  the  su1»ject  much  attention.  How- 
ever, after  discussing  the  question  with  some  of  the  most 
able  and  intelligent  men  in  those  colonies,  and  seeing  the 
fruits  of  the  system,  we  have  become  converts,  and  we  now 
warmly  advocate  the  introduction  of  the  ])rinciple  in  this 
colony.  We  asked  the  Victorian  Minister  for  Agriculture 
if  the  legislation  had  been  popular,  and  he  replied,  'Yes, 
as  well  to  the  Ojiposition  as  to  the  Government  supporters, 
great  results  had  already  arisen,  the  monev  having  been 
jiaid  awaj'  with   |)leasui'e.       As  a   result   of  tlie  ))()nus  ex 
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pondiiure,  the  cxpoi-ls  of  (lie  colony  liad  already  increased 
by  nearly  a  million  ^;leilini>  per  aununi,  wlieii  the  orchards 
that  had  been  planted,  and  were  now  being  cultivated 
under  the  ])onus  regulations  were  in  full  bivirino',  an  asset 
representing  many  millions  would  have  been  gained  to  the 
colony.'  As  a  proof  that  the  system  was  still  heartily  ap- 
proved of,  he  iold  us  that  a  vote  of  another  £10,000  for 
some  branch  that  had  been  previously  overloolced  bar)  just 
been  passed." 


Tuesday,  10th  January,  1905. 


PRESENT  : 

P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  (Chairman). 

Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C.  E.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.  G.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  O.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  T)i-.  E.  A.  Nobbs  (Expert 

Adviser). 

Joshua,  Augustus  Harty,  examined. 

3702.  Chairman.]  In  what  part  of  the  Colony  do  you  farm? — 
Stutterheim. 

3763.  Do  you  know  the  object  of  this  Commission? — I  received 
a  circular  with  reference  to  it  and  that  has  given  me  some  idea  of 
its  object. 

3764.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony;  the  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be  (1)  to  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  inte- 
rests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — Yes,  I  think  it  is 
necessary. 

3765.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  more  desirable  for  the 
members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  to  be  elected  by  (1)  Com- 
mittees of  Agriculture  which  should  be  formed  in  each  Fiscal 
Division  and  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Ward ;  or  (2)  that 
they  should  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division? — 
They  should  be  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Fiscal  Division. 

3766.  You  agree  that  these  Local  Committees  should  elect  the 
members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  ? — I  think  the  landoAvners 
having  elected  the  Committee  that  the  Committee  then  should  have 
the  power  of  nominating  one  of  their  own  number  to  serve  on  the 
Council. 

3767.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture  to  consist  of 
nine  members  nominated  by  the  Government  and  eighteen  mem- 
bers elected  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to  hold  otifice  for  a  period 
of  three  years,  to  be  elected  in  the  following  manner: — The  collec- 
tive representatives  on  the  Agricultural  Council  from  each  of  the 
nine  Electoral  Provinces  in  the  Legislative  Council  to  elect  from 
their  own  numbers  two  members? — I  think  that  would  be  too 
many. 

[G.  2.— 1905.]  AA 
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3768.  Would  you  suggest  only  one  from, each  Electoral  Circle? 
— Yes,  and  five  to  be  nominated  by  Government,  which  would 
make  a  Board  of  fourteen  members,  and  that  would  be  ample. 

Li769.  Mr.  Blaine.]  You  think  the  Local  Committees  should  elect 
the  members  of  the  Council  ? — Yes. 

3770.  Is  there  not  a  danger  of  the  whole  thing  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  Divisional  Councils  if  you  adopt  that  plan? — I  pre- 
sume the  Divisional  Councils  would  have  nothing  whatever  to  do 
■\\ath  the  matter. 

3771.  Is  it  not  likely  that  the  men  who  are  elected  for  the  Divi- 
sional Council  would  be  elected  for  the  Committee  of  Agriculture? 
— I  do  not  think  so. 

3772.  Mr.  Ckoen-Leivis.~\  You  approve  of  the  suggestion  that  the 
landowners  in  each  Ward  should  elect  one  member  to  serve  on  the 
Local  Committee  of  Agriculture  of  the  district? — Yes. 

3773.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Do  you  agree  with  the  Government  being 
able  to  nominate  one-third  of  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Agri- 
culture?— I  do  not  approve  of  the  Government  nominating  any. 

3774.  You  think  the  delegates  should  meet  alone  ? — Yes,  they 
should  have  a  sort  of  Agricultural  Congress  once  a  year.  The  Gov- 
ernment would  be  represented  on  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  as  I 
have  suggested  that  they  should  nominate  five  of  the  members,  so 
I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  represented  on 
the  Council. 

3775.  You  do  not  wish  the  Council  to  nominate  the  members 
for  the  different  Electoral  Circles? — No,  that  should  be  done  by 
landowners. 

3776.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  work  done  by  the 
Agricultural  Department  in  the  past? — As  far  as  the  people  in  my 
district  are  concerned  they  do  not  know  that  there  is  such  a  Depart- 
ment in  existence  until  they  have  to  correspond  with  it. 

3777.  I  suppose  you  are  aware  that  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment is  a  costly  branch  of  the  Government  service? — Yes. 

3778.  You  do  not  think  the  count ly  is  getting  value  for  its 
money? — No,  we  get  no  return  from  it  whatever.  That  is  our 
opinion  as  it  is  at  present  constituted. 

3779.  Then  you  think  that  a  Board  of  Agriculture,  comprised 
of  men  interested  in  farming,  would  be  of  service  to  the  country  in 
advising  the  Government  what  to  do? — Yes 

3780.  Your  suggestion  for  forming  this  Board  would  l)o  to  have 
nine  elected  from  the  Council  and  five  nominated  by  the  Govern- 
ment ? — Yes. 

378L  Why  would  you  have  Government  nominees  on  tliat 
Board? — So  that  Government  would  have  a  voice  in  wh.nl  that 
Board  does. 

3782.  Do  not  you  think  one  meiuljcr  nominated  by  Government 
would  be  sufficient  to  rei)res(!nt  their  interest  on  that  Board? — Per- 
haps it  would,  I  merely  suggested  five  to  give  them  a  fair  voice  in 
whatever  was  brought  forward. 

3783.  Do  3'-ou  not  thinlc  that  there  would  be  a  dangvr  of  it  be- 
coming a  political  Board  if  Government  had  too  big  a  say  in  the 
matter? — I  think  if  you  want  to  kvop  ])()liiics  out  of  it  my  sugges- 
lion  would  bo  that  no  menibcf  of  Parliament  should  be  eligible  for 
mem])ersliip  of  that  Board. 

3784.  What  powers  would  you  give  this  Board?  Should  i(  con- 
trol the  Agricultural  Estimates  in  any  way? — No,  it  should  be 
merely  an  Advisory  Board,  and  have  no  control  of  (he  money  voted 
for  the  Agricultural  Department, 
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3785.  For  what  length  of  time  should  the  members  of  this 
Board  l)e  elected? — ^I  see  three  years  has  hcM'ii  suggested,  and  I 
think  that  is  quite  long  enough. 

3786.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  bet  lei'  if  Ihc  Board  were  elected 
to  outlive  any  Ministry  that  would  be  in  power? — Perhaps,  if  the 
election  took  ])]ace  when  a  new  Minisiry  came  into  office,  it  might 
be  arranged  that  that  Board  should  remain  in  office  as  long  as  that 
Ministry,  but  when  there  was  a  change  of  Ministry  a  new  Board 
would  be  elected. 

3787.  There  would  be  the  danger  then  of  making  ii  a  jiolitical 
liody? — There  might  be,  but  I  do  not  think  so;  of  course,  it  should 
lie  shorn  of  politics,  as  far  as  possililc,  and  that  would  l)o  a  detail 
for  this  Commission  to  work  out. 

3788.  How  often  should  this  Board  meet? — I  think  once  a  year, 
say  two  months  before  the  assembling  of  Parliament,  so  that  any 
suggestion  they  may  have  to  make  could  be  suJHnitted  to  Parlia- 
ment. I  presume  whatever  thej^  recommend  would  be  brought  be- 
fore Parliament. 

3789.  Should  the  members  comprising  this  Board  l)e  paid  for 
their  services? — No. 

3790.  What  class  of  men  would  be  best  suitable  to  be  on  this 
Board? — I  think  men  who  are  experienced  farmers,  as  they  would 
be  more  likely  to  know  the  needs  of  the  different  districts  from 
which  they  come  and  the  capabilities  of  the  district,  and  so  I  think 
out  of  a  Board  constituted  in  that  way  you  would  be  likely  to  get 
some  good. 

3791.  Mr.  Blaine.]  In  regard  to  the  election  of  members  of  the 
Board  you  would  favour  that  the  representatives  of  the  Fiscal  Divi- 
sions in  each  Electoral  f'ircle  shoukl  nominate  a  man  in  that  Circle 
as  member  of  the  Board  ? — Yes,  that  is  what  I  think. 

3792.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  the  Agricultural  Department,  as 
it  exists  at  the  present  time,  is,  in  your  opinion,  sufficiently  in  touch 
with  the  farming  community? — No, 

3793.  You  think  the  Pocal  Committee  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Council  and  Board  would  l)ring  the  Department  more  in  touch  with 
the  farmers? — Yes. 

3794.  3Ir.  Abrahamso7i.]  Why  do  you  say  the  Agricultural  De- 
partinent  is  not  in  touch  with  the  farming  community?  Have  you 
never  been  in  touch  with  them  in  your  district? — I  will  give  an  in- 
stance. In  the  Stutterheim  district  the  majority  of  the  farmers  are 
anxious  to  eradicate  Scab,  and  we  have  two  Inspectors  in  the  dis- 
trict. W  e  applied  to  the  Agricultural  Department  to  give  us  a  copy 
of  the  Scab  Inspectors'  monthly  report.  The  Department  wrote  to 
say  that  as  the  Stutterheim  Farmers'  Association  was  not  a  con- 
stitutional body  they  would  supply  a  copy  of  the  monthly  report 
to  the  Divisional  Council,  as  that  was  a  recognised  body,  and  we 
could  ap])ly  to  them  for  these  reports,  and  that  is  how  we  used  to 
receive  them.  From  these  reports  we  gathered  that  one  of  the 
Inspectors  was  very  lax  in  carrying  out  the  law,  consequently 
causing  an  increase  of  Scab  in  the  area  over  which  he  presided,  and 
we  formulated  some  complaint,  and  sent  it  to  the  Department,  with 
the  request  that  Mr.  Davison  should  come  and  investigate  into  the 
matter.  Mr.  Davison  did  so,  and  he  promised  us  that  he  would  write 
to  us  and  give  us  a  report  of  the  result  of  his  investigation.  Well, 
Mr.  Davison  substantiated  our  complaints,  and  said  he  found  the 
inspector  was  carrying  out  the  law  in  a  very  lax  way,  and  show- 
in.f  favour  to  some  farmers,  and  so  increasing  Scab  in  that  parti- 
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cular  Ward.  After  that  we  received  a  letter  from  one  Currey, 
signing  himself  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture,  telling  us  our 
complaints  were  frivolous  and  groundless.  Tnat,  of  course,  was 
not  the  way  (o  assist  us  in  carrying  out  the  law,  and  so,  instead  of 
helping  us  to  carry  out  the  law,  they  were  thwarting  us,  and  that 
is  why  I  say,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the  Department  is  not  in 
touch  with  the  farmers. 

3795.  That  is  the  only  time  you  came  in  touch  with  the  Depart- 
ment?— Yes. 

3790.  'i'hen  you  do  not  quite  approve  of  the  system  under  which 
tiie  Agricultural  Department  is  carried  on? — Not  as  it  is  at  present. 

3797.  You  think  some  change  is  required? — Yes. 

3798.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  necessary  that  at  the  head  of  a 
Department  like  the  Agricultural  Department  you  should  have  a 
man  Mdio  has  a  general  practical  knowledge  of  farming  and  its  re- 
quirements and  one  who  is  capable  also  of  judging  not  alone  the 
practical  but  the  scientific  side  also? — Yes,  that  is  what  is  needed. 

3799.  And  j'ou  think  that  with  such  a  head  of  the  Department 
assisted  bj^  an  Advisory  Board  such  as  has  been  suggested  together 
with  Committees  of  Agriculture  in  the  different  Districts  that  we 
would  find  a  great  improvement? — Yes,  I  think  we  would.  I  find 
that  the  Agricultural  Department  requires  not  only  practical  but 
scientific  advice  also,  and  there  should  be  a  good  scientific  man  or 
an  expert  attached  to  that  Department  to  advise  the  Minister  for 
Agriculture,  and  under  that  expert  there  should  be,  I  think,  two  or 
three  other  professional  men  who  might  move  round  the  country. 

3800.  T)r.  Nohbs.]  Are  you  aware  of  the  present  constitution  of 
the  Agricultural  Department  ? — No. 

3801.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  You  do  not  know  that  at  the  present 
time  there  are  a  number  of  very  good  scientific  men  in  the  Depart- 
ment?— No;  that  only  shows  how  ignorant  we  are  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  they  of  us. 

3802.  Mr.  Owen-Leivis.]  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  diffi- 
cj^ilty  in  getting  men  to  come  forward  to  serve  on  the  Local  Com- 
mittees of  Agriculture  and  on  the  Council  and  Board? — I  do  not 
think  so. 

3803.  You  think  the  farming  community  would  be  keen  to 
take  the  matter  up? — I  think  so,  because  their  interests  would  be 
served  better  by  that  system. 

3804.  You  understand  there  is  no  suggestion  to  pay  the  mem- 
bers?—I  am  in  favour  of  not  paying  them',  but  give  theni  a  free  rail- 
way pass. 

3805.  Chairman.']  The  following  suggestions  have  been  made 
to  the  Commission  of  methods  by  which,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Agricultural  Board,  financial  assistance  might  be  granted  to 
the  agricultural  population  to  enable  them  to  develop  their  re- 
sources: (a)  By  the  grant  of  loans  to  Divisional  Councils  on  the 
security  of  rates  to  enable  Divisional  Councils  either  to  carry  out 
])ublic  works  for  the  advancement  of  agricullnre  in  tlieir  districts, 
or  to  enable  them  to  advance  monev  to  Agricultural  Associations 
or  individual  farmers,  or  (b)  l)y  the  grant  of  loans,  or  by  coniribu- 
ling  on  the  £  for  £  principle  (lirect  to  Agricultural  Associations  or 
individual  farmers,  or  (r)  by  the  Government  coniribuling  on  the 
£  for  £  principle,  on  amounis  raised  l)y  Divisional  Councils  by 
means  of  a  special  agricuKural  raf(>,  levied  to  promote  the  agricul- 
tural resources  of  the  Disirici.  What  is  vour  opinion  of  these  sug- 
gestions?—! am  of  opinion  lluil   Ibc  Divisional  Council  should  be 
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completely  struck  out  of  all  these  questions  and  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter.  I  should  suggest  that  any  farmer  wishing  to 
construct  agricultural  improvements  on  his  farm,  such  as  perhaps 
going  in  for  irrigation  works  where  he  felt  it  would  be  advisable 
and  prolilabk',  should  apply  in  the  first  case  to  the  Local  Commit- 
tee of  his  District,  and  tliey  should  Investigate,  and  if  they  recom- 
niend  it,  the  Government  should  send  one  of  uieir  experts  to  look 
into  it,  and  if  he  recommended  it  Government  could  advance  the 
money  and  take  a  first  mortgage  on  the  farm. 

380G.  Mr.  Abraha/uson.]  At  present  there  is  a  system  by  which 
farmers  can  get  money  on  first  mortgage  for  irrigation  works,  what 
would  you  do  suppose  that  farms  were  already  mortgaged  ?—  That 
is  difficult  to  say. 

3807.  Supposing  now  that  a  work  such  as  is  contemplated  is 
a})pvoved  of  l)y  the  Local  Committee  and  the  Government  Expert 
and  that  it  is  calculated  to  increase  the  value  of  the  property  to  a 
great  extent,  do  you  think  that  the  Government  might  then  ad- 
vance money  although  there  is  a  mortgage  nearly  to  the  total  value 
of  the  farm  already  on  the  property,  provided  that  the  Government 
could  put  an  annual  tax  on  this  farm  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest 
of  the  loan  and  sinking  fund,  so  that  in  time  he  would  pay  off  the 
interest  and  capital.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  a  feasible 
scheme  ? — I  believe  the  Government  would  not  take  a  second  mort- 
gage, and  I  think  if  the  State  is  going  to  help  the  individual,  the 
latter  should  secure  the  State.     The  State  should  run  no  risk. 

oSOS.  Do  you  think  the  State  would  run  a  risk  ^ — The  way  you 
put  it  there  may  be  a  possibility,  and  I  say  they  should  not.  I  can 
give  you  an  instance  which  occurred  in  my  District.  A  gentleman 
there  saw  a  big  water  scheme  on  a  farm  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Newey, 
and  he  thought  he  would  also  go  in  for  a  big  water  scheme  and 
pump  the  water  from  the  Kabousie  up  to  his  house,  and  I  believe 
he  borrowed  something  like  £1,500  for  that  purpose.  He  went  in- 
solvent, but  that  was  the  only  mortgage  on  his  farm,  so  Govern- 
ment got  their  money  Ijack ;  but  I  wanted  to  show  you  it  was  sim- 
ply a  waste  of  money  because  he  could  not  irrigate  any  land  when 
he  had  the  water.  It  was  simialy  a  pet  idea  to  get  the  water  up  to 
the  house. 

3809.  Who  approved  of  that  scheme? — A  Government  otficial, 
and  he  borrowed  the  money  under  the  Irrigation  Act. 

3810.  Would  you  be  rather  in  favour  of  a  scheme  by  which 
Government  should  give  a  subsidy,  for  instance,  supposing  a  man 
wants  to  spend  £1,000,  the  Government  would  say:  "We  will  pay 
one-third  of  that  amount  if  the  work  is  done  to  our  satisfaction"? 
— I  am  afraid  there  would  be  too  many  calls  if  you  were  too  liberal. 

3811.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  coun- 
tiy  supposing  there  were  a  lot  of  calls? — The  country  w^ould  cer- 
tainly benefit  if  all  these  schemes  turned  out  profitable. 

3812.  Do  vou  think  it  would  be  a  good  investment  for  the  coun- 
try if  the  Government  say,  "  If  you  will  put  your  own  money  into 
it  we  will  help  vou"?— The  principle  is  all  right. 

3813.  As  a  matter  of  fact  with  regard  to  water-boring  the  Gov- 
ernment already  give  a  bonus  to  people  ?— I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

3814.  You  would  not  be  against  a  scheme  of  that  kind? — I 
should  like  to  think  it  over  because  it  a])ppars  to  me  there  would  be 
a  tremendous  call  upon  the  State. 

3815.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  ni;iii\  people  Avho  would 
be  willing  to  put  £1,000  down  if  Government  gave  £300?— Not  in 
our  part. 
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3816.  Suppose  a  man  says,  "  I  am  going  to  build  a  dam  costing 
£1,000,"  and  Government  say,  "  We  will  give  you  a  bonus  of  £300?  " 
— The  principle  is  all  right  in  that  case,  because  he  would  not  put 
his  own  money  in  a  work  if  he  saw  the  possibility  of  it  being  a 
failure. 

3817.  Mr.  Ruhidcje.]  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  extending  the 
same  principle  to  fencing  as  to  irrigation  works? — I  think  I  should 
be. 

3818.  Do  you  know  that  under  the  Irrigation  Act  it  a  number 
of  farmers  agree  to  construct  an  irrigation  work  they  as  a  body  can 
become  responsible  for  the  amount.  Would  you  be  also  prepared 
to  extend  that  to  a  number  of  farmers  who  jointly  wnsh  to  enclose 
the  whole  of  their  outside  boundaries  with  vermin  proof  fencing? 
You  will  admit  that  the  larger  the  area  you  enclose  the  less  per 
morgen  it  costs? — Yes,  I  would  be  in  favour  of  that. 

3819.  Supposing  there  are  a  few  farmers  inside  that  area  who 
are  going  to  benefit  bj^  the  fencing  but  who  refuse  to  contribute 
towards  its  erection,  would  you  be  prepared  to  say  that  these  few 
should  be  compelled  to  contribute? — Of  course  they  should. 

3820.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Are  the  majority  of  the  farms  in  your 
District  bonded? — I  do  not  think  they  are. 

3821.  I  suppose  a  number  of  them  are? — There  may  be  some, 
but  I  think  the  majority  are  free. 

3822.  The  farms  which  are  bonded  are  those  which  would  re- 
quire Government  assistance  most  owing  to  the  difficulty  the  far- 
mers now  have  in  raising  money  to  carry  out  reproductive  works? 
— Yes,  that  would  naturally  follow. 

3823.  The  difficulty  is  how  is  Government  going  to  advance 
money  to  a  farmer  whose  farm  is  already  bonded? — That  difficulty 
presents  itself  to  me. 

3824.  Would  you  believe  in  the  principle  by  which  Govern- 
ment could  advance  the  money  and  make  a  first  charge  on  the  pro- 
perty of  44  per  cent,  interest  and  a  sinking  fund  of  1|  per  cent, 
sinking  fund  which  would  pay  off  the  capital  and  interest  in  thirty- 
two  years? — I  should  be  in  favour  of  the  Government  assisting 
them,  but  I  want  the  State  to  be  perfectly  safe  in  any  money  they 
advance.  The  first  mortgage  on  the  farm  w'ould  prol:)ably  not  have 
been  made  for  reproductive  works.  The  idea  occurred  to  me  that 
if  there  were  already  a  mortgage  of  £1,000  on  a  farm  and  the  farmer 
wished  to  borrow  another  £500  for  reproductive  works  the  Govern- 
ment could  take  over  that  £1,000,  but  then  it  struck  me  that  they 
would  be  unable  to  do  so  as  the  money  had  not  been  advanced  for 
reproductive  works;  but  I  should  ho  in  favour  of  a  scheme  such  as 
you  suggest  so  long  as  Government  were  perfectly  safe. 

3825.  Mr.  Oostlmisen.]  What  means  are  there  of  further  de- 
veloping your  Uisti'ict? — ^We  are  not  an  agricultural  district,  but  a 
pastoral  dislrict.  There  are  a  large  number  of  farms  in  our  dis- 
trict on  wliicli  \(Hi  can  hardly  plough  sufltlcient  for  youi'  own  con- 
sumption. 

3826.  Is  that  owing  to  want  of  tlej)lh  of  soili — Y'es,  to  a  great 
extent.  In  many  parts  there  is  a  gravel  bed  underlying  the  sur- 
face. Tlie  only  portion  of  our  district  which  can  be  succiessfully 
cultivated  is  the  Waterford  Estate,  which  has  a  water-furrow 
which  extends  for  atxiut  ehwen  miles.  A  large  quantity  of  crops 
are  grown  along  this  fni'row. 

3827.  Are  the  farms  in  your  district  almost  entirely  enclosed 
with  fencing? — Yes;  but  of  course  they  are  not  all  enclosed  with 
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vermin  proof  fencing,  but  I  believe  this  is  being  erected  by  degrees. 
They  have  been  enclosed  with  plain  wire  and  pole  fencing  for  a 
number  of  years. 

3828.  Therefore  you  keep  as  much  stock  as  you  possibly  can? 
--Yes,  we  have  to,  to  live,  because  the  farms  are  very  small. 

3829.  Are  there  places  suitable  for  irrigation  works  in  your 
district? — I  do  not  think  so. 

3830.  Not  even  for  small  schemes  ? — Yes,  for  small  ones  pro- 
bably. 

3831.  Mr.  Ro(/ers.]  What  are  your  principal  drawbacks  in  farm- 
ing in  your  district? — The  greatest  drawback  I  have  is  that  I  have 
no  ground  to  plough  and  to  grow  anything  for  winter  food  in  any 
quantity. 

3832.  Is  there  any  Pleai't water  in  your  district? — Not  that  I 
know  of,  except  perhaps  down  on  the  border  in  the  rough  country 
where  sheep  cannot  live  now.  Whether  they  die  from  Heartwater 
or  Gall-ziek  I  do  not  know. 

Francis  Carr  Bayly,  examined. 

3833.  Chairman.]  Where  do  you  live  ? — In  Britstown  district, 
farm  Jackhalskuilen. 

3834.  You  are  a  stock-farmer? — Yes. 

3835.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony;  the  duties  of  such  Council 
to  be:  (1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  affecting  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — Yes,  I  am  in 
favour  of  that. 

3836.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  more  desirable  for  the 
members  of  this  Council  to  be  elected  by  (1)  Committees  of  Agricul- 
ture, which  should  be  formed  in  each  Fiscal  Division  and  elected 
l)y  the  landowners  in  each  Ward;  or  (2)  that  they  should  be  elected 
by  the  ratepayers  of  each  Fiscal  Division? — I  approve  of  having  a 
Committee  of  Agriculture  in  each  District,  but  I  think  the  members 
should  be  nominated  by  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  the  District  be- 
cause my  opinion  is  that  politics  will  not  be  kept  out  of  such  a  body 
if  elected  by  landowners ;  if  it  could  be  it  would  be  all  right. 

3837.  What  maJves  you  think  if  the  members  are  nominated  by 
the  Civil  Commissioner  that  politics  will  be  kept  out?- — My  opinion 
is  that  he  would  nominate  the  best  men  irrespective  of  politics. 

3838.  Do  you  not  think  more  interest  would  be  taken  in  such  a 
Local  Committee  when  the  members  are  elected  by  the  landowners 
in  the  District? — Past  experience  has  shown  me  that  the  best  men 
are  not  elected. 

3839.  Would  that  be  so  in  the  North-Western  Districts  ?— Yes, 
[  am  afraid  that  would  be  the  case. 

3840.  You  cannot  speak  of  Richmond,  Hope  Town,  and  Vic- 
toria West  ? — I  think  the  same  thing  would  occur  there ;  but  as  for 
my  own  district,  I  am  positive  of  that. 

3841.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Do  you  not  think  if  that  Local  Committee 
were  elected  but  presided  over  by  a  Magistrate  that  that  would 
tend  to  keep  politics  out  of  it  to  a  large  extent? — It  is  not  kejit  out- 
of  Divisional  Councils  and  Scab  Boards. 

3842.  Mr.  Roriers.]  You  seem  to  be  afraid  of  politics  being  in- 
troduced into  these  Committees.    Why  should  it  be  so?    Are  not 


S7i) 


the  agricultural  interests  of     both     parties     identical?— Yes,  they 
ought  to  be,  but  many  people  do  not  look  at  it  that  way. 

3843.  Would  vou  explain  to  the  Commission  where  the  danger 
comes  in?— Because  with  regard  to  Scab  Boards  we  are  allowed  to 
eieci  our  own  members  in  our  District,  and  the  best  men  are  not  on 
the  Scab  Board.  There  are  men  with  whom  I  disagree  in  politics, 
but  whom  I  look  upon  ^^•ith  great  respect  as  farmers  who  are  not  on 
the  Board.    That  is  what  I  am  afraid  of. 

3844.  Mi:  Oosthuisen.]  You  would  nevertheless  like  in  some 
way  or  another  to  organise  the  farmers  in  order  to  take  an  interest 
generally  in  agriculture  in  their  district? — Yes,  certainly. 

3845.  Would  you  therefore  be  in  favour  of  a  certain  number  of 
the  members  of  this  Local  Committee  being  elected  by  landoAvners 
and  the  others  nominated  by  the  Civil  Commissioner  ?— Yes,  I 
think  that  would  give  the  people  a  greater  interest  in  it. 

3846.  What  should  be  the  number  of  members  of  this  Local 
Committee? — Two  members  for  each  Ward. 

3847.  Would  you  have  half  of  them  nominated  ?— Yes,  half 
nominated  and  half  elected. 

3848.  Would  you  allow  this  Committee  of  Agriculture  to  nomi- 
nate a  member  for  the  Council  of  Agriculture  ? — Yes. 

3849.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  Government  nominating  one- 
third  of  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture? — Yes. 

3850.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  We  may  take  it  that  you  are  in  favour 
of  the  principle  of  these  reforms.  The  only  objection  you  have  to 
them  is  that  you  are  afraid  that  i)olitics  will  be  introduced? — Yes, 
that  is  the  only  thing  I  am  afraid  of. 

3851.  If  one  could  put  politics  on  one  side  you  believe  the 
carrying  out  of  these  reforms  would  do  good  to  the  farming  com- 
munity?— Yes,  I  certainly  think  so. 

3852.  Chairman.]  Is  the  Agricultural   Department  as  it  exists 
.at  the  present  time  sufficiently    in    touch    Avith  the  farming  com- 
munity in  your  opinion? — No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

3853.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  the  De- 
partment in  your  District? — Yes.  It  is  such  a  trouble  to  get  any- 
thing from  the  Department. 

3854.  Do  you  sometimes  correspond  with  the  Department? — 
Very  often. 

3855.  Do  you  get  satisfactory  replies? — Sometimes  and  some- 
times not. 

3856.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  find  much  delay  in  getting 
replies  to  your  communications? — Not  lately,  but  formerly  we  did. 

3857.  How  long  do  you  mean? — A  couple  of  years  back. 

3858.  Were  most  of  the  replies  to  the  effect  that  the  matter  was 
receiving  attention? — Yes,  those  are  mostly  the  replies  we  get  and 
nothing  besides. 

3859.  The  Government  has  done  nothing  in  your  district  to 
help  the  farmers? — No. 

3y6U.  Lxcei)t  carrying  out  the  Seal)  Act? — Yes,  that  is  all. 

386L  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  The  Government  has  never  sent  any  of 
Iheir  exi)erts  into  your  District  (o  see  in  whal  way  tliey  could 
(levelo))  the  district  ?-   Not   l<»  in\    ktiowli'dge. 

3862.  Are  you  of  opinion  Mint  \<)ui'  District  can  be  furliicr 
developed  ? — Yes. 

3863.  In  what  way  would  you  suggest?  -By  making  large 
dams  and  Avater-boring. 

3864.  Have  you  good  sites  for  making  dams? — Yes. 
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3865.  Small  dams?--  No,  fairly  large  ones. 

3866.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  farmers  in  your  District 
have  applied  to  the  Government  for'  funds? — No,  they  have  not 
a])[)]ied. 

;)867.  To  what  do  yon  allribule  the  indifference  of  the  farmers 
in  applying  for  assistance? — To  this,  that  we  have  heard  of  others 
who  did  apply  with  very  unsatisfactory  results  in  the  way  they 
were  treated  by  Government. 

3868.  Are  you  of  o]jini(jn  that  having  this  Local  Agricultural 
Committee  in  a  district  that  that  would  materially  help  the  far- 
mers?— Yes,  that  is  my  oi)inion.  Of  course,  they  would  be  more  in 
touch  with  the  farmers,  and  local  men  are  always  better  able  to 
give  information  on  any  kind  of  work  in  the  district  than  one  who 
does  not  know  the  district. 

3869.  Therefore  you  would  give  this  Local  Agricultural  Com- 
mittee the  pow^er  of  di^aling  with  the  Department  direct  in  matters 
concerning  farmers  in  their  district? — Yes. 

3870.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis^  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  improve- 
ment if  the  permanent  head  of  the  Department  were  a  practical 
and  experienced  agriculturist? — Certainly  it  is  supposed  that  he 
should  be. 

3871.  You  do  not  believe  in  a  principle  in  which  the  permanent 
head  is  a  man  who  has  absolutely  no  practical  knowledge  of  farm- 
ing?— I  cannot  believe  in  such  a  thing. 

3872.  You  think  it  would  be  a  great  improvement  if  the  head 
of  the  Department  were  a  practical  man  who  moved  about  the  coun- 
try and  came  in  touch  with  the  farming  community? — Yes. 

3873.  Chairmcm.]  Certain  suggestions  have  been  made  to  the 
Commission  of  methods  by  which  financial  assistance  might  be 
granted  to  the  agricultural  population  to  enable  them  to  develop 
their  resources.  These  suggestions  will  be  found  in  the  instructions 
issued  to  the  Commission,  a  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  you. 
What  is  your  opinion  of  them? — I  think  the  second  suggestion,  by 
the  grant  of  loans,  or  by  contributing  on  the  £  for  £  ])rinciple  direct 
to  Agricultural  Associations  or  individual  farmers  would  be  pre- 
ferable. 

3874.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  You  would  not  allow  the  Divisional 
Councils  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  matter? — I  am  afraid  of 
that.  I  agree  with  the  third  suggestion  that  a  whole  district 
should  be  taxed  in  order  to  have  big  agricultural  works  con- 
structed. 

3875.  Would  you  give  the  power  of  levying  a  rate  to  the  Divi- 
sional Councils  ? — Yes. 

3876.  Have  you  no  alternative  idea  to  [)ropose  or  to  suggest? — 
No. 

3877.  Why  would  you  give  the  power  of  levying  the  rate  to  the 
Divisional  Council?  Is  not  that  body  elected  almost  solely  for 
road  purposes? — They  are  really  elected  to  look  after  the  interests 
of  the  Division. 

3878.  But  they  have  nothing  to  do  directly  with  farmers  except 
looking  after  the  roads  and  levjang  rates  for  that  purpose? — Yes. 

3879.  Do  you  think  that  they  are  a  body  at  the  present  time 
which  c(ndd  be  entrusted  with  taxing  jjowers  for  expenditure  on 
irrigation  works  and  things  of  that  kind,  or  Avould  it  not  be  better 
to  have  a  body  such  as  is  suggested  which  is  elected  bv  the  land- 
owners in  the"  district?— Yes,  I  prefer  that,  but  I  think  the  Divi- 
sional Council  as  a  rule  would  be  very  careful  in  raising  rates. 
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68S0.  As  a  matter  of  fact  if  you  gave  the  Divisional  Councils 
such  powers  you  would  increase  the  powers  they  have  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  these  Local  Committees? 
— Yes,  certainly,  but  I  thought  these  suggestions  were  made  in  case 
the  Local  Committees  did  not  exist.  If  such  a  Committee  exists 
it  would  not  be  wise  to  give  the  Divisional  Council  that  power. 

oS81.  You  would  rather  be  in  favour  of  these  Committees 
having  such  a  power,  if  such  a  power  exists,  than  giving  it  to  the 
Divisional  Council? — Yes. 

3882.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  giving  a  subsidy  to  indivi- 
duals or  Associations  who  were  prepared  to  spend  money  on  irri- 
gation works  I — Yes. 

3883.  Say,  for  instance,  a  man  is  prepared  to  spend  £1,000  on  a 
dam,  do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  Government  to  say 
on  condition  he  spends  such  an  amount,  they  will  give  £300? — Yes, 
I  think  it  would  encourage  them. 

3884.  You  think  it  would  be  monev  well  spent  by  Government? 
—Yes. 

3885.  With  regard  to  loans,  do  you  know  that  at  present  under 
the  Irrigation  Act  a  man  can  obtain  money  from  Government  for 
irrigation  works  provided  he  gave  a  first  mortgage  on  his  farm  to 
Government  1 — Yes. 

3886.  There  are  many  instances  where  farms  are  already  mort- 
gaged. Would  you  be  in  favour  of  some  scheme  by  which  Govern- 
ment could  advance  money  to  owners  of  land  notwithstanding  that 
the  land  is  already  mortgaged  to  other  people? — If  there  is  a  first 
mortgage  on  the  property  the  bondholder  would  perhaps  not  agree 
to  take  a  second  bond,  and  on  the  other  hand  Government  must 
also  be  secured. 

3)887.  Do  you  think  that  such  a  scheme  as  this  would  be 
feasible  that  if  Government  advance  money  on  a  farm  already 
mortgaged  that  an  annual  (juitrent  should  be  levied  on  the  farm 
which  would  take  precedence  over  any  bond,  and  that  this  charge 
be  for  interest  and  sinking  fund  until  tlie  ca})ital  and  interest  is 
paid  off? — I  think  that  that  would  be  a  great  help  to  those  who 
want  to  construct  large  irrigation  works,  but  who  cannot  give  Gov- 
ernment a  first  ')ond.     I  think  it  is  a  very  feasible  scheme. 

3888.  Of  course,  there  is  this  danger  that  ihe  mortgagee  might, 
object.  Do  you  think  under  those  circumstances  the  Government 
might  say  they  will  take  the  Ijond  over  as  well  in  order  to  enable 
the  man  to  do  this  work? — I  do  not  thiulv  the  mortgagee  ought  to 
object  because  it  woidd  im})rove  the  farm. 

3889.  And  if  he  did  call  in  his  money  in  consequence,  you 
think  there  would  be  other  people  wlio  would  come  forward  to  take 
up  the  mortgage? — I  thinlv  so,  but  it  is  dilRcult  to  say. 

3890.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  Supposing  that  man  cannot  get  anybody 
else  to  take  over  that  bond,  would  \<)u  l»e  ju'epared  (o  say  that  Gov- 
ernment then  should  come  forward  lo  lake  oxer  liial  l)on(]  ? — Yes, 
only  in  such  an  event. 

3891.  You  stated  th;il  xou  would  be  in  favour  of  giving  the 
Local  Committees  ralini!  powers  to  lax  the  whole  district  for  an 
irrigation  scheme  hene'fiting  the  whole  districl.  Would  you  l)e  in 
favour  of  doing  so  if  (»nl\-  one  porlion  of  Ihe  districl  were  benefited? 
—No,  certainly  not;  hul  nevei-theless  such  a-  ])iece  of  work  would 
be  a  very  valual)k'  asset  for  the  whole  district. 

3892.  Would  you  lie  |)re])ared  to  pay  a  tax  in  order  to  ])ay  for  a 
dam  o)i  Dr.  Sniarll's  farm?  T  could  make  use  oT  the  very  same 
privileges,  and  he  would  be  taxed  for  my  works. 


379 

•3893.  Mr.  Orpen.]  When    you    spoke  of  the  Divisional  Council 

.l)ein<i'  empowered  to  deal  with  this  matter  it  was  only  in  case  there 

were  no  other  body  such  as    a    Local    Agricultural  Committee  in 

existence? — Yes.     If  we  could  have  Local  Agricultural  Committees 

it  would  be  preferal)]e. 

3894.  Have  you  had  much  experience  of  Divisional  Councils 
in  your  District? — I  have  never  been  a  member  of  one. 

3895.  Do  you  know  whether  your  Divisional  Council  has 
given  satisfaction  to  landowners  in  your  Division? — No,  it  has  not. 

3896.  Mr.  Oosihiiisen.]  You  said  you  were  in  favour  of  the  Local 
Committees  levying  an  agricultural  rate  in  their  districts  to  de- 
veloj)  their  resources? — Yes. 

3897.  I  take  it  that  they  would  lend  this  money  to  the  farmers 
on  a  certain  security  and  not  give  it? — Yes,  lend  it. 

3898.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Are  the  majority  of  the  farms  in  your 
district  bonded? — Yes. 

3899.  I  suppose  those  farms  which  are  bonded  are  those  which 
would  find  it  very  difficult  to  raise  monej^  from  private  sources  to 
carry  out  reproductive  works? — Yes,  they  would  find  it  very  diffi- 
cult. 

3900.  What  interest  would  they  have  to  pay  on  a  second  mort- 
gage i — From  6  per  cent,  to  8  per  cent. 

3901.  I  suppose  these  farms  are  the  most  backward? — Yes. 

3902.  And  the  Government  would  consequently  be  the  only 
body  who  could  help  them? — Yes. 

3903.  3Ir.  Rvhidge.]  You  are  principally  interested  in  stock- 
farming? — Yes. 

3904.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Government  applying  the 
same  principle  to  vermin  proof  fencing  as  to  the  construction  of 
irrigation  works? — Yes,  where  a  block  of  farms  could  be  enclosed 
or  the  whole  district,  I  would  be  in  favour  of  the  Government 
coming  to  the  assistance  of  the  farmers. 

3905.  In  the  event  of  some  objecting  to  contribute,  although 
they  would  lienefit  by  the  erection  of  the  fence,  would  you  be  in 
favour  of  their  being  com[)elled  to  pay  a  jjro  rata  share? — Yes. 

3906.  Mr.  Abra/uatison.]  Are  you  troubled  much  with  jackals  in 
your  District? — Yes. 

3907.  Are  you  doing  much  good  with  poisons? — Yes;  but  we 
cannot  get  rid  of  them. 

3908.  You  think  jackal-fencing  would  be  preferable? — Yes,  it 
would  make  the  area  so  much  smaller. 

3909.  You  thinlv  it  would  be  of  assistance? — Yes,  certainly. 

3910.  You  think  if  Government,  instead  of  giving  a  bonus  to 
Poisoning  Clubs,  were  to  assist  in  the  erection  of  jackal-fencing 
instead,  that  it  would  be  preferable? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

3911.  Have  you  heard  of  any  farmers  who  have  erected  this 
jackal-fencing  being  benefited  thereby  ? — Yes,  they  have  proved 
very  satisfactory. 

Gert  Jacobus  Nortje,  examined. 

3912.  Chairman.]  You  are  a  farmer  in  the  Willowmore  district? 
—Yes. 

3913.  Do  you  know  the  object  of  this  Commission? — Yes,  I  do. 

3914.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony  ? — Yes,  I  am  in  favour  of  that. 
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3915.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  desirable  for  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  to  be  elected  by  Committees  of  Agriculture  in 
the  difTerent  Fiscal  Divisions? — Yes,  I  approve  of  the  election  of 
Local  Committees. 

3916.  Should  they  be  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Field- 
cornetcy  ( — Yes. 

3917.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Would  you  i)refer  this  Local  Committee 
to  be  made  up  of  two  members  from  each  Field-cornetcy  or  that  the 
whole  of  the  landowners  in  the  Fiscal  Division  should  elect  the 
whole  committee? — I  am  in  favour  of  each  Field-cornetcy  electing 
two  members. 

3918.  Would  you  like  this  Local  Committee  to  elect  a  delegate 
tc  the  Council? — Yes,  I  should  say  so  seeing  that  they  are  elected 
by  the  landowners. 

3919.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  the 
District  ..eing  the  Chairman  of  the  Local  Committee? — I  think  it 
would  be  nothing  more  than  right  that  the  Civil  Commissioner 
should  be  Chairman. 

3920.  Do  you  not  think  that  only  one  mendjer  should  be  elected 
from  each  AVard  and  the  Government  should  nominate  the  other? 
— I  should  prefer  that  the  landowners  should  elect  both  the  mem- 
bers. 

392L  You  think  the  best  men  in  each  instance  would  be  elected 
on  the  Local  Committees? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

3922.  It  is  suggested  that  the  Government  should  nominate 
one- third  of  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture.  Are  you 
in  favour  of  that? — Yes,  I  have  no  objection  to  that.  I  think  it  is 
quite  right  that  the  Government  should  nominate  one-third. 

3923.  But  you  do  not  agree  with  their  nominating  any  mem- 
bers of  the  Local  Committee? — No. 

3924.  It  is  })roposed  that  the  Board  (jf  Agriculture  should  be 
comprised  of  twenty-seven  members.  Do  you  think  that  would  oe 
too  large  a  nund)er? — No,  I  do  not  think  if  is  too  large. 

3925.  Do  you  agree  with  the  way  in  which  the  members  are 
jjroposed  to  be  nominaled  by  the  Council? — Yes,  I  agree  with  that. 

3926.  You  do  not  think  that  the  Divisional  Council  is  the 
projx'r  l)ody  to  deal  w.ith  this  matter? — No,  I  think  the  Divisional 
Councils  shoidd  be  left  out  of  it  as  much  as  possible. 

3927.  Are  you  a  memljer  of  a  Divisional  Council? — Yes. 

3928.  And  you  sjjcak  from  your  experience  of  their  work? — Yes. 

3929.  Mr.  Owen- Lewis.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  there  being 
some  high  qualifications  for  the  members  of  these  Local  Commit- 
tees and  of  (he  Council  and  Board  in  this  way,  that  they  should  b(> 
possessed  of  land  or  in  occupation  of  land  not  less  than  £500  in 
value  l)efore  being  eligible  for  menil.>ership? — Yes,  I  agree  with 
that.      A  man  of  some  standing  ought  to  be  elected  as  a  member. 

3930.  Would  you  l)e  in  favour  of  the  election  of  the  members  of 
the  Local  Committee  being  left  to  the  landowners  and  lessees  of 
pro])(>rty  of  a  certain  \;'lue  insh'ad  of  leaving  it  to  Divisional  Coun 
cil  ratepayers? — Yes,  to  owners  of  land  of  the  value  of  ,C500. 

3931.  Mr.  .\hr(ili(imson.'\    With    regard    to    two    n)embers    being 
elected  from  each  Ward,  do  you  think  you  would   have  in  every 
Ward  (wo  men  who  are  representative  enough  to  go  on  to  the  Com- 
mittee, or  would  you  allow  the  landowners  to  elect  a  man  from  out 
side? — ^'es,  T  think  so  long  as  he  resides  in  the  Fiscal  Division. 

30:!2.  ^'oll  Ihinlv  it  is  Ix'ttei'  to  give  each  Field-cornetcy  the  right 
io  elcci  ihcsc  iiii'hiliers  of  the  Local  Committee  instead  of  having 
Iheni  elected  li\   (he  landowners  in  the  whole  district? — Yes.    . 
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3933.  Mr.  RitUdge]  Would  you  give  these  members  any  remu- 
neration for  their  services  ?-  No;  but  they  sliould  be  paid  out  of 
pocket  expenses. 

3934.  Do  you  not  tliink  the  political  element  in  some  parts 
would  perhaps  be  ]n-ejudicial  in  the  election  of  these  men,  and  that 
you  would  not  get  the  1)est  men? — That  is  a  diflficull  (|uestion  to 
answer;  but  I  should  take  the  risk. 

3935.  It  has  been  said  that  there  is  that  danger,  and  it  was  sug- 
gested that  one  memlier  from  each  Field-cornetcy  should  ])e  elected 
by  the  landowners,  and  the  other  nominated  by  the  Magistrate,  in 
order  to  avoid  any  danger  of  ihat  kind.  Vvould  you  be  in  favour 
of  that  suggestion? — I  think  it  is  l)etter  to  l.\Tve  the  thing  entirely 
to  the  landowners  in  the  Field-cornetcies,  as  it  is  their  own  inte- 
rests which  are  concerned. 

3936.  Mr.  Blaine^  When  you  spoke  about  the  qualifications  of 
the  electors  of  the  members  for  the  Local  Committees,  you  meant 
holders  of  land  as  farms,  and  not  general  property? — Yes. 

3937.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  You  would  exclude  the  townsmen  entirely 
froiii  voting  for  this  Agricultural  Committee? — No,  not  as  long  as 
they  are  farmers. 

3938.  Mr.  Rogers.1,  Would  you  favour  the  scheme  of  having  one 
large  Council  of  Agriculture  in  preference  to  having  a  number  of 
small  ones  representing  areas  with  identical  interests? — I  think  the 
Local  Committees  are,  so  to  speak,  smaller  Councils.  I  think  it 
would  work  ]>etter  that  every  district  should  have  its  own  Local 
Committee,  and  then  that  these  should  elect  delegates  for  the  larger 
Council. 

3939.  You  would  do  away,  to  a  certain  extent,  with  the  cumber- 
someness  of  the  scheme  having  three  bodies? — I  cannot  say  I  am 
against  having  three  bodies. 

3940.  Mr.  Oosthvise^i.]  Do  you  think  the  members  of  the  Local 
Committees  should  he  paid? — No. 

8941.  Do  you  think  the  Agricultural  Department  is  in  suffi- 
cient touch  with  the  farming  community  of  the  Colony? — I  do  not 
think  so. 

3942.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  We  are  inquiring  into  the  best  means 
by  which  the  Government  should  render  financial  aid  either  to 
Associations  of  Farmers  or  to  individual  farmers,  in  order  that  re- 
productive works  may  be  constructed  on  farm  properties.  Have 
you  seen  the  Government  Memorandum  on  this  suliject,  suggest- 
ing three  alternative  methods  of  doing  so,  and  marked  respectively 
a,  b,  and  c? — I  have. 

3943.  31  r.  Oost1misen?\  Do  you  find  that  farmers  do  not  avail 
themselves  of  the  Irrigation  Acts,  so  as  to  olitain  loans  from  Gov- 
ernment for  irrigation  purposes? — Yes. 

3944.  To  what  do  you  ascribe  this  unwillingness  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  these  Acts  for  financial  help,  on  the  ])art  of  farmers? — 
A  good  many  fainners  say  there  is  too  much  risk,  and  too  much 
unnecessary  expense  connected  with  it.  For  example,  say  that  a 
man  wants"  to  get  a  loan  from  Government  for  the  construction  of 
a  dam.  The  Government  will  send  one  or  two  engineers,  and  they 
can  recommend  or  condemn  the  scheme,  which  might  cost  the  far- 
mer £100  or  £150  in  preliminary  expense.  He  has  to  spend  that 
money  which  is  absolutely  thrown  away,  if  the  scheme  is  con- 
demned. 

3945.  Have  you  any  othev  reason? — No. 

3946.  Are  there  not  a  g()od  manv  farmers  who  do  not  care  to 
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approach  the  Government  individually,  for  such  purposes,  but  who 
would  do  so  if  they  could  communicate  with  the  Agricultural  De- 
l>artment  through  a  Local  Committee^ — Yes,  if  Local  Committees 
were  established,  they  would  certainly  bring  the  farmers  in  closer 
touch  with  the  Department. 

3947.  And  you  think  that  these  Local  Committees  would  be 
more  able  to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  different  schemes  before 
any  expenses  were  incurred  by  the  farmer  on  the  recommendation 
of  a  Departmental  Engineer? — Yes. 

3948.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  these  Local  Committees  being 
authorised  to  levy  a  local  rate  for  agricultural  purposes? — I  do  not 
think  SO;  they  should  have  no  such  authority. 

3949.  Even  if  the  Government  contributed  on  the  £  for  £  prin- 
ciple?— Even  then,  1  think,  it  would  cause  a  lot  of  dissatisfaction. 

3950.  It  would  not,  in  your  opinion,  be  regarded  as  a  popular 
system  ? — No. 

395L  Which,  do  you  think,  would  be  the  1)est  way  to  help  the 
farmers? — That  is  rather  a  difficult  question  to  answer.  The  £  for 
£  principle  appears  to  recommend  itself,  but  that  would  only  mean 
that  a  man  who  could  actually  lay  down  his  sovereign  for  every 
sovereign  advanced  l)y  the  Government  would  receive  the  benefit 
of  an  advance. 

3952.  You  do  not  think  the  poor  man  woidd  be  better  supported, 
and  it  is  really  the  man  who  can  hel])  himself  who  would  derive 
an\  benefit? — Yes;  I  think  that  after  all,  however,  the  £  for  £  prin- 
ciple is  the  best. 

3953.  Do  you  think  that  the  Government  should  subsidise  the 
farmer  to  the  extent  of  lending  a  pound  sterling  for  every  sovereign 
offered  to  ))e  expended  by  the  farmer.  Say,  for  instance,  a  farmer 
wants  £1,000  to  construct  some  works  of  improvement  on  his  pro- 
perty, and  he  is  })repared  to  s])end  £500  on  the  work,  the  Govern- 
ment should  lend  him  £500?  Is  that  your  idea? — My  opinion  is  tUat 
the  Government  slioald  grant  this  money,  as  a  loan,  on  the  £  for  £ 
principle. 

3954.  Would  the  farmer  have  to  give  a  mortgage  on  his  farm 
for  the  amount? — I  do  not  think  so;  the  levying  of  a  rate,  under 
the  })roposal  "  C,"  should  be  sufficient. 

3955.  Do  you  think  your  district  could  he  more  largely  de- 
veloped if  the  Government  came  to  the  assistance  of  farmers? — Yes, 
I  think  to  the  extent  of  100  per  cent.,  if  the  farmers  got  assistance. 

3956.  Would  you  favour  large  irrigation  works  or  small  un- 
dertakings?— T  am  in  favour  of  small  irrigation  schemes,  which 
would  be  undertaken  by  the  farmers  themselves,  with  Government 
assistance  when  necessary. 

3957.  Has  there  been  an\'  irrigation  scheme  commenced  in 
your  district,  l)ut  not  comi)leted,  on  account  of  the  want  of  fuiuls? 
— Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

3958.  Did  they  not  construct  a  furrow  in  Steytlerville? — They 
commenced  that  with  their  own  resources,  l)uf  it  was  left  unfin- 
ished, whether  on  account  of  ttie  funds  running  out,  1  do  not 
know.  Some  thousands  of  pounds  were  (|uitc  wasted  on  that 
scheme. 

3959.  Was  that  for  the  village  itself,  in  order  to  irrigate  tlie  land 
from  the  river?-  Yes. 

3960.  You  do  not  know  the  reason  why  it  was  ,Ml)an(U)ned  ?~ 
Not  for  certain. 

3961.  Is  there  any  other  nn^ans  by  which  the  Government  could 
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assist  your  particular  district,  beyond  irrigation  works? — No,  I  do 
not  Ihinl?  there  is,  except  (hat  in  a(hlitioii  to  irrigation  we  would 
like  to  gel  all  the  scrub  destroyed  in  the  District. 

;>962.  Would  you  apply  this  £  for  £  principle  not  only  to  irriga- 
tion and  the  building  of  dams,  Ijut  to  the  erection  of  vermin-proof 
fencing? — Yes,  I  thinlc  (hat  would  be  a  good  thing,  l)u(  not  for 
ordinary  fencing. 

3963.  Mr.  liofjers.]  Do  you  express  the  opinion  thai  farmers  do 
not  avail  themselves  of  the  means  of  raising  loans  under  the  Irri- 
gation Act,  on  account  of  (he  heavy  preliminary  expenses,  and 
have  you  any  particular  case  of  that  kind  which  has  come  under 
your  notice? — No,  it  is  hearsay  in  my  district. 

Llewellyn  -himes  Roberts,  examined. 

3964.  Chairman.]  What  is  your  occupation? — I  am  a  farmer 
and  also  managing  director  of  a  Creamery  Company,  in  Fort  Beau- 
fort. 

"3965.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  Local  Commit- 
tees of  Agriculture,  also  a  Council  and  a  Board  of  Agriculture,  for 
the  advancement  of  the  farming  interests  of  the  Colony,  as  set  forth 
in  the  Memorandum  which,  I  understand,  w^as  furnished  to  you? — 
I  am  in  favour  of  some  alteration  in  the  Agricultural  Department, 
which  I  do  not  think  is  at  present  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farmers;  but  I  am  against  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agricul- 
ture as  laid  down  in  this  Memorandum. 

3966.  What  would  you  suggest? — I  do  not  think  you  can  take 
a  brand  new  organisation  like  this  and  force  it  on  the  farmers.  It 
would  be  too  cum])ersome.  The  majority  of  the  farmers  in  this 
Colony  are  a  retrogressive  body,  and  you  would  have  a  retro- 
gressive Council  elected,  and  retrogressive  legislation  advised  by 
them.  You  have  at  the  present  time  two  organisations,  the  Central 
Farmers'  Association  and  the  Bond.  These  two  organisations  are 
working  very  well  throughout  the  Colony,  in  almost  every  District, 
and  I  think  you  might  easily  at  their  Congresses  get  them  to  elect, 
say,  nine  members  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture.  I  believe  you  would 
then  get  a  fairly  progressive  liody  of  men.  I  do  not  mean  "  Pro- 
gressive "  from  a  political  point  of  view,  but  there  are  progressive 
men  in  the  Bond  as  well  as  in  other  Associations.  But  if  you  go  to 
the  various  Districts  and  have  men  elected  by  the  landowners  and 
farmers  only,  then  you  will  have  retrogression. 

3967.  But  these  bodies  are  not  recognised  by  Government ;  they 
have  no  status;  and  a  Bill  may  be  introduced  ito  authorise  the  oflfi- 
cial  recognition  of  these  Local  Committees,  and  the  Council  and 
Board  of  Agriculture.  What  is  your  reply  to  that? — I  know  the 
organisations  I  have  mentioned  are  not  recognised  by  Government, 
but  they  should  be,  and  I  repeat  I  do  not  think  you  will  force  a 
brand  new  thing  like  this  on  the  fai-ming  community  generally. 

3968.  Mr.  Rogers.']  As  a  farmer  and  landowner,' are  you  satis- 
fied with  the  work  done  in  the  past  by  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment?— I  think  they  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good  work,  and  I 
think  that  if  they  had  been  more  in  touch  with  the  farming  com- 
munity they  Avould  have  done  better  work.  If  you  had  a  man 
possessed  of  technical  knowledge  at  the  head  of  the  Department  it 
would  add  greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Department.  Speaking 
v.'ithout  disparagement  I  do  not  think  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Agriculture  is  in  touch  with  the  farmers.     The  head  of  the  Depart- 
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iiient  should  be  a  man  who,  by  training  and  experience  and  know- 
ledge, is  able  to  grasp  the  different  scientific  questions  which  crop 
up,  and  also  to  direct  the  efforts  of  the  scientific  men  making  in- 
vestigations in  the  Agricultural  Department.  Take  for  instance 
the  investigations  made  by  Mr.  Lounsbury,  and  his  valuable  dis- 
coveries. I  know  these  were  made  partly  on  his  own  personal  en- 
deavour. Very  little  encouragement  is  given  to  able  and  qualified 
men  to  pursue  their  scientific  inquiries.  If  scientific  men  on  the 
staff  do  not  love  the  work  they  are  engaged  in  fur  its  own  sake,  they 
will  not  do  it  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  If  you  had  a  good,  scientific 
man  who  has  had  a  thoroughly  sound,  practical  training,  at  the 
head  of  the  Department,  you  would  have  all  the  Board  that  would 
be  necessary.  However,  I  would  like  to  see  an  Advisorj^  Board 
appointed.  I  would  not  like  to  see  ihis  scheme  thrown  out  alto- 
gether, as  I  think  it  would  l)e  of  great  assistance  to  the  Agricultural 
Department. 

3969.  I  suppose  you  are  aware  that  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment is  a  costly  branch  of  the  Public  Service? — Yes,  and  this 
scheme  would  make  it  more  costly. 

3970.  Do  vou  think  the  countrv  is  getting  value  for  the  money 
expended  upon  and  l)y  this  Department? — Yes,  I  think  it  is.  At 
the  same  time  we  might  get  better  value,  but  I  would  be  very  sorry 
to  do  away  with  the  Agricultural  Department,  because  at  present 
we  are  not  getting  as  much  value  as  we  could  get  out  of  it. 

3971.  Do  you  think  we  would  get  better  value  V)y  the  formation 
of  a  Board  of  Agriculture?—!  think  so,  provided  you  do  not  make 
it  too  big  and  cumbersome. 

3972.  Of  whom  would  you  have  this  Board  comprised? — I 
would  have  it  smaller  than  is  suggested  here.  So  many  as  twenty- 
seven  members  would  be  rather  cumbersome.  I  should  say  a. 
dozen  or  fifteen  men  ought  to  be  quite  enough.  Two-thirds  of  these 
should  be  elected  ))\'  I  he  farmers,  and  one-third  nominated  I\v  the 
Government. 

3973.  Why  should  the  Ciovernment  have  one-third? — ^In  order 
to  give  the  Government  a  certain  voice  in  the  organisation. 

3974.  Why  should  the  Government  have  a  voice? — Govern- 
ment men  would  have  a  better  idea  of  what  the  finances  would 
allow  to  be  done.  The  farmers  and  the  Government  men  could 
speak  from  their  respective  points  of  view. 

3975.  Would  there  not  be  some  danger  of  the  scheme  being  in- 
fused with  too  much  of  the  political  element? — That  is  what  I 
would  wish  to  guard  against.  If  you  are  going  to  elect  these  men 
by  means  of  Committees  in  each  District  all  over  the  Colony,  you 
will  have  it  a  political  organisation. 

397G.  What  reason  have  you  for  (liinking  so? — In  reply  I  would 
say,  look  at  the  Beaufort  West  Scab  Conference;  what  was  that? 
It  Was  an  al)solu(e  failure,  because  it  was  a  i)olitical  gathering. 

3977.  Were  these  delegates  not  nmre  or  less  elecled  by  public 
meetings  all  over  the  countiv  ?-  Yes. 

3978.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Are  you  awaic  of  tbe  fact  tliat  the  elections 
of  these  delegates  to  the  Scab  Conference  were  mostly  informal? — I 
know  that.  Still  they  came  from  difl'ereiit  distiicis,  whicli  tliey 
more  or  less  represented.  It  was  a  retrogressive  body  of  men 
which  recoinmcTxled  retiogressive  legislation;  and  in  connection 
with  the  ]U'oposals  now  being  considenMl  l)y  this  Commission,  I  am 
afraid  you  will  again  get  a  body  of  men  aj^jiointed  who  will  act  just 
like  that  Beaufort  West  Conference. 
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3979.  Chairman.']  Those  who  were  present  at  that  Conference 
and  had  a  voice  in  it,  are  they  not  interested  in  the  agriculture  of 
Ihe  couiilry,  and  anxious  for  iis  advancement,  although  they  do  not 
belicxc  in  a  Scab  Act? — liut  (he  Scab  Acl  is  one  of  the  things  dealt 
with  by  the  Agricultural  Department,  and  il  is  a  matter  upon 
which  a  greal  many  farmers  feel  very  sd'ongly.  l'ossil)ly  a  large 
number  of  Districts  would  elect  their  Committees  on  the  Scab  ques- 
tion alone.  You  would  have  men  elected  for  Districts  who  would 
nol  be  the  1)est  men,  hut  woidd  be  chosen  sim])ly  because  their  su]> 
porlers  would  know  they  would  vote  against  the  Scab  Act. 

3980.  Mr.  Rogers.]  According  to  what  you  say,  the  fault  woidd 
be  with  the  manner  of  election  and  not  the  Board? — Yes.  T  Iiclieve 
in  the  idea  of  a  Board. 

3981.  Hov,^  would  you  elect  the  Agricultural  Council? — I  would 
not  elect  a  Council  of  Agriculture^  at  all,  T  am  opposed  both  to  a 
Council  and  these  Local  Committees. 

,3982.  Well,  how  would  you  elect  the  Board  of  Agriculture? — I 
consider  that  you  have  already  two  admirable  organisations  in  the 
Colony,  whicli  are  in  touch  with  the  farmers,  and  these  could  elect 
the  Board.  Then  it  could  not  be  said  that  the  election  was  all  on 
one  side.  You  would  have  a  Board  of  Agriculture  chosen  by  the 
Central  Farmers'  Association,  which  body  does  not  profess  to  go  in 
for  politics,  and  also  ])y  the  Bond,  which  is  more  or  less  from  the 
other  Party  side. 

3983.  What  powers  would  you  give  this  Board,  when  elected? 
Would  you  allow  it  to  revise  or  frame  the  Estimates  for  the  Agri- 
cultural Department,  or  would  you  simply  have  it  an  Advisory 
Board? — An  Advison^  Board  only;  T  certainly  would  not  give  it 
any  more  power  than  that. 

3984.  How  often  should  the  Board  meet?— Once  a  quarter 
would  be  quite  often  enough,  but  that  would  depend  upon  the 
amount  of  work  they  would  have  to  undertake. 

3985.  Should  the  members  be  paid? — Their  out-of-pocket  ex- 
penses, at  hotels,  and  their  railway  fares,  while  they  are  on  duty 
only. 

*  3986.  Mr.  Oosthiiisen.]  Do  you  think  that  the  organisations 
which  you  have  mentioned  really  take  an  interest  in  the  agricul- 
tural development  of  the  country? — Yes,  I  certainly  think  so.  I 
speak  more  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Farmers'  Associations. 
The  Congresses  really  constitute  the  Parliament  of  these  Associa- 
tions, and  I  am  surprised  to  see  so  little  notice  taken  of  their  dis- 
cussions bv  the  Legislature.  If  our  members  of  Parliament  were 
to  attend  these  Congresses,  and  observe  how  thoroughly  the  various 
propositions  are  threshed  out,  by  both  sides,  they  wouKl  give  tliem 
more  thought., 

8987.  bo  vou  think  that  general  satisfaction  would  be  derived 
from  the  Congress  of  the  Farmers'  Associations  and  the  Bond  Con- 
gress each  nominating  one-third  of  the  meml)ers  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture?— Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  more  workable  than  the 
scheme  submitted  bv  the  Commission. 

3988.  Would  it  give  full  representation  to  everybody? — Yes,  in 
mv  opinion.  It  would  induce  the  farmers  in  Districts  not  repre- 
sented by  any  organisation,  agriculturally,  to  combine  and  form 
1)rai!ches. 

3989.  Would  there  not  be  a  likelihood  of  some  Divisions  in  the 
Colonv  being  left  out  in  the  voice  for  election  ?— If  they  were,  it 
would  lie  their  own  fault.  They  could  easily  form  branches  of  the 
Central  Farmers'  Association. 
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3990.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  possible  to  induce  the  farming  com- 
munity, whether  English,  Dutch,  or  Bond,  to  coni])ine,  quite  apart 
from  Congresses  or  Associations,  but  as  a  general  body,  and  meet 
together  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  farming  questions  indepen- 
dent of  politics? — I  am  afraid  not.  As  I  have  said,  the  majority  of 
farmers  in  this  Colony  are  retrogressive,  and  if  they  come  together 
they  will  want  retrogressive  legislation. 

3991.  Would  not  your  fear  of  a  retrogressive  jiolicy  also  apply 
to  the  election  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  by  the  bodies  you  men- 
tion ? — I  do  not  think  so.  You  have  a  more  intelligent  class  of  men 
in  these  organisations. 

3992.  So  that  you  would  have  these  organisations  standing  far 
apart,  without  any  intercourse  with  others  as  to  the  best  men  to  be 
selected  ?  Do  you  not  think  there  is  a  danger  of  these  six  or  twelve 
men  voting  against  each  other,  and  being  diametrically  opposed 
as  to  any  action  that  should  be  suggested? — Yes,  there  is  that  dan- 
ger.    It  is  a  difficulty  which  I  do  not  see  how  you  are  to  overcome. 

3993.  Nevertheless  you  think  that  the  farmers  should  be  or- 
ganised?— T  certainly  think  so. 

3994.  Mr.  Oiu'e7i- Lewis.]  Your  suggestion  is  that  the  Central 
Farmers'  Association  and  the  Bond  should  nominate  the  members 
of  tlie  Board  of  Agriculture? — Yes.  Personally  T  would  like  to  see 
the  Central  Farmers'  Association  onlv  nominating,  but  in  that  case 
it  would  be  said,  I  wanted  to  favour  the  Progressive  side.  The  Cen- 
tral Farmers'  Association  is  not  a  political  l)ody.  We  have  tried  to 
get  in  men  from  the  Bond,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  do  not  come 
in.  If  we  left  out  the  Bond  it  would  be  said  that  we  wanted,  in 
familiar  language,  to  "  run  the  whole  show." 

3995.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  the  slightest  chance  of  any 
scheme  of  that  kind  l>eing  passed  by  the  present  Parliament,  by 
which  one-half  of  the  Board  of  Agriciilture  would  be  elected  by  one 
political  organisation  and  the  other  half  by  another  political  body? 
— I  cannot  see  why  it  should  not  be  done.  The  Bond  is  a  Farmers' 
Association  as  well  as  being  a  political  body.  Part  of  its  name  is 
"  Boeren  Vereeniging." 

3996.  Do  you  not  think  that  by  allowing  the  Bond,  as  a  dis- 
tinct organisation,  to  nominate  meml)ers  of  the  Board,  the  political 
complications  we  are  trying  to  avoid  would  be  intensified? — I  ad- 
mit th<>re  is  a  difficulty,  but  I  do  not  see  your  way  out  of  it.  If  you 
are  going  to  have  these  Committees  elected  l)y  the  landowners  you 
will  have  the  political  element  straight  away,  and  you  will  have  a 
retrogressive  body  of  men  in  the  Council. 

3997.  Do  you  admit  that  it  is  necessarv  that  something  should 
1)0  done  to  organise  the  farming  community? — Not  to  organise  it, 
but  I  would  like  lo  have  an  Advisory  Board  acting  in  combination 
with  the  Agricultural  Department. 

3998.  Would  you  not  give  the  farmers  some  local  organisation 
in  each  Fiscal  Division? — I  certainly  would  not 

3999.  You  would  leave  them  as  they  are?— Yes. 

4000.  Mr.  .ihraJunnson.']  Your  reason  for  that  is  that  you  think 
you  would  get  retrogressive  men  elected  in  most  districts? — Yes. 

4001.  Would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  to  get  the  farmers,  espe- 
cially in  backward  districts,  to  realise  that  they  have  imjiortant 
personal  interests  to  safeguard,  and  that  the  best  means  of  doing 
so  is  to  organise  in  some  shape  or  form?  You  are  aware  that  there 
are  districts  where  there  are  no  Farmers'  .\ssocia(ions  ?  In  any 
such  districts  it  must  be  because  the  fanners  take  no  interest  in  the 
welfare  f)f  llic  countn'. 
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4002.  But  would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  to  endeavour  to  get 
them  to  take  such  an  inter(>st?  Well,  >(iii  cim  Inke  a  horse  1r>  the 
water  hut  you  eaiuiot  make  him  drink. 

400;}.  Do  you  no(  think,  for  inslancc,  thai  we  shouhl  force  edu- 
cation upon  the  people? — Not  !(•  the  (h'l  riineiit  of  tlic  laws  of  the 
Colony. 

4004.  We  are  endeavouring  (o  form  a  scheme  by  which  the 
Government  can  really  help  (he  farming  community,  and  in  order 
to  do  that  do  you  not  think  it  is  necessary  that  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment should  be  placed  in  touch  as  much  as  possible  with  the 
farming  community  in  all  pai'ts  of  the  Colony? — Yes. 

4005.  Therefore  would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  to  get  the  land- 
owners and  farmers  in  every  District  to  organise,  and  to  form,  so  to 
speak,  collective  bodies,  with  w^iom  the  Department  could  be  con- 
stantly in  touch? — In  reply,  I  would  say  you  arc  bringing  me  right 
back  to  the  very  thing  I  do  not  want.  My  reason  for  not  ai)proving 
of  th'ese  proposals  is  that  you  will  get  retrogressive  men  on  that 
Board  of  Agriculture. 

4006.  Why  do  you  think  you  would  get  men  nomfnated  by  the 
Afrikander  Bond  w^ho  would  be  more  progressive  than  if  they  were 
elected  in  the  different  Divisions? — I  do  not  think  you  Avoiild  get 
very  progressive  men  from  the  Afrikander  Bond. 

4007.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  would  not  matter  very  much  if 
a  third  of  the  members  were  nominated  or  elected  by  the  Bond, 
these  being,  in  your  estimation,  retrogressives,  so  long  as  one-third 
were  chosen  by  the  Progressive  Central  Farmers'  Association,  and 
anoiher  third  nominated  by  the  Government? — Yes. 

4008.  Let  us  take  irrigation  works  as  an  instance.  Supposing 
\  scheme  for  agricultural  improvements  by  means  of  irrigation 
were  proposed  in  one  or  several  Districts,  do  you  not  think  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  to  have  a  body  of  representative  farmers  who  would 
takf  a  strong  practical  interest  in  pushing  such  a  scheme  forward? 

—In  some  Districts  it  would  be  advisable  and  practicable;  in  others 
it  would  not.  In  a  progressive  District  it  would  be  an  undoubted 
advantage. 

4009  Do  you  mean  that  you  would  not  take  the  risk  because 
the  majoritv  of  the  people  are  retrogressive? — Yes.  If  this  were  a 
progressive  country,  if  the  fanners  were  a  progressive  body  of  men, 
1  would  by  all  means  say  let  us  have  a  scheme  exactly  as  it  is  laid 
down  in  this  Memorandum,  but  such  conditions  do  not  exist. 

4010.  And  you  advocate  a  com1)ination  of  the  Bond  and  the 
Central  Farmers'  Association  to  carry  out  your  plau? — Yes.  The 
members  of  the  Bond  are  progressive  in  a  great  many  things. 

4011.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  in  some  Bond  branches  the  ma- 
jority of  the  members  are  in  favour  of  a  Scab  Act? — Yes. 

4012.  Taking  all  these  things  into  consideration,  why  do  you 
not  think  it  is  worth  taking  the  risk  of  giving  the  farmers  an  oi)i)or- 
tunity  of  choosing  their  representatives,  seeing  that,  according  to 
A  our  "opinion,  the  Afrikander  Bond  as  well  as  the  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciations would  have  as  good  an  object  in  view?  Do  you  not  think 
the  outcome  would  be  equally  satisfactory? — I  would  lie  afraid  of 
taking  the  risk. 

401  ;>.  If  we  could  not  get  such  a  scheme  as  yours  passed  through 
larliament,  would  you  throw  out  the  proposals  submitted  to  you 
altooether? — I  would  not  like  to  see  them  totally  thrown  out.  If 
your  scheme  could  be  made  less  cumbersome  it  might  be  tried. 

4014.  Would  you  not  approve  of  a  scheme  by  which  a  small 
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Committee  could  be  appointed  for  local  wants,  in  every  District; 
tha'  Committee  could  nominate  one  of  its  members  as  one  of  a 
Central  Union  or  Council,  similar  to  your  Central  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciation's annual  Conference,  and  then  that  Conference  could  elect 
the  Advisory  Board  of  Agriculture?—!  would  rather  like  some 
ether  method  adopted.  I  do  not  like  these  proposals.  I  am  quite 
certain  that  in  most  of  the  Districts  in  the  Colony  you  would  not 
have  the  best    men    selected.      Take    a    District    like  Britstown. 

Mr. is  a  good  farmer,  and  I  should  like  to  see  him  on  the 

Board  of  Agriculture,  but  he  would  not  be  elected.  You  would 
have  a  different  class  of  men  altogether  i)ut  upon  the  Board.  The 
question  would  l)e  at  those  elections :  "  Are  you  voting  for  a  Scab 
Act  or  not  ? "  and  vou  might  be  a  progressive  farmer  or  not,  but  if 
vQu  would  not  vot'e  against  the  Scab  Act  vou  would  be  kicked  out. 

4015.  Would  that  occur  in  the  Eastern  Districts  of  the  Colony? 
— Not  in  a  good  many  Districts. 

4016.  And  you  are  giving  the  Eastern  Districts'  progressive  far- 
mers, connected  with  the  Farmers'  Associations,  a  share  in  the 
election  of  one-third  of  the  Board? — Yes. 

4017.  And  the  Government  would  nominate  one-third?— Yes. 

4018.  So  that  by  your  scheme  the  Bond  would  only  have  a  third 
of  the  representatives,  and  that  being  so,  would  not  the  same  result 
of  friction  follow  which  you  deprecate? — It  all  depends  on  the  party 
that  is  in  power.  At  present  you  may  be  al)le  to  select  a  majority 
of  Progressive  men,  l)ut  the  present  Progressive  Government  may 
not  last. 

4019.  Do  you  say  that  you  would  rather  have  your  scheme  or 
none  at  all? — I  would  like  to  see  a  Board  of  Agi'icuiture  appointed, 
but  I  should  wish  it  constituted  in  a  manner  different  to  the  pro- 
posals submitted  by  the  Commission. 

4020.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Agricultural 
Societies  having  a  voice  in  these  elections? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

4021.  Supposing  the  Board  of  Agriculture  were  to  be  composed 
or  nine  members,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  three  l)eing  appointed 
by  the  Bond,  three  by  the  Central  Farmers'  Association,  and  three 
by  the  Agricultural  Union? — That  would  be  a  fairly  good,  represen- 
tative scheme;  the  only  o])jection  is  that  the  Agricultural  Societies 
are  more  or  less  dead  during  the  recess,  and  when  Agricultural 
Shows  are  about  to  1)e  held  they  are  revived  for  the  time  being. 
These  proposed  Committees  would  also  be  more  or  less  dead 
throughout  the  year.  They  would  not  be  live  Associations  like  the 
Farmers'  Associations.  The  l)ranches  of  theses  latter  are  meeting 
once  a  month  and  discussing  all  soi'ts  of  questions  of  interest  to  the 
farming  community,  and  I  am  afraid  if  you  start  another  somewhat 
similar  organisalion  you  will  not  get  its  meetings  properly 
attended. 

4022.  Another  scheme  is  thai,  for  these  Local  Committees  one 
mem])er  should  be  elected  in  each  Field-cornetcy,  and  the  Civil 
Commissioner  sliould  nominate  a  second  member.  Would  that 
meet  with  your  ap})roval? — If  you  are  going  to  elect  these  Commit- 
tees outside  of  the  Farmin-s'  Associations,  I  would  sav  the  Civil 
Commissioners  should  undertake  the  duty. 

4023.  In  that  case  you  would  not  be  afraid  of  anv  retrogressive 
men  l)eing  api)ointed  ? — No. 

4024.  Then  you  would  not  elect  meniliers  at  all?--  No,  T  would 
nf»minate. 

4025.  Are  you  aware  that  during  the  Pinderpest  such  Commit- 
fees  were  nominated?—!  was  not  aware  of  tliat. 
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4026.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Do  you  lliiiiU  lluit  in  iioininaling  inemberB 
1)1'  lliis  Board  the  Afi'ikaiicler  Bond  would  be  less  likely  to  be  in- 
lluenced  by  political  motives  than  the  individual  i'ai'uier ?— No,  I  do 
not  think  so. 

4027.  Why  do  you  recommend  that  the  Bond  shoidd  nominate? 
-  Sim})ly  as  a  set-off  against  the  Ct'nlral  Farmers'  Association. 

4028.  Then  your  idea  is  to  carefully  nullify  the  vote,  u])on  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  of  the  Afrikander  Bond  nominees,  by  the  pre- 
pontlerating  membershi})  of  the  Central  Farmers'  Association  and 
the  Government  nominees? — Not  necessarily;  some  of  the  men 
nominated  by  the  Bond  would  1)0  i)rogressive  farmers,  and  I  hope 
they  would  all  be  such.  1  know  thai  in  their  discussions  on  agri- 
cultural matters,  Bond  members  frequently  advocate  progressive 
views. 

4029.  Your  suggestion  that  the  Bond  should  have  a  voice  in  the 
nomination  is,  as  it  were,  that  you  would  like  to  do  away  with  any 
likelihood  of  the  reproach  that  you  were  trying  to  make  this  a  Pro- 
gressive scheme  altogether  ? — Yes. 

4030.  Mr.  Chven-Lewis.]  Have  .\'ou  seen  the  three  alternative 
sclumies,  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  by  which  the  Government  suggest 
that  assistance  may  be  rendered  in  the  shape  of  loans  or  contribu- 
tions to  Agricultural  Associations  or  individual  farmers  for  the 
construction  of  reproductive  works  on  their  farms? — Yes,  Init  I  am 
afraid  I  have  not  studied  them  suf!iciently  to  enable  me  to  give  a 
definite  opinion.  Personally  I  am  against  giving  the  farmer  too 
much  assistance.  I  think  the  farmers  of  this  country  are  too  fond 
of  running  to  the  Government  for  help  in  everything.  In  special 
cases,  such  as  in  irrigation  and  dam  construction,  grants  should  be 
made,  but  as  a  general  rule  the  farmer  is  too  much  inclined  to  beg 
for  assistance  from  the  Government. 

4031.  What  method  of  extending  this  financial  supi)ort  would 
\()u  suggest? — I  think  the  princii)le  of  £  for  £  payment  should  be 
adopted.  The  system  under  the  present  Irrigation  Acts  seems  to 
be  rather  too  cumbersome  for  the  farmers;  there  is  too  much  red- 
tape,  and  most  of  them  would  rather  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
Government  grants,  even  a  good  many  who  cannot  themselves 
alt'(n'd  to  Iniild  dams;  but  wdiether  that  can  be  altered  or  not  I  do 
nol  know,  as  I  have  no  experience  of  that  matter. 

4032.  Is  there  not  a  large  extent  of  land  in  the  Colony  which 
cculd  be  developed  if  sufficient  capital  were  available  to  construct 
reproductive  works?— Yes.  I  am  in  favour  of  the  Government  con- 
tributing towards  the  building  of  dams. 

4033.  What  other  works  would  you  suggest  towards  which  the 
(iovernment  should  give  financial  assistance— fencing?— Yes,  I 
think  the  Government"niight  well  assist  the  farmers  in  the  erection 
of  jackal-proof  fencing,  the  grant  at  present  given  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  jackals  is  an  utter  failure,,  and  if  that  money  were  expended 
in  erecting  fences  instead,  it  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good. 

4034.  Would  vou  support  the  suggestion  marked  C,  that  an 
Agricultural  rate 'might  be  levied  to  cover  the  cost  of  a  Govern- 
ment contribution  given  out  on  the  £  for  £  princii)le  to  farmers,  for 
reproductive  works?— I  have  not  given  that  question  sufficient  con- 
sideration. ,      ,     XI        11 

4035.  Mr.  Oosthiiisen.]  Are  there  any  means  for  further  develop- 
in"  your  District  wdiich  have  not  already  been  tried?— I  think  tha.t 
the  railwav  facilities  for  dairies  might  be  improved.  In  other  coun- 
tries  such  as  Australia,  the  dairv  industry  was  greatly  developed 
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by  the  running  of  cool  cars  to  convey  cream,  etc.,  but  we  cannot  get 
that.  About  twelve  months  ago  the  Company,  of  which  I  :un 
managing  director,  thought  of  starting  the  milk  l)usiness  in  Port 
Elizabeth,  in  which  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  cool  cai's 
to  convey  the  milk  down  to  the  port,  a  distance  of  150  miles.  We 
made  several  representations  to  the  General  Manager,  and  1  saw 
him  myself  on  the  subject,  but  all  that  he  was  persuaded  to  do  was 
to  promise  the  cool  cars  if  we  guaranteed  a  load  of  2  tons.  That  is 
a  lot  for  a  little  industry  to  start  with.  The  Railway  Department, 
however,  made  some  alterations  in  the  trucks,  but  owing  to  the 
drought  we  have  not  been  able  to  avail  ourselves  of  these  trucks, 
l)ecause  the  limit  of  2  tons  wovild  make  the  rate  prohibitive.  We 
have  therefore  been  obliged  to  do  without  these  tracks,  so  that  the 
industry  is  being  killed,  practically,  and  yet  under  encouraging 
conditions  from  the  Government  it  could  be  enormously  developed. 
J  have  studied  the  milk  industry  in  Natal  to  some  extent,  and  the 
Government  there  are"*giving  cool  cars  without  any  limit,  so  that 
this  branch  of  enterprise  has  developed  to  a  very  large  extent.  I 
know  of  two  Dairies  which  are  sending  a  thousand  gallons  a  day  to 
Durban;  and  I  have  no  doubt  if  we  could  get  proper  railway  facili- 
ties we  would  soon  be  sending  away  one  thousand  gallons.  But  we 
cannot  get  them,  and  the  result  is  our  milk  arrives  in  a  bad  condi- 
tion at  Port  Elizabeth,  and  the  industry  stands  a  chance  of  falling  to 
the  ground.  The  General  Manager  says  he  has  to  make  the  railways 
])ay,  and  if  he  were  to  accept  a  guarantee  of  less  than  2  tons  there 
would  be  a  loss.  All  I  can  say  is  that  if  the  question  is  to  be  looked 
at  in  that  light  there  will  be  no  chance  of  any  industry  being 
ileveloped. 

4036.  Did  you  make  any  representation  to  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment on  this  subject? — No,  because  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment does  not  take  nuich  interest  in  the  dairying  industr}'. 

4037.  Have  they  not  a  dairy  expert? — No,  they  discharged  the 
only  dairy  expert  they  had. 

4038.  So  that  they  could  not  give  you  any  assistance  if  you 
asked  for  it? — ^No.  Until  the  Agricultural  Department  havS  an  ex- 
l)ert  to  look  after  the  industry  in  every  possil)le  way,  it  cannot  be 
ex})ected  to  flourish. 

4039.  Is  this  co-operative  dairy  a  new  industry? — No,  it  was  at 
(irst  run  as  a  private  industry  l)y  ni\  st'lf,  but  the  farmers  (eventually 
teok  il  over  and  formed  a  company. 

4040.  Is  there  only  that  one  co-operative  company  in  your  dis- 
Irict? — There  is  another  in  Adelaide  wliieh  was  stai'fed  lately. 
Both  are  large  companies  with  [jowerful  machinery  and  refrigera 
lion.  The  industry  has  been  pronioted  entirely  by  the  farmers 
Ihciiiselves,  without  any  eucourag(>tnent  from  (he  Agricultural  De- 
l)artment. 

4041.  Do  you  lliink  Ihc  I )('|)ail uienl  should  aid  vou  tinancially? 
— No,  I  do  not  say  that. 

4042.  What  you  want  is  proper  facilities  for  the  cjonveyance  of 
your  ju'oduce  by  rail? — Yes. 

4043.  Mr.  Rogers.]  How  long  have  vou  been  fanning  in  Eoi'l 
Beaufort?— Since  "1886. 

4044.  What  are  the  chief  drawbacks  to  successful  farming 
there? — I  think  ticks. 

4045.  Do  you  get  a  bonus  from  I  lie  (Jovernnicnl  for  vour  butter 
production?— ^No. 

4046.  Do  you  think  the  (iovernnieid  ought  to  encourage  enter- 
prise by  means  of  Ixmuses? — No,  what  I  say  is  that  each  induslrv 
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should  stand  on  its  own    niorits,    provided     the  (J(n'fniniont  will 
yrant  us  facilities  fur  the  carrying,'  of  Colonial  produce. 

4047.  Mr.  Rubidge.\  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  (Jovernment 
j,'ivin<,f  financial  assistance  for  irrigaticjn  works,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  dams,  and  also  for  the  erection  of  vermin  [)rouf  fencing,  .o 
groups  or  associations  of  farmers,  or  to  individual  farmers—  su})- 
posing,  for  example,  a  number  of  farmers  wished  to  (mclose  a  hirge 
area  with  jackahproof  fencing? — I  would  give  such  assistance  both 
to  individuals  and  to  bodies  of  farmers. 

4048.  Do  you  think  that  would  bring  the  pastoral  industry  to 
a  more  profitable  condition  '. — Yes,  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
whole  country. 

4049.  Do  you  think  by  that  means  the  Colonial  farmers  could 
succesfully  cope  with  the  excessive  importation  of  frozen  meat? — 
I  believe  so.  1  know  of  farmers  in  the  Bedford  District,  where 
jackal-proof  fencing  is  erected,  whose  lambs  are  reared  intact, 
while  in  other  parts  where  this  fencing  is  not  adopted,  the  farmers 
have  lost  nearly  all  their  lambs. 

4050.  Mr.  Abrahumsan.j  You  say  you  do  not  see  why  the  Gov- 
ernment should  contribute  to  any  co-operative  dairy  or  other  farm- 
ing venture,  which  is  no  doubt  very  brave  of  you,  but  as  a  matter  of 
fact  is  this  not  done  in  other  countries,  and  does  it  not  stimulate 
production? — I  believe  so.  , 

x^ol.  There  is  very  little  co-operation  in  this  country  as  yet? — 
There  is  not  very  much. 

4052.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  there  were  more, 
especially  in  [)roducls  like  fruit,  wine-making,  etc.? — Yes. 

4053.  Do  you  not  believe  it  would  be  advantageous  if  the  Gov- 
ernment were  to  stimulate  farming  enterprise  by  means  of  contribu- 
tions or  grants,  in  the  shape  of  a  bonus? — I  would  not  do  so  indis- 
criminately, but  there  might  be  special  cases  which  should  be  taken 
on  their  merits. 

4054.  Is  there  anything  of  that  kind  done  at  present? — No. 

4055.  Do  you  find  that  you  can  compete  with  imported  articles 
like  butter? — No,  we  cannot,  at  the  price. 

4056.  Should  the  Government  enable  you  to  do  so,  either  by  a 
protective  duty  or  by  giving  you  a  bonus? — I  do  not  know.  I  am 
not  too  fond  of  bolstering  up  industries. 

4057.  But  regarding  it  as  being  for  the  beneht  of  the  country  at 
large?— It  might  Ije  advisable. 

4058.  Is  there  not  a  large  quantity  of  butter  imported  into  this 
country  ? — Yes. 

4059.  Do  you  think  the  country  could  produce  as  much  as  is 
imported? — It  is  capable  of  producing  a  good  deal  more  than  it 
does. 

40(30.  Is  one  of  the  reasons  why  more  butter  is  not  made  in  the 
country,  that  it  is  impossible  to  coriipete,  at  the  price,  with  the  large 
quantity  imported,  and  does  the  same  thing  not  also  apply  to  other 
produce? — Yes,  that  is  one  of  the  reasons. 

4061.  Do  you  not  think  something  might  be  done  to  alter  that 
state  of  things? — I  think  myself  that  a  certain  measure  of  protec- 
tion might  be  granted.  I  believe  it  would  ije  a  good  thing  on  the 
whole. 

Marthimis  Melck,  examined. 

4062.  Chairman.]  Are  you  a  farmer,  and  in  what  district  do  you 
reside?— I  am  a  grain  and  live-stock  farmer  in  the  District  of 
Piquetberg. 
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4063.  What  is  your  opinion  uf  ilie  proposal  to  appoint  Local 
Committees,  and  a' Council  and  Board  of  Agriculture  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  to  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country? — I  do 
not  think  the  Council  of  Agriculture  will  work  very  well.  It  is  too 
large  a  body.  Neither  do  I  think  the  Local  Committees  would 
Avork  well. 

4064.  Why  do  you  think  so? — My  experience  has  been  that 
large  Committees  or  bodies  of  men  are  not  practicable. 

4065.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  Local  Committees  Ijeing 
elected  in  each  Field-cornetcy? — It  is  a  ditlicult  thing  to  decide.  It 
has  not  been  tried,  and  these  things  never  Avork  well.  The  people 
never  pull  together.  There  is  always  a  political  element  which 
militates  against  them. 

4066.  Would  they  not  pull  together  if  they  perceived  that  it 
would  be  to  their  own  interest  to  develop  the  resources  of  their  Dis- 
trict?— They  might  do  so. 

4067.  Mr.  Rithidge.]  You  are  afraid  of  political  influences  being 
set  in  motion? — Yes,  I  am  always  afraid  of  that. 

4068.  And  for  that  reason  you  think  you  would  not  get  the  best 
men? — Yes. 

4069.  Are  the  Divisional  Councils  composed  of  representative 
men  as  they  are  now  constituted? — I  believe  so. 

4070.  Do  they  give  satisfaction? — Yes,  in  my  District,  but  there 
are  always  some  persons  who  object;  there  is  always  a  certain 
amount  of  ill-feeling. 

4071.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture,  as  an 
advisory  body? — Yes,  provided  you  could  get  the  right  men.  That 
would  work  better  than  a  Council  of  Agriculture. 

4072.  How  would  you  elect  the  members? — That  is  difficult  to 
answer.  I  think  the  Civil  Commissioner  in  each  Division  would  be 
tlie  best  man  to  nominate  the  members  of  the  Local  Committees  if 
they  are  to  Ije  formed;  then  they  could  select  the  Council  of  Agri- 
culture, which  could  in  turn  choose  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  I  think  the  Board  might  worlv  out  some  good  schemes 
in  conjunction  with  tlie  Minister  of  Agriculture. 

4073.  Supposing  there  were  nine  members  of  this  Advisory 
[>()ard  to  be  elected,  how  many  nominees  would  you  give  tlu!  Gov- 
ernment?— I  think  a  third,  making  the  number  twelve  in  all. 

4074.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Is  there  a  Farmers'  Association  of  any  Idnd 
in  vour  District? — No,  the  only  organisation  is  tlie  Afrikander 
Bond. 

4075.  That  is  a  political  organisation,  is  it  not  ? — They  say  it  is 
not  ;   it  is  really  for  the  good  of  llu'  farmers. 

4076.  Do  you  uoi  think  it  would  he  advisaljk;  that  the  hirmers 
throughout  the  Colony  should  he  organised  in  their  own  interests? 
— ^Yes,  I  think  so, 

4077.  And  wouhl  it  not  he  a  good  tiling  if  the  Covernment  were 
(o  allow  the  farmers  to  provide  the  machinery  for  the  election  of 
llu^se  Local  Cominiltees  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  advance  the  in- 
ici'ests  of  agriculture? — I  am  not  in  favour  of  these  Loc;il  Com- 
mittees. 

4078.  But  su])i)osing  they  were  formech  would  Iheir  dclibera- 
lions  not  have  a  beneficial  eltect?-1'h(>y  miglit  have. 

4079.  That  being  so,  you  would  nol'  have  any  objeclioii  to  I  heir 
I)<'iiig  formed  ?--No. 

4080.  Mr.  Blnini'.]  Do  you  tliink  a  lioard  nominated  in  th(!  way 
you  suggest  would  commend  itself  to  the  farmers?    Would   they 
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Worry  tlieniselves  about  it  if  tliey  had  no  say  in  I  he  election? — I  do 
not  know,  l)ut  T  lliink  Ihoy  would  approve. 

4081.  Is  it  not  a  coniplaini  Ihiounliout  llic  coimliA  llial  llic  far- 
mers are  not  sufficiently  in   touch   with  the  Agricullui'al  Depart 
ment? — I  have  not  had  much  to  do  with  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment. 

4082.  Do  you  think  a  Board  constituted  as  you  propose  would 
Come  more  in  contact  with  the  farmers  than  the  Dcparlnicnt  as  it  is 
at  present? — I  think  it  ought  to  do  so. 

4083.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Are  you  a  memlicr  of  the  Divisional 
Council  ? — Yes. 

4084.  Is  there  any  opening  in  your  District  for  riirlhcr  agricuh 
tural  development? — Oh,  yes. 

4085.  In  what  direction  could  the  Government  render  you 
assistance  for  such  further  development? — There  are  certain  parts 
which  could  be  well  developed  if  the  Government  were  to  en- 
courage the  settlement  of  small  farmers,  such  as  German  immi- 
grants. There  is  a  large  tract  which  is  now  only  used  as  a  run  for 
cattle,  but  which  could  produce  a  great  deal  if  the  country  were 
opened  up. 

4086.  Has  it  ever  been  suggested  to  the  Agricultural  Dei)art- 
ment  to  adopt  a  scheme  like  that,  and  to  introduce  men  with  pro- 
gressive ideas  into  the  District  ? — Yes,  I  believe  our  late  Civil  Com- 
missioner wrote  to  the  Government  advising  that  a  certain  amount 
of  money  be  placed  on  the  Estimates  to  try  and  o})en  uj)  that  part  of 
the  District  to  which  I  refer. 

4087.  Was  he  supported  by  any  established  body  like  the  Divi- 
sional Council? — Yes,  the  Divisional  Council  su[)ported  his  repre- 
sentations. 

4088.  Do  you  not  think  he  would  have  been  able  to  succeed 
better,  if  there  had  been  another  body,  like  a  Local  Committee  of 
Agriculture,  to  support  him? — The  Divisional  Council  is  a  local 
Board. 

4089.  Is  the  Divisional  Council  not  api)ointed  for  the  sjjccilic 
purpose  of  attending  to  the  roads? — Yes,  but  whenever  there  is  any- 
thing wanted,  the  ])eople  generally  go  to  that  l)ody. 

4090.  Do  you  discuss  agriculture  at  your  Divisional  Council 
meetings? — Not  very  largely;  just  as  matters  crop  up. 

4091.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  in  the  District  in  cpiestion 
there  are  not  suliticient  roads  to  carry  away  the  })roduce  to  the  mar- 
kets. Is  that  so? — The  roads  are  bad,  on  account  of  the  heavy  sand, 
especially  in  the  part  I  referred  to,  where  the  road  wants  a  lot  of 
money  spent  upon  it.  It  was  made  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  and  part 
of  it  is  not  finished  yet.  The  farmers  have  certainly  to  contend 
with  a  very  bad  road. 

4092.  Is  that  why  the  District  remains  undeveloped  ( — To  a  cer- 
tain extent,  yes. 

4093.  Has  the  Divisional  Council  approached  the  Government 
in  order  to  get  money  to  open  up  that  Districts — We  have  got  some 
money,  the^Government  granted  £1,500,  and  we  are  going  to  lay 
down  a  road. 

4094.  You  think  that  is  a  District  which  could  be  made  very 
productive  under  more  favourable  conditions? — Yes,  a  great  deal  of 
produce  is  grown  there  even  at  present. 

4095.  Would  you  say  it  could  ])roduce  three  times  as  much?— 
Quite  three  times.  We  only  want  good  roads  and  more  enter- 
prising people.     It  is  not  a  thickly  populated  part  of  the  country. 
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4096.  Is  there  any  need  for  irrigation  worlds  there? — No,  we  get 
a  fair  share  of  rain.  Irrigation  would  only  be  for  gardens.  In  the 
Verloren  Vlei  a  great  deal  of  produce  could  be  raised,  such  as 
oranges,  potatoes,  etc. 

4097.  Have  the  Government  ever  conducted  experiments  in 
agriculture  in  that  District? — Not  that  I  know  of;  I  do  not  think  so. 

4098.  Mr.  Qwen-Letvis.]  You  would  be  in  favour  of  this  scheme 
were  you  not  afraid  that  party  politics  would  be  dragged  in? — I 
have  always  found  that  to  l)e  the  drawback  in  work  of  this  kind. 

4099.  Would  you  believe  in  the  establishment  of  these  Local 
Committees  if  you  thought  it  possible  to  keep  out  party  politics? — 
Yes. 

4100.  Would  you  l)e  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  a  perma- 
nent head  of  the  Agricultural  Department  who  would  have  practi- 
cal experience  in  agriculture,  and  could  be  made  responsible  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  continuity  of  policy  in  the  Department? — I  do 
think  SO;  the  more  practical  the  head  of  the  Department,  the  better 
it  would  be. 

4101.  Would  you  approve  of  his  moving  about  the  country  so 
as  to  get  into  touch  with  the  farming  community? — Yes,  that  would 
do  a  great  deal  of  good. 

4102.  Chairman.]  The  Government  have  made  certain  sugges- 
tions to  the  Commission  as  to  the  manner  in  which  advances  may 
be  made  to  farmers  and  Agricultural  Associations  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  farming  resources  of  the  country.  These  are  marked 
A,  B,  and  C,  and  I  understand  you  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
studying  them.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  with  regard  to  these 
proposals  I — My  idea  is  that  the  Divisional  Council  should  not  be 
interfered  with  for  any  purpose  beyond  its  proper  functions. 

4103.  Would  you  strike  out  the  Divisional  Councils  and  be  in 
favour  of  the  Government  granting  loans  direct  to  individual  far- 
mers ? — I  am  in  favour  of  that. 

4104.  Do  you  believe  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  farms  in 
this  Colony  which  could  l)e  developed,  provided  ca})ital  were  at  the 
command  of  the  owners? — Yes,  want  of  capital  is  the  great  draw- 
l)ack.  I  think  Divisional  Council  money  should  always  l)e  spent 
on  roads,  and  money  grants  for  improvements  upon  farm  i)ro- 
perties  should  be  made  by  the  Government  direct  to  the  Agricul- 
iui'al  Committees  or  Associations  or  to  individual  farmers.  I  do 
not  Ihiidv  you  will  have  any  difficulty  in  getting  sufficient  security 
for  whatever  money  is  advanced  by  the  Government,  even  beyond 
the  amount  lent  on  the  £  for  £  principle. 

4105.  Are  the  majority  of  farms  in  your  District  bonded?— 
Most  of  them  are  bonded. 

410f).  Would  the  farmers  find  much  (liificully  in  raising  money 
from  private  individuals  in  order  to  carry  out  reproductive  works, 
if  a  second  mortgage  were  to  be  taken? — No,  second  mortgages  are 
often  raised.  It  all  dejiends  u])on  the  farm.  More  or  less  all  the 
fai'nis  have  some  mortgage  on  them,  and  a  great  many  farmerg 
could  raise  second  mortgages  if  they  cared  to  do  so. 

4107.  You  are  of  opinion  that  any  district  would  benefit  if  Gov- 
ernment were  to  advance  money  to  individual  farmers  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  rei)ro(hictive  works? — Certainly,  if  the  farmer 
is  incliiicfl  to  extend  his  operations  in  a.  proper  manner. 


395 

Solomon  Cornelius,  examined. 

4108.  Chairman.]  Where  do  you  reside? — In  Carnarvon. 

4109.  Are  you  a  farmer?-  i  have  l)een  a  farmer,  hut  am  at  pre- 
sent an  agent,  and  Deputy  Sheriff.  I  was  a  sheep  and  cattle  farmer, 
and  have  lived  in  the  Carnarvon  iJiwtrict  for  the  last  ;37  years.  I 
know  every  inch  of  that  District. 

4110.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  scheme  now  before  you,  for  the 
appointment  of  Local  Committees  of  Agriculture,  also  a  Council 
aud  Board  of  Agriculture  ^-  1  have  not  fully  consitlered  the  ques- 
tion, but  I  should  certainly  say  that  the  Agricultural  Department 
should  be  assisted  and  advised  by  practical  men.  The  [)rocedure 
might  be  simplified. 

4111.  Mr.  Rvbidge.]  How  would  you  simplify  the  method  of 
electing  these  bodies? — I  should  say  that  if  the  Magistrate  has  re- 
sided in  the  Division  for  a  little  time  he  must  know  the  peoi)le. 
Speaking  of  my  own  District,  you  hnd  more  intelligent  people  in  the 
villages  than  you  do  in  the  back  country,  so  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  villages  should  also  have  a  say  in  these  appointments,  because 
the  welfare  of  the  village  depends  upon  the  \velfare  of  the  farming 
industry.  A  much  simpler  process  would  be  for  the  Magistrates  to 
appoint,  say,  half  a  dozen  persons  to  serve  on  these  Local  Com- 
mittees. 

4112.  Then  would  you  prefer  having  a  nomination  of  members 
by  the  Magistrate  to  an  election  by  the  farmers  and  landowners? — 
Yes,  I  think  by  that  means  we  would  get  the  best  men.  I  approve 
of  the  other  features  of  the  scheme,  the  selection  of  the  Council  of 
Agriculture  by  these  small  Local  Committees,  and  the  election  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  by  the  Council,  with  Government 
nominees. 

4113.  Mr.  Orpen.]  In  the  case  of  a  Civil  Commissioner  wdio  had 
only  just  been  appointed,  how  would  you  set  about  electing  the 
members  of  the  Local  Committee,  seeing  that  he  would  not  know 
much  a.bout  the  people  in  the  District? — That  is  the  only  ditTiculty, 
but  even  if  he  has  only  been  there  a  few  months  he  can  make  in- 
quiries. 

4114.  Would  it  not  de})end  ujjon  the  people  from  whom  he 
made  inquiries? — Yes,  but  he  would  have  to  trust  somebody.  My 
opinion  is  that  if  it  is  left  to  the  landowners  and  farmers  the  i:)oliti- 
cal  factor  will  be  introduced.  In  a  district  where  the  Bond  is  in  a 
majority  we  will  have  Bond  members,  and  in  Districts  where  Pro- 
gressives are  in  the  majority  then  Progressives  will  be  elected,  and 
it  will  be  impossible  to  work  the  scheme. 

4115.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Are  you  aware  that  Magistrates  are  only 
human,  and  therefore  you  think  they  would  be  tempted  to  aijpoint 
their  personal  friends? — I  do  not  know  so  much  al)out  that.  Since 
it  is  not  a  paying-out  concern  he  would  not  study  his  friends,  which 
he  might  do"  if  a  big  salary  or  some  other  consideration  were  con- 
nected with  it. 

4116.  Are  the  farmers  in  your  District,  both  Dutch  and  Eng- 
lish, quite  in  touch  with  the  Department? — I  do  not  think  so.  We 
are  chiefly  pastoral  farmers  in  my  uistrict.  I  have  never  seen  a 
member  of  the  Agricultural  Department  up  our  wa>-.  In  fact  it  is 
a  curious  thing  that  no  one  from  there  has  been  summoned  to 
appear  before  this  Commission  as  a  witness.  I  happened  to  be  in 
Cape  Town  during  vour  sittings,  and  that  is  why  I  am  here  to-day. 

4117.  Have  vou  many  drawbacks  in  your  part  of  the  country? 
—More  than  any  other  part  in  South  Africa.      I  have  been  forty 
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years  in  this  country,  and  last  year  we  liad  tlie  worst  drouglit  I  ever 
experienced  all  that  time.  Out  of  flocks  of  G,000  or  7,000  sheep, 
farmers  lost  down  to  500  odd,  and  those  who  had  1,200  or  1,500  were 
left  with  20  or  30.  Those  who  trekked  to  the  Orange  River  Colony 
succeeded  in  more  or  less  saving  their  sheep.  In  March  and  April 
we  had  6  inches  of  rain;  then  came  a  period  when  we  had  none, 
until  noAv  we  have  had  half  an  inch.  I  received  a  letter  by  last 
post  from  my  partner  stating  that  he  has  no  drinlving  water  in  his 
well. 

4118.  Droughts,  therefore,  are  your  chief  drawback? — Our  only 
tlrawljack.     We  have  no  sickness  and  no  disease. 

4119.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Hoav  could  the  Agricultural  Department 
assist  you  in  your  District  ? — Government  should  give  us  better 
facilities  for  boring  for  water.  At  present  if  the  farmer  makes  ap- 
i)lication  he  is  told  that  no  bores  are  available.  Then  if  you  do  not 
succeed- you  have  to  fetch  the  bore  from  Victoria  Road  Station,  a 
distance  of  about  80  miles,  and  pay  at  the  rate  of  10s.  per  foot  as 
well  as  supply  the  labour.  That  is  far  too  dear.  They  could  give 
us  most  valual)le  assistance  by  lending  out  more  bores  at  the 
cheapest  possible  rate;  also  by  means  of  cheaper  railway  carriage 
for  foodstuffs,  as  well  as  building  and  fencing  material.  Several  of 
our  farmers  would  have  gone  in  for  ostrich-breeding,  which  is  very 
remunerative,  only  fencing  is  so  expensive.  Another  thing  I 
should  like  to  mention  is  that  when  we  have  had  severe  droughts 
the  Government  has  on  several  occasions  made  a  reduction  in  the 
quitrent,  and  allowed  an  extension  of  time.  It  Avould  also  be  a 
cood  thing  if  the  Government  were  to  give  three  vears'  relief  for 
the  interest  on  l)onds,  quitrents  and  ordinary.  I  know  the  Govern- 
ment is  hard  up,  but  that  would  be  a  great  assistance. 

4120.  Have  you  been  successful  in  finding  water  with  water- 
boring? — Some  people  have  been,  but  there  have  been  very  few 
trials.  Several  farmers  have  made  application,  but  cannot  get  a 
bore.  Then  there  is  that  old  sore,  the  Scab.  Our  farmers  left  ofT 
farming  with  Merinos  and  are  mostly  farming  with  Cape  sheep. 
Government  might  assist  by  importing  rams. 

4121.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Was  that  on  account  of  the  Scab?^To  a  cer- 
tain extent,  but  the  Cape  sheep  is  easier  to  farm  and  ])ays  better  at 
llie  present  rate,  although  it  is  impoverishing  the  District.  For- 
nierl\'  over  £30,000  was  realised  for  our  wool,  but  now  we  do  not  get 
£5,000.  But  we  get  a  sovereign  for  a  haniel,  and  if  the  Cape  sheep 
is  eighteen  months'  old,  it  will  sell  readily. 

4122.  Mr.  Orwen-Lewis.]  Do  you  say  you  would  be  in  favour  of 
this  scheme  if  it  were  not  for  the  fear  that  politics  would  be  intro- 
duced into  the  elections  for  these  Committees  by  the  landowners? 
— Yes,  I  am  afraid  that  political  influence  would  l)e  used. 

4123.  Do  you  ever  hear  anything  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment in  your  District? — No,  except  perhaps  at  Van  Wyk's  Vlei. 
They  have  occasional  communications,  but  as  far  as  the  gencM'al 
public  is  concerned  we  never  hear  anything  of  the  Departnient. 
We  are  absolutely  out  of  toucii  with  that  Dejiartment. 

4124.  Chairman.]  Vvliat  is  your  opinion  with  reference  to  the 
lliree  alternative  suggestions  marked  A,  B,  and  C  for  raising  loans 
ov  contributions  for  agricuKuial  imi)rovements?  Are  there  any 
places  in  your  District  wiicrr  large  dams  could  be  constructed? — 
There  are  some,  bul  not  many. 

4125.  Are  you  in  I'avoui-  ot  llic  Divisional  Council  lr\ying  a 
rate  in  order  that  reproductive  works  may  be  carried  out  upon  farm 
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properties? — I   tliiiik   the   public   would    very   much   object.      Our 
Divisional  Council  would  not  propose  anythin«4  of  that  nature. 

41i^G.  Ilow,  Jhcii,  would  you  su.i-yest  that  the  Government 
should  ri'Jider  linancial  assistance  to  i\w  farmers  for  the  })urpose 
of  effecting  im])rovements? — There  is  the  old  Act  by  which  we 
could  get  money  at  8  per  cent.,  and  in  twenty-one  years  the  capital 
was  wiped  off. 

4127.  Would  you  favour  another  Act,  mider  which  loans  could 
!)c  obtained  from  (Government  at  a  much  chea))er  rate;?--  ('crtainl}'. 

4128.  What  security  do  you  think  the  farmers  should  .<>iv(!? 
Would  he  have  to  mortoage  his  farm? — Yes. 

4129.  If  a  Local  Committee  could  levy  an  Agricultural  rate  on 
a  farm,  could  that  he  taken  as  a  first  charge  on  the  property,  sup- 
posing it  were  sold  ? — It  would  not  be  in  preference  to  any  existing 
mortgage. 

4130.  Are  most  of  the  farms  in  your  District  mortgaged  ?-^Out 
of  about  250  farms,  about  80  are  mortgaged  to  societies,  and  perhaps 
20  or  30  are  mortgaged  to  the  Government  under  the  ohl  Act  of 
1880,  at  4  per  cent.  They  pay  one-fifth,  and  four-fifths  remains  as 
a  perpetual  mortgage.  These  are  Crown  lands  which  have  been 
sold  by  public  auction.  I  think  more  than  half  of  our  farms  are 
not  mortgaged. 

4131.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  Divisional  Coiuicil  valuation  is 
never  up  to  the  full  value  of  farms? — I  have  l)een  the  valuator  for 
the  last  fifteen  years,  and  I  have  always  taken  the  market  value  and 
allowed  one-fourth.  Supposing  the  market  value  of  a  farm  is 
£1,000,  I  would  value  it  at  £750  or  even  less. 

4132.  Mr.  Blaine.]  When  a  farm  is  already  mortgaged,  and  the 
farmer  wants  to  borrow  money  fi'om  the  Government,  how  do  you 
suggest  it  should  l)e  done? — His  only  chance  is  to  take  a  second 
mortgage. 

4133.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Have  the  Government  done  any  experi- 
mental work  in  your  district,  in  addition  to  Van  Wyk's  Vlei? — No. 

4134.  Have  they  not  gone  in  for  tree-jilanting? — Yes,  they 
started  a  plantation,  but  gave  it  up  for  want  of  water.  Then  the 
Municipality  took  it  over,  but  also  gave  it  up.  I  do  not  think  more 
Ihan  £500  or  £600  was  spent  upon  it.  It  was  only  tried  for  two  or 
three  years. 

4135.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Van  Wyk's  Vlei? — Yes. 

4136.  Do  you  look  upon  it  as  a  failure? — Not  exactly  as  a 
failure,  l)ecause  I  consider  every  bag  of  wheat  grown  in  the  district 
is  at  least  a  pound  saved  to  the  district,  even  if  it  costs  thirty 
shillings  to  produce,  and  the  Government  should  lose  on  the  worlc. 
It  supports  a  lot  of  people,  and  we  generally  get  2,000  or  3,000  bags. 
At  present  we  have  to  imi)ort  thousands  of  bags,  and  all  (har 
money  is  sent  out  of  the  district  and  the  country. 

4137.  Mr.  Rogers.]  What  were  the  harvest  returns  last  j^ear  of 
your  district? — They  had  none,  owing  to  the  severe  drought. 

4138.  Is  there  plenty  of  water  now? — Well,  we  shall  have  a  very 
fair  harvest.  I  daresay  we  shall  get  about  3,000  muids,  and  it  is 
always  worth  20s.  to  25s.,  and  chaff  10s.  a  bale. 

4139.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Supposing  you  went  in  for  smaller  irri- 
gation works  in  your  district,  would  much  larger  quantities  of 
grain  be  produced  or  would  the  demand  for  the  imported  article 
continue  as  great? — I  could  not  say  at  the  moment,  but  I  know  that 
meal  and  wheat  are  imported  to  the  extent  of  thousands  of  bags. 

4140.  Do  you  think  you  could  easily  supply  your  own  wants, 
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if  facilities  for  growing  grain  weve  given,  such  as  irrigation  works? 
— Yes.  I  am  iii  favour  "of  such  irrigation  worlds  as  would  produce 
at  least  1,000  bags. 
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Samuel  Bonnin  Hohson,  examined. 

4141.  Chairman.']  What  district  do  3'ou  come  from? — Vryburg, 

4142.  Do  you  farm  there? — Yes. 

4143.  Have  you  ])een  there  for  some  time? — No,  for  seven 
months  only. 

4144.  Where  did  you  farm  i)revious  to  that  ? — In  Jansenville 
and  Aberdeen. 

4145.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  to  consist  of  representative  farmers,  irrespective  of 
politics,  from  all  parts  of  the  Colony.  The  duties  of  such  Council 
to  l:)e :  (1)  To  consult  on  all  questions  atl'ecting  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  (2)  to  consider  and  report  to  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  upon  schemes  submitted  to  them? — T  am  not  in  favour 
of  the  constitution  of  a  Council  of  Agriculture. 

4146.  Why? — One  reason  is  that  it  will  be  very  cumbersome 
machinery,  and  to  a  certain  extent  unworkable. 

4147.  If  it  were  a  smaller  body  would  you  then  be  in  favour  of 
it?— No. 

4148.  Are  you  in  favour  of  having  a  Committee  of  Agriculture 
in  each  Fiscal  Division? — No,  I  am  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture to  act  as  an  Advisory  Board  only. 

4149.  How  should  that  be  constituted? — It  should  be  ^larrly 
elected  aiid  partly  nominated. 

4150.  How  should  the  members  be  elected? — I  think  we  have 
mai'liinci'y  in  existence  sufficient  to  elect  them  at  the  present  tinie 
in  llie  Farmers'  Associations  on  the  one  side  practically  represent- 
ing (lie  English  side  of  the  farming  community  and  in  the  Bond  as 
far  as  ii  cU'als  with  agricultural  matters  representing  the  Dutch- 
speaking  ))opulation  on  the  other  side. 

4151.  But  that  would  not  be  a  local  Board  wliich  would  lii'ing 
the  farming  community  into  touch  with  tlie  Agricullural  Depart- 
ment?- -This  Board  would  be  a  connecting  link  between  Ihe  farmers 
and  the  De]iartment. 

4152.  r>ut  it  will  not  be  a  local  Board? — It  will  lie  I'epresenfalive 
of  every  district. 

4153.  What  should  be  the  nnndier  of  members  such  a  Board 
woidd  consist  of?-  It  should  lie  made  as  small  as  possilile  not 
more  than  fifteen  membei's. 

1154.  Mr.  Ahraliaiiison.']  You  lliinl<  that  such  a  Board  would  be 
sMiricicnl  lo  l)ring  farmers  into  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Dejiart 
meni  ?     Ccilaiidv,  if  elected  in  the  wa\'  1  suggested. 
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4154a.  You  say  the  Farmers'  Associations  and  tlic  Afrikander 
Bond  should  each  elect  a  certain  number.  Now  there  is  the  League, 
which  is  also  practically  a  Farmers'  Association,  would  you  j?ive 
them  powers  of  election?  No,  T  look  ujjon  the  League  as  being  a 
purely  political  organisation. 

4155.  More  so  than  the  Afrikander  Bond?— Not  more  so,  but 
the  Afrikander  Bond  says  distinctly  that  il  is  a  Farmers'  Associa- 
tion, whereas  the  League  does  not. 

415fi.  Would  you  have  the  i  armers'  Associations  elect  the  same 
number  of  members  as  the  Bond? — Yes. 

4157.  And  the  Government? — They  should  nominate  one-third 
of  the  total  number. 

4158.  Therefore  the  Government  and  the  Farmers'  Associations 
would  nominate  two-thirds  and  the  Bond  one-third  ? — Yes. 

4159.  Do  vou  think  that  the  Afrikander  Bond  would  be  satis- 
fied that  that  would  be  a  fair  representation? — T  think  they  ought 
to  be. 

4160.  Ts  it  not  a  fact  that  the  farmers  who  belong  to  the  Bond 
are  in  the  maioritv  to  those  who  belong  to  the  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions?— Exactlv:  but  it  would  spur  the  English  ones  on  and  wake 
them  up  to  their  duties  of  belonging  to  Farmers'  Associations. 

4161.  But  as  the  Dutch  farmers  are  in  the  maioritv,  do  vou 
think  thev  would  be  satisfied  with  only  electing  one-third  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

4162.  Whv  do  vou  object  to  having  the  Local  Committee  in  a 
Fiscal  Division  elected  bv  the  landowners  of  that  division  to  serve 
as  a  kind  of  connecting  link  between  the  farmers  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture? — 'Because  T  do  not  think  it  necessarv  if  we 
have  this  Advisorv  Board  elected  bv  the  bodies  T  have  mentioned. 

4163.  There  are  districts  where  vou  have  the  Afrikander  Bond 
but  where  there  are  no  Farmers'  Associations,  but  still  there  are  a 
good  manv  farmers  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Afrikander  Bond. 
Whv  should  these  not  be  represented  ? — There  is  nothing  to  prevent 
their  forming  a  Farmers'  Association. 

4164.  Supposing  there  were  onlv  half  a  dozen? — T  think  they 
would  receive  fair  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  Bond. 

4165.  Do  you  think  thev  should  join  the  Bond? — They  may 
not  be  able  to  do  so  for  political  reasons. 

4166.  HoAv  would  vou  get  these  men  represented? — T  do  not  see 
anv  wav.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  districts  where  we  have 
Farmers'  Associations  and  no  branches  of  the  Bond. 

4167.  Tt  has  been  suggested  bv  manv  witnesses  that  the  land- 
owners in  ever\^  Field-cornetcv  should  elect  one  or  two  of  their 
number,  and  that  these  representatives  should  form  a  District  Com- 
mittee, and  that  this  Committee  should  nominate  one  of  their  num- 
ber to  serve  on  the  Council  of  Agriculture  which  would  be  a  kind 
of  Central  Farmers'  Congress  to  meet  once  a  vear.  and  that  this 
Council  should  nominate  an  executive  to  be  an  Advisory  Board  ? 
— T  do  not  think  the  Council  is  necessary. 

4168.  And  the  Local  Committees? — The  onlv  object  of  that 
Committee  would  be  to  fonn  the  Council,  T  take  it. 

4169.  Not  necessarilv.  Do  not  vou  think  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  to  have  a  bodv  in  the  district  to  Avhom  the  Government  could 
applv  for  information  supposing  any  scheme  for  the  improvement 
of  that  district  was  on  the  tavis,  such  as  irrigation  or  fencing  or 
animal  diseases,  or  anything  of  that  kind? — Yes.  such  a  body  woulfl 
be  useful  if  we  did  not  have  the  Advisory  Board. 

4170.  But  the  Advisorv  Board,  T  take  it,  would  be  a  bodv  which 
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would  meet  in  Cape  Town? — Yes,  but  it  represents  all  the  districts, 
and  the  members  should  know  what  is  going  on. 

4171.  Do  you  think  that  with  fifteen  members  on  the  Board 
fach  Circle  would  have  sufficient  representation? — Yes,  I  ..ii-ik  so. 
Supposing  there  were  a  large  irrigation  work  proposed  in  any  parti- 
cular district  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  see  it  -nd  r{]')ort 
on  it. 

4172.  Do  you  think  one  man  representing,  say,  the  Eastern 
Province,  could  have  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  whole  of  that 
Province  to  be  able  to  advise  the  Government  as  one  who  had  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  local  concerns?  Would  it  not  be  very  much 
better  if  you  had  a  body  of  local  men? — There  is  sure  to  be  one  man 
out  of  that  Circle  on  the  Board,  and  I  take  it  he  would  get  the  other 
members  to  inspect  the  scheme.  I  take  it  that  the  members  w^ould 
be  practical  men,  and  the  advice  they  give  ought  to  be  worth 
having. 

4173.  What  is  your  objection  to  these  bodies  if  the  members 
are  not  ])aid?  Do  not  you  think  they  would  stimulate  ideas  for  im- 
l^rovement  of  the  agriculture  in  these  districts?  What  is  your  real 
objection  to  these  committees? — I  do  not  particularly  ol^ject  to 
them,  but  I  think  they  w^ould  be  unnecessary. 

4174.  But  you  do  not  think  Farmers'  Associations  unnecessary? 
— No,  and  the  ver^^  fact  of  having  these  makes  the  other  un- 
necessary. 

4175.  Have  you  Farmers'  Associations  all  over  the  country? — 
No,  but  we  are  going  to  have. 

4176.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  progress  that  is  being  made  in 
forming  Farmers'  Associations? — No. 

4177.  What  is  the  reason  of  their  slow  progress? — The  political 
element  in  the  Congress,  and  until  we  keep  ])olitics  out  of  it  we  will 
never  make  the  progress  we  ought  to. 

4178.  Will  you  tell  us  how  you  are  going  to  keep  politics  out 
when  you  propose  to  bring  the  Afrikander  Bond  into  the  matter? — 
It  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  see  the  imwisdom  of  bringing  politics 
into  agricultural  matters. 

4179.  You  do  not  think  it  would  be  better  rather  to  form  some 
new  machineiy  and  get  the  landowners,  irrespective  of  nationality 
and  politics,  to  come  together  and  elect  representatives  to  form 
these  bodies? — No,  but  I  hold  that  if  the  Board  is  elected,  as  I  sug- 
gest it  will  be  elected  by  landowners,  irrespective  of  nationality  or 
political  opinion. 

4180.  Mr.  Rvbidge.']  You  say  that  if  the  scheme  you  suggest  be 
adopted  the  members  Avill  be  elected  bv  landowners?-  Yes. 

4181.  Are  all  the  members  of  the  Afrilcander  Bond  landowners? 
— The  great  bulk  are. 

4182.  Are  the  bulk  of  the  people  not  "bywoners"?  Take  the 
districts  of  Jansenville  and  Aberdeen,  do  you  think  the  great  bulk 
of  the  ]-)eople  there  would  be  the  peoj)le  to  form  this  Board? — T  take 
i(  thai  \ho  five  mendiers  whom  the  Bond  would  elect  would  be 
elected  at  the  Bond  Congress,  and  the  five  to  be  elected  by  the 
Fanners'  Associations  would  be  elected  at  the  Farmers'  Congress, 
There  are  of  course  a  large  number  of  the  "bywoner"  class"^who 
belong  to  the  Bond,  but  then  Ihere  are  a  large  number  of  people 
who  are  in  the  same  position,  but  who  lielong  to  the  Fanners'  Asso- 
cinfions.  so  it  would  be  six  of  the  one  and  half  a  dozen  of  the  other, 

4183.  T  do  nol  know  whether  von  are  awar(>  that  during  (he 
■Rinderpest  outbreak  Tocal  Commillees  were  formed  iji  (he  diffT-rent 
dislricts?— Yes,  T  am  awar(>  of  that, 
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4184.  Do  not  you  think  these  Local  Committees  did  a  great  deal 
of  good  to  prevent  the  s])i'ead  of  the  disease, — Yes. 

4185.  If  we  liati  these  Local  Committees  elected  as  we  suggest 
or,  as  has  also  heen  suggested,  have  half  the  members  elected  and 
the  oilier  half  nominated  by  lh(^  C'ivil  Commissioner,  would  you 
still  be  so  against  their  formation? — Yes.  They  could  be  formed  in 
times  of  emergency  on  the  advice  of  the  Advisory  Board  in  tw(mty- 
four  hours. 

4186.  How  would  you  do  it? — In  (he  same  way  as  it  was  done 
during  the  Rinderpest  outbreak. 

4187.  They  were  nominated  by  the  Civil  Commissioner  in  that 
case? — Then  T  would  nominate  them  again. 

4188.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Civil  Commissioner 
nominating  a  Permanent  Local  Committee  ? — T  should  })refer  that 
to  having  the  Committee  elected. 

4189.  You  admit  there  is  some  need  for  a  Local  Committee?— 
Not  sufficient  to  guarantee  that  it  should  be  a  standing  Committee. 

4190.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  an  inducement  for  farmers 
to  take  more  interest  in  farming  matters  if  these  Committees  were 
appointed? — No,  they  would  take  just  as  much,  if  not  more,  if  there 
were  a  good  Advisory  Board  in  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment. 

4191.  Mr.  Orpen^  You  say  you  hope  before  long  that  there  will 
lie  a  Farmers'  Association  in  each  district  ? — Yes. 

4192.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  difficulties  incurred 
in  forming  Farmers'  Associations? — Yes. 

4193.  And  you  think,  in  spite  of  these  difficulties,  you  will  form 
them  all  over  the  Colony? — Yes,  if  we  have  this  Advisory  Board  it 
would  give  them  an  impetus. 

4194.  Would  you  make  the  qualification  for  membership  of 
these  Associations  uniform  throughout  the  Colony  ? — T  would  leave 
it  as  it  is  to-day. 

4195.  So  that  the  result  would  be  that  a  certain  number  of 
people  who  are  not  farmers  would  have  a  voice  in  the  selection  of 
this  Advisory  Board? — Yes. 

4196.  Mr.  Blaine.]  How  many  branches  of  the  Farmers'  Associa- 
tion were  represented  at  the  last  Conference  held  at  Graham's 
Town? — I  believe  about  18  or  19. 

4197.  Several  of  these  branches  were  in  the  same  district  ? — I 
am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  two  Associations  in  one  Division. 

4198.  Your  idea  is  that  a  man  should  not  have  a  say  in  the 
selection  of  this  Board  unless  he  be  a  member  of  the  Bond  or  the 
Farmers'  Association? — Yes,  if  he  does  not  want  to  go  in  for  politics 
he  could  join  the  agricultural  portion  of  the  Bond.  If  he  is  a  far- 
mer who  takes  an  interest  in  the  development  of  the  country  he 
would  join  one  of  these  Associations. 

4199.  Members  of  Farmers'  Associations  pay  a  sul)scription,  do 
they  not? — Yes. 

4200.  Mr.  Oosthnisen.]  How  is  an  individual  farmer  to  be  brought 
into  touch  with  the  Advisory  Board  ? — I  presume  there  should  be 
a  Chairman  and  Secretary,  and  these  should  have  an  office  some- 
where. 

4201.  Do  you  not  think  that  individual  farmers  could  get  what 
they  wanted  better  by  corresponding  with  the  Department  direct? 
— I  do  not  see  that  it  is  necessary  to  correspond  with  the  Advisory 
Board  at  all.  The  farmer  could  apply  to  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, but  the  latter  would  take  the  advice  of  the  Board  instead  o^ 
l)lundering  into  the  matter. 

[G.  2—1905.]  CO 
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4202.  Your  scheme  is  that  the  Department  only  should  approach 
the  Board? — Yes. 

4203.  Do  you  not  think  that  there  should  be  a  way  for  an  indi- 
vidual farmer  to  get  at  the  Agricultural  Department  without  having 
to  correspond  with  the  head  ofiice? — Yes,  it  would  be  very  nice  if 
you  could  have  such  a  scheme. 

42u4.  You  think  that  would  be  a  good  thing? — Yes. 

4205.  You  know  there  are  a  good  many  farmers  who  would 
avail  tlicuiselves  of  getting  some  information  from  the  Agricultural 
Department  as  to  their  soil  and  veld  with  a  view  to  making  ex- 
periments which  would  benefit  the  agriculture  of  the  country,  but 
they  do  not  do  so,  l^ecause  the  Department  seems  such  a  far-away 
body.  Therefore,  you  think,  if  some  means  could  be  devised  by 
which  these  farmers  could  get  into  closer  touch  with  the  Depart- 
ment it  would  be  a  good  thing? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  be. 

4200.  Do  you  think  that  the  Civil  Commissioner  would  take 
sufficient  interest  to  go  into  the  wants  of  the  individual  farmers  in 
their  districts? — I  think  they  would  take  sufficient  interest,  but 
whether  tliey  are  competent  is  another  thing. 

4207.  You  would  leather  see  that  some  practical  men  in  the  dis- 
trict should  have  the  matter  in  hand? — The  farmer  requiring  assist- 
ance could  apply  to  the  Magistrate,  who  would  refer  him  to  the 
Agricultural  Department,  and  the  latter  would  get  the  Board  to  deal 
with  the  matter.  There  are  fifteen  members  on  the  Board,  and  they 
should  be  able  to  get  about  the  country. 

4208.  Do  you  think  they  should  l^e  paid  a  permanent  salary  or 
only  out  of  pocket  expenses? — A  ])ermanent  salary,  because  they 
would  be  liable  to  be  called  upon  at  any  time. 

4209.  Mr.  Owen-Leivis.]  Were  you  present  at  the  Farmers'  Con- 
gress ? — Yes. 

4210.  You  voted  for  the  resolution  in  favour  of  establishing  an 
Irrigation  Board  in  each  Fiscal  Division? — Yes,  I  was  in  favour  of 
that. 

4211.  You  Avould  be  in  favour  then  of  a  Board  to  be  established 
in  each  Fiscal  Division  to  deal  with  irrigation? — Yes.  I  was  un- 
aware at  the  time  that  each  district  could  now  elect  a  Water  Board 
if  they  w^ished  to. 

4212.  You  said  that  you  would  rather  the  Civil  Commissioner 
nominated  the  members  of  the  Local  Committee  than  that  they 
should  be  elected  by  the  landowners? — Yes. 

4213.  Why? — Because  you  cannot  keei)  the  polilicfil  element  out 
of  it  if  elected  by  landowners. 

4214.  Tf  you  were  convinced  that  it  Avould  be  ])ossible  to  keep 
])olitics  out  of  it  you  would  favour  the  ])rinciple? — Yes. 

4215.  You  think  that  in  any  poiiidai'  elected  Board  politics  will 
be  introduced? — My  objeclion  is  this,  thnt  you  could  lake  the  most 
com])et('nl  man,  and  i)ut  Inm  uj)  foi'  the  Divisional  Council  of  Port 
Elizabeth,  and  if  he  be  a  Bondsman  he  would  not  get  a  vote,  and 
the  same  thing  would  occur  if  a  Progi'essive  were  ])ut  up  for  the 
Division  of  AVillowmore,  however  good  Ids  qualifications  may  be. 

4216.  Do  you  think  that  is  always  going  to  be  so? — I  cannot  see 
the  end  of  it. 

4217.  Do  \'ou  not  ihinl>-  if  \'ou  forme*]  T^oeal  Committees  all  over 
the  Colony,  which  Avere  cnllod  info  existence  solelv  for  agricultural 
interests,  nnd  thnt  the  Civil  Commission(>rs  presidod  over  them,  that 
these  Committees  would  worlc  for  th(>  good  of  tlioir  industry  on  non- 
political  lines?  -T  do  not  think  they  would. 
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4il8.  Do  you  think  the  establishment  of  these  Local  Commit- 
tees  wouhl  malve  matters  worsen  than  they  are  now? — I  do  not  thinly 
it  could  make  matters  worse. 

4:il9.  Do  yoii  think  they  would  do  harm? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

4220.  Tn  what  way? — They  would  lend  to  Iji'Ihl;  if  possihlc  more 
of  the  political  element  into  it. 

4221.  In  districts  which  were  all  Bond  would  the  farmers  elect 
the  best  farmer  or  the  best  politician?— I  think  they  would  elect  the 
best  politician. 

4222.  You  say  the  men  livinu;  in  tlie  outlying  districts  where 
there  is  no  Farmers'  Association  would  have  to  join  the  Bond  in 
order  to  get  representation? — Yes,  or  form  a  bi-aneh  of  the  Fnrmers' 
Association. 

4223.  You  know  of  districts  in  this  Colony  where  there  are  a 
few  scattered  here  and  there,  so  that  it  would  be  im])ossible  for 
them  to  form  a  Farmers'  Asociation? — You  ai'e  going  to  see  a  num- 
ber of  these  small  Associations  formed.  I  see  that  coming.  There 
will  be  branches  of  the  Bond  which  Avill  not  discuss  politics  at  all. 

4224.  Therefore  you  think  the  tendency  to  introduce  politics 
into  everything  is  dying  out? — ^To  a  certain  extent. 

4225.  Is  that  not  an  argument  in  favour  of  having  these  Local 
Committees  where  they  would  discuss  agricultural  matters  and  not 
politics? — No. 

4226.  Do  you  think  that  the  Bond  Congress,  Avhen  they  came  to 
elect  their  five  members,  would  elect  the  five  most  experienced  far- 
mers, or  the  five  best  politicians? — ^The  five  most  experienced  far- 
mers. 

4227.  They  would  not  let  politics  influence  their  choice? — No, 
they  would  elect  the  five  best  men  they  have. 

'  4228.  You  do  not  think  when  these  fifteen  members  came  to 
meet,  and  five  would  be  elected  by  the  Dutch  and  five  by  the  Eng- 
lish, that  they  would  form  themselves  into  parties,  because  they 
would  be  labelled  as  English  on  the  one  side  and  Dutch  on  the 
other? — I  think  thev  will  think  very  much  alike. 

4229.  Why  should  thev  work  'differentlv  if  elected  by  land- 
owners than  if  nominated  by  the  Bond  and  Farmers'  Associations? 
— Because  in  the  latter  case  the  thing  would  have  been  sifted 
through  and  through,  and  it  has  come  up  to  a  higher  level  before 
these  men  are  nominated. 

4230.  According  to  your  scheme  you  make  no  provision  to  in- 
sure that  every  district  will  be  represented,  for  instance,  the  five 
men  elected  by  the  Farmers'  Associations  might  be  all  men  from  the 
Eastern  Province  and  those  elected  by  the  Bond  may  all  come  from 
the  Western  Circle,  and  so  it  is  quite  possible  that  under  your 
scheme  there  might  be  huge  districts  Avhich  would  not  be  repre- 
sented on  the  Board? — That  would  be  entirelv  their  own  fault,  be- 
cause thev  could  form  Associations,  and  send  delegates  to  the  Con- 
gress, anrt  get  their  men  elected.  My  great  object  in  a  scheme  like 
that  is  to  stir  these  people  up. 

4231.  You  sav  that  nv  to  now  the  i^olitical  element  has  spoilt 
the  work  of  the  Farmers'  Associations? — Yes. 

4232.  It  therefore  comes  to  this,  that  if  you  were  convinced  that 
politics  would  not  be  introduced,  you  would  be  in  favour  of  the 
scheme? — Yes. 

4233.  M7-.  AhrahatnRov.']  You  live  close  to  the  Transvaal  border? 
— Yes,  about  thirty  miles. 

4234.  Are  vou  aware  that  they  have  the'=*e  Local  Committees  in 
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the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  River  Colony? — I  was  not  aware  of 

that. 

42^5.  We  have  it  in  evidence  111  at  they  are  in  existence  there, 
and  that  they  are  doing  excellent  work,  and  that  it  has  tended  to 
nialvc  the  farming  community  take  very  much  more  interest  in 
agriculture.  If  you  were  assured  that  they  were  working  well  there 
would  that  alter  your  opinion? — No,  because  the  Transvaal  has  no 
representation,  so  the  jMilitical  element  cannot  creep  in  there. 

4236.  Chairman.]  Is  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  it  exists  at 
the  present  time,  in  your  opinion,  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farming  community? — No,  I  do  not  think  it  is. 

4237.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  What  suggestion  would  you  make  to 
bring  the  farmers  into  closer  touch  with  the  Department? — I  would 
have  an  Advisory  Board  and  a  permanent  head,  on  the  same  lines 
as  the  Director  of  Agriculture  in  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River 
Colony. 

4238.  Is  that  in  place  of  the  Under  Scretary  for  Agriculture? — 
Yes.  He  should  l)e  a  man  with  good  technical  knowledge.  One 
who  could  deal  \vith  almost  every  agricultural  subject,  and  who 
should  travel  about. 

4239.  You  are  not  of  opinion  that  it  would  l)e  a  good  idea  to 
organise  the  farmers  outside  of  the  existing  Political  Associations 
that  are  now  in  existence? — No.  They  are  not  what  they  should 
be  now,  l)ut  in  course  of  time  the  thing  will  work  itself  right. 

4240.  Do  vou  think  the  Congresses  of  the  Farmers'  Associations 
and  the  Bond  have  done  any  good  to  farmers  as  regards  agricul- 
ture ? — Speaking  from  the  Farmers'  Associations'  point  of  view,  I 
think  it  has  induced  a  great  many  farmers  to  take  an  interest  in 
agriculture. 

4241.  Have  vou  alwavs  had  the  resolutions  of  your  Congress 
carried  out  by  the  administration? — Very  rarely. 

4242.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? — Partly  to  the  political 
element  in  our  Congress.  T  notice  that  if  a  question  comes  before 
the  House  with  a  partly  ]~)o]itical  taint  upon  it,  it  receives  very 
scant  attention. 

4243.  Do  not  you  think  that  resolutions  coming  from  such  a 
Board  as  you  suggest  would  also  have  this  taint  ? — Yes,  but  you 
give  both  sides  the  same  chance. 

4244.  You  admit  there  would  not  be  fair  representation  for 
the  whole  Colonv? — Yes,  everv  farmer  would  have  a  vote  who 
joined  the  Bond  or  the  Farmers'  Association 

4244a.  Do  vou  think  it  would  be  advantafreous  to  force  any  far- 
mer to  ioin  either  of  those  Associations  in  order  to  have  rejiresenta- 
tion  ?  T  think  it  would  be  advantageous  in  waking  him  up  to  a 
sense  of  his  duty  to  the  country. 

4245.  Yon  are  not  in  favour  of  the  Covernment  nominating 
three  men  in  each  district  to  look  after  agricultural  matters?-  No, 
T  do  not  think  it  would  do  any  good. 

4246.  Mr.  Oqcni  Lpivi^?\  You  are  in  favour  of  th(^  permanent  head 
of  the  Asn'icutural  Denarlment  beintf  a  man  of  uractical  experience 
in  agriculture? — Yes,  the  best  man  vou  can  produce. 

4247.  You  do  not  think  he  sluudd  be  a  man  A\ilh  no  practical 
experience?-    Cerlainlv  not. 

4247.\.  You  tbiiil<  it  wonld  tend  to  improve  tlie  workiu"  of  the 
Department  if  a  i)ractical  man  were  ])ut  at  Ibc  bead  of  alYairs? — 
"Most  certainly. 

424B.  Tn  your  experience  while  liav-cllinr;  a1?nnl  tbe  country  and 
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liu'oting  (lie  farmers,  have  yuu  luuiul  thai  Ihey  are  .sati.stied  Willi 
the  Avorking  of  the  Agricultural  De))artmpiit? — No.  They  ail  say 
tliey  are  not  in  touch  wilh  il. 

4249.  It  is  not  their  custom  it  tiiey  require  assistance  to  a))j»ly  to 
(lie  ])e})artmeiit  ? — In  certain  cases  they  do. 

4250.  When  llicy  do,  wiial  lias  heen  liicir  experience?—!  have 
had  one  ratlier  painful  e.xperieiu'c. 

4251.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  I  lie  [tarticulars  f — Yes.  I 
applied  to  tlie  l)e[)aTtment  for  a  loan  to  construct  ;i  dam,  and 
twelve  months  after  1  applicul  the  Engineer  canu^  to  m\'  farm  for 
the  ftrst  time.  It  was  eighteen  months  from  the  date  1  a|)plied 
that  the  work  was  begun.  I  had  finished  the  dam,  and  il  hud  burst, 
and  1  had  not  received  all  the  money  to  pay  for  il,  and,  in  fact,  I 
have  not  received  it  to  this  day. 

4252.  Was  this  dam  built  under  the  supervision  of  dn'  Covern- 
ment  Engineer ? — Yes. 

4253.  How  long  after  it  was  constructctl  did  i(  burst? — It  was 
not  quite  completed.    The  pitching  was  not  finished  when  it  burst. 

4254.  How  long  was  that  ago? — It  burst  in  Decemljer,  1901. 

4255.  What  do  you  attribute  its  bursting  to? — I  cannot  say.  The 
water  did  not  go  over  the  top  of  the  bank,  but  it  burst  right  through 
the  centre  of  the  bank. 

425(3.  Do  you  !iiink  it  was  any  fault  in  the  construction.' — No, 
the  Engineer  from  Port  Elizabeth  was  there  three  weeks  before  it 
burst. 

4257.  And  elid  he  a[)])rove  of  the  work  going  on  i — Yes,  he  gave 
his  certificate  for  the  next  instalment  to  be  paid. 

4258.  Are  you  still  in  communication  with  the  Department  in 
connection  with  the  payment  of  the  balance  owing  to  you  ( — No,  I 
have  sold  the  farm  and  dam,  and  the  purchaser  has  taken  over  all 
the  responsil)ility,  and  the  Government  and  I  wish  them  joy. 

4259.  Chainuan.]  Did  you  get  the  loan  from  Govern  me))  t  o))  first 
mortgage  ? — Yes. 

4200.  What  did  you  pay  for  it? — 4|:  per  cent.,  payable  in  forty 
years. 

4261.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  still  have  to  go  on  paying  this 
interest  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  dam  is  useless? — No,  the  Act 
only  provided  that  payment  is  to  be  made  for  finished  work. 

4262.  So  that  the  State  has  had  a  loss  over  this  transaction  ? — 
They  had  no  interest  out  of  me. 

4263.  But  they  have  your  bond? — Y^es,  they  applied  to  me  for 
interest  for  the  full  amount,  although  there  was  still  £240  nn])aid. 

4264.  Mr.  Abra/iamson.]  The  bond  has  been  passed,  I  take  it,  so 
they  have  security? — Yes. 

4265.  Will  not  they  repay  themselves  for  their  interest? — That 
is  a  very  open  question. 

4266.  Could  you  suggest  any  way  by  which  a  better  state  of 
affairs  could  be  introduced  with  regard  to  irrigation  Avork  ? — No,  I 
think  the  present  Irrigation  Act  is  a  very  good  one  if  [)roperly  ad- 
ministered. 

4267.  WTiat  do  you  call  })roperly  administered  '.  A\'oiild  you 
have  more  expert  knowledge,  or  more  practical  knowedge? — More 
practical  knowdedge. 

4268.  Y^ou  think  the  farmers  should  be  allowed  a  little  more  say 
in  the  construction  of  the  dams? — Y^es. 

4269.  Mr.  Rubidgc]  When  you  started  this  work,  did  you  have 
to  pay  for  the  Engineer's  inspection  or  his  plans? — No. 


40t) 

4:^70.  Up  tu  llie  time  that  the  daiu  burst  was  the  Engineer  satis- 
fied with  the  worlv  you  had  done  ?— Yes,  he  was  there  periodically. 

4271.  Were  you  carrying  out  the  work  under  his  instructions? — 
Yes,  I  could  do  nothing  witliout  his  consent. 

4272.  Would  you  tiave  constructed  the  dam  dift'erently  if  he 
had  not  been  there  ? — Yes. 

427o.  Using  your  own  common  sense  .^ — Yes. 

4z^4.  Do  you  think  the  same  thing  might  have  happened  if  you 
had  constructed  it.^ — Yes,  because  I  cannot  account  for  its  bursting. 
I  would  have  made  the  bank  a  tlifferent  shape.  I  made  the  dam 
at  least  eight  feet  wider  than  the  Department  considered  necessary, 
and  that  was  the  only  friction  1  had  with  the  Engineer. 

4275.  Was  this  a  dam  across  the  river? — Yes. 

427G.  Mr.  Oryen.']  If  you  had  received  the  remaining  instalment 
would  you  have  been  able  to  repair  the  dam  ^ — Certainly,  for  half 
that  amount. 

4277.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advantageous  in 
tlio  Agricultural  Department  to  separate  the  clerical  from  the 
technical  branches  ? — I  have  not  had  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
Department  to  give  an  opinion  on  that,  but  I  know  it  would  be  an 
advantage  to  keep  a  good  man,  like  Dr.  Hutcheon,  from  attending 
to  accounts,  and  so  on. 

4278.  Chairman  ]  Have  you  any  objection  to  the  Government 
advancing  loans  to  Divisional  Councils  on  tne  £  for  £  principle  for 
irrigation  works  in  a  district,  provided  the  Divisional  Council  has 
the  right  of  levying  an  agricultural  rate  on  the  district? — I  have 
no  objection,  provided  it  will  be  a  public  work,  and  not  for  a  private 
individual. 

4279.  How  would  you  help  a  private  individual '. — I  would  let 
him  go  on  under  the  present  Act  under  different  administration. 

4280.  Do  not  you  think  the  present  Act  has  been  a  failure  in 
many  respects  ? — Yes. 

4281.  You  agree  some  alteration  ought  to  Ije  made  to  make  it 
easier  for  farmers  to  get  money  from  the  Government? — Yes. 

4282.  3Ir.  OvstJmisen.]  From  your  experience,  do  not  you  think 
there  are  many  farmers  who  would  try  to  get  assistance  from  Gov- 
ernment if  they  were  in  a  position  to  get  a  better  knowledge  of  Ihc 
requirements  of  the  Agricultural  Department? — Yes. 

4283.  What  means  would  you  suggest  to  obviate  the  present 
difficulty? — 1  hardly  know  what  to  tell  you.  I  am  surprised  the 
farmers  do  not  take  advantage  of  the  Act.  All  they  have  to  do  is 
to  go  to  the  Magistrate,  and  he  would  put  them  in  the  way  of  cor- 
responding with  the  Department.  T  think  the  principal  thing  that 
is  keeping  men  back  from  applying  is,  that  they  are  afraid  thai  they 
are  bringing  forward  a  scheme  which  the  Engineers  would  not 
l^ass,  in  which  case  they  would  have  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
Engineers. 

4284.  You  think  they  should  not  be  made  to  pay  these  expenses 
if  the  scheme  is  not  approved  of? — 1  think  it  would  be  a  dangerous 
thing  to  remove  that  principle  altogether,  and  yet  it  wants  some 
inodilication. 

4285.  Would  ycui  be  in  lavuur  of  (he  Government  appointing 
I  wo  practical  farnuM's  in  tlic  |)articular  dislrici  concerned  to  see 
into  the  proposed  scheme  b(>f()re  sending  the  EngintMU'  ^  T  tliink 
the  Advisory  BoJiid  wonl<l  be  Ibc  propei'  people  to  I'epoi'l  on  ;i 
scheme  like  that. 

42.S0.  Mr.  T)laiiir.\  Do  nol   \on  Uiinis  Uitil   perhaps  (he  failure  of 


407 

this  Irrigation  Act  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  fact  that  people 
do  not  know  anything  about  it?— It  is  so  to  a  certain  extent. 

4287.  Mr.  Rvbidge.]  You  are  aware  that  Government  arc  now 
paying  on  the  £  for  £  principle  more  or  less  for  water-boring. 
Would  you  be  ])repared  to  advocate  the  same  principle  with  regard 
to  irrigation  works  and  vermin-proof  fencing? — I  Ihiniv  for  irriga- 
tion works  that  tiio  Act  is  almost  easier  for  the  farmer  than  llie 
£  for  £  princijile,  and  the  Government  lose  nothing  by  it,  but  1 
would  Ije  prepared  to  ap])ly  the  same  ])rinciple  to  jackal-])roof 
fencing,  as  it  is  a  reproductive  worlc,  the  same  as  the  other,  and 
just  as  necessary. 

4288.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  districts  or 
a  group  of  farmers  could  be  given  the  power  of  putting  up  vermin- 
proof  fencing,  and  then  letting  the  farmers  concerned  contribute 
their  pro  rata  share,  according  to  Divisional  Council  valuations,  or 
according  to  the  number  of  morgen  that  would  Ije  benefited  by 
being  enclosed? — Yes,  I  think  something  of  that  kind  ought  to  be 
done. 

4289.  Supjjosing  there  are  two  or  three  men  in  that  area  who 
object  l:o  contribute,  but  who  are  going  to  receive  the  benefits  of  it, 
would  you  compel  them  to  contribute  towards  it,  and  fall  in  with 
the  others? — I  would  be  against  that,  unless  there  were  less  than 
three  against  it  out  of  fifteen. 

4^y0.  Would  two  men  rule  fifteen? — Yes,  because  it  is  a  serious 
thing  to  compel  any  man  to  contribute. 

4291.  Would  you  be  prepared  to  have  this  jackal-proof  fencing 
incorporated  in  the  Fencing  Act? — Yes. 

4292.  You  will  adnut  that  the  larger  the  area  to  be  enclosed,  the 
less  the  cost  per  morgen  would  be? — Yes. 

4293.  If  out  of  fifteen,  thirteen  were  willing  to  close,  you  would 
ct)mpel  the  remaining  two  to  contribute,  but  if  there  were  twelve 
out  of  fifteen  willing  to  close,  and  three  not,  you  would  let  the 
whole  twelve  suffer? — Yes.  You  have  to  draw  the  line  somewhere, 
and  it  seems  to  me  rather  a  drastic  measure. 

4294.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Did  I  understand  that  you  said  that  you 
were  in  favour  of  the  present  Act  being  so  altered  as  to  include 
vermin-proof  fencing  i — Yes,  I  would  like  to  qualify  that  with 
regard  to  certain  ])arts  of  me  country  Avhere  the  ground  is  really 
not  worth  fencing. 

4295.  The  present  fencing  Act  is  a  permissive  Act.    Would  you 
•be  in  favour  of  the  Government  being  able  to  force  farmers  to  erect 

this  vermin-proof  fence? — I  think  it  should  be  permissive. 

4296.  Mr.  Abrahavison.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Govern- 
ment giving  a  subsidy  to  anyone  who  wished  to  build  a  dam  ?  Say, 
for  instance,  a  man  was  prepared  to  build  a  dam  costing  £1,000  out 
of  his  own  ])ocket? — No. 

4297.  Why?— Because  he  gets  such  very  reasonable  terms  untler 
the  Act. 

4298.  But  he  must  pass  a  mortgage,  the  Act  says  you  can  only 
get  an  advance  from  Government  up"  to  two-thirds  of  the  value  of 
the  property.  Supposing  that  ground  is  already  mortgaged  to  that 
amount,  and  the  owner  wished  to  build  a  dam  in  his  own  style, 
but  with  Government  approval,  and  he  thinks  he  can  do  it  better 
under  Government  supervision,  would  you  be  prepared  to  say  that 
Government  shoidd  come  to  his  help?— That  is  a  mcitter  I  have  not 
giA^en  sufficient  thought  to. 

4299.  Are  you  against  Government  giving   subsidies  ?— I   am 
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againh-t  Government  giving  out  money  when  tliey  woiild  get  no- 
tliing  baclv  for  it. 

4300.  But  supposing  the  Government  benefits,  it  would  increase 
Ihe  national  asset? — It  would  increase  the  other  way  as  well,  be- 
cause the  Government  can  get  the  money  very  cheaply,  and  they 
could  let  the  farmers  have  it  at  a  very  low  rate  of  interest. 

4o01.  You  told  us  there  were  many  drawl  jacks  in  connection 
Avith  a  farmer  building  dams  under  Government  direction.  Taking 
iliesc  difficulties  all  into  consideration,  and  supposing  the  man  was 
in  a  })osition  to  get  the  money  himself  from  Government,  you 
ihink  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  he  could  see  to  the  construction 
of  it  himself? — I  would  like  to  ])oint  out  that  there  the  same  diffi- 
culty would  come  in  that  the  Engineer  would  have  to  ap})rove  of 
the  scheme  before  the  money  could  be  given. 

4302.  But  building  the  clam  under  his  direction  makes  it  more 
exjjensive  ? — Yes. 

4303.  Do  you  think  the  Engineer  makes  the  bank  unnecessarily 
heavy? — Yes,  but  he  Avould  have  the  same  objection  when  the  dam 
Avas  "finished.  He  would  say  it  was  not  strong  enough,  and  not 
heavy  enough. 

4304.  31r.  Rabidge.]  Y'ou  said  you  object  to  Government  ad- 
vancing money  to  any  people  if  they  do  not  get  interest  for  it  ? — Yes. 

4305.  What  interest  has  the  Government  got  from  subsidising 
bcre-holes  and  the  destruction  of  vermin? — They  are  getting  no 
interest  for  it.  1  should  have  qualified  my  answer  by  saying  that 
these  are  reproductive  works. 

4306.  Would  irrigation  works  not  be  reproductive  '( — Yes,  to  a 
certain  extent. 

4307.  Government  have  been  giving  rewards  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  vermin  for  many  years.  Do  you  think  that  is  ever  going  to 
end  under  the  present  system? — If  Government  raised  the  reward, 
they  would  end. 

4308.  To  what  extent?^!  should  think  they  could  keep  the 
rewards  as  at  ]n-esent  for  aljout  five  years,  and  then  raise  them  to 
£1,  and  then  keep  on  raising  them  until  jackals  were  exterminated, 
the  same  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  dingoes  in  Australia. 

4309.  Do  not  >ou  think  if  the  Government  were  rather  to  invest 
this  money  or  a  ])ortion  of  it  in  assisting  the  farmers  to  enclose 
large  areas  with  vermin-proof  fencing  that  we  would  sooner  over- 
come this  c]ifficulty  ? — I  think  it  would  Ije  most  disastrous  to  with- 
draw even  a  jjortion  from  the  grant. 

4310.  Do  you  think  Government  would  be  justified  in  coming 
foiward  witli  assistance  to  farmers  in  regard  to  fencing? — Cer- 
tainly. 

4310a.  AVould  you  be  in  favoiii'  of  tlieir  lending  money  to  iiidi- 
A'ulual  fai'mers,  nv  would  you  prefer  gi'ou})s  of  farmers'? — I  Ihink 
lb  It  is  a  mailer  for  the  farmers  to  decide  amongst  themselves,  but 
1  Ihink  individual  farmers. 

4311.  Has  the  destruction  of  jackals  Ijy  poisoning  clul)s  mini- 
mised Ihe  ])higue  al  all  ? — Certainly  in  those  centres  where  those 
clults  were  started.  Take  Jansenvilh'  and  Mount  Stuart,  for  in- 
stance. Thirty  or  forty  years  ago  sheep  and  hinil)s  could  not  be  left 
out  at  night  owing  to  the  jackals,  l)nt  now,  although  Ihe  jackals  are 
still  there,  they  are  very  much  reduced. 

■loluiiiiu's  Murlliiuuft  Die/JciKiar,  examined. 

4312.  Chairman.]  Are  you  a  farmer? — Yes,  in  the  Vryburg  dis- 
trict of  Bechuanaland. 
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431o.  How  luHL!  have  }()u  li\r(l  Uicre  <-  Twi'iily  ynars  this 
muiith. 

4014.  Mr.  Owen- Lewis.]  Do  you  iiiKlcrslaiid  Ihc  sclnniic  sub- 
initled  to  this  Coniuiission,  and  upon  which  cvich'iicc!  is  bring 
taken  ? — Yes. 

4015.  Do  you  agree  thai  tiic  fanners  in  each  Ward  shotdd  clt'ei 
two  members  to  serve  on  a  Local  Committee  of  Agriculture  in  each 
Fiscal  Division  i — Yes. 

4016.  In  your  opinion  these  Committees  woidd  do  good  in 
bringing  the  farmers  of  each  Division  into  closer  touch  willi  I  he 
Agricultural  De})artment  ( — Certainly. 

4317.  Do  you  think  they  would  be  well  qualitied  to  bring  the 
needs  of  the  District  to  the  notice  of  the  De])arlm(Uit  f — Yes. 

4ol8.  It  is  also  suggested  that  a  Council  of  Agriculture  should 
be  formed  by  each  Local  Committee  electing  one  of  its  mendjers  to 
serve  on  that  Council.     Do  you  approve  of  that? — I  do. 

4319.  And  it  is  further  suggested  that  this  Council  should  elect 
from  amongst  its  own  members  a  Board  of  Agriculture  to  act  as  an 
Advisory  Board  to  the  Agricultural  Department.  Do  vou  agree  to 
that?— Yes. 

4320.  Do  you  believe  such  a  Board  would  be  capable  of  doing  a 
great  deal  of  good? — That  is  my  opinion. 

4321.  Are  you  in  favour  of  any  Governnieid  n(jniinees  being  on 
thai  Board? — No,  I  think  that  the  farmers  elected  to  that  Board 
should  aljsolutely  control  it. 

4322.  Do  you  approve  of  the  suggestion  that  the  Civil  Commis- 
sioner should  preside  over  the  Local  Committee  in  each  Fiscal 
Division  ? — Yes. 

4323.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  getting 
farmers  to  serve  on  these  Local  Committees  of  Agriculture? — I  do 
not  think  so ;  it  would  be  to  their  own  interest. 

4324.  And  you  believe  that  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  farmers 
that  they  be  organised? — Yes,  in  the  manner  suggested  in  this 
scheme. 

4325.  May  I  therefore  take  it  that  you  approve  thoroughly  of 
the  scheme  as  put  forward  ? — Yes,  I  approve  of  the  appointment  of 
these  three  bodies. 

4326.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Is  there  much  scope  in  ^^our  district  for 
a  Local  Committee  of  Agriculture?  Would  they  be  able  to  do  any 
good? — I  certainly  think  they  will  do  more  good  than  is  accom- 
plished under  present  conditions. 

4327.  Do  you  think  the  members  should  be  paid  ?^Certainl3\ 
For  myself  I  could  not  undertake  to  perform  such  public  duties, 
leaving  my  own  work  for  a  nundjer  of  days,  and  not  get  paid  for  it. 

4328.  Would  vou  be  in  favour  of  occasionallv  having  nu'etings 
convened  by  these  Local  Committees  with  the  farmers  of  the  dis- 
trict in  order  to  obtain  a  general  expression  of  opinion  u])on  agri- 
cultural matters? — That  might  be  necessary  now  and  then,  but  the 
Local  Committee  could  arrange  these  meetings  as  occasion 
required. 

4329.  Chairman.]  Do  you  mean  that  the  members  of  the  Local 
Committees  should  l)e  i)aid  their  out-of-pocket  expenses  only? — No, 
I  think  they  ought  to  receive  fair  payment  for  their  public  services. 
I  would  not  say  a  salary,  but  they  must  be  paid  for  the  time  they 
are  engaged  in  their  public  work. 

4330.  Would  you  suggest  the  scale  of  payment  to  Divisional 
Council  members? — ^^^Yes,  the  same  scale,  but  not  the  same  price. 
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4331.  Why  do  you  not  approve  of  the  i)riiiciple  of  the  Govern- 
ment nominating  meniljers  of  the  Boaixl  of  Agriculture?—!  hold 
that  if  the  Government  trust  the  farmers  with  the  carrying  out  of 
this  scheme  of  organisation,  the  Mdiole  question  should  be  left  in 
their  hands,  so  that  they  may  directly  represent  their  own  wants 
and  interests  to  the  Government.  An  official  might  take  the  chair, 
or  the  Minister  of  Agriculture.  This  Board  should  do  no  more  than 
advise,  and  the  Government  or  I'arlianient  could  accept  such  ad- 
vice or  not  as  was  deemed  requisite. 

4332.  Do  you  think  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  at  present 
sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  farming  community? — No,  it  is  not. 

4333.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  in  your  district  with  re- 
gai'd  to  that? — I  can  give  you  an  instance  from  my  own  experience, 
which  happened  not  very  long  ago.  The  Minister  of  Agriculture 
came  to  Vrvburg  in  the  interests  of  the  farmers,  on  account  of  the 
Rhodesian  Redwater.  I  live  only  six  miles'  distance  from  Vryburg, 
and  yet  I  did  not  know  anything  about  the  meeting  he  held  there 
until  three  days  after.  The  farmers  whom  it  mostly  concerned 
knew  nothing  about  it.  Afterwards  we  held  a  meeting,  and  passed 
8j  resolution  which  was  forwarded  to  Government,  and  we  got  Avhat 
we  wanted.  That,  I  think,  is  a  plain  proof  that  the  Government, 
or  the  Dei^artmenc,  is  not  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  farmers, 
csi^ecially  in  thinly-populated,  up-country  districts. 

4334.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  In  your  belief  if  a  Local  Committee  of 
Agriculture  had  existed,  the  farmers  would  have  had  ample  know- 
lodge  of  the  movements  of  the  Secretary  for  Agriculture? — Well, 
not  so  much  about  him,  but  he  would  have  called  them  together  in 
a  i)roper  manner,  and  that  Ijody  would  have  advised  the  Minister. 
Three  or  four  days"  notice  of  the  meeting  would  have  been  given, 
v.iiereas,  under  the  present  system,  they  w^ere  in  ignorance. 

4335.  How  would  you  elect  these  Local  Committees? — In  each 
Field-cornetcy.  as  is  advised  in  your  Memorandum,  and  the  Civil 
Commissioner  should  be  Chairman. 

4336.  Do  you  not  think  you  would  get  men  to  serve  on  these 
Committees  even  if  they  were  only  paitl  their  out-of-pocket  ex- 
penses?— I  do  not  think  so.  I  would  nol  tlo  it.  You  might  lose  the 
services  of  the  best  men  if  that  plan  were  adopted. 

4337.  Mr.  Ahra/iavison.\  Do  you  think  that  the  Dutch  and  Eng- 
lish farmers  of  Vry))uig  district  would  work  together  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  farming  matters  if  this  scheme  were  adopted? — I 
think  so.  It  is  to  the  interest  of  jjoth  sections  that  they  should  work 
together,  although  they  might  differ  liere  and  there. 

4338.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  approve  of  the  suggestion  that 
llie  permanenl  head  of  Ihc  Agriculluial  Dcparlmcnl  should  l)e  a 
practical  and  experienced  farmer? — 1  certainly  thiidv  so;  he  woukl 
be  more  efficient  and  would  give  greater  satisfaction  to  the  farmers. 

4:)3n.  Mr.  Blaine]  Do  you  think  it  is  a  gen(>ral  ()[)inion  amongst 
tJu  farmers  that  the  yVgricuHuial  Drpaitmeut  needs  re-organising? 
— I  do  not  know  if  that  is  a  question  which  has  been  much  con- 
sidei'ed  l)y  the  farmers. 

4340.  Does  the  Deparlniciil  rcallN'  come  in  contact  with  them  f 
—  There  is  a  general  complaint  to  the  effect  that  it  does  not. 

4341.  The  farmers  do  not  lake  much  interest  in  an  institution 
the  existence  of  which  they  are  hardly  aware  of  (-That  is  the  case. 
'Jhey  would  be  more  satisfied  if  there  were  a  re-organisation. 

4342.  Mr.  .\hrahamson.'\  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  (government 
h"lping  the  farmer  by  means  of  loans  as  set  forth  in  ihe  suggestions 
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of  the  Memoraiuluiii,  tmd  marked  A,  B,  and  C? — I  am  afraid  the 
Government  have  commeneetl  at  the  wrong  end.  I,  as  a  farmer, 
Mould  sooner  make  my  own  money  than  have  to  borrow  it,  but  you 
eannoi  ntake  mone>'  willioul  I  lie  aid  of  servants.  The  labour  ques- 
tion is  a  most  dilficiilt  one  to  solve. 

4o43.  Do  farmers  in  your  district  engage  in  irrigation  works? 
— Yes,  on  a  small  scale. 

4344.  x\nd  boring  for  water  also  f-  Yes,  but  they  cannot  do  as 
they  would  like  for  Ava'nt  of  labour.  The  farmers  frequently  sutter 
from  insutHcient  labour. 

'irorto.  Not  from  want  of  money  f— Well,  that  of  course  is  a  com- 
l)laint  too,  but  it  is  not  so  urgent  as  the  labour  question. 

4346.  Would  you  not  be  in  favour  of  the  Government  rendering 
assistance  t(j  the  farmer  in  moneys — Yes,  if  the  Government  would 
assist  us  with  labour  also. 

4347.  Would  you  favour  the  introduction  of  an  Act  by  w^hich 
labour  could  be  brought  into  your  district? — I  would. 

4348.  Even  if  it  were  Chinese  labour.' — No,  we  have  labour 
enough,  if  it  were  only  available,  if  the  Natives  would  only  work. 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood  on  this  point.  Many  people 
would  like  that  the  Magistrates  had  authority  to  force  the  Natives 
out  of  their  locations,  and  compel  them  to  contract  themselves 
with  the  farmers.  I  am  wholly  against  that,  but  I  think  the 
Vagrancy  Act  should  be  strictly  enforced,  so  that  the  Natives  would 
have  to  resort  to  the  labour  markets  of  the  Colony. 

4349.  Therefore  you  think  that,  unless  the  arrangement  for 
Government  loans  to  the  farmers  is  coupled  with  some  solution  of 
the  labour  question,  you  would  not  derive  much  benefit? — That  is 
sc. 

4350.  Mr.  Ousthuisen.]  Is  your  district  capable  of  further  de- 
velopment i — Yes. 

4351.  What  methods  of  development  should  be  adopted? — 
'lliere  are  fair  opportunities  for  dam-making,  and  the  Government 
should  supply  w^ater-bores  upon  reasonable  terms.  That  is  a  great 
want. 

4352.  Have  you  a  drill  there  ( — That  is  insutiicient,  and  charge 
too  much.     The  company  to  whom  it  belongs  charges  30s.  per  foot. 

4353.  Have  you  had  any  experience  with  Government  drills? 
— No,  but  I  consider  they  should  be  su])plied  by  the  Government. 
I  made  application  for  i  Government  bore  three  years  ago  or  more, 
and  had  to  wait  until  three  Ministries  had  followed  upon  one 
another  before  I  got  a  reply.  We  had  to  pay  15s.  a  day  and  find 
the  labour  for  the  bore.  I  certainly  thought  that  was  too  much. 
Instead  of  adopting  this  £  for  £  principle,  the  Government  should 
lend  out  drills  for  nothing.  That  would  not  be  any  waste  of  money, 
whereas  money  advanced  on  the  £  for  £  principle  for  effecting  im- 
provements might  after  all  yield  no  return. 

4354.  Have  you  had  any  boring  done  by  a  contractor? — Not  yet. 
I  may  say  that  I  agree  to  the  principle  of  lending  money  to  the  far- 
mers, but  not  on  the  plan  formulated  here.  Ours  is  more  of  a  stock 
than  an  agricultural  countiy,  and  we  cannot  do  pro})er  farming  in 
Bechuanaland  unless  the  farms  are  well  fenced.  Government 
should  therefore  lend  money  for  fencing,  and  if  I  could  see  a  chance 
of  securing  an  advance  of  money  from  the  Government  for  that 
purpose  I  would  make  use  of  it  at  once  and  send  in  an  application. 
Most  of  the  farmers  in  Bechuanaland  would  do  the  same. 

4355.  Do  you  mean  vermin-proof    fencing? — Yes,    that  should 
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be  erected,  but  what  1  mean  is  that  if  1  am  a  goat-farmer  I  would 
require  nine  wires  to  ^ny  fence,  wliereas  for  the  horse  and  cattle 
farmer  four  wires  would  be  sufficient. 

4356.  Is  the  Fencing  Act  in  force  in  >our  district? — Yes. 

4357.  Do  the  farmers  go  largely  in  for  fencing.' — They  do  not 
have  the  means. 

4358.  If  the  Government  ottered  to  advance  money  to  them  on 
the  same  princi2)le  as  for  irrigation  works,  in  order  to  erect  fencing, 
would  they  take  advantage  of  such  an  arrangement? — Certainly, 
some  of  them  would ;  I  would  do  so  for  one. 

4359.  Would  that  tend  to  greatly  develop  the  district? — I  think 
so.  I  hold  that  I  can  do  better  farming  if  I  have  my  veld  closed. 
Even  if  I  did  not  keep  more  stock  I  would  save  on  what  I  possess. 

Albertus  Lamhertus  Grobelaar,  examined. 

4300.  Chair7nan.]  Are  you  a  farmer? — Yes,  and  also  Managing 
Director  of  the  new  Creamery  in  Adelaide. 

43(31.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  scheme  set  forth  in  the  Memo- 
randum before  you  for  the  formation  of  Local  Committees  of  Agri- 
culture, and  a  Council  and  a  Board  of  Agriculture  in  order  to  ad- 
vance the  farming  interests  of  the  Colony  ? — I  am  in  favour  of  the 
farmers  being  fully  represented  in  every  possible  way,  and  would 
even  go  further  than  the  suggestions  in  this  Memorandum.  I  do 
not  think  this  is  fully  comprehensive  or  that  it  includes  complete 
representation  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  Here,  you  would 
have  a  Board  and  a  Council,  and  afterwards  you  come  to  Local 
Committees,  but  I  w^ould  start  with  the  smallest  local  area  that 
could  possibly  require  representation.  I  mean  the  Field-cornetcies. 
There  you  would  find  that  numbers  of  farmers  could  combine  into 
some  sort  of  an  organisation.  That  would  occur  in  every  Field- 
cornetcy.  Then  in  each  district  you  would  have  the  different  Field- 
cornetcies,  each  of  which  would  elect  two  members  to  constitute  a 
District  or  Divisional  Board  or  Committee,  whatever  you  may 
choose  to  call  it.  Then  I  come  to  the  electoral  areas.  In  these  you 
would  have  three  or  four  divisions.  These  again  would  constitute 
another  representative  Committee  or  Board.  That  may  be  rather 
a  roundabout  way  of  doing  things,  and  I  am  not  much 
in  favour  of  so  many  Boards,  but  I  think  this  is  the  only 
way  of  fully  arriving  at  the  intention  of  the  Commission. 
Then  again  I  go  further,  and  come  next  to  the  Legislative  Council 
Circles.  The  Committees  in  the  electoral  areas  would  elect  two 
members  for  a  Circle  Committee  or  Council,  who  in  turn  would 
elect  one  or  more,  as  the  case  nuiy  be,  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
1  am  afi'aid,  however,  that  such  a  l)ody  as  your  Council  of  Agricul- 
tur(!  would  be  too  large. 

43()"i,  Mr.  I{<>(jers.\  As  a  farmer  and  landowner  arc  you  satisfied 
will)  the  work  done  by  the  iVgriculliiral  l)('|)ailmen(  in  the  past? — 
No,  cerlainly  nol, 

43()3.  -Vre  you  aware  ihal  ihat  Department  is  a  costly  brancli 
of  the  Public  Service? — I  am. 

43()4.  Is  the  counlry  getting  valifT'  for  llic  money  expend(Ml 
u])on  the  Department  '.-    1  do  nol  lliink  so. 

4305.  Do  yon  think  Ihat  llie  formation  of  an  Agricultural 
Bo;ird  would  assist  Ihe  country  in  any  way? — Certainly  it  would, 
if  fully  representative. 

4366.  How  many  members  should  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
contain? — It  mav  be  nine  or  twice  nine,  according  to  the  Circles. 
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Tt  should  be  as  small  as  possible.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  large 
bodies  never  accomplish  a  great  dciil  of  work'.  I  would  make  it 
nine. 

4367.  How  many  Government  nominees  would  you  have? — Not 
one,  except  perhaps  the  Chairman,  who  would  be  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  or  one  of  the  responsible  heads  of  the  Department. 

4368.  Should  the  members  of  the  Boartl  be  paid  ? — Certainly  ; 
you  cannot  expect  ca])al)le  men  to  undertake  thai  work  without 
J  ayment.  Unless  you  pay  the  members  you  will  find  many  a  one 
refusing  to  undertake  such  arduous  duties,  leaving  their  own  busi- 
ness twice  or  three  times  a  year  to  attend  to  this  work.  You  would 
lose  the  best  men. 

4369.  How  often  would  they  have  to  meet? — At  least  once  a 
y<'ar,  shortly  before  the  assembling  of  Parliament,  but  there  shoidd 
Ijp  constant  communication  l)etween  the  various  minor  Committees 
and  the  Board,  which  latter  l)ody  would  thus  be  ]ce])t  fully  posted 
as  to  all  the  recjuirements  of  the  industry. 

4370.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  number  of  small  Councils  or  one 
large  Council? — I  believe -in  smaller  bodies,  so  long  as  full  repre- 
sentation of  the  farming  community  is  secured. 

4371.  ]\Ir.  Oostliiiisen.]  Then  you  would  do  away  with  the  big 
Council? — Yes,  and  have  Councils  for  each  Electoral  Trovinci;  or 
Circle  instead.  That  would  minimise  expenditure,  and  would 
avoid  the  formation  of  a  colossal  body  which  ]irol)al)ly  woidd  not 
do  any  good  work.  You  would  get  only  the  ])est  men  elected  on 
these  smaller  Councils,  whereas  if  you  had  a  lot  of  men  they  would 
neither  work  well  nor  quickly. 

4372.  Would  you  pay  the  members  of  the  smaller  minor  bodies? 
— Not  at  all,  except  when  in  the  larger  areas  men  would  have  to 
travel  great  distances  and  meet  at  certain  centres,  they  would  have 
lO  be  paid,  and  also  the  delegates  from  the  different  Circles  acting 
upon  the  Board. 

4373.  And  you  would  not  have  Government  nominees? — No, 
except,  as  I  have  said,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  or  some  respon- 
sible departmental  official  might  act  as  Chairman. 

4374.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Government  paying  a 
Secretary? — Only  in  those  organisations  where  a  Government 
nominee  is  appointed  as  Chairman,  but  the  members  of  the  Local 
Committees  would  have  to  do  their  own  secretarial  work.  If  you 
were  to  have  a  Circle  meeting,  constituted  by,  say,  four  electoral 
areas,  and  held  in  some  central  district,  I  should  suggest  that  the 
Government  appoint  the  C.C.  and  R.M.  of  that  district  to  be  the 
Chairman  of  that  meeting,  and  they  would  naturally  have  a  Secre- 
tary for  a  term  of  two  or  three  years. 

4375.  How  long  do  you  think  a  Board  of  Agriculture  should 
exist? — I  think  three  years. 

4376.  By  whom  should  these  Local  Committees  be  elected? — 
Solely  by  the  farmers ;  it  ought  to  be  purely  a  farming  matter. 

4377.  Would  a  special  Voters'  List  be  required? — In  each 
locality  the  men  who  applied  for  membership  would  be  known. 
Each  Field-cornetcv  knows  its  own  men. 

4378.  Do  you  think  vou  would  get  men  in  each  of  these  smaller 
districts  willing  to  sacrifice  their  time  and  act  on  these  Committees 
for  nothing? — Certainly,  just  as  they  do  at  the  present  time  in  con- 
nection with  the  Farmers'  Associations  and  the  Bond.  But  of 
course  these  in  a  wav  are  almost  political  bodies.  They  sacrifice 
their  time  with  a  willing  heart. 
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4379.  What  qualification  do  you  think  these  voters  should 
possess? — I  should  have  to  consider  that  question.  I  would  not 
make  the  matter  very  intricate.  I  should  say  a  voter  ought  to  be  a 
man  who  is  directly  interested  in  farming ;  if  he  owns  a  quantity 
of  stock  and  irrigates  a  certain  portion  of  ground  for  agricultural 
purposes ;  but  I  woul  exclude  the  "  by woner." 

4380.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  We  have  been  told  that  political  in- 
fluences would  dominate  the  elections  for  these  Local  Committees. 
Do  you  think  that  would  be  so,  or  would  men  be  elected  on  their 
merits? — I  do  not  think  so  in  the  least.  I  do  not  think  any  sensible 
man  need  be  afraid  of  that.  Political  partisans  amongst  the  far- 
mers would  soon  see  that  their  interests  lay  in  the  same  direction, 
ana  any  inclination  in  the  direction  you  have  mentioned  would 
soon  pass  away. 

4381.  Have  you  had  experience  of  this  kind? — ^Yes.  For 
Instance,  we  have  a  Farmers'  Association.  Several  members  of  the 
Bond  belong  to  it  because  it  is  not  a  political  body,  and  we  are 
voting  solid  on  matters  of  farming  interest. 

4382.  You  find  the  English  and  Dut^h  work  in  hai'mony? — 
Yes,  with  regard  to  matters  appertaining  to  their  mutual  welfare. 

4383.  Mr.  Orj^en.]  With  reference  to  these  small  Committees, 
would  you  recommend  that  they  be  a  permanent  body,  forming 
some  sort  of  a  Farmers'  Association  in  each  district? — Yes. 

4384.  Meeting  from  time  to  time  to  discuss  matters  of  interest 
to  the  district? — Yes. 

4385.  Do  you  not  think  there  might  be  a  danger,  under  this 
scheme  of  yours,  of  politics  being  brought  in  on  account  of  your 
adhering  to  the  political  areas  of  the  country?  Would  it  not  be 
better  to  avoid  confining  the  elections  to  the  same  areas  in  which 
members  of  Parliament  are  now  elected? — I  do  not  think  (here  is 
the  least  danger  of  politics  creeping  in.  That  does  not  occur  when 
we  are  discussing  farming  matters  in  our  Associations. 

4386.  You  have  stated  that  you  think  the  Council  of  rigricul 
ture,  if  constituted  in  the  manner  suggested  in  the  Memorandum 
before  us,  would  be  too  large,  consisting  of  one  meml)er  from  each 
of  the  seventy-five  Fiscal  Divisions  in  the  Colony.     That  is  your 
opinion? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  too  large. 

4387.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  Congress  of  the  Central  Far- 
mers' Association  frequently  consists  of  nearly  as  many  members? 
— I  think  that  is  too  large,  considering  the  little  work  they  do.  I 
do  not  think  their  results  are  good. 

4388.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  Would  you  approve  of  those  Circle 
Councils  which  you  propose,  holding  a  meeting  say  once  a  year? — 
Yes,  should  any  question  crop  up  which  demands  discussion. 

4389.  Would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  if  they  occasionally  held  a 
general  meeting  to  discuss  farming  matters  appertaining  to  the 
whole  Colony? — It  would  do  no  harm  if  im])orlani  questions  were 
to  be  discussed ;  otherwise  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  and  m(>ney. 
The  smaller  bodies  would  constantly  keep  the  Circle  Councils  and 
the  Board  of  AgricuUurc  well  posted  as  to  local  requirements. 

4390.  It  has  been  suggested  that  this  Advisory  Board  of  Agri- 
culture should  be  constituted  ])v  the  Central  Farmers'  Association 
electing  a  certain  nunil)er  of  mend)ers,  tlie  Afrikander  Bond 
electing  a  certain  proportion,  and  the  Government  appoint- 
ing a  certain  numlter  of  noininees.  Are  you  in  favour  of  anything 
of  that  kind?  Certainly  nol,  because  von  would  at  once  make  it 
a  political  affair.     T  would  never  favour  anything  of  that  sort.     I 
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do  not  like  it.     In  farming  matters  political  parties  should  not  be 
kept  apart  or  distinctions  drawn. 

4391.  Do  you  think  your  scheme  would  help  to  avoid  the  intro- 
duction of  politics  to  a  very  large  extent? — Yes.  I  am  not  in  the 
least  afraid  on  that  score. 

4392.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  the  Agriculiiiral  Dopariment  is 
sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  faruung  community? — 'Ihey  have  not 
been  so  in  the  past. 

4393.  What  is  the  experience  of  your  district  with  regard  to  the 
Agricultural  Department?-  We  find  that  the  Agricultui'al  Depart- 
ment has  not  been  fully  posted  with  regard  to  the  requirements  of 
the  farmers  in  the  different  localities.  T  may  speak  more  particu- 
larly on  the  subject  of  the  Colonial  butter  manufacture.  Formerly 
we  used  to  stand  alone  in  appealing  to  Government  for  certain 
facilities,  but  we  never  got  these  granted.  Now,  however,  that  we 
have  come  to  the  stage  of  co-operation  our  influence  is  a  little  more 
weighty.  We  appealed  to  the  Government  to  have  cool  cars,  or 
rather  refrigerating  cars  on  the  railway.  The  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment never  understood  the  question ;  they  do  not  understand  that 
the  present  time  what  our  requirements  are.  We  endeavoured  to 
impress  upon  the  Government  that  we  wanted  refrigerating  and 
not  cool  cars,  which  are  an  anomaly.  We  have  spent  thousands  of 
pounds  to  produce  a  certain  product  in  the  best  possible  way,  but  as 
soon  as  that  product  gets  into  the  hands  of  the  Government  their 
neglect  is  such  that  our  butter  is  placed  on  the  market  in  practically 
an  unsaleable  state.  It  is  really  no  good  spending  money  unless 
we  have  the  support  of  the  Government. 

4394.  Did  you  make  a  com])laint? — Yes. 

4395.  And  did  they  give  any  remedy? — In  the  usual  manner — 
"  Your  letter  was  duly  received  and  will  meet  with  consideration," 
etn. 

4396.  Mr.  Ahrahamsov.']  Do  you  think  it  would  he  possil)le  to  re- 
construct the  Agricultural  Department  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring 
it  into  closer  touch  with  fhe  farming  community?  Would  that  be 
brought  about  by  the  appointment  of  a  [)racticai,  scientific  man  as 
the  head  of  the  Department,  who  would  understand  the  difficulties 
and  the  wants  of  the  farmers? — I  think  the  scheme  I  have  laid 
down  would  bring  the  farmer  into  better  and  more  direct  touch 
with  the  Department.  It  is  also  essential  that  the  man  at  the  head 
of  the  Department  should  possess  great  practical  knowledge. 

4397.  And  is  it  the  case  that  unless  you  have  a  man  of  that 
stamp  as  the  head  of  the  Department  it  will  be  difficult  to  improve 
the  present  system? — That  is  so. 

4398.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Will  you  give  us  one  instance  in  which  vour 
butter  industry  suffered  through  the  neglect  or  indifference  of  the 
Government? — I  could  give  you  many  instances,  but  will  only  men- 
tion one.  Formerl)'  we  used  to  send  our  consignments  to  Cook- 
house, and  did  what  we  could  to  refrigerate  our  butter.  At  Cook- 
house it  was  left  outside  in  the  sun.  AfterAvards,  however,  this  was 
remedied,  a  cool  cliamber  being  placed  below  the  Avater  tank  at  the 
Station;  but  it  was  removed  from  there  into  open  trucks,  so  that 
the  butter  actually  ran  out  of  the  sacking,  and  Avhen  it  reached  the 
Kimberley  or  Johannesburg  markets  it  was  just  one  pulp  and  un- 
saleable. 

4399.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.']  Do  you  think  the  proposed  Local  Com- 
mittees would  be  of  great  assistance  in  l^ringing  the  farmers  and 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  into  closer  touch? — Yes,  and  would 
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facilitate  the  distribution  of  literature  dealing  with  farming 
matters.  I  must  say  our  rural  population  is  l)adly  in  want  of  in- 
struction, and  it  will  work  marvellously  well  if  abundance  of  infor- 
mation comes  from  the  heads  of  the  Department  and  is  circulated 
amongst  the  farmers,  who  should  be  ])osted  u]i  Avith  good  literature. 
4:400.  Would  you  give  the  Local  Committees  any  power  to  in- 
spect and  report  upon  any  special  work  a  farmer  may  be  under- 
taking, and  for  which  he  might  desire  Government  assistance? — 
I\o,  I  would  only  entrust  that  power  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
otherwise  there  might  be  favouritism  and  partiality  in  the  Local 
Committees.  If  a  farmer  wanted  to  engage  in  an  irrigation  w^ork  I 
would  give  the  Divisional  Board  the  right  of  appointing  any  two 
men  to  inspect  and  report  upon  any  demand  made,  but  that  would 
have  to  be  referred  to  the  highest  body  for  approval. 

4401.  Have  the  Government  undertalven  any  experimental 
work  in  your  district? — ^They  have  experimented  with  regard  to 
ticks.  Cattle-dipping  is  also  going  on  at  a  good  pace  in  one  district. 
We  have  had  support  from  the  Government  in  the  shape  of  a  cattle 
tank,  and  the  Veterinary  Surgeons  have  also  been  about  the  district. 

4402.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Department  having  ex- 
perimental farms  in  your  district,  that  is  to  say,  encouraging  far- 
mers to  go  in  for  experimental  work  so  that  the  farmers  in  the  dis- 
trict may  profit  by  the  knowledge  and  experience  thus  gained,  sup- 
plying seeds  for  testing,  and  so  on? — That  is  very  desirable.  The 
Agricultural  Department  is  very  liberal  in  supplying  seeds  for  ex- 
perimental purposes. 

4403.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  In  order  that  the  Commission  mny  be 
quite  clear  as  to  the  nature  of  your  proposals  for  the  constitution  of 
the  various  bodies  to  be  formed  for  the  advancement  of  farming  in- 
terests, do  T  understand  that  your  plan  would  be  as  follows: — Each 
Ward  would  elect  two  members  to  serve  on  a  Committee  of  Agri- 
culture for  each  Fiscal  Division.  Each  of  these  Fiscal  Division 
Committees  would  nominate  two  members  to  serve  on  an  Electoral 
Divisional  Committee,  which  would  consist  of  two  representatives 
from  each  Fiscal  Division  Committee,  situated  in  the  area  of  each 
Electoral  Division  as  constituted  for  House  of  Assembly  elections. 
Each  of  these  Electoral  Division  Committees  situated  in  the  nine 
Electoral  Circles  of  the  Legislative  Council  would  nominate  two 
members  to  form  an  Agricultural  Council  for  each  of  the  nine 
Circles,  These  nine  Councils  would  each  nominate  two  men  to 
serve  on  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  This  would  mean  in  all  five 
bodies,  viz.: — Tlic  two  representatives  for  each  Ward  :  fhe  Local 
Committee  in  each  Eisc;d  Division;  the  Agricultural  Council  in 
each  Circle;  and,  finally,  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  Is  that  a  cor- 
rect explanation  of  yoni'  plan  ? — These  are  \hc  ]iro))osals  which  T 
snl)mit  to  the  Commission. 

4404.  ('Jtairmnn?\  Have  yon  considered  the  suggestions  marked 
r/,  />,  and  r,  Poi'  the  grant  of  loans  or  conti'ibniions  for  rc'prodnctive 
\v()rks  on  farm  propeiliesf — I  have.  I  should  lilce  to  say.  if  you  are 
going  to  rale  a  whole  district  for  certain  special  works  approved  of 
by  the  Divisional  Councils,  we  would  first  have  to  know  how  Ihey 
are  going  to  apjjrove;  what  method  Ihey  adopted.  Certain  rule's 
would  have  lo  be  agreed  upon  as  to  limitations.  1  would  like  to 
know  more  about  it. 

4405.  Do  you  agree  to  the  fC  for  C  principle  for  the  construction 
of  rrproductive  works,  by  which  ])rineiple,  if  a  fann(>r  imt  down 
t^l.OOO,  the  Government  would  advance  a  similar  amoiint  ?— T  do 
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n.l  tliinl\  there  is  a  more  iiiiciuiloiis  nu^lhud  of  dealiiiL;  willi  |)ul)lic 
money  Ihau  by  givinj^  it  out  on  the  C  ior  £  principle.  1  tliinl;  the 
btst  way  of  lielping  the  farmer  is  lo  <five  him  facilities  to  ol)tain 
money  at  the  lowest  possil)Ie  rate  (jf  interest. 

4:40().  Are  you  acciuainled  with  tiie  Irrigation  Acts!  Yes;  tlie 
people  in  my  district  would  not  aj)ply  for  assistance  under  those 
Acts.  They  object  to  tlie  nieliiod  adopted  by  which  Ciovernment 
Engineers  are  ai)pointed  to  int{uire  into  applications.  They  con- 
stantly inspect  and  re-inspect,  and  after  all  their  estimate  is  gen- 
erally too  high  to  permit  of  the  farmer  carrying  out  the  scheme. 
These  otificial  estimates  in  many  cases  are  too  high  by  75  ))er  cent. 

4407.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  Does  your  objection  to  the  Government 
giving  out  money  on  the  £  for  £  i)rinci]ile  hold  good  under  any  cir- 
cumstances? Take  your  own  business;  would  it  not  be  a  good 
thing  if  Government  were  to  give  a  bonus  to  Co-operative  Associa- 
tions for  quality  and  production  of  such  articles  as  butter,  fruit, 
etc.? — I  would  favour  that  as  being  a  great  encouragement  for  the 
advancement  of  such  industries. 

4408.  Also  with  regard  to  loans  to  Associations  of  that  kind. 
Sup]wsing  your  Association  wanted  to  increase  its  production,  and 
required  more  capital,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Government 
extending  to  you  the  sanie  privilege  of  financial  assistance  which 
is  done  under  the  Irrigation  Acts? — Yes,  T  would  approve  of  that. 

4409.  In  your  opinion  that  would  stimulate  co-operation 
throughout  the  country  ? — Undoubtedly,  and  it  is  ver>'  badly 
wanted. 

4410.  Are  you  troubled  with  vermin,  such  as  jackals,  in  your 
district? — Yety  badly.  I  think  the  onlv  remedy  for  it  in  the  future 
is  fencing,  which  will  do  more  good  than  Poisoning  Clubs.  T  do 
not  believe  in  these  Clubs,  nor  do  I  believe  in  the  payment  for 
jackals'  tails,  but  still. I  avail  mvself  of  it  while  the  system  exists. 
T  do  not  think  that  system  is  going  to  have  the  desired  effect. 

4411.  Do  vou  think  that  if  the  amount  of  £20,000  for  payment 
of  jackals'  tails  were  used  as  interest  on  a  loan  for  the  purpose  of 
helping  the  farmers  to  erect  vermin-proof  fences,  it  Avould  be  a  pre- 
ferable svstem? — That  would  have  a  much  better  effect.  Our  inte- 
rests as  farmers  do  not  always  lie  in  the  same  direction.  I  am  a 
cattle-farmer,  and  mv  neighbour  is  a  sheep-farmer.  I  would  not 
persistently  kill  off  the  jackals,  while  the  sheep-farmer  would  be 
constantly  pestered  with  them,  for  they  would  breed  in  my  bush 
veld  ;  but,  as  soon  as  he  fences  off  his  ]-)roperty,  that  inside  portion 
of  mv  farm  is  cleared  as  he  gradually  gets  rid  of  the  vermin. 

4412.  Are  your  ideas  shared  by  very  many  farmers?- — Yes,  by 
the  majority. 

4413.  Would  it  be  a  good  plan  for  groups  of  farmers  in  a  large 
area  to  combine  in  order  to  fence  the  outside  boundaries,  leaving 
the  individual  farmers  to  erect  fencing  roiind  their  farms  at  their 
discretion? — That  would  facilitate  the  matter,  but  not  so  much  as 
bv  individual  fencinQ-,  because  the  smaller  the  area  enclosed  the 
better.  I  have  a^  small  camp  of  about  700  morgen,  and  a  jackal  may 
get  in  there  and  catch  a  lamb,  but  the  next  day  he  woiild  be  a  car- 
case. With  regard  to  the  Fencino-  Act,  it  does  not  make  provision 
for  certain  imnortant  cases,  which  often  occur.  Supposing  you 
erect  this  wire-net  fencing,  it  seems  rather  unfair  to  force 
vour  neighbour,  who  does  not  i)ut  up  a  fence,  to  defrav  half  the 
r>ost  But,  as  soon  as  he  also  Qoes  in  for  fencinsz  on  his  own  side, 
he  should  come  back  and  iiay  you  half  the  cost  of  vour  fence. 
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4414.  Mr.  Oosthvisen.]  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  farmers  rather  go  to 
private  individuals  to  borrow  monej'  to  improve  their  farms,  by 
means  of  irrigation  and  other  works,  than  to  the  Government  ?— 
They  certainly  do  so,  even  although  they  have  to  pay  a  very  much 
higher  rate  of  interest. 

4415.  What  means  would  you  suggest  to  get  over  that  difficulty? 
— I  observe  that  in  this  Memorandum  there  is  a  suggestion  a1)out 
establishing  Credit  Banks.  I  think  that  is  the  only  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  :  so  that  farmers  may  avail  themselves  of  money  on  a 
cheap  basis. 

4416.  Do  you  think  that  is  a  very  great  obstacle? — Yes,  it  is  a 
great  obstacle.  If  the  Government  were  prepared  to  take  over  the 
first  mortgage  bond,  and  in  addition  grant  a  further  advance  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  usually  granted  on  fixed  propertv,  allow- 
ing the  farmer  the  advantage  of  having  his  mortgage  reduced  by 
so  much  per  cent.,  it  would  certainly  be  of  great  help. 

4417.  Are  you  aware  that  farmers  have  a  great  aversion  to 
mortgaging  their  farms  in  order  to  effect  improvements? — T  am  not 
aware  of  any  such  feeling. 

4418.  Do  you  think  they  would  prefer  a  fixed  rate  levied  on 
their  farms,  to  cover  the  amount  of  interest  and  sinking  fund? — If 
it  were  practicable,  I  should  certainly  be  in  favour  of  such  a  pro- 
posal. 

4419.  Supposing  such  a  rate  were  agreed  upon,  what  would  be 
the  most  suitable  body  to  le\w  it? — I  cannot  see  my  way  to  make 
any  suggestion. 

4420.  Your  opinion  is  that  the  present  Irrigation  Act  does  not 
answer  the  purpose  ? — Decidedly.  I  would  suggest  that  the  Gov- 
ernment take  over  the  first  bond  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than 
landowners  have  to  pay,  and,  if  they  see  their  way  clear,  to  make 
a  further  advance  to  enable  the  farmer  to  carry  out  his  improve- 
ments. 

4421.  Chairman.']  What  difference  would  it  make  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  a  second  inortgacfe.  or  way  off  the  first  mortgage? — It 
would  not  make  any  difference  to  the  Government,  but  it  would 
be  favourable  to  the  farmer,  and  he  is  the  man  we  intend  to  help. 

,4422.  Is  there  not  also  a  diflficultv  as  regards  the  Government 
Engineers,  who  frequentlv  frighten  the  farmers  with  their  high 
estimates  for  works  proposed  to  be  constructed  ? — Yes ;  the 
Engineer's  T3ersonal  cost  is  also  hea\w — £2  a  dav  until  he  does  his 
work,  and  he  is  not  often  in  a  hurry.  T  am  decidedly  of  opinion 
thai,  if  vou  have  a  few  practical  men  in  each  Division,  appointed 
bv  the  farmers  themselves,  to  inspect  works  as  they  are  going  on, 
it  would  facilitate  matters  and  benefit  the  farmers.  * 

4423.  Mr.  Chvpn-Levns.']  The  farmers  who  stand  most  in  need  of 
assistance  to  develo])  their  land  are  those  who  cnnnot  raise  monev 
owing  to  their  property  being  already  mortgaged.  The  Commis- 
sion want  to  devise  some  scheme  in  which  the  State  could  make 
advances  to  carrv  out  reproductive  works,  to  those  farmers,  which 
would  guarantee  sound  security  for  the  State  without  injuring  the 
interests  of  the  bondhnlrler.  The  suggestion  is  that  Ihe  State 
shoidd  charge  4^  per  cent,  and  1),  per  cent,  sinking  fund,  making 
an  annual  charge  of  6  per  cent  ,  Avhich,  in  thirtv-two  years,  would 
rcpav  both  principal  and  interest ;  and  that  this  6  per  cent.,  or  .€60 
per  annum  on  an  advance  of  £1,000,  should  become  a  first  charge 
on  ihe  land.  The  queslion  is,  would  the  mortgagee  call  in  his 
money  if  (his  scheme  became  Inw,  and  this  6  per  cent,  became  a 
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first  chai-fre;  and  if  he  did  call  up  his  mortgage  would  not  other 
people  be  found  prepared  Ic.  lake  it  up,  seeing  that  the  amount 
Hdvanced  by  Government  iiiid  expended  liy  the  farmer  in  the  con- 
struction of  reprodnelive  works  would  naturally  have  increased 
the  value  of  the  land  from  what  it  was  when  the  mortgage  was  first 
granted  ? — T  think  that  would  be  really  good  business.  T  would 
suggest  that  the  Government  take  over  the  first  mortgage. 

4424.  Would  there  not  be  a  great  outcry,  and  would  il  not  in 
volve  a  huge  sum  of  money/ — If  you  could  get  this  done  and  make 
the  annual  payment  a  first  charge  on  the  property,  it  would  be  a 
most  admirable  plan,  and  T  would  1)e  very  much  in  favour  of  it  Tf 
£1,000  were  spent  on  reproductive  works  the  farm  would  reall_\'  be 
worili  more  than  the  amount  it  was  originallv  valued  at. 
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Adviser). 

William  Hammond  Tooke,  Acting  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture, 

further  examined. 

4425.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  You  submitted  a  financial  statement  to 
the  Commission  showing  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  for  the  period  1897-1904,  I  notice  that  you 
make  the  expenditure  £1,875,524  and  the  revenue  £1,074,992.  Thus, 
according  to  this,  it  would  seem  that  the  balance  between  the  ex- 
penditure and  revenue  is  something  like  £200,000  for  seven  years. 
In  order  to  get  a  little  more  details  of  this,  I  should  like  you  to 
analyse  it  a  bit.  Do  you  claim  that  the  exjienditure  of  your  Dejiart 
ment — that  the  cost  to  the  State  of  your  Department — during  that 
time  has  been  that  amount? — Yes. 

4426.  Not,  I  suppo.se,  for  agricultural  services  and  services  con- 
nected with  agriculture? — No,  not  only. 

4427.  I  find,  for  instance,  amongst  the  receipts  there  is  an 
amount  for  land  revenue  for  1903-04  of  £112,587.  What  does  this 
consist  of  ? — Mainly  tjie  sale  of  Crown  lands.  The  Secretary  for 
Agriculture  is  the  custodian  of  Crown  lands,  and  as  such  he  creates 
revenue. 

4428.  It  really  is  not  revenue  ? — It  goes  to  the  credit  of  the 
pul)lic  chest. 

4429.  If  you  were  asked  to  give  a  statement  of  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  of  the  Agricultural  Department  you  would  not  include 
this? — I  consider  the  Department  is  justified  in  looking  upon  it  as 
revenue, 

4430.  Even  supposing  Crown  lands  strictly  belonged  to  you. 
when  you  finished  selling  them  there  w'ould  be  no  more? — A  great 
deal  of  Crown  land  is  sold  on  mortgage  or  quitrent  from  which  an 
rTnnunl  revenue  is  received. 
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4431.  That  revenue  might  as  easily  be  collected  by  any  other 
branch  of  the  service? — It  is  collected  I)y  the  Civil  Commissioners, 
but  is  created  by  us.  We  prepare  the  title  deeds  and  issue  the 
leases. 

4432.  You  would  not  take  it  as  revenue  against  expenditure  for 
agricultural  service  ? — I  do  not  see  why  we  should  not,  as  we  create 
it  and  are  the  custodians  of  the  ground. 

4433.  You  are  really  the  agents  for  the  collecting  of  revenue 
from  Crown  lands? — Yes,  and  the  custodians  as  well. 

4434.  You  think  it  would  be  a  fair  way  of  stating  the  case,  sup- 
posing you  spent  in  your  Department  £iOO,000,  and  you  received 
from  Crown  lands  £100,000,  if  you  were  to  say  your  accounts 
balanced  ? — I  think  it  would. 

4455.  So  that,  Fupposinct  the  Crown  lands  brought  in  a  million 
sterling,  vou  think  it  vvould  entitle  voii  to  spend  a  million  ? — We 
could  onlv  spend  the  amount  voted  for  us  bv  Parliament. 

4436.  To  give  the  conntr^^  a  fair  idea  of  what  the  cost  of  the 
Agricultural  Department  is? — To  give  the  countrv  a  fair  idea 
we  should  distribute  our  expenditure  under  different  headings. 
For  instance,  a  good  deal  of  this  exnenditure  is  for  services  rendered 
to  the  public  for  nreventing  animal  diseases,  and  for  which  we  get 
no  return  at  all.  Tn  the  case  of  the  Post  Office  and  Pailwav  Depart- 
ment, services  are  rendered  to  the  public  for  which  the  public  pavs, 
and  the  Post  and  Hailwav  Departments  verv  rigbtiv  place  that 
revenue  to  the  credit  of  their  accounts.  We  cannot  do  that,  as  we 
have  no  revenue  for  services  rendered  to  the  public — thev  are 
purelv  gratuitous.  Then  we  have  exnenditure  for  the  creation  of 
revenue  ;  one  of  these  branches  Is  with  reoard  to  the  cnstodv  of 
Crown  lands:  another  is  the  administration  of  mines;  and  another 
Is  in  connection  with  the  conservation  and  development  of  forests. 
Tn  all  these  cases  we  earn  revenue,  and  T  tbinlr  that  revenue  very 
riahtlv  goes  to  the  credit  of  the  Department.  Then  there  is  still  a 
further  sum  charo-eable  to  our  votes  for  which  there  is  no  return. 
That  is  for  scientific  research  and  d<>velonmpnt  of  industries.  Then 
Ave  ofive  money  awav  to  public  bodies  and  to  such  purposes  as  the 
destruction  of  vermin. 

4437.  You  sav  vou  have  all  this  exnenditure  under  the  different 
heads  from  which  vou  get  no  return,  and.  therefore,  vou  think  that 
it  is  fair  that  the  recelnts  from  Crown  lands  should  be  made  to 
cover  this  expenditure? — Yes,  T  think  so. 

4438.  Yon  think  that  gives  the  nubile  a  fair  insight  as  to  what 
the  cost  of  vour  Dennrfmenf  Is  without  ."oinrr  Ipfo  the  details  of  if? 
-  Yes,  T  will  furnish  the  Commission  with  a  statement  of  the 
revenue  and  exnenditure  under  the  headlncTs  T  have  lust  "iven. 

4430.  Tn  tbo  statement  vou  have  alread\'  sunnlied  to  the  Com- 
mission, nrtder  "head  office,  von  have  £4'?  745.  Is  that  for  clerical 
work  at  the  head  office  ?--£1fi.000  is  for  clerical  work,  £10,000  for 
])rofess1onnl.  and  the  balance  for  contingencies  and  transnort. 

4440.  What  does  "  nrofessional  services"  include'  All  the  Ex- 
perts and  Veterinary  Surgeons. 

4441.  About  half  the  head  office  expenditure  is  also  more  or 
les«  nrofessional  agricultural  services'  Yes,  for  general  adminis- 
tration. 

4442.  And  paid  to  nrofessional  heads  of  the  Department?    Yes. 

4443.  From  vour  statement,  T  lake  it,  that  the  excess  of  expendi- 
turf  leaving  onl  of  considfr.'ilion  n'n'ijits  from  Crown  lands,  mines 
and  the  Interest  on  mortgage  bonds  is  5274,004'    Tn  common  fair- 
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ncss,  if  you  arc  going  to  deduct  agiicidlural  ix'C(3ii»t.s  from  the  main 
revenue,  you  must  deduct  on  the  other  side  ex))enditure  in  connec- 
tion with  mines  and  tlie  Surveyor's-General's  department. 

4444.  Roughly  spealiing,  if  you  were  to  leave  out  of  considera- 
tion the  revenue  from  Crown  lands,  mines  and  the  interest  on 
mortgage  bonds,  you  would  have  an  excess  of  expenditure  of  about 
£247,000? — 1  think  forests  should  be  left  out  of  consideration  in  the 
same  way.  The  expenditure  on  agriculture  must  necessarily  be 
under  present  circumstances  of  a  non  j)roductive  character. 

4445.  But  forests  are  in  a  way  going  to  l)e  made  self-maintain- 
ing; are  they  not  going  to  yield  a  profit  later? — Yes,  {ind  it  is  the 
same  with  lands. 

4446.  Are  you  not  selling  your  assets  in  that  case  ? — A  great  deal 
of  this  land  is  quitrent,  and  a  great  deal  is  mortgaged  and  lease- 
hold.   Clearly,  agricultural  expenditure  is  not  profitable. 

4447.  Therefore,  I  say,  it  leaves  this  excess  of  expenditure  over 
receipts.  What  I  would  like  to  know  is  what  the  expenditure  on 
the  Agricultural  Department  pure  antl  simple  is? — Yes,  1  will  pre- 
pare that  for  you. 

4448.  Could  you  tell  the  Commission  whether  you  think  that 
the  expenditure  on  Scalj  is  warranted  by  the  results  ( — 1  am  very 
strongly  of  opinion  that  it  is  not.  1  think  we  could  do  better  with 
£oO,000  under  a  different  Act. 

4449.  Y^ou  are  then  firndy  of  opinion  that  we  could  do  quite  as 
much  with  the  expenditure  of  lialf  the  money? — Yes,  with  dilTerent 
legislation. 

4450.  With  regard  to  forests,  do  you  think  that  the  expenditure 
on  them  is  warranted  by  results? — Yes,  I  think  so;  of  course,  we 
have  a  good  deal  to  learn,  and,  therefore,  a  good  deal  of  the  Avork 
done  has  been  experimental. 

4451.  Do  you  think  that  tree-planting  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
the  timber  will  pay? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

4452.  Do  you  know  that  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  tree- 
planting  in  the  Transvaal? — Yes. 

4453.  Are  you  aware  that  they  find  it  does  not  pay  in  some  in- 
stances for  the  cutting  up  of  the  trees  ( — 1  do  not  pretend  to  know 
much  about  that  sort  of  thing,  but  1  know  they  planted  a  good  many 
trees  which  are  not  good  trees  to  plant. 

4454.  Have  there  been  any  good  results  here  as  yet  with  regard 
to  the  sale  of  trees? — No,  because  these  trees  take  a  long  time  to 
mature;  but  everything  tends  to  show  that  we  shall  have  good 
results  later  on. 

4455.  Are  you  statisfied  that  the  organisation  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  is  what  it  should  be? — I  think  it  is  on  right  lines,  but  1 
think  it  could  be  improved. 

4456.  xjo  you  think  there  is  sutlicient  responsibility  to  the  per- 
manent head  of  the  jJepartment  or  to  the  dili'erent  heads  of  the  sub- 
JJepartments? — 1  think  the  permanent  head  has  a  good  deal  too 
much  responsibility. 

4457.  Do  you  think  it  should  be  decentralised  ? — Yes,  we  are  en- 
deavouring to  do  that  with  Tiiore  or  less  success.  Of  course,  a 
change  in  a  svstem  cannot  be  done  in  a  dav. 

4458.  You  think  a  change  is  necessary  in  the  Department  ? — 
Y''es,  giving  the  experts  greater  power  over  their  own  Departments. 

4459.  Would  you  make  them  responsiljle  for  their  own  Depart- 
ments ? — Undoubtedly. 

4460.  And  then  you  would  make  the  ))ermanent  head  respon- 
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sible  (o  the  country  I—Yea,  he  would  be  responsible  for  carryin;* 
out  the  general  policy  of  the  Department  as  sketched  out  by  the 
Government  of  the  day. 

4461.  You  do  not  think  at  present  that  any  particular  officer 
can  be  hanged  if  anything  goes  wrong? — I  cannot  say  whether  Mr. 
Currey  has  got  to  be  hanged,  l)ut  I  think  he  has  really  too  much 
responsibility  on  his  shoulders.  Whether  I  am  to  be  hanged  or  Mr. 
Curre>^  I  will  leave  to  the  Commission  to  settle. 

4462.  Mr.  Rogers.]  There  is  a  general  feeling  of  dissatisfaction 
throughout  the  'country  with  regard  to  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment. Can  you  give  any  reason  why  that  should  be  so? — I  think 
the  Department  should  Ijc  in  touch  with  the  community  at  large 
more  than  it  is.  I  think  that  could  be  done  a  good  deal  by  the 
experts  going  about  the  country  more  than  they  do,  and  also  by 
the  permanent  head  going  about.  Of  course,  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
satisfaction rises  from  the  position  not  being  understood  by  the 
farmers.  The  average  farmer  does  not  know  what  the  functions 
of  the  Department  are,  and  perhaps  he  expects  too  much  from  it. 
1  think  the  jjosition  is  getting  very  much  better,  owing  to  the  forma- 
tion of  Agricultural  Societies,  and  Horticultural  Boards,  because 
they  meet  the  experts,  and  discuss  matters  with  them. 

4463.  Is  the  need  and  gravity  of  questions  w^hich  from  time  to 
time  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Dei:)artment  being  fully 
realised? — Yes,  but  that  is  rather  a  general  question.  The  Depart- 
ment is  very  anxious  to  do  anything  it  is  able  to  do. 

4464.  It  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Commission  in 
evidence  that  the  country  on  one  occasion  w-as  losing  at  the  rate 
of  £100  daily  through  want  of  attention  in  the  Department? — I  do 
not  know  what  facts  have  been  brought  forward  to  substantiate 
ihat  statement,  but  I  do  not  think  the  Department  can  be  charged 
with  apathy — it  does  its  best.  If  you  give  me  the  definite  charge,  i 
might  investigate  it. 

4465.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  Registrar  of  Brands? — To  take 
applications  for  Brands  and  have  them  duly  registered,  and  issuing 
a  directory  annually. 

4466.  Does  he  do  any  more  work  than  that? — No.  l)ut  that  in- 
volves a  considerable  amount  of  work. 

4467.  I  see  the  revenue  from  that  Department  is  £128  per  an- 
num?— Yes,  it  is  made  up  of  half-crowns. 

4468.  What  is  the  salary  attached  to  the  office? — The  Registrar 
merely  gets  an  allowance  of  £25.  He  does  the  work  out  of  office 
hours  i)ractically. 

4469.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  In  what  way  have  you  got  a  check  on  the 
expenditure  in  the  Forest  Department,  and  how  can  you  show  what 
they  actually  do? — The  expenditure  is  audited  by  us. 

4470.  Ft  is  not  audited  by  (hem  first,  and  then  submitted  to  you? 
— No,  but  1  lielieve  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Auditor  himself  to  audit 
this  expenditure  in  future. 

4471.  lias  the  Conservator  of  Forests  the  right  of  s|)ending  the 
full  amoiuit  placed  on  the  Estimates  to  the  credit  of  his  Depart- 
ment '.  The  vote  is  disli'ibuted  betwcMMi  four  Conservators,  but  each 
has  the  right  to  spend  within  the  limits  of  the  amount  voted  by 
Parliament. 

4472.  Mr.  Owen-Lftci.s.]  I  would  lil^e  lo  know  whiither  you  would 
be  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  a  Board  to  have  some  control 
over  the  expenditure  of  the  Agricultural  Department? — I  am  not  at 
all  in  favour  of  that 
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4473.  When  you  gave  evidence  to  this  Commission  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion,  I  put  the  followiiiii-  (lucstion  to  yon,  "You  woukl 
not  be  in  favour  of  tlie  Board  wliich  would  consider  tlie  expendi- 
ture," and  the  reply  talien  down  was,  "  I  am  in  favour  of  the  estab- 
Hshment  of  such  a  Board,  and  that  is  one  of  the  grounds  that  might 
justify  its  existence."  'J'his  reply  you  alterett  to,  "1  am  in  favour 
of  the  establishment  of  a  BoarJ,  but  that  is  not  one  of  the  functions 
that  would  justify  its  existence"? — It  was  not  my  intention  to  say 
so,  and  I  must  have  misunderstood  my  question. 

4474.  Another  question  I  put  to  you  was,  "Would  you  be  in 
favour  of  the  appointment  of  a  Board  on  the  expeiuliture  of  your 
Department  ?  "  The  reply  taken  down  by  the  shorthand  writer, 
and  which  I  also  understood  you  to  make  was,  "  Yes,  I  would  be 
in  favour  of  that."  I  notice  that  you  altered  that  reply  to,  "No,  it 
would  interfere  with  the  administration  of  the  De])artment,  and 
with  Ministerial  responsibility"? — I  must  have  misunderstood  the 
question.  Such  a  reply  is  contrary  to  the  whole  trend  of  my  evi- 
dence and  of  the  Memorandum  on  the  sul)ject  that  1  have  put  in. 

4475.  Are  you  or  are  you  not  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of 
a  Board  which  would  have  any  control  over  the  expenditure  of  the 
Agricultural  Department? — No,  I  am  not  in  favour  of  such  a  Board. 

4476.  Are  you  in  favour  of  any  Board  considering  the  Estimates 
of  the  Agricultural  Dejmrtment  Jiefore  they  are  submitted  to  Par- 
liament?— I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  that  would  hamper  the 
Minister.    It  is  less  objectionable,  but  I  cannot  agree  to  it. 

4477.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  an  Advisory 
Boartl  in  connection  with  the  Agricultural  Department? — Yes. 

4478.  What  powers  Avould  you  give  that  Board  ? — Purel>-  ad 
visory.    I  would  not  go  into  further  details  as  to  what  their  func- 
tions should  be. 

4479.  Would  you  have  that  Board  elected  by  farmers? — I  am 
in  favour  that  the  Board  should  be  elected  by  the  various  Farmers' 
Associations.  The  objection  to  that  is  that  in  undeveloped  districts 
where  there  are  no  Farmers'  Associations  they  might  be  unrepre- 
sented, but,  on  the  other  hand,  this  may  stimulate  people  in  those 
districts  to  form  Associations,  in  which  case  they  would  be  repre- 
sented, and  that  would  be  the  best  electorate  for  our  Advisory 
Board. 

4480.  Would  you  1)e  in  favour  of  the  establishn)ent  of  Local 
Committees  in  each  Fiscal  Division  in  the  Colony  '. — I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  answer  that  question,  because  I  do  not  see  -what  the  func- 
tions of  the  Committee  would  be,  and  i  do  not  see  that  there  i^- 
any  necessity  for  them.    What  would  their  functions  be  \ 

4481.  Orie  of  their  functions  would  be  to  try  and  get  in  touch 
with  the  Agricultural  Department,  so  that  they  could  inform  it  of 
the  requirements  of  their  district,  and,  if  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment require  any  information  with  regard  to  their  district,  they 
could  communicate  with  the  Local  Committees.  They  would  be  a 
sort  of  Scab  Board,  only  they  will  not  deal  with  Scab,  but  with  all 
agricultural  matters,  and  they  would  be  elected  by  the  landowners 
in  the  district  \ — I  see  no  objection  to  that,  but  I  think  a  Farmers' 
Association  is  better.  My  reason  is  that,  where  you  have  Farmers' 
Associations,  the  whole  thing  is  originated  by  the  people  them- 
selves, whereas,  if  Government  holds  elections,  and  the  people  who 
elect  representatives  to  a  body  which  is  constituted  by  Govern- 
ment, then  it  seems  to  me  to  be  more  artificial ;  but  the  thing  is, 
of  course,  very  debatable.  You  cannot  settle  a  question  like  that 
off-hand. 
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4482.  Have  you  any  suggeslions  (hat  you  could  make  to  tho 
Commission  which  in  your  opinion  would  tend  to  bring  the  Depart- 
ment more  in  touch  with  the  farmers  than  it  is  at  the  present  time  ( 
—Much  could  be  done  by  sending  the  experts  through  the  country, 
and  bv  allowing  the  permanent  head  to  move  about  more,  and  see 
things  for  himself. 

±~t63.  Is  that  the  custom  of  the  Department  at  the  present  time? 
— The  experts  move  about  to  a  certain  extent,  but  they  should  go 
about  more.  The  permanent  head  is  entirely  tied  to  his  desk.  If 
he  does  go  away  it  is  because  he  is  utilising  a  little  holiday. 

4484.  Have"  you  any  reforms  that  you  would  suggest  in  the 
administration  of  the  Department?— Owing  to  Mr.  Currey  being 
away  I  have  not  had  time  to  give  that  question  the  attention  it 
deserves. 

4485.  How  many  years  have  you  been  in  the  Department? — 
Several  years;  but  of  course  to  recommend  reforms  means  sitting 
down,  and  writing  a  carefully  thought-out  Memorandum. 

4486.  But  having  l^een  all  these  years  in  the  Department,  and 
knowing  the  whole  work  connected  with  it,  you  can  make  no  sug- 
gestions to  this  Commission  of  reforms  which  could  be  carried  out? 
-^No,  because  the  reforms  would  not  be  of  a  drastic  nature,  and 
would  not  entail  any  upheaval  of  the  present  organisation.  We 
could  make  a  great  many  improvements  in  minor  matters,  but  I 
have  not  any  scheme  of  reform  in  the  shape  of  reorganisation  to 
iiring  forward.  I  think  it  should  be  improved  and  developed  on 
existing  lines. 

4487.  This  is  a  Commission  ap|)ointed  to  consider  reforms  to 
i)e  carried  out  in  the  Department,  and  1  ask  you  as  acting  perma- 
nent head  whether  you  have  any  reforms  you  can  suggest? — I  am 
not  prepared  to  suggest  any  to  the  Commission.  I  presume  that  is 
the  object  of  the  Commission. 

4488.  The  object  of  the  Commission  is  to  o1)tain  evidence  with 
regard  to  such  reforms  as  w^oulil  l)e  necessary,  and  I  ask  you 
whether  you  have  any  suggestions  to  make  to  the  Commission  in 
that  direction? — No, 

4489.  Then  you  would  he  perfectly  satisfied  to  let  the  Conunis- 
sirn  come  to  their  decisions,  and  publish  a  report  without  ofTering 
them  any  suggestions  as  to  reforms  you  would  consider  neces.sai^' 
to  carry  out? — The  Commission  will  of  course  pultlish  its  re])orts, 
and  make  its  recomm^idations,  and  then  only  can  I  form  an 
opinion  as  to  what  the  recommendations  are,  but  I  am  not  iirei)are(l 
to  come  forward  with  a  scheme  of  reform  for  the  Department. 

4490.  You  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  except  in  minor  details? 
— That  is  the  ])osition. 

4491.  Mr.  Abra/mmson.]  Do  you  know  that  for  sonic  years  sums 
have  been  placed  on  the  Estimates  for  Experiment  Stations  in  the 
country? — One  or  two  years. 

4492.  But  Ex))eriment  Stations  have  never  been  establishcMl  ? 
— In  one  case  we  i)ut  down  i;2(),0{)0,  but  that  amount  Avas  with- 
drawn. 

4493.  Do  you  think  it  would  have  l)een  a  good  thing?-  Yes,  1 
regretted  very  much  that  it  was  taken  otT  by  the  (Government;  but 
I  suppose  the  Government  had  to  cut  its  coat  according  to  its  cloth. 

4494.  And  thev  thouL;hl  Ihal  Ihal  was  one  of  the  best  to  be  cut^ 
off?_YeH. 

4495.  Your  Dt^pait  nicnl  was  of  opinion  that  thai  was  the  best 
way  to  reduce  expendil  hit  ?     Nf),  it  was  against  my  wish. 
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4496.  Whoever  was  revsponsil^lo  Ihouj^lil  lluil  \\;is  llic  lies!  way 
to  save  expenditure^— The  Minister  did  that. 

4407.  You  do  not  know  vvlietlier  it  was  talcen  oil  in  consequfiice 
of  a  vote  in  Parliament? — No,  as  far  as  my  recollection  goes,  it  was 
taken  off  simply  ])ecause  we  wanted  to  keep  down  cxpeiidilurc. 

4498.  Mr.   Oustliuisen.\  Are  you  of  opinion   that   these   E.xpcri 
ment  Stations  would  do  any  good  in  th(!  country? — Yes,    1     think 
they  would. 

4499.  You  have  none  establislied  at  present?- Not  yet.  We 
have  no  recognised  Experiment  Stations,  but  there  are  certain 
piots  of  ground  which  are  usetl  for  ex|)('rinients,  and  about  wiiicli 
Dr.  Nobbs  can  give  you  more  information  than  I  can. 

Daniel  Hendrik  WiUielm  Wessels,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

.4500.  Chairman.]  You  are  from  Vryburg? — Yes. 

4501.  Are  you  farming  there? — I  am  a  solicitor,  and  also  do  a 
little  farming. 

4502.  Mr.  Ri(bid(/e.}  Are  you  in  favour  of  Local  Committees 
being  appointed  in  the  different  Fiscal  Divisions  by  the  landowners 
in  the  different  Field-cornetcies  as  a  sort  of  connecting  link  ))etween 
Governmenl  and  the  farmers? — Something  must  be  done  in  that 
direction,  for  this  reason  that  at  the  present  moment  the  Agricul- 
tural uepartment  to  my  mind  is  a  dormant  institution  as  far  as  the 
farmers  are  concerned.  They  know  there  is  such  an  institution, 
but  they  make  no  use  of  it. 

4503.  The  suggestion  is  that  we  should  start  in  each  Field- 
cornetcy  and  let  the  landowners  elect  one  or  two  men  who  would 
form  a  Local  Committee  for  the  district,  then  these  men  again 
would  elect  one  of  their  number  to  represent  the  Fiscal  Division  on 
the  Council? — You  see  the  great  difticulty  is  this  that  if  once  you 
start  an  election,  you  will  have  it  run  on  political  lines. 

4504.  How  could  you  avoid  that? — Could  you  not  avoid  it  in 
this  way?  Let  the  Magistrate  nominate  eight,  the  Divisional  Coun- 
cil eight,  and  the  Municipality  eight,  and  send  these  names  to  the 
Government,  and  let  the  Government  elect  eight  from  these  names. 

.4505.  You  are  afraid  that  if  we  have  elections  the  best  men 
would  not  be  selected? — I  do  not  think  so. 

4506.  You  admit  something  must  be  done  for  the  sake  of  the 
agriculture  of  the  country? — Yes,  as  I  say,  the  Department  is  abso- 
lutely dead  as  far  as  farmers  up-country  are  concerned.  They  have 
hoard  of  a  "  Land  Bouw  Departement,"  but  they  do  not  make  use  of 
it.  If  they  communicate  with  the  Dejjartment  they  receive  the 
stereotyped  reply  that  the  matter  is  receiving  attention,  and  there 
it  ends. 

4507.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  going  further,  and  electing  an 
Advisory  Board  to  the  Government? — I  would  not  be  in  favour  of 
creating  too  many  Boards  for  this  reason  that  it  would  be  driving 
men  from  one  Board  to  another.  At  the  same  time  if  you  have  a 
Local  Committee  you  must  also  have  a  Central  Board  which  could 
keep  in  touch  with  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  otherwise  your 
Local  Committees  might  make  all  sorts  of  recommendations,  and 
you  would  have  no  one  at  headquarters  to  see  them  carried  out. 

4508.  The  idea  is  that  the  Advisory  Board  should  do  that? — 
Yes,  I  am  in  favour  of  that. 

4509.  Y^ou  would  not  have  any  intermediary  Council? — No. 

4510.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Do  you  think  your  plan  with  regard  to  the 


426 

Magistrate,  Divisional  Council  and  Municipality,  each  nominating 
fight  for  the  Local  Committee  will  keep  out  party  considerations? 
—  I  take  it  your  Magistrate  at  least  will  be  above  politics.  xVt  least 
it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  be. 

4511.  Would  you  give  the  Municipalities  the  right  to  nominate 
members  for  a  Board  like  this '. — Yes,  because  you  have  very  often 
in  the  towns  some  of  the  best  element.  You  have  retired  farmers 
who  have  made  money  out  of  farming,  and  they  could  be  of  great 
assistance,  whereas  if  you  leave  them  out,  they  would  feel  slighted. 

4512.  Would  you  give  the  Board  any  control  over  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Agricultural  Department  at  all? — No,  I  would  not  go  as 
far  as  that,  but  I  would  take  for  granted  if  they  made  strong  repre- 
sentations on  any  particular  question,  that  there  would  be  every 
likelihood  of  it  being  carried  out. 

4513.  You  would  make  them  an  Advisory  Board? — Yes,  and  I 
would  not  give  them  spending  powers. 

4514.  That  opinion  you  expressed  about  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment, as  far  as  you  know,  is  held  generally  throughout  the 
country,  that  is,  that  the  Agricultural  Department  is  of  very  little 
service  to  the  country? — There  is  a  perfect  concensus  of  opinion 
with  regard  to  that. 

4515.  Suppose  you  allowed  the  election  of  the  Local  Commit- 
tees to  be  made  by  the  farmers  do  not  you  think  that  in  a  short  time 
they  would  grasp  the  idea  that  it  would  be  better  to  keep  politics 
out' of  it? — No,  it  has  too  strong  a  hold  on  the  country. 

4516.  Chairman?^  If  such  an  election  should  take  place,  and  two 
members  were  to  be  elected  in  each  ward,  would  you  give  the  far- 
mers in  that  ward  the  right  to  vote  for  a  man  who  lived  outside  that 
ward  ? — Yes. 

4517.  Why  do  you  think  politics  should  interfere  in  such  a 
small  local  body  when  they  are  only  elected  for  a  district? — Why 
should  politics  "  interfere  in  Municipal  and  Divisional  Council 
matters,  and  yet  they  do.  Practically  every  election  is  run  on 
party  lines.  It  is  a  very  regrettable  thing  I  will  admit,  but  my 
opinion  is  that  if  the  one  side  tries  to  be  in  the  ascendant,  the  other 
will  do  their  best  to  prevent  it.  I  speak  for  my  own  district  of  Vry- 
burg  as  well  as  the  adjoining  districts. 

4518.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Do  you  contemplate  paying  the  mem- 
bers of  these  Committees  and  of  the  Advisory  Board  for  their  ser- 
vices?— No,  it  should  be  an  honorary  position. 

4519.  And  do  not  you  think  that  on  that  account  it  would  be 
shorn  of  its  political  element,  and  that  the  best  men  would  be 
elected,  and  would  also  attend  if  it  is  an  honorary  position?— J 
think  you  would  get  good  enough  })eople,  because  peojde  are  fond 
of  these  honorary  jjositions  and  aspire  after  them. 

4520.  Would  it  not  happen  that  i)erha.ps  the  three  bodies  vou 
mentioned  would  noniinale  the  sanu'  mell^-  11  is  possible,  l)ut  I  do 
not  think  probahle.  The  Minister  would  have  all  the  names  to 
select  from. 

4521.  Who  would  guide  him  in  that  selection?— He  would  have 
his  Board  in  Cape  Town. 

4522.  You  think  the  Board  should  be  first  established  ?-  Yes. 

4523.  You  think  these  men  will  l)e  better  able  to  develop  the 
(hstrict  if  nominated  than  if  elected  ?— Yes,  I  do  not  think  thev 
would  work  r>n  pnrty  lines  if  iioniinated.  The  great  advantage  of 
havmg  that  Hoard  is  you  would  inaUe  (he  Department  a  live  msti- 
tution.  Men  residing  in  I  ho  dififerent  wards  would  come  in  touch 
with  men  f)n  the  Committees,  and  would  make  use  of  it. 
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4524.  Do  you  think  tlif  farming  conmuiiiity  would  make  as 
much  use  of  the  committees  if  nominated  as  they  would  if  elected? 
—  I  think  so. 

4525.  Would  they  not  look  upon  i(  ;is  piiicly  a  l)c|)arl  nieiil  out- 
Ride  of  their  interference  at  all? — That  would  depend  on  any  good 
the  Board  could  do.  If  any  good  is  done  by  them,  and  carried  out 
by  Uovernment,  that  would  show  their  use.  A  farmer  wants  to 
Lave  practical  demonstration  of  everything.  He  does  not  l)elieve 
in  anything  unless  he  sees  some  good  (U'rived  from  it. 

4526.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  think  if  the  Civil  Commissioner 
were  to  preside  over  these  Local  Committees  in  the  dilTerent  Fiscal 
Divisions,  it  would  tend  towards  keeping  politics  out  of  their  dis- 
cussions?— I  certainly  think  the  Civil  Commissioner  should 
preside. 

^  4527.  Assuming  that  these  elections  were  all  influenced  Ijy 
party  feeling  you  tliinlv  the  dift'erent  jmrties  when  they  came  to 
elect  their  men  would  elect  the  best  farmer  who  belonged  to  their 
party  or  the  best  i)olitician? — To  my  mind  they  would  be  guided  l)y 
political  considerations,  and  you  would  not  get  the  best  men. 

4528.  Now  take  a  district  Avhere  90  per  cent,  of  the  farmers  are 
members  of  the  Afrikander  Bond,  and  another  district  where  90  per 
cent,  sympathised  with  the  Progressive  party,  you  say  they  would 
first  of  all  start  by  choosing  a  man  who  sided  with  them  politically 
an('  the  best  farmer? — No,  not  necessarily.  You  may  have  a  man 
of  influence  who  is  not  the  best  man,  but  on  account  of  his  influence 
he  would  be  elected. 

4529.  Suggestions  have  been  made  to  the  Commission  that  one 
wa.\-  of  forming  the  Board  and  keeping  politics  out  of  it  would  be 
for  the  Afrikander  Bond  to  nominate  five  members,  for  the  Farmers' 
Associations  to  nominate  five,  and  for  the  Government  to  nominate 
five,  and  we  are  tokl  that  by  these  means  politics  will  be  kept  out- 
side of  their  deliberations.  Do  you  think  such  a  scheme  would 
be  workable? — By  that  means  you  certainly  will  not  destroy  the 
balance  of  power.  As  long  as  you  keep  the  balance  evenly,  there 
would  of  course  be  no  discontent,  but  once  one  party  gets"  a  little 
more,  power  than  the  other  we  know  what  the  result  is. 

4530.  The  probabilities  are  if  these  members  are  nominated  by 
the  Bond  and  by  the  Farmers'  Associations,  that  they  would  be 
influenced  by  political  considerations  when  they  sat  on  this  Board? 
— I  daresay  if  it  is  a  friendly  arrangement  that  each  should  elect 
five,  and  the  Government  five,  it  might  work;  there  is,  of  course, 
always  the  danger  that  the  Government  might  make  its  five  nomi- 
nees men  of  the  same  political  opinions  as  themselves. 

4531.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Do  you  live  in  the  country  or  the  town  I 
—In  the  town. 

4532.  You  have  a  great  knowledge  of  the  country? — Yes. 
4532a.  Is  it  your  experience  that  in  a  district  or  in  a  i^ortion  of 

a  district  where  English  farmers  and  Dutch  farmers  are  neighbours 
that  there  is  any  feeling  of  antagonism  in  regard  to  interests  apper- 
taining to  farmers?— Yes,  only  the  other  day  we  tried  to  form  a 
Farme/r's  Association,  but  the  other  party  held  aloof. 

4538.  But  in  their  social  intercourse? — VV^e  tried  to  form  a  Poi- 
soning Club,  but  could  not  get  them  to  join. 

4534.  Have  you  the  xVfrikander  Bond  there? — Yes. 

4535.  And  any  Progressive  Association? — Yes,  in  full  swing. 

4536.  And  you  think  if  an  effort  were  to  be  made  to  form  an 
absolutely  non-political  Association,  it  would  not  succeed  ? — I  do 
not  think  so. 
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4537.  Do  you  think  it  is  wortii  trying? — It  would  \)e  a  very 
laudable  thing  if  it  could  l)e  brought  about. 

4538.  You  think  if  something  of  this  kind  were  lo  Ije  submitted 
lo  Parliament,  and  the  landowners  were  going  to  be  asked  to  select 
representatives  in  order  to  bring  them  in  touch  with  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  and  make  it  a  live  institution,  and  that  the  far- 
mers were  convinced  that  the  object  of  the  Department  was  to 
attend  to  their  interests,  that  they  would  leave  politics  alone? — If 
you  could  convince  them  of  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

4539.  Would  you  try  it? — I  would  not  like  to  undertake  it. 
4539a.  31 1'.   Blaine P\  I  do  not   think  you   made  any  suggestion 

about  how  the  Advisory  Board  should  be  elected? — I  thought  that 
you  were  to  take  certain  localities,  and  to  let  them  nominate  one 
member  each  for  the  Advisory  Board,  and  I  thinlv  their  representa- 
tives should  consist  of  men  elected  by  your  Local  Committees. 

4540.  Would  you  approve  of  the  idea  of  the  Government  nomi- 
nating a  certain  proportion  of  that  Board? — I  think  it  would 
destroy  the  fact  of  having  a  Board  absolutely  representative  of  the 
people.  It  would  be  good  enough  if  the  Minister  for  Agriculture 
presided  over  this  Board. 

4541.  You  do  not  favour  the  idea  of  anv  Government  nominees? 
—No. 

4542.  You  said  with  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  the  Bond, 
ihe  Farmers'  Association,  and  the  Government  should  each  nomi- 
nate five  members  for  the  Board,  that  you  favoured  that  idea,  but 
I  qualified  that  by  saying  with  regard  to  the  nomination  by  Gov- 
ernment that  they  could  not  l)e  likely  to  nominate  men  representing 
the  political  views  of  the  opposition. 

4543.  But  the  result  of  a  Board  constituted  in  this  way  would 
I>e  that  the  five  Government  nominees  would  decide  everything? — 
Quite  so. 

4544.  Then  the  other  nominees  would  be  unnecessary  ? — It  all 
depends  what  their  views  are. 

4545.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  The  Commission  are  desirous  of  formu- 
lating some  scheme  under  winch  the  State  could  give  hnancial 
assistance  to  farmers  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  rei)roduclive 
works,  and  the  following  suggestions  have  been  made :  («)  By  the 
grant  of  loans  to  Divisional  Councils  on  the  security  of  rates  to 
('nal)le  Divisional  (councils  either  to  carry  out  Public  Works  for  the 
advancement  of  agriculture  in  their  districts  or  to  enable  them  to 
advance  money  to  xxgricultural  Associations  or  individual  farmers, 
or  (b)  l)y  the  grant  of  loans  or  by  contributing  on  the  £  for  £  prin- 
cil)le  direct  to  Agricultural  Associations  or  individual  farmers,  or 
(c)  by  the  Government  contributing  on  the  £  for  £  ])rinci})le  on 
amounts  raised  l)r  Divisonal  Councils  l)y  nu'ans  of  a  special  agri- 
cultural rate,  levied  to  promote  the  agricultural  r(>soiirces  of  the 
district.  Could  you  express  any  opinion  on  any  of  these  sug- 
gestions?— I  should  have  preferred  to  have  gone  carefully  into  the 
(piestion,  as  I  was  not  prepari-d  for  it. 

4546.  Yon  do  Ixdieve  that  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  the  Stale 
lo  assist  the  fai'ining  conunuiiity  by  giving  loans  at  a  low  rale  of 
interest  to  Iheni?  Yes.  I  must  say  1  am  not  very  much  in  favour 
of  Divisional  Councils,  because  I  think  ail  through  the  country 
they  have  shown  very  poor  resulls. 

4547.  You  would  prefer  that  the  State  slioidd  advance  the 
money  direct  to  an  Agricultural  Association? — I  would  prefer  it  to 
be  made  to  an  individual  farmer  direct.     Our  farmers  do  not  like 
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anything  which  is  involved,  and  that  is  why  the  Trrif^Nation  Ad  is 
such  an  al)ject  failure.  I  reckon  if  a  man  has  <,M)od  security  he 
should  be  ahle  to  <rn  lo  the  Government  and  licl  the  money,  and 
carry  out  his  scheme  without  the  en<fineers. 

4548.  The  farmers  who  stand  most  in  ihmmI  of  (inan(;ial  assist- 
ance are  those  who  are  unable  to  rai.se  any  more  money  on  account 
of  their  farms  bein<r  mortoa«,nul? — That  is  unfortunately  the  case. 

4549.  The  Commission  want  to  devise  some  scheme  under 
which  the  State  could  make  advances  to  these  farmers  to  carry  out 
reproductive  works  which  would  secure  sound  security  for  the 
State  without  injuring  the  interests  of  the  Ijondholder.  The  sug- 
gcstion  is  that  the  State  should  charge  ^  per  cent,  interest  and  1-^ 
per  cent,  sinking  fund,  making  an  annual  charge  of  6  per  cent., 
which  in  thirty  two  years  would  pay  off  both  eaintal  and  interest, 
and  tliat  this  6  per  cent,  shoidd  ])econie  a  first  charge  on  the  land. 
The  CLuestion  is,  would  the  mortgagee  call  in  his  money  if  this 
scheme  l)ecame  law,  and  this  (5  per  cent,  became  the  first  charge, 
and  if  he  did  call  up  his  mortgage,  would  not  other  people  be  found 
prepared  to"  take  it  up,  seeing  that  the  amount  advanced  by  the 
Government,  and  expended  by  the  farmer  in  constructing  the  re- 
productive work  wovild  naturally  have  increased  the  value  of  the 
land  from  what  it  was  when  the  mortgage  was  first  granted?-  Of 
course  it  all  depends  on  how  much  the  re]iroductive  work  is  going 
to  enhance  the  value  of  the  farm. 

4550.  Would  you  be  willing  to  put' in  a  statement  with  regard 
to  this  question? — Yes. 

Hermanns  Lamhertvs  de  Waal,  examined. 

4551.  Chairman^  You  live  at  the  Paarl? — Yes. 

4552.  Are  you  a  wine-farmer? — Yes,  chiefly,  but  T  farm  with 
everything  so  to  speak. 

4553.  Have  you  lived  long  in  that  district? — About  twenty- 
seven  years. 

4554.  I  would  like  to  know  from  you  whether  you  are  in  favour 
of  a  small  local  body  being  elected  by  the  landowners  in  each  Fiscal 
Division,  and  made  up  of  rei)resentatives  from  each  Field-cornetcy, 
to  represent  local  interests  and  bring  the  farmers  into  touch  with 
the  Agricultural  Department? — T  would  certainlv  aj^prove  of  it  if 
there  was  not  too  much  expense  connected  with  it.  I  do  not  think 
the  members  should  be  paid. 

4555.  You  are  in  favour  of  each  Field-cornetcy  electing  one  or 
more  members  to  form  this  Committee  for  the  division? — Yes,  I 
approve  of  that. 

4556.  Then  it  is  suggested  that  these  Committees  should  each 
elect  one  delegate  to  a  Council  to  represent  large  schemes  that 
might  be  brought  forward.  Are  you  in  favour  that  the  Committee 
should  elect  one  of  its  members  to  sit  on  that  Council? — Yes,  I  con- 
sider it  a  very  good  plan. 

4557.  Are  you  also  in  favour  of  an  executive  body  being  elected 
out  of  that  Council  to  advise  the  Agricultural  Deiiartment,  and  to 
consist  of  eighteen  members  elected  bv  the  Council  out  of  the  differ- 
ent Electoral  Circles  in  the  Legislative  Coimcil,  and  nine  members 
nominated  bv  Government? — Yes.  T  approve  of  that. 

4558.  Mr.  Abrahaiuson.'l  Would  vou  be  in  favour  of  the  land- 
owners in  the  different  Wards  electintr  two  men  from  each  Ward, 
these  to  form  the  District  Council?    For  instance,  there  would  be 
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a  Board  of  fourteen  farmers  lepre.senling  the  Paarl  and  Wellington 
fiistricts.  Would  that  waj-  be  a  good  way  for  representing  your 
district  under  this  scheme? — I  would  be  in  favour  of  that,  provided 
they  were  not  salaried  men  Ijy  Government.  1  wish  to  get  such 
things  abolished  as  far  as  I  possibl,y  can.  They  must  be  absolutely 
without  pay. 

4559.  These  District  Councils  would  nominate  one  man  in  each 
Legislative  Council  Circle,  and  these  collectively  would  form  the 
Council  of  Agriculture  for  that  Circle,  and  the  Advisory  Board 
would  form  the  Executive  of  these  Councils? — Yes,  I  have  agreed 
to  that. 

45G0.  Do  you  think  this  Advisory  Board,  consisting  of  eighteen 
members  elected  by  the  farmers,  and  nine  nominated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, would  be  too  large  a  body? — I  do  not  think  it  is  too  large 
to  represent  the  whole  Colony. 

4561.  As  these  men  would  be  put  to  a  good  deal  of  expense, 
would  you  pay  them? — It  depends  upon  the  expenditure  connected 
with  the  scheme.  I  would  allow  them  free  travelling,  and  so  much 
for  each  day's  actual  working,  but  not  a  yearly  salary. 

4562.  il/r.  Oosthvisen.]  Do  you  think  this  Local  Committee 
would  be  able  to  do  any  good  for  the  farmers  ? — They  can  do  a  lot  of 
good  if  thev  understand  their  duty  is  to  look  after  the  interests  of 
their  district. 

4563.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  their  holding  a  general  meet- 
ing with  the  landowners  at  certain  intervals  to  discuss  agricultural 
matters? — That  is  a  veiy  good  suggestion.  The  more  a  farmer 
comes  in  contact  with  his  fellow-farmer  the  better. 

4564.  And  do  you  think  that  would  be  the  means  of  bringing 
(he  farmers  into  closer  touch  with  the  Government? — I  consider 
it  so. 

4565.  Do  you  think  that  there  might  be  any  dit?iculty,  in  con- 
nection with  these  Committees  and  their  discussions  upon  purely 
farming  subjects,  on  account  of  politics  being  allowed  to  intervene? 
— Not  in  the  least.  I  do  not  care  a  rap  what  another  man  does.  I 
go  my  own  way. 

4566.  Will  that  feeling  be  general  in  your  district? — Certainly, 
I  believe  most  of  the  farmers  will  regard  this  scheme  as  being  for 
the  individual  as  well  as  the  general  benefit,  and  will  not  allow 
politics  to  influence  them  much. 

4567.  Do  you  think  that  politics  would  influence  the  local  cora- 
ni unity  to  such  an  extent  that  we  should  not  get  the  best  men  on 
lliat  Board? — That  is  a  question  that  must  l)e  considered  finally. 
There  is  of  course  a  kind  of  disagreeable  feeling  betw^een  Party  and 
Pai'ty  on  political  subjects.  There  are  very  many  who  think  for 
themselves,  but  there  are  also  inany  who  are  led  by  others. 

4568.  Do  you  believe  we  would  get  better  men  if  they  Avere 
nominated  by  Government? — I  do  not  think  so;  it  would  be  better 
to  have  the  meml)ers  elected  among  the  |)e()ple  locally.  T  wish  the 
day  would  come  when  all  these  political  dilTerences  were  put  away 
for  good,  and  the  general  community  wei'e  working  together  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  Colony.  If  the  right  men  are  elected  for 
this  pur])ose  it  will  do  a  lot  of  good. 

4569.  Do  you  think"  this  scheme  will  Ix'  able  to  do  something 
towards  remc)ving  ))olitica]  friction  ^-Ves,  if  propei',  impartial  men 
are  chosen  for  the  work. 

4570.  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  tliink  that  a  Council  composed  of 
Putch   and   I'nglish    would   work   salisfactorily   together?— If  they 
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felt  as  r  feel  there  would  1)e  no  tlimculty,  and  great  good  would  be 
the  result. 

4571.  Mr.  Oosthidsen.]  Do  you  belong  to  a  Farmers'  Associa- 
tion?— No.  I  was  a  member  before  the  war,  but  since  then  I  have 
gone  my  own  way. 

4572.  Is  there  a  Farmers'  Association  at  the  Paarl? — Yes. 

4573.  And  are  there  also  branches  of  tlie  Bond  in  that  district? 
— Yes,  but  I  am  not  a  member  of  the  Bond,  or  of  any  I'arty. 

4574.  Mr.  Abra/iamaan.]  i)o  you  thinlv  the  Agricultural  lJL'|jarl 
ment  is  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  farming  community? — I  do 
not  think  so. 

4575.  Have  you  had  any  personal  experience  of  the  Depart- 
ment?— I  have  never  aslo'dfor  assistance;  T  have  never  bothered 
about  the  Government. 

'4576.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  head  of  the  Department  should 
have  some  practical  knowledge  of  farming  and  the  necessities  of 
the  farming  community  1 — ^I  consider  that  is  very  necessary.  He 
should  certainly  be  a  practical  man. 

4577.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Have  you  considered  the  various  sug- 
gestions marked  a,  b,  and  c,  for  assisting  farmers  with  loans  for  the 
construction  of  reproductive  works  on  their  properties? — Yes.  I 
have  been  fairly  successful  as  a  farmer,  and  I  do  not  believe  in  any 
help.  Farmers  and  others  should  V)y  all  means  endeavour  to  secure 
advancement  in  this  world.  That  should  be  recognised  by  all  pro- 
fessions, most  of  all  by  the  farmer,  who  should  be  assisted  the  least. 
He  has  got  all  his  chances  and  should  be  self-reliant. 

4578.  You  are  not  in  favour  of  the  Government  aiding  the  far- 
mers in  such  matters  as  irrigation  ^ — Well,  yes,  in  regard  to  irriga- 
tion they  might  be  assisted  by  the  Government,  if  he  cannot  afford 
to  bring  water  on  to  his  farm.  There  are  some  other  directions  in 
which  he  might  be  aided,  but  with  regard  to  scab  extermination, 
the  destruction  of  jackals,  and  similar  efforts,  I  hold  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  individual  to  look  out  for  himself,  and  the  farmer 
most  of  all. 

4579.  You  would  practically  confine  Government  aid  to  the 
farmers  to  irrigation  purposes  ? — ^And  that  on  a  large  scale.  Each 
farmer  should  undertake  small  schemes  for  himself. 

4580.  Would  you  define  that  by  the  amount  the  farmer  would 
spend  or  the  result? — By  the  result.  The  more  you  help  a  man  the 
worse  he  thinks  of  you  and  the  less  self-respect  he  has.  That  is  the 
result  of  my  thirty  years'  experience. 

4581.  Supposing  there  are  two  men,  one  with  a  £500  scheme 
and  another  with  a  £5,000  irrigation  proposition ;  which  of  these 
would  you  assist  with  a  Government  loan  ? — I  would  assist  the  man 
whose  scheme  is  the  best,  and  the  one  that  will  pay — either  the  big 
or  the  small  one. 

4582.  Have  you  ever  farmed  in  districts  where  there  is  a  great 
want  of  water? — No. 

4583.  Can  you  therefore  only  speak  of  the  Paarl  district  from 
a  farming  point  of  view? — Even  on  my  farm  there  was  a  scarcity  of 
water.  1  erected  a  motor  and  bored  to  a  depth  of  150  feet  and  got 
water  right  on  to  the  surface. 

4584  Was  that  with  a  Government  bore? — No,  I  do  not  want 
Government  to  interfere  with  these  things. 

4585.  Did  you  get  a  subsidy  ? — Not  a  penny. 

4585a.  Chnlrmnn.']  What  advantage  was  the  boring  to  vou? I 

have  now  an  ample  water  supply,  for  the  engine  connected  with  my 
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threshing  floor,  a  fine  water  supply  for  my  distillery,  for  my  house- 
hold, in  fact  for  everything.  It  amounts  to  liundreds  and  hundreds 
of  gallons. 

4586.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.']  Are  you  a  wine-farmer? — Yes. 

4587.  Are  you  satisfied  the  wine-farmer  is  getting  the  best 
results  from  the  sale  of  his  wine? — No,  there  is  gre'at  room  for  im- 
provement. 

4588.  Do  you  think  co-operation  amongst  the  wine-farmers 
would  be  an  advantage? — If  every  individual  has  a  sufficient  regard 
for  his  own  benefit  there  should  be  no  necessity  for  any  assistance 
in  that  line.  His  eyes  must  be  opened  and  he  must  stretch  out  his 
hands  to  do  his  duty. 

4589.  Would  you  not  approve  of  a  scheme  whereliy  a  number 
of  farmers  could  come  together  and  establish  a  Central  Wine  Cellar 
for  the  purpose  of  maturing  their  wine?  Would  that  not  secure 
better  results? — I  do  not  believe  it.  The  farmer  has  his  chance  in 
every  way,  and  if  he  does  not  take  it  he  should  never  get  it. 

4590.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  very  few  farmers  can  afford  to  hold 
their  wine  for  more  than  a  year? — There  is  no  necessity  to  do  so. 
The  best  market  is  to  sell  it  young. 

4591.  At  the  present  price? — Good  ordinary  wine — grape-juice 
— is  sold  to-day  at  from  £4  to  £5,  and  there  is  no  market  for  bad 
wine.     There  is  no  necessitv  for  the  Government  to  interfere. 

4592.  With  regard  to  l^randy,  when  this  loan  of  £100,000  was 
obtained  from  the  Government,  at  the  time  the  Excise  was  imposed, 
do  you  thinlv  it  helped  the  farmers? — There  is  no  result  from  that 
as  yet,  but  I  think  it  was  a  fair  and  good  ofTer. 

4593.  In  a  general  way  it  is  your  opinion  that  the  Government 
can  do  more  good  in  other  directions  than  by  giving  the  farmer 
financial  aid? — The  more  you  help  a  man  the  less  he  exerts  himself. 

4594.  Do  you  also  engage  in  the  fruit-growing  industry? — I  do. 

4595.  And  are  you  satisfied  with  the  ])rices  you  get?--  I  am;  it 
pays  me  fairly  well. 

4590.  Would  it  not  pay  you  better  if  the  fruit-farmers  were  to 
co-o])erate? — I  cannot  say. 

4597.  Would  co-operation,  for  example,  not  be  of  great  assist- 
ance in  the  dried  fruit  trade  and  in  controlling  the  market? — I  have 
not  looked  into  that  much,  and  I  do  not  believe  much  in  11.  If  the 
market  is  low  you  cannot  do  anything  to  get  it  up. 

4598.  Are  you  aware  that  in  other  countries  these  industries 
liave  been  helped  immensely  by  co-operation  and  Govei'nment 
assistance?—  I  was  in  Europe  in  1893,  and  I  saw  I  he  people  there  in 
a  desperate  condition,  and  the  same  state  of  affairs  was  then  exist- 
ing Ihroughouf  the  globe.  There  are  circumstances  in  which  no 
Government  can  help. 

Daniel  GerJuirtJns  ]\fa/an,  examined. 

4599.  Chairm(in?\  Are  \'ou  a  wine-farmer? — Yes,  T  am  also  a 
corn  and  fi'uit  grower. 

4()00.  Having  heard  Mr.  De  Waal's  evidence  do  you  agree  with 
his  statements?— To  a  great  extent  I  agree  with  him.  It  is  rather 
extreme  to  say  that  the  farm(>r  must  not  ])e  assisted  l)y  Government, 
but  the  ((uesfion  is,  how  to  assist  him?  1  thiid<  the  Government 
shoidd  do  a  little  more  with  regard  to  local  Farmers'  Associations. 
This  could  be  done  very  usefull\'  1)\'  the  distribution  of  pamphlets 
find  olhiT  literature  containinu  practical   information  on  all   farm- 
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ing  subjects  in  both  English  and  Dulcli.  With  regard  to  tlic  l(jruia- 
tion  of  the  various  organisations  tliat  are  ))roposed,  I  think  it  wouhl 
auswei'  better  if  the  members  were  noniinatefl  by  the  Associations 
instead  of  their  being  elt'cted  by  the  ordinary  voters. 

4601.  But  are  you  not  aware  that  tliere  are  a  good  many  dis- 
tricts in  which  there  are  no  Farmers'  Associations  ^  \'es,  tliat  is 
tlie  dilliculty. 

4602.  In  that  case  would  you  allow  the  landowners  and  tenant 
farmers  in  such  districts  to  elect  the  members? — Yes. 

4603.  Do  you  approve  of  the  Local  Committees  of  Agriculture, 
also  the  Council,  and  the  Board  of  Agriculture? — Yes,  of  all  three. 

4G04.  Mr.  Ckven-Lewts.]  As  you  have  just  admitted,  there  are  a 
large  number  of  districts  where  there  are  no  FarnuM's'  Associations? 
—Yes: 

4605.  If' we  are  going  to  have  an  organisation  for  the  whole 
Colony  would  it  not  be  better  to  have  it  similar  in  each  district, 
instead  of  the  Farmers'"  Association  in  one  district  nominating  the 
uiembers,  and  in  another  an  election  Ijy  the  farmers  taking  place? 
Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  have  uniformity  in  the  method  of 
appointment? — Perhaps  it  would  be  better. 

4606.  Does  the  Paarl  Farmers'  Association  not  contain  a  iium 
l)er  of  members  who  are  not  farmers  at  alH — Yes. 

4607.  The  suggestion  is  that  the  election  of  these  people  should 
be  left  to  the  farmers;  therefore,  thinking  the  matter  over,  do  you 
believe  it  would  be  lietter  to  let  the  farmers  elect  the  mem])ers  of 
these  Local  Committees? — Yes. 

4608.  Ah'.  Oosthuisen.]  Where  there  are  branches  of  the  Bond 
established,  would  you  also  allow  these  to  nominate  members  of 
the  Local  Committee? — No,  I  would  have  no  political  bodies  taking 
part. 

4609.  Do  you  agree  with  what  Mr.  De  Waal  said  about  co- 
operation?— I  have  heard  much  about  co-operation  and  read  some- 
thing about  it,  but  I  do  not  understand  it  sathciently  to  express  an 
opinion.  I  think,  however,  it  will  he  a  good  thing,  iif  it  is  promoted 
by  die  right  men. 

4610.  Mr.  Abrakamson.]  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
if  the  farmers  were  to  get  thoroughly  educated  up  to  the  benefits  of 
co-operation  before  any  scheme  was  originated? — I  think  so.  They 
should  be  well  instructed  and  induced  to  entertain  lnoad  views  on 
the  subject  of  co-operation. 

4611.  Do  you  not  think  the  wine-farmers  ought  to  get  a  better 
])rice  for  their  good  wine  than  they  are  getting  at  the  present 
moment,  comparing  the  retail  price  and  the  farmer's  price  i — I 
think  the  Excise  has  had  a  great  influence  upon  the  })rice  oi  wine. 

4612.  In  which  way? — The  price  of  wine  always  dei)ends  upon 
the  price  of  In'andy  and  so  the  reverse. 

4613.  Do  you  mean  to  convey  tl)at  because  brantly  has  risen  in 
l)rice,  wine  has  also  gone  up  ?—" I  think  that  is  the  reason,  but  in 
realitv  there  is  no  rising  in  ]n-ice.  The  accumulation  of  Brandy 
])aid  "with  Government  Loan  Funds  might  prove  a  dead  case 
future  after  all. 
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John  Frederick  Pentz,  examined. 

4614.  Chairman?^  Are    you    a     farmer?-!    am,    and  reside  at 
Ilermon,  Paarl  district. 

4615.  Mr.  (keen-Lewi s?\  Have  you  read   the  Memoramhun   nov/ 
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before  you  with  regard  to  the  formation  of  these  various  bodies  for 
the  promotion  of  tlie  farming  interests  of  the  Colony? — I  have. 

4GI6,  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  farmers  in  each  Field- 
cornetcy  electing  two  representatives  to  serve  on  a  Local  Committee 
to  be  established  in  each  Fiscal  Division? — The  question  is  who 
are  to  take  part  in  these  elections. 

4G17.  The  suggestion  is  that  farmers  in  ))eneficial  occupation  of 
land  valued  at  £500  or  more  shall  elect  by  ballot  two  representatives 
of  each  Ward,  and  that  these  representatives  in  each  Fiscal  Division 
should  form  themselves  into  a  Local  Committee  of  Agriculture.  Do 
you  approve  of  that  proposal? — I  would  not  be  in  favour  of  that 
method. 

4618.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  require  to  be  more  organised  in 
their  own  interests  than  they  are  at  the  present  time? — Yes.  If 
you  were  to  ask  whether  the  farmers  assembled  in  the  Farmers' 
Associations  should  elect  the  representatives  I  would  agree  to  it, 
but  I  do  not  approve  of  farmers  being  whipped  up  to  the  poll  to 
elect  two  members.  You  cannot  possil)ly  keep  out  politics.  I 
am  very  strongly  in  favour  of  Farmers'  Associations  being  en- 
couraged, because  I  have  had  experience  of  the  great  good  they  are 
capable  of  accomplishing.  For  many  years  I  was  Secretary  of  the 
Vv'ellington  Fruit-growers'  Association,  and  I  feel  that  when  the  far- 
mers come  together  and  work  together  for  their  joint  interest,  there 
is  a  bond  of  sympathy  uniting  them,  but  if  they  are  annually 
whipped  up  to  an  election,  it  will  mean  that  there  would  be  a  lot 
of  canvassing  for  candidates.  I  would  agree  to  the  proposal  if  it 
v/ere  in  the  hands  of  an  Association  whose  members  would  meet  in 
the  usual  way,  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  election  of  members  for 
the  Horticultural  Board. 

4619.  Are  you  aware  that  there  are  very  considerable  portions 
of  this  Colony  in  which  no  Farmers'  Association  exists? — Where 
there  is  no  Farmers'  Association  I  do  not  think  they  should  be  re- 
presented. I  am  convinced  that  a  great  effort  should  be  made  by 
the  Agricultural  Department  to  support  Farmers'  Associations 
throughout  the  whole  country.  They  should  be  encouraged  in 
every  respect. 

4620.  In  districts  where  there  are  no  Farmers'  Associations  you 
tiiink  tlie  effect  of  calling  the  farmers  together  to  elect  a  Committee 
from  amongst  themselves  would  be  to  introduce  the  political 
element  ?--Yes,  the  residt  will  Ite  more  ])()liiics  tlu\n  agi'iculture. 

4621.  Are  vou  afraid  that  ))olitical  inlluences  would  prevail? — 
Yes. 

4022.  If  if  were  ])ossil)le  to  exclude  i)olitics  you  would  have  no 
objection  to  this  proposed  method  of  electing  the  Committee? — No. 

4623.  Do  you  agree  to  the  establishnu'nit  of  a  Council  of  Agri- 
culture as  set  forth  in  this  Meuinranduni? — No,  I  am  in  favour  of 
the  Farmers'  Associations  and  a  Board  like  the  Horticultural  Boacd, 
but  not  this  middle  organisation. 

4624.  Would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  if  once  a  y(>ar  representa- 
tive farmers  from  every  Fiscal  Division  in  the  Colonv,  English  far- 
mers of  the  Eastern  Province  would  sit  down  with  Dutch  farmers 
of  the  Western  Province  in  a  Conference  u))on  agricultural  matters? 
— I  am  verv  much  in  favour  of  that,  but  T  am  not  in  favour  of  these 
])roposed  Field-conu'tcy  bodies,  then  a  l)ig  Council,  and  then  the 
Board. 

462;").  But  you  would  be  in  favour  of  a  meeting  of  representa- 
tive farmers  once  a  vear,  from  ea(;h  Fiscal  Division  f     I  think  great 
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good  would  come  oul  of  thai,  l)ut   I  am  not  in  favour  of  tlic  iniddle 
Council. 

4626.  How  would  you  su«,^«,n's(  tlu'  Boanl  of  A<,a-iculture  should 
be  elected  { — By  the  Associations.  There  should  be  one  Associa- 
tion and  no  more  in  each  district  or  division.  If  you  have  loo  manv 
organisations  there  is  sure  to  l)e  a  tremendous  amouni  of  red  tape 
about  it. 

4627.  If  there  were  no  Farmers'  Association  to  take  part  in  the 
election  of  the  Board,  as  is  the  case  in  many  districts,  liow  would 
you  proceed  ?— There  it  becomes  a  dimcidt  matter,  tjecause  in  a  dis- 
trict where  there  is  no  Farmers'  Association,  the  obvious  conclusion 
is  that  the  farmers  cannot  take  much  interest  in  agriculture. 

>4628.  But  backward  districts  which  have  not  the  same  ad- 
vantages as  large  centres  cannot  he  expected  to  be  veiy  progressive 
in  their  ideas? — Then  I  exi)ect  they  will  have  their  political  leaders 
getting  themselves  elected — whichever  party  is  the  strongest. 

4629.  Do  you  agree  to  the  principle  of  an  Advisory  Board  to 
the  Agricultural  Department? — Yes,  on  the  lines  of  the  Horticul- 
tural Board. 

4630.  Do  you  consider  it  would  l)e  a  good  idea  if  this  Board  of 
Agriculture  were  to  consider  the  Estimates  to  be  submitted  to  Par- 
liament before  they  reach  that  stage,  meaning,  of  course,  the  Esti- 
mates connected  with  the  Agricultural  Department? — That  could 
do  no  harm,  but  naturally  they  would  have  no  say  in  the  matter. 

4631.  Could  the  Board  not  advise  the  Minister  if  they  thought 
too  much  money  was  placed  to  one  item,  and  too  little  to  another^ 
— It  would  not  be  of  much  use.  The  Horticultural  Board  often 
made  suggestions  to  the  Minister,  who,  however,  never  took  any 
notice  of  them. 

4632.  Your  opinion  is  that  such  suggestions  should  receive  con- 
-sideration  from  the  Minister  or  the  Department? — Yes,  if  practical, 

hona-fide  farmers  are  a])pointed  to  this  Board  they  should  certainly 
receive  attention. 

4633.  Mr.  Oosthuise7i.]  Do  you  think  that  the  head  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  should  be  an  official  practically  versed  in 
farming,  and  with  a  scientific  training,  or  is  it  only  necessary  that 
he  should  be  a  clerical  head  ? — Certainly  not,  I  hold  that  he  should 
be  a  practical  man.  I  have  always  thought  the  present  system  to 
l)e  wrong.  In  my  capacity  as  Secretary  of  the  Fruit-growers'  Asso- 
ciation i  have  in  the  past  been  a  good  deal  in  touch  with  the  De- 
]iartment,  ])erha])s  more  so  than  anybody  *4se,  and  I  used  to  worry 
them  a  little;  and  it  was  my  im])ression  tliat  there  was  great  room 
for  improvement  as  to  organisation. 

4634.  Do  vou  think  you  would  have  had  better  results  from  the 
Department  iif  there  had  been  a  good,  sound,  practical  head?— Un 
doubtedly.       He     should  l)e  a  man  possessed  of  experience  of  the 
different  sul)jects  that  conu-  under  the  administration  of  the  De- 
partment, and  taking  a  keen  personal  interest   in  agriculture. 

4635.  Cfiairman.]Bo  you  think  it  is  necessary  that  the  Depart- 
ment should  he  reorganised  ?— It  is  not  satisfactory  under  present 
conditions. 

4636.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Is  your  opinion  generally  entertained 
amongst  farmers,  that  the  Department  does  not  get  into  satisfactory 
touch  with  the  farming  communitv  '. — Certainly. 

4637.  Tf  ]iossil)le  would  vou  aim  at  a  uniformity  of  method  in 
the  election  of  the  Local  Committees?— Yes,  and  in  my  opinion  it 
should  ])e  done  through  the  Farmers'  Associations  if  jKissible. 
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4638.  And  where  there  are  no  Farmers'  Associations  you  can 
suggest  no  other  procedure  than  to  have  the  elections  conducted  by 
the  farmers  and  landowners  of  the  districts  No;  1  do  not  approve 
of  it,  but  I  do  not  see  any  other  way. 

4639.  You  do  not  approve  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  contain- 
ing a  proportion  of  Government  nominees? — I  do  not. 

4640.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  get  the 
farmers  in  all  the  districts  of  the  Colony  to  form  Farmers'  Associa- 
tions?— The  movement,  is  growing.  Farmers'  Associations  are 
springing  up  throughout  the  country,  and  if  such  efforts  are  en- 
couraged by  the  Department,  I  think  we  would  have  very  many 
more  such  Associations.  When  the  Wellington  Fruit-growers' 
Association  was  started  it  was  soon  followed  bv  several  others,  and 
since  the  war  many  Associations  have  been  formed. 

4641.  Do  3'ou  mean  that  these  bodies  should  be  officially  recog- 
nised so  that  they  may  have  some  voice  in  the  agricultural  policy 
of  the  country? — Yes." 

4642.  Mr.  Abraho7nson.]  You  have  had  a  good  deal  of  experience 
of  the  farmers  right  throughout  the  Colony? — Yes. 

4643.  Supposing  the  Government  were  to  issue  an  official  notice 
requesting  farmers  possessing  the  necessary  qualification,  in  every 
district,  to  enrol  themselves  as  members  of  a  Farmers'  Associa- 
tion within  three  months,  do  you  think  the  result  would  be  suc- 
cessful?— I  think  so,  and  it  would  work  well  I  feel  sure  Associa- 
tions would  l)e  formed  wherever  they  do  not  now  exist. 

4644.  In  your  opinion  would  members  both  of  the  Afrikander 
Bond  and  the  Farmers'  Associations  fall  in  with  a  scheme  of  that 
kind? — I  think  so. 

4645.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  proper  strength  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture?  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  suggestion  that 
two  members  from  each  Legislative  Coimcil  Circle,  making 
eighteen  members,  and  nine  nominees  by  tlie  Government,  should 
be  appointed,  twenty-seven  in  all? — I  would  not  have  more  for  a 
start.  It  is  very  difficult  to  pass  an  opinion  on  that  just  now. 
Time  would  show  whether  the  Board  should  be  enlarged  or  reduced 
in  numbers. 

4646.  Should  the  members  of  the  .  isory  Board,  sitting  in 
Cape  Town,  ami  probably  getting  through  a  good  deal  of  work,  re- 
ceive payment  for  their  services? — No.  The  moment  it  becomes  a 
matter  of  pay  you  will  get  the  wrong  ])eoi)le  ])ut  in.  Even  if  you 
njerely  ])aid  their  expenses  they  would  stay  in  town  longer  than 
was  required.  I  hope  the  day  will  come  when  even  members  of 
I'aviianifMit  will  give  their  services  for  nothing,  for  then  we  will  get 
tlie  right  class  of  men  returned. 

4647.  Would  you  rather  not  pay  anybody?—  No. 

464H.  How  do  you  Ihiiik  the  Government  can  best  give  finan- 
cial assistance  to  the  faiining  communily  for  carrying  out  repro- 
ductive works? — That  is  a  very  difficult  point.  Tbe  question  is 
what  security  would  the  farmer  have  to  give. 

4649.  Have  you  read  the  suggestions  of  tlie  Government, 
marked  a,  b,  and  c,  as  to  the  methods  that  might  be  adopted  for 
aiding  the  farmers  l)v  means  of  Govern nu^nl  loans  or  contributions, 
and  the  levying  of  a  special  agricultural  rale? — I  have,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  IJivisional  Councils  should  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
matter,  as  so  many  nuMubers  of  these  bodies  have  proi>eity  interests 
thai  would  necessarily  be  involved. 

4650.  Chnirman.']  Do   you    think    tlie   Clovernment    should    help 
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the  farmer  on  the  £  for  £  prnicii)le  f-  1  am  in  favoui"  of  the  Govern- 
ment assisting  the  farmer,  but  it  all  (Icpeiids  upon  liow  any  such 
advance  will  be  secured. 

4G51.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  With  regard  to  advances  for  irrigation 
works,  is  there  verv  mucli  nov(]  for  aiudiing  of  thai  kind  in  vour 
district?— No. 

4652.  Is  it  your  opinion  Ibat  co-operation  would  be  of  use  in 
advancing  such  industries  as  corn,  fruil,  and  wine  fai'ming?-  It 
would  certainly  be  of  great  use. 

4653.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  GovernnuMit  should  render 
assistance  in  the  formation  of  co-operative  companies  or  societies? 
— It  is  as  yet  a  matter  of  experiment.  For  example,  the  grain  in- 
dustry is  in  a  very  bad  way,  for  the  simple  reason  that  there  is  no 
co-operation,  but  it  is  not  very  easy  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  fen* 
the  establishment  of  a  co-operative  enterprise. 

4654.  Should  the  Government  give  advances  against  security 
to  those  who  wish  to  go  in  for  co-operation! — I  thin]<  that  would 
help;  it  would  enable  holders  to  wait  and  watch  for  a  better  mar- 
ket. Moreover,  with  Government  assistance  farmers  not  only 
could  co-operate  in  the  sale  of  their  produce,  but  the  quality  of 
seeds  imported  could  l>e  greatly  improved,  farmers  too  often  are 
supplied  with  seed  that  cannot  be  depended  upon. 

4655.  So  that  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  try  and  educate  the  farmers  on  the  advantages  of  co- 
operation?— Yes,  on  a  small  scale  at  the  commencement. 

4656.  Do  you  approve  of  the  establishment  of  central  wineries 
ori  the  co-operative  principle  by  four  or  five  farmers,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  a  common  cellar? — There  are  great  ditficulties  in  the 
way,  but  it  would  conduce  to  a  more  uniform  quality  and  a  better 
price.     But  these  undertakings  must  not  be  the  result  of  Govern- 

.  ment  initiative.  The  project  must  always  come  from  the  farmers, 
and,  I  repeat,  much  would  depend  on  the  security  received  by  the 
Government. 

4657.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  You  have  alluded  to  the  importation  of 
seeds;  has  the  Agricultural  Department  undertaken  any  experi- 
ments with  different  liinds  of  seeds  in  your  district? — Not  that  I 
know  of.  What  I  meant  by  my  remark  was  that  you  cannot  get  a 
good  reliable  seed.  Last  year  certain  people  were  importing  Al- 
gerian seed  oats  and  advertising  the  article  largely,  but  it  was 
nothing  of  the  sort.  The  sample  sold  arrived  just  liefore  the 
ploughing  season.  I  sent  in  a  sample  to  the  Department  to  have  it 
analysed  and  I  got  an  awful  report  upon  it.  A  law  should  be 
passed  prohiljiting  the  importation  and  sale  of  seed  which  is  a 
spurious  article.  It  is  put  on  the  market  and  advertised,  and  the 
people  are  now  taking  orders  for  the  next  ploughing  season. 
Perhaps  a  week  before  ploughing  begins  the  seed  will  arrive  in 
Table  Ba^^  reaching  here  just  in  time  to  be  sown.  If  it  is  bad  the 
farmer  is""  landed,"  and  I  can  assure  you  that  oats  are  deteriorating 
very  much.  A  few  years  ago  good  Algerian  seeds  were  received 
in  this  Colony,  but  since  then  deterioration  has  been  very  marked, 
and  it  has  taken  on  rust.  I  was  plainly  informed  by  a  firm  the 
other  (lav  that  no  decent  seed  is  imported  because  to  do  so  does  not 
pay.  That  is  a  matter  in  which  the  Government  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  could  very  materially  assist  us. 
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4658.  Mr.  Owen- Lew  is.]  Mr.  Pienaar,  you  are  a  MinisI.er  of  tlit^. 
Dulcli  Refornieil  Churcli,  and  !he  head  of  the  Industrial  School  at 
Uitenhagef — Yes.     I  started  the  school,  and  am  Secretary  of  it. 

4059.  The  object  of  that  school  is  to  train  poor  whites  in  different 
trades? — Yes. 

-1660.  In  what  trades? — We  teach  them  carpentry,  wagon  and 
cart  building,  wheelwright  work,  blacksmith  work,  farriery,  shoe- 
niaking  and  tailoring,  and,  in  addition,  all  the  boys  work  in  the 
garden.  We  have  about  10  acres  of  ground,  and  unless  a  boy  is 
physically  incai)acitated,  they  all  do  a  certain  amount  of  garden- 
ing. We  sometimes  have  a  deformed  boy,  who  can  only  engage  in 
shoe-making. 

4661.  How  many  pupils  have  you? — We  have  a  few  under  80  at 
))resent,  some  having  recently  left.  We  have  more  a})plications  for 
jidmission  than  we  can  overtake,  or  than  we  can  find  room  for  in 
the  school. 

4662.  The  Commission  has  been  requested  to  inquire  into  the 
best  means  of  establishing  a  Board  of  Technical  Instruction  and  to 
organise  a  system  of  State-aided  technical  instruction.  Do  you 
consider  it  would  be  of  advantage,  if  a  small  Board  were  appointed, 
consisting  of  three  or  four  practical  and  experienced  men,  to  draw 
up  some  scheme  under  which  a  system  of  technical  instruction, 
aided  by  the  State,  could  be  put  in  force  in  different  parts  of  the 
Colony? — It  all  depends  on  how  the  Board  is  constituted,  and  the 
functions  of  the  Board  must  be  specified  very  distinctly.  To  get 
good  men,  really  capable  of  sitting  on  such  a  Board,  would  be  rather 
dilficult.  They  must  be  educated,  well-equipped  men,  knowing 
something  about  technical  education.  And  what  is  still  more 
requisite  is,  that  such  a  Board  must  find  a  person  who  is  simply 
full  of  and  enthusiastic  upon  the  subject.  I  have  just  been 
reading  a  book,  written  by  a  negro  in  South  America, 
where  he  has  done  wonders  in  the  way  of  technical  edu- 
cation— education  which  is  industrial  as  well  as  academic; 
and  I  think  his  great  success  is  due  to  himself  person- 
ally. The  i)ersonal  element  ought  to  be  emphasised.  With  the 
permission  of  this  Commission,  I  will  give  a  short  history  of  the 
Tii^litulion  at  Uitenhage.  It  was  about  eleven  or  twelve  years  ago 
that  the  eyes  of  all  thinking  people,  and  those  who  take  aii  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Colony,  were  opened  to  the  existence  of  so 
many  ])oor  whites,  whose  parents  had  once  owned  property,  but 
who,  fi'om  one  cause  or  another,  had  become  impoverished,  and,  to 
nse  a  slang  term,  were  "going  to  the  dogs."  Both  our  Tarliament- 
aiy  friends  and  also  people  in  the  Church  saw  this,  and  the  matter 
was  discussed.  Then  Industrial  Schools  were  started.  One  was 
eslablished  in  Cape  Town  by  a  few  friends  of  mine.  Ministers  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Churcli,  assisted  by  the  Superintendent-General  of 
Education,  and  another  was  opened  at  Uitenhage  a  cou])le  of 
months  aftt-rwards.  We  coninuMieed  o])ei'alions  on  (|uit(>  different 
lines.  In  Cape  Town  Ihe  l)o\s  were  appi'eiiticed,  and  each  brought 
in  £1  a  month  lo  Ihe  Inslituiion,  being  the  amount  which  they 
earned.  The  l)oys  were  therefore  awa\'  the  whole  day,  and  I  used 
to  call  it  an  Industrial  Home  instead  of  an  Industrial  School.  Al 
Uitenhage  we  refused  to  apprentice  boys.  (Jovernment,  through 
Sir  Pictcr  Faure,  made  us  an  offer  lo  lake  twentv  boys  into  the  Loco. 
shops  at  Uitenhage,  and  pa\    us  CI   a  month  for  each,  ;ind  some  of 
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my  friends  on  (lui  coniinitlcc  were  ready  to  acce[)l,  l)ui  I  objected, 
and  when  I  gave  my  reasons  they  yielded.  I  hold  that  we  are  not 
only  responsible  for  their  manual  and  intellectual  but  for  their 
n>oral  training  also.  Dr.  Muir  ])ai(l  a  capitation  grant  of  £15  for 
each  boy,  so  that  the  school  cost  the  Goverumeni  more  than  the 
one  in  Cape  Town,  but  our  results  were  such  that  the  Superintend- 
ent-Gene]'al  had  to  admii  that  oui'  system  was  far  l)etter,  not  be- 
cause I  had  anything  to  do  with  it;  \m[  it  is  a  real  success,  and 
the  (Jape  Town  one  is  closed.  To  a  very  great  extent  I  attribute 
the  success  of  our  Institution  to  the  fact"  that  we  obtained  a  good 
man,  who  had  been  in  an  Industrial  School  in  Scotland,  and  we 
appointed  him  "house-father,"  as  well  as  superintendent  over  the 
works.  We  made  a  mistake  when  we  began  our  work  in  putting 
in  for  three  years,  as  head  of  the  school,  a  man  who  was  a  first-class 
cabinet-maker,  but  who  knew  nothing  of  organising,  keeping  the 
book's,  and  working  the  Institution  generally.  The  result  was  that 
we  had  no  success  at  all  for  three  years.  But  I  wrote  to  two  educa- 
tionists in  Scotland,  Dr.  Maurice  Paterson,  who  is  at  the  head  of 
the  Training  Institution  in  connection  with  tlie  Free  Church  of 
Scotland,  and  another  gentleman  in  Aberdeen  connected  Avith  the 
Established  Church  of  Scotland.  We  got  these  two  gentlemen  to 
advertise  for  qualified  men  and  to  select  about  ten  of  the  best 
applicants.  This  they  did,  and  they  sent  us  also  out  the  testimonials 
of  the  men  they  had  chosen  for  the  "  short  leet  "  of  ten.  We  sifted 
these  and  submitted  the  names  and  credentials  of  the  three  most 
likely  candidates  to  Dr.  Muir,  who  agreed  with  us  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  be  very  careful  in  our  selection.  Having  had  experience 
of  the  first  three  years,  I  saw  that  eveiything  depended  upon  the 
man  who  was  at  the  head,  and  we  therefore  secured  a  s])len(lid 
man — a  Scotchman — who  is  still  with  us.  I  may  say  that  Dr.  Muir 
has  so  much  confidence  in  our  superintendent  that  he  asked  the 
committee  to  allow  him  to  inspect  similar  Institutions  in  the  Col- 
ony and  report  to  him. 

4663.  Did  he  do  so  ? — Yes,  he  sent  in  a  report.  He  and  a  Deputy 
Inspector  of  Schools  in  the  ordinary  standards  made  the  inspec- 
tion, and  our  su})erintendent  rei)orted  u[)on  the  industrial  de^jart- 
ment.  His  report  was  not  printed,  l)eing  furnished  ju'lvately  to 
Dr.  Muir,  simply  as  a  guide.  I  repeat  that  our  school  is  an  entire 
success.  Of  course,  it  is  nothing  like  the  institutions  of  the  same 
kind  ihey  have  in  America,  where  they  do  things  on  a  large  scale. 

4664.  C/iairmnn.]  Has  the  school  increased  in  numbers? — Yes, 
and  I  could  treble  the  number  to-day,  but  I  cannot  take  more.  Our 
dining-room  would  be  too  small,  and  we  cannot  extend  further. 
We  think  that  schools  ought  to  be  started  in  other  parts  of  the  Col- 
ony, or,  if  we  have  to  extend,  we  ought  to  receive  financial  aid. 

4665.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  In  your  opinion  there  is  room  for  similar 
schools? — Yes,  judging  from  the  applications  sent  to  us.  I  get  let- 
ters from  different'parts,  and  I  send  out  printed  forms,  which  have 
to  be  hlled  in  and  signed  by  a  Magistrate.  I  then  send  a  number 
of  the  forms,  filled  in,  to  Dr.  Muir  as  head  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment, and  when  these  are  returned  we  select  as  many  ap])licants 
as  we  can  admit,  and  the  others  have  to  wait. 

4666.  You  believe,  therefore,  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  estab- 
lish similar  schools  in  other  iiarts  of  the  Colony  ?— We  must  either 
extend  our  Uitenhage  school  or  others  must  be  opened.  Dr.  Muir 
pays  a  grant  to  some  of  our  trade  teachers,  and  he  pays  half  the 
grant  to  the  Trincipal,  also  £50  towards  the  salary  of  the  Matron. 
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All  Uie  arlicles  tluil  are  made  in  tlie  school  are  sold,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds contril)ute  to  onr  maintenance  as  an  Institution,  besides 
which  our  garden  pays  to  a  certain  extent,  for  we  send  onr  surplus 
vfoetaljles  and  other  produce  to  the  marl^^et.  Of  course,  we  can 
only  make  ends  meet,  and  arc  very  glad  to  be  able  to  do  so.  When 
we  were  compelled  to  add  to  our  dormitory  accommodation  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Uitt'nhage  allowed  me  to  mortgage  the 
Church  property,  by  which  means  we  raised  £2,000,  and  Dr.  Muir 
assists  us  by  paying  the  interest. 

4667.  What  is  the  cost  of  maintaining  your  Industrial  School? 
— I  think  between  £1,200  and  £l,oOO  per  annum  for  80  pupils,  but  I 
will  send  a  copy  of  our  last  financial  statement  to  the  Commission. 

4668.  Chair7nan.']  Does  that  include  every  item  of  outlays- 
Yes.  Living  in  Uitenhage  is  rather  cheap  so  far  as  vegetables,  etc., 
are  concerned.  We  feed  our  boys  from  our  own  garden  which  re- 
duces the  cost.  We  also  clotlu^  the  boys.  The  i)arents  do  not  pay 
a  farthing. 

4669.  Do  you  only  take  the  poorest  boys  f — We  take  paupers. 
If  a  i)arenf  offers  to  pay  even  a  shilling  a  month  the  door  is  closed. 

4670.  Mr.  Rugers.']  How  long  do  the  Iwys  remain  ? — We  do  not 
take  any  pupil  for  less  than  three  years.  W"e  admit  boys  at  any 
age  l)etween  13  and  17.  Formerly  we  admitted  at  a  lower  age,  but 
we  found  that  a  l)oy  of  12,  unless  he  is  well  developed  physically, 
cannot  l)e  [)ut  to  a  trade.  If  a  boy  is  13,  he  must  stay  for  five  years, 
under  a  written  contract,  and  during  that  period  the  parents  have 
nothing  to  say.  The  contract  is  drawn  on  the  lines  of  the  Master 
and  Servant  Act,  so  that  if  a  l)oy  absconds,  he  is  reported  to  the 
police,  he  is  arrested,  and  the  Magistrate  sends  him  to  us  for  pun- 
ishment. I  may  give  you  an  illustration  of  the  success  of  our 
system,  'i  he  parents  of  a  boy  wanted  him  to  learn  carpentry,  but 
we  did  nol  allow  that,  as  out  ot  80  boys,  75  will  select  that  trade. 
He  was  an  ablebodied,  strong  boy,  rather  well  connected,  and  we 
jnd  him  to  the  shoe-making  trade.  He  absconded  to  the  district 
from  which  he  had  come,  and  we  sent  the  police  after  him  and  he 
was  arrested  and  l)r()ught  l)ack  to  our  Uitenhage  School,  where  he 
was  punished  and  once  more  put  to  his  work.  His  father  and 
mother,  venerable  looking  and  nice  people,  both  came  to  see  me  and 
l)egged  with  tears  to  let  the  boy  go  back  with  them,  but  I  was  firm. 
I  said, — "  Leave  the  boy  to  me;  he  is  mine,  because  you  signed  this 
contract.  If  he  can  learn  enough  shoe-making  in  eighteen  months 
or  so  we  will  give  him  a  smattering  of  another  trade,  but,  take  my 
advice,  and  let  him  remain  here."'  They  did  so,  and  the  boy,  be- 
fore he  had  finished  his  three  years,  was  so  well  up  in  his  trade 
lliat,  (hiring  the  absence  of  the  trade  teacher  he  was,  for  some  time, 
real!)'  in  charge  of  the  boys.  During  that  period  also.  Professor  De 
Vos,  who  has  a  similar  Institution  at  Stellenbosch,  asked  us  for  a 
teacher  of  shoemaking,  and  we  let  this  lad  go  there.  He  earned 
£50  a  year  and  his  l)oard  and  lodging,  and  remained  some  time 
until  his  health  gave  way  on  account  of  the  w'et,  cold  Avinters;  and 
he  went  back  to  his  people.  Some  time  ago  he  called  at  Uitenhage 
and  desired  us  to  allow  the  teacher  in  shoemaking  to  accompany 
him  to  Port  h>li/-ai)etii  to  purchase  tools,  as  he  intended  to  start  his 
own  business.  We  granted  iiis  reipiest,  and  now  l\v.  is  doing  well 
for  himself,  and  helps  lo  support  his  parents 

4()7l.  How  would  \i>u  suggest  that  tlie  (loveniinenl  shduld  sel 
ahoul  "stablishing  similar  sch()<ils  '.  Do  you  approve  of  getting 
three  or  fnur  men  of  niacl  ical  cxpeiii'iicc  in  this  kind  of  work,  and 
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forming  them  into  a  Board,  so  llial  I  hey  may  collect  information 
as  to  what  could  be  clone  lowards  increasing  the  sco])e  of  these 
educational  eil'orts ? — i\o  harm  would  be  done  it  one  or  two,  en-  per- 
haps three  men  were  appointed  to  gain  all  I  he  recpiired  informa- 
tion. Our  superintcntlent  at  Uilenhage,  to  whom  1  have  referred, 
would  be  able  to  give  valuable  assistance  in  lliese  inquiries.  But 
it  should  not  be  a  permanent  .Board,  and  1  would  Hke  it  to  be  sub- 
ordinate to  the  Education  Department.  1  must  say  that  if  Dr. 
Muir  once  has  faith  in  the  peo])lc  runni)ig  such  an  Institution,  he 
is  most  sympathetic,  and  wc  can  do  a  great  deal  with  his  aid  when 
it  in  a  genuine  thing,  and  he  sees  that  a  serious  effort  is  being  made 
in  me  cause  of  education.  The  Board  should  not  be  composed  of 
many  members.  If  you  have  any  men  appointed  who  are  more 
given  to  theorising  than  practical"  work,  it  will  be  a  great  draw- 
back. People  are  apt  to  engage  in  the  working  of  such  a  school 
encumbered  by  too  much  machinery,  but  it  all  depends  on  the 
nature  of  the  school,  whether  it  "is  the  intention  to  establish 
technical  schools  for  poor  whites  or  for  a  better  class  of  boys,  i 
should  explain  that  our  object  was  not  in  the  first  place  to  make 
complete  artisans,  first-rate  carpenters  or  tradesmen  of  any  other 
sort,  of  the  boys.  Our  aim  was  to  enable  them  to  earn  their  own 
living,  making  "  handy  men  "  of  them,  so  that  they  could  go  out 
to  farms  if  they  inclined  to  that  mode  of  life.  But  some  of  our 
pupils  have  shown  such  a  natural  aptitude  for  the  branch  of  skilled 
industry  in  which  they  have  I'eceived  a  training,  that  they  have 
really  become  first-rate  artisans.  One  of  our  pupils,  who  learned 
to  be  a  blacksmith  and  farrier  at  our  school,  is  now  the  assistant 
trade  teacher.  After  serving  his  three  years  with  us,  he  was  two 
years  in  the  Loco,  shops,  and  has  now  been  two  years  assistant  to 
our  trade  teacher  Avho  is  a  finished  carriage  smith.  Our  teacher  in 
that  branch  is  about  to  leave  us  and  the  superintendent  suggested, 
before  I  left  Uitenhage,  that  this  pupil  of  ours  should  be  appointed 
to  the  ijosition,  such  is  the  confidence  he  had  in  his  ability. 

i(j72.  Assuming  that  the  Government  wanted  to  start  a  num- 
ber of  schools  similar  to  your  Uitenhage  Institution,  what  method 
of  doing  so  would  you  suggest  ? — This  ju'oposed  Board  could  be 
appointed  to  acquire  all  the  needful  information  and  to  prepare  a 
scheme  that  would  l)e  workable. 

4073.  If  you  find  a  boy  has  an  ai)titude  for  a  particular  trade, 
do  you  keep  him  on  at  it  and  teach  him  as  much  as  possil)le? — 
Yes,  in  such  a  case  we  advise  the  parents  to  leave  him  with  us 
after  his  contract  has  expired,  but  the  bulk  of  the  boys  do  not  be- 
come finished  artisans.  At  the  same  time  the  training  proves  to 
be  most  useful.  The  restrictions  and  rules  of  discipline  are  an 
education  in  themselves.  As  regards  book-teaching,  we  bring 
them  up  to  the  Sixth  Standard,  and  everyone  who  leaves  that 
school  knows  hov\^  to  handle  his  tools,  so  that  they  are  more  in 
demand  at  the  Loco,  shops  than  an  ordinary  raw  labourer.  "When 
they  have  finished  their  time  there  is  an  understanding  between 
the  head  of  the  shops  and  our  superintendent  that  they  should  get 
situations,  if  any  are  vacant,  at  the  Government  Works. 

4674.  Is  it  your  experience  that  boys  trained  in  your  Institution 
have  done  well  ^^hen  they  have  gone  out  to  the  world  (-  1  may 
give  an  instance  of  that.  Three  boys  of  one  family  were  once  ad- 
mitted. We  put  one  to  the  shoe-making,  the  older  brother  was  put 
with  the  wheelwright,  and  the  oldest  went  into  the  blacksmith's 
shop.     We  were  verv  fortunate  in  taking  this  course  with  the  eldest 
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boy,  because  he  seems  to  be  a  born  metal-worker.  He  can  manipii- 
I;Ue  iron  a.s  slvilfully  as  a  car))ent(n'  works  with  wood.  The  car- 
penter and  blaclvsmith  have  set  up  for  themselves,  the  one  making 
the  woodworiv  of  the  wagons  and  the  other  the  ironwork.  To-day 
ihey  ai'e  owners  of  fixed  property,  and  are  doing  si)lendidly  in  an- 
other town.  Some  pujjils  return  to  their  parents  when  tlieir  tinu' 
is  up.  It  is  possiljle  enough  that  when  so  many  boys  are  turned 
out  they  do  not  all  prove  a  success,  but  so  far  the"  results  have  Ijeen 
very  satisfactory. 

4675.  You  think  that  a  small  Board  would  be  preferable  to  a 
large  one  ? — Yes,  a  small  Board,  which  would  continually  be  in 
touch  with  the  Superintendent-General  of  Education.  A  temporary 
Board  should  be  all  that  is  necessary  to  make  inquiries  and  rei)ort. 

4676.  il/r.  Abrahamson.]  Do  you  teach  your  ])oys  farming!' — Only 
gardening.  It  has  been  an  idea  of  mine  for  some  time  that  it  would 
be  a  grand  thing  if  we  could  do  what  our  Roman  Catholic  friends 
have  done,  purchase  a  large  farm — the  Government  should  do  it — 
and  have  a  thoroughly  qualified  man  at  the  head  to  teach  several 
trades  and  farming  as  well.  I  feel  much  more  strongly  than  I  used 
to  do  on  the  subject  since  reading  the  book  I  have  mentioned.  At 
this  negro's  institution  they  have  a  large  pile  of  buildings,  they  do 
farming,  they  have  their  own  dairy,  and  they  practically  study  the 
diseases  of  sheep  and  cattle.  That  would  be  a  s])lendid  enterprise 
for  this  Colony,  only  it  would  involve  the  expenditure  of  a  large 
sum  of  money. 

4677.  Is  there  a  large  number  of  poor  whites  in  the  country? — 
Yes,  and  they  are  increasing. 

4678.  3Ir.  Ousthvis('7i.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  Government 
giving  a  training  in  technical  instruction  at  farm  schools  for  poor 
whites? — Yes,  'I  a])prove  of  that  idea.  I  firmly  ])elieve  that  work- 
ing with  the  hand  assists  mental  development;  the  one  goes  with 
the  other. 

4679.  Mr.  Ahrahainson.]  Is  it  the  case  that  each  l)oy  costs  you 
about  £15  a  year? — That  is  the  mere  food.  Dr.  Muir  pays  £15  a 
year  towards  the  l)oard  of  each  boy.  Then  we  have  one  (U'  two 
ijoys  under  another  Act.  These  boys  are  sent  to  us  by  tlte  Magis- 
trate; we  cannot  refuse  them  if  we  have  room.  For  these  lioys 
we  get  £18  a  year  each.  When  we  started  the  school  about  eleven 
vears  ajjo  we  beyan  work  with  fortv-five  bovs  at  once,  which  was 
our  first  mistake.  A  good  many  of  them  were  l)ig  boys,  and  they 
took  matters  in  their  own  hands,  as  we  did  not  have  a  trained 
superintendent.  Three  boys  were  sent  to  us  whose  parents,  Ave 
found  out,  were  not  so  poor,  but  that  they  could  Jiave  sent  their  sons 
to  ordinary  schools,  and  we  promptly  sent  them  back. 

4680.  If  such  a  farm  as  you  have  mentioned  were  (>stal)lished 
as  an  echicational  and  industrial  training  institution,  would  it  be 
easier  to  induce  ))oor  white  children  to  go  (here  than  to  a  town 
sciiool,  and  would  there  be  an\-  bcllrr  results? — It  is  possible  Ihey 
would  prefer  the  farm  scliool,  l)ul,  in  any  case,  you  will  lind  that 
the  restminl  is  disliked  and  the  l)()ys  ()l)ject  to  work  in  the  garden. 
They  say,  "We  know  all  alioul  tilling  the  ground,  you  cannot  teach 
us  anyliiing  of  that  kind."  The\-  liad  the  same  trouble  in  South 
America.  In  such  schools  where  payments  from  ])arents  are 
accepted,  I  would  strongly  advise  I  he  teaching  of  physics  and 
chemistry,  if  you  wish  to  turn  out  pr(>|)er,  intelligent  farmers,  so 
that  they  may  become  actpiainled  with  the  various  kinds  of  tim- 
ber, soil,  etc.     With   regard   to   institutions  such   as  our  Uitenhage 
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tiidiistrial  School,  the  important  factor  is  the  kind  of  man  you  have! 
ai  the  head.  You  may  not  oet  a.  good  man  as  wo  have,  but  you 
ntH'd  not  gel  a  horn  failui'e.  You  want  a  man  whose  sym[)alhies  are 
strong,  and  who  can  enter  into  tlie  lixcs  of  ilicsc  ixiys",  and  you  will 
then  make  the  thing  a  success. 

4G81.  Chairman.]  tlnw  other  indaslrial  seiiools  itecn  a.s  success- 
ful as  the  one  at  Uitenhage  f— The  one  established  in  Cai)e  Town  is 
dead,  and  they  have  one  at  Worcester,  but  I  have  never  been  there 
to  ,see  H.  Dr.  Muir  has  told  me  more  tluui  once  that  of  all  these 
schools  the  one  which  is  a  real  success  is  our  Uitenhage  Institu- 
tion; and,  as  an  indication  of  that,  we  get  ai)|)lications  from  all 
parts  of  the  Colony,  including  the  Western  Provinci;.  In  order  to 
secure  success  you  must  adhere  strictly  to  your  rules. 

4682.  Do  the  other  Industrial  Schools  get  the  same  support  as 
the  one  at  Uitenhage^ — I  do  not  know. 

4683.  Mr.  Abrahainson.]  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  i)resenl  facili 
ties  in  connection  with  the  existing  Industrial  Schools  are  insufli 
cient  to  cope  with  the  problem  of  the  pooi'  white? — I  could  fill  our 
school  three  times,  and  I  should  say  that  we  never  take  a  boy 
whose  ])arents  do  not  reside  in  the  Colony.  We  get  applications 
from  the  Orange  River  Colony  and  the  Transvaal,  "but  long  Ijefore 
these  territories  became  one  with  this  Colony,  it  was  decided  that 
we  should  not  admit  a  single  boy  from  across  the  river. 

4684.  Chair/nan.]  Do  the  boys  generally  give  satisfaction  and  l)e- 
come  good  citizens? — As  a  rule  they  do;  the  results  are  generally 
satisfactory,  but,  of  course,  the  boys  do  not  usually  become  finished 
mechanics.  Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  the  book  know- 
ledge gained,  the  technical  instruction,  the  rules  of  discipline,  and 
the  general  influence  of  the  Institution,  the  effects  are  salutary,  and 
in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  one  hundred  we  are  not  disappointed. 

4685.  Mr.  Abrahainson.]  Is  the  physical  and  intellectual  material 
you  have  to  work  with  satisfactory? — Yes;  on  our  application 
forms  I  have  added  a  question  which  is  not  printed.  This  addi- 
tion to  the  queries  has  been  made  because  we  have  had  one  or 
two  cases  in  which  l)oys  were  sent  to  us  Avho  were  physically  un- 
fit, suffering  from  heart  disease  or  some  other  ailment.  We  now 
stipulate  that  no  boy  shall  be  admitted  unless  he  has  passed  a 
doctor's  examination,  because  the  school  is  not  a  hos])ital. 

4686.  Mr.  Chren-Lfnois.]  Do  the  [)upils  take  part  in  any  games? — 
Yes,  in  football  and  cricket.  I  should  like  very  much  to  organise 
an  instrumental  band  if  the  funds  w^ould  permit.  I  may  add  that 
the  different  trade  teachers  receive  a  bonus  of  5  per  cent. 
on  the  })rofits  from  the  sale  of  articles  made  in  the  school,  over 
and  above  their  salary.  No  doubt,  w^hen  you  begin  such  an  under- 
taking, there  wdll  be  obstacles  to  overcome.  One  of  the  chief  of 
these  will  be  that  the  parents,  as  well  as  the  boys  themselves,  will 
say,  "  We  know  enough  of  farming  and  you  cannot  teach  them  or 
us  anything  of  that."  But  this  difficulty  will  be  smooth(Ml  away  if 
a  qualified  man  is  sent  into  the  <lifferent  districts  to  ex])lain  mat- 
tt^vi-  l)]ainly  to  these  people,  and  it  will  he  found  that  they  are 
open  to  conviction,  and  this  will  go  a  great  length  towards  favour- 
al)ly  influencing  the  class  you  wish  to  deal  with  in  the  establish- 
ment of  an  Industrial  School. 

Johannes  Jacobus  Liebenberr/,  examined. 

4687.  Chairman.]  Are  you  a  farmer?— I  am  both  a  grain-farmer 
and  a  stock-farmer;  mv  farm  is  a  mixed  one. 
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4688.  Do  you  know  the  object  of  this  Commission? — I  do,  more 
or  less. 

4689.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  a  Local  Com- 
luittee  in  each  Fiscal  Division  to  be  elected  l)y  the  landowners  and 
farmers,  to  act  between  the  Government  and  the  farminu;  com- 
munity?— Most  decidedly.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing, 
and  is  highly  necessary. 

4690.  Should  they  be  elected  in  each  Field  cornetcy? — Yes. 

4691.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  constitution  of  an  Agricultural 
Council  as  mentioned  in  the  Memorandum  before  you? — Yes.  I 
think  they  should  be  elected  by  the  voters,  that  is,  the  landowners 
and  tenant  farmers.  In  my  opinion,  that  would  be  much  fairer 
than  any  other  method. 

4692.  And  are  you  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture,  an 
Advisory  Board,  consisting  of  members  representing  each  Legisla- 
tive Council  Circle? — I  think  that  has  too  wide  a  scope,  and  we 
sliould  limit  ourselves  to  the  first  two  bodies  mentioned.  Lhey 
would  be  quite  sufficient,  in  my  opinion,  and  they  could  arrange 
for  a  periodical  conference  amongst  themselves. 

4693.  Mr.  Rubirh/e.]  How  often  would  you  suggest  this  Council 
should  meet  '. — It  all  depends  upon  circumstances  and  the  ques- 
lions  that  might  arise;  perhaps  once  or  twice  in  the  year. 

4694.  Would  the  resolutions  of  these  Councils  be  sul)mitted  to 
Government? — Yes.  The  last  proposition  about  a  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture is,  I  think,  going  a  bit  too  far. 

4695.  Mr.  Orpen^  What  method  would  you  propose  to  convey 
the  opinions  of  the  Congress  or  Conference  to  the  Government  ? — I 
would  put  it  on  the  same  basis  as  the  last  Beaufort  West  Scab  Con- 
ference;  and  presided  over  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture.  All 
resolutions  could  l)e  submitted  to  the  Government  through  that 
Minister. 

4696.  Mr.  Blaine.]  You  think  tliat  three  l)odies  would  be  rather 
too  many? — Yes. 

4697.  Would  you  have  the  large  Council  advising  or  consulting 
witli  the  Secretary  for  Agriculture? — No,  I  would  say  they  shoukl 
send  in  their  reports. 

469H.  Do  you  mean  a  sort  of  Executive  Committee? — Yes. 

4699.  To  take  the  place  of  the  suggested  Board? — Yes. 

4700.  Mr.  Ou-cn-Lcivis.]  Do  you  believe  that  the  establishment  of 
these  Local  Committees  would  do  good  in  the  direction  of  strength- 
ening the  position  of  the  farming  community? — Decidedly  so.  In 
fact,  I  have  long  thought  such  a  system  is  much  required  for  the 
benefit  of  our  agricultural  districts. 

470L  Do  you  approve  of  the  proposal  tliat  the  Civil  Commis- 
sioiier  sliould  preside  over  the  meetings  of  these  Local  Committees? 
— There  mav  sometimes  l)e  a  little  diificulty  as  to  that.  1  think 
th.it  should  "be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  farmers  themselves. 

4702.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  danger  of  politics  luMug 
introduced  into  these  Committees? — It  would  be  a  very  sad  thing 
if  that  occurred. 

4703.  It  is  said  that  if  the  Civil  Commissioner  presideil,  his  pre- 
sence would  be  calculated  to  keep  jjolitics  out  of  the  discussions. 
What  do  you  tliink  ^     Lerliai)s  it   would  work  well. 

4704.  In  your  opinion  would  tiic  siigg(>sted  reforms,  witli  a  few 
modifications,  be  for  the  ^ood  of  the  couidry? — Yes. 

470;").  Do  you  tliink  tberf  woidd  be  any  difficulty  in  o])taining 
good  men  to  serve  on  the  Local  Committees  and  on  the  Council? — 
There  should  not  be  any  difficulty. 
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4706.  You  think  that  the  leailiiii,'  farmers  would  Ix-.  most  willing 
lo  coiDo  forward? — Yes,  most  willing. 

4707.  Do  you  think  these  C-ommittees  and  the  Council  should 
be  paid  their  expenses  f — 1  do. 

4708.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  Agricultural  Department,  as 
ii  at  pi:esent  exists,  is  in  touch  willi  the  farming  community'^ — ^I 
do  not  ihink  so. 

;  4709.  Is  it  the  case  that  the  fanners  in  your  district  know  very 
little  ;d)ont  the  Department? — ^Yes,  and  in  their  opinion  they  de- 
live  very  little  benefit  from  it.  I  can  give  one  instance  in  connec- 
tion with  water  boring.  If  you  send  a  bottle  of  water  to  be  analysed, 
and  they  do  not  know  you,  they  never  will  analyse  it,  unless  you 
send  a  cheque  with  the  sample.  That  may  be  good  enough  for 
progressive  men,  but  it  is  a  })ity  that  it  should  happen  to  the  i)oor, 
lower-grade  farmer.  It  is  also  liardly  possible  to  get  analyses  of 
the  soil. 

Dr.  Nobbs: — I  am  very  glad  this  matter  has  been  seriously 
raised,  as  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Agricultural  Department, 
the  Colonial  Olifice  having  charge  of  these  analytical  duties. 

4710.  Chairmtm.]  Would  you  agree  to  a  sN'stem  whereby  the 
Government  may  advance  money  on  loan  to  farmers  on  the  £  for 
£  principle,  for  imi)rovements  on  their  ])roperties,  the  Divisional 
Council  levying  a  special  agricultural  rate? — Yes,  I  quite  approve 
of  that. 

4711.  Do  you  think  the  rest  of  the  community  would  be  satis- 
fied with  such  an  arrangement  ? — I  do  not  supi)ose  everybody 
would  be  satisfied,  but,  according  to  my  mind,  if  we  were  to  wait 
initil  an  classes  and  sections  were  satisfied,  vve  would  never  arrive 
at  any  benefit. 

4712.  You  are  of  opinion  that  the  farmers  should  be  assisted  by 
the  Government? — Yes. 

4712a.  And  that  there  is  still  great  room  for  improvement  in 
agriculture  in  the  Colony? — Yes,  in  my  opinion. 

4/13.  In  which  way? — I  would  refer  to  the  manner  in  which  we 
have  progressed  during  the  last  two  years,  since  the  railway  was 
openeil.  If  I  could  look  fonvard  to  other  facilities  being  granted 
in  order  that  we  could  secure  a  better  market,  the  i)rospect  would 
be  still  more  hopeful.  We  consider  we  should  have  a  Preferential 
Hallway  Tarif!'  to  enable  us  to  compete  with  im])orted  produce, 
some  sort  of  protection.      That  would  materially  help  the  farmer. 

4714.  Chairman.]  Has  the  railway  increased  your  grain  jiroduc- 
tion? — Yes,  by  50  per  cent. 

4715.  Mr.  fhimi-LpwisP\  Are  the  majority  of  farms  in  your  dis- 
trict bonded? — Yes. 

AIMS.  Farmers  whose  properties  are  bonded  would  find  it  very 
ditncult,  would  they  not,  to  raise  money  to  carry  out  improvements 
on  their  bond? — Yes. 

4717.  And  if  they  succeeded  they  would  have  to  pay  a  Idgh 
rate  of  interest? — Yes. 

471S.  Would  the  Government  be  doing  good  work  by  advancing 
money  to  individual  farmers  to  construct  dams  and  other  re{)roduc- 
tive  works  on  their  farms? — Yes. 

4719.  You  think  that  would  assist  towards  ihe  general  develo])- 
mcnt  of  the  Colony? — I  do. 

4720.  Are  there  in  your  districi  a  nuinlier  of  farms  that  could 
be  greatly  improved  and  made  to  yield  a  greater  production  if  the 
farmers  had  cajntal  available  to  ini|)rove  the  land,  and  is  the  Gov 
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ernnient  the  only  source  from  which  such  aid  is  available,  the  far- 
mer himself  not  l)eing  able  to  raise  capital  because  of  the  existing 
morliiage!' — Yes;  only  recently  a  couple  of  energetic  farmers  came 
into  our  district  and  wished  to  purchase  farms,  but  could  not  raise 
a  bond. 

4721.  Mr.  Abrnhamson.]  Why  ? — The  different  banks  would  not 
advance  them  money  in  proportion  to  the  price  at  which  they  had 
to  buy.     The  banks  allow  very  little  on  these  properties. 

4722.  Mr.  Orpen.]  Was  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  very 
much  less  than  the  amount  which  they  had  to  pay  for  the  farms? 
— Yes.  I  should  like  to  add  that  much  good  would  l)e  derived  if 
various  grass  seeds  could  be  introduced  by  the  Government,  so  that 
we  could  utilise  land  for  our  stock,  which  is  at  present  occupied 
by  the  Rhenosterbosch.  We  are  prepared  to  remove  the  bush  if  we 
could  only  get  the  seed. 

4723.  Dr.  Nobis.]  Do  you  think  the  Agricultural  Department 
ought  to  find  out  what  pastvire  you  could  grow  there? — Yes. 

4723a.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  ascertained,  even  if  it  cost  some 
monev? — I  do. 


Friday,  13th  January,  1905. 

PRESENT : 

P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 

Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C.  G.  Elaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.  0.  A.  Oostliuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

L.  Al)rahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Dr.  E.  Nobbs  (Expert 

Adviser). 

Bernardvs  Zibee  Stegmann,  examined. 

4724.  Chai7"man.]  You  live  at  Willowmiore? — Yes. 

4725.  You  are  Mayor  of  that  plade? — Yes. 

472(5.  Do  you  know  the  object  of  this  Commission? — Yes,  from 
tht  Memorandum  and  letter  I  received. 

4727.  Are  you  in  favour  of  there  being  a  Local  Committee  of 
Agriculture  in  each  Eiscal  Division  elected  by  the  different  Wards? 
— Yes. 

4728.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  eacliWard  should  send  one  repre- 
sentative to  this  Committee  or  two? — I  think  one  would  be  sulli- 
cieiit.  There  are  six  Wards  in  each  Fiscal  Division,  and  I  think 
llijil  six  men  would  do  as  much  work  as  Iwelve. 

4729.  How  should  they  be  elech^d? — 1  think  all  llic  valepayers 
ought  to  ))e  allowed  to  vote. 

4730.  Do  not  you  think  thai  these  Committees  will  have  to  per- 
form agricultural  business  pure  and  simple,  and  that  a  good  many 
of  ihe  ratepayers  would  have  no  interest  in  agriculture  '.  Ho  you 
therefore  think  it  right  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  vole? — They 
may  not  have  an  interest,  but  they  have  the  ability,  and  sliould  be 
able  to  judge  wh(^  would  be  the  bt'sl  men  to  select. 

4731.  You  are  in  favour  llicn  of  there  being  a  Local  Commltlee 
in  each  Fiscal  Division? — Yes. 
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4732.  Do  you  apjirnve  of  a  r'ouncil  of  Ayricnllurc?— Yes. 

47;]:3.  And  a  Board  of  Ayriculturo? — Yes. 

471)4.  You  are  of  the  opinion  thai  I  he  Local  Coniniittoes  of  A<,'ri- 
cultiiic  in  ihc  dilTcrent  Fiscal  Divisions  niiijlit  successfully  helj)  in 
devol])in-u  agi'iculturo  in  the  diffei-ent  districts? — Decidedly  so. 

47o5.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  these  Local  Committees  should 
noijiinate  the  members  for  the  Council,  ov  that  the  latter  sliould  l)e 
elected  l)\-  the  ratepayers  of  the  division? — I  think  it  would  he  bet- 
ter for  the  ratepayers  to  elect  them.  You  very  seldom  <^et  six  men 
Tith  a  one-sided  opinion,  and  so  yon  would  i^'rhaps  not  send  the 
best  man  to  the  Council. 

4736.  You  do  not  think  that  would  be  calling  too  often  on  the 
electors? — I  think  we  ought  to  go  to  a  little  troulili'  if  we  w;iiil  to 
make  any  progress. 

4737.  Would  you  l)e  in  favour  of  the  members  of  these  Local 
Committees  being  remunerated  for  their  sei-vices? — I  think  it  would 
be  very  hartl  for  a  man  to  come  into  the  town,  and,  ])erhaps,  have 
to  sit  for  two  or  three  days  on  this  Committee,  and  not  have  his 
expenses  i)aid.  T  think  if  his  travelling  expenses  and  board  and 
lodging  could  be  paid,  it  would  l)e  a  good  thing. 

4738.  Mr.  Rnbidge.]  Do  not  you  think  that  you  would  perhaps 
get,  through  your  suggestion,  the  wrong  class  on  these  Committees? 
What  you  w^ant  is  a  patriotic  man,  who  would  sacrifice  his  time 
and  money  for  the  good  of  the  country? — It  is  difficult  for  me  to 
s'ay,  l)ecause  in  different  districts  they  have  different  classes  of 
men.  Perhaps  in  the  Graaff-Reinet  district  you  might  be  able  to 
find  people  willing  to  sacrifice  a  good  deal,  but  I  am  afraid  in  Wil- 
lowmore  the  people  are  always  looking  at  the  £  s.  d. 

4739.  Do  not  you  think  that  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  Divi- 
sional Council  has  given  so  little  satisfaction  is  because  there  is 
remuneration  attached  to  their  membership? — No.  I  cannot  speak 
of  other  districts,  l)ut  our  Divisional  Council  does  its  very  utmost 
for  the  good  of  the  district,  and  the  members  get  very  little  pay. 
I  have  done  everything  in  my  power  to  get  men  in  outlying  dis- 
tricts to  vote  for  members  residing  in  the  towns,  so  as  to  save 
travelling  expenses. 

4740'  Mr.  Blaine.]  You  approve  of  the  principle  of  having  Gov- 
ernment nominees  on  the  Board  of  Agriculture? — Yes,  by  all  means. 

474L  Do  not  you  think  the  number  of  members  of  that  Board, 
which  it  is  proposed  should  be  twenty-seven,  too  many? — Yes;  I 
think  eighteen  would  l)e  sufficient — one  from  each  Electoral  Circle 
and  nine  nominated  l)v  Government. 

4/42.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  best  to  leave  it  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Agriculture  to  elect  such  a  liody  as  they  think  best  ?— Yes,  I 
think  that  would  be  a  good  idea. 

4743.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do'you  think  it  w^ould  be  advisalile  to 
ensure  that  at  least  one  member  of  this  Board  should  be  representa- 
tive of  each  Electoral  Province  in  the  Colony?— Yes. 

4744.  Are  vou  in  favour  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  presiding 
over  the  LocarCommittee  in  each  Fiscal  Division  ?— Yes,  decidedly 
so. 

4745.  Do  vou  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  gettmg 
good  men  to  "serve  on  these  Committees  ?— No  there  would  lu-  no 
(iifficultv. 

4746.  We  have  been  told  that  party  politics  will  be  introduced 
into  these  elections,  and,  consequentlv,  a  great  deal  of  good,  which 
mi<dd   be  done  b\'   the  Committee,  would  be  nullified  '—I   ludieve 
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there  will  l)e  a  good  deal  of  harm,  because  the  political  views  of 
some  of  the  farmers  might  clash  with  the  interests  of  the  Colony. 
I  wish  some  plan  could  l)e  arranged  by  which  Government  nomi- 
nees could  be  placed  on  the  Committee  so  that  we  could  balance 
things  a  bit.  We  must  have  some])ody  to  represent  the  o})])osite 
0])inioi^ 

4747.  Would  you  suggest  that  the  Civil  Commissioner  nomi- 
nate one-third  of  this  Committee? — That  woidd  be  a  very  good 
plan,  and  the  Civil  Commissioner  should  l)e  made  to  attend  the 
meetings,  as  we  find  they  are  a  little  lazy  at  times. 

4748.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  any  property  qualifications 
for  the  members  of  this  Committee? — Yes,  I  think  so.  You  will 
find  the  less  a  man  possesses  the  more  he  has  to  say  in  these 
matters. 

4749.  Taking  it  as  a  whole,  you  think  that  these  reforms  if 
carried  out  would  l)e  l)eneficial  to  the  farming  community? — De- 
cidedly. 

4750.  You  think  it  will  help  to  organise  them  and  strengthen 
tlieir  position? — Not  only  that,  but  it  will  bring  before  the  Govern- 
ment improvements  which  might  be  made  and  will  bring  the  far- 
mers more  in  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Department. 

4751.  Under  the  existing  system  you  have  no  means  of  repre- 
senting the  wants  of  your  district  to  the  Department? — No,  none 
whatever. 

4752.  Do  you  consider  that  the  existing  Department  is  in  touch 
with  the  farmers  throughout  the  countiy? — To  a  certain  extent  it 
is,  but  it  would  he  better  if  we  could  be  brought  into  closer  touch  by 
these  Local  Committees  being  formed,  because  the  Chairman  could 
write  to  the  Department  on  any  matters  of  local  interest,  and  the 
Department  knowing  where  the  letter  came  from  would  give  it 
more  attention  than  they  would  to  any  communication  coming 
from  an  individual  farmer. 

4753.  Have  you  had  any  experience  with  the  Department 
yourself?— A  little. 

4754."  Was  it  satisfactory? — Yes.  It  was  with  regard  to  veteri- 
nary surgeons  and  horses  for  the  district  and  they  treated  me  very 
well. 

4755.  Outside  of  that  you  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Agricultiu'al  Department  ? — No,  I  am  a  stock-farmer  only. 

4756.  Do  you  think  that  farmers  in  your  district  are  satisfietl 
with  the  Agricullnral  De])artment  ? — There  are  some  who  would 
l)e  satisfied,  but  there  are  others  who  are  very  ignorant  of  what  is 
being  done  in  the  Department. 

4757.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  iniiirovemcnt  if  the  i)er- 
manenl  head  of  the  Denartnienl  had  ))ractical  experience  in  farm- 
ing?— I  think  it  would  be  very  difticulf  to  gel  such  a  man  because 
the  disparity  between  the  districts  is  so  great.  \im  lake  a  man 
accustometl  to  farm  in  the  Western  Province^  and  |)ut  iiim  in  the 
Central  Districts  he  would  ikiI   know  what  to  do. 

4758.  Yon  Ihinlv  it  woidd  be  l)ellei'  for  the  permanent  h(>a(l  of 
the  Departint'iit  to  liave  some  gciicial  knowledge  of  agriculture?-  ■ 
My  opinion  is  this,  that  if  the  head  of  I  he  l)ei)aftment  were  to  visit 
Ihe  different  districts  it  would  h('l|)  a.  great  deal  to  bring  him  in 
touch  with  the  people. 

4759.  But  surely  if  a  man  is  to  come  into  touch  with  farmers, 
he  should  know  something  about  farming? — Yes,  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  to  gel  a  man  who  would  be  thai  and  ccmld  conduci  llie 
business  of  the  Dtipartment  as  •well. 
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4760.  Do  you  think  iho  permanent  head  meeting  the  farmers 
and  discussing  matters  with  them  wcndd  serve  any  good  purpose 
if  he  does  not  understand  what  the  farmers  are  bringing  before 
him? — He  must  l)e  very  dull  then.  If  there  were  a  pul)lic  meeting 
called  and  the  farmers  explained  what  they  re(jiiircd  surely  he 
could  understand. 

4761.  But  if  he  has  had  not  practical  experience? — Certainly  it 
would  be  an  improvement  if  you  could  have  a  man  of  that  kind; 
but  I  would  certainly  say  if  he  could  manage  to  travel  about  and 
meet  the  farmers  it  would  help  him  a  great  deal. 

4762.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  ojunion  of  the  following  sug- 
gestion of  a  method  l)y  which  Government  might  grant  financial 
assistance  to  the  agricultural  ])opulation  to  ena1)le  them  to  develop 
their  resources:  By  the  grant  of  loans  to  Divisional  Councils  on  the 
security  of  rates  to  enable  Divisional  Councils  either  to  carry  out 
public  works  for  the  advancement  of  agriculture  in  their  districts, 
or  to  enable  them  to  advance  money  to  Agricultural  Associations 
or  individual  farmers? — I  do  not  think  that  would  Avork  well,  be- 
cause you  will  s]iend  millions  of  money  and  you  will  get  no  return 
for  it.  It  will  be  hard  for  the  Divisional  Council  in  the  first  place 
to  borrow  money  and  give  it  to  the  people. 

4763.  Are  you  in  favour  of  Government  giving  loans  to  private 
individuals  on  the  security  of  their  farms? — By  all  means. 

4764.  How  would  you  do  when  the  farm  is  already  mortgaged? 
— As  a  rule  we  do  not  get  more  than  half  the  value  of  the  farm  ad- 
vanced, so  I  think  the  Government  might  advance  money  up  to 
two-thirds  the  value  if  a  farm  is  already  mortgaged  to  half  its  value. 

4765.  That  can  be  done  now? — I  would  not  go  any  further. 
4/66.  Mr.  Ckven-Lewis.]  What  interest  do  the  farmers  in  your 

district  have  to  pay  for  a  second  mortgage? — Very  few  people  pay 
more  than  6  per  cent.  We  have  very  few  farms  with  a  second  mort- 
gage on  them :  but  you  find  isolated  cases  here  and  there  where 
they  pay  a  little  more  than  7  i)er  cent. 

4767.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Supposing  there  was  a  first  mortgage 
on  the  farm  and  the  owner  wanted  to  borrow  some  more  money, 
what  interest  would  he  have  to  pay? — Seven  per  cent,  or  8  per  cent. 
But  public  bodies  will  not  lend  on  a  second  mortgage  except  on  rare 
occasions. 

4768.  Why  should  the  Government  not  be  allowed  to  go  a  little 
further  than  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  the  farm  considering  the  im- 
provements that  will  be  made  on  the  farm?— It  all  depends  what 
the  improvements  aref  If  a  man  wants  to  borrow  £1,000  to  im- 
prove a  water  scheme  it  is  another  thing.  I  can  tell  you  of  a  man 
who  spent  £3,000  in  laying  pipes,  and  when  the  pipes  were  laid  he 
was  offered  £35,000  for  the  farm,  whereas  previous  to  their  being 
put  down  he  was  ofTered  £10,000,  so  that  I  say  when  he  uses  the 
money  for  such  works  it  is  all  right,  but  when  he  wants  the  money 
for  building  a  nice  house  it  should  not  be  given. 

4769.  You  think  when  he  improves  his  farm  with  regard  to  irri- 
gation the  Government  could  go  a  little  further?— Yes.  If  he  is  to 
be  given  £1,000,  after  he  has  spent  £400  or  £500,  a  man  could  be 
sent  to  inspect  the  work  done  and  see  that  he  is  doing  good  Avork. 

4770.  Mr.  Ahraliamson7\  Are  you  troubled  very  much  with 
jackals  in  vour  district? — Yes. 

4771.  Do  thev  do  much  harm  to  the  farmers?— Yes. 

4772.  Do  yoii  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  Government 
could  assist  the  farmers  in  some  shape  or  form  in  regard  to  fencing 
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their  farms  for  keeping  jaclcals  out? — Yes,  it  would  benefit  the  far- 
mers very  much  if  tliey  could  get  fencing  material  cheaply. 

4773.  Do  you  think  if  Government  either  by  loan  or  by  subsidy 
helped  the  farmers  to  fence  against  jackals  it  would  be  a  good 
thing? — Yes,  I  would  be  in  favour  of  that. 

4774.  Do  they  go  in  for  poisoning  jackals  in  your  district? — • 
Yes, 

4775.  Has  it  made  the  jackals  less? — No. 

4776.  You  do  not  believe  in  poisoning? — No,  I  think  if  Govern- 
ment were  to  offer  a  reward  of,  say,  £400  or  £500  for  an  effective 
means  of  destroying  jackals,  it  would  do  good. 

4777.  You  think  that  the  present  system  of  paying  for  jackal 
tails  does  a  lot  of  good  ? — Yes. 

4778.  But  you  say  they  are  not  getting  less? — The  great  fault  is 
with  your  farmers  themselves.  You  find  one  very  energetic,  while 
another  is  not. 

4779.  Therefore  you  think  jackal  fencing  will  do  more  good 
than  poisons? — In  some  districts.  Our  districts  are  mountains, 
and  with  sluits  and  bushes  it  is  difficult  to  fence. 

4780.  Cannot  the  sluits  be  filled  up? — I  am  afraid  not. 

4781.  Mr.  Rvbidge.]  Are  you  aware  that  fences  have  been  put 
up  in  mountainous  districts? — I  think  in  the  Jansenville  district  I 
have  seen  some  of  them,  but  I  must  say  on  my  farm  there  is  a 
mountain  1,700  feet  high,  and  very  rocky,  and  I  would  find  it  very 
diflicult  to  fence  there. 

4782.  Mr.  Oosthnisen.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  electors 
of  the  Local  Comtiiittees  discussing  any  matters  of  interest  to  them 
Avith  those  elected? — Yes,  but  you  must  draw  the  line  somewhere. 
You  cannot  allow  every  Jack,  Bill  and  Harry  to  l)ring  paltiy  things 
forward. 

4783.  Would  you  fa.vour  that  the  Government  should  assist 
these  Local  Committees  by  providing  them  with  a  secretary,  con- 
sidering the  members  are  to  get  no  pay? — Yes,  you  want  a  good 
man  to  be  secretary,  and  you  cannot  expect  him  to  do  that  A\'ork  for 
nothing. 

4784.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  this  local  Board  having  agri- 
cultural rating  powers  over  the  district? — No. 

4785.  Chairman.]  You  will  allow  them  rating  power  on  a  pri- 
vate individual's  farm  to  pay  interest  on  the  loan  and  sinking  fund, 
and  to  advise  the  Government  what  rate  of  interest  to  put  on  the 
farm? — Yes,  a  local  person  can  judge  much  better  than  one  at  a 
distance. 

4786.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Has  the  Government  ever  made  any  ex- 
periments in  your  district  with  anything  that  will  be  of  advantage 
and  from  which  the  farmers  could  learn  something? — Nothing  has 
been  done  in  our  district  except  with  regard  to  diamond  drills, 
which  have  done  some  good. 

4787.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  Government 
would  try  an(i  get  some  practical  farmers  to  make  experiments  for 
them  in  a  practical  way  in  growing  grass  seeds  or  fodder  plants 
which  they  might  like  to  know  whether  they  would  answer  there 
or  not  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  a  very  good  thing. 

4788.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  For  three  months  in  the  "Agricultural 
Journal  "  offers  were  made  to  farmers  for  su])plies  of  seeds  for  such 
purposes.  Can  yon  explain  why  no  ajiplicalions  \v(>re  made  for 
this  seed  frdiii  VDiir  ilisliiet? — Oui'  farmers  arc  slow  in  talving  ad- 
vantage of  such  offers, 
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4789.  Do  you  get  the  "Agricultural  Journal "?— Yes. 

4790.  Do  the  Dutch  farmers  also  ?-  Yes.  Wherever  they  have 
water  they  go  in  for  lucerne  and  such  things,  but  where  water  is 
scarce,  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  grow  grass.  For  the  last  few 
years  the  rainfall  has  been  so  small  that  the  springs  have  gone 
weak,  and  farms  Ihal  used  to  have  a  splendid  water  supply  have 
all  dams  now. 

4791.  Are  there  good  op]X)rliuiilies  for  making  dams  in  your 
district? — I  think  Beer  Vlei  would  be  a  splendid  place. 

4792.  Do  you  approve  of  large  schemes  or  small  ones  spread 
over  the  country? — It  all  depends  on  what  you  call  a  small  one.  It 
is  no  use  making  a  small  dam  which  would  be  exhausted  in 
perhaps  a  couple  of  months. 

4793.  Say  one  hokling  water  for  a  year  or  eighteen  months? — 
Yes,  that  would  be  a  good  plan. 

4794.  You  prefer  that  to  large  expensive  irrigation  schemes? — 
Yes,  I  do. 

4795.  Mr.  Blaine.)  Do  you  think  that  small  experiment  farms 
scattered  over  the  country  would  serve  to  bring  the  Department 
more  in  touch  with  farmers? — Yes,  that  is  what  w^e  want.  If  you 
get  a  piece  of  ground  and  get  dii^erent  things  growai  there  and 
different  stock  kept  there  so  that  farmers  could  go  and  see  what  is 
being  done,  and  w^liat  it  is  costing,  and  what  it  brings  in,  it  would 
be  a  good  plan. 

4796.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  plan  if  experts  in  the 
different  branches  of  agri>culture  could  travel  about  among  the 
farmers  more  ? — Yes. 

4:/97.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.']  The  farmers  who  stand  most  in  need  of 
financial  assistance  to  develop  their  land  are  those  who  cannot 
raise  money  owing  to  their  property  lieing  already  mortgaged. 
The  Commission  want  to  devise  some  scheme  under  which  the 
State  could  malve  advances  to  carry  out  the  productive  works  to 
these  farms  which  would  secure  sound  security  for  the  State  with- 
out injuring  the  interests  of  the  bond-holder.  The  suggestion  is 
that  the  State  should  charge  4^  per  cent,  interest  and  1^  per  cent, 
sinking  fund,  making  an  annual  charge  of  6  ])er  cent.,  which  in 
thirty-two  years  would  pay  otT  both  capital  and  interest,  and  that 
this  6  per  cent,  should  become  a  first  charge  on  the  land.  The  ques- 
tion is,  would  the  mortgagee  call  in  his  money  if  this  scheme  be- 
came law,  and  this  6  per  cent,  became  the  first  charge,  and  if  he  did 
call  up  his  mortgage,  would  not  other  people  be  found  prepared  to 
take  up  the  mortgage,  seeing  that  the  amount  advanced  by  Govern- 
ment and  expended  by  the  farmer  in  constructing  the  reproductive 
woriv  would  naturally  have  increased  the  value  of  the  land  from 
what  it  was  when  the  mortgage  was  first  granted?— I  think  the  far- 
mer would  have  some  difficulty  In  getting  a  loan  if  the  Govern- 
ment take  preference. 

4798.  Of  course  there  is  a  suggestion  that  this  dam  should  be 
insured? — I  do  not  see  anv  objection  to  Government  lending  to  any 
individuals  when  it  has  first  claim  on  the  farm,  but  the  question 
is  whether  the  man  will  be  able  to  get  a  loan  on  the  farm  if  the 
Government  takes  the  preferent  claim. 

4799.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.']  Do  the  farmers  avail  themselves  of  the 
Irrigation  Act  as  it  is  now? — ^Ver>^  little. 

"4800.  Can  vou  give  anv  reason  why  they  do  not  avail  them- 
selves of  it?— The  great  thing  is  this,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  red-tape 
about  it.     An  engineer  is  sent  to  report  on  it,  and  if  the  scheme  is 
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not  approved  of,  the  money  will  not  be  granted,  and  the  farmer  con- 
oorned  has  to  bear  the  expense  of  the  inspection.  Farmers  have 
come  to  me  and  they  have  said,  "  We  are  afraid  to  approach  the 
Government,  because  first  one  engineer  comes,  and  then  another, 
and  we  receive  an  account  for  £150,  and  then  the  work  does  not  go 
through."  If  it  can  be  made  more  simple,  and  somebody  localty 
can  be  trusted  it  would  be  a  good  thing.  Perhaps  this  Local  Com- 
mittee might  assist  a  good  deal  in  this  respect. 

4801.  You  think  that  would  induce  farmers  to  avail  themselves 
more  of  this  Act? — Yes. 

Eric  A.  Nobbs,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc,  F.H.A.S.,  further  examined. 

4802.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  I  believe  you  wish  to  add  something 
to  the  evidence  you  gave  to  the  Commission  on  a  previous  occasion  ? 
— Yes.  It  is  with  regard  to  experiment  stations.  A  class  of 
question  repeatedly  asked  by  this  Commission  is  as  to  practical 
siggcstions  for  bringing  the  department  into  closer  touch  with  the 
farmer.  The  desirability  of  this  in  principle  is  always  admitted 
but  regrettably  few"  feasible  proposals  have  been  made.  I  may  be 
alloAved,  under  the  circumstances,  to  bring  forward  a  scheme  which 
I  am  convinced  would  go  a  long  way  to  serve  this  very  desirable 
end.  The  idea  is  neither  new  nor  original,  and  is  already  perhaps 
familiar  to  the  members  of  this  Commission.  I  refer  to  the  pro- 
posal to  establish  in  the  Cape  Colony  a  system  of  experimental  re- 
search similar  to  that. existing  in  almost  all  agricultural  countries, 
and  to  which  so  many  witnesses  have  referred.  I  shall  be  as  brief 
as  possible.  The  plan  which  I  recommend  for  the  Cape  Colony  is 
on  the  following  lines,  but  I  must  premise  that  it  need  not  be  com- 
menced on  the  scale  I  shall  describe.  I  should  prefer  to  see  it  be- 
gun in  a  small  way  and  gradually  enlarge  as  its  value  came  to  be 
appreciated.  A  striking  ])eculiarity  of  the  Cape  Colony  agricul- 
turally considered  is  that  it  is  divisible  into  a  number  of  areas, 
possessing  distinctive  characteristics,  the  conditions  of  which  are 
totally  different  to  those  of  adjoining  regions.  Thus  for  instance, 
the  grain  area  of  the  south-west,  the  Karroo  proper,  the  irrigable 
belt  along  the  Orange  and  Vaal  Rivers,  the  South  Coast  and  so  on, 
each  constitutes  a  separate  region  having  its  own  peculiar  agricul- 
tural problems.  Partly  on  this  account  and  partly  by  reason  of  the 
difficulties  of  transit  and  intercommunication,  each  of  these  re- 
gions, usually  consisting  of  several  divisions,  has  its  own  special 
interests,  social  conditions,  methods  and  praclices,  and  what  is 
right  or  best  for  one  is  often  wrong  elsewhere.  In  general  it  is  ad- 
mlHod,  especially  by  the  more  intelligent  amongst  the  farmers, 
that  they  are  at  present  working  in  the  dark,  and  that  even  where 
successful  they  cannot  be  sure  that  they  are  on  the  best  lines  pos- 
sil)le.  There  is  very  much  yet  to  be  learnt,  and  we  are  a  long  way 
behind  other  countries  in  that  we  do  not  simply  have  to  instruct, 
but  must  first  acquire  the  knowledge  from  nature  by  means  of  ex- 
perimental study  and  research.  It  is  to  do  this,  to  apply  scientific 
methods  to  the  study  of  agricultural  problems  for  the  benefit  of  the 
farming  community,  that  I  suggest  the  establishment  of  experi- 
ment stations.  The  character  of  each  station  will  vary  according 
to  its  locality,  but  the  following  lines  of  work  will  be  more  or  less 
generally  followed -.—l.  Study  of  soils  of  the  region.  2.  Study  of 
f'lima<(^  and  water  supjily:  drainage  and  irrigation  pro])lems. 
',],  Study  of  natural  Floni  and  imprnvenKMit  of  the  natnral  i)asture, 
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prevonlii^i)  of  sluils  and  cc^nservation    of    the    veld.       4.  Study    of 
crops  suitable  to  the  districl,  iiuprovemeut  of  existing  kinds,  intro- 
duction of  new  sorts.     5.  Investigation  of  crop  diseases.     6.  Study 
of, best  methods  for  utilising  all  sorts  of  farm  j)ioiluce,  preparation 
for  markets  and  develo})ment  of  markets.     7.  Fertiliser  and  tillage; 
experiments.       8.  Methods  of  harvesting  and  storage.       9.  Com- 
parative   trials    of    fences,    building    materials,    implements,    and 
machinery.     10.  Experiments  with  live-stock  and  keeping  of  good 
stud  animals  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers  round.      Besides  this 
work  at  the  Station  itself,  the  Manager    should     guide  and  direct 
demonstration  experiments    on    the    farms    throughout    his  area, 
much  as  the  Department  now  under  many  difficulties  is  trying  to 
do  from  headquarters     In  order  to  allow  the  Manager  as  much  as 
possible  to  travel  amongst  the  farmers  of  his  area  it  would  be  well 
not  to  make  the  experiment  stations  full-sized  farms.      It  is  sug- 
gested that  normally  they  need  only  be  so  large  as  to  employ  one 
or  two  spans  of  horses,  mules,    or    oxen,    whichever   may  be  best 
adapted  to  the  district.    But  in  all  such  matters  of  detail  we  must 
cut  our  coat  according  to  our  cloth,  and  the  size  of  the  farm  wiJl 
depend  upon  local  circumstances  and  the  sites  available.     In  order 
,  to  obtain  the  best  results,  all  these    experiment    stations  must  be 
managed  by  one  central  authority.     This  it  is  suggested  should  be 
located  not  in  Cape  Town  but  on   one   of   the    experiment    farms, 
where,  in  addition  to  the  questions  of   local    in.terest,  problems  of 
wider  significance  and  perhaps    of   less    immediate    and  apparent 
value,  the  more  purely  scientific  investigations  may  be  carried  out 
b,y  trained  experts.     At  this  centra!  experiment  station,  investiga- 
tions of  a  highly  specialised  nature  might  be  carried  on  in  addition 
to  the  usual  work,  methods  of  research  would  be  studied,  and  the 
new  discoveries  of  other  countries  tentatively  applied  to  our  con- 
ditions.     Here  also  the  collective  statistics  of    local    experiments 
are  to  be  compiled  and  compared,  as  it  would  serve  as  an  agricul- 
tural information  bureau  and  a  repository  of  statistics.     Without 
such  central  Experiment  Farm  it  would  be  difficult  to  guide  and 
control  the  different  branch    stations    or    to    induce  them  to  woi-k 
along  parallel  lines  or  to  guide  and  aid  their  activities.     While  the 
experiments  themselves  must  be    eminently    practical  and  based 
on  the  question  of  £  s.  d.,  yet  it  must  not  be  expected  that  the  sta- 
tions are  to  pay  their  way  as  farms ;  if  this  is  insisted  on  the  range 
of  their  usefulness  to  the  farming  community  must  be  much  cur- 
tailed.   Yet  once  established,  the  annual  Parliamentary  appropria- 
tion will  not  be  serious,  especially  if,  as  is  the  case  in  the  United 
States,  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  produce,  stock,  etc.,  are  allowed  to 
be  utilised  for  maintenance  purposes.      I  would  call  special  atten- 
tion to  the  evidence  given  on  the  question  of  experiment  stations 
by  Messrs.  George  Valder,  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  New 
South  Wales,  and  Mr.  Smith,  Director  of  Agriculture  for  the  Trans- 
vaal.    Details  of  work,  etc.,  will  be  found  in  my  annual  report  for 
1902  (handed  in),  and  I  may  state  that  since  writing  that  statement 
ray  conviction  of  the  pressing  need  of  this  work  has  with  increased 
experience  onlv  been  more  firmly  impressed  upon  me.     I  think  the 
Colony  may  ultimatelv  be  served  by  ten  or  twelve  such  stations, 
but  as  alreadv  indicated,  I  only  advise  a  start  on  a  comparatively 
small  scale.     The  cost  entailed  by  the  proposal  is  very  difficult  to 
estimate.     The  initial  outlav  is  the  main  expenditure,  and  this  all 
depends  upon  the  localitv.   the   current    price    of   land,   and   what 
prime  costs  in  buildings,  roads,  and  fences  may  be  necessary^    It 
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Avili  vary  greatly,  as  in  some  parts  land  is  difticult  to  buy,  while 
elsewhere  Crown  land  may  be  available  and  suitable.  The  central 
station,  with  its  more  elaborate  equipment,  will  be  the  most  costly 
item  Local  men  should  be  obtainable  as  managers.  These  must 
be  men  of  sufficient  standing  to  gain  the  respect  of  those  amongst 
whom  they  work,  zealous  and  industrious,  and  capal)le  of  arous- 
ing enthusiasm  both  by  example  and  precept.  At  first  we  can 
hardly  aspire  to  secure  the  services  of  scientifically  trained  men, 
but  rather  practical  intelligent  managers  able  to  carry  oat  instruc- 
tions and  to  convey  to  the  farmers  around  them  the  information 
obtained  and  the  lessons  taught  by  the  experiments  under  their 
charge.  It  is  by  such  means  that  I  hope  to  attain  the  ends  aimed 
at  by  this  Commission.  This  is  the  form  of  agricultural  organisa- 
tJOiiwhich,  more  than  any  other  will,  I  am  convinced,  achieve  the 
objects  for  which  this  Commission  is  striving  so  hard. 

4803.  Is  there  anything  existing  at  the  present  time  at  all  on 
the  lines  as  suggested  here? — I  am  carrying  out  experiments  on 
individual  farmers'  lands  through  their  kindness  and  Avith  their 
help. 

4804.  Therefore  the  benefits  which  you  think  will  accrue  from 
a  .sj^stem  such  as  you  suggest  cannot  possibly  accrue  from  anything 
that  is  going  on  now? — ^No,  we  have  not  the  machinery. 

4805.  3Ir.  Oostkuisen.]  Where,  in  your  opinion,  should  the  prin- 
cipal station  be? — I  say  not  in  Cape  Town,  but  I  think  it  ought  [o 
serve  the  grain-growing  districts  of  the  South-west,  where  there  is 
a  good  deal  of  intensive  farming  going  on. 

4806.  Do  you  think  Lisenburg  might  be  suitable? — I  was 
offered  facilities  at  Elsenl)urg  three  years  ago,  and  I  went  into 
matters  there  thoroughly  and  I  decided  it  was  better  to  do  without 
any  station  at  all  than  have  that  place,  because  it  was  not  charac- 
teristic of  any  considerable  area  of  the  Colony  and  is  not  adapted 
for  grain  and  stock,  with  which,  of  course,  these  experiment  sta- 
tions would  deal  j^articularly,  because  for  viticulture  we  have  ex- 
periment stations  at  Constantia  and  Stellenbosch. 

4807.  Would  your  main  experiment  station  be  in  a  part  of 
the  country  where  irrigation  would  be  applied  to  a  certain  extent  ? 
— 'I  would  like  the  central  experiment  station  to  be  one  where 
various  departmental  experts  could  carry  on  their  work;  for  in- 
stance, the  Government  Entomologist  might  carry  on  his  field  worlc 
thei'(>  and  in  the  same  way  cue  Veterinary  Department  has  a  .great 
d'^al  of  interesting  stock  investigation  which  could  be  conducted 
at  the  same  place,  and  therefore  I  would  suggest  that  it  be  within 
easy  reach  of  headquarters — that  is  to  say  in  the  South-western 
disirict.  Irrigation  I  would  ratlier  see  distributed  over  branch 
stations  because  we  have  dam,  boring,  and  river  irrigation.  For 
river  irrigation  I  would  suggest  the  Gamtoos  for  coastal  rivers  and 
the  Breede  and  Vaal  for  inland  rivers.  Boring — on  a  farm  say  in 
the  Karoo  or  Midlands ;  and  dam — say  Somerset  East  or  anywhere 
in  the  Eastern  Province  where  dams  form  an  inipoi'tani  feature  of 
i'arining.  You  cannot  have  all  these  irrigation  problems  studied  at 
one  place. 

4808.  Would  you  have  some  stations  to  deal  with  \hc  closing 
of  sluits? — Certainly  I  have  farms  in  view  for  that. 

4809.  Have  you  been  about  the  country  much  stH'ing  tlu-  far- 
mers?— A])0ut  half  my  time  is  spent  in  travelling  about  the  counli'\-. 

4810.  Are  you  well  received  by  these  peoi)le? — Invariably. 
They  only  say  there  should  l)e  more  men  and  perhaps  of  different 
branches  than  iiiiiit'  (o  visit  them  also. 
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•ibll.  Mr.  Abruliamsun.\  Do  you  lliiiik  thai  you  would  train 
students  at  any  such  big  central  station  as  you  suggest? — I  would 
like  to  receive  students  say  after  leaving  Elsenhurg,  and  let  them 
w'oriv  gratis  at  this  [)lacc.  Tn  fact  it  would  be  a  cheap  way  of  getting 
intelligent  labour  and  will  be  very  instructive  to  them.  They 
would  be  the  future  farmers  of  the  country  and  they  would  pro- 
bably serve  as  leaven  in  the  district  to  which  they  afterwards  go. 

4812.  Would  you  not  limit  the  lime  they  stayed  on  the  farm? — 
Yes. 

4813.  You  would  not  take  them  for  less  than  a  certain  time 
l)efore  turning  them  out  as  useful  men  ? — Six  months  as  a  miuimuui 
and  a  year  for  preference. 

4814.  Do  you  think  that  would  he  sufficient? — No,  but  we  could 
teach  them  a  lot  in  that  time. 

4815.  For  instance,  a  practical  farmer  who  wished  to  get  some 
scientific  knowledge,  could  you  take  him  on  the  farm  ? — I  would 
like  farmers  to  make  excursions  to  the  station  and  see  the  work 
going  on  there,  and  I  would  propose  that  they  be  given  lunch  while 
on  the  farm  and  )»e  sent  away  again  in  the  evening.  In  Canada,  in 
the  course  of  the  harvesting,  many  thousands  of  farmers  visit  the 
experiment  farms  every  day.  A  demonstrator  goes  round  with 
them  and  explains  the  experiments. 

4816.  You  have  made  no  calculation  at  all  what  the  initial 
cost  of  such  a  scheme  as  you  suggest  would  be  ? — Last  year  I  asked 
for  £20,000  and  this  year  £25,000'.  " 

4817.  How  much  did  you  get? — Last  year  I  got  nothing.  This 
year  I  lielieve  provision  will  be  made  on  the  Estimates  for  £5,000; 
l)ut  I  have  said  it  would  be  insufficient. 

4818.  Do  you  think  it  would  t)e  possible  without  detriment  to 
the  services  at  present  performed  by  the  Agricultural  Department 
to  save  from  other  expenditure  a  sum  sufficient  to  give  you  a  start 
in  the  direction  you  suggest? — I  do  not  think  it  w^ould  be  fair  to  the 
other  branches. 

4819.  Do  not  you  think  we  are  spending  more  money  on  the 
other  branches  than  we  are  getting  value  for? — I  do  not  know  the 
financial  arrangements'  of  those  Departments,  but  I  am  not  of  that 
opinion,  because  I  said  in  my  previous  evidence  if  we  spent  more 
money  we  might  get  more  both  from  what  we  are  spending  now^ 
and  from  the  increase. 

4820.  Then  it  is  your  opinion  that  we  are  getting  value  for  what 
we  are  spending  now?— Things  might  lie  more  economically  run, 
l)ut  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  financial  positions  of  the  other 
l)ranches. 

4821.  Mr.  Rvbidge.]  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the 
students  taken  on  vour  Exjieriment  Station  could  be  taken  for 
their  keep  and  do  manual  labour?— We  would    require     coloured 

ibour  as  well  and  more  than  an  ordinary  farm,  because  things 
ould  have  to  be  kept  in  show  condition.  If  a  young  man  came 
0  one  of  these  farms  I'  would  like  him  to  understand  the  process  on 
which  we  fed  the  animals— the  properly  balanced  rations— and 
why  we  kept  things  clean,  and  whv  we  do  this  and  that;  but  it 
would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  spend  his  whole  day  hoeing 
mealies  They  should  have  learned  their  in-actical  work  at  a 
private  farm  or  at  Elsenburg.  I  want  to  teach  the  higher  branches 
and  they  would  act  as  foremen  on  the  farm. 

4822  Did  not  vou  hear  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Valder  in 
connection    with    Experiment    Stations    in    Australia?— Y'es,    but 
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Ihat  is  a  country  where  3'ou  have  while  labour  and  liiis  is  a  country 
where  j^ou  have  black.  That  makes  the  clift'erence.  He  said  thai 
vdiile  the  Experiment  Stations  were  run  on  a  financial  basis  the 
Experiment  Stations  themselves  were  not  Ijound'  to  })ay  their  way 
as  farms.  I  hope  mine  will  to  a  great  extent  pay,  Ijut  I  do  not  want 
to  guarantee  it,  and  I  do  not  want  the  impression  to  go  out  that 
they  will  pay.  The  aim  in  that  case  would  be  to  Ijring  out  a 
balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  instead  of  working  for  the  good  of 
the  district. 

4823.  31r.  Rogers.']  You  were  speaking  about  the  poverty  of  the 
soil  at  Elsenburg.  Is  it  l^eyond  redemption? — My  point  was  that 
Elsenburg  was  not  typical  of  a  large  area,  and,  therefore,  whether 
the  soil  were  poor  or  rich,  it  is  of  no  use  to  me  for  experimental 
purposes. 

4324.  Still  you  think  it  could  be  brought  into  good  growing  con- 
dition?— Elsenburg  will  never  be  a  highlj^  productive  farm. 

Webster  Boyle  Gordon,  examined. 

4825.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  What  is  your  official  po^sition  ? — 1  am 
Director  of  Irrigation. 

482G.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  scope  of  this  Commission? 
— Yes,  in  a  general  sense. 

4827.  Are  you  prepared  to  give  any  information  as  to  the  re- 
organising of  the  Agricultural  Department? — I  cannot  express  any 
opinion  on  that  question,  having  never  had  any  experience  of  the 
working  of  Agricultural  Departments. 

■iozd.  Can  you  supply  any  information  with  regard  to  the  most 
practicable  method  of  assisting  individual  farmers  or  groups  of 
farmers,  financially  or  otherwise,  in  the  inauguration  of  irrigation 
works  on  their  properties  ? — The  most  practicable  methods  are  to 
give  them  professional  advice  and  loans  on  easy  terms.  The  sys- 
tem of  loans  at  present  in  force  has,  I  consider,  been  framed  on  a 
liberal  basis. 

4829.  Have  farmers  generally  availed  themselves  to  any  great 
extent  of  the  loans  offered  by  the  Government  under  the  existing 
Irrigation  Acts? — No;  only  to  a  small  extent. 

4830.  Do  you  know  any  reason  for  that,  or  why  farmers  do  not 
care  to  undertake  irrigation  works  under  Government  auspices? — 
I  cannot  say  for  certain.  I  have  been  told  that  it  is  due  to  the 
difliculties  in  the  way  of  getting  the  money,  and  to  the  complicated 
procedure  that  has  to  be  gone  through. 

4831.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  that  is  a  well-grounded  objection? 
— I  have  had  no  cx])erience  in  the  granting  of  loans,  I  do  not  quite 
see  where  the  ditliculties  come  in.  I  can  only  say  what  the  far- 
mers have  themselves  told  me.  I  cannot  speak  as  to  the  procedure, 
because,  so  far,  I  have  had  no  dealings  with  it.  The  farmers  fell 
me  they  have  to  go  tlirough  a  numl)er  of  Departments,  and  und(>r- 
take  a  complicated  process  before  they  can  receive  a  loan. 

4832.  J  JO  you  think  the  procedure  could  be  so  altered  Ibal  far- 
mers could  have  these  negotiations  expedited,  and  they  could  re- 
ceive l)oth  advice  and  an  advance  of  money  under  better  conditions 
than  is  the  case  at  present?  Tossil)]y  some  imi^rovements  could  l)e 
effected.  It  wotdd,  for  i?istance,  l)e  an  improvement  if  all  dealings 
Avith  regard  to  loans  were,  as  far  as  possible,  confined  to  one  De- 
partment. 

4^33.  Would  the  inler(>sts  of  the  farming  comnuiuilx'  b(>  ])elter 


'CJ 


457 

yirved    il'    the    irngaliuii    braucli    ol    I'av    pul)lic    seivicc    were    at- 
taclied  to  the  Agricultural  Uepartment  ?—  1  do  not  think  so. 

4834.  Al  present,  if  a  farmer  wishes  to  engage  in  improvements 
involving  tiie  construction  of  irrigation  works,  do  you.  think  it  is 
advisal)le  that,  instead  of  going  straight  to  the  Agricultural  depart- 
ment, he  should  be  compelled  to  apply  to  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
n«ent  ? — I  think  that  all  matters  relating  to  loans  should  he  dealt 
with,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  Tublic  Works  Departmeid. 

4835.  Are  you  aware  that  the  present  Irrigation  Laws  provide 
that  any  owner  of  a  farm  can  obtain  a  loan,  pi-ovided  it  does  not 
exceed  two-lhirds  of  the  value  of  his  farm? — The  loan  with  tlu; 
existing  mortgage,  if  there  be  any,  must  not  exceed  three-fourths  of 
ihe  value. 

4836.  We  are  told  that  this  ai-rangement  does  not  quite  serve 
many  farmers  who  would  like  to  raise  money  for  such  purposes, 
because  those  who  most  require  assistance  had  their  farms  already 
mortgaged,  probal)ly  to  their  full  extent.  Can  you  suggest  any 
method  by  which  the  Government  could  give  assistance  to  farmers 
in  such  cases,  and  still  obtain  good  security  for  an  advance  ?  Sup- 
})Osing  the  Government  should  advance  money  in  such  a  case,  and 
have  its  security  in  the  shape  of  an  annual  charge  on  the  property 
in  order  to  provide  for  interest  and  sinking  fund,  and  to  take  pre- 
ference of  any  mortgage  on  the  farm,  would  that  be  practicable? — 
That,  I  take  it,  would  practically  be  giving  a  loan  under  present 
conditions,  but  allowing  the  Government  a  prior  claim  to  that  of 
all  existing  mortgagees. 

4837.  We  recognise  that  the  security  of  the  Government  would 
then  be  ample,  but,  how  far,  do  you  think,  the  mortgagee  would 
!)e  aft'ected  by  such  an  arrangement  ? — I  cannot  express  any 
opinion  upon  that  point.  In  India,  when  the  Loan  Act  was  passed, 
it  was  intended  to  give  the  Government  the  first  claim  upon  the 
property,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  this  has  never  been  enforced. 
Ihe  Government  always  give  full  notice  of  their  intention  to  grant 
a  loan,  and  if  any  of  the  mortgage-holders  object,  and  show  that 
the  land  is  fully  mortgaged,  the  loan  is  not  granted.  I  do  not 
know  why  that  course  is  taken.  In  India  loans  are  generally  for 
wells,  which  the  natives  themselves  are  expert  at  making;  they 
require  no  professional  assistance.  The  matter  is  dealt  Avith  alto- 
gether in  the  Civil  Department,  and  the  engineer  has  nothing  to 
say  to  loans  for  private  works,  but  I  know  it  was  the  intention 
that  the  Government  should  have  the  first  lien  on  the  land, 
although  in  practice,  owing,  I  understand,  to  some  deficiency  in  the 
Act,  it  is  not  carried  out.  Recently  it  was  recommended  by  the 
Irrigation  Commission  that,  in  granting  a  loan,  the  estimated  en- 
hanced  value  of  the  land  should  be  taken  into  consideration,  so 
that,  in  the  case  of  lands  mortgaged  beyond  their  present  value, 
there  should  be  no  ol)jection  to  granting  the  loan. 

4838.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  a  fair  w^ay  of  dealing  with 
these  applications  in  this  Colony?  That  the  enhanced  value  of 
land  given  by  any  w^orks  of  improvement  carried  out  should  be 
taken  into  account? — Yes,  but  if  you  take  that  into  consideration 
you  must  also  have  additional  safeguards  to  ensure  that  the  work 
is  properly  carried  out.  If  you  want  to  give  a  small  loan,  say  of 
£500,  to  a  man  simply  on  the  security  of  his  land,  and  agree  to  let 
him  carry  out  the  work  without  professional  control,  you  could  do 
so  on  the  security  of  present  value ;  but,  if  you  make  allowance  for 
the  enhanced  value,  I  think,  in  justice  to  the  general  body  of  tax- 
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payers,  the  Government  should  see  that  the  work  is  properly  ex- 
ecuted, in  order  that  the  country  may  obtain  a  return,  in  the  shape 
of  an  irrigation  work,  for  the  liberality  shown  in  lending  the 
money. 

4839.  And,  to  provide  against  any  possible  loss  to  the  Govern- 
ment, would  it  be  wise  to  provide  for  the  insurance  of  such  irriga- 
tion works,  seeing  that,  should  these  works  be  washed  away,  the 
estimated  enhanced  value  would  disappear  ? — The  insurance  of 
irrigation  works  is  a  novelty  to  me.  If  any  such  liability  is  only 
likely  to  occur  once  in  fifty  years,  I  should  be  wdlling  to  take  the 
risk,  but  if  the  works  were  liable  to  be  washed  away  more  fre- 
quently than  once  or  twice  in  a  life-time,  I  should  not  incur  much 
expenditure  upon  their  construction. 

4840.  The  farmers  contend  that  if  they  were  given  greater  scope 
they  could  build  uams  cheaper  and  quite  as  effectively  as  they  are 
constructed  under  the  direction  of  the  Government  Engineers.  Can 
you  suggest  any  means  why  the  present  system  of  Government 
supervision  in  the  construction  of  the  works  could  be  so  modified 
as  to  recommend  itself  to  the  farmers  i — I  should  like  to  know  my 
farmer  first,  in  order  to  decide  as  to  his  intelligence  and  ability  for 
carrying  out  the  work. 

4841.  We  have  a  proposal  for  the  appointment  of  Local  Com- 
mittees of  Agriculture  in  each  Fiscal  Division.  Do  you  think  the 
machinery  of  these  Local  Committees  could  be  utilised  in  connec- 
tion with  the  supervision  of  irrigation  works,  to  work  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  oificial  engineers'? — I  would  ask,  in  reply,  if  that  Com- 
mittee would  make  itself  responsible  in  any  way  for  the  recovery 
of  the  loans? 

4842.  Even,  supposing  the  Committee  did  not  do  so,  if  it  led  to 
the  farmers  availing  themselves  more  frequently  of  the  lending 
powers  under  the  Irrigation  Acts,  would  you  approve  of  my  sug- 
gestion?— It  would  depend  to  some  extent  on  how  the  Local  Com- 
mittees were  constituted. 

4843.  The  suggestion  is  that  the  Committees  be  elected  by  the 
landowners  of  the  district,  and  the  Magistrate  would  be  Chairman? 
— Then,  in  reply,  I  would  ask,  secondly,  if  the  Committees  w^ould 
have  any  professional  advice. 

4844.  That  is  not  contemplated;  have  you  still  any  objection? 
— I  think  it  might  be  a  useful  procedure  to  have  these  Committees 
in  connection  with  the  granting  of  loans,  and  they  might  be  of 
assistance,  but  I  should  not  like  to  give  them  actual  authority  to 
grant  loans. 

4845.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  large  irrigation  works 
for  this  country,  and  do  you  think  they  are  feasible? — I  am  very 
much  in  favour  of  large  irrigation  works  in  any  country,  if  the  con- 
ditions are  suitable  and  you  can  get  them  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

4846.  Would  you  call  taking  out  the  Orange  or  the  Vaal  Rivers 
a  large  irrigation  work?— Certaiidy,  if  any  considerable  share  of  the 
flow  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  river. 

4S47.  And  would  you  be  in  favour  of  granting  loans  to  farmers 
for  the  construction  of  smaller  irrigation  works  ?-  Certainly,  as  a 
general  rule,  but  this  again  would  depend  upon  the  circumstances 
of  each  case. 

4848.  .lust  now  you  ((ualificd  your  answer  with  regard  to  large 
irrigation  works  by  saying,  "  If  we  could  get  them."  Do  you  think 
it  would  benefit  South  Africa  generally  if  we  could  gel  such  works 
constructed?    To  your  knowledge,  are  there  any  suitable  places  in 
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i-^uulh  Africa  where  large  irrigalioii  vvoik.s  could  he  const ruclcid,  not 
merfely  the  building  of  large  dams,  but  the  utilisation  i>\  running 
rivers  ? — If  you  mean  by  a  large  irrigation  work  an  area  of  land 
extending  to  from  20,000  to  40,000  acres,  1  think  there  are  such 
places. 

4849.  Have  you  come  in  contact  with  any  farmers  in  this  coun- 
try who  have  constructed  irrigation  works  that  are  a  success  '. — 
Yes,  certainly,  on  the  Fish  River,  on  the  Brak  and  in  many  other 
parts. 

4850.  Were  they  assisted  by  the  Government '--Oji  thi^  Fish 
River  they  had  some  professional  assistance  and  small  loans.  Some 
of  the  farmers  in  that  area  are  very  skilled  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  class  of  irrigation  work  which  is  best  suited  to  the 
locality. 

4850a.  Would  you  favour  the  principle  of  the  farmer  carrying 
out  works  under  professional  advice  provided  by  the  Government? 
— Certainly;  in  fact,  generally  speaking,  I  think  that  this  would  he 
the  prmciple  to  apply  to  the  projecting  of  private  irrigation  works 
in  this  Colony,  and  m  certain  cases  to  their  detailed  design  and 
construction. 

4851.  I  have  read  your  report,  as  published  in  the  "  Agricul- 
tural Journal,"  with  reference  to  the  shutting  up  of  sluits.  Do  you 
think  that  money  for  that  purpose  should  be  advanced  to  farmers 
by  the  Government? — What  the  action  of  the  Government 
should  he  in  the  matter  of  sluits  is  a  point  upon  which  I  would  pre- 
fer not  to  express  an  opinion  until  information  has  been  gained 
from  the  inquiry  which  I  have  suggested. 

4852.  Mr.  Abrahams  on. ~\  Should  that  inquiry  be  conducted  by  the 
farmers  or  by  the  Government? — That,  it  would  be  difficult  for  me 
to  say. 

4853.  Do  you  think  the  proposed  Local  Committees  should  be 
useful  for  such  a  purpose  or  for  general  agricultural  purposes?— 
I  should  not  like  to  express  an  opinion;  I  do  not  know  the  condi- 
tions of  the  country  well  enough. 

4854.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Your  opinion  is  that  the  irrigation  branch  of 
the  service  should  be  under  the  Public  Works  Department.  Will 
you  give  us  your  reasons  for  holding  that  view  ? — The  Irrigation 
Department,  with  which  I  have  been  connected  for  the  last  twenty- 
five  years,  has  always  been  a  branch  of  the  Public  Works,  and  not 
of  the  Agricultural  Department.  The  question  has  been  considered 
more  than  once  in  India.  There  are  three  reasons  which  may  be 
advanced  for  keeping  irrigation  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Works 
Department.  The  action  of  the  Government  in  connection  with 
irrigation  has  more  to  do  with  engineering  than  with  agriculture. 
It  is  also  most  necessary  that  men  who  have  to  design  irrigation 
works  should  have  a  detailed  knowledge  of  their  actual  working. 
Again,  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  engineers,  as  far  as  possible,  m 
one  Department.  You  cannot  constitute  an  efficient  stafT  of 
engineers,  unless  vou  can  assure  them  a  regular  flow  of  promotion, 
and  this  it  is  much  easier  to  do  with  a  larger  staff,  composed  of 
two  separate  branches,  than  with  a  smaller  one,  comprising  only 

one  branch.  .     . 

4855.  Chairman.]  Do  vou  think  it  is  necessary  to  have  more  irri- 
gation works  constructed  in  the  Colony?— Certainly. 

4856.  Do  vou  not  think  the  farmers  do  not  avad  themselves  of 
the  Government  loans  under  the  Irrigation  Acts  for  the  reason  that 
the  engineers  prove  a  stumlilino-block,  in  estimating  the  cost  far 
beyond  the  means  of  the  farmer,  who  has  to  defray  the  expense 
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uf  the  surve}^  about  £100,  should  no  work  be  carried  out? — 1  can- 
not say.  I  have  never  met  with  such  a  case.  I  admit  its  possi- 
bility, but  I  do  not  know  of  any  instance  of  a  farmer  who  wanted 
a  loan  refraining  from  asking  it  because  he  thought  the  engineer 
was  in  the  way. 

4857.  Do  you  admit  that  a  farmer  can  build  a  dam  much 
cheaper  than  can  be  done  by  an  engineer's  methods? — Certainly 
not  in  all  cases,  although  he  might  execute  a  certain  class  of  work 
much  cheaper. 

4858.  Why  is  it,  therefore,  that  you  say  in  your  report  that  the 
Rooiberg  Dam  could  be  repaired  by  private  enterprise? — The  work 
will  consist  chiefly  of  earthwork. 

4859.  And  you  think  the  individual  farmer  can  do  it  cheaper 
than  the  Government? — Certainly,  that  particular  class  of  work. 

4860.  Is  it  not  irrigation  work? — Yes,  of  a  kind. 

4861.  Is  it  not  for  irrigation  purposes? — Yes. 

4862.  It  has  been  stated  that  three  hundred  applications  for 
Government  loans  have  been  sent  in,  but  only  sixty  farmers  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  arrangement  under  the  Irrigation  Acts. 
Do  you  know  that  when  a  farmer  applies  for  a  loan  he  cannot  get 
any  reply  before  his  request  has  gone  through  three  Government 
Departments? — So  I  understand. 

4863.  Do  you  not  think  there  must  be  a  great  deal  of  unneces- 
sary red  tape  when  a  farmer's  application  for  a  loan  takes  so  long 
a  time  ? — I  am  not  quite  sure  that  the  business  can  all  be  dealt 
with  in  one  Department.  There  are  questions  connected  with  the 
security  that  have  to  be  considered.  If  the  application  comes  to 
the  Public  Worlds  Department  first,  I  am  doul)tful  if  that  Depart- 
ment would  be  in  a  jiosition  to  deal  with  the  question  of  security. 
II  might  be  necessary  to  refer  that  to  some  other  Department.  On 
the  other  hand,  should  the  application  be  first  submitted  to  the 
Agricultural  Department,  it  would  be  necessary  to  refer  it  to  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

4864.  Would  it  benefit  the  consumers — the  general  public  of  this 
country — if  more  irrigation  works  were  constructed  ? — Yes,  pro- 
vided the  public  were  not  called  u])on  to  defray  too  large  a  share 
of  the  cost. 

4865.  Mr.  Rogers.]  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  a  num- 
ber of  irrigation'  works  in  this  country  have  been  failures  ? — I  am 
not  quite  aware  that  a  larger  percentage  of  irrigation  works  in  this 
country  have  been  failures  than  in  other  countries. 

4866.  What  do  you  say  to  the  two  failures,  near  Steynsburg, 
within  the  last  few  years? — We  have  had  our  failures  in  India,  and 
such  failures  are  not  unknown  in  x\merica. 

4866a.  Could  you  mention  any  [)ariicular  works? — It  is  rather 
a  difficult  question  to  answer  generally,  more  especially  with  my 
limited  knowledge  of  the  country. 

4867.  Let  us  take  the  Thebus  scheme  for  the  purpose  of  my 
question;  what  of  that?— I  iliinl;  it  was  decided  to  start  that 
scheme  before  a  full  investigation  had  been  made. 

4868.  Who  is  to  l)lame  for  that  ?— 4  cannot  say. 

4869.  Mr.  Abrahnmson.]  Have  you  not  given  a  full  report  on  that 
scheme? — Yes. 

4870.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Have  not  the  conception  and  construction  of 
these  works  been  in  the  hands  of  qualified  engineers?— They  were 
not  in  tbc  liiinds  of  engineers  who  liad  had  large  experience  of  irri- 
gation. 
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4871.  Mr.  OostJmisen.]  I  infer  that  you  do  not  look  with  favour 
upon  the  idea  of  your  Irrigation  Branch  being  connected  with  the 
Agricuhiiral  Department.  You  have  mentioned  tliat  in  India  the 
question  was  considered,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Irrigation 
Branch  there  sliould  remain  under  the  Department  of  Public  Works, 
la  that  so? — Yes,  in  every  province  in  India  the  Irrigation  Branch 
IS  a  part  of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

4872.  Do  you  not  think  there  is  a  great  difference  between  the 
irrigation  works  carried  out  in  India  and  those  of  this  Colony?  Is 
it  not  the  case  that  in  India  you  have  purely  State  irrigation  works, 
whereas  they  are  scattered  about  amongst  individuals  in  this  coun- 
try to  a  very  large  extent? — A  larger  area  in  India  is  irrigated  from 
purely  private  works  than  from  State  works. 

4873.  Have  they  been  assisted  by  the  Government? — Yes,  very 
much  on  the  same  lines  as  the  assistance  rendered  here;  chiefly  ])y 
means  of  loans. 

4874.  Do  they  mortgage  property  on  which  irrigatiDn  works 
have  been  constructed? — Yes. 

4875.  Is  there  an  Agricultural  Department  in  India? — Yes  ;  a 
comparatively  new  but  a  fairly  strong  Department. 

4876.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  Government  subsidising  far- 
mers for  irrigation  works,  or  have  you  any  other  scheme  to  suggest? 
— Yes,  in  the  case  of  certain  classes  of  works,  if  it  were  quite  certain 
that  the  w^orks  cannot  be  constructed  except  by  subsidies;  but  I 
sliould  prefer  to  see  a  system  of  loans,  combined  with  professional 
assistance,  worked  first,  and  to  ascertain  if  that  system  could  not 
be  made  to  give  a  reasonable  amount  of  satisfaction  to  the  farming 
community. 

4877.  Judging  from  the  experience  of  the  last  thirty  years, 
during  which  the  Irrigation  Acts  have  been  in  force,  a  very  small 
number  of  people  have  availed  themselves  of  the  facilities  for  loans. 
Can  you  suggest  any  means  by  which  farmers  might  be  induced 
to  take  wider  advantage  of  these  iVcts  ? — I  am  afraid  I  cannot.  My 
experience  hitherto  has  been  that  the  man  who  has  to 
resort  to  the  Government  for  a  loan  for  carrying  out  a  small  private 
irrigation  work,  is  not  the  man  Avho  does  the  irrigation  of  the  coun- 
tiy.  The  percentage  oT  works  executed  in  India  by  means  of  Gov- 
ernment loans  is  very  small,  compared  with  the  number  of  private 
works  carried  out  wnthout  assistance  from  loans.  If  a  man  wants 
to  effect  an  improvement  in  that  direction,  he  generally  finds  a  way 
of  doing  it  without  coming  to  the  Government.  Of  course,  there 
are  many  instances,  especialy  in  the  case  of  large  works,  in  which, 
to  get  the  work  done,  it  is  necessary  to  resort  to  a  loan  from  Govern- 
ment, but,  as  I  have  said,  in  my  previous  experience  these  cases 
form  only  a  small  percentage  of  the  total  number  of  irrigation 
works. 

4878.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  is  really  of  any  benefit  to  the 
country  in  general  to  construct  more  irrigation  works? — Certainly; 
I  am  strongly  of  that  opinion. 

4879.  Do  you  think  they  would  improve  the  countrv? — Yes. 

4880.  Do  you  not  think  the  cost  of  irrigation  works  is  too  high  ? 
There  again,  unfortunately,  I  have  very  little  experience  in  the 

actual  construction  of  irrigation  works  in  this  country-,  but  looking 
at  the  question  in  the  light  of  mv  previous  experience,  I  think  that 
although  the  cost  of  work  in  this  Colony  is  high,  the  value  of  the 
land  when  brought  upder  irrigation,  is  so  great  that  it  will  often 
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make  up  for  the  extra  cost  of  the  works.  If  we  had  the  same 
physical  condition  here  as  we  have  in  India,  we  would  probably  be 
able  to  construct  works  just  as  freely  as  they  do  there  in  spite  of 
their  increased  cost. 

48ffl.  Do  you  not  think  the  rainfall  is  too  scanty  in  this  coun- 
try?— I  would  not  care  to  stake  much  money  on  works  for  the 
storage  of  local  rainfall  where  the  rainfall  is  so  small  as  it  is  over 
a  large  area  of  this  country. 

4882.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  idea 
of  the  number  of  dams  constructed  with  the  funds  provided  by  Gov- 
ernment in  the  shape  of  loans  to  individual  farmers,  which  have 
been  failures? — No,  I  have  not  that  information. 

4883.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  system  in  vogue  in  other 
countries,  outside  of  India,  of  advancing  loans  to  private  indivi- 
duals for  irrigation  purposes? — I  do  not. 

4884.  X  ou  are  in  favour  of  the  enhanced  value  of  land  in  conse- 
quence of  the  construction  of  a  dam  or  irrigation  works  upon  it, 
being  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Government  in  making  ad- 
vances ? — I  certainly  think  it  would  be  fair  to  do  so ;  in  fact  in 
many  cases  in  this  country,  it  would  be  necessary  to  do  so  in  order 
to  advance  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  work. 

4885.  And  where  money  to  be  advanced  by  the  Government  to 
the  fanner  will  he  well  secured  by  the  existing  value  of  the  land, 
you  would  be  in  favour  of  giving  him  a  mach  freer  hand  in  deciding 
the  kind  of  dam  he  would  construct? — Yes,  up  to  a  limited  sum, 
and  with  every  regard  to  the  capacity  and  ability  of  the  man  to 
whom  you  are  giving  the  loan.  If,  for  instance,  he  had  already  con- 
structed a  well-made  dam  himself,  I  would  think  it  fair  to  place  a 
higher  limit,  than  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  had  no  practical 
experience. 

4886.  Do  you  say  you  have  never  heard  of  any  system  of  in- 
suring dams  in  other  countries? — I  think  I  have  read  of  this  being 
done  in  America,  but  I  am  not  quite  certain.  I  never  heard  of  it 
in  India. 

4887.  Do  you  think  a  scheme  would  be  feasible  in  which  the 
local  rates  could  l^e  used  as  a  sort  of  insurance  against  the  breaking 
of  dams  constructed  with  Government  money  in  certain  districts? 
--That  is  a  new  question  to  me.  If  a  local  body  is  to  deal  with 
loans,  I  should  like  to  see  it  made  responsil)le  for  the  recovery  of 
the  loan,  or  the  local  rates  made  responsible.  In  that  case  you 
could  give  out  a  loan  with  a  much  freer  hand.  A  local  body  is  a 
much  ])etter  judge  of  a  man  in  the  locality  than  anyone  outside, 
and  1  would  like  to  see  some  importance  attached  to  the  personal 
character  of  an  applicant  for  a  loan.  A  man  of  good  character  and 
lionesty  will  make  an  irrigation  work  thai  is  lil\ely  to  be  ])rofiial)le, 
and  I  wonld  Icl  liiui  hav(>  a  loan  if  some  local  body  would  bo  re- 
sponsible for  its  recovery,  and  would  go  security  for  him. 

4888.  ('/ini)-man.]  Have  you  any  j^orsonal  l^nowledge  of  the 
Midland  Districts?  -  Not  as  nuicb  as  1  should  like  to  have,  l)ut  on 
my  first  arrival  I  accompanied  the  Commissioner  (Hon.  Mr. 
Douglass)  on  a  tour  through  the  Midland  Districts. 

4889.  Have  you  only  r('])orted  on  the  Ncn-thAVestern  Districts? 
— No.     I  have  submitted  a  numl)er  of  othei-  reports 

4K90.  In  India,  you  say,  a  great  many  irrigation  wor1<s  are  con- 
structed by  people  at  their  own  exjxMise?  In  British  India,  out  of 
45  million  acres  under  cultivation,  25  million  acres  are  irrigated  by 
means  uF  private  works. 
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4S&1.  Would  you  favour  a  schc^me  by  which  tho  Government 
would  give  a  bonus  or  other  financial  assistance  to  anyone  making 
irrigation  works  at  their  own  expense,  in  order  to  encourage  such 
onter[)rise? — Honestly,  if  the  Government  have  money  to  spend, 
after  treating  the  farmer  liberally  in  the  matter  of  loans  and  pro- 
fessional assistance,  I  would,  uniil  I  am  more  convinced  as  to  the 
necessity  for  subsidies,  prefer  to  see  it  expended  in  Expermient 
Farms  and  in  teaching  the  farmer  good  husbandry,  and  how  to 
make  proper  use  of  his  irrigation  work  when  he  has  got  it. 

4892.  Do  you  consider  the  closing  up  of  sluits  of  very  great  im- 
portance?— Certainly. 

4893.  Are  you  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  farmers  as  a 
rule  to  take  any  trouble  with  regard  to  their  own  affairs?  Do  you 
think  tho  Government  should  award  a  bonus  or  devise  some  other 
mean«  to  induce  farmers  to  close  up  the  sluits  on  their  own  pro- 
perties?— That  would  be  a  proposition  difficult  to  put  in  ])ractice. 
It  would  be  a  good  thing  to  give  substantial  prizes  to  men  who  had 
taken  steps  to  deal  successfully  with  this  evil.  It  can  be  done; 
there  are  some  farmers  who  have  accomplished  it,  and  I  would  like 
to  see  them  encouraged.  It  is  a  matter  for  the  individual  farmer 
to  undertake  on  his  own  lands ;  and  I  should  like  to  see  those  who 
do  so  held  up  to  approbation. 

4894.  Mr.  Orpen.]  We  have  heard  a  good  deal  a1)0ut  the  ability 
of  farmers  to  construct  canals  and  dams  Iw  other  than  scientific 
methods.  Is  there  any  reason  why  the  Engineers  should  not  com- 
bine with  the  farmers  and  thus  ))roduce  satisfactory  results? 
Would  it  not  be  advantageous  to  see  the  Engineer's  designs  com- 
bined with  the  farmer's  methods? — Yes;  where  the  farmer  can  get 
such  assistance  he  can  usually  do  the  work  cheaper  himself.  That 
is  the  case  in  eyerj  country  of  which  I  have  had  any  experience. 

4895.  Is  there  any  reason  why  the  two  things  should  not  be 
combined? — In  many  cases  it  should  be  quite  possible. 

4896.  Are  not  the  failures  of  schemes  often  due  to  the  want  of 
scientific  knowledge  of  the  most  practical  methods  of  providing 
ngainst  floods  and  other  unforeseen  occurrences? — Certainly. 

4897.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  As  far  as  you  have  come  in  contact  with 
farmers  have  you  observed  that  they  have  an  aptitude  for  carrying 
out  irrigation  works? — Some  of  them  have  a  verv  great  aptitude. 

4898.  Would  you  therefore  recommend  that  local  bodies  should 
Inspect  the  sites  for  such  worlvs  before  the  Engineer  is  called  upon 
to  make  his  investigations,  and  make  sure  that  no  unnecessary 
engineering  expenses  are  incurred  by  the  farmer  at  the  outset? — I 
think  so,  provided  that  this  local  body  was  to  be  responsible  for  the 
recovery  of  the  loan ;  but  if  there  was  no  such  responsibility  I  do 
not  think  it  w6uld  ])e  worth  while;  it  would  only  be  extra  expense. 

4899.  Do  you  think  this  local  body  should  be  responsible  for 
the  loan? — Yes;  for  the  recovery  of  the  loan,  giving  some  local  rates 
as  securitv. 

4900.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  this  local  body  deputing  one 
or  two  of  its  members  to  inspect  a  site  for  irrigation  before  the  En- 
gineer is  sent  to  report  upon  it  ?-  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  in- 
clined to  give  a  loan,  except  for  small  sums,  purely  on  the  advice  of 
a  local  bodv,  especially  if  it  were  not  in  any  way  responsible  for  the 
recovery  of  the  loan. 

490*1.  You  would  not  recommend  the  Government  to  advance 
money  on  the  advice  or  recommendation  of  a  local  body  outside  of 
an  inspection  by  an  Engineer?— No,  unless  the  local  body  held  it- 
self responsible! 
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4902.  Would  it  hamper  your  Department  if  it  were  placed 
under  the  Agricultural  Department? — I  think  it  would  have  done 
so  during  the  past  year.  I  should  not  have  had  the  same  facilities 
for  getting  together  the  necessary  staff. 

4903.  You  have  your  own  engineers? — -Yes,  and  if  you  are 
going  to  have  an  Irrigation  Department  in  this  country  it  must  be 
properly  manned,  and  you  must  ensure  a  steady  flow  of  promotion 
throughout  the  Department,  which  is  a  difficult  thing  to  do  with  a 
very  small  staff.  My  experience  has  taught  me  that  it  is  a  good 
general  rule  to  have  all  the  engineering  branches  as  far  as  possible 
rmder  one  departmental  management. 

4904.  Do  you  admit  that  there  are  many  obstacles  and  delays 
in  consequence  of  the  farmer  having  to  go  to  three  different  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government  before  they  can  get  their  applications 
attended  to  ? — Yes ;  but  I  do  not  understand  why  he  should  have  to 
go  to  three  Departments. 

4905.  If  a  farmer  wants  a  loan  from  the  Government  he  has 
first  to  approach  the  Civil  Commissioner.  The  Civil  Commissioner 
sends  the  application  to  the  Agricultural  Department.  It  then 
appears  that  the  Agricultural  Department  has  nothing  more  to  do 
w^ith  it,  and  submits  it  to  the  Public  Works  Department,  which 
sends  an  engineer  to  the  locality.  After  the  Engineer  has  made  his 
report  and  it  is  favourable,  the  Public  Works  Department  has 
nothing  more  to  do  with  it,  and  it  goes  to  the  Treasury,  after  all  this 
expense  has  been  incurred,  to  see  if  any  money  is  available  for  the 
scheme ;  and  it  is  discovered  that  the  Treasurer  has  made  no  pro- 
vision. That  has  been  my  own  experience.  What  is  your  opinion 
of  such  a  procedure  ? — I  do  not  see  at  the  moment  why  the  applica- 
tion should  not  come  to  the  Irrigation  Department. 

4906.  But  the  Irrigation  Branch  is  not  acknowledged  as  a  De- 
partment; it  is  only  a  sub-Department;  what  then? — I  think  it 
should  be  dealt  with  as  far  as  possible  by  the  Irrigation  Branch  of 
tlir  Public  Works  Department. 

4907.  Do  you  think  the  Public  Works  Department  has  the 
requisite  qualifications  for  this  class  of  public  duty?  In  the  Secre- 
tary for  Agriculture  we  have  the  Ministerial  head  of  a  Department 
who  can  order  an  analysis  of  the  soil  before  all  the  ^jreliminary 
work  and  expense  are  undertaken,  in  order  to  see  if  it  is  proper  soil 
to  irrigate.  The  Public  Works  Department  is  not  in  contact  with 
these  things;  therefore,  would  it  not  have  to  apply  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Department?— I  have  been  twenty-five  years  associated  with 
irrigation,  and  T  have  never  yet  seen  soil  analysed  before  water  was 
applied  to  it  for  irrigation.  Where  there  is  no  previous  experience 
in  irrigating  any  class  of  soil  yoa  cannot  be  too  careful  in  your  pre- 
liminary investigations,  hut  the  facilities  for  sul)-soil  drainage  are 
of  even  more  importance  than  (he  chemical  constituents  of  the  soil. 

4908.  Did  not  the  soil  at  Van  Wyk's  Vlei  prove  to  be  imsuit- 
ab]e?---Yes,  chiefly  l)ecause  the  subsoil  drainage  was  at  fault.  No 
(!(jiiht,  however,  analyses  are  useful,  especially  in  a  new  country 
like  this.  In  I^.dia  there  has  been  irrigation  for  hundreds  of  years, 
and  the  snital)ility  of  a  soil  for  irrigation  is  generally  known  by  ex- 
))rrience.  But  even  there  the  Rev(>nu(>  Dejiartment,  of  which  Agri- 
cidtnre  is  a  brunch,  and  the  Irrigation  De|)avtment  are  very  closely 
associated,  and  before  any  large  irrigation  work  is  undertaken  the 
Revcmuc  Dcpnrtmcnt  report  as  to  the  nMurns  lik(>ly  to  be  derived 
from  it. 

4909.  Do  yon  think  the  Irrigation  Department  should  have  full 
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control  of  upplicalions  of  this  kind? — I  thinlv  the  applications 
should  come  to  that  Depaitnient,  as  being  the  one  niosL  interested 
in  siu)ving  them  through.  It  is  the  Department  which  has  to  shctv 
results,  and  it  should  be  its  business,  in  tlic  interests  of  the  farmer, 
to  see  that  there  is  no  ol^striiction. 

liilU.  Why  do  you  think  it  necessary  that  the  enhanced  value 
of  tin;  land  to  be  irrigated  should  always  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion when  a  Government  loan  is  negotiated?  Jiow  would  you 
arrive  at  an  estimate  of  that  enhanced  value  owing  to  the  construc- 
tion of  new  irrigation  works?  Would  that  ))e  dinw  before  the 
worl'^s  came  into  existence?  -An  Engineer  who  had  ex))erience  of 
irrigation  works  and  whose  work  takes  him  about  the  country 
examining  works  and  seeing  soils,  would  be  able,  on  inspecting  a 
hite,  10  advise  the  Government  fairly  well  of  the  land's  value  when 
brought  under  water.  The  dift'erence  in  value  between  irrigated 
arlci  uinrrigated  land  is  so  enormous  that  you  could  always  leave 
a  large  margin  for  safety  in  framing  yoiir  estimates  and  yet  increase 
considerably  the  amount  to  be  advanced  beyond  what  would  be 
safe  if  the  enhanced  value  were  not  to  be  considered  at  all.  The 
Engineer's  estimate  would  be  sufficiently  accurate  for  all  practical 
purposes. 

4911.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  When  you  say  that  the  difference  in 
value  is  enormous,  do  you  mean  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the 
land  would  be  doubled  when  the  irrigation  works  are  completed  ?~ 
r  would  a  great  deal  more  than  double  the  value.  Nowhere  in  the 
irrigated  districts  of  tlys  country  do  I  know  of  any  part  where 
irrig;dion  work's  have  only  doubled  the  value  of  the  land. 

Bernard  William  Ritso,  M.J.C.E.,  F.G.S  ,  examined. 

4912.  Chairman.]  What  is  your  otificial  position?—!  am  the  Tn- 
s|)ector  of  Boring. 

■491  o.  How  long  have  vou  been  in  the  Dep.irtment  ?-  I  have 
bt  en  in  the  Railway  and  Public  Works  Department  since  January, 
1R96,  and  have  been  in  charge  of  the  Boring  Branch  for  seven  years. 

4911.  Ts  the  countrv  satisfied  with  the  boring  operations  now 
carrieti  on  by  the  Department  ?- -Yes,  boring  for  water  is  very 
popular  indeed. 

4915.  Have  vou  a  sufficient  supply  of  bores  for  the  farmers;— 
We  have  not  had  sutf  cient  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  but  now 
we  have  over  50  bores,  and  we  have  also  organised  a  scheme  to  let 
out  boring  bv  contract.  There  are  at  the  present  time  about  30 
contractors'  drills  besides  the  Government  dnlls  working,  so  that 
there  are  80  boring  operations  under  my  immediate  control  to-day. 

4916.  Ts  that  sufficient  to  supply  all  the  people?— Yes,  it  is 
quite  enough.  It  is  possil)le  that  one  or  two  drills  may  have  to  be 
witluirawn^becaxise  we  shall  )iot  have  applications  for  them. 

4917.  Ts  that  on  account  of  the  prices  lieing  raised?— Partly, 
but  the  prices  have  been  lowered  again. 

4918.  But  that  is  lately.  Do  the  farmers  know  about  it?— I 
>^i:|)pose  so;  all  applicants  were  advised. 

4019.  Do  vou  admit  that  since  the  prices  were  raised  people 
did  nt)t  applv?— Oh,  ves,  thev  do  not  apply  so  readily. 

49-^0  Arid  you  have  to  w  ilhdraw  some  of  the  drills  on  account 
of  ha  vino  raised  the  prices?— Not  altogether  that.  Boring  by  con- 
tact has\-aught  on,  and  many  of  the  former  applicants  for  Govern- 
ment drills  have  now  arranged  with  contra.ctors.  and  are  boring 
under  sid^sidy. 
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4921.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  there  is  still  complaint  in  up- 
country  districts  of  want  of  boring  apparatus.  Should  the  Govern- 
ment make  provision  for  more  bores? — If  the  work  can  be  done  by 
contractors  under  a  subsidy  I  should  say  it  is  better  for  the  country 
generally  because  it  creates  a  boring  industry. 

4922.  Mr.  Oosthnisen.]  Do  you  find  that  there  are  sometimes 
complaints  amongst  the  farmers  on  account  of  the  system  of  distri- 
buting drills  in  the  different  districts? — I  do  not  think  so,  because 
the  ordinary  arrangement  is  that  when  there  are  no  more  applica- 
tions in  a  district,  and  a  drill  is  available,  it  is  sent  to  the  next  dis- 
trict that  has  the  largest  number  of  applicants,  No  one  can  com- 
plain of  that. 

4923.  Do  you  not  find  that  sometimes  one  applicant  who  lives 
a  long  distance  from  another  who  has  a  preferential  claim  is  sup- 
plied, and  a  lot  of  time  is  wasted  in  moving  the  drill  about  the 
c(.untry? — It  is  not  so.  The  movements  of  a  drill  are  organised  in 
this  way:  A  fist  of  applications  is  given  to  the  foreman,  and  he 
takes  them  in  the  order  of  priority,  by  date.  If  he  finds  that  the 
first  one  and  the  second  one  are  50  miles  apart,  he  does  not  go  to 
the  second  one,  but  to  the  third,  who  may  be  only  a  few  miles  dis- 
tant. The  foreman  uses  a  certain  amount  of  common  sense,  and 
farmers  in  the  district  are  quite  aware  of  the  arrangement  and  do 
not  want  anything  else.  We  combine  the  order  of  priority  with 
ideographical  order. 

4924.  Do  you  admit  that  applicants  have  refused  to  go  on  with 
b()ring  since  the  price  was  raised? — Yes,  since  the  foot  system  was 
introduced.  The  charge  for  Government  drills  was  so  much  a  day 
for  hire.  Now  we  charge  so  much  a  foot  bored.  The  old  appli- 
cants did  not  understand  this  foot  business,  and  were  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  meant  higher  charges,  so  that  many  of  them  refused 
to  re-apply. 

4925.  Mr.  Abraha?nso7i.]  Does  it  do  so? — There  is  a  little  differ- 
ence, but  on  an  average  nothing  very  considerable.  This  cost  per 
toot,  5s.,  is  about  one-third  the  whole  cost  of  ])oring,  but  as  the 
r.jiplicnnt  also  pays  for  transport  l)oys,  etc.,  he  contributes  about 
half  the  total  cost  of  boring. 

4926.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Do  you  find  that  many  contractors  are 
coming  into  the  market  now  to  do  boring? — Yes,  the  farmer 
naturally  thinks  he  is  getting  it  done  cheaper  by  a  contractor,  and 
lie  also  likes  to  have  a  greater  voice  in  the  matter,  and  make  his 
own  arrangements  as  to  when  the  work  is  done. 

4927.  Chairman.]  Does  he  get  it  done  cheaper? — No,  I  do  not 
think  he  does.  There  is  very  little  difference,  iDut  the  farmer  can 
b(!  sure  of  having  a  6-inch  bore-hole  for  his  money,  whereas  as 
many  of  the  Government  drills  are  diamond  drills  he  ma}^  have  to 
put  up  with  a  3-inch  hole  which  is  of  less  intrinsic  value.  Most 
contractors  use  the  percussion  machines. 

4928.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  con- 
tractors have  come  forward? — There  are  about  30  boring  operations 
being  done  by  contractors  under  Government  sul)sidy,  and  every 
day  there  are  more  contractors  going  into  the  field. 

4929.  Do  you  subsidise  farmers  who  are  old  applicants  if  they 
get  boring  done  by  a  contractor? — Yes,  the  old  applicants  can  make 
arrangements  with  a  contractor,  as  well  as  persons  who  have  not 
.*ipy)lied  before. 

4930.  Can  any  farmer  go  on  with  a  contractor  for  boring,  and 
will  the  Government  pay  a  subsidy?-   Yes.     H(>  must  first  make  an 
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aj)plic;ili()n  for  l)()ring  under  (iovorniiKMit  sub.sidy  and  an  arrange- 
ment witli  a  contractor,  then  if  his  application  is  accepted  llie  work 
can  be  commenced.  When  he  has  paid  the  contractor,  and  we 
lu.ve  all  the  documents  certified  by  tlie  Magistrate  that  the  con- 
tractor has  been  paid,  we  give  him  a  sul)si(ly  of  7s.  Od.  per  foot. 

4931.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  What  is  the  charge? — The  usual  con- 
trac^tor's  charge  is  about  15s.  per  foot,  and  if  it  is  less  than  15s.,  the 
subsidy  is  inner  moi-e  than  half  the  cost,  if  it  is  14s.  or  10s.  we 
only  pay  7s.  or  5s.  j^er  foot  subsidy. 

49;52.  You  (July  subsidise  up  to  7s.  Gd.?-  'ihe  highest  piice  we 
pay  is  Hs.  per  foot  for  either  a  lined  or  unlined  hole.  If  the  farmer 
cannot  get  Iwring  done  under  25s.  the  Government  do  not  contri- 
bute more  than  8s. 

4933.  Mr.  (hven-Lewis.]  What  procedure  does  the  farmer  adopt 
in  applying  for  a  Government  drill? — He  sends  in  an  application  to 
ihe  Secretary  for  Public  Works,  who  considers  it  and  apju'oves  of 
it  or  not.  Many  people  ajjply  who  are  not  agriculturists,  but  no 
cue  except  farmers  are  subsidised  or  assisted.  All  who  are  not 
bona-jjde  farmers  ]iay  the  full  price.  The  Secretary  for  Public 
Works  decides  whether'  the  applicant  is  a  bona-fidc  farmer  or  not. 
The  a])plicant  has  to  give  his  name,  the  name  of  his  farm,  and  the 
ward  and  division  in  which  he  lives.  If  there  is  any  doubt  as  lo 
v.hether  an  applicant  is  a  farmer  reference  is  made  to  the  Magis- 
trate for  information. 

4934.  On  what  ground  would  the  Secretary  for  Public  Works 
refuse  an  application? — State-aid  is  only  rendered  to  farmers,  and 
others  are  onlv  bored  for  at  full  cost  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances. If  the  application  is  accepted  it  is  sent  over  to  my  branch 
for  the  work  to  be  executed  in  due  course. 

4935.  Would  you  l)e  opposed  to  your  Department  coming  under 
the  Agricultural  Department? — I  should  not  be  opposed  to  it.  I 
would  rather  be  inclined  to  think  it  would  be  more  in  the  interests 
of  the  development  of  the  boring  for  water  throughout  the  country. 
']  he  search  for  and  the  utilisation  of  underground  water  is  different 
to  irrigation,  as  there  are  no  large  engineering  works  to  construct 
.such  as  are  generally  associated  with  a  Public  Works  Department, 
and  it  is  very  necessary  that  the  Boring  Branch  should  be  well  in 
touch  with  the  farmer,*  in  order  that  its  officers  should  understand 
his  exact  needs. 

4936.  Do  you  ever  find  there  are  complaints  amongst  farmers 
as  to  the  regulations  for  moving  the  drills  and  the  way  they  are 
used? — There  are  very  few  complaints.  Of  course,  everyone  wants 
to  be  bored  for  first,  but  considering  the  number  of  bore-holes  put 
down  the  percentage  of  complaints  is  very  small. 

4937.  Have  you  got  capable  men  in  charge  of  the  drills? — Yes, 
we  get  the  best  men  we  can.  One  of  the  difficulties  is  to  get  good 
foremen,  and  I  have  to  train  a  great  many.  We  have  a  regular 
system  of  taking  on  mechanics  and  teaching  them  the  trade  of 
boring. 

4938.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Is  that  very  difficult ?— No,  we  give 
them  six  months'  training,  with  a  hand-worked  drill  first,  and  a 
like  period  with  a  steam-power  drill.  A  mechanic  by  trade  who 
knows  how  to  keep  machinery  in  repair  is  then  quite  capable  of 
working  a  diamond  drill. 

4939.  Who  pays  for  the  transport  of  the  drill  ?— The  Govern- 
ment pay  the  railway  transport,  but  the  farmer  pays  the  wagon 
transport  from  the  railway  station  or  from  the  previous  site  of 
operations, 
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4940.  Does  the  farmer  have  to  make  any  payment  in  advance, 
before  the  drill  actually  reaches  his  land? — Absolutely  nothing. 
The  account  is  only  sent  in  when  the  l)oring  operations  are  finished. 
The  foreman  is  responsible  for  the  drill  the  whole  time  it  is  opera- 
ting on  a  farm. 

4941.  How  long  would  it  take,  with  the  number  of  drills  at  your 
command,  to  satisfy  all  the  present  applicants  with  l)ores? — The 
number  of  applicants  at  jiresent  is  not  very  large.  When  the  jjrices 
were  changed  from  the  daily  hire  plan  to  a  charge  per  foot,  all  the 
existing  applicants,  about  1,250,  were  advised  of  the  change  and 
asked  to  re-apply.     Only  a  small  proportion,  however,  re-applied. 

4942.  How^  long  would  it  have  taken  to  satisfy  these  1,250?— 
About  three  years,  with  the  plant  we  had  then,  but  if  all  the  drills 
were  working  of?  the  old  applicants  in  the  meantime  another  250 
wculd  have  accumulate_d. 

4943.  Do  you  not  think  there  might  be  some  system  of  co- 
cperation  amongst  farmers  requiring  drills,  whereby  Government 
could  assist  by  means  of  a  loan  for  the  purchase  of  a  drill,  so  that 
they  could  do  their  own  boring,  and  pay  the  interest  on  the  capital 
advanced? — There  Avas  a  system  of  selling  drills  on  the  £  for  £ 
principle,  but  that  was  found  objectionable.  When  I  first  took 
charge  I  enquired  into  this  and  I  began  to  he  very  doubtful  as  to  its 
success. 

4944.  Why  ?- -Because  there  had  been  120  drills  disposed  of, 
and  I  ascertained  that  only  a  few  of  them  were  working.  I  then 
considered  it  advisable  to  send  and  inspect  all  the  drills  that  had 
been  sold  on  the  £  for  £  principle,  and  T  found  that  only  twelve 
were  aclaally  at  work.  Some  of  the  others  had  been  stored,  some 
had  been  thrown  aside,  others  were  broken  and  useless,  while  four 
or  five  had  never  been  unpacked. 

4945.  Mr.  Or  pen.']  Were  these  diamond  drills? — Yes. 

4946.  Mr.  Ahrahainson?\  Why  had  the  farmers  acted  in  this 
manner? — Because  the  farmers  found  it  very  diflficult  to  get  quali- 
fied men  to  work  their  drills  and  the  expense  of  renewing  the  dia- 
mond crowns  was  something  they  did  not  anticipate  at  all.  When, 
owing  to  want  of  the  necessary  skill,  they  smashed  a  crown  and 
were  called  upon  to  spend  £100  to  renew  it  they  were  surjjrised.  So 
they  gave  them  up  as  a  bad  job,  with  the  exception  of  a  fcAv  who 
Icok  more  trouble  about  the  matter  and  learned  to  worl\  thoii-  own 
machines  with  economy  and  success. 

4946.\.  Would  it  be  necessary  to  increase  your  bores  io  any 
great  extent  in  order  to  meet  a  general  demand  ? — The  contract 
system  seems  to  meet  the  case.  The  farmer,  instead  of  working  a 
bore  himself,  goes  to  a  man  who  has  a  boring  machini',  and  whose 
business  it  is  to  bore  for  water,  and  makes  an  arrangement  with 
him.  Possibly  in  time  in  every  village  in  the  coimtry  Ihero  will  lie 
a  boring  contractor  who  will  undertake  the  work. 

4947.  In  order  to  simplify  matters,  and  to  be  of  more  benefit  to 
the  farmers,  would  you  favour  the  granting  of  a  subsidy  on  the  £ 
for  £  principle?     No,  T  lhiid<  Ihe  present  amouni  of  subsid\'  satis 
factory  because  there  are  more  aiid   nioic  people  applying  Io  liore 
o^i  the  lu-eseni  terms  evei'y  nionlh. 

4948.  But  have  niaM\'  apijlications  not  l)een  wil  lulraw  ii  ?  Yes, 
bu!  people  are  still  applying  every  day. 

4949.  Does  it  not  show  that  something  must  1)e  wrong  when 
these  npnlications  have  l)een  withdrawn?  No;  making  Ihe  price 
per  foot  is  a  more  aatisfactors-  systeiu  of  payment  iilthougli  il  costs 
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ilic  faiDifi-  iciliier  more  than  it  did  when  he  paid  so  much  for  daily 
h'wv.  The  provciiliiig  industrial  depression,  too,  had  something  to 
do  with  withdrawal  of  applications. 

4950.  Why  not  make  the  price  so  that  it  will  not  cost  the  farmer 
more  ^-If  we  reduce  the  price  to  what  it  was  liefore,  we  shall  get 
more  a])})lications  than  we  can  deal  with. 

4i)5l.  If  the  coniract  system  is  increasing,  you  lhinl\  it  is  the 
best  way  of  working,  you  would  not  increase  your  applications  for 
C!ov(vrnnien1  diills.  Are  they  not  very  few? — Yes,  for  Government 
drills,  hut  there  are  plenty  for  those  of  contractors.  Many  of  the 
people  who  inh^nded  to  make  use  of  Government  drills  are  employ- 
ing coniractois  under  subsidy.  'I'he  subsidy  system  seems  to  be  re- 
]jlacing  the  Government  drills  on  the  hire  system. 

¥.)~v2.  Are  you  satisfied  that  boring  for  water  is  a  great  success^ 
-At  present  we  are  doing  more  boring  work  than  we  ever  did 
before.  I  have  80  ijoring  operations  in  progress  now,  and  when  1 
took  charge  some  seven  years  ago,  we  had  only  twenty. 

4953.  You  tliink  you  would  be  more  useful  under  the  agricul- 
tural than  under  the  Public  Works  Department  ? — i  think  better 
arrangements  could  be  made  for  developing  the  underground  water 
resources  of  the  Colony,  besides  there  are  many  things  that  could 
be  done  to  improve  the  practical  utility  of  the  Boring  Branch.  For 
jjislance  there  are  a  good  many  small  farmers  who  cannot  afford 
to  pay  cash  for  l)oring,  and  if  arrangements  were  made  for  deferred 
payments,  many  of  them  would  bore  who  now  find  it  impossible  to 
lay  down  £50  or  £100  cash.  This  could  be  done  by  a  system  of 
ci'odit,  practically  a  small  loan  which  could  be  easily  arranged  for 
by  the  Agricultural  Department. 

4954.' And  would  you  expect  the  farmer  to  give  some  kind  of 
security? — Yes,  perhaps  on  the  Agricultural  Bank  system. 

4955.  Mr.  Rvbidrie.]  Do  you  say  you  have  altered  the  system  of 
payment  to  5s.  per  foot? — Yes. 

4956.  Does  that  include  supplymg  water  and  fuel? — No.  The 
farmer  now  pays  5s.  a  foot,  but  he  supplies  the  water  for  boring, 
transport,  labour,  and  fuel,  which  costs  about  2s.  6d.  or  3s.  per  foot. 

4957.  Mr.  Orpen.]  It  was  stated  before  the  Select  Committee  last 
year  that  there  was  little  hope  of  the  Government  ever  being  able 
tc  cope  with  the  enormous  accumulation  of  ajjplications  for  l)ores; 
are  vou  aware  of  that? — Yes. 

4958.  How  is  it  you  find  it  possible  to  wipe  off  all  arrears?— By 
raising  the  price  of  boring.  The  applicants  object  and  ^^ithdraw 
ilieir  a))j)llcations.  Had  we  lowered  the  price  thousands  more 
would  have  been  added  to  the  accumulation  of  applications. 

4958a.  Since  the  demand  for  Government  drills  l)y  farmers  is 
diminishing,  what  is  the  prospect  of  future  employment  for 
Government  Ijoring  plant?— I  find  that  a  great  deal  of  the  diminu- 
tion is  due  to  the  bad  times.  I  think  that  at  the  present  price  we 
shall  always  have  sufficient  work  for  50  drills. 

4959.  is  it  possible  for  Government  to  undertake  deep  boring 
in  prospecting  for  water? — Yes,  we  have  the  necessary  plant  for 
that. 

49(i0.  Is  it  at  present  in  use?— We  have  three  large  drills  suit- 
al)le  for  that  purpose.  One  of  them  is  stored  at  present,  and  we 
have  two  at  work,  but  another  will  also  be  shortly  at  liberty. 

4961.  Why  should  they  be  stored  ?— Because  they  are  not  suit- 
al)l(>  for  ordiiiary  farm-work,  for  shallow  bore-holes  They  are 
capable  of  going' to  a  depth  of  3,000  feet. 
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•49(32.  Mr.  Uwen-Letvis.]  Who  is  responsible  for  raising  the  price? 
—The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works.  It  is  arranged  in  his  De- 
])artment.  I  do  not  make  the  scale  of  charges  for  boring.  I  only 
execute  the  work. 

4963.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  idea  what  water- 
boring  costs  the  State  each  year,  over  and  above  what  you  get  in 
as  fees  from  the  farmers? — Yes.  The  vote  has  been  gradually  in- 
creased each  year.  During  the  last  half  financial  year,  July  to  De- 
ctmber,  we  spent  £25,000,  but  about  £7,000  of  that  amount  will  be 
returnable.  We  are  practically  spending  £50,000  a  year  of  the  Par- 
liamentary provision. 

4964.  Does  that  include  the  purchase  of  bores? — Yes;  but  we 
have  only  purchased  two  this  year. 

4965.  Apart  from  their  purchase,  what  would  be  the  annual 
cost  to  the  State? — During  the  year  1904  we  bored  60,000  feet  at  a 
net  cost  of  about  c&o5,000.  The  exact  number  of  bore-holes  1  do 
not  remember. 

4966.  Mr.  Abrahumson.]  What  do  you  do  with  the  cores? — They 
are  carefully  labelled  and  preserved  and  from  time  to  time  i)acked 
along  with  the  respective  sections  of  the  bore-holes  properly  tabu- 
Ifited,  and  sent  to  the 'Geological  Commission. 

4967.  Do  they  do  anything  with  them? — I  do  not  know,  but  I 
have  no  doubt  they  do. 

4963.  ±>o  you  think  they  might  be  useful  in  connection  with 
searches  for  minerals? — Decidedly  useful.  Most  of  them  are  from 
districts  which  the  Geological  Survey  have  not  yet  examined. 
When  these  districts  are  surveyed  they  will  no  doubt  make  con- 
siderable use  of  the  cores. 

49G9.  Vvhy  did  the  Government  get  out  these  drills  for  deep- 
boring? — It  was  found  that  in  many  cases  we  wanted  to  go  to 
depths,  which  ordinary  machines,  which  go  down  to  about  500  feet, 
could  not  reach.  One  drill  was  then  bought,  and  when  mineral 
boring  was  undertaken  by  Government  another  large  drill  was 
bought  for  that  purpose  alone. 

4970.  Has  that  been  used? — ^Yes.  We  put  a  hole  down  for  the 
Cape  Land  and  Coal  Company  at  Kuils  River.  We  went  down 
1,000  feet.  We  charge  them  the  full  price;  there  is  no  assistance  or 
suljsid.y  given  to  any  syndicate  or  companies. 

4971.  Do  the  Government  intend  to  apply  these  deep  drills  to 
their  own  use  in  l)oring  for  water  or  minerals? — I  do  not  know  the 
intention  of  the  Department. 

4972.  Mr.  Oo.sthuisen.]  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  progress  we  are 
maldng  with  ])oring  in  this  country  ? — I  am  not  satisfied,  if  you 
mean  tiie  progress  we  are  making  in  the  development  of  our  under- 
ground water  supplies  generally. 

497:}.  Can  you  recommend  how  bettei  results  could  be  obtained? 
—I  should  recommend  ex|)erimenlal  boring;  a  great  deal  of  e.\|)l()ra- 
tion  should  \)v  done  in  search  of  artesian  sup])lies. 

4974.  Is  il  not  ihe  case  that  at  present  the  l)oring  done  by  the 
Governnicnl  and  the  contractors,  and  subsidised  by  lh(>  Govern- 
ment, is  purely  what  you  might  term  exix'i-iuienlal  work'  They 
do  hf)!  have  more  than  a  certain  number  of  holes  on  a  farm!" — The 
whole  of  the  work  is  either  wholly  or  jiartly  ])Mi(]  for  by  the  ajipli- 
cant,  but  none  of  il  is  what  would  be  {tailed  experimental  work, 
which  wduld  !)('  work  paid  for  by  the  Government  alone,  to  prove 
whether  wnter  existed  in  ;i  district  or  not. 

4975.  But  you  limit  the  develoi)nuMit   by  '>idy  I)oring  two  holes 
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oil  ail  ii|)[)licaiirs  fann ;  iw  that  not  so? — That  wuh  done  in  (U'der  tq 
try  and  deal  vvitli  more  ai)i)licants  with  the  same  numljer  ot  drills.. 

4976.  If  you  do  not  find  water  in  a  bore-hole  does  the  applicant 
pay  all  the  same? — Yes. 

4977.  Have  you  ever  lost  money  by  boring  for  farmers  who  were 
ur!at)le  to  pay? — There  have  been  very  few  cases  imU'cd.  We  have 
dealt  with  300  applicanls  in  a  year  and  we  have  not  had  more 
than  one  loss. 

4978.  Is  that  without  taking  any  security  previous  to  the  bor- 
ing l)eing  done? — Yes. 

'I ohn  Christian  Ijoock,  examined. 

1979.  <  'hiiinii(iii.\  Are  you  a  farmer? — Yes,  a  shee])  and  goat  far- 
mer, and  an  agriculturist,  in  Uniondale  or  Willowmore. 

4980.  \)o  you  more  or  less  Icnow  the  object  of  this  Commission? 
—Yes. 

4981.  Do  you  approve  tlie  suggestions  (o  a])point  a  Local  Com- 
mittee of  Agriculture  in  every  Fiscal  Division,  a  small  body  to  act 
between  the  farmers  and  the  Government? — Yes. 

4982.  Do  you  also  apjirove  of  the  })roposal  to  form  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  ? — Yes. 

4983.  Mr.  Ru()id(je.]  How  would  you  elect  the  Local  Committee 
ill  tacli  Division? — I  think  each  Divisional  Council  member  should 
have  the  right  to  nominate  two  residents  of  the  Ward  he  represents 
on  that  Council.  These  nominees  should  meet  together  and  elect 
cne  out  of  each  Field-cornetcy,  and  these  can  be  called  the  Local 
Committee. 

4984.  Then  you  would  not  give  the  right  of  electing  these  Com- 
mittee men  in  the  different  Field-cornetcies  to  the  landowners? 
Ycu  would  place  it  iji  the  hands  of  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Cer- 
tainly. 

4985.  Should  a  member  of  the  Divisional  Council  have  the 
pctwer  to  nominate  himself  ? — Yes.  The  Government  should  also 
have  the  right  to  appoint  two  mend)ers.  I  think  by  that  means 
the  l)est  men  would  be  selected  to  perform  the  duties  of  this  Com- 
mittee. 

4986.  Would  you  have  the  Civil  Commissioner  presiding  at  the 
iiieetings  of  the  Local  Committee? — Yes. 

4987.  What  would  the  next  step  be  ? — That  would  be  to  form 
the  higher  Council  out  of  these  Local  Committees.  The  Council 
sliouki  meet  once  a  year,  which  would  be  quite  enough,  in  order  to 
consider  the  resolutions  of  the  Local  Committees,  and  amend,  adopt, 
or  reject  them.  The  Council  would  consist  of  one  representative  of 
each  Fiscal  Division,  seventy-five  in  all. 

4988.  Would  you  have  Government  nominees  on  that  Council? 
— No.  This  Council  could  only  approach  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment through  resolutions,  so  as  to  give  the  Department  an  oppor- 
tunity of  legislating  on  points  necessary  for  the  agricultural  de- 
velopment of  the  Colony.  They  would  have  nothing  more  to  do 
beyond  addressing  their  resolutions  to  the  JDepartment.  The  Local 
Committees  should  have  the  right  to  inspect  small  irrigation  works, 
s^>  as  to  do  away  with  Engineers'  reports,  for  they  are  a  stumbling 
block  when  small  schemes  are  proposed.  For  large  undertakings 
they  are  right  enough. 

4989.  Have  you  any  fear  that  politics  will  be  introduced  into 
the  selections  as  you  propose? — I  have  no  fear  whatever,  if  these 
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either  by  ratepayers  or  landowners,  politics  will  creep  in.  That  is 
why  1  suggest  tiiis  method. 

4990.  Do  yoLi  tear  Ilia  I  yuu  would  not  get  the  best  men,  as  poli- 
tics would  be  introduced  if  there  were  elections  by  th(>  landowners? 
—Yes. 

4991.  As  a  mailer  of  fact,  is  it  recognised  in  your  Division  that 
politics  are  to  a  great  extent  introduced  into  Divisional  Council 
elections? — 1  cannot  say  that  is  the  case  in  my  part  of  the  Colony. 
We  get  the  best  men  (here,  irrespective  of  political  ideas. 

4992.  Do  you  not  think  il  w^ould  be  expedient  lo  have  an  Ad- 
visory Board  of  Agriculture,  such  as  is  suggested  in  the  Memoran- 
dum before  you,  to  consist  of  nine  or  eighteen  members?  II  would 
depend  upon  how  they  would  be  appointed. 

4993.  Tlie  proposal  is  that  they  should  be  elected  from  the  dif- 
ferent Legislative  Council  Circles,  one,  or  two,  from  each  Circle. 
Do  you  approve  of  the  suggestion? — I  consider  you  would  have  an 
Advisorv  Board  from  the  iDegiiining,  in  these  Local  Committees. 

4994.  It  is  thought  that  tliere  should  be  a  Board  of  xVgriculture 
to  advise  the  Department  on  all  important  matters  afTecting  the 
farming  industiy,  the  framing  of  the  Estimates  of  the  Department, 
etc.    Do  you  not  agree  to  that  ?— It  may  be  worth  considering. 

4995.  Mr.  OtvenLcivis.]  This  Board  of  Agriculture  would  be  an 
Executive  Committee  to  come  to  Cape  Town  sevenil  times  a  year, 
discuss  all  questions  of  importance  connected  with  the  advance- 
ment of  agriculture,  and  be  in  close  touch  with  the  Agricultural 
Department  in  the  interests  of  the  farming  community  throughout 
the  whole  Colony.  Do  you  not  think  that  w^ould  be  a  beneficial 
body  !"  T  think  that  w^ould  be  a  good  thing,  and  they  should  be 
elected  out  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture. 

490(3.  Do  you  think  one  member  from  each  Legislative  Council 
Circle  would  be  sufticient,  or  should  there  be  two  ? — One,  I  think, 
would  be  enough. 

4997.  Mr.  Riib/d(jr.\  Aie  you  in  favour  of  the  mendters  of  these 
Local  Comnutlces  receiving  any  remuneration  for  their  services? — 
I  think  Ihey  should  be  allo\ved  their  actual  expenses. 

4998.  Mr.  Blaine.}  Would  you  have  Governmenl  nnniinees  on 
tjic  AdAisory  Board  (,)f  Agriculture? — Yes,  I  think  there  should  be 
a  few. 

4999.  Should  that  Board  be  merely  an  ach'isory  and  not  an 
e.vef'ntive  body? — Only  advisory. 

i)0()0.  Mr.  Oo.tihuisen.]  Do  yow  Ihink  llicrc  woidd  be  sufficient 
men  in  each  Fiscal  Division  lo  serve  on  these  Loc;d  Comnultees  of 
Agriculture  if  (hey  received  uo  remuneration  for  their  services,  not 
even  their  actual  expenses  ?  Would  they  liave  sufficient  public 
spirit  and  ))al  riotism  ?-I  an)  afrnid  you  would  not  get  the  best  men 
then. 

5001.  If  Ihc  appoini  nicnls  were  lo  be  by  Divisional  Council 
nomination,  would  you  also  have  Municipal  (Councils  e.xei'cising  a 
voice  in  the  selection  of  these  two  men  from  each  Field  coi-netcy  ? — 
No,  1   would  confine  ii  entirely  to  the  Divisional  Couneil. 

5002.  Do  yon  Ihink  by  that  means  you  woidd  g(>l  a  sutlicieiilly 
representative  bod\'  of  landowners?-  Yes. 

5003.  You  would  entirely  exclude  voting? — 1  do  not  want  voting 
in  it  at  all. 

5004.  Do  you  not  Ihink  the  farnuM's  would  lake  no  interest  in 
Ibis   r>oral  Committee  if  the  members  were  merelv  nominated   b\' 
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tiif  J)i\isioiial  Cuuiicil,  llms  luiviiig  no  say  in  llic  lualter  f- They 
have  ilieir  say  Ihiouoh  their  J)ivisioual  Cuuiicil  fcprcsciilulivcs, 
who  are  mostly  elected  by  the  landowners.  1  am  afraid,  if  you 
hfive  elections,  politics  will  get  hi. 

5005.  What  harm  would  the  elections  have  if  politics  were 
strictly  excluded  ^—We  would  not  gel  the  best  men.  We  want  men 
oi  practical  experience  as  farmers.  For  instance,  we  do  not  want 
men  who  nuM'ely  started  with  capital,  but  those  wlio  have  created 
capital  out  of  farming — })ractical  farmers. 

500().  lUit  you  would  not  be  opposed  to  men  of  capital  who 
spend  i1  in  developing  the  country?-  Certainly  not. 

5007.  Arc  you  of  o|)inioii  thai  the  Local  Committees  would 
benehl  their  respective  Fiscal  Dix'isions  by  assisting  to  develop 
agriculture  ? — Yes. 

5008.  Can  you  (ell  us  what  functions  you  would  entrust  them 
w-itn; — That  is  rather  didicull.  Why  1  am  in  favour  of  Local  Com- 
miti;oes  is  because  they  know^  local  interests;  they  know  what  is 
being  done  and  what  can  be  done.  It  would  be  no  use  having 
stiT.ngers  on  these  Committees,  for  they  would  not  understand  local 
conditions. 

5000.  Mr.  (Jive  II- Lew  is.]  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advantageous 
thai  the  permanent  heacl  of  the  .Agricultural  Department  should 
be  a  man  of  practical  experience  in  agriculture,  instead  of  one  who 
has  never  been  a  farmer? — I  should  think  he  ought  to  be  a  man 
Avho  has  gained  a  great  deal  of  practical  experience. 

50 iO.  Chairman.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  Government  giving 
some  sui)i)orl  to  lh(>  farmers  by  means  of  loans  on  the  £  for  £  prin- 
ciple, and  (hat  Divisional  Councils  should  have  the  j)ower  to  levy 
an  agricultural  rale,  so  that  farmers  may  be  enabled  to  construct 
dams  and  other  reproductive  works,  the  Government  being  at  the 
same  time  fully  secured  for  these  loans? — That  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  points,  and  I  can  suggest  nothing.  It  is  difficult  to  give 
(1)(^  divisional  Council  any  opportunity  of  raising  a  rate.  I  cannot 
approve  of  that,  l)u(  \  am  in  fa^■our  of  (he  Government  advancing 
nioney  for  irrigation  works  if  the  loans  are  secured. 

5011.  Mr.  Rnbidffe.]  Would  you  have  the  Government  advancing 
money  on  loan  for  the  erection  of  jackal-proof  fencing  ? — No,  no- 
thing of  that  kind. 

5012.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Divisional  Council? — No. 

5013.  Mr.  Owen-Leivi."^'.]  Are  most  of  the  farms  in  your  district 
bonded? — I  do  not  lliink  so.  I  think  my  district  is  very  safe,  so 
far,  although  some  of  them  may  have  mortgages. 

5014.  1)0  you  mean  that  although  farms  may  l)e  niorlgaged,  as 
fai'  as  you  know,  they  are  not  bonded  u})  to  the  full  value?-  That 
is  right. 

50L5.  Would  the  farmers  have  an>-  difficulty  in  raising  money 
locally  to  build  dams? — I  am  afraid  they  would  not  get  money 
loeally. 

501(1.  Chairman.]  Ar(>  there  any  irrigation  schemes  that  can  Ije 
cai'ried  out  in  your  district? — There  is  one  at  wiiich  they  are  now- 
busy,  very  near  to  me.  It  is  for  laying  a  pii)e,  not  l)uilding  a  dam. 
We  must  gel  our  advances  from  the  Government  and  not  from  any 
j)rivate  individual,  as  he  might  give  it  for  six  or  twelve  months 
only. 

5017.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  The  farmers  who  stand  most  in  need  of 
fuiancial  assistance  to  develo])  their  land  are  those  who  cannot 
raise   mnnny   on    their   property,   being  already   mortgaged.      The 
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Commission  want  to  devise  some  scheme  in  which  the  State  could  < 

nialve  advances  to  carry  out  reproductive  worlds  which  would  give  i 

a  sound  security  to  the  Government  without  injuring  the  interests  j 

of  the  bond-holder.    The  suggestion  is  that  the  State  should  charge  ] 

4r^  per  cent,  and  1^  per  cent,  sinking  fund,  making  an  annual 
charge  of  6  ])er  cent.,  which  in  thirty-tAvo  years  would  pay  off  both  | 

capital  and  interest,  and  that  this  6  per  cent,  should  become  a  first  } 

charge  on  the  land.  The  question  is,  would  the  mortgagee  call  in 
his  money  if  this  scheme  became  law,  and  this  6  per  cent,  became  a 
first  charge,  and  if  he  did  call  up  his  mortgage,  would  not  other 
people  be  found  prepared  to  take  up  the  mortgage,  seeing  that  the 
amount  advanced  b}'  the  Government  and  expended  by  the  farmer 
in  the  coiistruction  of  .reproductive  works  would  naturally  have 
increased  the  value  of  the  land  from  v>'hat  it  was  when  the  mort- 
gage was  first  grantedi — I  think  if  you  bring  such  a  scheme  to  the 
understanding  of  the  farmers,  it  will  be  a  great  help.  It  would  be 
a  very  good  plan,  and  does  not  seem  to  present  any  serious  diffi- 
culties. 

5018.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Do  you  think  that  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment, as  at  present  constituted,  is  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farmers? — I  do  not  think  so,  because  I,  for  one,  know  very  little  of 
how  it  is  constituted,  or  how  it  exists.  I  think  the  majority  of  the 
farmers  in  my  district  are  in  the  same  position. 

5019.  Have  the  Government  made  any  experiment  in  your  dis- 
trict in  the  direction  of  improving  farming  methods? — The  only 
thing  I  know  of  is  a  scheme  which  is  now  on,  and  has  been  on  for 
two  years.  It  is  an  irrigation  scheme.  As  far  as  my  experience 
goes,  the  Government  start  something  on  the  strength  of  a  report. 
Then  they  send  an  engineer,  and  there  is  another  report,  and  a 
second  engineer,  follow^ed  by  a  third  report,  and  there  it  stays.  The 
scheme  I  refer  to  is  for  £1,500,  and  for  two  years  the  parties  have 
been  in  vain  trying  to  get  it  through.  This  is  not  in  my  district, 
where  they  have  never  tried  any  experimental  scheme. 

5020.  The  scheme  you  speak  of,  is  it  carried  out  with  the  aid 
of  Government  money? — Yes. 

5021.  Has  the  applicant  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  it 
through? — When  he  has  got  it  through  so  far,  and  the  Government 
have  approved  of  it,  and  the  engineers  have  approved,  he  cannot 
get  the  money  from  the  Government,  and  nothing  has  been  done, 
although  the  estimated  cost  is  only  £1,500. 

5022.  Taking  the  proposals  mentioned  in  the  Memorandum,  do 
you  think  that  as  a  whole,  and  if  carried  into  effect,  they  would 
be.nefit  the  country? — Yes,  and  I  think  they  would  find  favour  with 
the  farmers. 

5023.  Have  you  anything  else  that  you  would  lik(>  to  suggest  to 
the  Cnniinission,  whicli  might  be  of  any  benefit  to  the  farmers? — 
No;  if  the  Government  will  advance  cheap  loans,  and  reform  the 
Agricidliiral  Dcpn  rtincnt,  that  will  be  sufficient. 
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Monday,  I6th  January,  1905. 


PRESENT : 

P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 

Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C.  O.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.  R.  Oijh'Ji,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

L.  Abraliamson.  Esq.,  M.L.A.  W.  Rubitlge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

G.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Dr.  E.  A.  Nobbs  (E.xpert 
C.  E.  Tod,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Adviser). 

Thomas  Mvir,  CM.G.,  LL.D.,  M.A.,  F.H.S.,  examined. 

5024.  Chairman.]  You  are  Superintendeut-(jieneral  of  Education? 
—Yes. 

5025.  The  Commission  would  like  to  know  whether  you  could 
give  them  some  information  with  regard  to  the  Industrial  Schools 
of  the  Colony — whether  you  are  satisfied  with  the  results  obtained, 
and   if  not,   whether  you   can   suggest   any   remedy  ? — That  is   a 
pretty  large  question,  and  I  would  just  refer  at  the  outset    to    the 
fact  that  I  have  put  a  great  deal  of  the  required  information  on 
paper  to  a  previous  Commission,  and  that  I  would  be  glad  to  give 
you  the  reference,  so  that  it  could    be    read.*    I  may  repeat  very 
shortly,    that    when   we    thought    it   desiral)le    to    have    Industrial 
Schools,  we  found  there  were  no  provisions  in  the  Education  Act 
for  such  things.       When  the  Act  of  1865  was  passed,  industrial 
education  was  api)arently  a  thing  that  had  not  been  thought  of,  un- 
less   for   natives,   and    the    consequence  was  that  when  the  desire 
came  about  for  the  industrial  education  of  the  "  poor  whites,"  as 
they  were  called,  we  had  to  utilise  an  Act  which  provided  only  for 
similar  education  to  natives.     Taking  the  Act  as  it  stood  and  the 
regulations  under  the  Act,  I  devised  two  systems  on  which  such 
institutions  could  be  carried  on,  and  we  left  it  to  the  local  people 
to  choose  which  of  these  they  would  liKe  to  put  in  force.    The  main 
distinction  betAveen  the  two  was  this: — In  the  one  case  it  was  un- 
derstood that  the  pupils  would  become  apprentices  to  people  out- 
side the  institution,  and  in  the  other  case  that  they  would  be  taught 
their  trades  in  the  institution  itself.     In  Cape  Town,  for  example, 
the  idea  rather  was  that  since  there  was  a  large  number  of  local 
tradesmen  who  would  welcome  boys  of  that  kind,  they  should  be 
aj-'in'oached,  with  the  view  of  getting  them  to  take  a  certain  num- 
ber of  such  boys ;  that  these  boys,  when  their  day's  work  was  done, 
should  live  in  the  Home,  as  it  w^as  called,  where  there  would  be  a 
House-father,  who  would  look  after  their  clothing  and  moral  train- 
ir  g   and  also  their  book  education.    An  example  of  the  other  type 
of  school  was  the  school  started  at  Uitenhage,  where,  as  I  have 
said,  the  object  was  to  have  instructors  in  trades  actually  attached 
to   the   institution,    the   number   of   trades   being,   therefore,    more 
limited  than  they  were  likely  to  be  under  the  Cape  Town  system. 
Well,  several  places  w.ere  started  on  these  lines,  and  I  had  hoped 
that  we  should  get  a  good  deal  of  experience  by  a  comparison  of 
the  two  systems,  and  that,  when  we  had  that  experience,  then  we 
should     come     to    Parliament,     and    get     a     sort     of    amending 
Bill   for  dtialing  with  the  whole   subject  of  industrial   education. 

*  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  School  Boards  and  Teachers  (1902),  pp.  263-270. 
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Bc't'jic  the  war  l)Loi\L'  oul  we  had  gut  so  far  that  I  appointed  a 
Commission,  consisting  of  an  Inspector  of  Schools  and  anotlier 
member,  to  report  on  (he  whole  of  the  institutions  that  we  had  set 
going;  to  go  round  the  countr}^  visit  them  all,  and  institute  a  com- 
parison between  them. 

5026.  Were  there  more  than  two  of  these  schools  i — Yes.  I  merely 
gave  you  these  two  as  types — one  of  one  kind  and  one  of  the  other, 
iliai  report  I  still  possess.  It  was  not  very  flattering  to  some  in- 
stitutions, and  possibly  that  was  the  main  reason  why  it  never  saw 
l]ie  liglit;  but  one  thing  which  came  clearly  out  of  it  was  this,  that 
the  system  of  sending  out  apprentices  to  work  with  tradesmen  out- 
side the  place  was  not  good.  The  lads  themselves  got  into  mis- 
chief; there  was  nobody,  as  a  rule,  in  the  tradesmen's  workshops 
who  took  sufficient  interest  in  them,  otherwise,  and  on  many  occa- 
sions, especially  in  a  large  town  like  Cape  Town,  the  boys  went 
wrong.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  this  system  restarted.  If  we 
are  to  have  legislation,  as  I  think  we  ought  to  have,  on  the  subject 
of  industrial  education,  the  object  should  be  the  formation  of  large 
establishments,  where  certain  trades  would  be  taught  by  competent 
men  resident  on  the  spot,  and  where  the  pupils  of  the  institution 
w(  uld  be  carefully  looked  after  from  morning  to  night.  Most  of 
these  boys  are  boys  from  homes  that  are  nut  surrounded  by 
very  good  influences,  and,  therefore,  above  everything  you  do  want 
boys  of  that  stamp  to  be  properly  supervised.  The  Uitenhage  In- 
stitution, I  think,  has  been  a  marked  success,  and  I  firmly  believe 
if  other  places  had  taken  advice,  and  gone  on  the  same  lines  as  the 
Uitenhage  Institution,  they  would  have  been  equally  successful. 
Our  great  dilFiculty  with  the  managers  of  these  institutions  is,  that 
they  are  all  amateurs — they  know  absolutely  nothing,  either  by 
reading  or  experience,  on  the  subject  of  the  management  of  Indus- 
trial Schools — but  that  does  not  prevent  them  in  some  cases  from 
being  uncommonly  wise  in  their  own  conceit,  and  the  consequence 
is  it  is  not  easy  to  get  good  work  out  of  them.  In  Uitenhage,  I  was 
very  fortunate  in  getting  the  Rev.  Mr.  IMenaar,  the  Civil  Com- 
sioner,  and  (he  Mayor  of  that  town,  to  take  a  real  interest  in  the 
idea-  ilml  i  hnd  ;iliout  the  management  of  such  a  i^lace,  and  they 
gave  the  Ihiug  a  Irial,  putting  themselves  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
to  get  a  competent  man,  and  when  they  got  a  competent  man,  to 
give  him  a  free  hand,  and  not  annoy  him  in  any  way  by  over- 
ma  nagenu'ut.  The  consequence  is,  to-day  they  have  the  greatest 
ron/ich'nce  in  him,  and  assist  him  in  every  sort  of  way.  They 
would  not  dream  of  doing  anything  without  consulting  him,  and 
he  would  itcN'ci-  think  of  starting  anything  new  without  consulting 
Iheni  and  the  JJepartment.  I  think  this  Commission  miglit  find  it 
very  interesting  to  pay  a  visit  to  that  school,  especial!)  if  they 
fould  have  an  idea  of  what  it  was  like  when  flrst  started.  A  large 
piece  of  ground  was  got,  which  was  a  waste  really,  with  some 
tumlile-down  buildings  on  it,  antl  gradually  these  l)uil(lings  have 
givi  II  place  to  others  of  a  superior  character.  The  majority  of  the 
hiKcr  h;i\('  acliially  !)een  buill  from  funds  obtained  from  sale  of 
malcrial  and  manufactory  articles.  Then,  in  addition,  I  urged  on 
thcni  Ihal,  although  it  was  a  place  mainly  for  the  teaching  of  trades, 
ihey  shouhl  occasionally  turn  tlies(^  boys  on  to  a  little  gardening 
and  improv(>  the  gronnds  and  the  sun'oundings.  That  was  done, 
with  the  result  that  tlie  place  viewed  as  a  holding  is  really  credit- 
fd)]e  to  them  now  and  jjleasing  in  appearance. 

5027.  Did  you  find   it  difficuh   to  get  hold  of  a  coniiH'lent    man 


177 

to    Icvlu'   chargv   of   sacli    inslitiilidiis  ?— -Yes,  very    (liUkMill    in    ilic 
Colony. 

5028.  Is  the  head  of  (he  Uitenhaoe  Instil ul ion  Colonial  boin  ? — 
No.  He  was  brought  fi'oni  Kngland  ;  Imt  it  stands  to  reason  that 
our  Colony  here  has  had  no  need  foi'  such  things  in  the  past,  and 
no  proper  experience  to  give  young  leachei's,  and,  lhe)'efore,  at  this 
stage  of  the  business,  we  are  bound  to  iinpoi't  uhui  fi'om  othei-  coun- 
tries: these  will  train  others  in  time. 

5029.  You  think  if  we  could  gel  competent  men  at  tiie  head 
that,  as  a  rule,  these  institutions  will  l)e  a  success? — Yes,  T  am  (|uite 
certain  of  (hat. 

5030.  .1//-.  T<)d?\  Can  you  tell  ihe  Commission  anything  with 
regard  to  (he  cost  per  boy  per  annum  of  industrial  education?— 
Tlie  report  T  have  referred  to  gives  the  cost  pel'  l)oy  at  every  one  of 
the  different  institutions.  It  went  so  high  in  some  places  as  over 
£30,  in  others  £25,  and  in  some  still  less. 

5031.  Do  you  know  how  much  it  costs  per  head  at  Uitenhage? 
— No,  but  it  is  low. 

5032.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.']  Do  you  think  that  one  way  of  solving 
(he  poor  white  problem  would  be  to  advise  the  appointment  of  a 
small  Board  or  Commission,  consisting  of  two  or  three  people,  who 
thoroughly  understand  the  subject,  to  go  into  the  question,  to  take 
whatever  evidence  they  think  desirable,  and  then  draw  up  a  re- 
port to  Government  with  regard  to  what  legislation  should  be  in- 
troduced? T  do  not  see  any  harm  in  such  a  course.  I  think  we 
have  almost  acquired  all  that  material  already,  and  what  has  been 
acquired,  I  would  be  very  glad  to  place  in  the  hands  of  such  a 
Board,  if  appointed. 

5033.  Do  you  think,  from  your  experience,  it  w^ould  be  possible 
to  get  three  or  four  competent  men  to  serve  on  such  a  Board — men 
who  could  be  trusted  to  deal  with  this  question? — Yes.  I  cannot 
name  them  at  the  present  moment,  but  in  Mr.  Pienaar  you  have  a 
man  who  has  had  a  varied  experience — experience  under  failure 
and  experience  under  success. 

5034.  As  head  of  the  Education  Department  you  would  lie  in 
favour  of  advising  the  formation  of  such  a  Board  ? — Yes;  if  it  would 
lend  to  enable  the  Government  to  form  a  sound  measure  on  Indus 
trial  and  technical  education,  I  should  be  delighted. 

5035.  A  good  deal  of  its  success  would  depend  on  getting  good 
experienced  men  placed  on  the  Board? — Exactly. 

5036.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  any  idea  as  to  what  the 
school  at  Uitenhage  costs  the  State  each  year? — No,  not  without 
those  papers  which  I  have  referred  to;  I  think  you  would  find  (he 
whole  of  such  information  there. 

5037.  Are  these  other  institutions  that  you  spoke  of  open  now? 
— Some  of  (hem  were  closed  as  a  result  of  this  investigation.  They 
were  thought  to  be  anything  but  satisfactory,  and  w^e  were  moving 
towards  having  in  the  Western  Province  one  large  central  institu 
lion  similar  to  the  institution  in  the  Eastern  Province.  My  idea 
was  that  we  should  aim  at  having  four  such  institutions  in  the 
Colony,  viz.,  one  at  Uitenhage,  one  in  the  Eastern  Province  for  boys 
similar  to  that  at  Uitenhage,  and  one  in  l)oth  Provinces  for  nrirls. 
We  have  a  verv  successful  girls'  institution  at  Wellington  which 
might  be  further  developed  instead  of  throwing  away  our  energies 
in  "aiding  a  number  of  small  institutions.  You  imderstand  that 
our  difficiiltv  at  in-esent  is  that  there  is  no  local  body  charged  with 
the  dutv  of  looking  after  education— that  is  what  is  proposed  to  be 


478 

created  by  the  Education  Act.  The  consequence  is  that  if  I  want 
to  start  any  institution  of  an  industrial  l^ind  I  have  to  try  and  get 
iielp  from  some  private  individual,  who  happens  to  talve  an  interest 
in  tliat  kind  of  worlv,  and  if  the  wrong  Icind  of  individual  comes 
forward,  then  the  scheme  fails.  I  do  not  doubt  that  another  way  of 
assisting  such  industrial  institutions  woiild  arise  with  the  passing 
of  the  Education  Act,  l)ecause  then  instead  of  being  mainly  Govern- 
ment institutions  they  might  be  managed  by  public  Boards  created 
under  the  Act.  The  one  new  diificulty  then  would  Ijc  that  suppose 
Wellington  were  fixed  upon  as  a  place  for  such  an  institution  the 
Wellington  people  might  object,  because  any  deficit  would  fall 
upon  Vv'ellington,  whereas  the  pupils  would  come  not  from  Wel- 
lington only  but  from  the  whole  Colony,  and  chiefly  from  the  poorer 
districts. 

5038.  For  that  reason  I  do  not  see  why  you  would  give  them 
local  control? — It  is  always  better  to  have  local  assistance,  and  I 
think  there  is  a  method  by  which  the  difficulty  could  be  got  over. 
It  is  possible  that  a  numlier  of  Boards  could  unite  and  have  a  cen- 
tral institution.  You  might,  for  instance,  have  a  dozen  Boards  in 
(he  Eastern  Province  uniting  and  have  a  centre  in  such  and  such 
a  place  to  deal  with  industrial  schools,  and  similarl}^  elsewhere. 

5039.  It  would  require  legislation  to  bring  these  Boards  into 
existence  ? — Yes. 

5040.  Nothing  could  be  done  at  the  present  time? — No,  not 
until  the  proposed  new  Act  is  passed. 

5041.  There  is  nothing  in  the  present  Act  about  it? — No,  except 
for  natives. 

504:^.  One  of  the  things  the  Board  we  were  speaking  of  could 
do  M'ould  l)e  to  draw  up  regulations? — Yes,  I  think  they  might  do 
the  preliminary  work  for  the  guidance  of  the  Government.  I  hope 
I  have  made  clear  that  with  the  change  in  the  Education  Act  the 
problem  is  slightly  altered.  Under  the  present  Act  the  Advisory 
Board  that  you  Avould  propose  would  be  forced  to  go  on  different 
lines  than  they  would  go  if  the  Act  were  passed,  because  in  the 
latter  case  no  special  legislation  would  be  necessary  as  industrial 
institiUions  of  that  kind  could  be  added  to  the  work  of  the  Central 
Boards. 

5043.  Mr.  Abrahnmson.]  Would  you  advise  that  provision  be 
made  in  the  Act  about  to  pass? — I  think  sufficient  provision  is 
made  by  the  institution  of  Boards.  What  might  be  wanted  would 
be  merely  a  short  Act  dealing  with  industrial  education  and  giving 
those  Boards  already  created  further  powers. 

5044.  Mr.  Oosthuisfin.]  The  problem  will  be  entirelv  changed 
you  sav  if  the  proposed  Act  is  passed  and  the  Boards  are  in  working 
order  in  the  different  districts.  They  would  then  be  able  to  unite 
and  form  an  induslrial  school  in  a  certain  iirovince;  but  what  I 
would  like  your  opinion  on  is  with  regard  to  children  Avho  are 
perhaps  not  of  the  class,  exactly,  to  be  sent  to  an  industrial  school, 
and  there  are  no  poor  schools  where  they  can  get  som(>  training  or 
other  now  except  in  book  learning? — It  would  be  a  very  good  thing 
if  snch  an  extension  of  industrial  training  could  be  done,  1)ut  your 
sreat  ditficultv  is  that  the  ])resent  Act  does  not  give  the  ]iowers  to 
do  it. 

5045.  You  think  that  if  the  ))roposed  new  Act  should  1)0  passed 
and  those  Boards  oxistcvl  that  there  would  be  a  ]K)ssible  means  of 
dnvising  some  scheme  for  'j;ivinr>'  these  children  some  technical 
edu'^ntion? — Yes,  no     doubt.       T  thinlc,  howevcM-,  T  ou^ht  to  make 
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clear  in  regard  to  industrial  education  that  it  is  the  most  expensive 
educalion  that  you  have  to  give.  You  would  find  that  when  your 
Bocirds  were  created  and  the  proposal  was  made  to  have  greater 
uidustrial  training  in  the  district,  the  finance  would  have  to  be 
considered,  and  when  the  members  were  told  that  first  of  all  a 
more-  expensive  school  building  would  luive  to  be  built,  that  the 
('([Liipment  and  a])paratus  would  be  more  expensive,  and  that  the 
leaching  would  be  more  cosily  tlian  ordinary  book  teaching,  my 
o[)inion  is  that  people  would  not  l)e  so  willing  to  go  in  for  it. 

5040.  Mr.  Iio(j('rs.\  1  would  like  to  know  whether  Elsenburg 
Agricultural  College  comes  undei-  Ibis  provision  ?— Yes,  until 
recently. 

5047.  Has  this  College  been  a  success? — I  would  not  at  all  say 
that  now  it  is  a  success."  In  my  ojn'nion  it  was  a  success  until  com- 
paratively recently. 

5048."  What  is  the  reason  of  the  decline? — Might  1  just  mention 
Jiere,  to  prevent  my  going  over  a  great  deal  of  old  material,  that  I 
have  been  three  times  examined  on  that  subject — 1894,  1895,  and 
1898.  I  would  rather  take  up  the  thing  after  that  date.  The  school 
was  then  prospering,  and  it  continued  to  prosper  for  some  time 
after  that.  The  first  real  cause  of  trouble,  after  many  that  had  been 
overcome,  was  the  introducing  of  students  from  England.  This 
was  towards  the  end  of  the  war.  We  thereby  got  a  considerable 
number  of  young  men  who  had  no  iiarticular  desire  to  study  agri- 
culture, and  whose  parents  found  it  a  very  cheap  way  of  getting 
rid  of  them,  with  the  result  that  the  enrolment  mounted  up  to  close 
on  60  pupils.  As  a  consequence  the  discipline  became  weak,  and 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  grumbling  and  complaint.  Then  what 
was  not  unnatural,  these  grumbles  got  the  length  of  Parliament, 
and  we  had  any  number  of  questions.  I  am  l)Ound  to  say  that  was 
the  whole  story  of  the  supposed  failure  of  Elsenburg;  and  if  your 
new  system  is  going  to  make  people  a  little  more  patriotic  and 
willing  to  work  for  the  good  of  the  Government  school,  no  matter 
what  party  or  Government  is  in  power,  then  I  should  welcome  it, 
because  we  ought  to  have  an  end  put  to  all  such  unhelpful  squab- 
bling. Elsenburg  was  started  wnth  a  mere  handful  of  boys — about 
tliirteen — and  in  face  of  any  amount  of  difficulty  it  was  made  to 
prosper ;  we  are  back  to-day  to  where  we  were  five  years  ago. 

5049.  Mr.  Rubidge.]  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  cause  of  that? 
--I  think  by  the  introduction  of  young  fellows  of  that  type  and  in 
some  cases  of  Colonial  boys  of  the  nature  of  ne'er-do-wells,  the  con- 
trol of  the  place  became  more  than  a  man  was  able  to  keep.  It 
would  have  been  infinitely  better  to  have  restricted  the  students  to 
manageable  numbers,  and  to  have  supported  the  principal  of  the 
school  to  the  very  uttermost.  No  good  is  got  by  weakening  the 
hands  of  any  man  who  has  to  administer. 

5050.  Did  that  actually  take  place?— I  think  so.  You  under- 
stand it  is  quite  natural  for  jiarents  to  complain,  if  they  find  things 
are  going  on  that  they  do  not  consider  good  for  their  children;  1)ut 
these  complaints  require  to  be  investigated,  and  truth  separated 
from  fiction  in  order  that  the  princi])al  and  the  men  that  have  the 
administration  should  have  something  to  say  for  themselves,  or 
have  an  opportunity  of  having  something  to  say  for  themselves. 
You  had  an  excellent  principal  there  during  all  the  years  that  the 
place  was  progressing.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  he  left  the  place 
l^ecause  he  foresaw  the  troubles  going  to  come,  which  were  too 
wearing  for  any  single  man  to  contend  with. 


480 

5051.  Who  was  over  the  principal? — ^There  was  a  double  con- 
trol.    I  am  now  repeating  part  of  the  evidence  I  have  given  liefore. 
The  school  was  formerly  under  the  Agricultural  Department.     As 
a  result  of  a  certain  report,  I  am  told,  which  went  to  the  Govern- 
ment the  Ministers  decitlett  at  a  certain  date  that  the  School  should 
come  under  the  Education  Department,  and  under  the  Education 
Department  it  came.      But  when  I  was  asked  I  objected  to  have 
anvtliing  to  do  with  the  farm  at  Elsenburg  on  the  ground  that     1 
liad  no  experience  of  such  things,  and  did  not  want  to  deal  with 
things  I  did  not  know  anything  about.     I  feel  to-day  1  would  have 
done  better  if  I  had  had  a  better  opinion  of  myself.       As  a  conse- 
quence what  took  place  was  this,  that  the  scliool  was  placed  under 
me,  and  the  farm  under  the  Colonial  Office.    1  have  said  in  previous 
evidence  that  it  seemed  to  me  a  much  more  natural  thing  to  have 
had  the  farm  under  the  Agricultural  Department. 

5052.  Are  you  of  the  same  opinion  still? — Yes,  provided  that 
when  it  goes  under  any  Department  whatever  the  principal  of  the 
school  is  going  to  get  a  chance,  and  that  he  is  not  going  to  be  ad- 
ministered l)y  letters  from  Cape  Town  as  to  this  and  that  little 
detail.  If  you  get  a  man  of  that  kind,  and  pay  him  a  salary,  surely 
he  is  worth  trusting;  if  you  find  l)y-and-by  that  he  is  not  worth 
your  confidence,  then  get  rid  of  him. 

5053.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  I  lake  it  if  you  were  asked  for  your 
opinion  you  would  be  in  favour  of  the  Elsenburg  Agricultural 
School  being  placed  under  the  Agricultural  Department  ?-  Quite 
so,  as  a  farm.  T  have  said  so  in  my  evidence  twice  before ;  but  T 
would  add  that  when  this  is  done,  it  should  be  done  in  tlie  pi'oper 
fashion  in  flie  matter  of  control. 

5054.  You  think  that  naturally  it  belongs  more  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Department? — The  farm  does,  but  the  school  does  not. 

5055.  x\s  the  farm  l)elongs  to  the  Agricultural  Department,  and 
as  it  is  an  institution  for  the  training  of  farmers,  the  chances  are  if 
the  whole  institution  w^ere  placed  under  the  Agricultural  De])art- 
ment;  it  might  be  of  advantage? — It  might  possibly. 

5056.  With  regard  to  Experiment  Stations  wdiich  may  be 
started  in  different  pa  its  of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
structing farmers  and  also  proljably  for  the  purpose  of  training 
young  farmers,  do  you  think  it  will  be  more  advantageous  to  such 
stations  and  the  teaching  of  such  stations  if  they  are  placed  under 
the  7\gricultural  Department  instead  of  under  the  Educational  De- 
partment?— Yes.  That  Ijelongs  entirely  to  the  Agricidtural  De- 
partment. These  things,  in  my  opinion,  should  not  be  associated 
with  a  school.  They  are  for  two  totally  different  purposes.  You 
do  not  want,  for  examide,  to  teach  boys  the  results  of  experiments 
\mless  the  experiments  are  satisfactory.  An  Experiment  Station 
is  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  new  knowledge  as  to  better  ways  of 
doint;  things,  and  is  a  thing  altogether  apart  from  giving  instruc 
lion  to  students. 

5057.  Witli  I't'uard  to  these  Training  Schools,  would  \-oii  limit 
(hem  lo  poor  cliildien?     Yes,  T  think  so. 

505H.  That  is  to  say  niak-c  frec^  schools  of  them?  Yes,  I  Ihiidc 
so.  Ff  vou  do  not,  yon  at  once  get  into  loggerheads  with  employers 
of  lalionr  and  traineis  of  young  men  in  difTerenl  trades.  We  have 
often  had  requests  at  TTitenhaL'e  to  take  in  a  l)oy  Avhose  father  is 
willinu  to  pay  for  him,  but  W(^  have  always  said,  "Send  your  boy  to 
a  tradesman  the  same  as  the  general  public  do,  we  are  here  to 
attend  l.i  those  who  cannot  attend  to  lliemselves," 
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3059.  Yuu  have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  with  poor  white 
people  ill  tiif  country.  Do  you  think  if  similar  institutions  to  the 
school  at  Uitenhage  were  placed  on  a  farm  to  teach  practical  far 
nieis  it  would  be  a  good  thing f- -Perhaps  1  should  have  said  that 
one  of  the  schools  which  was  estahlished  was  a  school  of  that  kind; 
it  is  al  Stellenbosch,  and  is  doing  fairly  well. 

50(i0.  And  on  a  larger  scale  you  think  it  would  be  a  good 
thing? — Yes;  but  you  ought  t(j  have  a  puljlic  b(xly  responsible  to 
somebody  for  expeiulitun;  and  management. 

50(il.  Do  you  think  that  one  or  two  practical  men  of  kiunvledge 
should  })e  attached  to  the  Department  to  advise  them  in  regard  to 
these  technical  institutions  ?-  I  believe  in  what  Mr.  Owen-Lewis 
said  as  lieing  absoluteh'  a  good  plan,  namely,  that  in  the  early 
stages  there  should  be  a  temjiorary  Board  which  would  advise  as 
to  the  establishment  of  these  institutions.  But  if  you  get  as  prin 
cipals  men  of  the  stamp  1  have  referred  to,  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all 
necessary  to  have  a  permanent  Board.  It  might  not  do  any  harm, 
but  you  have  just  the  danger  that  1  pcnnted  out  of  men  interfering 
with  things  they  do  not  know  anything  about, 

5062.  Chairman.]  With  regard  to  these  industrial  schools,  are 
the  children  of  the  poor  whites  anxious  to  avail  themselves  of 
tliem  '. — I  would  not  saj-  anxious,  unfortunately.  It  is  usually  the 
clergymen  of  the  country — of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church — who 
come  across  individual  children  in  their  communities,  and,  finding 
that  these  children  are  unprovided  for,  get  the  parents  to  agree  to 
semi  the  children  to  one  of  these  institutions.  At  the  present 
moment,  however,  they  are  in  this  difficulty,  that  suppose  a  boy  is 
brought  to  such  an  institution  and  an  agreement  entered  into  that 
he  should  remain  there  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  the  law  does 
not  pro\'ide  for  retaining  him  if  he  cares  to  run  away. 

50G3.  We  were  told  that  in  Uitenhage  there  were  several  in 
yaol  for  doino-  that? — Yes,  because  vou  set  individual  Magistrates 
who  think  they  can  do  this  thing. 

5004.  Do  you  think  that  you  would  have  been  able  to  advance 
the  education  of  the  country  as  you  did,  without  having  the  Local 
School  Committees  yon  have  at  present? — No,  I  could  not. 

5065.  You  approve  of  the  principle/ — Yes,  so  far  as  schools  are 
concerned.     I  could  not  have  done  without  them 

5066.  -l/r.  Rubidfje.]  You  said  there  was  no  law  compelling 
children  to  be  retained  at  these  institutions  after  signing  certain 
agreements,  and  that  certain  Magistrates  thought  they  had  the 
po^^•er.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a  sort  of  com])ulsory  education  i 
— Yes,  but  we  must  distinguish  between  two  classes  of  children. 
There  are  some  who  are  waifs  and  strays,  and  a  Magistrate  at  pre- 
sen'  can  take  these  children  and  apprentice  them  to  people  who 
become  .aeir  guardians;  but  when  you  have  children  whose 
ptirents  are  alive,  you  require  to  get  the  permission  of  parents  to  do 
such  things,  and  we  have  had  instances  of  these  children  running 
away. 

5067.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  You  said  that  uj)  to  recenth-  you  had  charge 
of  Elsenburu.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  the  date  when  that 
was  altered? — You  understand  that  for  the  present  we  are  in  a  sort 
of  period  of  interregnum.  We  are  wailing  for  a  chaniie,  and  I  am 
for  the  present  leaving  things  pretty  much  with  the  Colonial  Office 
until  thev  are  on  a  proper  footing. 

5068.'  It  is  still  under  the  Colonial  Office?— Yes. 

5069.  Iff.    Rogerff.']  Do    you    disapprove    of    any    Englishmen 

[G.  2—1905,]  ■  •  "  HH 


482 

—  -^  i' 

coming  to  Elsenburg  to  receive  instruction? — I  do  not  disajjpr.  ve, 
but  what  I  wish  is  that  those  who  come  are  hona-fide  students,  antl 
tha:  some  effort  is  made  to  find  out  their  antecedents  so  as  to  guard 
against  the  discipline  of  the  school  suffering.  1  would  say  that  at 
a  recent  date  I  was  able  to  get  into  communication  with  ttie  Agent- 
Ger.eral,  and  we  did  introduce  certain  regulations  for  this  pur])ose. 

Charles  Frederick  Ju7'itz,  examined. 

5070.  Chairman.]  W-hat  is  your  official  position? — i  am  Senior 
Analyst  in  the  Department  of  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

5071.  Do  you  always  have  your  investigations  published  for 
the  informafion  of  the  general  public? — That  all  depends  upon 
what  is  meant  by  your  question. 

5072.  Are  all  your  analyses  published? — Some  of  them  are 
published.  I  send  in  my  annual  report  for  publication,  for  the  in- 
form.ation  of  Parliament. 

5073.  Do  you  put  it  all  in  ? — I  am  afraid  if  I  were  to  put  every- 
thing into  my  annual  report,  it  would  be  a  very  bulky  volume. 

5074.  Mr.  Abraham  son.]  I  understand  j^our  branch  of  the  Ser- 
vice is  under  the  Department  of  the  Colonial  Secretary? — Yes. 

5075.  Do  you  execute  the  work  of  your  branch  for  the  Agricul- 
tural Department? — We  do  all  the  analytical  work,  practically,  for 
every  Department  of  the  Government. 

5076.  Do  you  find  that  all  the  Departments  a)e  satisfied  that 
the  work  of  your  branch  is  expeditiously  done? — 1  do  not  think 
they  are. 

5077.  What  is  the  reason ?— There  are  various  reasons.  In  the 
first  place  we  have  nol  as  large  a  staff  as  we  should  liavc  lo  deal 
with  the  work. 

5078.  From  which  Department  do  you  I'eceive  I  he  hulk  of  I  lie 
work? — The  bulk  of  it  is  divided  between  the  Colonial  Secretary's 
Office  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

5079.  Does  a  large  proportion  come  from  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment?— At  present  it  is  not  as  large  as  it  has  been. 

5080.  Do  you  know  the  reason  for  that? — To  a  certain  exteni 
the  reason  lies  with  \is.  We  have  not  undertaken  so  much  woi'k, 
recently,  as  we  have  done  on  former  occasions.  At  one  time  we 
used  to  be  going  al)out  the  country  collecting  samples  of  soil  and 
fertilisers  for  analysis.  Bui  the  analysis  of  soils  was  stopped  on 
account  of  the  war,  and  is  now  stopped  on  account  of  retrenchment, 
or  rather  these  analyses  have  not  been  resumed. 

5081.  Not  because  such  work  is  not  necessary?-  Oh,  no,  hut 
because  of  retrenchment  and  the  lack  of  assistants. 

5082.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  of  greater  advaidagc  if  your 
branch  of  the  Public  Service  were  under  the  Agricultural  Depart 
ment.  instead  of  being  attached  to  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Depart 
ment? — As  far  as  tlie  work  of  the  Agricultural  Department  is  con 
cerned,  T  think  it  would  be  an  advantage. 

5083.  Or  any  similar  Department?--!  think  the  An.il\tica] 
Branch  ought  to  ))e  under  the  Agricultural  l^epartment.  It  is  a 
unii|ue  thins  for  an  Agricultural  Department  lo  l)e  without  a 
Chemical  Laboratory.  T  do  not  know  any  other  AL'ricuUural  De- 
partment anvwhere  in  the  world  that  has  not  an  analytical  labora- 
tory attached  to  it. 

5084.  Ts  that  the  opinion  of  tiie  Department  itself? — Of  course 
I  cannot  say  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  Agricultural  Departmeni 
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5085.  So  fill  as  you  aic  awaits,  no  slep.s  have  Ium'Ii  taken  to 
lecLify  this  state  of  affairs  <— We  were  under  liie  Agricultural  De- 
partment once.  It  is  fifteen  years  ago  since  I  tooli  charge  of  the 
Laljoralory,  and  for  the  first  eight  years  il  was  under  the  Agricul- 
tural Department.  For  the  last  seven  years  it  has  been  connected 
with  the  Colonial  Office. 

50RG.  Why  was  the  change  hroughl  about?-  I  lielieve  the  idea 
was  the  development  of  public  healtii  work,  and  all  analvses  iij 
connection  with  the  Food  Adulterali(Mi  x\ct  Ijelong  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  Department.  It  was  thought  thai  jjublic  benefit 
would  accrue  from  (he  association  of  the  Analytical  Laboratory 
with  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Office.  There  would  be  a  more  favour- 
able opportunity  of  getting  into  closer  touch  with  the  general  public 
as  regards  their  requirements  in  (he  matter  of  public  health. 

5087.  Was  the  change,     therefore,     brought  about  in  oidei-  (o 
make  this  other  Department  more  efficient  without  any  considera 
tion  for  the  Agricultural  Department?-  It  was  a  matter  of  policy. 

5088.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Agricultural  Depai'tment 
should  have  an  Analytical  Branch  attached  to  it?-  T  think  so. 

5098.  Mi'.  Orppn.']  Is  there  anv  reason  why  your  branch  of  the 
Service,  although  remaining  under  the  Colonial  Office,  should  not 
be  able  to  deal  efTectively  with  all  the  work  required  to  he  done, 
analytically,  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture?  That  is  to  say  if 
the  Staff  wei*e  sufficient? — Yes,  T  think  an  arrangement  is  quite 
possible. 

5090.  Would  it  answer  your  purpose  if  there  were  some  sub 
section  of  the  Chemical  Laboratory  directly  associated  with  the 
Agricultural  Department? — Practically,  we  have  that  now.  We 
had  a  man  whose  entire  time  \vas  devoted  to  agricultural  analyses. 
He  used  to  do  all  the  soils  and  fertilisers,  and  the  practice  was  to 
go  about  the  Colony  collecting  samples  for  analysis.  This  official, 
Mr.  Simons,  was  wholly  engaged  in  that  class  of  work  but  sub- 
sequentlv  agricultural  analyses  were  dropped,  or  at  least  the  ma- 
jority of  them,  and  Mr.  Simons  is  now  doing  other  work.  We 
have  so  much  in  hand  that  we  cannot  give  him  the  work  of  the 
Agricultural  Department  again. 

509L  Naturally,  in  your  opinion,  it  is  absolutely  essential  that, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  proper  administration  of  the  Food  Adultera- 
tion Act,  the  Colonial  Office  should  have  analvses  performed? — 
Yes. 

5092.  .\nd  there  must  ])e  someone  to  do  it? — That  would  make 
no  difference.  What  I  mean  is  that  we  do  analyses  at  present  for 
all  Government  Departments  and  could  continue  to  do  so  even  if 
attached  to  the  Agricultural  Det)artment.  My  last  annual  report 
refers  to  the  work  performed  in  the  Government  Analytical  Labora- 
tory during  the  year,  and  T  now  ]Hit  in  a  summarised  statement  of 
such  work :  — 

Heads  of  Work 
Performed  in  Government  Analytical  Laboratory. 

((/)  Aiudiises  of  Potable  Water  for  Public  Health  purposes;  a 
branch  of  work  started  bv  me  in  1890  in  the  Colonial  Office. 

(h)  Analyses  of  Soils,  Fertilisers,  S keep-dips;  the  original  func- 
tions of  the  Agricultural  Department   Laboratory. 

(c)  Golil  Assat/s  and  Anali/ses  of  rarions  kinds  of  Minerals, 
Mineral  and  Irriijatio'n  Waters;  woi'k  originally  carried  out 
in  the  Geological  and   Irrigation  Laboratory. 
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(d)  Analyses  of  Foods,  Drugs,  and  Seeds  under  the  Adulteration 

Act;  formerly  carried  out  in  Mr.  Ledlie's  Laboratory. 

(e)  Analyses  of  Poisoning  Cases  for  the  Law  Department;   pre- 

viouslj"  undertaken  by  Professor  Hahn. 

(/)  Analyses  of  Water  for  Locomotive  Piirj^oses  and  of  Lubri- 
cating Oils  for  the  Railway  Department. 

{g)  Analyses  of  Various  hnports,  such  as  wines,  spirits,  milks, 
essences,  for  the  Customs. 

(Signed)  CHAS.  F.  JURLPZ, 

Senior  Analyst. 
13th  January,  1905. 

5093.  Supposing  your  particular  Inanch  were  under  the  Agri- 
cultural Department,  would  the  Colonial  Office  not  grumble  at  not 
being  able  to  overtake  its  analytical  work  { — I  do  not  think  it  would 
make  any  difference  to  the  Colonial  Office,  but  it  does  make  a 
difference  to  the  Agricultural  Department,  whose  work  is  mainly 
research. 

5094.  Do  individual  farmers  take  advantage  of  your  branch  to 
get  analyses  of  soils  made  privately  ? — They  do,  to  a  certain  extent ; 
perhaps  not  to  any  great  extent. 

5095.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Do  you  know  why? — I  cannot  really 
say. 

5096.  Is  it  because  you  ilo  not  have  the  time  to  do  it  expedi- 
tiously?— I  do  not  think  that  is  the  reason. 

5097.  Is  the  fee  charged  exorbitant? — The  fee  is  30s. 

5098.  Do  you  think  that  is  too  much? — I  do  not  think  so. 

5099.  Is  it  less  than  the  fee  for  which  they  could  get  analyses 
done  privately? — I  do  not  know  what  fees  are  charged  by  private 
analysts. 

5100.  Dr.  Nobbs.]  Supposing  there  were  a  Chemical  Branch  of 
the  Agricultural  Department,  how  many  of  a  stafT  would  be  re- 
quired to  carry  on  such  work  as  you  would  like  to  see  lieing  done? 
How  many  analysts  would  yon  require  to  do  the  work  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Department — one  or  two  more  than  you  have? — We  cer- 
tainly should  require  at  least  one  more,  perhaps  two. 

5101.  What  work  would  they  do  besides  the  analysis  of  soils, 
etc.,  submitted  to  them?  What  research  work  would  you  suggest 
could  be  undertaken? — I  would  propose  that  the  systematic  analy- 
sis of  soils  be  immediylely  resumed,  also  the  analysis  of  fertilisers; 
the  former  work  has  now  been  in  abeyance  for  about  five  years. 

5102.  Would  that  work  fully  occupy  the  analysts  ?     Yes. 

5103.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  In  your  last  annual  report,  I  oltserve 
that  only  the  sum  of  £S0  13s.  6d.  is  put  down  for  work  undertaken 
on  behalf  of  the  Agricultural  Department.  Is  that  correct? — Tlial 
is  for  the  Cape  Town  Lal)oratory.  There  is  also  a  Government 
Laboratory  at  Graham's  Town. 

5104.  At  any  rate,  in  comparison  with  the  other  Departments, 
veiy  little  work  is  done  in  connection  with  the  Depart ineni  of  Agri 
culture  by  your  branch? — Yes. 

5105.  Supposing  tlu^  farmers  of  the  Colony  kiu'w  that  Iheii' 
wants  could  ])e  attended  to  in  tliis  particular  matter,  do  yon  Ihiidi 
there  would  1)e  a  great  deal  more  work  to  do  lliaii  wliat  has  l)een 
done  in  the  past  ? — I  hope  so.  T  do  not  know  that  I  am  over 
sanguine  al)Out  it.  Tt  has  been  known  for  many  years  throngliont 
the  Colony  that  work  of  this  description  is  done,  and  fbnt  it  could 
be  done  if  application  were  ma.de. 
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5106.  Witnesses  before  this  Commission  have  stated  that  they 
have  sent  in  work  to  be  done,  tiiat  is,  samples  to  be  analysed,  and 
that  they  have  had  to  wait  for  months  before  getting  it  done  ? — 
That  may  have  been  the  case,  especially  lately,  because  duriiig  last 
year  we  have  had  no  facilities  for  doing  agricullural  work. 

5107.  Supposing  you  were  attached  to  the  Agricullural  lJ(']);i)t 
nicnt,  and   (hat  you  had  the  facilities  for  doing  (he  work,  would 
there  be  a  great  many  more  analyses  to  perform  tlian  there  have 
been  in  the  past? — I  daresay  there  would  be. 

5108.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Are  you  Colonial  born  I — Yes. 

5109.  You  have  had  no  experience  of  analysing  soils  in  other 
[)arts  of  the  world? — No. 

5110.  Your  experience  has  been  confined  solely  to  the  Cape 
Colony  f-  Oh,  ves,  as  far  as  the  actual  perfoi'inance  of  soil  analysis  is 
ct-ncerned. 

5111.  You  cannot  tell  us  the  value  of  uui'  soils  as  compared  with 
those  of  other  parts  of  the  world,  such  as  England,  the  ITnited  States, 
and  Canada? — There  is  a  great  variety,  but,  as  far  as  that  is  con- 
cerned, we  get  information  from  various  countries. 

5112.  As  a  whole,  are  our  soils  deficient  in  any  im]:)ortant  con- 
stituents?— I  think  one  characteristic  defect  is  want  of  lime. 

5113.  Or  phosphate  ? — Oh,  yes,  in  phosphate,  too,  in  certain 
places;  but  lime  is  wanting  almost  all  through  the  soils  that  we 
have  examined. 

5114.  But  are  the  Midland  Districts  not  over-lying  limestone?— 
Y''es,  but  we  have  not  done  many  Midland  Districts,  beyond  casual 
analyses  here  and  there.  Our  analyses  have  been  chietl_\'  confinetl 
to  tlie  Coast  Districts,  from  Malmesbury  round  the  Coast,  up  to 
Komgha,  Butterworth,  and  the  Eastern  side  of  the  Colony. 

5115.  If  an  elaborate  system  of  soil  analyses  were  set  on  foot  by 
(he  Agricultural  Department  throughout  the  Colony,  do  you  think 
it  would  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  development  of  irrigation 
enterprise  and  the  construction  of  dams  ? — I  should  certainly 
think  so. 

5116.  What  do  you  think  of  the  soils  in  the  Eastern  Districts, 
in  such  localities  as  Komgha,  King  William's  Town,  Cathcart,  and 
these  parts?  Are  they  very  fertile? — There  is  a  variety  of  soil  .  I 
would  not  say  they  are  uniformly  fertile. 

5117.  In  what  are  they  deficient  ? — It  is  not  always  the  same. 
In  some  districts  one  constituent  may  be  deficient,  elsewhere  it  may 
be  another.  Sometimes  it  may  be  potash  that  is  absent;  in  other 
cases  it  may  be  lime  or  phosphates. 

5118.  Do  you  think  our  soil  will  compare  favourably  with  the 
soil  of  other  parts  of  the  world?— The  climatic  conditions  are  differ- 
ent, and  there  are  differences  as  regards  manuring  and  so  on.  The 
conditions  are  hj  no  means  exactly  the  same. 

5119.  Mr.  Oosthvisen.]  Do  you  think  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
Government  desiring  to  undei'take  an  irrigation  work,  samples  of 
the  soil  should  be  submitted  to  the  test  of  a  chemical  analysis  pre- 
vious to  that  work  being  undertaken,  in  order  to  ai'rive  at  a  con- 
clusion whether  or  not  irrigation  would  be  effective  and  profitable  ? 
— Certainly.  I  sent  in  a  very  long  report  in  connection  with  the 
Thebus  Irrigation  Scheme,  which  report  would  exactly  answer  your 
question. 

5120.  Does  the  Public  Works  Department  ever  consult  you  upon 
points,  such  as  those  of  soil  analysis,  before  entei'ing  upon  the  con- 
struction of  extensive  irrigation  works? — Unfortunately  not,  in  the 
cas^e  mentioned,  until  lately. 
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5121.  Was  that  after  mistakes  had  l)een  made  '( — Yes,  I  aui 
afraid  so. 

5122.  Therefore,  when  such  works  are  uiKlertaken,  it  is  more 
likely  that  yovi  would  be  consulted  hy  the  Government  if  your 
l)rancli  were  connected  wifli  the  Agricultural  Departments — Yes,  I 
think  so. 

5123.  Supposing  your  brancli  were  under  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment, are  you  of  opinion  that  farmers  would  avail  tliemselves 
more  readily  of  the  opportunity  to  have  tlieir  soils  analysed  (-  1  am 
not  so  sure  that  tliey  would  in  every  case,  hut  what  T  am  sure  of 
is  this,  that  we  would  have  more  facilities  in  going  on  with  original 
researches  than  we  have  at  present. 

5124.  Dr.  Nohb-s.}  \Vould  you  impress  the  Commission  with  the 
necessity,  or  otherwise,  of  these  researches  ? — 1  think  Ihey  are 
essential. 

5125.  Chairman. \  Do  you  not  find  that  farmers  consitler  tlie  ex- 
pense too  great  when  the)'  make  inquiries  about  having  the  soil  on 
their  jjroperty  analysed? — That  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

5126.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  are  more  inclined  to  complain 
than  others  ? — By  no  means ;  1  would  not  say  the  farmers  only.  You 
will  always  find  people  who  have  a  complaint  about  expense. 

5127.  You  say  the  charge  is  30s.  for  an  analysis?-  Yes,  for  an 
analysis  of  soil. 

The  Rrvewnd  Petrus  Jacobus  Marchaad,  examined. 

5128.  Chainnan.]  What  is  your  position? — 1  am  the  Minister  of 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  Rondebosch. 

5129.  This   Commission   is   desirous   of   obtaining   information 
Avith  regard  to  Industrial  Schools  in  the  Colony,  and  we  understand 
you  were  at  the  head  of  one  of  these  institutions  in  Cape  Town.'- 
Yes,  but  it  was  conducted  on  a  different  principle  lu  the  institution 
at  Uitenhage. 

5130.  The  Cape  Town  school  is  not  now  in  existence  ^-  No. 

5131.  Can  you  tell  us  why  it  was  closed? — The  Ijoys  were  [Hil 
out  with  tradesmen  in  Caj^e  Town,  and  we  found  we  had  no  control 
over  them,  as  the>'  had  to  remain  -awax  from  the  Home  ncarh'  all 
day,  some  of  them  until  quite  late  at  night.  The  moral  result  was 
not  desirable.  At  Uitenhage,  as  you  may  be  aware,  the  system  is 
different.  They  are  in  the  Home  constantly,  and  the  work  is  pro 
vided  for  them  there.  In  Cape  Town  we  put  them  with  Isaacs  anti 
Co.,  in  printing  ofiices,  and  various  other  places.  We  argued  that, 
if  a  Home  was'to  be  a  benefit  to  these  boys,  Cai)e  'I'own  was  not  the 
place  for  it.  Institutions  on  similar  lines  were  atl('ni[)(e(l  at  Paarl 
and  Worcestei'.  bill  1  do  iiol  think  Dr.  Muir  has  sanctioned  another 
like  the  Uitenhage  Industrial  School  in  the  Western   Province. 

5132.  Did  _\()U  have  many  ap))lications  from  poor  white  j)a rents 
lo  have  their  children  adniiited  into  the  Cape  Town  school?-  Yes, 
a  good  many. 

5133.  More  than  you  could  take  in  f  Oh,  >cs,  but  there  was  a 
litlli-  liilch  witii  the  r)("p;i  rt  nicnt  as  lo  who  was,  and  who  a\;is  not  ;i 
)u)or  white. 

5134.  Mr.  'iod.\  Are  \()U  familiar  with  th<'  met  hod  ot  working 
at  the  Uitenhage  Industrial  School? — Ves. 

5135.  Do  you  think  tlH>  system  thei'e  is  the  best  to  ado|)l  ?  -  It 
is  the  only  system  that  will  answer,  because  by  the  other  arrange- 
ment,  that  observed   in   Cape  Town,   you   always   have    the   self 
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interest  of  tradesmen  coming  in,  and  h  Iradesman  will  take  as  much 
out  of  a  hoy  as  he  can,  and  jy'wv  as  Idtle  in  rrlui'n  in  the  way  of 
instruction  as  he  can.  Tliat  is  whal  wc  found  in  the  pi-actical 
working  of  the  Cape  Town  school.  But  we  had  excellent  ic'^ults 
;ill  the  same. 

.■)];36.  Do  you  think  that  the  Uitenhage  scIiodI  is  satisfactory, 
or  can  you  suggest  any  improvements  on  their  nietliod'f — No.  The 
only  objection  to  tlnH  school,  which  I  have  heard  nf,  is  the  expense. 
It  is  a  more  costly  system. 

5137.  Do  you  know  what  the  difTerence  in  the  cost  hap])ens  to 
be? — No;  hut,  compared  with  our  method  of  working  in  Ca])e 
Town,  it  comes  very  much  more  per  capita  in  Uitenhage  than  it 
did  in  our  school. 

5138.  Would  it  l)e  twice  as  much? — Fully  that,  if  not  more. 

5139.  Mr.  Rnbidge.]  In  consequence  of  which  your  Cape  Town 
school  has  gone  to  the  dogs;  you  have  not  been  able  to  keep  it  on? 
—Well,  it  was  not  a  case  of  its  "going  to  the  dogs";  we  shut  it  up. 

5140.  Why? — For  the  reason  I  have  stated.  It  is  no  use  having 
a  "  Home  for  Boys  "  when  the  moral  result  is  unsatisfactory. 

5140.\.  Are  you  in  favour  of  more  of  these  schools  being  estalj- 
lished  in  the  Colony,  on  the  same  lines  as  th(^  Uitenhage  Institu- 
tion?— Yes,  but  the  system  might  be  simplified.  I  think  that  smaller 
public  schools,  you  want  branches  of  the  poor  white  shoots. 

5141.  Do  you  think  such  institutions  could  be  worked  in  con- 
nection with  the  ordinary  public  schools  ? — Yes,  to  some  extent. 
I  think  you  want  to  have  a  few  like  the  one  at  Uitenhage  in  various 
])arts  of  the  country,  perhaps  half-a-dozen,  and  these  might  have 
"feeders"  from  the  public  schools.  Then,  in  connection  with  the 
public  schools,  you  want  branches  of  the  poor  white  schools. 

5142.  Mr.  Rogers.]  Do  I  understand  that  you  object  to  having 
these  schools  close  to  large  towns? — No;  our  objection  to  large 
towns  is  the  expense.  Take  a  place  like  French  Hoek  or  Riel)eek 
West;  there  they  take  in  boarders  at  a  charge  of  between  £2  or  £3 
]3er  month  all  found,  whereas  we  found  in  Cape  Town  that  we 
could  not  feed  the  boys  under  £2  per  month.  That  was  food  alone. 
Then  there  is  the  interest  on  the  capital  of  your  property.  We 
endeavoured  to  make  it  pay  l)y  the  tradesmen  contributino  so  much 
per  month  for  each  bo}^ 

5143.  How  are  the  schools  financed? — They  are  supported  mostly 
by  charitable  contributions,  and  a  little  bit  of  financing  on  our  own 
part.  We  liought  a  property  and  sold  it,  then  we  l)ought  another, 
and  both  rose  in  value. 

5144.  Then,  of  course,  these  institutions  are  not  self  supporting 
by  any  means? — Ours  could  have  been  self-supporting. 

5145.  In  what  way? — Our  difficulty  was  not  finance.  As  I  have 
said,  the  chief  difficulty  was  that  we  had  the  boys  away  from  us 
all  day,  and  they  associated  in  the  workshops  with  all  sorts  of 
jx'ople. 

5140.  Mr.  Tod.]  You  found  the  boys  going  wrong? — Yes. 

5147.  Mr.  Oosthnisen.]  Is  there  anything  done  in  this  direction 
at  the  Poor  White  Colony  at  Khakamas? — We  have  not  done  it  yet, 
l)ut  we  are  going  to  do  it.  We  have  just  built  a  large  school  to 
hold  200  to  250  day  pupils,  and  the  idea  is  to  develop  Colonial  in- 
dustries. We  have  all  the  material  there  for  full  development.  We 
have  the  water  power;  there  is  a  turljine,  which  is  used  for  a  wheat 
mill,  and  we  shall  have  some  extra  power  if  we  apply  it  in  the  way 
of  olectricil\-  for  boot  and  shoo  making;   that  is  \y,\\'[  of  the  scheme. 
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5148.  Up  to  the  present  in  what  wa}'  have  3^'ou  given  the  boys 
instruction  in  teclmical  matters^ — We  liave  not  done  that  yet.  We 
would  have  started  witli  woodwork,  Init  the  wood  along  the  Orange 
River  is  not  suitable. 

5149.  Are  you  too  far  from  the  railway  to  get  wood  from  other 
districts!' — Yes;  our  Imilding  material  for  the  school  has  been  very 
costh'.  Our  first  account  was  just  under  £400,  and  transport  cost 
£450.' 

5150.  Chainncm.]  Will  you  get  a  sufficient  nundjer  of  children 
to  fill  that  l)uilding? — I  have  no  doubt  on  that  point.  We  have  a 
thousand  people  in  the  Khakamas  Colony,  and  we  have  250  to  300 
children  of  school-going  age. 

5151.  Under  what  arrangements  do  you  take  these  children  in? 
—  They  are  residents;  they  are  on  the  spot. 

5152.  Do  you  expect  to  get  Government  support  for  such  an 
Industrial  School  ( — We  have,  so  far,  a  promise. 

5153.  Mr.  Ahrahainsnv.']  You  do  iiot  have  Government  snjjport  at 
present  ? — The  school  building  is  only  just  finished. 

5154.  Mr.  Chven-Lnvis.']  Who  is  providing  the  funds  for  this  un- 
dertaking l — The  Dutch  Reformed  Church  owns  the  whole  of  the 
property,  and  we  are  providing  the  funds;  we  have  to  raise  the 
money  somehoM'. 

5155.  And  you  have  a  [)romise  from  the  Government  that  they 
will  contribute? — Yes;  we  have  )rot  used  Government  money  up  to 
within  the  last  six  months,  l)ecause  it  was  hardly  possible  to  claim 
Government  su[)port.  This  school  was  conducted  in  a  sort  of  hut, 
made  of  reeds,  l)ut  even  there  the  teacher  had  excellent  results;  he 
had  pupils  up  to  the  4th  and  5th  Standards. 

5156.  Do  yon  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  a  small  Boai'd 
were  appointed,  consisting  of  two  or  three  people,  with  practical 
experience  of  fndustrial  Schools,  and  who  understand  the  poor 
white  question,  to  investigate  the  whole  subject  thoroughly,  and  to 
draft  a  report,  suggesting  legislation,  which  would  be  lieiu^ficial  to 
the  poor  white  i)0))ulation? — I  think  the  Government  ou<)ht  to  do 
that. 

5157.  Vou  will  admit  that  the  members  of  any  Ministry  are  not 
to  be  expected  to  have  practical  experience  of  the  working  of  these 
Industrial  Schools,  and  if  a  Board,  com]iosed  of  a  few  men  like  Mr. 
I'ienaar  of  Uitenhage,  were  to  go  into  the  whole  question,  do  you 
think  it  possible  that  such  a  body  would  be  able  to  bring  forward 
suggestions,  which,  if  carried  out,  w'ould  assist  in  the  solution  of 
the  poor  while  problem? — I  think  so.  The  men  are  here,  and  you 
can  have  the  evidence.  M\'  diflicully  would  l)e,  how  you  are  going 
to  work-  a  Fioard  like  that  with  the  existing  Ivbication  DepartnKMd, 
luiless  it  gets  some  recognised  place  in  it. 

5158.  Dr.  Muir,  in  his  evidiMice,  tells  us  that  he  is  not  iinfaxdur- 
able  to  such  a  Board  beinu  l)rought  into  existence.  'Xhv  proposal 
is  not  to  appoint  a  permanent  Hoard;  it  would  be  a  kind  of  Com- 
mission of  rn([uiry  to  investigate  the  whole  question  of  the  futiu'e 
of  the  poor  whites  in  this  Colony,  and  to  draw  up  a  I'eport  setting 
forth  to  the  Government  what  steps  should  be  taken  to  assist  those 
peo])le  Do  you  ajjprovc  of  the  pro))osal  '-Yes,  I  have  no  doubt 
they  could  flraft  a  practical  scheme. 

5159.  ^'on  believe  llial  iiuich  rouhl  l)e  (h)ne  in  order  to  help 
these  "  poor  white"  people?  ^^'s,  1  lhiid\  so,  and  efTorts  which  ha\(^ 
been  made  would  have  shown  far  greater  development  but  for  (he 
hide  t)onnd  system  of  the  Department. 
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5160.  Do  you  think  that  such  a  Coniuiiasion  or  Board  as  is  sug- 
gested, would  make  suggestions  as  to  liow  these  diflifulties  could 
DC  ovei'conie? — I  am  quite  sure  tliere  is  a  great  deal  (o  be  done,  and 
can  be  done. 

51(51.  Assuming  that  I  he  men  appointed  were  practical  and  well 
acquainted  with  the  subject,  do  you  think  it  would  l)e  desirable 
that  such  a  body  should  l)e  constituted? — Yes,  if  not  permanently 
appointed. 

5162.  The  proposal  is  not  to  appoint  a  permanent  Board  of  this 
tlescription,  but  merely  to  draw  up  a  scheme,  which  would  be  first 
submitted  to  the  Government,  and  subsequently  to  Parliament. 
Does  that  meet  with  youi-  api)rovaW- -1  believe  it  might  be  useful. 

5163.  Mr.  Abrahamson.j  Do  you  think  that  the  poor  whites  are 
increasing  in  the  countiy  ? — 1  would  not  have  expected  them  to 
increase  under  normal  conditions,  but  we  have  not  had  nornuil 
conditions. 

5164.  Do  you  think  that  things  are  getting  better  in  that  respect? 
— At  present,  no;  and  I  expect  them  to  be  worse. 

5165.  Therefore,  in  order  to  stem  the  prevailing  condition  and 
any  increase  in  the  poor  whites,  something  should  l)e  done  to  im- 
prove their  position? — Yes,  and  the  only  thing  that  will  do  it  is  the 
spread  of  education. 

5166.  And  the  necessary  spread  of  education,  you  think,  should 
include  the  Training  and  Industrial  Schools? — Yes. 

5167.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  these 
Trainino-  Institutions  estal)lished  with  the  object  of  teaching  prac- 
tical farming,  and  the  pursuit  of  the  agricultural  industry  under 
more  scientific  methods  than  those  at  present  prevailing  for  this 
class  of  the  population? — Perhaps  our  ideal  is  too  wide  at  [jrcsent, 
but  we  have  a  good  deal  in  view  with  regard  to  the  Khakamas 
Colony.  We  have  a  large  area  of  land,  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  it  is  under  irrigation.  We  absolutely  control  the  cultivation  as 
well,  and  the  idea  was  that,  with  Government  assistance,  and  Dr. 
Nobhs  supporting  us,  these  boys  should  be  trained  in  tilling  the  soil. 
The  area  of  ground  I  refer  to  offers  an  almost  unlimited  opportunity 
foi  cultivation,  because  everything  grows  there. 

5168.  The  area  of  cultivation,  in  your  opinion,  can  be  extended 
indefinitely? — Yes;  we  have  at  present  about  600  morgen  under 
irrigation. 

5169.  I  do  not  suppose  you  could  get  at  every  one  requiring  such 
aid  in  your  district?  Therefore,  would  you  favour  the  establish- 
ment of  similar  institutions  in  different  parts  of  the  Colony?— Our 
object  was  simply  to  exploit  the  North-Western  districts. 

5170.  Do  you  not  think  a  similar  need  is  great  in  the  Midlands, 
in  such  dist'ricts  as  Graaif-Reinet,  for  example  1—Yes,  such  a 
scheme  might  be  carried  out  somewhere  in  the  Somerset  East  dis- 
trict, especially  dairy-farming,  in  which  branch  of  the  industry  a 
great  deal  might  be  done. 

5171.  You  therefore  agree  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  a 
Board  of  Inquiry  were  a))pointed  in  order  to  bring  forward  the  best 
suggestions  to  improve  the  condition  of  poor  Avhites? — Yes,  of 
course,  you  must  get  evidence  which  would  be  unbiassed. 

5172.  That  is  to  say,  much  good,  you  believe,  would  be  accom- 
plished if  such  a  Board  or  Commission  were  appointed,  in  order  to 
give  i)ractical  advice  to  the  Government,  and  to  enable  the  Govern- 
nuMil   to  understand  the  position? — Yes. 

517:5.  Chairman.]  Proposals  are  before  us  in  order  to  carry  out 
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a  scheme  wliicli  would  beuelil  tiie  ugiiculuiie  of  liie  cuuiiU\,  and 
iinug  tlie  farmers  more  closely  iii  touch  with  the  Agricultural 
Oepartmenl.  Ihese  proposals  include  the  appoiutuieni  of  Local 
L  ommittees  ol  Agriculture  to  act  between  the  Lrovernment  and  the 
tanners.  Whenever  the  farmer  should  desire  to  bring  forward  a 
sciieme  for  ttie  improvement  of  agricultural  methods  and  the  bet 
ter  safeguaramg  oi  the  farmer  s  interests,  then  these  i^ocal  (Joiumit- 
tees  couid  approach  the  Agricultural  Department,  and  therefore, 
the  Government.  At  present,  it  is  said,  a  great  many  farmers  do 
not  know  that  such  a  Department  is  in  existence;  but  if  these  Local 
Lommittees  were  appointed  all  those  interested  in  farming  would 
oe  brought  into  closer  touch  with  the  Agricultural  Department, 
and  the  farmers  themselves  would  be  more  read}  and  willing  to 
tase  advantage  of  any  opportunity  of  applying  to  the  Government 
for  assistance.  Are  you  m  favour  of  such  Local  Committees  being 
appointed,  by  farmers  only,  who  have  a  certain  qualihcation,  in  the 
dinerent  Jb'ieid  cornetcies  of  the  Uoloiiy  J — Yes,  i  am  very  much  in 
favour  of  that,  because  it  would  simplify  the  process  of  obtaining 
a  uoverument  loan.  We  have  had  a  great  many  diliiculties  witli 
our  scheme  on  the  Grange  River,  iill  ciie  nioiie\  Ave  have  obtained 
from  Government  on  the  whole  scheme,  the  estimated  cost  Of 
which  IS  ^18,000,  is  an  advance  of  £3,000.  I  hat  was  granted  by 
Parliament  and  not  by  the  Agricultural  Department,  ine  Labour 
Colony  consists  of  two  schemes.  There  are  three  farms  on  the 
south  side  of  the  River,  which  were  granted  by  Parliament  for  the 
special  purpose  of  a  Labour  Colony,  on  certain  conditions.  Then 
we  acquired  farms  on  the  northern  side  of  the  River,  where  a  much 
larger  scheme  can  be  carried  out,  and  we  have  the  same  water 
power,  in  fact,  we  have  taken  out  a  furrow  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  River  for  about  a  mile.  We  applied,  under  the  Irrigation 
Act,  for  an  advance  on  the  security  of  these  farms  to  complete  our 
scheme.  That  was  six  years  ago.  One  of  the  othcial  replies  to  our 
£.pplicatioii  was  that  we  had  already  enough  m  hand  on  the  south 
side  of  the  River.  And  yet  there  was  the  security,  not  only  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church,  but  the  security  which  an}^  ordinary  far- 
mer would  have  given  on  his  land,  as  a  hrst  mortgage  for  an  ad- 
vance. 

5174.  With  regard  to  the  farms  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
River,  has  the  furrow  been  surveyed,  and  all  the  details  placed  on 
the  plan  '. — No,  but  that  was  never  suggested  by  the  Agricultural 
De]3artment.  Our  main  contention  is  that  the  water  has  been  led 
from  the  River,  for  irrigation  jjurposes,  for  about  a  mile. 

5175.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Then  what  happened  after  you  got  that 
answer  to  your  application? — This  was  shortly  before  the  war.  We 
were  woi'king  at  it,  and  going  on  with  the  project  "  on  our  own 
book " ;  but,  if  at  that  time,  we  had  had  £6,000,  wo  could  have 
accoin))lishe(l  a  large  amount  of  work.  There  are  seven  farms 
aggj'egating  50,000  moi'gen,  and  1  calculate  we  could  have  got  at 
least  1.500  to  3,000  morgen  under  irrigation.  The  furrow  by  this 
lime  would  have  l)een  far  enough  lo  hav(^  reached   irrigable  land. 

5I7().  Mr.  RuOif/(/e.\  What  length  will  the  Furrow  be  to  bring  it 
ili;ii  (liHlance? — It  wMll  I)p  about  twenty-four  miles.  The  furrow  is 
al)oul  Umi  miles  long  on  IIjc  south  side  of  the  River. 

5177.  What  exlent  of  bind,  (k)  _\'ou  say,  you  could  bring  under 
irrigation? — From  1,500  to  3,000  morgen.  ti  may  be  a  good  deal 
more,  because  the  fui'row  wonld  run  along  a  certain  ridge,  which 
divides  Ibc  river  bind  from  the  land  behind;  and  the  land  on  llie 
liiiiliiT  side  of  the  ridge  is  believed  to  be  worth  cultivating. 
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51'78.  Do  you  contemplate  to  divide  this  area  of  land  inlu  simhII 
allotments' — Yes,  about  six  morgen  each. 

5179.  And  do  you  think  xoii  liavi^  sut'ticieiil  people  lo  occupy 
liiis  grounds — ^Yes. 

5180.  ('hairman.\  Are  there  other  schemes  that  will  \>v  carried 
out  along  the  River  ^ — There  was  the  old  Buchuberg  scheme,  and 
lliei'p  wiiH  one  suggested  at  Prieska.  We  looked  into  the  Prieskn 
scheme,  but  the  levels  are  not  favourable. 

5181.  Mr.  Abrahamson.}  As  far  as  your  experience  goes,  uo  you 
tuink  that  the  present  system  of  attempting  to  obtain  financial 
assistance  from  the  Grovernment  for  irrigation  works  is  impossible? 

-It  is  an  impossibility  for  the  small  man.    11  is  a  round  about  sys 
tem,  and  it  has  not  fufilled  what  it  was  intended  to  do.      lake  the 
case  of  Robertson.    Men  clubbed  together,  and  that  is  why  a  Board, 
such  as  it  suggested,  would  be  most  useful,  if  a  number  of  men 
were  willing  to  come  forward  a] id  mortgage  their  properties. 

5182  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Irrigation  Acts  at  present 
in  existence,  specially  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the  Govern- 
ment's security  ? — Yes. 

51&0.  Do  you  think  the  conditions  of  the  Acts  could  be  l)eneti- 
cially  altered,  or  are  the  iVcts  themselves  sulficiently  pmctical  and 
comprehensive  i — Where  I  think  the  Acts  should  be  simplified  is  in 
this:  If  a  man  gets  an  advance  of  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  his 
farm,  in  order  to  carry  out  certain  works  of  improvement,  the  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  he  has  spent 
the  money,  say,  on  a  furrow,  so  that  the  value  of  the  property-  may 
be  doubled  ten  times. 

5184.  You  think  that  the  enhanced  value  of  the  farm  should 
I)'.'  taken  into  consideration  in  estimating  the  two-thirds  value? — 
Yes.  We  argue  that  if  we  got  £60,000  on  account  of  the  furrow  on  the 
north  side  of  the  River,  which  has  brought  the  water  lo  irrigable 
land,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  approach  the  Government  for  another 
grant,  in  order  to  extend  the  furrow  and  carry  the  water  still 
fvu'ther.  By  way  of  illustrating  my  argument,  I  may  mention  a 
case,  where  a  farmer  took  oat  a  furrow  on  a  farm,  the  market  value 
of  which  was  from  £1,200  to  £2,000.     He  sold  that  farm  for  £12,000. 

5185.  Then,  is  your  opinion  this,  that  in  granting  a  loan,  the 
Agricultural  Department  or  the  Government  should  take  into  con- 
sideration the  enhanced  value  of  the  ground  after  the  water  has 
l.;een  brought  in  i — Y'es,  and  the  work  already  done.  For  the  three 
farms,  which  the  Government  gave  us,  on  the  southern  side  of  the 
River,  the  quitrent  was  not  more  than  30s.  per  annum.  Even  to- 
day these  farms  are  of  no  value  for  grazing  purposes. 

5186.  Now,  in  the  scheme  which  is  now  before  us,  it  is  suggested 
that  Local  Committees  of  Agriculture  should  be  appointed  in  each 
district.  It  is  also  suggested  that,  instead  of  the  Farmers"  Associa- 
tions or  the  Afrikander  Bond  being  asked  to  take  the  duty  of  elec- 
tion or  appointment  in  hand,  a  register  of  the  landed  properties 
and  tenant  fanners  having  a  certain  qualification  should  be  made 
out,  and  that  all  those  on  this  register  should  be  the  people  to  elect 
these  Committees.  Which  of  these  two  schemes  would  you  favour? 
— 1  would  let  the  farmers  nominate  the  Committees.  \ou  have 
alwavs  got  the  Government  control  at  this  end. 

5187.  The  scheme  further  provides  for  the  nomination  by  each 
of  these  Local  Committees  of  one  member  to  form  a  Council  of 
Agriculture  for  each  Legislative  Council  Circle,  of  \\hich  there  are 
nine,  and  then,  finallv,  that  each  of  these  bodies  should  appoint 
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visory organisation  in  connection  witli  the  Agricultural  De}jart- 
ment.  Would  you  approve  of  that?  The  Local  Committee  would 
l)e  represented  on  the  Council  of  Agriculture  by  its  own  member, 
and  the  Councils  of  Agriculture  would  be  represented  by  one  mem- 
ber each  on  the  Advisory  Board,  which,  as  it  were,  would  be  part 
and  parcel  of  the  Agricultural  Department.  There  would  be 
nothing,  however,  to  prevent  the  Local  Committee,  in  cases  such  as 
yours,  applying  direct  to  the  Government,  who  would  submit  the 
application  to  the  Advisoi"}'  Board  for  consideration.  Do  these  sug- 
gestions meet  with  your  approval? — Yes;  it  is  only  a  question  of 
expense,  if  j'ou  have  such  an  elaborate  scheme. 

5188.  It  is  not  intended  to  pay  these  Local  Committees,  which 
would,  in  effect,  take  the  place  of  the  Farmers'  Associations,  but 
only  to  pay  the  Advisory  Board  members  their  expenses  and  for  the 
days  they  are  actually  at  work.  Would  you  approve  of  that?- — 
Yes,  anything  that  would  simplify  the  method  by  which  the  far- 
mers could  get  advances  on  their  land  for  irrigation  purposes,  or  for 
other  improvements. 

5189.  Mr.  Rnbidge.]  Does  the  population  of  your  Labour  Colony 
entirely  consist  of  poor  whites  or  are  there  natives  as  well? — Na- 
tives have  drifted  in,  but  they  have  no  right  there;  they  are  chiefly 
Korannas,  the  lowest  class. 

5190.  Do  you  not  have  the  right  to  turn  them  off? — Yes,  we 
have  the  whip-hand  of  the  whole  thing. 

5191.  Is  your  scheme  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  poor  whites? 
— Yes.  but  in  the  area  of  the  northern  furrow  we  have  an  idea  of 
making  a  settlement  for  the  natives.  There  are  a  number  of  Bas- 
tards who  might  be  dealt  with,  Init  things  are  bad  at  present,  and 
the  need  is  so  great  amongst  the  poor  whites.  The  class  is  in- 
creasing. 

5192.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.^  Are  you  in  a  position  to  give  your  pro- 
perty as  security  on  first  mortgage? — Yes,  just  as  in  any  ordinary 
cpse  where  the  Government  advances  money  to  a  farmer. 

5193.  Can  you  get  it  at  6  per  cent,  from  private  individuals? — 
Yes,  we  have  got  it  at  5  per  cent.,  l)ut  that  was  given  in  charitv,  be- 
cause the  lenders  wished  to  support  the  scheme. 

5194.  Mr.  Oosthvisen.]  Do  you  attribute  the  success  of  your 
Labour  Colony  to  having  the  right  man  as  Principal ' — We  have  got 
only  one  man  at  the  head.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Schroeder  took  out  the 
furrow,  but  he  has  resigned.  We  have  another  man  whom  we  can 
put  in  his  place. 

5195.  Have  vou  a  Committee  of  Management,  or  is  there  onh' 
one  man  responsible  should  anything  go  wrong? — There  is  one  man 
on  the  spot,  but  lately  we  have  made  him  call  a  meeting  of  the 
Colonists,  and  they  have  elected  an  Advisory  Committee.  In  case 
of  a  dispute  the  matter  is  referred  to  our  General  Commit (ee  for 
decision. 

5196.  With  regard  to  the  scheme  on  the  northern  side,  what 
a  mould  would  you  want  from  the  Government  to  complete  it,  or 
did  you  apply  foi-  a  certain  sum ?— We  ajiplied  only  for  £0,000  to 
begin  with. 

5197.  And  you  were  i)repared  to  mortgage  the  farms? — Yes. 
519R.  Of  which  farms  vou  have     thf     lille-deeds? — Yes.       The 

scheme  will  cost  from  £15,000  to  £20,000.  The  furrow  will  be  24 
miles  in  length,  and  you  do  not  know  where  you  may  land  with  a 
long  furrow  like  that.     It  is  a.bout  12  feet  broad  by  2  feet  deep. 
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5199.  Did  the  Government  send  an  engineer  to  inspect  it  ? — 
"Tons"  of  engineers;   the  Blue-hooks  are  full  of  their  reports. 

5200.  Did  the  engineers  recommend  the  scheme? — Oh,  yes;  the 
scheme  is  practicable  as  far  as  that  goes. 

5201.  What  was  the  ultimate  result? — That  you  did  not  get  the 
money,  or  was  it  on  account  of  the  wai'  intervening?— No,  they  said 
we  were  doing  enough  already. 

5202.  Virtually  they  thought  you  hail  as  much  hay  on  your 
fork  as  you  could  carry? — Yes,  luit  the  two  schemes  are  totally  dis- 
tinct. The  one  is  a  scheme  which  was  started  with  a  gift  of  certain 
farms  on  certain  conditions,  namely,  that  we  look  out  the  furrow, 
and  unless  the  furrow  is  taken  out  and  the  irrigation  scheme  is  a 
success,  the  land  ultimately  reverts  to  the  Government.  But  on 
the  northern  side  of  the  river  we  appeared  as  [)rivate  owners,  just 
as  any  farmer  might  have  appeared,  and  a])])lied  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  for  a  loan  under  the  Irrigation  Acts  on  the 
security  of  the  farms.  As  I  have  explained,  in  response  to  our  first 
application,  we  received  a  Parliamentary  grant. 

5203.  Was  that  Parliamentary  grant  made  without  your  hav- 
ing to  pay  interest? — I  think  Parliament  meant  it  as  a  grant,  but 
the  Treasury  put  it  down  as  a  loan,  which  we  have  to  repay. 

5204.  The  only  free  grant  vou  received  consisted  of  the  farms? 
—Yes. 

5205.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  You  think,  T  understand,  that  the  pro- 
posed Local  Committees  would  work  in  connection  with  your 
scheme? — Yes;  you  will  also  have  the  Kenhardt  district,  which,  I 
suppose,  would  have  its  own  Local  Committee. 

5206.  So  that  you  believe  new  schemes  will  be  entered  upon  in 
that  district? — I  have  no  doubt,  and  I  think  it  would  work  well, 
because  the  Kenhardt  people  know  what  has  been  done  at  Uping- 
ton,  where  they  are  taking  out  the  water.  They  would  unani- 
mously support  any  project  which  would  tend  to  assist  them  in  the 
development  of  their  district. 

5207.  Mr.  Given- Letvis.]  What  interest  are  you  paying  the  Gov- 
ernment on  the  money  they  advanced  ? — I  think  it  is  between  5  and 
6  per  cent.,  redeemable  in  twenty-five  years. 

5208.  One  suggestion  which  this  Commission  is  considering  is 
that  the  Government  should  be  advised  to  float  a  loan  to  be  used  for 
making  advances  to  farmers  for  the  constniction  of  irrigation 
works;  that  the  Government  might  charge  H  per  cent,  for  the  loan, 
and  1^  per  cent,  sinking  fund,  making  6  per  cent,  in  all,  the  farmer 
paying  off  the  capital  and  interest  by  the  end  of  32  years.  Would 
you  be  content  if  you  got  a  loan  on  these  terms  ? — Yes 

5209.  The  further  suggestion  is  made  that  the  Government 
sliould  not  call  in  the  loan  as  long  as  this  annual  charge  of  6  per 
cent.,  including  the  sinking  fund,  is  paid,  and  even  should  a  pro- 
p(  rty  change  hands  this  annual  charge  would  go  with  it — some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  quitrent.  Would  you  approve  of  that  ar- 
rangement?— Yes,  it  would  simplify  matters  a  good  deal. 

5210.  In  your  opinion  would  it  be  beneficial  to  the  farming 
population? — Yes.  I  have  lieen  told  hy  one  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  some  time  ago  that  a  loan  of  £300.000  was  taken  up  by  the 
Government  for  the  ))urpose  of  these  advances  to  farmers,  and  I  do 
not  think  much  of  it  has  been  spent. 

5211.  The  Irrigation  Act  was  passed  in  1877,  and  we  have  been 
told  that  since  then  only  60  loans  have  been  granted,  not  only  to 
individual  farmers,  but  to  Municipalities,     What  we  are  trying  to 
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ascertain  is,  what  can  be  wrong  with  an  Act  which  in  this  way  is 
practicalh  a  dead  letter? — The  Agricnitural  Department,  liefore 
making  an  advance  now,  would  inquire  into  the  value  of  the  farm, 
and  would  advance  two-thirds  of  the  value.  Now,  the  value  of  a 
farai  may  be  something  equivalent  to  those  of  ours  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river,  worth  perhaps  £100  a  piece,  as  farms.  If  I  owned 
a  farm  worth  £100,  and  could  only  get  two  thirds  of  the  value,  £66, 
what  could  T  do  with  that  amount?  And  yet  these  same  farms 
iiiight  each  be  worth  £8,000  or  £10,000  because  of  the  laud  put  under 
irrrgation.  The  system  must  be  simplified,  and  the  value  of  the 
furrows  taken  into  consideration  in  estimating  the  value  of  a  farm 
for  the  purpose  of  a  loan,  if  the  Government  are  satisfied  that  the 
furrow  can  lie  constructed  and  the  water  led  on.  When  the  farmer 
has  constructed  one  mile  or  two  miles  of  furrow,  thai  should  be 
taivcn  into  account,  as  part  of  the  value  on  capital,  and  the  advance 
should  grow  as  the  work  extends. 

5212.  Has  it  been  your  experience  that  there  have  been  many 
differences  between  the  farmers  and  the  engineers  sent  to  supervise 
the  construction  of  dams  and  other  works?- -Yes,  we  have  had  a 
good  many  little  "  tiffs  "  with  the  engineers.  An  engineer  is  accus- 
tomed to  build  with  stone  and  to  have  all  the  crevices  filled  up  with 
cement.  We  had  to  carry  the  furrow  along  a  krantz.  and  to  build 
supporting  walls  15  or  20  feet  high.  This  work  we  did  simply  with 
stone  rubble,  properly  packed  with  earth.  When  the  engineer 
went  to  look  at  it,  his  criticism  was  that  the  furrow  would  leak  and 
we  would  never  get  any  M'ater  on  to  our  land.  He  was  a  man  of 
no  experience,  and  did  not  know  that  the  danger  in  regard  to  the 
water  of  the  Orange  River  is  not  that  it  will  cause  a  furrow  to  leak 
bui  will  silt  ii]j;  the  water  is  so  charged  with  silt  that  it  fills  ap  all 
the  crevices.  Once  you  get  the  water  a  few  times  into  the  furrow 
it  cements  of  itself.  We  had  a  little  leakage  when  the  water  was 
first  run  through  the  furrow,  but  there  is  no  leak  now.  We  have  to 
clean  our  furrow  every  now  and  then  on  account  of  this  fine  silt 
being  in  suspension,  and  getting  deposited  all  along  the  furro^v. 
You  will  find  in  the  Engineer's  report  that  he  says  we  have  built  a 
furrow  which  is  not  according  (o  the  standard  of  the  Pulilic  Works 
Deparlmeiit,  bnt  still  the  water  flows. 

The  Hon.  John  Pyott,  examined. 

5213.  Cfiainiiav]  You  are  a  member  of  Ihe  Legis]ali\t  Coun- 
cil?— I  am. 

5214.  Where  do  yon  reside?-    Tn   Pori   Elizabeth. 

5215.  Are  you  associated  wnth  the  industries  carried  on  in  this 
country? — Yes,  T  am  Managing  Director  of  Pyott  Limited,  carry- 
ing on  n)illing  and  confectionery,  jam.  l)iscnit,  and  ca]\e  maldng. 

5216.  Do  you  !<now  the  object  of  this  Commission  (  To  a  cei"- 
tain  extent  I  do.  I  consider  that  a  step  in  the  right  direction  will 
be  taken  if  we  have  the  apjiointntenj  of  the  proposed  Boai'd  (o  pro 
mole  and  advance  Colonial  liulustries.  If  we  had  had  such  a 
Board  years  ago  we  should  not  have  been  suffering  fioin  liie  ditfi 
culties  which  manufactures  in  the  Ca])e  Colony  hnve  had  to 
eii(biic.  i  am  noi  heie  *o  speak  u))on  agi'icuKural  n)atlei's,  about 
which  I  know  very  little,  although  1  am  interested  in  faiming.  1 
am  (  lijiiiinan  of  (he  JVIanufacturers'  Association  in  Port  Elizabeth, 
anil  previous  to  my  (h^parture  I  called  a  meeting  of  the  meml)ers, 
at  which.!  explained  the  views  1  entertained  on  the  sul)joct  of  the 
inf|niiy  lieing  held  by  this  Commission.       T  said  I  presumed  that 
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the  Board  of  Colonial  Induslrius  would  he  luii  on  suiucwliaL  the 
saiiK:  lines  as  the  proposed  Board  of  Agriculture,  l)ut  would  pro- 
lably  be  of  smaller  dimensions.  My  idea  is  that  the  membership 
should  include  three  nominees  hy  the  Government,  and  that  there 
should  be  two  members  representino'  Cape  Town  and  its  centres, 
two  representing  Port  Elizabeth  and  its  centres,  and  two  repre- 
senting East  London  and  its  centres 

5217.  Mr.  Tod.]  Wo;.dd  your  idea  he  lo  make  this  an  Advisory 
Board?— Yes,  purely  atlvisory,  so  that  in  any  new  Customs  Union 
Convention  the  views  of  the  manufacturing  community  would  be 
thoroughly  Icnown  lo  the  Governnitud.  1  think  our  individual  in- 
dustries should  discuss  their  special  interests  and  requirements 
through  ils  Districl  Associations  established  in  the  Cape,  the  Mid- 
lai.ds,  and  at  East  London.  Thus  the  Board  and  the  Government 
wonld  be  kept  in  proper  touch  with  all  llie  industries  carried  on 
tliroughout  the  countr^^ 

5218.  In  what  way  do  you  (U)nsi(ler  the  Government  could 
assist  our  Colonial  industries? — The  only  way  in  which  it  can  do  so 
is  by  giving  protection  to  a  certain  extent;  not  wholesale  ]')Votec- 
tion,  but  we  as  manufacturers  have  suffered  a  good  deal  on  this 
account.  I  stated  to  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Coun 
cil  on  this  subject  last  yeai",  that  my  own  and  a  few  other  industries 
w-ere  the  only  ones  which  experienced  any  drawl)acks,  but  'I  now 
say  that  there  is  scarcely  an  industry  which  does  not  experience 
very  great  difficulties,  take,  for  instance,  the  manufacture  of  bis- 
cuits.   To  import  the  raw  material  costs  from  20  to  22^  per  cent. 

5219.  What  do  you  term  raw  material?-  The  flour,  butter,  eggs, 
and  sugar,  which  are  the  main  constituents  of  a  biscuit.  We  have 
to  import  most  of  these  to  day,  but  eggs,  butter,  and  flour  can  be 
produced  in  this  Colony,  and  yet  biscuits  are  allowed  in  here  in  a 
manufactured  state  at  7|  per  cent.  There  is  also  the  printing  in- 
dustry, including  lithographic  printing,  labels,  and  articles  of  that 
description.  Lithographic  printing  is  allowed  to  enter  the  Colony 
fiee  of  duty,  but  paper  for  litho  printing  purposes  has  to  pay  7^  jDer 
cent  Further,  there  are  the  leather  industries.  There  is  a  7^  per 
cent,  duty  on  leather,  but  the  manufacture  of  l)oots  and  shoes  is 
puj'ely  a  Colonial  industry  right  through,  nothing  else  but  perhaps 
the  chemicals  used  being  imported  for  their  manufacture.  There 
is  a  very  strong  point  in  connection  with  the  tailoring  trade,  in 
which  very  large  number  of  people  are  employed.  We  pay  exactly 
the  same  import  duty  on  the  cloth  which  we  do  on  a  manufactured 
suit  of  clothes. 

5220.  In  other  words  no  encouragement  is  given  for  the  em- 
ployment of  Colonial  labour;  is  that  what  you  maintain? — That  is 
so.  Then  again  we  pay  7|  and  10  per  cent,  on  imported  timber,  but 
imported  doors  and  windows  pay  exactly  the  same,  whereas  if  there 
were  a  much  higher  duty  our  carpenters  and  joiners  would  l)e  fully 
employed.  The  cart  and  wagon  building  trade  is  a  large  and  im- 
portarit  industry  in  this  Colony,  Init  ihe  duty  on  the  imported 
article  is  reduced  from  20  to  10  and  I2i  per  cent.  It  is  true  we  can 
get  a  cheajier  cart  from  Amej'ica,  l)Ut  the  question  is,  will  it  last  so 
long?  My  experience  is  that  it  will  not.  If  it  were  not  for  this 
drawback  we  could  have  factories  turning  out  an  immense  number 
of  vehicles,  and  \Ae  could  have  machinery  which  would  enable  us 
to  make  them  as  cheaply  as  is  done  in  America  or  Great  Britain. 
The  milling  industry  ma>'  also  be  mentioned.  The  duty  on  flour 
v,-as  reduced  from  -Is.  0.d.  to  2s.,  and  that  upon  wheat  from  2s   to  Is 
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Tliis  change  came  in  force  eighteen  months  ago,  and  so  far  as  I 
]iave  been  able  to  judge,  the  difference  to  the  working  man  has  not 
been  one  iota.  They  derive  no  benefit  from  that  2s.  6d.  reduction 
on  flour,  for  ahhough  the  price  of  flour  has  been  reduced  there  has 
been  no  reduction  in  the  price  of  labour  and  the  cost  of  distributing 
the  manufactured  article.  We  have  to  pay  Is.  per  100  lb.  on  imported 
wheat,  while  we  can  import  the  bran,  which  is  the  product  of 
wheat,  at  7-|  and  10  per  cent,  ad  calorem.  These  are  a  few  of  a  great 
many  anomalies,  and  it  a  Board  of  this  description  were  set  a;joing 
it  would  be  of  great  service  to  the  Government  and  to  the  country 
in  devising  remedies. 

5221.  Do  you  think  that  the  main  object  of  such  a  Board  would 
be  to  keep  the  Government  right  in  regard  to  protection,  and  to 
secure  such  an  adjustment  of  the  duties  as  will  protect  the  labour  of 
the  Colony? — I  am  not  in  favour  of  a  wholesale  measure  of  protec- 
tion. I  would  not  say  we  should  go  back  to  the  old  duty  of  4s.  6d.  on 
flour.  On  this  point  I  am  quite  at  one  with  some  of  those  who  gave 
evidence  before  the  Legislative  Council  v^ommittee  last  year.  We 
only  want  sufficient  protection  to  enable  us  lo  run  our  mills,  in  con- 
nection with  which  three  millions  sterling  are  invested  in  this 
country.  But  no  less  than  four  mills  are  standing  idle  in  Cape 
Town.*  I  might  further  say  that  the  protective  duty  of  4s.  (id.  per 
100  lb.  on  flour  has  worked  out  its  own  salvation,  l^ecause  five  years 
£>go  the  milling  capacity  of  Cape  Colony  was  something  under  4,000 
bags,  whereas  to-day  it  is  10,000  bags,  so  that  we  could  never  pos- 
sibly get  back  to  the  monopoly  of  the  past. 

5222.  Do  you  say  you  would  not  be  in  favour  of  going  back  to 
the  okl  duties  on  wheat  and  flour? — No,  I  would  not. 

5223.  Will  you  show  us  how  the  alteration  has  affected  the  in- 
dustry you  speak  of? — It  means  a  reduceil  price  to  the  grower  of 
wheat  in  the  Colony. 

5224.  Would  you  merely  endeavour  to  protect  the  milling  in- 
dustry, or  would  you  protect  the  wheat-grower  as  well? — Certainly 
I  would  endeavour  to  protect  the  wheat-grower,  but  I  think  he  has 
fair  protection.  You  carry  Colonial-grown  grain  and  the  product 
of  Colonial-grown  grain  to  all  parts  of  South  Africa  at  a  very  much 
lower  rate  than  is  done  in  the  case  of  imported  grain. 

5225.  Is  that  a  good  principle?— I  do  not  think  that  is  a  fair 
question  to  put  to  me.  If  you  have  a  differential  railway  rate  in 
favour  of  Colonial-grown  grain,  and  a  protective  duty  as  well,  you 
must  i\(U\  the  two  together  to  find  out  the  actual  amount  of  protec- 
tion Ijeing  given.  In  past  years  we  were  in  a  position  to  give  2s.  a 
sack  more  for  Colonial  grain  than  we  could  give  for  imported.  We 
did  not  pay  it  on  short  distances,  but  for  the  hinterland  trade.  The 
difference  in  the  price  of  the  carriage  was  2s.  fid.  to  3s.  6d.,  so  that 
we  recon])ed  ourselves  by  giving  th(>  bigger  price  for  the  Colonial 
grain. 

5226.  Do  you  not  think  that  i\ny  protective  dut\'  should  be 
entirely  in  the  shape  of  a  duty  at  the  sea-ports,  rather  than  in  the 
form  of  ;i  differential  railway  rate? — In  Port  Elizalx-th  we  cannot 
get  Colonial  grain,  so  that  it  would  not  affect  me.  At  the  same 
iimo  we  as  millers  are  in  favour  of  all  duties  being  put  on  at  the 
p()rl. 

5227.  Mr.  Abrahmnsov.]  Do  I  iindcTstand  you  to  say  that  you 
wonhl  be  in  favour  of  this  Advisorv  Board  on  Colonial  Industries 
beint'  eh^cted  bv  flie  different  Manufacturers"  .Vssociat ions?  Yes, 
provided  my  suggestion   is  adopted,  that  there  are  three  Govern- 
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ment  nominees  and  two  members  elected  from  the  Cape,  Midlands, 
and  East  London  districts. 

5228.  Do  you  think  that  our  Colonial  industries  are  capable  of 
development  to  a  very  great  extent  ? — I  think  to  an  enormous 
extent.  The  more  you  develop  our  Colonial  industries,  the  more 
labour  you  are  providing  for  the  people  in  the  country,  and  the 
more  raAv  products  of  the  country  will  you  utilise. 

5229.  Do  you  think  the  Colonial  grain-farmer  can  compete  with 
imported  wheat  without  protection? — No,  up  to  the  present  he  has 
not  been  able  to  do  so. 

5230.  With  regard  to  the  leather  industry,  is  there  a  7^  per  cent. 
o.d  valorem  duty? — Yes,  it  is  10  per  cent,  on  foreign  imported  leather, 
less  2^-  per  cent,  on  British  leather. 

5231.  Is  it  the  case  that  the  leather  industries  in  this  country 
are  more  concerned  with  the  cheaper  class  of  goods? — Yes. 

5232.  Therefore,  this  duty  is  not  much  protection? — It  is  not 
any  protection  at  all.  You  find  that  the  Colonial  manufacturer  is 
working  under  great  disadvantages.  If  you  want  to  buy  skins  at 
Port  Elizabeth  you  have  to  pay  an  outside  price.  If  a  man  is  forced 
to  send  to  London  you  will  find  our  Colonial  farmers  getting  a 
bigger  price  in  the  Colony  than  is  obtaina])le  in  the  London  market. 

5233.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  is  not  a  very  large  quantity  of  these 
cheap  goods  manufactured  in  foreign  markets  and  imported  into 
this  country? — Yes.  Veldschoens  are  made  here  and  sent  home  to 
England,  where  they  are  copied,  and  you  will  find  them  in  Colonial 
stores  quoted  at  2s.  9d.  and  3s.  a  pair. 

5234.  Would  not  the  way  to  help  such  a  Colonial  industry'  as 
that,  be  to  make  the  protective  duty  so  much  a  pair? — Yes.  Some- 
thing of  that  sort  will  have  to  be  done. 

5235.  Therefore,  this  Board  of  Colonial  Industries,  which  will 
have  full  knowledge  of  local  conditions  and  of  the  various  trades 
and  manufactures,  should  l)e  able  to  advise  the  Government  upon 
all  matters  of  detail? — Yes. 

5236.  So  far  as  you  are  aware  there  is  not  at  present  any  ma- 
chinery by  which  the  Government  can  acquaint  itself  with  the  true 
conditions  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any. 

5237.  Is  that  to  a  great  extent  the  reason  for  the  dissatisfaction 
with  the  Customs  duties  which  exists? — Yes.  Let  me  quote  another 
case.  We  grow  an  enormous  quantity  of  mealies,  but  you  allow 
mealies  and  the  product  of  mealies  to  come  into  this  country  on 
the  same  basis  of  Is.  per  100  lb.  If  we  had  a  differential  duty  every 
farmer  would  find  it  to  his  advantage  to  put  up  a  small  plant  for 
making  mealie  meal  and  samp,  the  food  of  the  native  labourers  in 
mining  centres.  This  plant  is  not  very  expensive.  You  must  bear 
in  mind  that  in  making  samp  and  mealie  meal  from  mealies  you 
lose  10  to  15  per  cent,  in  the  husk.  These  are  things  which  have 
been  entirely  overlooked. 

5238.  Chairman?^  How  would  you  say  the  wagon  industry  is  to 
be  protected  when  the  woodwork  is  imported  ready-made  from 
Europe? — I  should  do  exactly  as  is  done  in  America,  simply 
graduate  the  duty.  Raw  wood  imported  into  America  pays  one 
duty;  when  it  is  so  far  manufactured,  it  pays  another  duty,  and  so 
on  until  for  the  finished  article  you  have  a  dutv  of  about  65  per  cent. 

5239.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  our  Colonial  industries  are  suffer- 
ing on  account  of  the  Customs  Convention? — I  do  not  go  the  length 
of  saying  that.  The  manufactures  of  the  Colonv  are  so  great  that 
we  have  not  sufficient  markets  within  our  oAvn  borders,  and  if  we 
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go  on  increasing  our  manufactures  we  must  have  places  to  which 
we  can  send  our  goods.  Johannesburg  is  one  of  the  largest  mar- 
kets for  one  of  our  manufactures,  and  if  we  had  no  Customs  Con- 
vention we  could  not  go  on  manufacturing  it. 

5240.  In  principle  you  are  in  favour  of  protecting  the  products 
of  this  country? — I  cannot  see  how  the  country  is  going  to  survive 
if  we  do  not  have  it. 

5241.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  Your  suggestion  is  that  the  different 
Manufacturers'  Associations  should  nominate  the  members  of  this 
Board? — Yes,  that  is,  outside  of  the  Government  nominees. 

5242.  Could  the  Associations  not  easily  approach  the  Govern- 
ment without  this  Board?— I  think  it  is  necessary  to  establish  this 
Board,  and  I  will  give  my  reason.  One  of  the  Government  nomi- 
nees might  be  a  manufacturer,  the  other  two  being  impartial  men, 
as  men  want  looking  after.  Little  matters  of  self-interest  might 
creep  in  if  there  are  not  some  smart  men  to  look  after  us,  because 
matters  appertaining  to  all  sorts  of  industries  will  be  discussed  by 
the  Association  before  being  submitted  to  the  Advisory  Board.  If 
this  Board  had  been  in  existence  before  the  last  Customs  Conven- 
tion was  agreed  upon,  the  first  thing  the  Government  would  pro- 
bably have  done  would  have  been  to  ask  for  advice  from  that  body 
as  to  the  alterations  it  was  being  proposed  to  make  in  the  various 
duties,  and  in  that  case  we  should  not  have  been  suffering  as  we  are 
to-day.  We  tried  to  approach  the  Government,  but  any  Govern- 
ment is  very  difficult  of  approach  by  private  individuals. 

5243.  You  have  already  formed  yourselves  into  an  Associa- 
tion ? — Yes. 

5244.  Do  you  think  that  if  this  Board  had  been  in  existence  its 
weight  and  influence  would  have  been  felt  ? — I  am  confident  of  that, 
because  no  Government  will  altogether  give  away  its  own  indus- 
tries.    The  Board  would  have  a  certain  status. 

5245.  You  think  this  country  can  make  very  material  progress 
with  its  manufactures? — Most  assuredly,  but  there  is  an  urgent 
necessity  for  protecting  these  manufactures.  I  am  so  convinced 
upon  this  point,  that  unless  something  is  done  so  that  we  can,  as  it 
were,  live  within  ourselves,  we  shall  go  by  the  board  as  an  indus- 
trial Colony.  Unless  gold  and  diamonds  are  going  to  support  us 
we  must  find  other  resources  with  which  it  can  be  done. 

5246.  Do  you  not  depend  too  much  upon  imported  materials 
for  your  manufactures? — Yes,  but  the  conditions  should  be  such 
that  the  raw  material  should  be  available,  the  same  as  we  have  in 
regard  to  wheat  and  leather  goods.  That  is  why  I  say  that  leather 
should  be  protected  up  to  the  hilt,  and  people  should  be  compelled 
to  use  the  product  of  the  country. 

5247.  I  have  noticed  that  you  have  not  mentioned  the  candle 
manufacture? — It  escaped  my  memory;  I  intended  to  refer  to  it.  I 
am  not  an  expert  in  candles]  but  from  the  evidence  brought  before 
the  Legislative  Council  Committee  last  session,  I  gather  that  the 
previous  import  duty  was  2d.  per  lb.,  which  is  now  reduced  to  7^ 
per  cent.,  practically  a  farthing.  For  the  last  four  or  five  years  the 
raw  product  has  been  imported  from  over-sea.  We  have  been 
suffering  from  n  dearth  of  live-stock,  and  when  that  becomes  more 
plentiful  we  shall  obtain  more  stearine  from  our  sheep  and  cattle, 
stearine  being  the  fonndntion  of  candle-making. 

5248.  You  do  not  class  any  of  thc'se  industries  as  "bastard"  in- 
dustries' Thev  can  l)e  maintained  in  this  country? — It  depends 
on  what  vou  cull  ;i  "bastnrd"  industrv.       Candle-making  is  not  a 
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"bastard"  industry.  England  herself  imports  a  large  proportion 
of  the  raw  material  for  her  industries,  none  of  which  are  classed  as 
"bastard."  I  should  only  use  that  term  when  a  man  imports  oil 
and  tuml)les  it  out  of  one  cask  into  another  and  says  it  is  a  Colonial 
manufacture.  The  manufacture  of  matches  is  not  a  "  bastard  " 
industry  either,  because  we  have  a  certain  amount  of  the  material 
which  can  be  produced  here.  If  the  farmers  would  grow  the 
proper  tindjcr,  match  manufacturing  could  become  one  of  the 
staple  industries  of  the  country  in  all  respects 

5249.  Does  not  the  whole  question  resolve  itself  into  a  matter 
of  labour?  Other  countries  have  chea])er  labour,  which  is  here  too 
expensive  to  carry  out  industries  successfully?—!  do  not  agree  with 
that.  We  have  the  labour  here  if  we  could  only  lay  our  hands  upon 
it.  I  do  not  say  that  we  are  going  to  bring  tliat  labour  to  do  high- 
class  work.  The  better  class  of  labour  you  must  find  amongst  the 
white  population.  I  may  point  out  that  to-day  nearly  all  my  in- 
dustries are  headed  by  nien  who  have  been  apprentices  in  my  own 
service. 

5250.  The  solution  of  the  difficulty  which  you  would  suggest 
would  be  the  estal)lishment  of  a  Board  of  Colonial  Industries  and 
increased  protection? — In  some  instances  the  Board  might  suggest 
reduced  protection.  I  have  in  my  mind  an  industry  in  connection 
with  which  we  could  do  with  less  protection. 

5251.  M7'.  Owen-Lewis.']  You  think  the  object  of  this  Board 
would  be  to  watch  any  future  Customs  Conventions? — That  is  the 
whole  thing. 

5252.  And  if  there  had  been  such  a  Board  in  existence  when 
the  last  Customs  Convention  was  agreed  upon,  a  great  many 
anomalies  that  were  created  then  would  never  have  been  allowed 
to  pass? — ^Yes,  if  the  Government  followed  the  advice  of  such  a 
Board.  Another  object  would  be  to  watch  Government  contracts, 
so  that,  wherever  possible,  a  Colonial  contract  should  have  the  pre- 
ference over  outside  competitors.  A  great  anomaly  in  this  country 
is  that  the  Government  is  allowed  to  import  all  its  requirements 
free.  That  was  a  strong  point  made  on  behalf  of  the  tailors.  They 
cculd  not  compete  for  Government  contracts  simply  because  Gov- 
ernment do  not  pay  duty.  It  is  the  same  with  bricks  and  cement, 
and  also  with  printing.  Government  pays  no  duty,  and  therefore 
Colonial  printers  cannot  compete,  although  our  own  people  could 
d'j  the  work. 

5253.  Would  you  be  opposed  to  Chambers  of  Commerce  being 
represented  on  this  Board? — Yes,  I  should  as  strongly  object  to 
Chambers  of  Commerce  as  I  would  to  the  farmers  being  represented 
on  this  Board. 

5254.  Do  you  think  the  working-men  should  be  represented? — 
I  do  not  see  why  they  should  not  be,  but  so  far  as  I  am  aware  there 
are  no  trades  organisations  or  unions  anywhere  in  the  Colony  apart 
from  Cape  Town. 

5255.  Mr.  Abraha7nson.]  You  represent  the  feeling  of  your  dis- 
trict of  the  Colony  in  these  views? — Certainly.  I  shall  put  in  a 
letter  from  the  Port  Elizabeth  x\ssociation  showing  that  my 
opinions  are  upheld. 

5256.  Mr.  Ckven-Letvis.]  Is  your  Association  thoroughly  repre- 
sentative of  the  different  industries? — Yes. 

5257.  And  at  the  meeting  to  which  you  have  referred  they 
approved  of  the  suggestions  put  forward  ?--^Yes. 

5258.  These  suggestions   they  are  prepared   to   support? — Yes, 
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b.K-ause  they  are  convinced  that  the  scheme  would  not  only  serve 
ofir  industries,  but  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Cape  Colony  in  a 
general  sense. 


Tuesday,  I7th  Jaimary,  1905. 


PRESENT : 

P.  J.  Weeber,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  {Chairman). 

Hon.  W.  Rogers,  M.L.C.  O.  A.  Oosthuisen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Owen-Lewis,  M.L.C.  R.  Orpen,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

L.  Abrahamson,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  W.  Rubidge,  Esq.,  M.L.A. 

C.  E.  Tod,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  Dr.  E.  A.  Nobbs  (Expert 

G.  Blaine,  Esq.,  M.L.A.  ;                Adviser). 

Charles  Eustace  Pillans,  further  examined. 

5259.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis ?\  Do  you  think  that  the  internal  organi- 
sation of  the  Agricultural  Department  is  satisfactoiy  ?— No,  by  no 
means. 

5260.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  in  what  way  it  is  defective? 
— There  is  a  common  expression  that  there  is  too  much  red-tape; 
but  I  think  the  technical  staff  should  be  divided  and  separated 
from  the  clerical  staff  entirely.  At  present  to  a  great  extent  the 
clerical  staff  runs  the  technical  staff. 

5261.  In  your  opinion  the  technical  staff  do  not  have  a  suffi- 
ciently free  hand? — That  is  so. 

5262.  Their  utility  is  hampered  by  the  clerical  staff? — Yes,  and 
the  technical  staff  get  the  blame  if  anything  goes  wrong. 

5263.  Is  there  inucli  delay  when  a  letter  arrives  at  the  Depart- 
ment before  it  reaches  the  technical  man  who  should  deal  with  it? 
— I  can  give  you  instances  where  it  took  a  week  and  ten  days  fre- 
quently. 

5264.  Can  you  give  us  any  details  of  what  becomes  of  that  letter 
in  the  meanwhile? — It  is  brought  in  by  the  messenger  and  opened, 
then  registered  and  docketed  and  passed  on  and  the  official  who 
has  to  deal  with  it  puts  it  perhaps  with  his  other  work,  and  it  may 
be  delayed  there  for  a  week  or  for  days  before  it  arrives  at  its  des- 
tination. 

5265.  After  it  has  reached  its  destination,  has  the  reply  to  go 
through  the  same  hands? — Yes,  it  goes  through  the  same  routine. 
You  are  asked  to  report  wnrhout  dealing  directly  with  the  matter. 

5266.  And  in  consequence  there  have  been  delays  of  over  four- 
teen days  before  the  answer  can  reach  the  person  who  sent  the 
letter? — Quite. 

5267.  And  this  is  on  account  of  the  unnecessary  red-tape  which 
prevails  in  the  Dei)artment? — That  is  the  only  way  one  can  de- 
scribe it,  but  it  is  unavoi(la1)l('  under  the  present  system. 

5268.  You  think  the  present  system  is  quite  wrong? — Yes. 
Then  farmers  calling  at  the  Department  have,  generally  speaking, 
very  much  difficulty  in  getting  ihcir  wants  satisfied  because  there 
is  nobody  in  the  nature  of  an  intelligence  officer — we  might  call 
him — in  the  Department  who  could  take  them  to  where  they  can 
receive  the  informntion  thev  are  in  search  of. 
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5269.  Chairman.]  Is  it  only  lately  that  you  have  discovered  that 
the  system  is  wrong? — No,  that  always  was  my  opinion.  lied  tape 
is  a  general  fault  throughout  the  service. 

5270.  Have  you  ever  brought  it  to  the  notice  of  the  Minister?— 
Not  ofificially,  but  it  is  so  well  known  that  it  is  superfluous  to  men- 
tion a  matter  of  that  kind. 

5271.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  Minister  for  Agriculture 
knows  all  about  it? — I  do  not  know  whether  he  knows  the  details 
of  the  office,  he  cannot  be  expected  to.  He  has  far  weightier  ques- 
tions to  attend  to. 

5272.  J/r.  Ow(in-Lewis.\  What  would  the  experience  of  farmers 
be  w^ho  went  to  the  Department  for  advice  and  assistance,  assuming 
that  he  did  not  know  whom  to  go  to?  Would  he  have  much  dilli- 
culty  in  finding  the  right  man? — It  depends  upon  who  gets  hold  of 
him. 

5273.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  where  farmers  have  come 
up  to  get  assistance  from  the  Department,  and  owing  to  the  bad 
system  which  prevails  have  been  unable  to  get  it? — Yes,  this  has 
been  brought  to  my  notice. 

5274.  What  happened  in  these  cases? — They  grumbled  and 
went  away  and  that  gets  us  into  disrepute  in  the  country. 

5275.  What  was  the  experience  of  one  of  these  men  who,  came 
up  and  went  away  without  receiving  what  he  wanted?  Was  he 
taken  to  the  wrong  person,  or  was  the  man  he  wanted  to  see  en- 
gaged ? — It  is  very  often  that  he  goes  to  those  who  do  not  know,  and 
he  is  put  off. 

5276.  And  instead  of  taking  the  trouble  to  see  that  he  gets  to 
the  right  peTson  he  is  merely  put  off? — Yes. 

5277.  And  he  goes  awav  without  receiving  any  satisfaction  at 
all?— Yes. 

5278.  You  think  it  is  a  matter  of  chance  whether  he  is  taken  to 
the  right  man  or  not? — Yes.  Farmers  do  not  always  state  exactly 
what  they  want.  They  want  a  great  deal  and  they  come  in  a  ner- 
vous way,  and  unless  they  can  go  to  one  of  the  officers  from  whom 
they  can  get  advice  they  give  it  up. 

5279.  Does  one  of  the  clerical  staff  usually  deal  with  him  and 
then  get  rid  of  him  ? — It  depends  on  who  he  goes  to. 

5280.  You  know  of  instances  where  a  farmer  has  gone  away 
without  receiving  the  advice  he  wanted? — Yea. 

5281.  Did  he  get  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  clerical  staff? — 
Yes. 

5282.  Who  knew  absolutely  nothing  about  it — heard  what  the 
farmer  had  to  say  and  then  sent  him  away,  instead  of  taking  the 
trouble  of  seeing  thai  he  got  to  the  technical  head? — Yes,  naturally 
the  technical  heads  work  out  their  own  salvation  as  it  were.  They 
are  too  much  hampered  at  present,  and  have  been  ever  since  I  came 
to  the  Department  in  1893. 

5283.  Mr.  Oosthuisen.]  I  suppose  similar  instances  can  be 
quoted  in  cases  where  the  farmers  write  to  the  Department? — De- 
lays are  so  great  that  farmers  will  not  write  very  often.  They  will 
always  write  to  certain  officers  in  the  Department  whom  they 
know.  The  proper  thing  is  to  Avrite  through  the  head  of  the  De- 
partment, but  they  prefer  not  to  do  so. 

5284.  Would  vou  favour,  in  the  case  of  a  man  writing  on  the 
subject  of  "bush  "ticks,"  that  he  write  direct  to  the  Entomologist! 
— Yes,  the  Entomologist  keeps  all  his  records  and  his  books,  which 
the  Chief  of  the  Department  can  inspect  at  any  time,  and,  if  it  is 
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found  that  the  technical  heads  do  nut  carry  out  their  duties,  get 
rid  of  them. 

o'2So.  Air.  Rogers.]  What  is  the  gain  for  the  Government  to  con- 
tinue tliis  unbusiness-like  system  in  the  Agricultural  Department? 
— No  gain  whatever.  We  have  for  long  been  hoping  for  bettor  days 
as  regards  the  system  of  working. 

5286.  But  why  is  it  kept  up  and  by  whom? — It  is  not  for  me 
to  say.     It  is  the  system. 

5287.  It  has  been  given  in  evidence  before  this  Commission  that 
the  fruit  orchards  of  the  East  are  failures.  Is  that  your  experience? 
— Absolutely  no.  There  are  failures  where  a  man  experiments, 
but  where  he  takes  advice  and  goes  on  the  right  lines  he  has  always 
dene  well.  The  men  in  the  East  have  not  had  all  the  assistance 
and  advice  that  was  due  to  them,  hence  many  have  gone  wrong. 

5288.  You  have  had  much  experience  of  fruit  orchards  in  the 
East? — Yes,  a  very  large  experience. 

5289.  Can  you  mention  one  which  has  been  a  failure? — No,  no 
plot  worthy  of  the  name  of  orchard.  Climatic  conditions  have 
occasionally  been  against  them,  that  is,  late  frosts,  but  otherwise 
not.  In  fact,  generally  speaking,  the  men  who  have  taken  up  fruit 
culture  in  the  East  have  been  well  satisfied  along  the  coast  bell, 
and  those  who  have  taken  up  fruits,  best  suited  for  higher  altitudes, 
have  also  done  remarkably  well ;  ])ut,  of  course,  there  is  a  very  large 
industry  still  open  for  them  there. 

5290.  Mr.  Blaine.]  Separating  the  clerical  from  the  technical 
branches,  is  the  chief  reform  you  advocate  in  the  Agricultural 
J3epartment  ? — Yes. 

5291.  Are  there  any  other  reforms  you  would  like  to  suggest? — 
Yes.  One  is  that  there  should  be  a  man  in  the  Department  who 
is  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  buying  for  farmers  living  at  a  distance. 
Often  a  farmer  is  unable  to  get  to  Cape  Town  himself,  or  to  find 
out  what  he  wants  without  some  difficulty.  The  man  who  would 
be  entrusted  with  such  duties  would  know  the  newest  or  best 
machine,  the  best  seed  wheat  or  oats,  and  a  dozen  and  one  such 
Httle  things  that  the  farmer  requires.  I  may  say,  that  until  the 
past  year  or  so  I  have  done  a  lot  of  purchasing  for  farmers,  but 
have  stopped  it  now;  but  it  is  of  immense  assistance  to  them. 

5292.  Is  there  any  other  reform  you  would  suggest  ? — When  I 
spoke  of  the  separation  of  the  technical  and  clerical  staffs,  I  also 
mentioned  that  the  technical  staff  should  have  a  much  freer  hand 
and  should  be  subordinate  to  the  Minister. 

5293.  Mr.  Ruhidge.]  You  say  subordinate  to  the  Minister.  Should 
it  not  be  subordinate  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture  ? — It 
should  ha.    It  depends  on  the  personnel  of  the  man. 

5294.  What  do  you  think  ought  to  be  the  qualifications  of  Ine 
Under  Secretary  ? — The  qualification  is  he  should  l)e  a  man  who 
knows  the  farmers  and  whom  they  respect.  So  long  as  he  is  a  nuvn 
of  tact  he  need  know  little  of  the  practical  side  of  the  farming,  as 
his  technical  staif  could  attend  to  that. 

5295.  You  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  have  any 
scientific  knowledge? — No. 

5296.  I  think  the  Commission  would  be  very  gi'atefnl  if  you 
could  giv(!  them  a  scheme  as  to  how  the  Dcpartmcnl  could  be  i)ro- 
perly  organised? — Of  course,  there  is  the  Minister,  and  tiini  (here 
should  1)0  a  pennanoiil   head     I  do  not   care  wlial   you  call  liini 

a  man  who  is  in  touch  with  tlie  faiiiu'is  of  tliis  country,  antl  a  man 
wbmn  llie  farmers  could  respect  and  go  to  and  be  taken  by  him  to 
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whatever  branch  they  want  to  get  advice  from.  Theii 
the  technical  staff  shouhl  deal  with  all  technical  matters, 
which  should  be  sent  to  them  directly,  and  not  to  the  clerical  staff, 
as  is  done  now.  Then  there  should  l)e  an  administrative  head — a 
man  who  attends  to  accounts  and  leave  and  appointments  and  so 
on.  Further,  there  is  the  appointment  I  recommended  before — a 
man  who  will  purchase  for  the  farmers — I  would  call  him  an  in- 
lelligence  officer — a  man  who  shoiUd  be  up-to-date  and  know  the 
I'rice  of  stock,  of  agricultural  implements,  of  fodder  and  wheat,  and 
so  on.    I  really  think  there  should  be  such  a  man. 

5297.  Is  there  anything  you  would  like  to  add? — No,  excepting 
that  the  sooner  reform  comes  the  better.  At  present  we  are  mark- 
ing time.  To  a  very  great  extent  the  country  is  not  getting  out  of 
its  technical  staff  the  work  it  should,  and  the  technical  staff  think 
they  are  very  much  hampered,  and  so  are  not  able  to  do  all  the 
good  they  can. 

David  Ernest  Hutchins,  examined. 

5298.  Chairman.]  You  are  the  Conservator  of  Forests,  Western 
Conservancy  ? — Yes. 

5299.  Mr.  Abrahamso7i.]  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  the  money 
voted  by  Parliament  for  the  forestry  of  the  country  is  disbursed  by 
the  different  heads  of  the  Forest  Department? — Yes. 

5300.  You  have  the  control  of  that  money  in  so  far  as  your  vote  is 
concerned? — I  have  the  control  over  about  half  the  amount  voted 
for  the  Forest  Department  and  advise  with  regard  to  the  other  con- 
servancies. 

53U1.  I  understand  you  can  spend  half  of  that  money  on  your 
own  initiative? — Under  the  control  of  the  Minister. 

5302.  In  what  way  does  the  Minister  control  ? — The  Minister 
can  regulate  the  expenditure  on  the  different  plantations. 

530;].  Will  you  tell  the  Commission  what  the  procedure  is  ? — 
Ihe  estimates  are  first  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  his  sanction, 
and  after  that  they  are  submitted  to  Parliament,  and  then  comes 
the  administration  of  the  vote  in  which  we  have  to  get  authority 
to  spend  the  money  sanctioned  by  Parliament. 

5304.  What  you  mean  is  that  the  Treasury  must  give  you  the 
money? — We  deal  directly  with  the  Minister  of  Agriculture. 

5305.  He  must  get  the  money  from  the  Treasury? — Yes. 

5306.  And  w^hen  he  gets  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury  then,  I 
suppose,  it  is  in  yotir  discretion  to  spend  the  money  in  the  way  you 
think  best? — Not  absolutely.  There  is  more  interference  in  details 
than  I  think  is  advisable. 

5307.  What  interference  is  there? — In  small  matters  of  expendi- 
ture, which  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  responsible 
officers. 

5308.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  present  arrangement,  or  what 
would  you  advise  ? — I  would  advise  that  the  responsible  officers 
should  have  a  clearer  responsibility.  The  responsibility  now  is 
divided  between  them  and  the  permanent  ministerial  head. 

5309.  Mr.  Tod.]  In  other  words,  you  would  like  a  freer  hand? — 
Yes,  I  should  like  to  be  judged  by  results. 

5310.  Mr.  Alrahamso'n?^  What  "you  would  wish  is  then  that  the 
money  voted  by  Parliament  should  be  left  to  your  discretion  with- 
out any  further  interference? — Yes.  Perhaps  I  should  add,  that 
quifo,  lately  several  of  the  Sub-Departments  under  the  Minister  for 
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A'Ticulture  have  been  given  the  adnihiistration  of  their  own  votes, 
but  that  has  not  been  extended  to  tlie  Forest  Department. 

b6il.  You  think  that  is  an  innovation  in  the  riglit  direction? — 
Undoubtedly. 

53]  2.  Tliat  is  to  say  these  sub-officers  are  only  responsible  to 
themselves,  as  long  as  they  do  not  exceed  their  vote,  and  the  only 
check  they  have  is  the  audit  check? — Yes,  subject  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary provision  the  responsible  officer  should  be  held  responsible 
for  the  expenditure. 

5313.  Will  you  explain  what  you  mean  by  "  responsible  "  !  That 
is  to  say  the  estimates  having  been  passed  by  the  Secretary  for 
Agriculture  before  he  lays  them  before  Parliament  ;  then,  if  the 
money  is  voted  by  Parliament,  it  is  absolutely  at  the  discretion  of 
the  head  of  the  Sub-Department  to  spend  that  money  in  the  way 
he  thinks  best  in  the  interests  of  his  Department? — Yes. 

5314.  And  the  check  would  be  the  audit? — Yes. 

5315.  I  see  in  the  statement  submitted  to  the  Commission  that 
the  excess  of  the  expenditure  over  the  receipts  in  the  whole  of  the 
Forest  Department  is  something  like  £50,000  a  year? — It  is  rather 
more  than  that. 

5316.  And  that  has  been  going  on  for  many  years?  How  long 
has  the  Forest  Department  been  in  existence  ? — It  was  put  on  its 
present  footing  in  1883. 

5317.  Has  the  expenditure  been  more  or  less  the  same? — No,  it 
has  gradually  increased,  as  the  work  has  been  found  to  produce  suc- 
cessful results. 

5318.  So  we  can  take  it  that  for  the  last  ten  years  £50,000  has 
been  spent  per  annum  in  excess  of  the  receipts? — Yes. 

5319.  Making  half  a  million  of  money? — Yes. 

5320.  You  would  advise  that  a  larger  amount,  if  possible,  should 
be  devoted  to  forestry  than  has  been  in  the  past? — Yes. 

5321.  Can  you  give  us  an  idea  how  long  it  woukl  take  Ijefore 
we  would  equalise  expenditure  with  revenue? — 'The  most  advanced 
plantations  near  Cape  Town  already  do  so. 

5322.  What  is  the  timber  used  for? — For  fire-w^ood  and  pit  props. 
We  are  sending  the  latter  ]jarticularly  from  Ceres  Road,  and  have  a 
steam  engine  there  cutting  it  up. 

5323.  You  look  to  forestry  as  a  commercial  undertaking? — It  is 
a  public  work  pure  and  simple,  and  a  commercial  undertaking. 

5324.  Looking  at  the  finances  of  the  country,  would  you  advise 
that  a  larger  amount  of  money  should  be  devoted  to  forests  ? — I 
think  that  the  country  is  too  poor  to  atl'ord  to  continue  sending 
abroad  what  we  are  now  spending  on  timber,  which  amounted  to 
one  million  sterling  last  year  The  average  is  not  less  than  half  a 
million. 

5325.  Are  there  any  other  industries  which  are  conducted  by 
private  people  of  which  the  same  might  be  said? — No. 

5326.  Your  argument  is,  you  want  to  prevent  the  importation 
of  limber  into  the  country.  Does  not  the  same  argument  hold  good 
in  regard  to  butter? — No,  on  account  of  the  length  of  time  taken  to 
produce  the  timber.  That  is  a  question  which  has  l)een  gone  into 
very  thoroughly  in  the  schools  of  poliluuil  economy  in  Europe,  and  it 
has  been  settled  that  on  account  of  the  length  of  time  before  the 
supply  can  be  i)rovidod  to  mecl  the  dcmnntl,  forestry  is  outside  the 
ordinary  laws  of  sup])ly  and  (icinand. 

5327.  Can  you  give  me  any  instance  of  young  struggling  coun- 
tries, whose  finances  are  not  in  a  flourishing  condition,  going  into 


505 

a  large  expenditure  with  re,i;anl  lo  i■()^e8ll■y^  Japan  may  he  said 
to  be  a  young  country  from  our  [)oint  of  view,  and  il  spends  a 
quarter  of  a  million  on  forests. 

5328.  3Ir.  Owen-Lewis.]  There  are  four  Conservators  of  Forests, 
are  there  not? — Yes. 

5329.  Parliament  votes  so  much  money  each  year  for  the  vari- 
ous Departments? — Yes. 

5330.  Who  decides  how  this  money  is  to  be  alotted  ht-tween 
the  four  ? — Each  Conservator  has  his  own  Vote.  Parliament  de- 
cides that. 

5331.  You  say  that  about  half  the  money  voted  by  Parliament 
is  expended  by  yourself? — Yes,  that  is  because  we  have  the  greatest 
demand  for  timber  here,  and  the  largest  plantations. 

5332.  The  amount  which  you  expend  is  actually  voted  l)y  Par- 
liament for  you  to  spend  ? — Yes,  Parliament  votes  the  money  for 
each  locality. 

5333.  Is  that  ever  interfered  with  afterwards  by  the  Agricul- 
tural Department? — Not  usually. 

5334.  They  never  allow  one  Conservator  to  spend  what  was 
voted  for  another?— No. 

Andrew  Burnett  Reid,  examined. 

5335.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  You  are  the  Chairman  of  the  South  Afri- 
can Manufacturers'  Association? — Yes. 

5336.  The  Commission  amongst  other  things  have  been  re- 
quested to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  best  means  of  estab- 
lishing a  Board  to  promote  and  advance  Colonial  industries.  Would 
you  be  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  such  a  Board  ? — Yes,  I 
think  it  is  very  desirable. 

5337.  As  I  take  it  the  object  of  such  a  Board  would  be  to  watch 
any  future  changes  in  the  Customs  Union  with  regard  to  tariffs ;  to 
see  whether  it  was  possible  that  Government  contracts  should  be 
given  to  Colonial  firms;  that  the  Board  should  generally  watch 
Colonial  industries;  that  if  anybody  connected  with  an  industry 
had  a  grievance  that  there  would  be  an  otticially  constituted  Board 
to  whom  he  could  go.  The  Board  would  consider  the  matter  and 
would  advise  the  Government  upon  it.  I  also  take  it  that  from 
time  to  time  they  would  issue  reports  on  the  state  of  the  different 
industries  in  the  Colony  and  generally  collect  evidence  and  advise 
as  to  what  legislation  should  be  introduced  which  would  helji  for- 
Avard  the  Colonial  industries? — Quite  so. 

5338.  You  think  if  such  a  Board  were  established  it  would 
assist  the  Colonial  industries? — Yes,  undoubtedly. 

5339.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  as  to  how  that  Board 
should  be  established? — ^With  regard  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Board  I  should  say  that  the  Board  ought  to  have  representatives 
from  all  the  principal  industries  that  are  practically  carried  on  in 
the  country. 

5340.  Roughly  speaking,  what  would  that  number  be  I — I  think 
at  the  present  time  we  have  about  nineteen  of  what  you  might  call 
principal  industries  which  are  being  carried  on  in  the  Colony 

5341 .  Would  not  that  make  a  large  Board,  because  there  would 
have  to  be  Government  nominees  as  well? — I  do  not  see  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  have  that  number  on  the  Board,  but  the  num- 
ber to  be  appointed  should  be  such  as  would  thoroughly  represent 
the  various  industries.     That  is  to  say  a  few  men  probably  could 
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represent  sufficiently  the  practical  work  of  the  various  industries 
on  the  Board  Avhich  would  be  appointed. 

5342.  It  was  suggested  to  the  Commission  yesterday  in  evi- 
dence by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pyott,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Port  Eliza- 
beth Manufacturers'  Association,  that  there  should  be  nine  mem- 
bers on  the  Board,  of  which  Government  should  nominate  three, 
two  should  come  from  Cape  TOwn;  two  from  Port  Elizabeth,  and 
two  from  East  London.  In  your  opinion  would  that  be  a  good 
schemed — These  would  be  elected  by  the  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tions of  the  different  provinces,  I  take  it.  Of  course  you  have  to 
consider  in  what  respect  the  industries  are  being  carried  on.  From 
my  knowledge  of  Port  Elizabeth  there  would  be  three  times  as 
many  industries  here  as  in  the  whole  area  tnere  put  together.  There 
should  be  representation  more  or  less  in  connection  with  the  work 
carried  on. 

5343.  Is  your  organisation  in  touch  with  other  Associations  in 
other  parts  of  the  country? — To  a  certain  extent. 

5344.  You  think  it  would  be  possible  to  so  extend  your  organi- 
sation that  it  would  be  possible  to  represent  all  the  industries  in 
the  difTerent  parts  of  the  Colony? — I  think  so. 

5345.  And  that  your  Association  could  then  meet  together  and 
elect  the  men  to  serve  on  mis  Board.  If  the  Government  were  to 
say  we  are  going  to  nominate  three,  we  leave  it  to  the  Manufac- 
turers' Association  for  the  whole  Colony  to  nominate  a  certain 
number,  and  give  them  a  free  hand  whom  they  select,  and  from 
what  district  they  come,  would  that  meet  your  requirements?- — I 
can  give  you  perhaps  my  own  personal  idea  with  regard  to  that, 
but  I  think  that  probably  we  should  have  to  discuss  this  more  fullj^ 
in  our  Association  l)efore  we  can  come  to  any  decided  decision  in 
regard  to  that,  but  I  think  the  representation  ought  to  be  according 
to  the  various  industries  concerned.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
fair  to  localise  it  by  having  two  out  of  each  town. 

5346.  You  think  your  Association  would  be  able  to  select  from 
the  whole  Colony  so  many  members  who  would  be  representative 
of  all  the  industries? — Quite  so. 

5347.  And  your  Association  approves  of  the  establishment  of 
a  Board  such  as  has  been  suggested? — Yes,  it  does. 

5348.  You  think  that  it  would  assist  the  industries  of  this 
Colony  if  such  a  Board  were  brought  into  existence? — Yes,  the  posi- 
tion is  this,  that  at  the  present  time  we  feel  that  Colonial  industries 

I  speak  for  industries  that  are  now  in  existence,  we  do  not  want 

to  foster  l)astard  industries,  but  we  want  fair  play  for  those  which 
are  carrying  on  fair  business,  and  instead  of  having  a  Customs 
tariff  in' favour  of  the  imported  article,  we  want  them  to  allow  us 
fair  trade  in  Colonial  manufactured  goods.  Riiw  material  is  im- 
ported in  some  cases  cheaper  than  manufactured. 

5349.  And  a  Board  should  see  that  that  does  not  occur?— It 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  see  that  there  was  a  proper  tariff. 

5350.  Chairman.]  Can  you  mention  any  industry  that  you  could 
not  call  a  bastard  industry— one  which  does  not  import?— There 
are  a  large  ntunlx'r  of  industries  in  the  Colony  which  are  no  more 
bastard  industries  than  they  are  in  Euroi)e.  Of  course  we  have 
to  import  from  other  countries  a  very  large  amount  of  raw  material. 

5351.  Looking  at  the  wagon  industry,  in  most  cases  they  im- 
l)ort  their  wood  ready  made?— That  is  to  the  detrinuuit  of  the  in- 
dustries, as  they  are  existing  now.  There  is  no  necessity  for  any 
mnnufncturofi  wood  to  be  imported  here  in  connection  with  the 
wagon  industry — not  to  any  extent. 
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5352.  Have  you  any  ol)jectioii  to  farmerK  sitting;  on  this  Board? 
— No  objection.  Of  course,  the  point  lias  Jiot  been  (liscusfsed  by  our 
Association,  but  the  farming  industry  would  not  have  such  a  great 
deal  in  common  with  the  Manufacturers'  Association. 

5353.  Mr.  Abrahumson.]  Except,  I  take  it,  it  is  a  Colonial  indus- 
try connected  with  farming? — Quite  so. 

5354.  Mr.  Tod.]  I  take  it  that  your  ap[)roval  of  the  formation 
of  such  a  Board,  as  is  suggested,  is  in  the  hope  that  that  Board  will 
bring  about  such  an  alteration  in  the  present  Customs  tariff  as  will 
enable  you  to  conduct  your  business  with  some  chance  of  success? 
- — That  is  so. 

5355.  You  are  aware  that  the  Board  is  to  be  purely  advisory? — 
I  did  not  know  that.  That  is  one  of  the  points  1  would  like  to 
know,  viz.,  what  scope  and  powers  this  Board  would  have. 

5356.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  of1:er  on  that  point? — I 
would  suggest  that  the  Board  should  have  all  the  powers  possible 
to  give  it,  in  such  a  manner  as  would  practically  assist  the  indus- 
tries in  carrjdng  on  the  work  they  have  to  do,  and  also  in  connec- 
tion with  the  adjustment  of  the  Customs  tariff. 

5357.  You  must  see"  that  the  Board  can  have  no  power  to  alter 
a  tariff  ? — I  mean  they  will  have  to  throw  their  weight  in  the  proper 
quarter  to  see  that  it  is  adjusted. 

5357a.  I  would  also  like  to  point  out  this,  that  it  Avould  be  im- 
possible for  any  Government  to  take  that  Board  into  its  confidence 
with  regard  to  any  proposed  alterations  of  the  tariff,  because  you 
see  it  would  then  put  your  Associations  in  a  strong  position  in 
regard  to  speculations,  in  regard  to  selling  or  buying  an  article 
where  an  alteration  was  to  take  place.  What  is  it  you  hope  that 
this  Board  will  accomplish  for  you  that  you  are  not  able  to  do  at 
present  through  your  organisations  as  they  now  exist? — The  hope 
we  have  is  this,  that  the  Board  will  be  able  to  assist  us  in  bringing 
pressure  to  bear  on  the  Government  in  connection  with  the  revision 
of  the  Customs  tariff  for  which  we  really  have  to  strive,  and  also  to 
give  all  information  that  the  Board  can  in  connection  with  the 
various  industries  with  which  we  are  connected. 

5358.  It  has  been  suggested  that  there  should  be  a  certain  num- 
ber of  Government  nominees  on  this  Board.  How^  do  you  view  that 
proposal? — I  think  the  proposal  would  be  quite  fair.  We  do  not 
want  simpl}^  men  who.  do  not  know  anything  about  the  various  in- 
dustries, we  want  as  practical  men  as  it  is  possible  to  get  to  take 
expert  evidence,  and  give  expert  information. 

5359.  Would  you  not  get  that  amongst  the  members  whom  you 
as  an  Association  would  elect? — Yes. 

5360.  What  gain  do  you  expect  to  receive  from  the  addition  of 
these  Government  nominees  on  your  Board? — I  should  look  at  it  in 
this  way:  Ave  do  not  want  to  press  any  selfish  opinion  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  and  the  Government  nominees  would  see  what 
justice  we  wanted  to  claim,  and  whether  we  were  fair  and  liberal  in 
connection  with  the  various  claims  we  put  forward. 

5361.  Cannot  the  Government  do  that  in  Parliament? — I 
should  say  they  could,  but  when  any  such  subject  came  before  Par- 
liament I  do  liot  know  whether  they  would  be  able  to  devote  the 
time  to  it  which  would  be  necessary.  That  is  really  the  point.  From 
my  experience  in  the  country  of  over  twenty-four  years  I  have 
found  in  connection  with  various  industries  that  instead  of  being 
represented,  they  have  been  misrepresented  at  the  various  Con- 
ferences.    Their  "interests  have  never  been  consulted,  and  members 
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have  said  to  me,  "  You  have  no  one  to  represent  you."  This  Board 
I  should  say,  ouglit  to  have  certain  powers  and  ouglit  to  be  repre- 
sented at  any  Conference  tiiat  is  brougiit  about. 

5362.  In  tlie  industries  wliich  you  represent,  you  believe  it  is 
imperative  that  an  alteration  in  the  present  Customs  Union  should 
be  carried  out? — Absolutely. 

SytJiJ.  Mr.  Abrahamson.\  I  take  it  that  w^hat  you  think  this  Ad- 
visory Board  would  be  is  that  it  would  be  an  oflficial  body  consti- 
tuted by  Act  of  Parliament,  as  it  were,  for  the  purpose  of  advising 
on  questions  such  as  Customs  tariffs  and  others  upon  which  the 
Government  will  require  advice? — Yes. 

536-i.  That  you  think  it  should  just  simply  be  a  body  that 
Government  could  appeal  to  on  any  questions  that  they  want 
advice  on  with  regard  to  Colonial  industries? — That  is  so. 

o365.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the  past  has  Government  or  Parlia- 
ment ever  appealed  to  your  Association  or  anyone  representing 
Colonial  industries  with  regard  to  Customs  tariffs? — Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

5366.  You  believe  that  if  such  a  Board  had  been  in  existence, 
for  instance,  during  the  time  that  the  Conference  sat  at  Bloemfon- 
tein,  and  passed  the  Customs  Convention,  you  think  that  the  things 
would  not  have  been  passed  which  were  passed?— I  feel  sure  they 
would  not. 

5367.  That  is  one  point  where  you  think  the  innovation  might 
be  of  advantage  to  the  country,  and  more  especially  the  Colonial 
industries? — That  is  so. 

5368.  In  your  Association  have  you  men  who  have  factories  in 
the  country? — Yes,  and  who  employ  large  numbers  of  men. 

5369.  Such  as  wagon-making  and  leather  industries? — Yes. 

5370.  Would  you  consider  the  makers  of  Colonial  wine  an  in- 
dustry that  could  work  with  your  Association? — Personally  I 
should  hardly  think  it  would  come  within  the  scope  of  our  Associa- 
tion. 

5371.  But  supposing  that  the  farmers  had  their  ow^n  Advisory 
Board  to  the  Government,  something  similar  to  the  one  suggested 
by  you,  do  you  not  think  there  might  be  some  connecting  link  be- 
tween you? — Yes,  as  far  as  possible. 

5372.  Because  you  consider  that  your  interests  and  that  of  the 
farmers  would  be  identical,  and  that  the  policy  of  the  manufac- 
turers would  not  be  inimicable  to  that  of  the  farmers  of  the  coun- 
try?— No,  not  by  any  means  inimical  to  the  farmers. 

5373.  You  think  your  political  ideas  with  regard  to  fiscal  ques- 
tions are  more  or  less  the  same? — Yes,  they  ought  to  be. 

5374.  Mr.  Blaine.']  Do  you  think  if  you  had  a  Board  constituted 
by  the  Government  that  the  representations  made  by  you  through 
that  Board  would  carry  more  weight  than  the  representations  made 
to  Government  through  your  present  Association? — I  consider  it 
ought  to. 

5375.  And  as  far  as  you  have  thought  the  matter  over,  j'ou 
Ihink  that  it  would  be  perhai)s  the  best  way  to  place  yourself  in 
communication  with  the  Government  through  such  a  Board? — At 
the  present  stage  I  do  not  know  exactly  whether  it  should  be  so. 
'J'hat  is  a  {)oinl.  which  lias  not  l)cen  settled  by  the  Association,  but 
personally  I  think  the  creation  of  such  a  Board  ought  to  be  so,  but 
as  far  as  the  Board  is  to  1)p  constituted  that  will  have  to  l)o  taken 
into  consi(hiration.  If  it  did  ncjt  have  men  on  the  Board  capabh> 
of  dealing  with  these  matters,  it  may  be  better  for  us  to  go  straight 
to  Government  as  an  Association. 
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5376.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  The  idea  is  that  that  Advisory  Board 
would  be  attached  to  the  Minister  who  has  charge  of  the  Colonial 
industries  1 — Yes. 

5377.  Mr'.  Rogers.]  I  believe  Colonial  industries  at  the  present 
time  are  in  a  very  bad  way? — Yes. 

5378.  To  what  cause  do  you  attribute  the  depression  at  the  pre- 
sent time? — The  only  cause  that  I  can  attribute  it  to  is  the  Customs 
Tariff. 

5379.  Then  you  think  the  revision  of  the  Customs  Tariff  would 
restore  your  industries  to  their  former  position? — Yes,  by  putting 
us  on  a  fair  basis  so  that  we  could  compete  with  the  imported 
article. 

5380.  What  number  of  hands  did  your  industries  employ  about 
three  years  ago? — We  have  been  unable  to  get  statistics,  but  the 
number  was  certainly  considerable.  The  amount  of  capital  ex- 
pended on  plant  and  machinery  in  all  directions  has  been  on  the 
increase,  but  unless  that  is  going  to  be  supported,  it  is  going  to  fall 
off  rather  than  increase,  because  it  will  not  pay  to  keep  this  plant 
and  machinery  running  unless  they  get  a  fair  amount  of  support  in 
that  way. 

5381.  Chairman.]  Are  there  not  a  lot  of  men  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment on  account  of  this  depression? — Yes,  there  is  no  doubt 
there  are,  but  the  question  is  what  we  are  to  do  in  the  future.  Of 
course  there  are  many  industries  which  are  not  crippled  altogether, 
and  they  manage  to  exist  in  one  way  and  another,  but  it  is  the 
possibilities  which  there  are  in  the  future  to  carry  en  industries  at 
the  standard  they  ought  to  be,  and  moreover  I  consider  that  the 
various  industries  which  are  represented  by  our  area  ought  to  be 
carried  on  here  profitably  both  to  the  country  and  to  the  individual 
himself  and  ought  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
country. 

5382.  Mr.  Tod.]  Would  you  say  from  your  knowledge  of  the 
existing  conditions  in  this  Colony  that  a  general  protectionist 
policy  for  everything  that  could  be  either  manufactured  or  grown 
in  the  Colony  is  the  best  policy  in  the  general  interests  of  the 
Colony? — When  you  say  everything,  I  think  that  is  going  a  little 
too  far. 

5383.  You  as  a  manufacturer  desire  to  be  protected  in  your 
manufactures,  but  you  must  remember  that  you  cannot  protect 
only  one  portion  of  the  population ;  that  if  you  are  going  to  estab- 
lish a  principle  of  this  sort,  there  is  the  huge  farming  population  to 
be  considered,  and  when  you  are  protected  in  manufacturing  your 
wares,  at  the  same  time  you  are  going  to  throw  the  farming  com- 
munity into  competition  with  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  world 
with  practically  a  free  port? — In  connection  with  the  farming  in- 
dustry I  must  admit  I  am  not  really  able  to  give  an  opinion  on  that 
point,  that  is  to  say  as  I  should  like  to  do. 

5384.  Do  not  you  see  it  is  touching  a  big  principle  ? — Yes,  I  con- 
sider that  practically  every  industry  ought  to  be  judged  on  its 
merits,  that  is  to  say  you  cannot  draw  a  hard  and  fast  line  through 
everything. 

5385.  You  are  engaged  in  the  timber  trade? — Yes,  and  general 
building. 

5386.  If  butter  can  be  landed,  and  sold  in  Cape  Town  at  Is.  per 
lb.,  and  it  is  only  possible  to  sell  a  lb.  in  the  Colony  at  Is.  2d.,  would 
you  say  it  is  better  to  get  it  imported  at  Is.,  or  would  you  rather 
have  the  Colonial  article  at  Is.  2d.?— The  Colonial  article  at  Is.  2d. 
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Arthur  John  Mackenzie  Ross,  examined. 

5387.  Chairman.]  Is  there  anything  which  you  would  wish  to 
add  to  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Reid,  or  do  you  approve  generally 
of  what  he  has  stated? — There  is  one  point  regarding  the  composi- 
tion of  such  a  Board  which  we  have  discussed,  and  that  is,  I  think 
the  workmen  should  be  represented  on  that  bod5^  Jhey  have  their 
affiliated  Trades  Unions,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  good 
thing  to  enable  them  to  put  their  view  of  the  question  as  well. 
Therefore  they  should  be  represented  on  the  Board,  probably  to 
some  slight  degree. 

5388.  Mr.  Abrahainson.]  Do  they  belong  to  your  Association? — 
No,  ours  is  solely  a  Masters'  Association,  but  I  think  the  workers 
should  be  represented  as  well  as  the  masters,  otherwise  the  accusa- 
tion may  go  forth  that  the  masters,  a  few  capitalists,  are  working 
for  their  own  ends. 

5389.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Do  you  know  if  the  workers  are  suffi- 
ciently organised  in  other  parts  of  the  Colony  to  enable  them  to 
seek  such  representation? — I  can  only  speak  for  my  own  trade  of 
printing.  The  printers,  as  workmen,  are  organised  all  over  the 
Colony;  so,  I  believe,  are  the  plasterers,  and  other  industrial 
branches;  and  they  are  affiliated  into  one  organisation,  viz.,  the 
Trades  and  Labour  Council. 

5389a.  We  were  told  yesterday  that  it  is  only  in  Cape  Town  the 
workers  are  organised.  Do  you  think  that  is  correct? — It  is  not 
correct  as  regards  the  printing  trade. 

5390.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Reid ;  do  you 
agree  with  it? — I  thoroughly  agree  with  what  he  said. 

5391.  In  your  own  opinion  the  formation  of  such  a  Board 
would  be  of  great  use  to  anyone  connected  with  our  Colonial  in- 
dustries?— Quite  so.  I  also  think  the  appointment  of  Government 
nominees  would  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Board.  It  w^ould  give 
it  a  sort  of  semi-official  character,  and  would  make  manufacturers 
much  more  willing  to  join  it.  It  would  further  ensure  that,  in  the 
investigation  of  any  matter,  impartial  men  would  act  in  combina- 
tion with  the  manufacturers,  who,  if  working  by  themselves,  might 
bo  rather  Ijiassed,  and  too  willing  to  accept  evidence  which  an  im- 
partial man  w^ould  put  to  a  careful  test.  That  is  why  I  also  think 
the  working-men  should  be  represented.  The  recommendations 
of  a  Board  so  constituted  would  carry  more  weight. 

Louis  Frederick  Zietsman,  M.L.A.,  re-examined. 

5392.  Chairman.]  Do  you  wish  to  add  anything  to  the  evidence 
you  gave  on  a  former  occasion? — Yes.  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Reid 
fully  understood  Mr.  Tod's  (jueslion.  It  is  only  right  to  inform  the 
Commission  that  the  Manufacturers'  Association  work  entirely 
upon  tht'  l)road  principles  of  protection,  and  it  is  the  intention  to 
form  a  general  C()iiil)ination  with  the  farming  in(lustri(>s  of  the 
country,  with  the  ol)ject  of  securing  a  motlerale  measure  of  i)rutec- 
tjon  for  all  things  which  can  be  manufactured  and  grown  in  South 
Africa.  With  regard  to  the  (|nesti()n  of  "bastard"  industries,  the 
line  to  be  drawn  is  this:  Assuming  that  a  man  wants  to  put  a  wagon 
together,  we  do  not  wish  to  prevent  the  manufacturer  from  im- 
porting a  log  of  wood  from  which,  pro1);d)ly,  he  would  malxc  a 
s|)ecial  nave,  but  we  want  to  stop  that  nave  from  being  made  in 
England  and  then  sent  over  here.    You  cannot  foster  industries 
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unless  you  recognise  that  one  or  two  of  the  ingredients  have  to  be 
imported,  but  do  not  let  the  article  be  manufactured  aljroad;  im- 
port the  raw  material  and  let  it  be  made  here.  That  is  the  interpre- 
tation which  this  Association  puts  upon  what  are  termed  "  bas- 
tard "  industries. 

539^5.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  That  is  a  question  of  a  more  defined 
Customs  Tariff? — Yes.  I  am  merely  explaining  what  the  Associa- 
tion is  working  for. 

5394.  Mr.  Owen- Lew  is.]  Apart  from  that,  you  agree  with  the 
evidence  given  by  Mr.  Reid  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  the 
proposed  Board? — Yes,  I  think  that  Board  might  do  good.  Per- 
sonally, I  should  have  thought  that  advice  to  the  Government  could 
emanate  from  the  different  dissociations,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  Board  can  do  good;  at  any  rate  it  can  do  no  harm. 

5395.  You  know  what  happened  in  connection  with  the  last 
Customs  Convention;  it  was  a  case  of  everybody's  business  being 
nobody's  business  to  be  represented  when  those  changes  were 
carried  out  which  have  done  so  much  harm  to  the  industries  of  the 
Colony.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  such  a  Board  as  is  proposed 
comes  into  existence,  it  is  an  absolute  certainty  that  such  a  thing 
would  never  happen  again? — Quite  so. 

5396.  Any  individual  having  a  grievance  could  approach  the 
Board  instead  of  communicating  with  his  member  of  Parliament, 
and  through  him  the  Government.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  no  Minis- 
ter can  be  said  to  be  personally  responsible  for  Colonial  industries 
and  technical  instruction? — It  is  an  anomaly.  The  only  Minister 
who  appears  to  be  remotely  associated  with  our  uolonial  industries 
is  the  Treasurer,  and  yet  his  particular  branch  seems  to  be  miles 
away  from  the  subject.  The  whole  question  has  been  discussed 
over  and  over  again  at  meetings  of  the  Farmers'  Associations,  the 
Farmers'  Congress,  and  at  political  meetings. 

5397.  As  far  as  you  know,  do  you  think  the  proposition  to 
appoint  such  a  Board  would  have  the  support  of  the  farming  com- 
munity?— I  believe  the  general  feeling  of  the  people  of  Griqualand 
East  is  altogether  in  favour  of  it.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
during  last  session  of  Parliament  Mr.  Tod  proposed  a  motion  of 
which  this  Commission  is  the  outcome,  and  I  seconded.  That  was 
only  carrying  out  the  instructions  received  from  our  constituents. 

5398.  Mr.  Tod.]  Do  you  think  the  scheme  outlined,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Local  Committees,  a  Council  of  Agriculture,  and  a 
Board  of  Agriculture,  is  a  workable  scheme  ? — I  have  already  given 
my  opinion  that  I  am  opposed  to  that  cumbersome  machinery,  as 
involving  a  waste  of  time,  but  that  I  saw  no  objection  to  the  forma- 
tion of  an  Advisory  Board. 

5399.  Would  you  like  this  Board  to  be  chosen  in  some  simple 
way,  and  that  it  should  not  be  of  large  dimensions? — Yes. 

Sidney  Solomon  Isaacs,  examined. 

5400.  Chairman.]  Are  you  quite  in  agreement  with  the  previous 
witnesses  that  this  proposed  Board  of  Colonial  Industries  will  he  of 
great  advantage  to  the  Colony  ?— Undoubtedly. 

5401  Mr.  Tod.]  Is  the  chief  value  which  you  attach  to  the  for- 
mation of  such  a  Board  that  it  will  1n-ing  about  an  immediate 
alteration  in  the  present  Customs  Union?— Exactly. 

5402  You  think  that  such  a  Board  would  alter  the  Customs 
Tariff,  so  that,  instead  of  militating,  as  it  does  at  present,  agamst 


512 

the  Colonial  manufacturer,  it  will  put  him  on  a  footing  with    the 
imported  article? — That  is  so. 

5403.  Mr.  Owen-Leivis.]  Of  course  you  understand  that  the 
Tariff  cannot  be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  other  Colonies  ? 
—Yes. 

5404.  Do  you  agree  with  Mr.  Reid  that  material  is  imported  at 
the  same  rate  as  the  ready-made  article,  and  that,  in  fact,  in  some 
instances  the  duty  is  higher  for  the  material  than  for  the  manu- 
factured article? — That  is  the  case. 

5405.  Mr.  Ahrahamson?^  Do  you  think  it  is  essential  that  expert 
advice  of  manufacturers  should  be  taken  in  the  framing  of  any 
Customs  Tariff,  which,  of  course,  would  affect  the  articles  they  deal 
in  to  a  great  extent? — Undoubtedly.  I  do  not  see  how  a  Customs 
Tariff  can  be  properly  framed  without  such  advice  from  practical 
men,  well  acquainted  with  the  different  industries. 

5406.  According  to  your  experience  no  advice  was  taken  or 
opinion  ascertained  from  anyone  engaged  in  Colonial  manufac- 
tures before  the  present  Tariff  was  framed? — I  do  not  know  if  that 
was  done. 

5407.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  way  by  which  accurate  know- 
ledge could  be  obtained,  than  by  forming  such  a  Board,  consisting 
of  practical  representatives  of  the  various  industries,  who  would  be 
consulted  when  a  revision  of  the  Tariff  was  being  considered  ? — No, 
I  do  not. 

5408.  Have  you  any  acquaintance  with  the  Customs  Tariffs  of 
other  countries? — I  have  read  them  as  applied  to  our  own  industry. 

5409.  Are  they  not'  much  more  diffuse  ? — They  are  graduated 
Tariff's.  Articles  that  can  be  manufactured  in  the  country  only 
})artially  pay  a  certain  duty,  and  articles  which  can  be  manufac- 
tured entirely  pay  a  higher  duty.  It  fluctuates  according  to  the 
amount  of  labour  that  can  be  carried  out  in  the  country.  If  the 
Government  would  take  the  Manufacturers'  Association  into  their 
confidence  to  frame  a  Customs  Tariff,  I  feel  sure  they  would  be  able 
to  arrange  a  tariff  that  would  bring  increased  revenue  through  the 
Customs,  and  at  the  same  time  assist  the  various  branches  of  Col- 
onial Industry. 

5410.  Do  you  think  a  similar  system  necessary  here? — Some- 
thing on  these  lines. 

5411.  In  your  opinion  our  Customs  Tariff  is  confusing  arid  in- 
sutficient  ? — Absolutely  insufficient. 

William  Aldred  Collarcl,  examined. 

5412.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.']  What  is  your  official  position?— I  am 
Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  Colony. 

5413.  A  statement  has  been  handed  in  to  this  Commission  by 
llie  Agricidtural  Department  showing  that  during  the  ])ast  seven 
years  that  Department  has  had  a  revenue  of  £1,GUU,000,  and  an  ex- 
penditure of  £1,800,000.  Can  you  give  tlio  Commission  any  infor- 
mation with  i-egard  to  this  revenue  which  ihe  l)e])artment  show 
they  had?  For  instance,  I  see  there  is  a  heading  "Revenue  under 
Mines,"  and  also  Land  revenue,  interest  on  mortgage  bonds,  in- 
teresl  on  instalments  of  purchase  money,  in<(>rest  on  l)()nds  caj)i- 
talised,  and  arrears  of  quitrent? — I  should  like  to  point  out  with 
regard  to  Mines,  that  whilst  the  Tnsi)eelor  of  Mines  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  he  does  not  bear  the 
expense  of  collecting  any  revenue.     That  is  done  by  the  Civil  Com- 


51  n 

missioner  of  Kimberley.  likewise  with  revenue  fi'om  land;  the 
Sarveyor-G'eneral  creates  the  revenue,  but  after  a  grant  or  sale,  the 
Treasuiy  takes  all  control  in  the  collection  of  money  accruing  there- 
from. 

5414.  Mr.  Abrahamson.]  Why  is  it  that  the  Agricultural  Dejiart- 
ment  should  have  so  framed  this  statement? — I  do  not  know.  J.and 
revenue  is  essentially  collected  by  the  Treasury,  and  the  Treasury 
is  solely  responsible. 

5415.  Is  it  merely  a  question  of  bookkeeping,  this  crediting  of 
certain  items  of  revenue  to  the  Agricultural  Department? — I  do 
not  know  why  it  should  have  been  done,  unless  it  was  simply  be- 
cause it  is  the  Ministerial  Department  which  has  created  the 
revenue,  but  it  has  neither  control  nor  anything  else  to  do  with  the 
collection. 

5416.  They  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  collection  of  revenue. 
nor  the  disbursements  in  connection  with  its  collections? — Nothing 
whatsoever. 

5417.  So  that  if  taken  from  them  altogether  it  would  make  no 
difference  to  the  Agricultural  Department? — It  would  not  diminish 
their  expenditure  because  they  do  not  incur  any. 

5418.  Mr.  Otwen-Lewis.]  Do  you  say  it  is  rather  misleading  to 
put  it  in  as  revenue  of  the  Agricultural  Department? — Quite  so. 
While  on  this  point  I  have  turned  up  some  of  the  items  entered  in 
1903,  and  I  notice  that  under  the  heading  "  Live-stock,  Cattle  and 
Horses,"  an  amount  of  £3,784  is  shown.  On  looking  up  the  parti- 
culars I  find  it  includes  the  sale  of  condemned  police  horses. 

5419.  Is  that  entered  as  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  ? — Yes. 

5420.  Why  should  that  item  come  to  them? — I  do  not  know 
why  they  have  included  it.  The  Department  might  just  as  w^ell 
take  credit  for  the  sum  of  £43,000  odd  collected  in  1903  for  the  sale 
of  Crown  land  which,  as  you  are  probably  aware,  goes  to  the 
Sinking  Fund. 

5421.  Is  no  notice  taken  of  these  things  in  the  Audit  Depart- 
ment ? — It  is  not  shown  anywhere  as  revenue  collected  by  the  Agri- 
cultural Department. 

5422.  Some  audit  .must  be  taken? — The  audit  of  Land  revenue 
is  entirely  conducted  by  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General.  There 
is  no  departmental  audit  of  that  head  of  revenue. 

5423.  So  that  if  asked  if  this  statement  is  correct,  and  that  it 
gives  a  fair  idea  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Agricultural 
Department,  you  would  say  it  is  absolutely  misleading?— Abso- 
lutely. 

5424.  Can  you  give  us  any  details  with  regard  to  the  totals  of 
revenue  shown  in  this  statement?  For  instance,  in  1902  they  show 
total  revenue  £301,015?— These  figures  are  extracted  from  the 
Report  of  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General.  The  Civil  Commis- 
sioners are  charged  with  the  collection  of  many  of  the  amounts 
entered  in  this  statement,  and  the  expenses  of  their  offices  are 
wholly  and  solely  borne  by  the  Attorney-General's  Department. 
The  Treasury  cannot  possibly  lay  claim  to  having  incurred  all  the 
expenditure  "in  collecting  Land  revenue,  which  is  performed  by  the 
Civil  Commissioners. 

5425.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.']  During  last  session  of  Parliament  a 
grant  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  making  advances  to  brandy 
farmers? — Yes. 
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542G.  Do  you  know  how  these  advances  are  made  ? — Yes.  I 
put  in  a  Circular  of  Instructions  to  Civil  Commissioners  which 
clearly  sets  forth  the  procedure  in  obtaining  an  advance.  I  should 
like  to  add  that  the  Treasury  acts  chiefly  in  conjunction  with  an 
Association  which  was  formed  at  Worcester,  consistino-  of  none 
other  )mt  a.oricultural  distillers.  The  moment  the  Association 
receives  a  quantity  of  brandy  from  any  of  the  farmers,  the  Treasury 
is  advised,  and  when  the  Civil  Commissioner  has  satisfied  himself 
that  the  l)randy  is  actually  stoi'ed,  and  is  of  tlie  proper  (|ualit>'  and 
strength,  etc.,  the  money  is  advanced  to  the  Association. 

5427.  -l/r.  Owen-Lewis.]  How  does  the  Association  lest  the 
qualitv  and  strength?— In  that  respect  we  rely  upon  our  l^xcise 
Officers,  who  are  stationed  in  those  districts  where  brandy  is  stored, 
and  in  addition  to  that,  we  have  a  periodical  inspection  of  the 
brandy  so  stored.  The  stores  are  under  the  lock  and  key  of  the 
Civil  Commissioner,  who  hands  the  key  over  to  the  Association 
whenever  it  is  wanted. 

5428.  Mr.  Ahrahamson.]  The  advance  is  at  the  rate  of  £14  a 
leaguer,  is  it  not? — Yes,  plus  £2  10s.  fustage. 

5429.  Mr.  Tod.']  Is  it  the  case  that  £37,800  had  l)een  taken  up 
on  31st  December  last? — Yes. 

5430.  Mr.  AhraJumson.]  Will  the  balance  be  required? — It  all 
depends  upon  this  year's  vintage. 

5431.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Were  the  members  of  the  Association 
elected,  or  nominated  by  the  Government? — They  formed  them- 
selves into  an  xi.ssociation.  The  Government  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  its  formation,  except  that  the  members  had  to  be 
duly  recognised  agricultural  distillers. 

5432.  Does  the  Government  hand  over  to  this  Association  £14 
a  leaguer,  and  the  Association  in  return  gives  the  Government  the 
farmer's  receipt  for  the  money,  less  insurance  incurred?  Does  the 
farmer  get  the  full  £14? — I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  that,  but  he 
gives  us  a  receipt  for  the  amount  for  which  he  is  responsible. 

5433.  Are  you  aware  whether  or  not  the  system  gives  satisfac- 
tion?— Yes,  as  far  as  I  can  see  it  gives  entire  satisfaction. 

5434.  Is  the  security  held  by  the  Government  ample? — Not  be- 
ing a  practical  wine-farmer,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say ;  but,  per- 
sonally, I  do  not  think  the  Government  will  lose  anything  at  all. 

5435.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  the  price  of  brandy  "has  advanced 
or  receded  since  this  arrangement  Avas  entered  into? — A  few  days 
ago  Mr.  Van  der  Spuy,  the  Secretary  of  the  Association,  told  liie 
thnt  ))ra,ndy  was  up  to  £17  10s.,  plus  fustage. 

5430.  That  would  ])e  £2  or  £3  of  an  advance? — Yes.  I  should 
like  to  add  that  the  Government  have  offered  facilities  to  wine- 
farmers,  who  are  not  desirous  of  joining  (his  Association,  to  store 
their  brandy  in  stores  in  various  places  where  there  are  agents  acting 
on  behalf  of  the  Government,  provided,  of  course,  the  farmer  pays 
reasonable  charges  and  iiism-ance.  We  have  had  very  few  private 
applications  in  connection  wiOi  brandy;  one  at  Prince  Albert  and 
one  at  Sutherland. 

5437.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Can  you  iel]  what  amount  there  is  out- 
standing for  loans  received  for  irrigation  pur})oses,  which  have  not 

been  advanced  to  the  farmers  in  order  to  construct  dams? Parlia- 

menl  authorised  in  all  (he  sum  of  £401,000.  In  raising  that  money 
w(!_liad  (o  pay  sonicdiing  for  it,  which  left  (he  ne('l  amount  at 
£379,000  odd.  The  Inlal  loans  issued  amoun(  io  £190,900;  (he  loans 
auihorised,  promised,  and  apjilicd  for  amoiiid  (o  t54,000,'  leaving  a 
balance  available  for  issue  of  £134.200.  '       '  ' 
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5438.  Chairman.']  Does  that  inclndo  Municipalities  ? — All  those 
that  fall  within  the  scope  of  tlui  Ii'ri<^ation  Acts.  Municipalities 
generally  come  under  the  Public  Works  Loans  Act. 

5439.  Mr.  Abraham.'fon.]  How  much  has  actually  been  advanced 
to  farmers? — I  cannot  give  you  Ihc  ])artlciilars  now,  ])ut  will  send 
in  a  statement  containing  details. 
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Charles  Edward  Tod,  ML. .4.,  examined. 

5440.  Chairman.]  What  district  do  you  live  in? — T  am  a  farmer 
in  the  Matatiele  district.  East  Griqualand. 

544L  And  a  member  of  Parliament  ? — Yes,  and  a  member  of 
this  Commission. 

5442.  Would  you  care  to  make  a  statement  to  the  Commission? 
— Yes,  I  will  try  to  give  you  evidence  of  what  I  feel  in  regard  to 
the  position  of  farming  in  our  district,  and  I  shall  only  speak  of 
matters  alTecting  our  district.  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  have  had 
other  evidence  given  to  you  from  other  districts  of  the  Colony,  so 
that  even  where  there  are  subjects  on  which  I  have  some  know- 
ledge of  other  parts  of  the  Colony,  it  will  be  advisable  for  me  to  con- 
line  myself  strictly  to  my  own  district.  I  should  just  like  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  the  fact  that  the  Transkei — the 
district  which  I  am  now  going  to  give  evidence  in  connection  with 
—according  to  the  census  returns  the  cattle  in  that  dis- 
trict amount  to  655,178,  the  total  cattle  for  the  whole  of  the 
Colony  is  1,953,126.  Therefore  the  Transkei  has  one-third  of  the 
whole  of  the  cattle  of  the  Cape  Colony.  My  point  in  impressing, 
this  on  the  Commission  is  that  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  more 
particularly  to  the  great  possibilities  of  the  dairy  industry  in  my 
district  through  the  number  of  cattle  we  have  there,  as  a  very  dis- 
tinct bearing  on  the  question.  Now,  first  in  regard  to  the  suggested 
Boards  as  outlined  in  the  Government  scheme  in  the  suggestions 
made  to  this  Commission.  I  have  had  many  opportunities  in  my 
district  of  conferring  with  the  farmers,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  a  single  farmer  expressing  approval  of  the  scheme  as  suggested 
in  the  instructions  to  this  Commission. 

5443.  Did  you  hold  public  meetings? — No, we  have  had  no  public 
meetings. 

5444.  It  is  only  where  you  have  met  individual  farmers? — That 
is  so.  I  think  that  it  w^ould  not  have  been  amiss  on  the  part  of  this 
Commission  had  they  asked  public  meetings  to  be  hold  for  the  far- 
mers to  express  their  views. 

5445.  Why  did  you  not  do  so?— I  as  an  individual  have  no  right 
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to  usurp  the  functions  of  the  Commission.  After  all,  hearsay 
evidence  is  not  sound  in  principle.  I  would  also  draw  the  Commis- 
sion's attention  to  the  fact  that  the  only  evidence  which  you  have 
called  for  from  our  important  portion  of  the  Colony  is  that  of  the 
two  Parliamentary  representatives,  Mr.  Zietsman  and  myself.  Now, 
in  considering  the  matter  of  the  Boards.  The  diflficulty  we  feel  is 
this,  that  such  a  Board  as  is  suggested  could  after  all  only  be  an 
Advisory  Board.  Now,  as  far  as  our  part  of  the  countrj^  is  con- 
cerned, we  have  had  Farmers'  Associations  and  Farmers'  Con- 
gresses for  many  years  past. 

5446.  Mr.  Owen-Lewis.]  Were  they  represented  at  the  last  Far- 
mers' Congress  at  Graham's  Town? — They  were  not  invited  to  be 
represented.  That  is  one  of  the  unfortunate  features  of  the  Colonial 
life  that  we  do  not  co-operate  in  the  way  we  should. 

5447.  You  are  not  affiliated  with  the  Farmers'  Associations  in 
the  Colony  ?— No. 

5448.  Is  yours  a  special  organisation  for  East  Griqualand  ? — Yes, 
all  the  Farmers'  Associations  for  East  Griqualand  are  represented 
at  a  Congress,  which  is  held  at  Kokstad.  Now  we  feel  that  if  the 
Government  desire  to  get  any  advice  from  the  farming  population 
of  our  district  there  are  no  better  or  safer  means  to  be  devised  of 
getting  that  information  than  through  the  existing  organisation  of 
the  Farmers'  Congress. 

5449.  Mr.  Abrahamson.']  Have  you  ever  submitted  a  report  of 
your  Congress  to  Government  ? — Yes,  always  a  printed  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  our  Congress  has  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 
been  regularly  sent  to  the  Government.  The  principal  disability 
under  which  agriculture  suffers  in  our  part  of  the  country  is  the 
want  of  railway  communication.  With  railway  communication  in 
(he  countiy  it  will  be  possible  to  establish  butter  factories  and 
cheese  factories  throughout  East  Griqualand,  and  I  do  not 
think  I  am  overstating  the  case  when  I  say  that  if  the  natural  ad- 
vantages are  made  use  of,  that  country  alone  could  supply  the 
whole  of  the  dairy  produce  required  for  the  whole  of  the  Cape  Col- 
ony. What  we  would  suggest  is  that  the  Government  should  offer 
a  bonus  for  the  successful  establishment  of  creameries  or  cheese 
factories  throughout  the  Colony,  somewhat  on  the  method  or  the 
lines  that  proved  so  successful  in  the  Austalian  Colonies.  I  would 
just  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  a  very  unfor- 
tunate mistake  that  was  made  in  connection  with  the  duty  on 
cheese  in  the  framing  of  the  last  Customs  Convention, which  presses 
very  heavily  indeed  on  the  people  in  our  part  of  the  country. 
Owing  to  the  great  distances  from  the  railway  you  will  readily 
understand  that  it  is  out  of  the  question  for  us  at  present  to  make 
butter  to  send  to  a  market;  })ut  it  is  possible  to  make  cheese,  be- 
cause cheese  can  be  conveyed  long  distances  by  wagon  without 
any  deterioration  of  the  quality  of  the  cheese,  and  the  rate  of  trans- 
port would  be  from  ^d.  to  |d.  per  lb.,  to  convey  that  cheese  to  the 
nearest  railway  terminus  at  present.  Under  the  old  Convention 
there  was  a  protective  duty  of  2d.  per  lb.  on  cheese;  but  under  the 
present  Convention  cheese  comes  under  the  ad  valorem  rate,  which 
works  out  at  something  under  ^d.  per  lb.  Now  you  see  that  that 
intlicted  a  very  great  hardship  on  the  people  in  the  back  parts  of 
the  country.  Butter  is  protected  to  the  extent  of  2d.  on  the  lb.,  and, 
of  course,  the  people  who  could  avail  themselves  of  the  butter  in- 
dustry are  those  people  wlio  are  in  the  fortunate  position  of  being 
near  a  railway.      From  our  point  of  view  we  consider  that  some 
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special  consideration  should  have  been  shown  to  those  people  in 
back  parts  of  the  country  where  butter-making  was  out  of  their 
power.  Therefore  we  consider  that  it  is  imperative  that  the  old 
duty  of  2d.  per  lb.  on  cheese  should  be  re-imposed.  The  same  prin- 
ciple which  I  have  advocated — that  is,  a  bonus  for  the  establish- 
ment of  butter  and  cheese  factories — should  be  extended  to  l)acon 
factories.  We  consider  that  the  Agricultural  Department  of  the 
Cape  Colony  requires  complete  re-organising.  We,  in  East  Griqua- 
land,  receive  no  benefit  whatever  from  the  existence  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Department,  with  the  exception  of  having  a  Veterinary  Sur- 
geon stationed  in  the  district,  and  as  the  whole  of  the  Transkei 
covers  a  very  great  extent  of  country,  and  is  a  big  proi)ortion  of 
the  Colony  as  a  whole,  the  Commission  will  readily  understand, 
that  though  we  have  found  the  services  of  the  Veterinary  Surgeon 
very  valuable,  that  owing  to  the  immense  size  of  the  district,  it  is 
impossible  that  the  people  can  all  receive  that  benefit  which  they 
would  like.  We  would  like  to  see  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
run  something  on  the  lines  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in 
the  Australian  Colonies.  It  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  the 
head  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  perhaps  even  the  Minister 
for  Agriculture  himself,  should  periodically  visit  the  difierent 
parts  of  the  Colony  and  keep  himself  and  the  Government  posted 
up  with  the  conditions  prevailing  in  those  districts.  In  East  Gri- 
qualand  cattle  farming,  of  course,  is  a  considerable  fetature  of  the 
agricultural  industry,  and  until  the  time  arrived  when  the  Cold 
Storage  Companies  got  such  a  hold  of  the  trade  of  the  country  in 
meat,  we  were  able  to  do  a  lucrative  business  in  selling  slaughter 
stock.  Since  the  establishment  of  Cold  Storage  Companies  and 
the  ring,  and  more  particularly  since  the  special  duty  of  2d.  a  lb. 
oil  meat  was  taken  off,  that  lucrative  business  in  slaughter  stock 
has  almost  entirely  ceased.  We  strongly  advocate  the  re-imposi- 
tion of  that  special  duty  of  2d.  a  lb.  on  meat.  We  feel  that  it  will 
be  the  strongest  lever  that  we  can  use  against  the  Cold  Storage  ring, 
in  so  far  as  it  will  make  the  first  cost  on  imported  meat  higher  than 
it  is  at  present  To  make  my  meaning  clear  I  would  point  out  that 
1  understand  the  Cold  Storage  ring  can  import  meat  to-day  at  a 
cost  of  about  3d.  per  lb.  Therefore  it  puts  them  in  a  very  powerful 
position  to  crush  out  any  small  man  wishing  to  start  to  deal  solely 
in  the  Colonial  article.  We  know  that  it  has  been  urged  that  owing 
to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  cattle  in  the  Colony  as  a  whole, 
though  I  believe  the  contrary  holds  good  in  our  particular  case^ — 
our  cattle  have  increased — that  it  is  inadvisable  to  re-impose  the 
duty  until  such  time  as  we  have  sufficient  cattle  and  sheep  again 
in  the  country.  We  believe  that  the  surest  way  and  the  quickest 
way  to  get  the  number  of  cattle  increased  is  to  put  this  duty  on. 
That  when  we  have  excessive  cattle  in  the  Colony  again,  as  we  used 
to  have,  it  will  be  not  at  all  necessary  then  to  put  a  duty  on  meat. 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  remind  the  members  of  this  Com- 
mission that  at  one  time  meat  was  sold  by  farmers  in  this  country 
at  a  good  deal  lower  price  than  the  Cold  Storage  people  can  now 
import  the  foreign  article.  We  think  also  that  the  Government 
might  take  into  consideration  the  advisability  of  arranging  an  in- 
surance fund  against  the  destruction  of  crops  by  hail.  If  such  a 
fund  were  established  and  the  agricultural  farmers,  by  payment 
of  an  annual  premium  could  effect  an  insurance  on  their  crops,  it 
w  ould  give  a  great  impetus  to  and  enormously  increase  the  produc- 
tion, and  I  believe  such  a  scheme  can  be  arranged  without  in  the 
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end  liialving  any  call  on  the  public  revenue,  that  is,  that  the  lund 
C(Aild  be  made  "self-supporting.  Now  in  regard  to  the  technical  or 
educational  assistance  which  the  farmers  might  receive  from  the 
Government.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  technical  heads  to  travel 
through  the  various  districts  of  the  Colony  and  give  advice  to  the 
fanners  wherever  such  advice  is  required.  The  farmers  in  our  dis- 
tiict  are  only  too  anxious  to  get  hold  of  good  methods  either  in 
regard  to  their  agriculture  or  their  stock.  Nothing  fiirther  occurs 
to  me  at  the  moment,  but  T  am  [)re])ared  to  answer  any  questions 
which  may  be  put  to  me  by  the  members  of  the  Commission. 

5450.  71/r.  Abrahamson.']  You,  I  think,  stated  that  you  thiidv  it 
v.ould  be  most  advisable  that  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  and  the 
technical  heads  should  travel  about  the  country  in  order  to  give 
advice  to  farmers? — Yes,  very  decidedly. 

5451.  I  sup])ose  that  you  will  admit  that  in  many  instances 
tochnical  advisers  can  receive  instructions  and  advice  from  practi- 
cal farmers? — Only  in  regard  to  local  conditions. 

5152.  Do  not  you  think,  therefore,  it  would  be  a  good  thing  that 
in  addition  to  your  Farmers'  Associations  throughout  the  country 
that  you  should  have  an  official  body  elected  by  the  farmers  under 
Act  of  Parliament  to  be  a  body  to  whom  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment or  the  heads  of  the  technical  branches  might  turn  for  advice 
when  required,  or  to  give  advice  on  their  own  initiative  when  they 
thought  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  country? — I  daresay  such 
a  Board  might  be  of  value  if  it  were  possible  to  give  it  ])owers  and 
funds  to  administer,  Init  in  the  absence  of  either  funds  or  powers 
I  fail  to  see  how  such  a  Board  could  give  more  advice  than  the  pre- 
sent Farmers'  Congress. 

5453.  Do  not  you  think  such  a  Board,  if  created,  would  meet 
periodically  under  the  chainuanship  of  the  Minister  for  Agricul- 
ture in  order  to  discuss  matters  laid  before  them  by  the  Department 
or  matters  laid  by  the  Advisory  Board  Ijefore  Government '. — Do  I 
understand  you  to  mean  that  tlie  vote  of  the  majority  of  that  Board 
woidd  be  binding  on  the  Minister  or  the  Government? 

5454.  No,  because  that  would  be  taking  away  the  responsibility 
of  the  Minister  and  it  is  not  suggested? — You  have  another  dilS- 
cidty  which  is  this,  that  you  will  get  nothing  a[)proaching  unani- 
mity on  such  a  Board,  'lake  the  question  of  the  Scab  Act.  Sup- 
posing that  to-morrow  Ave  had  this  Board  appointed  and  that  the 
delegates  from  various  |)avts  of  the  Colony  met  the  Minister  for 
Agriculture,  what  do  you  think  would  be  the  result? 

5455.  Coming  to  a  concrete  case.  Do  you  find  that  resolutions 
are  jiasscd  l)y  your  Farmers'  (\)ngress  by  a  majority  of  ])eople  who 
vote  for  such  resolutions  and  these  resolutions  are  scMit  u])  as  the 
o])inions  of  the  farmers  of  the  country? — I  should  not  b(>  in  favour 
of  such  a  Board.  I  feel  that  nothing  should  I)e  done  to  It^ssen  the 
responsil)ility  of  the  head  of  the  Department. 

5456.  But  you  said  that  you  would  be  in  favour  of  such  a  Board 
if  you  gave  them  funds? — No,  T  did  not.  I  consider  that  the  Minis- 
ter for  Agriculture  should  lie  responsible  to  rarliaiuent,  and  it 
should  be  his  Itusiness  to  make  himself  thoroughly  ac(|uainted 
with  the  conditions  prevailing  throughout  (he  whole  of  the  Colony. 
Having  done  that  he  should  then  have  the  courage  of  his  convic- 
tions to  fornuilale  and  carr\-  out  a  ]iolicy. 

5457.  How  should  he  gain  this  knowledge  ? — By  inviting  the 
various  Farmers'  Congresses  in  th(>  Colony  lo  meet  him  ])urely  in  a 
consultative  and  advisorv  manner. 
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5458.  T  Ihink  vvc  are  only  (lifferiiij^'  in  dciajl  uiid  not  in  prin- 
ciple, only  we  want  to  get  the  concentrated  essence  of  all  tint  wis- 
dom of  the  farmers  in  the  country  to  be  at  the  beck  and  call  of  Gov- 
ernment, to  advise  them  and  consult  with  Ihem  on  auricull  iiral 
niatters? — 1  tell  you  that  such  a  Board  would  be  sailing  under  false 
colours.  You  suggest  it  should  have  official  power  and  yet  it  has 
n<;  j)ower.  If  it  has  that  power  1  very  much  doubt  if  farmers  in 
this  country  are  prepared  to  lei  such  a  Board  legislate  for  them.  1. 
do  not  say  anything  about  what  view  Parliament  will  take  of  the 
matter. 

5459.  1  never  said  we  intended  to  give  the  Board  legislative 
powers.  We  do  not  intend  that? — ^Then  I  do  not  see  wdiere  you  are 
gaining  anything  further  than  you  have  at  the  present  time. 

5460.  Do  not  you  think  it  is  a  good  thing  that  we  should  have 
technical  advisers  attached  to  the  Agricultural  Departments- 
Yes,  it  is  an  absolute  necessity. 

5461.  Why  do  you  object  to  practical  farmers'? — Where  is  the 
distinction? 

5462.  The  technical  advisers  are  scientific,  professional  men. 
The  practical  farmers,  I  take  it,  are  men  who  have  a  knowledge  of 
the  local  conditions  antl  the  farming  of  the  covuitry.  That  is  the 
difference? — I  have  said  already  I  do  not  see  where  the  value  of 
such  a  Board  would  come  in. 

546o.  Mr.  Rvbidrje.]  You  heard  the  evidence  given  yesterday 
with  regard  to  Colonial  industries? — Yes. 

5464.  Do  not  you  remember  that  in  that  evidence  it  was  clearly 
stated  by  Mr.  Reid  that  he  was  certain  that  if  they  had  this  Board 
for  the  industries  of  the  country  just  the  same  as  we  want  this 
Board  for  the  farmers,  that  we  would  not  have  had  the  present  Cus- 
tcms  Convention? — Yes,  but  that  is  an  expression  of  opinion  only 
on  the  part  of  the  witness.  We  do  not  know  if  that  Board  had 
existed  they  would  have  been  a))le  to  alter  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  certainly  think  it  would  have  been  a  very  good  thing  for 
these  industries  if  at  the  time  that  Convention  was  on  the  boards 
they  had  made  their  wants  known  to  the  Government,  and  it  seems 
to  me  these  gentlemen  were  neglecting  their  own  interests  in  not 
having  done  so.  You  cannot  accuse  the  farming  community  of 
that,  because  they  always  made  their  wants  known;  but  Govern- 
ment policy  took  little  notice  of  their  requests. 

5465.  You  said  you  were  still  prepared  to  leave  these  matters 
in  the  hands  of  the  Farmers'  Associations? — I  say  as  far  as  the  Gov- 
ernment want  any  advice  in  regard  to  the  feeling  of  the  farmers  in 
any  one  district  it  is  a  very  simple  matter  under  existing  conditions 
to  get  that  advice. 

"  5466.  From  whom '. — From  the  Farmers'  iissociation  and  Con- 
gress in  the  districts  concerned. 

5467.  That  is  where  there  are  Farmers'  Associations,  but  where 
there  are  not,  must  they  go  unheard  ? — My  contention  is  this,  that  if 
farmers  throughoiit  the  country  find  that  the  Government  really 
does  consult  Farmers'  Associations  for  advice  they  would  be  just 
as  ready  to  form  Farmers'  Associations  as  they  will  be  to  fall  into 
line  with  the  suggested  Board. 

5468.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  very  fact  of  the  Government 
apathy  now  with  "regard  to  farming  has  been  the  cause  of  such 
Farmers'  Associations  not  having  been  formed  before  ?  Their 
representations  to  Government  have  not  carried  weight? — I  grant 
you  that  is  so;  but  if  you  can  give  us  tiny  assurance  that  the  Gov- 
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ernment  are  going  to  take  the  advice  of  such  a  Board  as  you  suggest, 
^^hile  in  the  past  we  know  that  they  iiave  ignored  the  advice  of  the 
Farmers'  Associations  and  the  Farmers'  Congress,  then  tlie  matter 
is  worthy  of  consideration;  but  I  maintain  the  Government  cannot 
give  that  assurance.  The  Government  cannot  give  us  the  assu- 
rance that  they  are  prepared  to  follow  the  advice  of  a  local  Board 
or  Committee  any  more  than  they  are  prepared  to  give  us  an 
assurance  that  they  can  follow  the  advice  of  the  Farmers'  Congress 
or  Association. 

5469.  In  the  past  Government  has  not  done  anything  to  recog- 
nise the  Farmers'  Associations,  now  they  give  us  the  opportunity 
of  forming  such  Boards? — To  give  you  a  concrete  case,  the  farmers 
in  the  Cape  Colony,  Natal,  and  the  Orange  River  Colony  have  re- 
peatedly asked  for  this  2d.  a  lb.  duty  on  meat  to  be  put  on,  but  Gov- 
ernment has  not  followed  the  advice  tendered  to  them  on  that 
point. 

5470.  You  do  not  think  there  will  be  any  awakening  of  the  far- 
mers through  the  suggested  Local  Boards  and  Commntees  i — No, 
I  do  not. 

5471.  Mr.  Blaine.]  How  long  have  you  been  farming? — Fifteen 
years. 

5472.  Do  you  remember  the  price  obtained  for  stock  by  farmers 
before  this  duty  was  taken  ofT? — Yes. 

5473.  How  do  they  compare  with  present  prices  of  stock? — The 
unfortunate  part  of  the  position  to-day  is  that  you  cannot  get  a 
regular  market.  We  do  not  complain  of  the  price  so  much  as  the 
absence  of  a  market. 

5474.  What  is  the  present  price  ?— To-day  when  you  can  effect 
a  sale,  the  price  has  been  about  £2  per  100  lbs. ;  but  as  I  have 
already  said  it  is  not  so  much  the  price,  it  is  the  irregular  market ; 
one  is  afraid  to  launch  out  and  fatten  stock  because  there  is  not  a 
regular  market. 

5475.  How  with  regard  to  the  price  of  sheep? — That  has  been 
satisfactory  all  through. 

5476.  Have  you  ever  sold  sheep  before  the  reduction  of  the  Cold 
Storage  duty? — Yes,  before  and  after. 

5477.  What  price  did  you  get  then? — The  prices  are  much 
about  the  same  in  regard  to  slaughter  sheep,  but  I  would  point  this 
out,  that  since  the  war  there  has  been  a  great  demand  for  breeding 
sheep  from  the  Orange'River  Colony,  and  I  daresay  we  have  sent 
out  thousands  and  thousands  of  sheep  from  East  Griqualand, 
which  has  maintained  the  price  of  sheep  at  a  good  high  level  right 
through. 

5478.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  dift'erence  now  in  the  weight 
of  slaughter  shee[)  at  this  time  and  Ihe  weight  at  that  time  l)efore 
the  establishment  of  Cold  Storage  Companies,  and  while  the  duty 
on  meat  was  in  existence? — I  think  there  is  a  tendency  for  the 
sheep  to  be  lighter.  That  is,  they  are  killing  them  at  m  younger 
age.  The  weight  is  taken  into  consideration  in  determining  the 
price.  For  instance,  you  do  not  sell  a  60-lb.  hamel  at  the  same 
])rice  as  ;i  40-lb.  one. 

5479.  Have  you  read  the  leports  of  sales  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  ?^ — The  prices  in  other  ]iarts  of  the  country  are  much  above 
our  standard. 

54b().  To  a  certain  extent  that  is  due  to  your  situation^ — Ye& 
our  isolation  has  something  to  do  with  it. 

5481.  Do  you  think  that  the  re-impositioii  of  tlie  duty  of  2d.  pi 
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lb.  on  meal  would  enable  the  farmers  to  compete  Buccessfully 
against  Cold  Storage  Companies  ^— It  will  enable  the  small  local 
butcher  to  start  again  and  become  the  buyer  from  the  farmer.  At 
tho  iiresent  moment  he  is  almost  extinct. 

5482.  How  is  he  excluded? — He  has  been  crushed  out  by  Cold 
Storage. 

5483.  Then  you  think  if  you  re-impose  the  duty  of  2d.  per  lb. 
there  would  not  be  that  margin  in  the  i)rice  of  imported  meat  which 
would  enable  the  Cold  Storage  Companies  still  to  crush  out  local 
meat?-^I  think  with  the  re-imposition  of  the  duty  it  will  become 
very  difficvdt  indeed  for  the  Cold  Storage  ring  to  stH.rve  out  all  these 
small  men  who  would  probably  start  again. 

5484.  Have  you  any  other  scheme  for  protecting  the  farmers 
against  Cold  Storage  Comi)anies  other  than  the  imposition  of  the 
duty? — No,  but  it  is  possible,  it  may  yet  be  necessary  to  legislate  in 
connection  with  the  monopoly. 

5485.  Really  then  the  whole  thing  is  the  Cold  Storage  mono- 
poly ? — That  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  thing. 

5486.  I  think  you  said  that  you  thought  the  Colony,  as  soon  as 
it  was  re-stocked,  would  be  in  a  position  to  sell  stock  as  cheaply  as 
it  used  to  do  before  ?—^Yes,  I  see  no  earthly  reason  to  prevent  this 
Colony  supplying  the  whole  of  the  meat  required  at  a  moderate 
price  to  a  population  ten  times  greater  than  the  existing  one. 

5487.  What  w^ould  be  the  result  of  the  re-imposition  of  the  2d. 
a  lb.  duty  on  meat  to  the  consumer? — That  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  give  any  evidence  on;  but  judging  from  the  fact  that  the  taking 
off  of  the  duty  did  not  cheapen  the  price  of  meat  to  the  consumer 
it  is  not  unreasonable  to  think  that  the  jjutting  on  of  it  again  will 
not  raise  it.  At  any  rate  if  you  have  the  small  man  coming  into 
the  field  and  supplying  the  public  with  the  Colonial  article,  that 
is  where  you  will  gain  by  the  re-imposition  of  the  duty. 

5488.  In  how  many  districts  are  Farmers'  Associations  in 
existence  at  the  present  time  ?  How  many  districts,  for  instance, 
are  represented  at  the  Annual  Conference? — Every  district  in  East 
Griqualand  is  represented  at  the  Congress  there;  as  to  the  rest  of 
the  Colony,  J  am  not  able  to  give  any  reliable  information. 

5489.  The  evidence  you  give  concerns  particularly  the  Trans- 
kei  ? — Yes. 

5490.  Do  you  find  that  among  members  of  the  Afrikander 
Bond  that  there  is  considerable  suspicion  of  Farmers'  Associations 
being  party  political  organisations? — We  do  not  find  that  there  is 
any  difficulty  between  the  Dutch  and  English  in  our  ])art  of  the 
country.  Tliey  are  all  members  of  the  same  Associations,  and  we 
have  no  branch  of  the  Afrikander  Bond. 

5491.  And  you  have  no  knowledge  of  Associations  in  other 
j)arts  of  the  country? — No. 

5492.  Chairman.']  If  the  duty  of  2d.  per  II).  ifs  re-imposed,  and 
tJit  Cold  St<n-age  Comjjany  should  raise  the  price  of  the  imported 
article,  do  you  think  the  farmer  will  sell  his  stock  at  an  increased 
rate  in  proportion; — I  think  the  farmer  will  take  as  much  as  he 
can  get  like  any  other  man.  What  I  say  is  that  if  you  can  supply 
a  regular  market,  ])eople  will  lay  themselves  out  to  supply  the 
article  for  it. 

5493.  Mr.  Owen- Lew  is.]  I  take  it  the  whole  of  your  evidence 
comes  to  this,  that  you  consider  that  this  Commission  should  deal 
with  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  Colony? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that.     I  \\ould  he  glad  if  they  could ;  but  the  trend  of  my  evidence 
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is  lliis,  it  is  to  show  the  disabilities  under  which  agriculture  in  this 
Colony  is  suffering. 

5494.  Your  opinion  is  that  the  remedy  for  [hat  is  a  reform  in 
the  fiscal  policy? — That  is,  partly.  Railway  communication  first, 
fiscal  policy  afterwards,  and  Agricultural  I)e])artment  thirdly. 

5495.  Do  you  contend  that  this  Commission  should  deal  with 
the  fiscal  policy  ? — As  I  understood  the  remarks  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter at  Graham's  Town  it  is  in  the  province  of  this  Commission  to 
make  any  recommendation  it  sees  fit,  either  fiscal  or  otherwise. 

5496.  You  brought  forward  a  motion  in  Parliament  last 
Session  which  advocated  the  appointment  of  a  Commission  which 
should  deal  with  fiscal  policy.' — No,  I  moved  that  a  Commission 
shculd  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  whole  question  of  agricul- 
ture without  specifying  any  particular  line. 

5497.  That  motion  was  defeated  '. — Yes,  on  the  score  of  economy 
and  also  on  representation  fn^n  the  Ministerial  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment that  if  Parliament  left  the  matter  with  him  he  would  intro- 
duce a  scheme  that  would  satisfy  the  country. 

5498.  On  the  strength  of  that  vote  you  think  this  Commission 
should  go  ahead  and  (leal  with  thi-;  (piestion? — On  the  strength  of 
that  vote  I  think  it  was  bad  policy  holding  this  Conunission  at  all. 

5499.  You  think  this  Commission  should  not  have  been  ap- 
[lointed? — I  do. 

5500.  Will  you  exjilain  how  you  reconcile  that  with  the  fact  of 
your  accepting  a  seat  on  the  Commission? — Yes,  I  accepted  the  seat 
on  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Fuller,  by  wire,  i  did  not  understand  the 
]josition.  T  saw  at  once  that  it  was  a  great  mistake,  and  that 
perhaps  we  were  i)rejudicing  the  agricultural  cause  wdth  Parlia- 
ment. Mind  you,  I  had  no  information  as  to  the  scope  of  the  Com- 
mission; but  I  concluded  that  Governmfut  had  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  matter  had  l)ecome  so  urgent  and  that  it  was  neces- 
feary  to  ])ring  a  concrete  scheme  before  Parliament  at  the  ensuing 
session — that  on  the  ])lea  of  urgency  they  determined  to  call  the 
Ccmmission;  therefore  I  accepted  the  seat,  but  had  I  known  that 
it  was  only  to  discuss  the  appointment  of  these  Boards,  and  not  to 
brine  w])  a  concrete  scheme  for  the  ensuing  session  of  Parliament 
I  sliould  not  have  done  so.  I  think  had  the  circumstances  been 
such  as  I  have  suggested  they  might  have  been,  the  Government 
could  very  well  have  gone  to  Parliament  and  ex]ilained  the  circum- 
stances, that  the  matter  had  gone  from  bad  to  worse,  and  that  Gov- 
ernment had  taken  tlie  responsibility  of  appointing  this  Commis- 
sion against  the  tx])ressed  Vole  of  Parlianuait,  and  Parliament 
would  no  doubt  have  confirmed  their  action  in  doing  it;  but  the 
plea  of  urgency  seems  to  me  to  have  been  taken  away. 

5501.  You  received  a  copy  of  the  instructions  issued  Ijy  (he 
I'rime  Minister? — No. 

5502.  When  did  you  first  hear  of  Iliis  document  which  was 
issued  to  members  of  this  Commission? — 1  saw  it  in  the  "  tjlt)vern- 
ment  Gazette"  about  fourteen  days  after  I  accepted  the  seat. 

5503.  You  saw  then  what  the  scope  of  the  Commission  woukl 
be? — I  saw  then  tliat  ilu'  Commission  could  bring  up  any  otlier 
scheme  they  likiul.  I  woidd  \M\n[  out  that  the  explanation  given 
by  the  Prime  Minister  in  his  s])eech  at  Graham's  Town  puts  quite  a. 

different  constructi ii   it.     I   sliould  say  llial   tiie  words  "or  on 

such  other  lines  as  the  Commission  may  (h'cm  advisable,"  whicii 
aiti)ear  in  tlie  Letter  of  Instruction  issut'd  to  the  Commission,  give 
you  an  open  line  to  lal^e. 
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])r()vince  of  this  Coiuniissioii  lo  say  Ilial  I  he  whole  of  (lie  scheme 
submitted  is  unwor liable. 

5505.  Yes,  but  my  conteiilion  is  we  eamiol  l;()  and  deal  wilh  ihe 
fiscal  ])olicy  of  tfie  Colony? — We  are  lujt  allowed  to  deal  with  thai, 
but  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  show  what  disal)ilifies  agriculture  is 
under  in  the  country. 

550(i.  You  say  you  have  read  this  Memorandum  of  Instructions 
through,  and  that  you  have  talked  it  oxer  with  the  f;irn)ei's  in  your 
district  ?— With  some  of  them. 

5507.  You  luive   talked  it  o\-er  with   a   certain    number  of  far 
mers? — Yes. 

5508.  And  you  have  not  found  oiu'  wJio  agrees  with  it? — Not 
H8  outlined  in  the  Memorandum, 

5500.  One  of  the  objections  tlu^y  had  was  that  the  Board  should 
have  no  actual  powers  Init  be  merely  an  Advisory  Board  ;~ They 
objected  to  the  whole  scheme. 

5510.  I  understood  that  in  youi'  evidence  you  said  the  Board 
could  only  be  an  Atlvisory  Board,  and  that,  therefore,  you  objectetl 
to  it? — I  said  that  for  that  reason  you  could  get  any  advice  you 
wanted  from  ]iresent  existing  organisations. 

5511.  Your  contention  was  that  farmers  in  your  district  may 
have  objected  to  the  Board  because  it  was  taking  away  the  respon- 
sibility of  (he  Minister? — My  contention  is  (hat  an  Advisory  Board 
is  very  gootl  in  its  way,  but  you  can  get  that  advic(^  now. 

5512.  What  you  stilted  was  that  this  could  only  be  an  Advisory 
Board,  and  c(udd  have  no  real  powers? — According  to  (he  scheme 
outlined  here  they  would  have  very  consideral)le  powers.  They 
are  to  have  sums  of  money  voted  to  them,  to  have  taxes  ])ut  on  the 
country,  and  have  the  mani[)ulation  of  these  funds. 

5513.  This  was  all  you  had  before  you  when  you  wert'  discuss- 
ing the  matter  with  the  farmers  in  your  district? — Yes,  then  the 
scheme  was  condemned  in  toto,  bearing  in  nnnd,  of  course,  that  oiie 
l^art  of  the  scheme  had  to  go  with  the  other. 

5514.  They  objected 'to  it  in  toto''. — Yes. 

5515.  In  the  Memorandum  the  Government  j)ropose  many  sub- 
departments  in  addition.  There  is,  for  instance,  the  Agricultural 
Organisation  Branch.  The  functions  of  such  a  branch  to  be  to 
organise  the  producers  of  the  soil  by  means  of  the  establishment  of 
Co-operative  Associations  and  Credit  Banks,  on  similar  lines  to 
those  in  vogue  in  other  agricultural  countries;  but  you  say  the 
people  of  Griqualaud  East  object  to  that? — I  did  not  go  into  detail 
with  th(^  people  there,  and  I  think  the  Commission  is  veiy  much  at 
fault  in  not  taking  the  evidence  of  East  Ciritfualand  farmers. 

5516.  You  did  not  submit  this  i)art  of  the  Memorandum  to 
them? — No. 

5517.  You  say  you  voice  the  views  of  all  the  farmers  in  your 
district  whom  you  have  seen? — The  few  I  have  seen. 

5518.  And  "that  they  disapprove  of  the  scheme  in  total — They 
say  that  the  way  you  can  help  agriculture  is  on  the  lines  I  have 
suggested  in  my  evidence. 

5519.  We  may  take  it  you  did  not  sul)niit  (his  scheme  to  tin- 
people  in  detail? — No. 

5520.  You  object  to  the  Board  because  it  woidd  lessen  the 
responsibility  of  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  ? — Yes,  I  personally 
object  to  the  Board  altogether,  constituted  as  it  is. 

5521.  Because  it  would  lessen  the  responsibility  of  the  Minister? 


524 

— For  hundreds  of  reasons.  The  whole  thing  is  unworkable.  One 
reason  is  that  I  personally  do  not  want  to  see  the  responsibility  of 
the  head  of  the  Department  lessened. 

5522.  Are  there  any  other  reasons? — Yes,  many  others.  This 
Board  of  Agriculture  is  to  consist  of  nine  members  nominated  by 
the  Government,  and  eighteen  memliers  elected  by  the  Council  of 
Agriculture.  Well,  I  contend  that  we  have  no  machinery  in  this 
Colony  to  begin  with  to  elect  such  a  Board  and  such  a  Council. 

5523.  Would  you  object  to  the  formation  of  these  bodies,  even 
if  we  had  the  machinery? — Yes,  even  if  we  had  the  machinery.  In 
considering  this  Board  you  have  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  Board 
is  part  of  the  business  which  is  to  raise  taxation  and  administer 
funds.  That  is  mentioned  as  part  of  the  duties  of  this  Board,  and 
I  think  the  funds  of  the  country  should  be  administered  by  Govern- 
ment direct. 

5524.  You  would  object  to  a  Board  of  practical  farmers  being 
lu'ought  into  existence  to  do  the  work  which  at  the  present  time  is 
done  by  the  heads  of  tlie  Agricultural  Department? — Yes,  I  would. 

5525.  You  think  the  existing  heads  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment are  better  qualified  to  deal  with  agriculture  than  a  Board 
such  as  suggested  would  be? — I  do  not  say  the  existing  heads;  but 
I  say  if  we  go  on  the  lines  adopted  in  the  Australian  Colonies. 

5526.  Do  you  know  what  they  are  in  New  South  Wales?  Have 
they  any  Stock  Boards  there? — Yes;  but  I  object  to  give  evidence 
with  regard  to  the  Australian  Colonies,  because  you  have  had  gen- 
tlemen here  who  have  later  information  than  I. 

5527.  Y^ou  said  you  believe  in  running  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment on  the  lines  they  did  in  the  Australian  Colonies.  We  had 
the  evidence  of  a  gentleman  who  represents  New  South  Wales,  and 
he  gave  us  a  sketch  of  how  they  ran  their  Department  there.  He 
told  the  Commission  they  had  Stock  Boards  all  over  the  country 
who  represent  the  stock  farmers ;  that  these  Boards  were  elected  by 
the  stock-farmers;  that  Government  looked  to  them  for  advice; 
that  once  a  year  they  held  a  Congress  of  these  Boards,  and  this  gen- 
tleman said  as  far  as  he  knew  this  Colony  he  approved  of  the  sug- 
gestions put  forward  by  us,  and  he  thought  they  were  very  much 
on  the  lines  they  had  in  New  South  Wales  ?— that  is  something 
more  or  less  recent  in  the  Australian  Colonies.  Did  he  say  how 
thev  were  elected? 

5528.  Yes,  by  stock-farmers? — Not  by  agricultural  farmers? 

5529.  No?— Were  they  paid? 

5530.  I  think  only  their  expenses  are  paid.  Would  you  be  op- 
posed to  the  establishment  of  an  Irrigation  Board  in  each  Fiscal 
Division  of  the  Colony  to  advise  the  Government  on  all  questions 
where  it  was  proposed  that  State  assistance  should  be  given  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  irrigation  works? — If  the  Boards  are  not 
going  to  be  paid,  and  if  the  decisions  of  such  Boards  are  not  going 
to  be  final  they  could  jlo  no  harm  if  they  do  no  good.  But  if  you 
art;  going  to  pay  those  Boards,  and  if  their  decisions  are  going  to  be 
against  the  opinions  of  technical  oflicers  of  the  Government,  then  I 
foresee  great  objection. 

5531.  But  assuming  the  functions  of  these  Local  Boards  were 
to  he  advisory,  that  (hgy  were  not  to  be  paid,  that  they  were  to  be 
elected  by  the  farmers,  and  that  their  duty  shoidd  1)e  to  advise  the 
Government  on  all  questions  aifecling  State  money  being  used  in 
their  (listricts  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  out  reproductive  works, 
would  you  oppose  the  appointment  of  such  Boards?     If  (he  Gov- 
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ernment  wanted  advice    they    could    get  that  to-day  by  calling  a 
meeting  of  the  fanners  in  the  district  concerned. 

5532.  Would  you  ol)ject  to  a  proposal  made  on  such  lines? — I 
would  not  object  if  the  Boards  were  not  going  to  take  away  the 
functions  of  Parliament. 

5533.  It  is  clearly  understood  that  the  Boards  are  not  going  to 
ovcvride  the  judgment  of  the  technical  advisers? — There  would  be 
no  liarm  in  them  in  that  case. 

5534.  You  would  not  oppose  the  formation  of  such  Boards? — 
No,  as  long  as  they  will  not  cost  the  country  anything. 
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AI'PEXDTX    A. 


MEMORANDUM  OK  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  AOTUOUfTl'RAE 
DEPARTMENT  HANDED  IN  BY  Mi:.  W.  HAMMoND  TooFCE. 
AC'T1N(t    UNDER-SE('1;ETARV    for  A(iR[(lILTURK. 

Tlic  Office  of  Commissioner  of  Crown  liuntls  and  I'lililic  Works  was  created  in 
1872  upon  the  introduction  of  lves|)()nsil)le  (io\('rmnenl,  and  was  cliai-ged  w  itii  tlie 
administration  and  supervision  of  liailways,  I'nlilic  Works,  and  Piiiildinf>;s,  and  among 
other  things -with  the  administration  of  Crown  Lands,  Crown  Foicsts,  Diamond  and 
otlier  Minos  and  Mineral  Dei)Osits,  Irrigation  and  Water  Sii))ply,  and  (ieological 
Exploration.  For  a  time  it  had  at  its  disposal  tlic  ('hlef  \'eteriiiai\-  Sm-geon  until 
the  AgrienltiM'al  Dej)artment  was  cstalilishecJ. 

A  now  Department  was  created  as  a  Siih-Department  of  the  Colonial  ( )flice  in 
1877,  and  dealt  exchisivoly  with  all  agricnltoral  and  pastoral  snlijeets — viticidtiirc, 
tobacco  culture,  Phyloxera,  Scab  Act,  Horse  Hreeding,  and  Diseases  of  Stoiik. 

In  1892,  this  Department  was  amalgamated  with  that  half  of  the  ( )ttic<>  of 
Crown  Lands  and  Public  W^oiks,  which  dealt  with  the  custodianship  of  the  Pulillc 
Estate,  viz.:  Crown  Lands,  Crown  Forests  and  Mines  and  Minerals,  and  the 
<'ombinod  Depai'fments  were  in  the  following  year  placed  luider  the  Seci-etar\  inr 
Agriculture. 

The  following  is  a  full  (lesci'i])tion  of  its  various  functions  : — 

r.^PiBLic  Sera'icks  Rendeuei). 

The  services  rendered  to  the  public  by  the  Agricultuial  Department  are  s])eciall\- 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  agricultural  and  jiastora!  jiortions  of  the  ]iopulatIon. 
Unlike  those  rendered  by  the  Railway,  and  Post,  and  Telegrajih  Departments,  no  ])a\  inent 
is  made  for  their  performauces,  and  no  revenue  is,  therefore,  derived  from  them.  The 
expenditure  is  conse([uently  a  direct  charge  on  the  tax-j)ayer,  and  i.s  met  l>v  the 
amounts  provided  for  annually  by  Parliament  in  the  Appropriation  Acts. 

A. — Aiiiinal  Disrasex. — The  Depai'tment  is  chai'ged  with  the  administration 
of  the  Animal  Diseases  Act,  No.  27  of  1893,  and  regulaiions  framed  thereunder, 
which  provides  for  the  detection  and  ])ievention  of  contagious  diseases,  tlie  ([uaiantinint;' 
of  infected  and  suspi^cted  stock,  and  their  examination  at  ports  of  entry  into  the 
Colony,  or  in  transit  within  the  Colony.  When  necessary,  the  provision  of  the  Rabies 
Act,  37  of  1893,  and  the  Rinderpest  Acts.  22  of  1896,  2  of  1897,  and  12of  1S97, 
are  also  administered  by  the  Dc|)artment. 

The  Chief  Executive  ( )rticer  is  the  Chief  NCteriiiary  Siu'geon,  assisted  by  a  statl' 
of  16  Veterinary  Surgeons,  whose  duties  are,  in  addition  to  the  foregoino-,  to  attend 
cases  of  sickness  of  all  kinds,  or  to  assist  farmers  with  advice  and  sm-gical  aid.  Tlu' 
number  of  Veterinary  Surge  >ns  employed  falls  far  short  of  the  requirements  of  the 
country  as  is  evidenced  by  a  comparison  with  the  Veterinary  Staffs  of  other  Colonies, 
Vhere  there  is  a  Veterinary  Sxu'geon  in  each  district. 

I  must  not  also  omit  to  mention  the  work  undertaken  l)y  the  Department  to 
arrest  the  march  of  the  ICast  Afiican  Coast  fever  southwaid  bv  fencing  the  Hechnana- 
land  and  Tiansvaal  jjorders.  and  to  control  the  uiDveuient  of  ti'aus]iort  stock  in  connection 
therewith. 

B.  The  Srali  Arts  Nas.  20  of  1S'J4,  and  '^S  of  1S90,  and  rcjulation  //irninu/rr. 
Also  J^roclaniution  Xo.  60  of  190.3,  promi/lr/atiiiq  Scab  Ji('f/7t/afioJix  in  foicv  in  the 
Tninsheian    Territories. 

These  Statutory  ])rovisions  for  the  eradication  of  Scab  among  sheep  and  goats  are 
carried  out  l>y  an  executive  staff,  consisting  of  the  Chief  lusjiector  of  Sheep  with 
13  Assistants  and  228  Sheep  Inspiectors,  one  oi'  more  to  each  ward,  and  in  thcTranskei 
to  each  district. 

The  imperfections  of  the  Scab  Acts,  which  are  not  sufKciently  drastic  in  some  of 
their  ])rovisions,  and  which  place  the  election  for  the  appointment  of  Sheep  Inspectors 
in  vvrfing  hands,  as  also  the  lenient  treatment  meted  out  tii  transgressors  bv  the 
Magisterial  bench  has  hitherto  jirev  ented  the  administration  of  these  enactments  being 
so  successful  as  they  niiiiht  have  been. 
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C.  Plant  Dlsensex  and  Insert  Pests. — Tho  regulations  issued  under  the  Vineyards 
Protection  Act.  No.  6  of  1886,  providing  for  the  due  examination  of  plants  imported 
into  the  Colon}-,  and  their  destruction  if  found  to  be  infected  with  disease  or  infested 
with  noxious  insects  are  enforced  by  tiie  Government  Entomologist  and  his 
Assistants. 

D.  The  application  of  the  ])iovision  of  the  Fenriny  Acts  No.  .30  of  1883  and  lo 
of  1890  by  proclamation  upon  local  is  conducted  hy  the  Head  Office. 

E.  The  administration  of  the  Land  Beacons  Acts  No.  7  of  186.5  and  9  of  1879  is 
carried  out  by  the  Sui-veyor-Greneral  and  Staff'. 

F.  Portions  of  the  Dirisional  Council  Act,  No.  40  of  1889,  relating  to  divisional 
boundaries,  outspans,  etc. 

G.  Portions  of  the  Municipal  Act  No.  45  of  18S2  and  other  Special  JMunici/ml  Acts 
relating  to  the  control  and  alienation  of  Municipal  Land. 

H.  Administration  of  the  Irrigation  Loans  Acts  and  formation  of  Irrigation 
Boards  under  Acts  Nos.  8  of  1877,  28  of  1879,  29  of  1880,  10  of  1893  and  24  of  1897. 

I.  Administering  Regulations  for  the  introduction  of  Aiiled  Iminir/rants. — These 
consist  of  domestic  servants,  farm  labourers,  and  wives  and  families  of  mechanics  and 
artisans. 

J.  Payment  under  regulations  of  rewards  for  the  destrnction  of  Jackals  and  other 
vermin  destructive  to  stock. 

K.  Carrying  out  the  Brands  Act,  Nos.  12  of  1890  and  6  of  1897  by  the  Kegis- 
tration  of  Brands,  Executive  Officer,  Registrar  of  Brands. 

L.  Carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Game  Acts,  No.  36  of  1886  and  38  of  1891 
and  Ostrich  Acts,  Nos.  33  of  1889,  and  30  of  1890.  and  issuing  ])ermits  for  shooting 
Royal  Game. 

M.  Exploiting  Sea  Fisheries  and  administering  the  Fishing  Acts,  Nos.  10  of 
1867,  5  of  1888,  29  of  1890,  and  15  of  1893. 

N.  Distribution  of  r/rants  of  monei/  and  other  requisites  in  order  to  further 
Agricultural  industries,  increase  food  supplies,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

1.  Money  grants  in  aid  on  the  £  for  £  or  similar  princi])lc  to  (a)  Municipalities 
in  aid  of  Tree  Planting,  (It)  Agricultural  Societies  in  aid  of  shows  and  show  yards,  and 
(c)  in  aid  of  Puljlic  Dipping  Tanks  for  the  purpose  of  eradicating  ticks  among   stock. 

2.  Money  grants  in  support  of  (a)  Model  Fruit  Orchards.  (A)  South  African  Stud 
Book,  (f)  South  African  Agricultural  Union. 

3.  Free  sheep  dips  when  carrying  out  simultaneous  dipping  under  the  Scab  Acts. 

4.  Spray  pumps  and  syringes  for  locust  infected  districts. 

5.  StiTchnioe  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  veiTnin. 

6.  Arsenite  of  Soda  foi-  the  purpose  of  destroying  prickly  pear  and  other  noxious 
weeds. 

7.  Cyanide  of  Potassiiun  for  orchard  and  scale  insects  and  purifying  citrous  trees. 

8.  Seeds  and  Cereal  Seed  Gi'ain.     I  may  instance  the  distribution  of  : — 

Rust  resisting  Wheat. 

Rust  resisting  Oats. 

Salt  Bush  Seed. 

Paspalum  Grass. 

Tobacco  Seed. 

Forest  Seeds  and  Transplants  at  cost  price. 

9.  Distributing  Trout  Ova  and  Fry. 

II. — Conservation,  Development  and  Improvement  or  thrPhhi^k   Estate* 

The  Public  Instate  under  the  charge  of  this  Ministerial  Diylsion  comprises  : — 

1.  Crown  Lands. 

2.  Crown  Forests  and  Forest  Produce. 

3.  Precious  Mines  and  Minerals. 

4.  Minerals  on  vacant  Crown  Lan<ls. 

5.  Guano  Islands.  , 

6.  Groot  Constantia. 

7.  (iame  and  Fisheries. 

Th(!  expenditure  provideil  i>y  Piirliamcnt  tor  the  pur])ose  of  adniinist»u-ing  these 
portions  of  the  Public  Jvstiite  is  all  revenue  earning. 

(A).  The  laws  j)roviduig  for  the  disposal  of  Crown  Land  arc  the  Acts  15  of  1887, 
26  of  1891,  40  of  1879,  37  of  1882  (Agricultural  lands),  (ilcn  (irey  Act  No.  2.5  of 
1894,  No.  40  of  1895  (Agric^ultural  and  Pastoral  lands).  The  Executor  Officer  is  the 
Surveyor-General  and  Staff'. 

The  quantity   of   land   disposed   of  by   the   Government  for   tlu^  year   1903  was 


Acreage. 

Value. 

10,750 

X12,3;>4 

8.j,234 

161,934 

399,372 

1,418,4H3 

90,347 

1,1()2,100 

£2,754,871 
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485,845  morgen.  The  total  quantity  ii|>  to  and  in(•lu(lin^■  1903  was  r)l,4f)7.K()2  niorgcii 
and  the  amount  still  uncultivated  22,337,210  uioigen.  The  laud  revciuie  from  all 
sources  for  the  year  1903  was  £1  lfi,5Xl. 

(B).  The  Forests  are  administered  uiuler  the  Forests  Acts  28  of  1888  and  20  of 
1902.  The  Executive  Officers  are  four  ('oiiservators  (with  their  respective  Staffs)  of 
the  Western,  Midland,  Eastern  and  Traiiskei  Conservaneies  res])ectivelv. 

In  addition  to  the  task  of  conserving  the  indigenous  forests  \iy  demarcation, 
fencing,  fire-protection,  improvement  fellings,  and  general  supervision  and  tiie  disposal 
of  timber  and  other  forest  pioducte  derivahle  therefrom,  money  is  expended  in  estab- 
lishing plantations  in  suitable  localities  where  there  is  cotivenient  access  to  markets. 
Profitable  revenues  should  when  these  mature  yield  a  handsome  return  on  tlie  e\p(;ndl- 
ture. 

The  acreage  and  value  of  indigeridus  forests  is  estimated  as  follows: — 

Western 
Midland 
Eastern 
Transkei 


The  acreage  of  the  plantations  already  planted  is  put  down  as  follows  : — 

Western  Conservancy  ...  ...  ...  9,944  acres. 

Midland              „  ...  ...  ...  888     „ 

Eastern              ,^  ,,.  ...  ...  8,782     „ 

Transkei            „  ...  ...  ...  1,822     „ 

The  expenditure  incuired  for  the  Forest  Department  for  the  year  1903  was 
£05,792  and  the  revenue  £2C,t)0()  or  1  pei-  cent,  of  tlu;  capital  value  (of  tlu;  forests). 

(C).  In  addition  to  the  precious  Mines  and  Minerals  existing  on  Crown  Lands 
the  Title  Deeds  issued  under  Sir  John  Cradock's  Proclamation  of  1813,  Act  14  of  1878 
and  subsequent  Land  Acts  reserve  the  |irecious  mines  and  minerals  on  private  )iropertv 
to  the  Crown.  This  is,  however,  not  the  ease  in  respect  to  land  in  Griquah'ud  West 
held  imder  Orange  Free  State  Title. 

The  diamond  mines  m  Griqualand  West,  Kimberley  and  De  Beers,  purchased  In- 
Government  from  the  original  owners,  and  Bidtfontein  and  Du  Toits  pan,  the  property 
of  the  owner  of  the  soil,  have  all  been  proclaimed  public  mines  under  the  provisions  of 
the  ordinances  and  Acts  relating  to  Precious  Mines  and  Minerals,  Smaller  mines 
have  been  proclaimed  and  worked  from  time  to  time,  such  as  St,  Augustine  Mine  and 
Otto's  Kopje  Mine,  and  sundry  mines  and  Alluvial  diggings  situated  in  Barkly  West 
and  Kimberley  districts. 

The  existing  law  dealing  with  precious  stones  is  No.  11  of  1899.  'Ihe  ICxeelitive 
Officers  are  the  Inspector  of  Mines,  Kimberley,  and  the  Inspector  of  Claims,  Barklv 
West. 

There  is  at  present  no  producing  gohl  mine  at  work,  though  a  lease  of  ixn 
abandoned  mine  has  been  taken  up  in  the  Knysna  District, 

The  existing  law  dealing  with  gold  is  Act  No,  31  of  1898, 

Leases  for  minerals  other  than  precious  stones  and  diamonds,  are  entered  into  by 
the  Surveyor-Genei'al  to  applicants,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Mineral  Lantls 
Leasing  Acts  Nos.  9  of  1877  and  15  of  1883.  Twenty-eight  such  leases  were  entered 
into  during  the  year  1903.  with  one  exce])tion,  for  working  copper  in  Namaqua'and  — 
the  extent  1,331  morgen. 

The  total  Revenue  derived  for  diamonds,  copper  and  coal,  exclusive  of  ground 
rent  on  mineral  leases,  for  the  year  1903  was  £30,820. 

E.  The  islands  worked  by  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of  seeming  the 
valuable  deposits  of  guano  thereon  are  under  the  charge  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Guano  Islands.  They  comprise  two  groups  lying  oft' the  West  Coast,  the  Ichaboe 
group  and  the  Colonial  group,  also  Bird  Island  in  Algoa  Bay.  The  t  :)tal  mmiber  of 
tons  produced  in  1903  was  4878,     The  total  sales  were  as  follows  : — 

Local  sales,  4,033  tons,  £26,467. 

Sales  in  England,  2,127  tons,  £15,019  nett. 

Penguin  eggs,  £1,850, 

[G.  2— 1905,j  J.I. 
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The  balance  of  receipts  over  expenditure  shows  an  excess  of  £23,144.  All  the 
gnauo  sold  in  the  Colony  is,  however,  only  sold  at  a  price  to  cover  bare  cost  and 
charges,  otherwise  the  profit,  satisfactory  as  it  is,  would  be  greater. 

F.  The  Government  Wine  Farm  at  Grool  Constantia  under  the  charge  of  the 
Government  Viticultural  Expert,  since  it  is  worked  at  a  jjrofit  may  he  considered  as  a 
revenue  producing  portion  of  the  public  estate,  although  its  object  is  mainly  educational. 

III. FXPEKTMENTAL    ReSEAUCH    CaHHIEI)     Ol  T     liY     ITS    SciEXTIFIC     ExPERTS. 

This  is  undoubtedly  the  most  useful  and  important  work  carried  out  by  the 
Department,  for  although  carrying  out  the  necessary  experiments  involves  considei'ahle 
exijenditure  earning  no  revenue,  and  therefore  apparently  of  an  unproductive  nature, 
yet  luiless  on  a  basis  of  sound  scientific  knowledge  there  can  be  no  beneficial  legislation 
or  administration. 

A.  Experiments  in  the  action  of  the  various  diseases  which  attack  Colonial  Stock 
and  which  by  their  singular  and  exceptional  characteristics  have  been  the  olyects  of 
Veterinary  research  in  South  Africa.  The  first  line  of  animal  pathology  is  carried  on 
in  his  Laboi-atory  by  the  Bacteriologist  to  the  Department  and  also  at  the  Experi- 
mental Station  at  Rosebank  where  investigation  as  to  tiansmitted  diseases  is  pursued 
in  conjunction  with  the  Government  Entomologist. 

Pield  expeiimeuts  are  carried  on  from  time  to  time  at  Somerset  East  and  else- 
where under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Veterinary  Surgeon  and  his  Assistants. 

B.  Researches  into  the  life  history  of  noxious  insects  are  carried  out  l)y  the 
Government  Entomologist  at  Head  quarters  and  his  Assistant  at  Grahamstown. 

C.  Fractical  experiments  with  manure  and  seeds  have  been  initiaed  by  the 
Government  Agriculturist,  whom  it  is  hoped  soon  to  ])rovide  with  ]m>])erly  e([uij)]ied 
agricultural  stations. 

D.  Researches  into  the  habits  of  the  fishes  which  inhabit  the  seas  round  our  coast, 
their  spawning  habits,  the  influence  on  their  movements  of  ocean  currents  are  being- 
carried  out  by  the  Government  Miologist.  who  has  for  the  purpose  the  steam  trawler 
"  Pieter  Faure  "'  and  a  Marine  Biological  Station  at  St.  James,  Kalk  Bay. 

Reference  must  not  l)e  omitted  to  the  coiu'teous  .and  gratis  co-operation  ot  ceitain 
scientists  in  Europe,  who  describe  and  rhis.-ify  the  new  and  rare  forms  of  Animal  life 
found  in  Cape  waters. 

E.  Expeiiments  in  viticulture  are  being  carried  out  by  the  Government  \'iti- 
culturist  at  Groot  Constantia  and  elsewhere. 

F.  Under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Geological  Commission,  the  Director  of 
the  Geological  Survey  and  his  Assistants  are  amassing  valuable  information  as  to  the 
action  of  the  rocd^s  and  soils,  etc.  In  connection  therewith  I  may  ex]jress  icgret  that 
the  valuable  work  of  soil  analysis  carried  out  by  the  analytical  branch  of  the  Colonial 
Ofl^ice  in  the  interests  of  the  agricultural  population  has  been  tempi  irarily  susjiended. 

G.  Topographical  and  (ieodetic  sui-veys  cf  rried  out  by  the  Inter-Colonial  Topo- 
graphical Survey  Commission  and  by  the  Surveyor  Genei-al. 

II.  Scientific  research  is  Ijeiug  carried  out  by  the  Cons  rvators  of  F(u-ests  in  their 
nui series  and  expei-imental  idantations  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  relative  merits 
of  indigenous  and  foreign  forest  trees. 

IV. — Ei)i(  AiioxAL   A\i>  Advisory. 

The  IJducalional  wcn-k  ol'  the  Department  is  cari'ied  out  by  means  of  lectures  and 
))Mpers  (leli\('red  l)y  tiie  various  experts  from  time;  to  time  on  these  various  sid)jects, 
many  of  which  an;  ])i'inted  and  disseminated  throughout  the  Colony. 

This  woi'k  is  focussed  in  the  Agricultural  .louiiial,  an  illustiatcd  mouthlv 
periodical,  wliicii  is  issued  gratis  to  memb<>rs  of  Agricultural  Societies  and 
Associations. 

Innumei'al)le  letters  nf  iuquiry  arc  rcpiieil  id  cillier  in  its  colunms  or  else  dii-ect  to 
the  writers  by  the  Scientific  lOxpeits  on  mattei's  afi'ecting  their  subjects,  an<l 
applications  for  employment  nr  laliour  arc  dealt  with  by  an  officer  S|)eciallv  appointed 
lor  the  ])urp()se  in  a  Bunaii  ol   I  id'oiniatiou. 
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SUMMARY. 


1,  Public  Sehvices  Rendered 


A.  Animal  Diseases. 

B.  Scab. 

C.  Plant  Diseases. 

D.  Fencing  Act. 

E.  Land  Beacons  Act. 

F.  Divisional  Boundaries,  Outspans,  etc. 
Ct.  Municipal  Lands. 

H.  Irrigation  Loans. 
L  Aided  Immigrants, 
J.  Destruction  of  Vermin, 
K.  Distribution  of 

L  Money  Grants. 

a.  Municipal  Tree-planting. 
h.  Agricultural. 

r.  Dipping  Tanks. 

2.  a.  Botanic  Gardens. 

b.  Stud  Book. 

c.  S.A.  Agricidtural  Union, 

3.  Free  dips,  Scab. 

4.  Spray  pumps,  Locusts. 

5.  Strychnine. 

6.  Arsenite  of  Soda. 

7.  Cyanide  of  Potassium. 

8.  Seeds,  Transplants,  etc. 

9.  Trout  ova,  etc. 

L,  Brand  Acts, 
M,  Game  Acts. 


II. — C'OXSEKVATION    OF    PrBLIC    EsTATE. 


A.  Crown  Lands. 

B.  Forests. 

C.  Precious  Mines  and  Minerals. 

D.  Guano. 

E.  Wine  Farm. 


III. — KxrEUlMENTAI,    RESEARCH. 


A.  Animal  Puthology. 

B.  Insects. 

C.  Agricultural. 

D.  Marine. 

E.  Viticultiue. 

F.  Geology. 

G.  Forestrv. 


IV. —  KdIM  AlluX    AND    AOVISOKY. 


W.  HAMMOND    TOOKE. 


J.I.  2 
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APPENDIX  B. 


DEPAETMEXT  OF  AGEICULTURE. 


STATEMENT  OF  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

Offioe  of  Secretary  for  Agriculture, 

Cape  Town,  19th  December,  1904.. 

Bella /IS  of  Rcvenitf  unci  Expenilitiiie  fur  periinl  \st  Jiili/,  1897,  to  30///  Jiiiu\  1904. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  to  forward  herewith  for  the  information  of  tlie  Commission 
on  the  Agricultural  Department,  the  following-  Returns,  viz.  : — 

1.  Comparative  Statement  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure.  1897-1904. 

2.  Statement  of  Revenue,  years  1897-1904. 

3.  Statement  of  Expenditure,  years  1897-1904. 


I  have  the  lioiioijr  to  he, 
Sir, 
Yom-  obedient  Servant, 

W.  HAMMOND   TOOKE, 

Acting  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture, 


The  Secretary  to  the  Commission 
on  the  T^.gricidturai  Department. 


COMPARATIVE   STATEMF.NT   OF    EXPENDlTr  K  I',   AND    REVENUE 

FOK    I'KIUOD  1897  TO  1904. 


1H97-98 
1898-99 
1899-00 
1900-01 
1901-02 
1902-0.3 
190:5-04 


Y 


ear. 


Expenditure 


1,875,524   10     9 


Ri 


272.1  M.J 

•J 

2 

240.851 

•  > 

275, (Hid 

!) 

t) 

227,981 

10 

1 

2.!0.917 

1.') 

1  1 

20(),4t);i 

'i 

222,5(1(1 

11 

11 

214,847 

12 

S 

214,281 

.  > 

10 

225.2;{;i 

I 

28.s.:i2:; 

10 

1 

:$01,015 

.') 

;!7(i,7()5 

1  1 

10 

258. ()()() 

\) 

1,074,992     0    11 


5M 


c 

05 


00 


o 
o 

t— I 

O 

H 
H 
H 

Q 

< 

D 
H 

O 

I— I 

I 

/-\ 
H 

H 
<1 


^^ 

t- 

00 

^ 

-r 

■M 

>o 

CD 

r— ' 

Si 

X 

1  - 

- 

- 

• 

2" 

to  2^ 

'M 

-M 

O 

„ 

— 

"0 

S5 

-f 

'0 

A/^ 

■c 

t: 

C-. 

9 

t— t 

— 

-^ 

--< 

^ 

'- 

"^ 

1 

00 

o 

Oi 

■* 

CO 

0 

iM 

l~ 

._^ 

-1- 

-t 

~ 

■>\ 

X 

o 

■^^ 

I^ 

?o 

>o 

X 

CO 

05 

X 

" 

n 

■M 

X 

■>\ 

^ 

05 

-# 

aj 

>q. 

CO 

'■*, 

-+ 

-f 

C". 

1  - 

n 

'C 

•^ 

r^ 

X 

x' 

■— M 

^ 

X 

T"! 

1' 

1  ^ 

X. 

t-H 

CO 

•M 

■^ 

Tl 



Tl 

TS'e 

^^ 

CO 

>o 

w 

0 

- 

•i- 

<M 

1— 1 

X 

",: 

•P5 

cc 

/  l~ 

'^ 

« 

-f 

'O 

-f 

X 

CC 

-f 

-M 

X 

^ 

— 

1 

— 

-^ 

•— ' 

^ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

-t 

— , 

X 

1^ 

-t 

X 

1-^ 

C. 

•M 

cc 

-1- 

'0 

O 

■M"^ 

X 

^ 

CO 

^ 

"M 

■M 

'O 

-M 

CO 

cc 

■55 

•^ 

05 

1^ 

x^ 

X 

^ 

CO^ 

^ 

-t 

CO 

-f^^ 

CO 

"M 

0 

»- 

cc' 

cT 

CO 

•— < 

cc" 

•M 

-f" 

co" 

01 

^-* 

^^ 

t— 1 

-r 

CO 

-f 

.-/^ 

^•® 

^ 

CO 

■* 

>o 

05 

'O 

0 
f—» 

CO 

X 

CO 

X 

r-4 

'm' 

«:  'o 

CO 

'O 

1^ 

CO 

CO 

cc 

1- 

-f 

1- 

^^ 

,— 

c 

o 

»— 1 

1— 1 

^^ 

'-^ 

r-< 

^" 

, 

i 

-« 

55 

35 

CO 

-t 

fM 

CO 

-t 

SJ 

X 

c^ 

1^ 

; 

CO 

o 

^^' 

-t< 

'f^ 

CO 

X 

.^, 

i_0 

C5 

1~ 

r— 

CO 

CO 

02 

00 

50 

CO 

X 

-t 

»o 

r.-< 

CO 

^ 

'O 

■^1 

-m" 

- 

-t 

-M 

C5 

"Z, 

f  1 

c-i 

-d^ 

c 

o 

^^ 

CO 

CD 

0 

-t 

CO 

CO 

^ 

■M 

X 

^^ 

^^ 

^^ 

^ 

/  «^ 

05 

3i 

X 

t^ 

,^ 

CO 

'O 

^ 

'M 

— 

X 

r1 

o 

^^ 

— 

•-^ 

»— 1 

'" 

■" 

^^ 

^^ 

1^ 

--r" 

l^ 

O 

J^ 

'C 

— 

i^ 

,-; 

— 

— 

X 

X 

I~ 

(^ 

-^.6 

3 

-t 

'O 

2.' 

■^ 

i^ 

-f 

a: 

* 

cc 

CO 

-t 

a> 

'-C^ 

'0_ 

•o^ 

X_^ 

i^ 

M 

-f 

CO 

^ 

-t 

X 

-1-' 

•■S 

CO 

^^ 

1-^ 

5^) 

x' 

C" 

■£ 

-t 

-M 

■* 

^^ 

X 

1^ 

CD 

CD 

— 

-M 

CO 

CO 

r: 

•M 

^ 

^- 

o 

to 

^^ 

CO 

05 

05 

OS 

X 

-f 

CO 

— 

1^ 

-t 

10 

-r 

"-^ 

r—t 

^ 

f— * 

•— ' 

'^ 

'^ 

•"^ 

1 

I 

C5 

cc 

CD 

^H 

CO 

^l'^ 

'M 

CC 

35 

,—. 

X 

CO 

OJ 

•m^ 

c^ 

Oi 

05 

(^ 

X 

CO 

0 

^^ 

CO 

CO 

^ 

cc 

00 

c^l 

CD 

>c 

1^ 
x" 

x" 

CO 

cc' 

-* 

"" 

Oi 

?t 

'd 

1^ 

r~ 

^ 

_ 

, 

CO 

» 

— 

M 

- 

X 

I- 

r^ 

^ 

■-^ 

^^ 

oi 

X 

»^ 

T>1 

CD 

CD 

CO 

CO 

f— 1 

C-l 

CO 

— 

CO 

— 

05 

•— 

^ 

-^ 

— ' 

^ 

^* 

'    ' 

~ 

1 

00 

• 

X 

Tl< 

>o 

X 

•— ( 

OS 

>o 

-* 

-M 

3: 

— 

: 

— 

00 
I— 1 

^ 

05 

co" 

CD 

X 

(M 

x" 

05_ 
CO' 

05 

CD_^ 
-t 

^; 

X 

■M 

,_; 

— 

X 

•M 

- 

CO 

X 

Oi 

c 

-f 

~ 

- 

CO 

CO 

oc' 

ya 

I-- 

C^l 

- 

- 

- 

-r 

'M 

-t> 

r- 

~ 

— 

1^ 

M 

05 

^^ 

•— ' 

^—' 

^-* 

'~~ 

1 

1^ 

1 

S>1 

-f 

iM 

X 

\r^ 

2j 

C^ 

c^ 

^ 

X 

X 

CO 

— 

3i 

'-+^ 

c<? 

C 

o 

CO 

X 

CD 

x_ 
x' 

X 

CO 

X^ 

!« 

. 

. 

, 

, 

, 

. 

. 

. 

br*  ' 

'o    : 

0 

^     • 

"S 

s 

• 

• 

• 

" 

• 

■ 

'■ 

-4^ 

H 

w 

■f. 

o 
5 

S 

■5 

: 

: 

C 

=-  : 

5    ■ 

■L 

tf-4 

s 

: 

: 

: 

-1 

0 

rr. 

'A 

J  2 

C^    c 

-    X 

•cc»   • 

'tL 

^ 

*S 

o 

0 

^ 

V  ^ 

1"^^' 

—   ^ 

X 

o 

<u 

•4^ 

<1^ 

CK 

■A 

■■fl 

en 

0 

■ 

z. 

^ 

i-S 

~  5 

.s  ^ 

0    ■ 

O 

"is 

CO 

a 
S 

^-^ 
^^ 
0 

.5 

> 

0 

0  X 

a; 

^ 

o 

2 

0 

0 

1 

X 

0 
u 

> 

0 

S 

3 

[i^ 

^ 

^ 

&< 

i:^ 

y. 

^ 

i< 

X 

■^ 

l-H 

^" 

534 


D 

H 
O 


PS 


5 


nd 

X   O   ^ 

—  ■^•<tCCCO'M'*XO=C 

'T  >c  o  >c  --  ^ 

CO  (M  >rt 

'S 

o 

^-  tr^  ^^ 

X'tccor-i'MC'-^'^oas 

X  -"J"  O  O  X  OS 

r^  CO  OS 

Ci 

X 

— 

— .                                   -H    ^               ^ 

—  —•  —  -< 

—    ^    r- 

T 

,^  —   ^„ 

—  i~  i~  >c  C  ■*  OS  X  ri  'o  cc 

C  !■-  cc  cs  cc  'C 

X  c  C>1 

ec 

M  5  <^ 

-f  C  X  -*  -M  X  CO  «c  >.-;  1^  CO 

o  •^  X  CC  lo  -r 

're  'O 

O 

'—J 

-t  C£  <r^ 

'"".  ^r  "  ^,  ^'  '"  ""  ^„  '-'^^  ^  ■*, 

■<t^  >o  '>\  X^  1^  T>I^ 

^  ""— 

V      r      » 

•■     "^ 

■M   -t  >0 

'."^  ^f      i^'                "^^  oT  '^^  >c' 

oc'      cc"  crT  c^f  cc' 

CC  CO 

CO 

CC  X          -^                                            C^I 

"M                 7-1 

^ 

O  '-C  OS 

—  — .CCXO  —  oo  —  o  — 

-^  -M   X   C   CC   M 

—   CO    — 

fC 

^^ 

^^                         r--    »--               ,— 1 

-H                         r— 

^^ 

c 
OS 

—  fC   OS 

^  cc  i~  rC  cc  —  O  X  Tt  C  ri 

OS  —  c  —  c  t- 

OS   —  t^ 

X 

^        — 

^                         -H    ^    -H    r— 

— 1  .-. 

7 

■M  C    >1 

cc  I — h  CI  X  CI  M  cc  c  c  -t 

cc  cc  -M  C  I~  OS 

C     CO    Tf 

o 

'r^  cc  -f 

.-v  i~   ir;  CO  -t  OS  X  -r   »>)  C  cc 

-H  c  1^  CO  cc  lo 

i~  OS  X 

<+< 

•*  fC  5^1 

C   T'l          '-t   --H  "O          X^  ^)^  —   C 

cc   -t   X    n   rf  OS 

•c  ».c 

OS 

.                      r          «■         ,          » 

•-      »■ 

r- ' 

co'rf  Tt 

rcos'       Tf                  ^'^"^"i.-j' 

■^          M  — 1   (M   ^ 

M  CC 

•M 

CC   CC                                                                      ^ 

■M                 IM 

-3 

O   X   — 

1-  —  C  OS'  C  -H  J^  cc  >o  o  c 

X   CO  -^J-   X   'M  CC 

CC   -I-  -M 

W 

•—         ^^ 

•—               '-^ 

o 
OS 

1^  —  -JT 

OS  ■-  >.-:  c  c  1-  cc  Tf  (^^  c  OS 

i.C   OS  OS   CC   't  — 

Tf   -M  X 

•/i 

-H 

1 

O   t   ^1 

X   C    M  CC   O  CO   X   O  1^  'O  tC 

cc  iM  OS  1^  CO   OS 

«(e  1^  '- 

•"^ 

•^ 

1~  -^  Ol 

CC  C  >C  OS  'r>  CC  X  »o  -^  t^  »c 

CC  X  CO  —  iC  1~ 

CO  Cl  c 

s 

X   O  •* 

>^     CC                  C      r^    1^     ^H     ^H     rO     ^^     W 

cc  Tf   -M  ^   Tf  i.C 

OS     Tt 

•N               •%              •N 

r^                            f'            Ws            W            ^ 

!M  CC  'M 

>!»■  cc        1-;                  t^        re  -"t 

O          CT  ^  iM  ^ 

-T^' 

(M 

ir; 

•M                 (M 

-^ 

OS  >0  'X! 

CCCCOCJOOSi— irfiMOO 

1^  1^  X  O  CC  t^ 

>.e  o  CO 

_^ 

1-^                                   f-H 

'^ 

o 
OS 

-f   7-1   OS 

XTt'Orf  —  XOSCCOCC 

Tt   t  I-  CC  i-^  C 

5^1   CC  CC 

/ 

^-                         ^-               ^^               ^H    ^H               ^H 

--    --     r— 

T 

—  ^-  o 

CO   X   CO  ^M  'O   X   'M  (^   n  >C  X 

Tt  CO  CO  i^  ~  X 

X   OS  iM 

^ 

•-+y 

1—  ^-  o 

I^  Tj<  CO  <M  OS   O  CD  ^  1^  C>>  CO 

OS  o  O  --^  —  CO 

i~  OS  CO 

OS 

-M   CC  1^ 

■*—■          'OXCCCOCOCOO-— 

O^i^  *,  •'v,  *-„ '", 

X  os_ 

—   -M   ^ 

cc^'    c<r    — '    ~f    'ti- 

O"       --h"  Os'  w  — ' 

•—   — • 

n 

X 

■M                 -- 

r— T 

-M   >-    •* 

-N^Ot^Ot^—iXOOW 

CO  r-1  t^  r^  O  cc 

—  OS  W 

— • 

^                 '-•'-•—' 

r— »                         r— « 

■— ' 

cs 

. 

:c  1  —  I  ~- 

ct  CO  o  —  OS  —  CO  >.~  —  c   O: 

CC  r f  cc  —  M 

C   CD   OS 

■/. 

^" 

^H                 -—                 ,— 

— H        ^- 

•—   ^H   — 

7 

OS 
OS 

00 

^  -f  i~ 

C   1^  CC  —  -t   C   X   OS   C^l   'C   "M 

X  ^  X  OS  >,c  — 

C^l   C   CC 

W 

c^  cc  a 

c:  -t  cc  —  c  c  —  cc  OS  ?.i  1^ 

(M  Tt  CO  CO  -t  cc 

CO  CO  OS 

'^  <X:   ~ 

O   M          X  CC   Tf   X   Tj<  C>)  O  ^ 

O^OS  x^co^O^-+_ 

CO  CC 

^H 

-H  M   T-T 

CC    X           M          —          -f  —   -f  t^ 

oT       .—  cd'cc''-" 

iM  rt\ 

-M 

1^                                                                                                    ^H 

^* 

CC   CC   '^ 

osf-— .r^,-i^t^OseoOcc 

J^  1^  cc  1^  t^  X 

« 

OS 

—             1— 1  ^ 

Oi 

oc 

, 

X    X    --C 

l--*-l-X-*CC'*-MCCC-* 

•M   X   >-    X    O   ri 

OS 

« 

— 

■-^  "  '—  ^        _ 

r-    .—    — 

7 

X 

OS 
X 

—   -t    X 

re  X  -f  r^  OS  t^  X  t^  OS  'O  ^ 

<M  cc  CO  O  -<   -t 

'    CC        • 

'-+^ 

CC   T   X 

OS  ce  '^  >n  CO  ^  CO  OS  lo  iM  'M 

*^  cc  *f*^  cc  »c  cc 

rv* 

^l  -"t  ~. 

X   CC          --co  !M  >0  «0^  X^  O.  OS 

•^_  f-H  --  CD  -"t  X^ 

OS 

»— ' 

x'  rf  — ' 

-m'  «o"         -t                        «,-f  — '  Tf  'O 

x'  -m'  C>r  -1^  cc"^  1— 

rf 

"" 

^  i^»                                  f-—        cc 

—                 fM 

-^3 

'O  O  X 

5>1  -H  CO  I^   -t  —          rt  CO  O  — 

CO  t^e  OS  >fC  ».'0  CD 

O  iM 

x' 

OS 

X 

, 

M  I^ 

C  CO  1^  I^  lO  Tf        n  >o  o  »•- 

M  —   -M   O   CO  — 

'c  o 

r. 

—^  — 

-—         —         -- 

^H     1— 1     .— 1 

^- 

1 

M   -t-   -t 

■*  OS  -t   X   fM   X       :   rt  OS  C   ""J 

CC  OS  r-  CO  >tc  -+ 

>.-e  c    : 

t^ 

V* 

»    -T    — ■ 

J-  -M  -f  X  X  ri        re  C  C  CO 

•M  OS  Ti"  >0  cc  X 

O  X 

OS 

'"t   I^   — 

OS.  1^        OS  1-  re        c  OS  X  -t 

— „  ^  *,  ""l  ®l  "t 

X 

1-    X    — 

?c  OS        -+                  --0  rr  cc  '^ 

x"       —  co"  >f  m' 

~ 

•—CO                                  —        cc 

—            '>\ 

:    :    : 

;  :  :  io  i"^ 

:    :    : 

X 

S       c 

_o 

e-   "5 

:    :    : 

:    :    :    :    :        :    :  «    :    : 

•    •    •'    :  "5  w  ^ 

*    X      • 

• 

&^  ■  'Is  ■ 

•    •    •    •  >  it 

•   a; 

»  01  a  b(. 

^ 

'/ 

■J. 

<o           .2      ~  = 

c 

z 

X 

6 

■•i-l 

S    :  5    •  "-^  ??    =    :  "C  5  a^ 

=      :i  =  -  .:i  o  c   :  o  c 
.  -    :   •/.  —  ^  1— i  X  ■  r   ■/.   '/.   r 

r-.i       c   1;  c  ce 
^ III ^11 

•   o   L. 

^  o 

-c  a  0! 

*^ 

J'^  1"? 

Z   *-    C    •'•    1'    'X    a^ 

-2  0  5  =  1  S  = 

:c    -    —  ■  — 

03    C     —     —     C     C     C 

/.     ~ 

X  ;^  H  t^ 

X'  ■;j  H  ^^  f*.  o  ;^ 

<'P- 

<! 

535 


I 

H 

o 

o 
< 


H 
H 

p^ 

Ph 

w 

Q 
I 

D 

H 

I— ( 

Q 

Pi 
X 


.  ,^ 

-^, 

_ 

,^ 

X 

— 

-t 

r  ^ 

CO 

•t 

71 

- 

- 

•* 

o 

•/■  ■^ 

CT 

.—1 

O 

OS 

o 

1  - 

I  - 

X 

OS 

t 

^- 

■ — 

05 

r- < 

^~ 

i-M 

1— « 

p-^ 

f« 

^— 

r— 

^—4 

1 

)— * 

o 

CC 

3 

CO 

-t< 

cc 

-t 

OS 

>o 

CC 

'-C 

•  0 

CC 

^  00 

o 

CC 

*, 

^ 

»— 4 

1—1 

>i 

OS 

-t 

X 

CO 

c 

zo 

l~ 

o 

,— t 

CO 

71 

os__ 

l- 

CC 

1  — 

05 
»— * 

1-^ 
I— < 

CO 

1^ 

CO 

TS® 

CO 

OS 

O 

'M 

^, 

t— < 

Oi 

C 

— 

-^ 

c 

■* 

CO 

c 

(fl  00 

'O 

OS 

^ 

CO 

^ 

■M 

cc 

n 

'•C 

-t 

X 

^ 

as 

^ 

f— t 

^— 

^— 

1— ' 

^— 

p-H 

1 

OS 

*o 

'J5 

--^ 

X 

■* 

ft^ 

Tf 

^— 

71 

71 

■* 

CO 

T^ 

'-+<,t 

-J4 

CC 

o 

o 

16 

cc 

i~ 

'-'^ 

^- 

ri 

■M 

o 

r-H 

1C 

Tj<_ 

I— t 

f— t 

CC 

'"^ 

CO 

CO 

05 

'm'^ 

'm' 

Co" 

-ri 

c 

c^ 

c^ 

l-H 

^H 

00 

M 

r-"    ■* 

o 

^ 

•, 

o 

Oi 

o^ 

OS 

3 

X 

-^ 

- 

"M 

2 

a-;  OS 

-f 

^ 

-* 

^ 

cc 

Ci 

OS 

-t 

c* 

X 

•  0 

05 

^H 

^H 

• 

1 

1^ 

* 

^l- 

3 

OS 

CO 

T>1 

CC 

o 

'C 

"^ 

f 

• — ' 

.— < 

'■^E 

o 

'O 

o 

ct 

71 

~ 

C 

-M 

X 

o 

-t 

CO 

,—1 

OS 

"t* 

(M 

•M 

as 

of 

^ 

CO 

X" 

co' 

■*' 

»— 1 

*"* 

"M 

ra  c^ 

.- 

o 

lO 

I- 

O 

-; 

— 

-t 

71 

X 

- 

o 

.  'M 

X 

^ 

'M 

OS 

^- 

CO 

1- 

^. 

X 

CC 

-+ 

OS 

■/, 

^- 

. 

1 

OS 

l-^ 

,^ 

rT' 

1^ 

!•- 

-f 

1  - 

X 

'•'^ 

CC 

O 

O 

X 

■ra 

o-i 

-t- 

-t< 

1- 

■— ■ 

CO 

CO 

o 

OS 
t— t 

<:c 

t— 4 

CO" 

~' 

CC 

co' 

>f 

^^ 

t— ' 

71 

7-1 

'TS  (M 

-^ 

O 

CO 

>o 

o 

-- 

iM 

-- 

>- 

- 

■:: 

,— ' 

'^ 

* 

CC 

^ 

3 

CO 

X 

O 

CO 

-t 

1- 

-t* 

CO 

''^ 

05 

J. 

,_< 

r— • 

.— 

' — 

1 

l^ 

1  ^ 

— 

CO 

CO 

7^1 

1^ 

l~ 

-r 

71 

rl 

t  - 

OS 

.    .  'O 

?•» 

o 

CO 

CO 

CC 

'^ 

'O' 

~ 

X 

, — 

Oi 

■+*  :^i^ 

^ 

1^ 

o_ 

,—1 

CO 

t- 

■ — • 

■C: 

X 

■x' 

CO" 

o 

f— « 

X* 

71 

'd  o 

CO 

CO 

o 

•M 

o 

«o 

'- 

CO 

O^ 

05 

OS 

,  ^^ 

O 

X 

o 

I— ( 

X 

OS 

•— ' 

— 

~ 

00 

X    ^H 

,— t 

^M 

1— < 

• 

• 

1 

OS 

; 

'O 

■M 

; 

iM 

CC 

CO 

3 

* 

I 

— 

1     — 

00 

,    -V   O 

1- 

X 

X 

CC 

X 

i.O 

X 

CO 

cC 

OS 

^  't 

I^ 

'-D_ 

ri 

^^ 

I^ 

x" 

^ 

OJ 

1— < 

7^1 

13  J^ 

OS 

O 

-* 

■* 

00 

OS 

OS 

-f 

I- 

'71 

00 

as 

.  M 

CO 

^ 

X 

CO 

'^ 

^^ 

X 

CC 

7>1 

71 

30 

X     ^H 

r-H 

t— ( 

-^ 

r— 4 

• 

1 

'C 

* 

«o 

^ 

CO 

OS 

CC 

XO 

^^ 

Ji 

I 

>0 

'  c 

I^ 

.     ^    I-- 

X 

,--' 

-^ 

CO 

c* 

CO 

t— 

CC 

M 

Zt 

OS 

^    t- 

'C 

o_ 

^^ 

-t 

x^ 

X 

CO 

— , 

t~^ 

(m' 

^ 

OS~ 

I^ 

71 
^1 

tc 

. 

. 

. 

, 

, 

. 

QJ 

■ 

■ 

l4 

^ 

^ 

^ 

o 

/. 

_o 

cc 

: 

'" 

^ 

'tfl 
■tl 

« 

: 

• 

: 

c 

'c 

'a- 

OS 

■jj 

0) 

: 

X 

; 

: 

a; 

o 
o 

0) 

: 

; 

Is 

to 

H 

^ 

■j: 

: 

"F    • 

r/> 

: 

en 

C^ 

c^ 

V2 

r-^ 

"o 

-^ 

r^ 

'r* 

o 

•73 

2 

QJ 

s 

5 

U 

-p 

_^ 

z 

.1-3 

o 

c^ 

.2 

S 

IE 

.2 

o 

.2 

.5 

x" 

1   « 

=x. 

j: 

^ 

o 

a 

o 

So" 

tZ 

^_ce 

-*-* 

Z-M 

7 

S 

S 

o 

1—1 

^  ' 

XI 

536 


APPENDIX    C 


GOVEKNMENT    IRRIOATION  SCHEMES. 


The  Secretan', 

Agriculttiral  Commissiou. 


vSlR,^Witli  lefercm-c  to  your  letter  of  tlie  ITili  ultimo.,  requesting  certain 
information  on  the  !<ubject  of  various  Government  In-igation  Schemes,  I  have  the 
honour  to  forward  herewith  statements  showing  : — 

{a}  The  amount  of  money   expendeil  during   the  i)ast  seven  years  on  Govern 

ment  Irrigation  Works. 
(/;)  The  Revenue  derived  from  these  works  during  the  same  period. 

Tlie  inroiinatidn  under  (A)  has  lieen  furnished  by  the  Controller  and  Auditor- 
General,  \\  iio  states  no  collections  appear  to  liave  been  made  at  Thebus,  Rooiberg 
and  Hartz  River. 

The  furtlier  [larticulars  desired,  as  to  the  areas  irrigated  by  each  of  the  works 
is  now  being  obtained,  ami  will  be  furnished  to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 


1  have  the  houour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Vour  obedient^Servant, 

LEWIS    MANSERGH, 

Secretary  for  I'ubiic  Works. 

Office  of  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
January  6th,  1905. 
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Statement  of  Revcmie  collected  at  Biantlvlei.  Calviniu.  (luring  the  jieiiod    1st  .Tiily, 

1897,  to  30tli  .luiie,  1904. 


Month. 

lf<97- 

y 

189S- 

J. 

1899- 

JO. 

1900 

1. 

1901 

i. 

1902-3. 

19 

13  i 

d. 

Tulals. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

M 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

£ 

s.     d. 

July 

12 

17 

i; 

2 

1(1 

0 

■2 

10 

0 

49 

18 

10 

2 

0 

0 

119 

16     4 

August 

(1 

1.-. 

0 

4 

1/ 

li 

15 

12 

i; 

21 

September     ... 

1 

0 

(1 

1 

11 

0 

October 

i;h 

2 

(; 

0 

10 

(1 

15 

t 

li 

29 

0     0 

November 

4 

(1 

(1 

:i 

.") 

0 

1 

ii; 

3 

4 

7 

li 

19 

8     9 

December 

17 

111 

11 

II 

.') 

0 

1 

o 

0 

1 

0 

0 

20 

11   11 

January 

23 

1(1 

II 

.", 

1 

3 

2 

13 

y 

31 

5     0 

February 

40 

,"■, 

1) 

s 

•> 

(i 

3 

10 

(1 

51 

17     6 

March 

lis 

(i 

3 

k; 

17 

i; 

<) 

15 

0 

15 

0 

0 

159 

18     9 

April 

104 

7 

i; 

80 

.5 

8 

.^0 

Ui 

3 

129 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

370 

9     5 

May 

IS 

1,-. 

0 

57 

10 

0 

44 

13 

K 

25 

0 

0 

1 

10 

0 

14i 

8     9 

June 

3 

17 

(< 

24 

5 

8 

2(i 

(', 

3 

.4 

9     5 

Total!-     ... 

3  IS 

s 

2 

231 

5 

1 

1.59 

li 

3 

86 

K 

4 

169 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

977 

5  10 

Statement 

of  Re 

vei 

lue 

collectec 

at  V 

an 

w 

yk 

s  Vle^ 

•,  c 

'ainaivai 

,  dmiiig 

tlic  jicriod 

1st  July, 

1897, 

to 

3(ltli 

.1  line, 

1904. 

MO.NIH. 

is'j:- 

s. 

lS9i!- 

1. 

1899- 

JO. 

1900 

1. 

i; 

Ill- 

i^ 

1:1112- 

i. 

1 903 

4. 

Tot 

ais. 

j; 

s. 

d. 

£ 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

fc; 

d. 

£ 

s.     d 

July 

21 

7 

tt 

."ii; 

9 

10 

40 

17 

(> 

4S 

14 

3 

53 

6 

9 

42 

.) 

0 

i; 

11 

0 

272 

12      1 

AugU^rt 

7 

1 

•J 

S'l 

I.". 

s 

143 

11 

li 

S8 

1 

9 

78 

0 

li 

67 

11 

.1 

13 

0 

H 

483 

."l          S 

September     ... 

;t 

14 

'.1 

',17 

11 

3 

1117 

3 

II 

s:! 

:i 

li 

2.-, 

s 

i; 

21 

14 

1 

0 

y 

3 

344 

13     4 

October 

7 

IS 

0 

113 

2 

11 

121 

,s 

li 

92 

0 

11 

17 

11 

li 

86 

14 

3 

0 

4 

0 

443 

19   11 

November 

17 

l.S 

(i 

43 

17 

3 

38 

11 

« 

61 

3 

10 

2S 

4 

3 

65 

18 

0 

255 

13      1 

December 

13 

li 

;i 

13 

3 

0 

IS 

17 

(i 

24 

15 

II 

9 

10 

0 

24 

2 

6 

15 

0 

0 

118 

1  1      9 

January 

10 

12 

9 

23 

(1 

3 

S 

« 

0 

11 

10 

3 

10 

10 

6 

t 

1 

3 

71 

1      0 

February 

4 

10 

3 

.) 

/ 

0 

•S 

17 

3 

0 

s 

3 

39 

10 

0 

^ 

a 

3 

.,6 

]8      0 

March 

11 

1 

10 

13 

i; 

3 

4 

15 

3 

37 

1 

1) 

1 

10 

11 

20 

•) 

0 

6 

6 

9 

94 

7      1 

April 

21 

19 

9 

17 

1) 

;i 

0 

17 

0 

11 

li 

li 

14 

1 

9 

10 

19 

6 

76 

5    :4 

May 

13 

12 

6 

4 

i> 

3 

35 

14 

0 

15 

12 

i) 

47 

0 

(1 

Hi 

17 

y 

8 

15 

3 

141 

18     6 

June 

49 

12 

3 

17 

0 

3 

26 

11 

9 

36 

0 

3 

24 

10 

6 

33 

0 

9 

186 

15     9 

Totals     ... 

I'Jl 

IC 

10 

4s:i 

H 

S 

555 

10 

<l 

510 

1 

1 

260 

11 

li 

434 

1 

_ 

114 

13 

3 

2,556 

4     8 

Statement  of  lieveime  collected  at  the  Dongla.s   Irrigation  Works,  Heibert,  iluring 
the  period  1st  Jidy,  1897,  to  30th  June,  1904. 


MOSTH. 

1897-8. 

1 898 

9. 

1899- 

00. 

1900- 

1. 

1901- 

2. 

1902-3. 

1913 

4 

Totals. 

£ 

s.     d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

6=. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s.    d. 

& 

s. 

d. 

£     .«,     d. 

July 

12 

1       1 

IS 

s 

10 

2(1 

0 

•> 

18 

IE 

1 

15 

1  11 

21 

9 

3 

Ill    17     7 

Aujfust 

15 

1    II 

IS 

s 

2 

24 

15 

.") 

29 

11 

10 

34 

9 

6 

30 

12     7 

28 

8 

0 

IM    10     ;-, 

September     ... 

.s 

11    1  I 

•^7 

."", 

9 

36 

10 

s 

23 

8 

10 

22 

7 

1 

42 

16  10 

30 

3 

3 

191      4      4 

October 

17 

li      1 

19 

9 

2 

25 

4 

7 

46 

17 

10 

27 

15 

2 

30 

11     9 

» 

15 

/ 

177     II     5 

Xovembor 

4li 

2     '.1 

32 

14 

2 

10 

2 

11 

41 

18 

10 

42 

0 

1 

27 

15     5 

10 

7 

1 

211      5    10 

December 

33 

7     .5 

49 

12 

10 

32 

13 

8 

46 

4 

1 

84 

2     5 

50 

6 

2 

296     6     7 

January 

23 

5     2 

57 

16 

2 

27 

18 

11 

38 

2 

10 

61 

2  10 

39 

3 

3 

247     9     2 

February 

21 

0    10 

72 

13 

I 

48 

8 

9 

30 

2 

3 

53 

14   11 

31 

10 

3 

287    10      1 

March 

11 

17      1 

43 

11 

10 

15 

6 

11 

50 

0 

6 

40 

4     0 

11 

14 

7 

1  73     9    1  1 

April 

31 

5     2 

22 

19 

1 

17 

13 

3 

7 

12 

11 

32 

14     8 

21 

17 

2 

1 34      2     3 

May    

21 

9     9 

67 

10 

11 

29 

11 

1 

10 

0 

2 

31 

4     3 

44 

11 

1 

201      7     3 

June 

43 

2  11 

80 

15 

5 

41 

17 

111 

11 

12 

3 

8 

12  11 

20 

11 

2 

201  i     2     6 

TuhiK     . 

2S4 

15     7 

511 

II 

122 

13 

) 

354 

9 

:!ii9 

7 

11 

4.58 

14      6 

319 

16 

10 

2.421      6      1 

Audit  Office, 

29th  December,  1004. 


WALTER  H.  GURNEV, 

Controller  and    Auditor-General. 
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I  23 

'  M9/- 


GOVERNMi:.NT     IJailGATION    SCHEMES. 


The  Secretary, 

Agricultural   (  ointuissiuu. 

SlK,_ 

Adverting  tu  my  letter   No.  Hl^Ml!)    uT  even   dati-,    1    iia\c   the   liouour   hi 
forward  liorewith  statement  showing  : — 

(C)   The  area  irrigated   and   jiroixiscd   to   lie  iirigated   hy   (iovurnnient 
Irrigation   Works. 

I  have  the  lion<iur  to  he, 
Sir, 

Yoiif  obedient  Servant, 

W.   J.    DAVIDSON. 

[•'or  Secretary  for  Public  Works. 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
fith  Jiiniiarv,  1!)0.3. 


(C.)  THE  ACTUAL  (AND  FAILING  THAT  THi:  A1'PK()XI>L\.TE) 
AREA  IRRIGATED  AND  PROPOSED  TO  HE  IRRIGATED 
BY    (GOVERNMENT    IRRIGATION    WORKS. 


Name  of  Work. 

Area  Irrigated. 

Area 

proposed  to  be 

Irrigated. 

Remarks. 

Douglas     ... 

300  to  ,300  acres 

... 

... 

Van  Wvk's  V lei  ... 

About  1,200  acres 

Varies    with   the    su})i)ly   in 

Brand  Vlei 

About  1,000  acres 

... 

the  reservoir 

Thebus      

... 

5,000  acres 

Scheme  abandoned 

Rooiberg 

Hartz  River 

... 

1,000  acres 
25,000  acres 

Dam  breached  2(i  3  00.  Dis- 
posal of  dam  and  irrigable 
lands  under  consideration 

Scheme  now  being  investi- 
gated 

6th  January,  1905. 


W.   ,1.   DAVIDSON, 

For  Secretary  for  Public  Works 


540 
APPENDIX  D. 


RETURN  OF  LOANS  GRANTED  UNDER  THE  IRRIGATION  ACTS. 

D.58o8. 

The  Secretary,  Agricultural  Commission. 

Sir, — 111  reply  to  yoiu*  letter  of  tliu  ITtli  instant,  in  which  you  rcijuc-t.  on  behalf 
of  the  Commission  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  iu([uiriu<j  into  and  reporting  upon  the 
advisability  of  reorganising  the  existing  Agricultural  Department,  to  be  furnished 
\vith  a  Return,  showing 

{a)  the   number  of  applications  which   have  been   made   for   loans  under   the 

existing  IiTigation  Acts, 
{//)  the  total  amount  applied  for, 

(c)  the  total  amount  granted,  and 

(d)  the    number    of   loans    granted    to    private    persons    and    to   public    bodies 
respectively ; 

I  am  directed  to  forward  herewith  for  the  information  of  the  Commissiou  cojiics  of  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  working  of  the  Irrigation  Acts,  and  of  the 
Interim  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Agricultural  Department,  in  the 
ajipendiees  to  which  are  published  a  Return  of  all  appli'-ations  for  loans  under  the 
Irrigation  Acts  which  were  not  granted,  as  compiled  to  the  end  of  .lune,  189(),  and  a 
Memorandum  on  the  working  of  the  said  Acts. 

The  further  particulars  required  by  the  Commission  will  be  collated  and  forwarded 
at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


December  28th,  1904. 


W.  HAMMOND  TOOKE 

Acting-  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture. 


\_E.rtre.rt  I'niiii  Appi'iali.r  to  Rcjiini  ii-ferrcd  to  ahove.'\ 
RETURN  OF  APPLICATIONS  NOT  GRANTED. 

Department  of  Agriculture, 
Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

Cape  Town,  4th  July,  1896. 
L.  14.50. 

The  Clerk  to  tlu' 

Honoui'alilc  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Siu, —  1  mil  directed  to  forward  lierewitli,  for  the  inroriiialion  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Irrigation  Aets,a  Retiiiii  of  all  >\  |iplicat  ion  for  J^oans  under  irrigation 
Acts  which  have  not  been  granted. 

I  regret  that  pressure  of  work  and  the  limited  time  at  disposal  iia\e  prevented  my 
rendering  the  Retiiiii  in  a  more  comjilete  foriii. 

I  lia\  e  the  honour  to  lie, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant. 

CHARLES  CURRFV, 

Under  Secretary  for  Agrieultiiit'. 
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APPLICATION    FOE    LOAN.S    UNDEK    THE   TRRKiATION    ACTS 
WHICH    WERE  NOT   GRANTED. 


Xarae  of 
Applicant. 

Farm  iiiid 
Division. 

Aiiioiirit. 

\ 

iitiire  of 
Work. 

Term 
(years) 

Knobel,  J.  ... 

Albert 

£ 

r>oo 

... 

Caldecott,  H. 

De  Beer      

KingWilliam'sTown 

Municipality 
East  London  Muni- 

pality 
Tennant,  F. 

Aliwiil    North 
Fort  Reiuit'ort 
KingWilliani's 

TOVMI 

East     London 

:!,.'ylKl 

... 

KiMii;uk> 


Oudtshoorn  Muiiici-    Oiultslioorn  ...      14,iHK) 

pality  [ 

Victoria  West  Muni-  i  Victoria  West        1,000 

cipality 
Robertson     Munici-  \  Robertson    ... 

pality  1 


Irvine,  J.  J.  ...    KingWilliam's       5,000 

Town 
Schoenwinkel,  A.  ...     Robertson    ...  250 

Flitter,  W.  T.  ^-  .1.    'Hammerhead,'  200 

Konifilia 


Mol  tenoMun  icipal  i  ty 

Albert 

2,500 

MnnicipalWatei 

Scheme 

Wiliiston   Board  of 

Fraserbui'g  ... 

•  •  . 

Management 

Sutherland   Munici- 

Sutherland ... 

1,800 

... 

pality 

.Smith,  John 

'LuipardsKop,' 
Hanover 

176 

Pope,   C.   E..  V.  P. 

'Xiiude's  Kop,' 

.■^l  H ) 

and  W.  A. 

Victoria  East 

Rol)erts,  E.  J. 

St.  John's  Re- 

2l>5 

Furiow 

Campbell,  D. 

serve,   Stut- 
terheim 

Voester,  G.  P. 

'Amantia,'  and 

400 

Furrows 

'  S  p  e  n  c  e '  s 
Kop,'   Kim 
berley 
Junction  Exploration  Part  of 'Dooms,'       4,000     Dam  across  Mod- 
Association  Kimberlcy  der  River,  and 

turbine 
Boettcher,  H.         ...  'Mile-end  farm.'  .'lOO 

Cathcait 

Dr.  Harrhv Rarklv     West  150 


Lombard,  N. 
Van  der  Mem  e,  .T.  A. 
Visagie,  S.  W. 
Van  Wyk,  F.  G.    ... 
Van  Wyk,  A.  J.    ... 


Ayliff,  W.  ... 
Van  Wyk,  S.  W. 

Roodelioogte  Farm-  Robertson 
ing  Co. 

Brown,  G Kimlierlev    ...        l.nOO 

Vice  (Albert),  G.  ...  Albert  


Fraserburi^  ... 

400 

Calvinia 

liOU 

C'.Tlvinia 

100 

t'alvinia 

1,000 

Calvinia 

500 

Fort  Beaufort 

1,500 

Calvinia 

SOO 

Robertson    ... 

:i,ooo 

Abandoned   by  the  appli- 
cant .after  some  of  the 
preliminaries   had    been 
gone  through. 
Ditto. 
Declined  by  Cbivernnient. 
'I'ransferred        to        lioeal 
Woiks    Loans. 
Ditto. 

Abandoned  by  tlic  appli- 
cant after  some  of  the 
preliminaries  hail  lieen 
gone  through. 

Transferred  to  Local 
Works   Loans. 

Declined  by  (TOveruuK^iit. 

.Vbandoned  by  applicant 
after  some  of  the  pre- 
liminaries had  been  gone 
through. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Fnrther     particulars      re- 
(juired  ;  not  supplied. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Security  offered?  Untm 
not  considered  sulHeienl. 

Security  insufficient,  land 
held  oidy  on  leasehold. 

Security  insufficient. 

On  enquiry  it  was  fimnd 
that  work  was  completed 
before  loan  was  asked 
for. 

After  all  preliminaries  had 
been  arranged  applicant 
notified  that  he  no  longer 
required  the  loan. 

Nature  of  works  not 
approved. 

Security      not     .sufficient, 
property      being      only 
leasehold. 
Security        offered        not 
sufficient  —  being    only 
personal     security,     not 
property  on  which  works 
to  be  carried  out. 
Deelincd  bv  Government. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Abandoned    by    applicant 
after  preliminaries  com- 
pleted. 
Declined  by  Government. 
.\bandoned  by  applicant. 
Declineil  by  Government. 
Ditto. 

Abandoned  by  applicant. 
Declined  l)V  Government. 
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APPLICATIONS    FOR    LOANS— <y-«//«««/. 


Name  of 

Farm  and 

Amount.         ^^l  °* 
Works. 

1 

Term 

Applicant. 

Division. 
1 

(years). 

1 

Stamper,  F. 

Tulbagh 

£ 

.500 

Steynsbiirg  Jluiiici- 

Steyn.sburg  ... 

TOO 

pality 

Beaufort            West 

Beaufort  West 

12,000 

Municipality 

Hands.  E.  E.  ' 

Fort  Beaufort 

100  ' 

Loeffler,  T.... 

Calvinia 

100 

Van  der  Meulen, 

h'. 

Bedford 

100 

Visagie,  J.  ... 

Calvinia 

'.00 

Visagie,  S.  W.  J. 

Calvinia 

400 

Van  der  Merwe. 

t'. 

Calvinia 

HOO 

U.  and  J.  A. 

Van  der  Slerwe. 

J. 

Calvinia 

800 

A.  S.  W.  J. 

Kautenbach,  J. 

Mossel  B.ay  ... 

1,000 

... 

Louw,  J.     ... 

Calvinia 

300  ' 

Van  der  Merwe, 

J. 

Calvinia 

1,000 

A.  D. 

Van  der  Merwe, 

J. 

Calvinia 

1,000 

Burger,  W.  P.  and  J. 

Calvinia 

«00 

Theron,  D.  J. 

Calvinia 

.oOO 

Lombard,  JI. 

Fraserburg  ... 

1,000 

Louw,  W.  and  A. 

''  R  h  e  noster 
Vlei,"  Calvinia 

I'.Oil     Dam      

Paarl     Municipality 

Paarl 

7,000 

Graham's       Town 

Albanv          ... 

300 

Remarks. 


Botanic   Gardens 


Distin,  J.  H.          ...  Middelburg.. 

Mrs.  Murray          ...  Colesberg     .. 

Burger,  B.  F.         ...  Calvinia 

Hughes,  W.V.      ...  Albert 

Stellenbosch    Muni-  Stellenbosch  . 

pality 

Riversdale    Munici-  Riversdale    .. 

pality 

Aspinall,  W. 

Rautenheim,  S.      ...  George 

Chisholm      &      Co.  Kimberley  .. 
(Kimberley) 


1,000 

1,000 

400 

;},000 


MOO  To  pay  otf  balance 

due  on  Town 

'      Water  Works 


1,500 
2,500 


Vaal  River  Estate...  Barkly     West  f),000 

Van  AVyk,  (i.  F.     ...  Chunvilliam...  \  ;^00 

St.  Mark's  Mission...  Tcmliuland  ...  i 

Van  Wyk.  S.  W.  J.  Calvinia        ...  800 


Van  Wyk,  .S.  ...  I  "  Uitkyk." 

Calvinia 

Van  der  Linde,  C...     "  Vogelstruis- 

fontein,"  Hay 

Van  Xickerk,  A.  B.    •■  Ilausgat," 

ami  C.  P.  Calvinia 


Crafford,  A. 


Ladisinilh 


400 
L'OO 

:;mii 

L'OO 


In  ;iid  of  works 
under  construc- 
tion. 


Pietersee,  E.  J.     ...    ''BhwuwKop,"  |        400 

Calvinia 
Burger,  W.T.       . . .  i  •'  V  e  r  d  e  v  aal  200 

Vlei,"  Calvinia 
Dordrecht     Munici-    Wodehouse ...        1,600 
pality 


Abandoned  by  applicant. 
Ditto. 

Transferred       to       Local 

Works   Loans. 
Abandoned  by  the  appli- 
cant. 
Declined  liy  Government. 

Dittn. 
Abandoned  liy   the  appli- 
cant. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Abandoned  by  the  .appli- 
cant and  bond  cancelled. 
Declined  by  Governnunt. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Declined     in    absence    of 
provision    of    fundi!    by 
Parliament. 
Transferred       to       Local 

Works   Loans. 
Declined,  it   having   been 
ascertained      that      the 
works   foi-    which    loan 
was  asked  were  already 
finished. 
Declined  by  Government. 
Abandoned  by  applicant. 
Ditt<;. 
Ditto. 
Transferred       to       T>ocal 

Works   Loans. 
Refused,     as     not     being 
contemplated  by  Irriga- 
tion Acts. 
Declined  by  Government. 

Ditto. 
Abandoned    by    applicant 
after  preliminary  stagci 
had  been  gone  through. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Refused  owing  to  absence 
of  provision  of  fnnds  by 
Parliament. 
Ditto. 

Abandoned  liy  appliianl. 

Loan  held  in  abeyance  until 
present  works  completed 

Abandoned  by  applicant, 
first  advance  refunded 
by  him. 

Abandoned  by  applicant. 

Abandoned  liy  applicant, 
advance  refunded. 

Council  asked  to  allow 
matter  to  stand  over 
pending  provision  of 
funds  by  Parliament. 
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APPLICATIONS 

I'Oi;     \jOA'NH— roil /in  ur,/. 

Name  ot 

Farm  ami 

.\nioiuit. 

Xatui'c  of            Term 

Remarks. 

Applicant. 

Division. 

Work.             (years). 

1 

Visser,  J.  If. 

'NelskopSoutli.' 
Caivinia 

1,000 

Weir  an'.  tinTow 

Declined,  tenure  of  land 
only  Ir.iiKi'ltiilil. 

Nel,  G.  J 

"OgabreWest, " 

1,0I)(( 

Dam      

Declined,  absence  of  pro- 

Caivinia 

vision      of     funds      by 

Parliament. 

Filmer,  (i 

•■  Fenirisula," 
Queen's  Town 

;■(  II  • 

2.S 

Ditto. 

St.  John's  Rescivo. 

Stntlcrlieiin... 

;'il  H  ( 

Water       furrow 

Ditto 

Immigrants 

from  Kabousio 
River 

Venterstad    Munici- 

Veiitt^rstail  ... 

COO 

Improvement  of 

Ditto. 

pality 

'i'own     Water 
Supply 

Du  Plessis,  J.  fj.  ... 

Queen's  Town 

... 

Security  insufficient,  being 
other   than     first   mort- 

g.age   on   property   l>ro- 

posed  to  be  improved. 

Snedder,  G. 

••TweeRiviei-," 
Caivinia 

.'ll  (I  ( 

... 

Declined  owing  to  absen<-e 
(if  provision  nt  funds  by 
Parliament. 

V:m  Wyk.  G.  H.   ... 

Tarka 

1,000 

No  reply  to  letter  asking 
for  further  particulars 
reipiired. 

Lubbe,  J.  F. 

'Bloemfontein,' 
Clanwilliam 

.■ioo 

... 

.\biindoned  liy  applicant. 

EckertBeeknia  lui.T . 

■'  C^yl'ergat," 

Alljert 

... 

Refused,  security  insutii- 
cient, only  leascjicdd  land 

Van  der  Merwe,  J. 

"Kaval's  Kop," 

... 

Abundimed     l>y    applicant 

P.  and  C.  P. 

Caivinia 

after  preliminarv  stages. 

Visagie,    S.  W.,  Jr. 

"Misvlakte," 
Caivinia 

coo 

Ditto. 

Visagie,  ik   W.,    Sr. 

"Alljert's  fon- 
tein,"  Caivinia 

250 

... 

Ditto. 

Baikly  West  Village 

Barkly     West 

Declined  by  (iovcrnincnt. 

Water        Supply 

Company 

Visagie,  J.  P. 

■  Driekuil, " 
Caivinia 

y)00 

... 

Abandoned  by  the  appli- 
cant after  preliminary 
stages. 

Van  der  Merwe.  F.  J. 

"  Zoutputs," 

Caivinia 

800 

... 

Dittci. 

Visagie,   J.    H.  and 

•'Leo  )uts,"&c., 

700 

Ditto. 

S.  W. 

Ca  vinia 

Kriiger,  P 

'Elandsfontein,' 
Albert 

100 

... 

Ditto. 

Henning,  G. 

•HandelKraal," 
Caivinia 

1 .000 

... 

Ditto. 

Kingon,  W. 

■Brassefontein,' 
Fraserburg 

1,000 

... 

Ditto. 

Van  Rooyeii  V 

"  Stomnees," 
Stutterheini 

100 

Ditto. 

Nightengale 

"  Middelpnt,' 
Caivinia 

Ditto. 

Winterb.aeh,  J.  ('.... 

"Karoopoort," 

Furrow  on  Cut- 

Security  insutticieiii,  being 

Outspan, 

span 

only  leasehold. 

Tidbagb 

Bekkers,  H. 

'•Krnidfontein," 

1 .200 

Dam      1") 

'^o  reply  to  letter  asking 

Olivier,  .). 

Gr.iatf  Reinet 

for    further    particulars 

required. 

Wentzel,  C.  D.      ... 

"Roodekrans,  ' 
Queen's  Town 

400 

Dam      

Ditto. 

Municipality,  Coles- 

Colesberg     ... 

1,500 

... 

... 

In  abeyance. 

berg 

Barnard,  J.  N. 

'Beyersfontein,' 
Carnarvon 

300 

... 

. 

No  reply  to  letter  asking 
for  further  particulars 
reipiired. 

Rautenbach  &Marais 

"  Patentie." 

300 

... 

Ditto. 

Humansdorp 

Davie.  T.  B. 

"Graspan,"i^c., 

1,000 

Sinking  wells  ...     .')  to  o 

Seciuity    insufficient,   and 

Prieska 

years 

report  of  Engineer  that 

features      of      locality 

ag;iinstsucces.sof  scheme 
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APPLICATTOXS    FOK    LOANS     r,wthuie,l. 


Name  of 

Farm  and 

Amount. 

Nature  of 

Applicant. 

Division. 

work. 

Froneman.  W. 

Queen's  Town 

£ 

1.5(1 
or  :^iMi 

Dam      

Xel             

•'DassieScheur.' 

:',;■,() 

Completion      of 

Albany 

water    furrow 

Bellingan,  A. 

'•  Tygerhoek.  ■ 
Uitenhage 

Visser,  H.  E. 

"  Zoutputs.  " 
Calvinia 

300 

Enlarge  dam    ... 

Edwards,  W.  y\.    ... 

•■Rippleraead." 

01  •(  • 

In    addition     to 

Konigha 

loan  of  .£Hi44 
lis.  Sd.  already 
granted. 

Knigel,  P.  F. 

"Witfontein." 
Carnarvon 

;:!,ooo 

Dam 

Hanekom,  J. 

'•  Stilverlaat." 
Hay 

Bucket-pump  ... 

Van  der  Merne,  J. 

•'  Drift  West." 

.^,1)0 

Completion      of 

Calvinia 

Dam 

Steytlerville  Muiiici 

Willowmore... 

Windmill   pump 

Term 

(years). 


Remarks. 


pality 
Shrosbree,  A.         ...    Erf  .32, 

Embokotwa. 
Xalanga 

Municipality, French    Paarl 

Hoek 


5o     Furrow  and  dam 


200     Dam 


Rubidge,  A. 
•loubert,  C.  J. 
Weyer,  P.  ... 


"  St.   Olive's," 
a  raaff-Reinet 

■'  Hottentots' 
Kraal. " 
Swellendam 
Darlington. 
•Taiisenville 


100     Dam      ... 


200     Furrow... 


,")00     Repairs  to   weir 
and  f'lurow 


Van  der  Merwe,  J.    '-Haartebeeste  li«)     Dam      

G.  P.  fontein, " 

Albert 

Municipality.    Stut-    Stutterheim Improvement  of 

terheim  '("own  •   Water 

Supply 

Cloete,  N.  P.          ...     "  Tousplaats,"           40t»  Completion      of 

Sutherland        oi-  oOO  Dam 

Geard,  C -De    Hoek,               200  Reservoir 

Willowmore 


Van  der  Merwe,  .T.    'Dassiefontein.' 
Calvinia 


HOO 


No  reply  to  letter  asking 
for  furthci'  particulars 
rer|uired. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Security  insufficient,  land 
already  moitgaged. 

Declined  by  Government 
— no  reasons  given. 


24  Security  insufficient,  ap- 
plicant has  paid  otf  only 
ith  of  purchase  price  of 
farm. 
No  reply  to  letters  asking 
for  further  particulars 
required. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Co-operation  of  other  erf 
holders    necessary  ;    no 
reply  to  letter  pointing 
this  out. 
20      No  reply  to  letter  explain- 
ing    Act     and    further 
steps    necessary    to    be 
taken. 
No  reply  to  letter  request- 
ing  further   particulars 
requir  d. 
2.'j       .Security  in.sufficient,  only 
ith   purchase    price    of 
farm  paid. 
No  reply  to  letter  pointing 
out     necessity    of     erf- 
holders   forming    them- 
selves    into     Irrigation 
Board. 
No  reply  to  letter  asking 
for   further    particulars 
required. 
"Ditto. 


Security  insufficient,  land 
already   mortgaged. 

No  reply  to  letter  asking 
for  further  particulars 
required. 

Abandoned  by  applicant. 
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^rEMORANDUM  ON  THE    WORKING  OF  THE    IRRIGATION  ACTS 

N')g,  8—77,   28— '7i»,  7—m.   10_'93,  -24— "97,  40— '99. 


r 


fl  must  be  admitteil  Unit  tlw  Irrif^atioil  Acts  li;i\ii  \\i>\  liilly  ;ir|iii'V(i<l  tl|i-  i-iiil  lor 
>vliir||  they  were  passed, 

(1.)  Loans  to  I'hivatr  Persons, 

In  the  case  of  Loans  to  I'rivato  Persons,  this  failure  is  attrihjtalile  to  several 
causes,  mainly  : — 

(d)  Inabilit\'  of  the  a])plicaiit  to  furnish  the  seein-ity  retpiircd  by  law,  /.*>.,  a  first 
moi'tfjao'e  or  an  ac,cei)table  second  mortgage  on  the  land  proposed  to  hi;  improved. 

(fj)  The  eircmnloeution  and  conserpient  delay,  due  partly  to  the  somewhat  com- 
plicated machinery  of  the  Acts,  and  partly  to  the  system  of  ilual  administration  under 
which  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  the  absence  of  a  Hydraulic;  Engineer  on  its 
statl',  is  dependent  for  engineering  advice  on  the  Public  Works  Department. 

(r)  Underestimate  liy  the  applicant  of  the  cost  of  scheme,  or  imj)racti(!ability  of 
the  scheme  itself  as  a  remunerative  w  )rk. 

(d)  Indisposition  of  the  applicant,  after  a  loan  has  been  granted,  and  the  first 
instalment  paid,  to  strictly  adhere  to  the  details  of  tin-  approved  design,  non-compliance 
involving  withholding  further  advances. 

An  illustration  will  make  the  position  clearer. 

An  owner  proposes  to  construct  an  irrigation  work  on  his  property,  and  ai)|)lies  to 
the  Goyernment  for  a  loan  for  the  j)uri)ose.  The  a])i)licant  is  first  recpiired  to  gi\e  a 
written  undertaking  to  make  good  the  cost  of  survey  and  expenses  comiected  with 
]irepnring  the  design  for  the  scheme  in  the  event  of  its  not  being  carried  out,  and  he  is 
also  called  upon  to  furnish  tlic  information  described  under  the  headings  given  in  the 
attached  schedule.  Enquiries  are  then  made  to  verify  these  particulars  as  to  owner- 
ship, tenure,  mortgage,  etc.,  and  should  these  prove  satisfactory — which  in  many 
instances  they  do  not,  and  the  case  proceeds  no  furthei — the  application  is  referred  to 
the  Secretary  for  Public  Works,  who  forwards  it  to  t!ie  Chief  Inspector  of  Public 
Works,  who  instructs  one  of  his  i)iT)fessioiial  staft"  to  report  u])on  the  mattei'.  As 
frequently  as  not,  the  estimate  framed  by  this  officer  shows  a  much  higher  smn  than 
the  loan  desirtd,  or  he  may  find  himself  "unable  to  sign  the  required  certificate  that  the 
proposed  works  will  effect  an  improvement  in  the  annual  value  of  the  land  which  will 
exceed  the  aimual  sum  to  be  charged  thereon  for  repayment  of  tlie  loan.  On  the  other 
haul  it  may  ha]>])en  that  even  should  the  scheme  be  practicable  from  an  engineering 
j)oint  of  view,  and  the  estimate  be  within  the  limit  of  the  proposed  loan,  the  chemical 
constituents  of  the  soil  may,  in  the  oi)inion  of  the  agricultiu-al  expert,  i)ro\e  to  be  such 
as  to  render  inadvisable  irrigation  of  the  area  intended  to  be  brought  under  cultivation. 
Supposing,  however,  all  these  difficulties  to  have  been  surmounted,  further  time  must 
elapse  before  any  money  can  reach  the  applicant,  as  the  approval  of  His  Excellency 
the  (iovernor  to  the  granting  of  the  loan  must  be  sought,  a  mortgage  bond  passed, 
and,  after  the  Deeds  Office  requirements  hi  respect  to  this  document  have  Ijeen 
comj)lied  with,  it  is  necessary  to  request  the  Treasury  to  instruct  the  Ci\il  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Division  to  pay  the  first  instalment  (one-fifth)  of  the  loan  to  enable  the 
works  to  ))e  commenced.  Nor  do  the  applicant's  troid:)les  end  here— difficulties  and 
delays  duiing  construction  owing  to  long  intervals  between  inspections  have  to  be 
reckoned  with  ;  but  enough,  perhajis,  has  been  said  to  leave  no  room  for  wonder  that 
the  farmer,  who  has  heard  from  his  neighbour  of  the  complicated  process,  hesitates  to 
avail  himself  of  the  advantages  which  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Irrigation  Acts  to 
ort'er  him. 

Yet  the  advantages  are  great.  Reliable  profesjional  advice,  both  engineering  and 
agricultural,  is  given  free  of  charge  and  the  half-yearly  instalments,  extending  over  a 
maximum  period  of  forty  years,  in  re]>ayment  of  the  loan  are  calculated  on  a  basis  of 
an  exact  3*%  interest  per' annum  on  the  amount  actually  owed  fi-om  time  to  time  by 
the  borrow'er,  the  first  payment  becoming  due  six  months  after  the  date  fixed  for  the 
completion  of  the  works. 

A  statement  showing  loans  grunted  and  apitlication?.  refused,  with  the  gmunds  for 

fefiisal  is  annexed. 

[G.  2—1905.]  >l^I 
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Tlie  means  siigoesterl  for  improvinfj-  existino:  conditions  is  a  simplification  of  pro- 
cediiie  by  substituting'  for  tlie  present  roundaliout  arrangement,  one  nndei'  which 
applications  for  loans  will,  in  the  first  instance,  be  sent  to  the  Irrigation  Engineer — 
now  that  such  an  officer  has  been  appointed — who  should  deal  direct  with  applicants, 
and  who.  in  the  event  of  a  scheme  being  found  satisfactory  in  all  respects,  will  recom- 
mend to  the  Minister  its  favourable  consideration,  ])ayment  of  loans  being  made  out  of 
funds  ])laced  at  the  disjiosal  of  the  Minister  concerned  by  a  Vote  on  the  Kstiinates. 

(II.)    LoAXS    To     flflilCA'!  loX    ]>OAi;|)S. 

Five-and-twcnly  years  ago,  the  author  of  the  first  Irrigation  Act,  in  a  widely 
distributed  nicmorandimi.  remarked  as  follows  : — 

"  *  *  ■  *.  At  the  same  time,  it  often  hap])ens  that  the  cost  of  a  work,  in  itself 
very  desirable,  whether  it  consists  of  a  reservoir  for  ii'rigation  purposes  or  for  damming 
up  and  diversion  of  a  river,  is  beyond  the  means  of  a  single  individual  ;  and  even 
where  two  or  three  adjacent  proprietors  may  agree,  an  indolent  or  obstructive  neighbour 
may  have  it  in  his  power  to  put  a  stop  to  a  gTeat  and  remunerative  pvblic  improve- 
ment. The  Bill  seeks  to  oveirome  this  difficulty  by  rendering  the  ]irinciple  of 
co-operation  foi  irrigation  legal,  and  by  giving  a  clear  majority  of  proprietors  interested 
in  any  work  the  jiowcr  to  override  an  obstructive  minoritv.  This  is  done  by  the 
formation  of  associations  of  the  proprietors  interested — bodies  which  are  familiar  to 
every  conntr}'  where  large  irrigation  works  are  carried  out,  and  which  are  formed  in 
England  for  the  ]5urposc  of  drainage,  which  in  that  country  occupies  a  very  analogous 
position  to  that  which  irrigation  docs  in  this  country. 

These  associations  may  be  formed  in  the  following  manner:  — 

Where  any  number  of  adjacent  landowneis  lliink  that  a  tract  of  country  can  be 
improved  either  by  the  construction  of  a  large  reservoir,  or  by  the  dannning-u)>  or 
leading  out  of  auy  river,  any  three  of  them,  who  are  the  owners  of  not  less  than  one- 
tenth  of  the  whole  extent  of  the  projjosed  district,  may  apply  to  the  Government,  in 
wi-iting,  to  have  the  district,  which  they  must  describe  in  their  application,  proclaimed 
an  irrigation  district.  Due  notice  of  this  a})plication  will  be  given  to  all  interested, 
and  after  such  notice  the  Government  will  send  an  officer  to  report,  who  will  ascertain 
whether  ])roprietors  of  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  tlie  land  affected  consent  to  such 
a]i])lication  ;  and  if  such  be  the  case,  and  there  are  no  reasons  to  the  contrary,  the 
district  will  be  proclaimed,  and  a  Board  for  the  management  of  all  matters  relating  to 
ivi-igation  within  the  disti-ict  will  be  elected.  Aiiv  o\vner  of  land  within  the  district 
will  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  Ikiard,  and  the  electors,  who  may  vote  by  proxy, 
will  be  the  owikm's  of  land  interested,  wiio  will  each  have  a  number  of  votes  in  propor- 
tion lo  tiic  value  of  tlicii'  projicrty.  The  Resident  Magisti-ate  will  be  the  returning 
officer.  Tlie  Board  \viii  have  the  power  of  carrying  out  all  works  necessary  for  the 
storage  and  distribution  of  water  within  the  district.  Th(>v  will  have  the  powei'  of 
boi'rowing  money  to  effect  improvements,  and  of  levying  rates  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
maintenance  and  interest.  They  may  borrfiw  cither  from  ])rivate  sources  or  fron*  tlte 
Goxcrnmcnt.  who  are  authoi-ised  to  advance  money  on  the  security  of  rates,  if  satisfied 
as  to  the  soundness  of  the  security.  The  rates  are  to  be  levied  on  the  extent  of  ground 
(•a))abic  of  irrigation,  that  is.  the  extent  over  which  the  Board  can  supply  water,  at  a 
rate  to  be  fixed  by  the  Board,  according  to  the  value  derivable  by  the  owner  from  the 
water  sup]jlied  ;  the  object  of  this  pi-ovision  being  that  the  landowner  should  not  l)e 
called  upon  to  ])ay  for  a  commodity  from  which  he  can  derive  no  benefit.  If  the  owner 
is  dissatisfied  with  the  rate  le\ied  by  the  Board,  he  may  a})peal  to  the  courts  (d'  law. 

Any  damage  caused  by  the  works  executed  under  order  of  the  Board  will  l)e  com- 
|)eiisate(l,  the  I'atc  of  compensation  l)eing  fixed  bv  arbitration.  The  I»oard  may 
purchase  land  either  for  works  or  for  improvement.  In  the  case  of  any  owner  enjoying 
a  supply  of  water  before  the  formation  of  the  association,  he  will  be  entitled  to  un 
ei}ual  snp))ly  free  of  charge  ;  an<l  in  the  event  of  any  differeiu^e  on  this  (pieslion  the 
matter  will  be  I'cferred  to  arbitration   ■   *  *  *'," 
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fjthcr  the  facilities  oll'ered  by  tiu^  Acts  have  been  insufficiently  appreciated,  or  the 
the  "  obstructi\  ('  minoi'ity  "'  has  lieen  too  great,  for  the  fact  remains  that 
iluriiig  ail  this  period  only  one  such  Boai'd  bevond  a  very  small  afi'air  at  \\  arrenton 
in  the  Dixisiou  of  Kiud)erley^lias  been  lornied,  \'l/..  : — the  Breede  Hivcr  (  Robertson) 
Irrigation  Board.  The  formalities  ncces.sarily  precedent  to  the  appointnient  of  this 
Hoard,  and  to  the  payment  of  the  fii-st  instalment  of  the  loan  ajiplied  foi'  by  it,  occupied 
from  October,  1897,  to  September,  1900. 

Owing  to  tlie  nmnber  of  interests  in\(il\ed  and  otiier  circumstances,  gicater 
difficulties  are  associated  u  itli  the  idnnatioii  of  ii'rigation  IJc.ards  and  the  issue  tiithem 
ol  loan-;  llian  are  ii-iiall\    met    willi  in    ri't;ari!    !■.    iMl\aiiec>    In    iiiisate    iiei'sons.    Ijut    the 
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remedy  siio'gestoil  for  ctt'cctiiij;- iui  iiit|>rovcm(!ii(  in  ihc  ca-c  of  ihc  latlc]-  1-  in  :i  jiivat 
nioasiiiv  ap])liciilile  to  the  former.  A  (|iiicl<cniiio- of  interest,  with  ;iooi|  n-siills,  would 
follow — now  that  ihc  lime  lias  arrivcil  with  the  advent  of  an  Irrif^ation  I-aigirii-er 
were  the  advantages,  offered  hj  the  Acts  prominentiv  liron^^ht  liid'orc  those  most 
eoiieerned  tliroiiirh  loi;al  bodies  sneli  as  Farmers'  Ass(»eiation>.  etc.  etc..  or  hctti-i-  <till 
hv  an  office)-  specially  entrusted  with  a  mission  to  this  end. 

(111.)  Loans  to  Mixk  ii-ai-iii  i-.s. 

ScYcral  .Municij)al  Councils  ha\e  availed  themsehcs  ol'  ilu'  priviliji.  ~  ni  the 
Irrifiation  Acts  extended  to  them  by  Act  28—79  and  subsecjiient  Icj^islation,  with  the 
benefit  to  the  ratepayers  of  procnrinf>- money  on  terms  of  repayment  more  favouralilc 
than  otherwise;  obtainable.  These  bodies,  for  reasons  which  it  is  mmecessars  to  detail, 
have  moi'e  readily  complied  with  the  lej^al  I'efpiii'cments  than  other  borrowers,  and 
having  had  the  advantage  of  I'esidcnt  professional  advisers  during  construction  of  the 
works,  have  generally  not  cx|)ei-ienccd  any  serious  delays  in  recei\ing  the  Instalments 
of  sanctioned  loans. 

HARUV   M(MlhLA.\, 

I'rincipal  Clerk. 
Department  of  Agricultiu'e.  April  Ttli.  l!M)t, 


1.  Full  Name  and  Address  of  Ajiplicant 

2.  Name  or  nunibei' and    folio  mnnlier  of   

Farm  or  Farms  to  be  improved,  and    I)i\ision    

3.  Is    the    land    already    mortgaged    or  

otherwise  encumbered  ?     Tf  so,  to   whom   and    

to  wdiat  amount  '?  

4.  Under   what   teoiu-e  is  the   land   held,   

Quitrent  or  Freehold  ?     If  Ciuitrent,  what  is   

its  amount,  and  has  it  been  I'edeemed  ?    Under   

'  what  Act  has   the  Title  Deed   been   i-sued  ?   

5.  Is  ap])licant  the   original   grantee,    if  

not.  what  is  the   original  grantee's  name  and   

the  date  of   his   Title   Deed,  ami    what   is  the   

ilate  of  present  Title  oi-  Transfer    Deed  ?  

G.    Is  the  applicant  sole  or  joint    owner  of   

the  property  ?  If  the  latter,  what  sliare  docs  \\v   

own  ?      Is  this  divided  or  undivideil  ?  

7.  Is  the   ap)ilicant   owner   of  any   other  

land  r'   If  so,  is   there   any   mortgage    thereon 

and  what  is  the  amount  V  

8.  What  is  the   })resent    market    value  of   

the  pro])erty  ?    (The  valuation  nuist  be  accmn-   

panied  by  sworn  ap])raisements   by  two  com-  

petent  ap])raisers    showing   f  e    v.ilue  of   the   

land,    together    with     im]novements    thereon 

aiKl  also,  separately,  the  improNcd  value  of  the   

land  if  the  works  |iroposed  to   be   cari-ied    out    

with   the  loan  be  completed).  

9.  Wiiat  isthe  amount  of  the  loan  desired  ?   

10.  For  what  pei'iod  is  the  loan  re(|uired  V   

11.  Describe,   generally,  the   nature   and    

purpose  of  the  jiroposed  works.  

12.  Is  the  loan  intended  to  cover  the  cost    

of  the    whole    or    only    ]iarl    id'   the   proposed    

works  ?  

13.  Does  the    a]>plicaut    desire   that   ilie   

(iovernment  should   furnish  the  designs  ?  

14.  State  the  dislanc(>  and    direction   of   

Farm  and    Magistracy  an<l    from  the   nearest    

town  or  village    through   which    the    post-carl    

runs,  gi\ing  name  of  such  town  or  village. ,.., , , 

MM  2 
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APPENDIX    E. 
RETURN   OF   LOANS   GRANTED    UNDER  THE  IRRIGATION  ACTS. 


The  Seeretarv,  the  Agriciiltuial  Commission. 

Sir,— With  reference  to  voiir  letter  of  the  4tli  instant,  and  in  continuation  of  my 
letter  No.  D.  5858  16782,  dated  29th  ultimo,  on  the  above  subject,  I  am  directed  to 
forward  herewith,  for  the  infoi-mation  of  the  Aoricidrural  Commission,  a  further  Retmn 
of  applications  for  loans  under  the  IriMo;ation  Acts  which  wei-e  not  granted,  bringing 
up  to  date  the  Return  published  as  an  appondi.v  to  the  Report  nf  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  working  of  tiic  Irrigation  vVcls  (A.  11,  '90). 

I  also  enclose  a  Return,  showing — 

(a)  The  number  of  applications  which  have  been  made  for  loans  under  the  existing 
Irrigation  Acts, 

(h)  the  total  (approximate)  amount  applied  for, 

(c)  the  total  amount  granted,  and 

((-/)  the  number  of  loans  granted  to  ]>rivate  jiersons  and  to  public  bodies  respec- 
tively. 

I  have,  etc., 

W.    HAMMOND   TOOKE, 
Acting  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture. 


Retlen 


showing  (ii )  the  number  of  applications  which  have  been  made  for  loans  under  the 
existing  Irrigation  Acts;  (b)  the  total  (approximate)  amount  applied  for;  (c)  the 
total  amount  granted,  and  ((/)  the  number  of  loans  granted  to  ])ri\ate  persons  and  to 
public  bodies  respectively. 

(n)  235,  of  which  48  have  been  iiranted,  and  187  iiave  been  refused  or  are  in  abey- 
ance. 

(b)  £469,353  6s.  Od. 

(c)  £254,649   16s.  Od. 

(d)  30  to  23i"ivate  individuals,  and  18  to  public  bodies. 


Department  of  Agricidtiu-e, 

Cape  Town,  17tli  .laiuiary,  11)05. 


W.  HAMMOND  TOOKE, 

Acting  I'lKlcr  Secretary  for  Agriculture. 
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ItlOTUHX    OF   AIM»Ll('ATI()NS    FOR    LOANS    rXDFK    TIIF    IRIU- 
(iATION    ACTS    WHICH    WKKE    NOT    (;  IIA  N'I'IOD. 

In  Cdiitiniiatioii  of  lu'tiii'ii  piiblislicil  ;l^  apiiciidix  to  tlic  ivep(jrt  ol  tlic  Sck'ct  (  oiii- 
mittcc  oil  tile  workiiijij  of  the  Irrifratioii  Act  (A  11  —  96). 


Niimt;  of 

I'aini  and 

.'Vmount. 

Nature  of 

'I'eriK 

Remarks. 

Applicant. 

Division. 

Work. 

(years). 

T.  1).  Moller 

"  Uitzicht," 

COO 

Completion      of 

2.5 

No  reply  to  letter  asking 

Gordonia 

Dam 

for   furth  r    particidars 

reipdred. 

V.  1'.  iStapelberg    ... 

"  Roodowal," 

i;ii 

En'c-donof  p(ni(p 

T) 

Security  insudicient.  mort- 

tjolesberg 

andconii>letioii 

gagees   having   declined 

of  furrow 

to      accept      second 
mortgage. 

J.I),  v.  v., 1.  Hcever 

"  Hartcbeeste- 

101) 

Opening    up    of 

24 

Farm    already    mortgaged 

fontein," 

fountain     and 

for  an  amount  exceeding 

Albert 

storage      of 
water 

Divisional   Council  val- 
uation. 

M.  G.Maiis 

"  Namies." 
Naniaiju  iland 

Insufficiency    of    security 
o  tiered. 

Mes.srs.    C    W.   van 

'Zevenfontein,' 

;!i  i(  1 

Dam      

No  reply  to  letter  asking 

Heerdeii,     seiikir 

Venters!  ad 

for    further    particulars 

and    junior 

reipiired. 

J.  J.  Theroii 

••  Verend," 

Vryburg 

3.^0 

Wells 

... 

Ditto. 

Village  Managtiiiout 

"  Smal  Poort," 

(!,-|iiO 

lin|irovement  of 

Scheme  temporarily  aban- 

Board,   Enilioko- 

Elliot 

Village  Water 

doned. 

twa,  Elliot 

Supply 

J.  J.  G.  M.  le  Roiix 

■Rooidanmiet- 

l.')0 

Noria  Pumps  and 

22 

Ajiplicant  became  jirisoner 

jes, ''Mafeking 

Well-sinking 

of      war  ;      application 
dropped. 

S.  Rowe      

"  Rooigrond," 
Mafeking 

L'.jn 

Da(nand  Furrow 

2(1 

Abandoned    by    app'icant 
owing  t<i  war. 

Carnarvon     Jlunici- 

Carnarvon    ... 

■>■,() 

K.\ tension  of  Vil 

.\pplication     dropped     by 

pality 

age  Waterworks 

^lunicipal  (Council,  after 
preli(ninary  stages. 

B.  B,  Burger 

"  Kruis." 

L'CiL'    10 

Pipes  for  water- 

2(1 

HoMer  of  lirsl,   mortgage 

Montagu 

e  a  d  i  n  g    for 

declined    to    waive    his 

irrigitiou  and 
domestic   pur- 
poses 

preference  in  favour'  of 
Government,  and  outlay 
disproportionate    to   es- 
timated improved  value 
of  pro[)erty. 
Application    dropped     by 

A.  P.  Burger 

•'  Klipkuil.  " 

300 

Construction   of 

40 

applicant   after  ]irelim- 

Robertson 

Syphon,  &c. 

inary  stages. 
Engineer  reported  unfav- 

H. T.  Greet 

•■VLschkuil  aa'i 

de  Butf  els 

Rivier." 

Prince   Albert 

•J.IKK) 

Laying  Pipes  for 
irrigating  farm 

2(1 

ourably  upon  the  scheme 
Abandoned  by  applicant. 

Tj.  ,T.  Burger 

■■  Angora,  " 

i;.i  1(1(1 

Weira((d  Furrow 

4(1 

Robertson 

Security  insufficient. 

JI.    MfunKina   n/ius 

Lot    1.    Wolf 

KKI 

Da'iwuid  Furrow 

1(1 

Jakavula 

River,   King 
William's  Town 

No  reply  to  letter  asking 

C.  C.  Henkcl 

•■  The   Pines." 
Umtata 

\Vinduiill  Pump 

... 

for    further  particulars 
required. 

Ditto. 

H.  Roberts 

"GalteeMore." 
Vryburg 

Dam  and   Wells 

... 

Ditto. 

S.  Muller 

•'  Korhaans 

Drift." 

Uitenbage 

.lO 

Pipes  for  leading 
w  iter 

Ditto. 

P.  .f,  Viviers 

■  Paal    Huis," 
BeaufoitWest 

2,(1(1(1 

D.tiu      

Holder  of  first  mortgage 

1).  .T.  Booysen 

"Ije  Chasseur," 

liOO 

Dam      

... 

declined   to   waive   pre- 
ference    in     fav.jur    of 

Robertson 

Government. 

Ditto, 

B.  Enochsoii 

■  Zandbult," 

4.011(1 

Weir      

Farm  already  mortgaged  to 
(Government  Un  b.alance 
of  purch;ise  amount. 

No  reply  to  letter  asking 

L.  E.  Smit 

Kimberley 
"Welgemoed," 
Mafeking 

.")O0 

Dams   and    Well 

4(1 

J.  P.  Smit 

"  Louw  Kuil." 

211(1     Eidargement    of 

for   further    particulars 
required. 

Tarka. 

Dam 
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Name  iif 

Kairn  and 

Ai]]nunt. 

X.itiiir  ot 

'I'cdlL 

Remarks. 

Applicant. 

nivisioD. 

WorU. 

(years). 

Aliiiraysliuig  Mum 

,\liinaysbiirg 

')l«l 

I'urmw... 

L'o 

Transferred        lo       Local 

lipality 

Works   Loans  Act. 

Maraisburi,'   Jluiiiii 

Jlaraisburg  ... 

oOd 

Knlargement    of 

Application  dropped. 

Ijality 

Village  Dam 

J.  C.  BariKinl 

■  Koodoos 

Excavation       of 

No  reply   to  Utter  asking 

Rand. 

fountain     and 

foi^   further    particulars 

Viybmg 

leading    water 
to  Dani 

rcijuired. 

J.  S.  Kruger 

"  Ijeemvfon- 

Icin."  Allitrt 

I.VI 

Bakkies'     Pun))i 

•JO 

Abandoned  by  applicant. 

A.  J.  Kiiiger 

"  Elandsfon- 
toin,"  Albcrl 

1(1(1 

Windmill. VDajn 

L'O 

Application  willidrawii  by 
applicant  owing  to  pro- 
perly being  already 
niortgagetl. 

WellingtcpM    Miiiiici- 

Wellington  ... 

;!.( II  i( » 

Municipal  Water 

Transferred       to       Local 

pality 

ivorks 

Works  Loans  Act. 

li.  P.  le  Roiix 

•  (ianna  Aar." 
Vryburg 

j(MI 

Dam 

10 

Engineer  repoited  unfav- 
ourably upon  the  scheme 

J.  J.  Basson 

"  Leshwing.' 
Vryburg 

( i(  i(  1 

I'm  low... 

5 

Holder  of  first  mortgage 
declined  to  waive  pre- 
ference in  favour  of 
Government. 

J.  H.  L.  Xel 

"Kareebooni." 
and 

■■  Kareeboom 
Gebergtc." 
Calvinia 

:>(  K 1 

Dam  and  Furrow 

20 

Engineer  reported  un- 
favourably upon  the 
scheme. 

J'.  J.  AissLi- 

•■  Breekbccn 
Kolk, "Calvinia 

4(H) 

IJam      

•JO 

Security  insufficient. 

1*.  J.  V.  d.  llucvci... 

■JJoorDklool.  " 
Albert 

10(1 

Dam      

10 

Holder  of  first  mortgage 
declined  to  waive  pre- 
ference in  favour  of 
(iovernment. 

J.  E.  Xa»h 

"  AVakifall,- 
Jansenville 

I.IKHI 

Dam      

Temijorarilyabandoneil  l>y 
applicant. 

A.  H.  F.  Kriig.  1    ... 

■■  tiroen  Tlei," 
Fraserbiirg 

4.^(1 

No  leply  to  letter  asking 
for  compliance  with 
further  steps  required 
in  regard  to  redemption 
of  existing  mortgage. 

A.  H.  Maitlaml      ... 

•■Wateriall." 
Kimberley 

fi, 0(1(1 

Furrow 

Engineer  reported  un- 
favourably upon  the 
scheme  in  the  absence 
of  a  more  detailed  sur- 
vey, and  applicant  failed 
to  reply  to  inquiry  as  to 
whether  he  would  be 
willing  to  refund  cost 
of  survey  should (iovern- 
meiit  ultiinalcly  bc 
compelled  to  refuse  to 
grant  loan  applied  lor. 

E.  F.  Bacon 

"  Taailiosch- 
fontoin."  and 
"Philipsdalc," 
Hanover 

Ii-rigatinn  Works 

No  reply  to  letter  asking 
for  furl  her  ]>articulars 
required. 

Messrs.   I{ariia!<lt  A- 

••  .Mnragie."  iV 

1, •_'(>(  • 

Pi|)es  for  leading 

Consideration   of  applica- 

Barnard 

■Di;  Warnibad.' 

lo 

water 

tion    deferred     pending 

('niondale! 

I.-Wl 

rnrtlicr  jiro  f  essioiial 
advice. 

Jl.  Aid         

■(iiduk."   and 
•  Putpan," 

Vryl.Miri; 

;i.ooo 

Irrigation  Works 

Security  iiisiifticieiit. 

J,   \V.  I.imw 

••Oorlogsklonl.'' 
Calvinia 

l.L'OO 

Dam      

:.'o 

Loan  sanctioned,  but  pay- 
ment delayed  as  hitherto 
applicant  has  neglected 
to  forward  Transfer 
Deeds  of  ])roperty. 

P.  J.deVVcl 

Kui  Bridge 
Farnis.l.H.D.C, 

Qileenstown 

400 

WenaiidFuriow 

40 

Applicant  declined  to  take 
up  loan. 
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Xaiiii;  (if 

Faiin  and 

.\niouMl. 

Nature  of 

'r<;rm 

Applicant. 

Division. 

\V<,rks. 

(years). 

Remarks. 

L.  r.  V()rs(«r 

"(irootlontcin." 

"  Lceuwlxui 

tein,"  and 

•Diaai  Rivior." 

Middclbnig 

Irriij.ilion  Works 

No  reply  to  lelter  axking 
for  further  particuluru 
required. 

H.  P.v.d.Wcstlmizen 

"Kictfonluin." 

L'.dlKI 

Dam.      Furiipn:-, 

M 

Appllianl        rifugci;        in 

Hay 

.Vc. 

fierman  S.W.  .\friea 
since   AVar. 

A.  McDonal.l 

•  Druniinond," 

Quccnstown 

;  ioi  1 

I'liir  )\v... 

No  rciily  to  letter  a.sking 
for  further  particulars 
reipiiretl. 

J.  li.  Roux... 

"  Zeekoegat," 

Worcester 

■'ill  1 

Dam  iV  Opening 
Fountain 

III 

Ditto. 

S.  Krasmus... 

'Welgevonden.' 
Uitoidiago 

:',."ii  1 

Pipes  for  leading 
water 

-'II 

I'^ugineer  reported  ind'av- 
onralily  upon  the  scheme 

A.  J.  Beresloiil 

'•Lindislarnc," 

Cathcai't 

,"ii  i(  1 

Dam  and  l'"urro\v 

in 

,\ppli(:uit  has  not  yet 
obtained  transfer  frou» 
present   ownei 

V.  G.  .le  Villicis 

••(ii-ootPlaat." 
Abenkcn 

1 .1 II II 1 

Hydraulic    Rum 
and   Furrow 

'-'■"' 

Si-r\n-ity  insuttieient. 

Erl'-lioMcrs   at 

"  Loeriest'on 

IIMI 

.'Vermotor.s     and 

Held    in    abeyance,  owing 

Loeriesfuiil 

uiri 

tcin."Calvinia 

Fnri'ows 

lo  absence  of  provision 
of  lunds  liy  Parliament. 

J.  W.  Beziiideiilioiil 

"  Troin|)st'iin' 

l;Ml 

'I'odam  upPoort 

■_'ll 

Ditto. 

tcin,"Uitunhagi; 

S.  Minchiii  ... 

Portion  of 
■'  Rooi     Dam- 
me tje," 
MaCoking 

■-'.'ii ) 

Aerniotors     and 
Tank 

it 

Ditto. 

0.  A.  Oostliui.sen 

LotA.-Vogcl- 

struisleegte." 

Willowmorc 

1.1  Hill 

Enlargement   oC 
Dam 

a 

Ditto. 

—  llaubeiiheimci 

Klipdrift 

Dam      

Ditto. 

J.  H.  Solieltema 

•  Wanhoop." 
Uiiiondal'j 

■i.'jO 

Dams  and  Pipes 

Ditto. 

Oudtshooni  Muiiiii 

( kidUliourn  ... 

■Jl »,( 11 II 1 

Mnniri)ial  Water 

Ditto. 

pality 

Supply 

J.  Webb      ... 

"  J)oon," 

Cathcart 

Oil    Engine   and 
Pi|iing 

Ditto. 

M.  van  Niekeik 

■  Backhouse," 
Herbert 

I'll  III 

Dam      

411 

Ditto. 

H.  E.  Trollip 

"Beiiconsfield,' 
Miildcllinrg. 
and  2  farms 
in    Division 
of   Cradock 

1,1 11  III 

Completion      of 
Dams  i^;-  Wins 

2tl 

Ditto. 

C.  H.  Paulsen 

'•  Draaikraal." 

(Jalvinia 

Dam      

Ditto. 

ViyliurgMuuicip; 

iiit.y 

Vrylnirg 

ll'l.llllll 

Municipal  Water 
Supply 

ID 

Ditto. 

W.  C.  S.  Husseluiau 

"  Struiskolk." 

1 .1 II  >0 

Irrigation  Works 

Ditto. 

Fraserburg 

Willistoii       Munici- 

Williston     ... 

h;!I 

Construction    of 

Ditto. 

pality 

Reservoir  for 

Municipal  \\'ater 

Supply 

C.  Furrest  Rigg 

•'BonnieValc." 

."i.iiiiii 

Completion  of 

■_'ll 

Ditto. 

Swellciidam 

existing  Canal 

J.  B.  Leadi 

"  Brakkloof," 
Queeustown 

-1,111111 

to 
.'xKIIII 

Completion      of 
Dam 

Ditto. 

VdiU 

^iiduni  til  Kcliu'i 

1  of  liii;,'; 

tioii  lioans  ;i|)pln-i 

lor  bvit 

11 .1  i;ranted. 

Rev.  B.  P.  G.  Mar-    KakamasNtli., 
ehand  on  behalf  o f        G  ( irdonia 
Dutch  Reformed 
Church      Labour 
Colonies        Com- 
mittee i 


(j.iiild     Furrow... 


In  abeyance,  owing  to  no 
plans  or  estimates  having 
l)een  prepared  by  the 
pnmiotei's  for  insiicction 
and  report  in  accordaiico 
with  requirements  of 
Section  tin  of  Act  No.  ■■* 
of  1><77. 


Department  of   AgricuHure. 

Cape  Town.  17th  January.  I'JUo. 


W.    HA.MMOND    TUUKE, 
Acting  Under-Secretary  for  Agriculture. 
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APPENDIX    F. 

TREASURY    STATE^NIENT    OF    EOANS    UNDER    THE    IRRIGATION 

ACTS. 

The  Secretary, 

Agricultural  Commission. 

SiK, — As  proniised  to  the  Coimnissioii,  I  enclose  licrewith  a  Statement  in  coimection 
with  Loans  nncter  the  Irrigation  Acts. 

The  Statement  does  not  inclnde  any  applicalidus  wliicli  may  have  liecn  received 
hy  the  Agricnltnral  Department,  and  not  advised  tn  the  Treasury. 

I  ha\e  the  iionour  to  be, 

\  our  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  A.  COLLARD, 

Assistant  Treasurer. 
Jamiary  I8tli,  1905. 

Statement  of   Luaxs   ixdeu   the   1i;ki<.atI(i.n   Ait:^  as  ox 
olsT  December,  1904. 

Amount  Authorised       ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  £4ni.lfi() 

Less  expenses  connected  witli  the  raising  of  the  Loans  ...  21,840 

Total  available  ...  ...  ...  £379,320 

Loans  Issued,  Promised,  and  Awaiting  Decision  : 

To Agricultural  Farmers  ...  ...  ...  ...         £27,-509 

Municipalities     ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  184.623 

Irrigation  Boards  ...  ...  ...  ...  32,98o 


£24.5,117 
Balance  of  ihc  Act  ...  ...  ...  1.34,203 


£379,320 


WM.  A.  COLl.ARD, 

Assistant  Treasiu'cr. 

APPENDIX    C;. 

COPY  OF  A  REPORT  PRESENTED  TO  HIS  EXCEI>LENCY  THK 
GOVERNOR  PRIOR  TO  THE  ICSTABLTSHMENT  OF  THE 
TRANSVAAL    DEI^ARTMENT    OF    AGRICULTURE. 


To  His    lOxcellcucy    Viscount   Milner,   G.C.B.,   etc.,   etc. 

VoUl!     lOxCEI.LEXCY, 

I  liave  the  lioudur  to  present  to  your  l''>\cellcncy  the  foUowiiig  i-e])ort, 
pl'eiiared  in  pursuance  to  your  li\(;ellency"s  instnietions,  relatixelo  the  forniing  of  a 
pchcnie  for  tlic  Agi'icultural  Administration  of  tlu-  Transvaal  and  ( )range  River  Colonics. 

In  tiie  first  place  1  wdiild  urge  upon  youi'  iOxcelleney  tlie  necessity  for  establishing 
forthwith  a  thoroughly  eHicient  Lnpartnient  of  Agriculture. 

At  present  all  is  confusion,  and  it  is  important  that  this  should  be  renu-dicd  as 
Boon  as  jtossible,  so  that  duplication  ni.ay  be  avoided,  and  all  matters  relating  to  agri- 
culture can  be  referred  to  one  s])ecially  constituted  department,  whieli  would  We  in  a 
tiosition  to  deal  with  them  pinniptly  and  eflei^tivcly  as  occasion  arises. 

The  farmers  would  alsu  feel  that  their  interests  were  being  attended  lo,  and  that 
thev  had  a  deparliiu'ut  to  wiiich  they  could  turn  b)r  information  or  assistance. 

The  need  of  sueli  a  deiiartnient  was  expei'ienced  even  luider  the  old  rf(iiiii(\  for 
many  petitions  were  addressed  to  the  Volksraad  upon  the  sidijeet,  and  draft  regulatiouH 
for  the  formation  of  a  "  Department  of  Agricultui-e  and  Cattle  l?reeding  "  had  actually 
been  published  a  short  time  before  the  eonnneneenuMit  of  the  war. 

Experience  has  clearly  pioved  that  those  countries  which  have  been  best  pro\  ided 
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for  in  tin's  rcspot^t  juc  tlidse  wliicli  Imve  iii;ulc  llie  f;i(;iit,cst  ))r(>jjre«is  in  agriciiitiiral 
matters,  and  whidi  ocfuipy  tlic  most  ])r(iiiiiiicnt  positions  ;is  ri'ffards  tlic  development 
of  tlie  resources  of  the  soil.  At  the  present  lime  Demniirk,  tlie  I'liited  States  cd' 
Ameriea,  ('iiii;id:i,  (iermany  and  Ilimeai'v  ai-e  all  nohiliie  ("Namples  of  what  ean  he 
aecon)plished  hy  wisely  directed  state  aid.  aetiiii;'  in  eonjimetioii  "ith  private 
enterprise. 

Great  Britain  ean  hardly  he  cited  in  tliis  connection,  heeause  there  a  lar<jc 
proportion  of  the  woi-k  whi(;h  has  usually  heen  ])ei'torme(l  hv  the  Stiitr;  in  other 
countries  Inis  Ixen  uiideit:iken  liy  pri\ate  iridixiduals  m-  societies,  such  !i>  the  chissic 
lesenrehes  of  Lawes  Mild  (iilhert  ;il  Kotharusted,  the  eneour:ifi;emenl  alinrded  liy  the 
ijrcat  landowners,  and  hy  the  ('tt'orts  of  tlie  Koyal  and  otiier  a^^i-icultural  societies. 

The  j)resent  would  ap])ear  to  present  a  unicpie  opportunity  for  organizinj;  an 
Agricultural  De])artment  which  would  be  on  a  par  with  the  best  of  those  already- 
existing,  and  I  sincerely  trust  youi-  lOxeelleney  will  see  your  way  to  undertaking  it. 
Such  a  Dej);irtment  would  serve  as  the  centre  of  the  agricultiual  interest  of  South 
Africa,  su]i])osing  the  various  IJritish  Colonicis  be  ultim:ttelv  I'ederatiMl,  or,  in  tlie 
mciintime,  as  a  most  valuable  object  lesson,  ;iiid  incentive  to  them  as  they  at  present  exist. 

Another  great  advantage  whieh  would  nccrue  from  the  Dejiartment  being  esta})lished 
under  the  present  rcgiinc  would  be  that  the  foundati(jn  could  be  laid  so  broad  and  deep 
that  when  representative  (rovernment  is  inaugurated  the  De])arlment  will  be  foimd 
to  be  doing  such  good  work,  and  so  tiiinly  entrenched  in  public  esteem,  tliMt  it  cannot 
be  tampered  with,  and  nnist  of  necessity  be  liberally  su|)ported. 

The  duties  which  should  be  undertaken  b)'  the  L)e|  aitmeiit  (d  Ag.  icultiire  are 
nianifold  and  diversified. 

In  countries  possessing  representative  Government,  other  ini]iort;nit  duties,  such 
as  regulations  relnting  to  public  health,  quarantine,  patents,  trade  marks,  mining,  ami 
commerce  and  industry  generaUy  are  fretpiently  committed  to  the  charge  of  tlie 
Minister  of  Agricidtiire  ;  but  these  duties,  though  they  are  such  as  may  be  use! nil \- 
entrusted  to  one  and  the  same  minister,  form  distinct  de])artmcnts  of  their  own,  and 
need  not  be  considered  here. 

Confining  our  attention  to  the  organization  and  functions  of  what  may  be  termc(l 
the  Department  of  Agriciiltiue  proper. 

The  aim  of  the  r)e])artment  should  be  t :>  further  the  iiitcre>t  of  the  farmer  bv 
every  means  within  its  power,  and  to  lenchu'  ihe  country  as  jiroductive  as  possible. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  agriculture  of  the  Transvaal  has  been  in  a  de](loiaiile 
condition,  and  the  country  has  nc^t  furnished  sufHcient  or  scarcely  any  agrieidlural 
product  to  supply  the  home  markets,  and  meat,  milk,  butter,  timber,  fruit,  mealies  (all  of 
which  could  be  jiroduced  at  home),  have  to  be  ini])orted  from  abroad. 

To  be  completely  successful,  an  Agricultural  Department  sliould  keep  closely 
in  touch  with  those  it  is  intended  to  serve,  for  its  power  for  good  will  largely  depend 
upon  the  understanding  which  exists  between  it  and  the  farmer. 

It  is  true  that  farmers  are  often  slow  to  realise  the  liearing  and  importance  cd' 
the  efforts  being  made  upon  their  behalf,  but  once  it  is  brought  home  to  them  that  the 
measures  being  taken  are  for  their  good,  and  that  the  work  put  forth  is  sound  and 
reliable,  they  will  apjireciate  it  thtn'oughly. 

On  the  other  hand,  no  one  is  quicker  to  discern  and  discredit  crude  or  impracticable 
schemes  projected  by  well-meaning  but  imperfectly  informed  amateurs. 

The  Department  sliould  be  as  readily  accessible  and  as  destitute  of  red  tape  as 
possible  ;  incjuiries  should  be  encouraged  and  promptly  attended  to  ;  it  should  see 
everything,  hear  everything,  so  as  to  appreciate  the  needs  of  the  country,  and  he  in  a 
position  to  co-operate  with  the  fanners  in  carrying  out  any  neccessary  reforms  or 
unjn-ovenients. 

One  of  the  primary  duties  of  the  Department  would  be  tiie  lormulation  and 
administration  of  laws  and  regulations  upon  subjects  relating  to  agriculture,  and 
designed  to  protect  and  assist  the  farmer,  siudi  as  laws  relating  to  the  sale  and 
adulteration  of  foodstufls  and  fertilizers,  the  prevention  of  animal  and  plant  diseases, 
the  prevention  of  veld  and  f<jrest  fires,  the  improvement  of  means  of  tians|)oif,  fencing, 
irrigation,  water-rights,  the  inspection  of  cowsheds,  ])iiblic  markets  and  ai>attoirs.  the 
the  destruction  of  vermin,  the  importation  of  disease  from  abroad,  etc.,  etc. 

The  Department  should  act  as  an  intelligence  bureau  ;  it  should  keep  in  touch 
with  all  that  is  going  on  in  foreign  ccnintries  as  regards  agricudtural  administration, 
and  with  the  progress  and  develo]imeiit  of  agi-icultural  science  and  practice. 

It  should  keep  informed  of  the  conditit)ns  and  requirements  of  markets  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  should  be  in  a  position  to  inform  the  farmeis  upon  all  facts  relating  to 
their  industry  ;  to  point  out  new  methods  and  discoveries  by  which  they  may  increase 
their  returns  and  lessen  the  cost  of  production. 
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The  Di'jiarlnient  should  also  publish  information  on  the  prospects  of  the  coilntry 
for  intcniling'  emigrants,  and  jirepare  agricultural  exhibits  for  international  exhibitions, 
and  so  forth. 

In  a  new  country  like  tiiis  it  is  ol)vious  that  the  Department  -will  at  tirst  have  to 
imdertake  many  duties  «hich,  in  a  more  settled  country,  are  left  to  private  enterprise, 
such  as  the  promotion  of  agricultural  shows,  and  farmers"  clubs,  and  of  breed  societies 
for  the  legistration  of  j)ure  bred  stock,  of  co-operative  associations  for  the  purchase  of 
foodstuffs  and  fertilizers,  implements,  seeds,  etc.,  and  for  the  sale  of  agricultural 
produce. 

Stejis  will  also  have  to  Ije  taken  to  establish  creameries,  tobacco  and  bacon 
curing,  fruit  drying,  canning  and  preserving  establishments,  and  to  assist  in  providing 
facilities  for  cold  storage,  for  the  prompt  transit  of  milk,  meat,  fniit,  and  other 
perishable  products  by  rail,  etc. 

In  endeavouring  to  accomplish  the  above-mentioned  improvements,  the  Department 
should  be  careful  not  to  extend  the  principle  of  State  aid  and  interference  to  too  great 
lengths,  but  it  should  do  its  best  to  enlist  the  co-opci-ation  of  private  individuals  and 
societies,  and  to  encourage  them  to  act  u])on  their  own  initiative  as  much  as  i>ossible. 

The  ideal  condition  of  affaiis  is  a  combinati(ni  of  State  and  individual  effort,  such 
as  obtains  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  in  France,  Avhere  the  State  provides  a 
share  of  the  funds  and  exercises  a  certain  amount  of  supervision,  and  the  members  of 
the  society  carry  out  the  details,  and  arc  responsible  for  the  success  of  the 
undertaking. 

With  regard  to  the  introduction  of  new  laws  and  regulations,  these  should  be  led 
up  to  gradually,  so  that  the  ))eople  may  be  prepared  for  them,  and  brought  to  realise 
the  necessity  for  their  imposition. 

To  attempt  to  introduce  a  series  of  sudden  and  drastic  reforms  would  arouse  a 
spirit  of  irritation  and  antagonism  which  would  be  greatly  to  be  deplored  at  the 
present  juncture. 

With  regard  to  specific  recommendations  for  the  proposed  Department,  I  would 
humbly  suggest  that  the  Department  should  include  both  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  River  Colony  within  its  scope,  and  that  it  should  be  so  constituted  that, 
presuming  the  British  possessions  in  South  Africa  to  be  federated  later  on,  it  would 
form  a  central  department  for  the  whole  of  British  South  Afi-ica. 

Such  a  consummation  would  be  desirable  in  many  ways.  A  single  central 
institution  would  Ijc  more  liberally  supported  and  rendered  far  more  efficient  than 
a  numlier  of  imperfectly  equipped  smaller  ones  :  much  du})licating  and  overlapping 
would  be  avoided  and  concerted,  and  therefore  ett'ective  and  economical  action  would 
be  possible  throughout  the  whole  of  the  federated  Colonies. 

Local  affairs  and  local  problems  might  be  administered  and  investigated  by  the 
individual  Colonies  in  much  the  same  way  as  obtains  in  the  United  States,  Canada, 
and  India,  and  in  some  of  the  Eiu'opean  countries,  where  each  state,  province,  or  other 
political  division  has  its  own  local  agricidtuial  de])artment. 

The  desirability  of  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colonies  working  in  concert 
as  regards  agricidtural  matters  was  recognised  by  agricutural  unions  of  both  countries, 
who,  prior  to  the  connnencement  of  the  war,  were  negotiating  for  an  amalgamation  of 
the  two  societies. 

Land  SETTJ.KMiiN  r. 

With  regard  to  land  settlement,  1  should  feel  inclined  to  allow  the  Land  Hoard 
to  remain  as  it  is  until  the  Agricultural  Department  is  definitely  established  and  in 
working  order. 

The  Board  could  then  l^e  abolished,  antl  its  duties  transferred  to  a  s])ccially- 
constitutcd  sub-department  of  the  Department,  with  a  responsible  permanent  official 
at  the  head. 

Repajkiatiox. 

Repatriation  being  ol'  a  temporary  and  exceptional  character,  should  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  present  board,  who  arc  also  doing  good  work,  and  niay  safely 
l)c  trusted  to  sec  it  through. 

All  breeding  stock,  etc.,  needed  by  the  Agricultural  Department  shoidd  be 
transferred  to  it  as  occasion  i'e([uires.  The  following  divisions  of  the  Dei)artnient 
heed  constituting  at  once  : — 

1.    What,  I'or  want  of  a  better  name,  may  lie  called  the  Secretarial. 

This  would  include  the  Secretary  and  other  officials  and  inspectors,  whofc 
business  it  would  be  to  organize  and  carry  out  the  miscpilaneous  duties  already 
pnumerated. 

i!.  Veterinary  Division.  Diseases  amongst  animals  in  this  country  arc  liotli 
numerous  and  virulent,  and,   if   jirompt   and   stringent   measures  be   not  taken  to  cope 


vitli  them,  tlic  lossfs  will    lie   ciioi-iikhis.  mikI    llic    cdort-    now  liciii;^    iiiadi-   In  slock  ijie 
i-()iiiitiy  alnsli  will  lie  utterly  (Icfcalcd,  mid  llic  larincis  dislicailfiicd,  ij'  not  niinwl. 

The  work  of  tlie  Division  will  i'all  natiiiallv  iindci'  li\c  heads  : — 

("}  'i'hf  investifjation  of  disease. 

(/')   The  preventioti  of  disease  hv  iiioculal  ion  and  oilier  Ie>  of  Irealineiit. 

{(■)  The  extiijiatioii  of  eontauions  disease  \iy  isolation  ami  re>lrielioii  of  move- 
ment of  stock  within  the  country,  an<i  hy  inspeclion  and  ijnarantine  (if  necessary; 
of  all  animals  entering  the  cunntr>. 

{f/)   The  inspection  of  markets,  abattoirs  and  eo\vshed». 

(f)  The  supervision  of  the  arrangements  made  for  the  transit  oi  auimals  by  rail. 

I  should  like  to  point  out  that  the  jiresent  art'ords  an  almost  unique  ()i)))ortiinitv 
for  stamping  out  contagious  diseases,  because  of  the  very  limiteil  amount  of  stock  now 
in  the  country. 

Division-  ok  Cmemistuv. 

This  Division  should  be  ])rei)ared  l(j  undertake  analysis  of  all  kinds. 

At  present  vciy  little  is  known  of  the  chemical  com|io>ition  of  ihe  soil  of  the 
Transvaal,  and  it  is  very  necessary  that  these  should  l)e  ihoroughlv  investigated. 
It  is  impoitant  also  that  water  intended  for  inigalion  pnr])oses  should  be  analvsed 
before  entering  upon  any  large  undertaking.  In  order  lo  make  certain  that  it  contain^ 
no  deleterious  salts,  etc. 

It  is  probable  that  artificial  manures  and  |nn-eluiscd  feeding  stufl's  will  be  largelv 
used  in  the  near  future,  and  it  will  he  necessary  to  provide  facilities  for  testing  these 
so  that  their  merits  may  be  determined,  and  the  farmers  know  exactly  what  they  are 
using. 

.Steps  will  also  have  to  be  taken  to  formulate  regulations  respecting  the  sale 
of  those  articles,  and  a  system  of  iuspection  instituted,  in  order  to  protect  the 
consumer  from  heing  imposed  upon  bv  unscrupulous  manufacluiers  and  dca'crs. 

The  system  of  foodstuffs  and  fertilizers  control  in  vogue  in  Jvcvv  York  State 
(U.S.A.)  is  {)rohal)ly  one  of  the  best  yet  instituted,  and  I  should  recommend  its 
adoption,  in  a  modifieil  form,  in  this  countr)-. 

The  De])aitment  would  also  have  to  devise  experiments  and  to  instruct  the 
farmers  in  a  j)ro])er  manner  of  manuring  their  crops,  of  feeding  their  stock,  and 
so  forth. 

Division  of  Soils. 

The  study  of  soil,  as  such  of  soil  physics  and  soil  management,  is  attracting  great 
attention  among  scientific  men.  both  in  Europe  and  America,  and  is  undoubtedlv 
a  very  promising  field  of  investigation,  particularly  in  countries  like  this,  where  so 
little  is  known  as  to  proper  methods  of  working  the  soil,  and  where  it  is  extremely 
important  to  conserve  moisture  as  much  as  possible. 

Tlie  soils  of  the  country  should  be  systematically  investigated,  and  their 
capabilities  determined. 

Irrigation  is  likely  to  be  largely  extended  in  this  country,  and  our  many  problems 
connected  with  the  api)lication  of  water  to  the  soil  which  needs  attentions. 

Tliis  division  would  work  in  conjunction  with  the  chemist  on  the  one  hand,  and 
a  geologist  on  the  other. 

Geolo(;v. 

The  geological  survey  of  a  covuitry  like  the  Transvaal,  where  the  mining  interest 
is  so  great,  may  possibly  be  considered  important  enough  to  form  a  separate 
department,  though  geology  is  a  science  which  so  intimately  concerns  agriculture 
that  it  might  well  be  included  within  the  scope  of  the  Agricultural  Department. 

lltRIGATlOX. 

This  is  a  subject  which  has  been  so  exhaustively  dealt  with  i)y  Mr.  Wilcox 
in  his  recent  report  that  I  need  not  dwell  upon  it  beyond  stating  that  it  is  most 
important  that  stations  for  the  registry  of  the  rainfall,  tempi'rature,  etc.,  should  at 
once  be  systematically  established  throughout  the  country  :  such  data  would  be  very 
valuable  for  hydraulic  engineers  in  connection  with  water  supply,  irrigation  works, 
etc.,  for  farmers,  and  for  Officers  of  Public  Health. 

As  to  organizing  a  complete  Meteorological  Department,  uhieli  would  prepare 
and  issue  forecasts,  etc.,  this  is  a  subject  which  needs  further  consideration,  and 
might  well  be  allowed  to  stand  ovvr  until  other  and  more  pressing  matters  arc 
arranged. 

Statistics. 

As  soon  as  possible  measures  should  be  taken  to  organize  a  system  whereby 
statistics  relating  to  the  agriculture  of  the  country  might  be  coUected  and  established. 
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ExTo'Mol.dllV. 

Tlie  ravages  wroiii;lit  hy  iiijuiious  insects  in  tiiis  eountry  arc  alaiiuing,  and  there 
is  great  need  for  a  Krst-ratc  entomologist,  who  could  investigate  their  life  history  and 
devise  methods  for  warding  off  then-  attacks,  or,  better  still,  for  their  complete 
destruction. 

Botanical  Depaut.aient. 

This  would  be  split  uj)  into  six  divisions  : 
(«)   Botany,  systematic  and  general. 
{b)  Plant  physiology  and  pathology. 

(c)  Agi'ostology. 

(d)  .Seed  and  plant  introduction. 

(e)  Horticulture. 
(J)  Forestry. 

The  duties  of  this  Department  would  be  to  investigate  and  determine  the  merits 
of  economic  ])lants  at  ])resent  existing  in  the  country,  to  obtain  and  ])ul)lish  information 
regarding  poisonous  plants  and  weeds,  and  to  endeavour  to  discover  methods  for  their 
extirpation.  It  would  also  investigate  problems  connected  with  ])lant  nutrition  and 
diseases,  and  take  steps  to  cope  with  the  latter. 

Measiu'es  also  have  to  be  taken  to  guard  against  the  importation  of  fimgoid  and 
other  diseases  and  injurious  weeds,  etc.,  from  abroad.  Another  important  part  of  its 
duties  would  be  the  introduction  of  promising  varieties  of  seeds  and  plants  from  other 
parts  of  the  world,  with  a  view  to  determining  their  suitability  or  otherwise  for  this 
country  ;  and  the  laising  of  new  and  improved  varieties  of  plants  by  selection  and  cross 
fertilization,  a  most  promising  and  truly  scientific  line  of  work.  Agristology,  i.e.,  the 
study  of  grasses  and  forage  plants,  will  be  an  imjjortant  branch  of  the  department,  for 
the  im])rovement  of  the  veld  ;  the  treatment  of  poor  light  soils  so  as  to  render  them 
capable  of  ])roducing  cro])S  or  carrying  stock  :  the  introduction  of  grasses,  and  other 
plants,  ca])able  of  withstanding  the  heat  of  summer  and  the  cold  and  drought  in  winter, 
are  problems  of  vital  importance  to  the  country. 

The  horticulturist  would  have  to  obtain  and  publish  information  relative  to  fruit 
growing ;  to  study  different  varieties  of  fruit  and  their  adaptability  to  various  localities ; 
to  obtain  and  test  new  varieties  from  al)road  ;  to  improve  existing  varieties  and  to  in- 
struct fruit  growers  on  the  best  system  of  management  and  marketing. 

The  contlucting  of  a  seed-testing  station,  framed  somewhat  on  the  liiu's  of  those  at 
Zurich  and  at  Washington,  and  the  emjiloxnicnt  of  experts  to  supervise  special 
branches,  such  as  tobacco  growing,  etc.,  would  be  included  in  the  duties  of  this 
division. 

Fdirstrj/. — The  duties  of  the  sub-division  of  Forestry  arc  so  ol)\  ions  as  to  scarcely 
need  desciption  :  they  would  be  to  study  the  haliits  of  the  various  trees,  to  collect  and 
publish  information  regarding  them,  and  to  conduct  investigations  with  respect  to 
methods  of  planting,  felling,  disposal,  and  general  forest  management. 

The  Forester  would  be  eiitnisted  with  the  charge  of  the  woods  and  forests  upon 
Government  lands  :  he  woidd  arrange  for  the  afforestation  of  waste  lands,  and  by  pro- 
viding suitable  trees  from  the  Government  nurseries  at  chea])  rates,  would  do  his  best  to 
encourage  settlers  to  ])lant  trees  upon  their  holdings  for  shelter  and  for  production  of  fuel 
and  timber  for  their  own  use.  He  would  also  undertake  the  planting  of  grounds  surround- 
ing schools  and  othei'  ]  ubiic  buildings.  The  prevention  of  forest  fires  and  of  the 
reckless  destructi(jn  of  timber  and  scrub,  which  is  at  present  jtroceeding  unchecked,  ai'c 
subjects  which  re(iuire  innnediate  attention. 

I'lIIU-R  ATIOXS. 

ll  will  lie  necessary  to  make  arrangements  for  cdltiug.  pnlilisMiig,  and  circulating 
information  for  the  benefit  ol'tlie  farmers. 

On  till'  whole  I  am  not  in  faxour  of  issuing  a  joiniial  oi'  ollii'i-  pei'iodical  at  t(i(( 
short  intervals,  'Jhere  is  always  a  ditticultv  in  ensiU'ing  a  rcgidar  suj)|)ly  of  suitable 
material  of  a  reliable  and  non-controversial  character,  such  as  shoidd  a])pear  in  a  (iov- 
ei'nment  i)td)licatien.  In  I  lie  present  case  this  Avould  be  particularly  so,  because 
ngricidlure  in  the  Transvaal  lias  been  conducted  on  such  |iriniiti\  e  lines  that  theie  is 
very  little  material  to  draw  u])<iri. 

There  is  an  opening  for  a  po|)ulai',  u]i-t()-dat('  agricultur;d  paper,  iiut,  for  obvious 
reasons,  that  should  ]<('  left  to  private  enterprise.  As  a  mallei-  of  fact,  the  daily  papers 
have  ali-cady  interested  themselves  in  the  subject,  and  one  of  tlimi  has  inaugurated  a 
scries  of  weekly  letters  on  agricidtural  topics. 

As  an  alternative,  I  would  suggest  the  issu(^  of  a  c()m|)rehensi\  e  and  carefully  pre- 
pared i|iiailcrly.  or  even,  amiuaJ  report,  containing  an  account  of  the  working  of  the 
Department  dining  the  year,  together  with  statistical  antl  othei'  details  relating  to  the 
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agriciiltiirc  of  lliis    mid   ollioi'   coiinlricM.  ami    a    few  :irl  ic|r~    on    f<iil]ji'cts    nf   (i    s|)ccliil 
interest  ))y  acknowledoed  ('x])crts. 

Tlie  annuiil  reports  issued  by  the  U.S.A.  and  Canada,  ami  liie  .Journals  of  llie 
lioyal  Agricnltnral  Society  of  J<>nfi;la,nd  will  serve  lo  illustrate  niv  nieaniiii";  :  and 
V)ulletins  sliouid  he  |)id)lislied  as  matter  l)e(^onies  avaiiahle,  and  il  mif^lit  also  lie  advis- 
able  to  issue  a  series  of  leaH(^ts  (bMliiij;  clearly  and  concisely  witli  \arious  |)liase-  id' 
a<jricultnral  [iraetise,  and  explainiiii;'  liie  elcinentai-y  |)rinci|)lcs  of  science  undcrhinfj  the 
avt. 

LniiiAwv. 

It  is  ini|)ossiblc  to  ]ii'i>cecd  without  liooks  of  rcfci-rru'i',  and  tiic  foMiidalions  of  a 
o'ood  af>i'icultur:d  library  should  ))c  established  forthwith.  Such  a  libi'ary  should  con- 
tain as  complete  a  collection  ns  jxissible  <j|  works  relatinj;'  lo  afiricullui-e  and  aliii-d 
subjects  ;  of  the  proceedings  of  agricultural  and  scientific  societies  ;  and  of  the  current 
agricultural  literature  of  the  world,  all  of  which  should  be  filed  and  kept  for  ndVicncc. 

AGUICULTtli.VI-    El>U(ATI()N. 

This  is  an  imjiortant  subject,  and  one  which  will  need  cardul  coMsidcration. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  long  a  complete  system  of  agrieultui-al  education,  such 
as  obtains  in  leading  countries  of  lOurope  and  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  will  \m 
established  ;  but  the  question  of  collegiate  and  higlier  education  might  well  be  allowed 
to  stand  over  for  a  little  while  until  other  ami  more  pressing  affairs  ha\e  been  dealt 
with. 

The  fii'st  point  to  ho  attendcil  to  is  to  devise  some  means  of  instructing  the  numbei'^ 
of  men,  many  of  whom  have  a  veij  limited  knowledge  of  agriculture,  who  are  now  (com- 
mencing farming  in  this  comitr}'. 

Tliis  can  be  achieved  through  the  following  agencies  :  — 

(a)  By  means  of  an  agricultural  journal,  bulletins,  and  leaflets  ](ublished  by  the 
Department. 

(/>)  By  means  of  farmers'  clubs  or  instittites,  which  should,  if  necessary,  be  pro- 
moted and  organized  in  the  first  instance  l)y  the  Department,  and  whose  meeting  should 
be  atteniled  by  specially  qualified  speakers,  who  would  deli\  er  lectures  and  initiate 
discussions  upon  subjects  of  immediate  importance  to  farmers. 

((•)  By  means  of  agricultural  shows. 

\tl)  Th  '  expeiimental  farms  would  also  prove  exceedingly  useful  in  this  respect 
as  object  lessons,  and  it  might  also  lie  possible  to  hold  short,  popular,  and  strictly 
technical  courses  upon  them  during  the  slack  seasons  of  the  year  nijon  such  sul)jects  at 
dairy,  bus'  andry,  creamery  management,  cheese  making,  veterinary  science,  lilack- 
smithing,  carpentry,  hai-ness-making,  etc.  The  idea  being  to  afford  sucli  instructions 
as  will  directly  apply  to  ordinary  every-day  life  upon  the  farm. 

(<')  It  might  also  lie  advisable  to  organize  a  kind  of  peri))atetic  insi ruction, 
whereby  exjierts  could  be  emj)loyed  ti  visit  the  most  ])opulous  of  the  newly-formed 
settlements,  and  instruct  the  settlers  with  regard  to  points  of  jiractice  jiectdiar  to  the 
country,  and  so  forth. 

(/)  Later  on  it  might  be  possible  to  arrange  for  a  series  of  co-operative  experi- 
ments Ti])on  the  growth  of  crops,  effects  of  manure,  etc.  These  have  jiroved  very 
successful  in  Ontario  (Canada),  and  farmers  have  become  keenly  interested  in  them. 

Experimental  Farm.s. 

It  is  necessary  that  a  number  of  exjjcrimental  farms  be  at  once  estalilishcd. 
These  farms  should  lie  so  located  as  to  cover  the  country  as  completely  as  possiiile  and 
u])on  sites  ])ossessing  conditions  of  soil  and  climate  fairly  re|)resentatiyc  of  the  agricul- 
tural land  of  the  district  they  are  intended  to  serve. 

The  aim  in  conducting  the  farm  should  be  the  pi-oviding  of  object  lessons  for  tlie 
farmers.  For  this  purpose  they  should  be  jiroperly  cipiijiped,  and  as  comidcte  as  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  be. 

Associated  with  the  farm  should  be  dairies,  jioultry  yards,  fruit  and  vegetable 
gardens,  orchards,  etc.  They  should  be  conducted  entirely  for  educational  and  experi- 
mental purposes,  and  every  effort  should  i>e  madt^  to  make  them  interesting  and 
instructive. 

For  instance,  such  matters  as  the  following  should  be  thoroughly  investigateil  and 
demonstrated  according  to  the  light  of  modern  science. 

The  best  method  of  letting  land  and  preparing  it  for  the  growth  of  ciojis,  includ- 
ing the  different  systems  of  irrigation,  the  use  of  fertilizers,  the  date  of  sowing  the 
different  crops,  the  amount  of  seed  to  use,  the  best  methods  of  cultivating  and  harvest- 
ing, the  selection,  breeding,  and  management  of  stock. 

Extensive  trials  should  lie  conducted  with  a  view  to  determining  the  best 
varietiesof  crops,  and  these  which  appear  particularly  jiromising  should  be  cultivated  upon 
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an  extended  soale.  and  the  seed  distributed  in  small  <|uantiti('s   amongst  the  f.armers  for 
further  tests. 

Exactly  the  same  eourse  should  lie  pursued  with  ic<;ard  to  li\csto(d<.  A  tlioroug!i 
supervision  must  be  exercised  over  the  whole  of  the  Farms,  ami  records  of  all  the 
operations  and  experiments  performed  u]>on  them  earerully  kepi. 

Famiers  slioidd  be  encourageLl  to  visit  the  farms,  and  at  certain  seasons  id'  the 
year  special  I'aihvay  facilities  should  be  granted  for  so  doing. 

The  most  suitable  sites  for  four  farms  to  serve  the  'rtans\aal  wnuld  appear  ic.  he 
at  Potehefsti'oom.  and  in  the  neighbourhoods  of  Stiiulci  ton.  Uiisienlnirg  and  X\  |s|i(.<iiii 
respectively. 

The  ()rFici.\Ls. 

The  success  or  failure  of  a  department  will  chiefly  depend  upon  the  characlcr  oi' 
the  men  who  compose  it,  and  the  suppoi't  which  they  are  accorded. 

The  leading  agricultural  departments  ha\('  long  recognised  this  fact,  and  have 
devoted  great  attention  to  the  securing  of  suitable  officials  ;  indeed,  the  American 
Minister  of  AgricuUure  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  this  is  one  of  the  greatest  diflicxdties 
which  he  had  to  contend  with. 

Unfortunately  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  many  of  our  Colonies,  which  appear  to 
liave  proceeded  upon  the  principle  that  no  ]iartic\dar  training  or  qnalifieations  are 
needed  to  fit  a  man  for  a  post  in  their  department,  with  the  result  that  officials  have 
frequently  simply  been  transferred  from  other  offices  or  have  been  appointed  because 
of  their  widespread  an<l  varied  experience,  much  of  which  has  perhaps  been  entirely 
fiireign  to  agriculture. 

Again,  it  lias  often  happened  amongst  our  Colonial  departments  that  a  class  of 
very  imperfectly  trained  men  have  been  ap])ointed  to  scientific  posts,  mere  amateurs, 
possessing  a  smattering  of  many  tlungs,  Itut  a  ihdinite  knowledge  of  none,  and  entirelv 
df-stitute  of  scientific.'  method  or  instincts. 

These  persons  are  a  source  of  great  danger,  and  should  be  studiously  avoided,  for, 
l)esides  being  incajjable  of  performing  good  work,  they  are  quite  competent  of  lioing 
an  infinity  of  harm  by  ignorant  and  misleading  advice,  and  may  serve  to  liring  the 
whole  Department  to  disre])ute. 

The  selection  of  officials  is  of  particular  importance  at  the  present  juncture,  because 
they  will  set  a  standard,  so  to  speak,  and  establish  the  traditions  of  the  Department. 

Head  of  Dei'ai;tmext. 

The  head  of  the  Department  should  possess  a  thorougli  knowledge  both  of  the 
science  and  practice  of  agriculture,  he  should  be  widely  read  in  agricidtnral  literature. 
and  shoidd  be  abreast  of  the  developments  of  agricultural  science  and  i-esearch. 

He  shoidd  also  have  been  trained  in  the  administration  of  agricultural  attSiirs,  and 
^^hould  have  a  com])rehensive  and  precise  knowledge  of  the  lines  on  which  the  agricid- 
tnral departments  of  various  countries,  and  particuhirly  of  France,  Germany,  Denmark, 
and  last! V,  but  not  least,  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  are  organized  and  conducted. 

The  ideal  head  shduld  lie  tactful  in  his  dealings  with  men,  and  sliould  be  callable 
of  erdisting  the  syHqiathy  and  support  alike  ol  his  suliordinates  in  the  office,  and  of  the 
fai'iners  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

The  necessity,  or  rather,  \ital  im]joitan(!e,  of  these  varied  qualifications  will  be 
realized  when  it  is  understood  that  the  head  of  the  De]iartment  will  have  to  organize 
the  Department  from  the  very  begimiing,  to  a))point  and  nominate  the  various  officials 
connected  with  it,  to  roruHilate  a  general  course  of  action,  to  familiarize  himself  with 
the  agrieultuial  conditions  of  the  country,  to  i'ecei\e  suggestions  and  advice,  to  weigh 
evi(h'nce,  and  to  determine  what  steps  ai'c  or  are  not  in-gent  or  advisable. 

The  head  should  be  directly  responsible  for  tiie  working  of  the  whole  Department, 
and.  until  re])i-csentative  Government  is  instituted,  slnndd  have  a  seat  on  the  I'jxecu- 
tive  Council. 

The  i|ualiti<'al  icins  oI'iIk'  heads  ol' the  did'erenl  departments  and  of  the  assistants 
will  \n\\  according  t(i  the  nature  of  the  othces  tliev  have  to  till. 

Tiu'V  should  lie  men  of  entugv  ami  enthusiasm,  who  are  iiiconteslalile  ;iulhiiiities 
on  questions  with  whi(!h  they  have  to  deal. 

Two  ilistinct  types  of  men  will  be  I'cquircd  :  profound  scientists  on  the  one  hand, 
to  cdiiluct  investigati<ins  and  research,  and  men  with  a  technical  training  on  the  other 
hand,  experienced  in  adiuinistralion,  and  with  an  intimate  knowledge  of  agricultm-e 
and  fif  the  conditions  obtaining  in  this  country  life,  to  j)ei'form  otHee  duties,  to  act  as 
inspec'tors,  managers  of  exjicrimental  farms,  and  so  forth. 

Wherever  possible,  men  of  local  experi(;nce  should  be  selected  for  the 
secoml  class  :  their  knowledge  (d'  the  country  and  of  the  hal)its  and  sentiments  of  the 
rural  po])idation  will  be  very  valuable,  for  c\pei-ience  alone  can  enlighten  a  man  with 
regard  to  those  points. 
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Tlu'V  will  know  liow  best  to  deal  with  the  IJocr  riirnicr.  and  li(»vv  to  dlitaiii  liis 
confidence  and  to  indiure  liini  to  move  witli  the  times,  and  theii'  advicre  with  lefTiini  to 
details  of  afiiicultural  practice  will  also  prove  nK)st  nset'ul,  ff>r  witliout  the  aid  and 
advi(^e  of  siicii  nieu  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  avoid  committinfj  many  elementary 
mistakes  which  may  prove  exceedingly  ex|)ensive,  and  will  certainlv  ])iejudiei'  the 
Department  in  the  eyes  of  the  public. 

Cost. 

With  reuar<l  to  the  cost  of  the  Department,  this  would  H:i1inall\  Ix-  considerable 
dnrin<i'  the  first  few  years,  because  of  the  laig'c  initial  outlay  which  would  be  icijuiriMl 
upon  buildinj^s,  farms,  apparatus,  and  fi'cnei'al  ci(uipmfnt. 

lint  money  spent  in  rendering'  the  Dcpaitincut  thoroiiirhly  erticient  should  be 
regarded  in  the  nature  of  an  investment,  which  will  eventually  add  enormously  U>  the 
wealtli  and  well-beino-  oE  the  country.  It  has  often  been  found,  for  instance,  in  the 
history  (d'  other  similar  departments,  that  the  .lervices  rendeicd  bv  a  sinffle  division,  or 
perhaps  by  one  skilled  scientist,  have  been  worth  more  to  th(!  country  than  the  total 
cost  of  tlie  department. 

The  amount  of  money  reported  as  l)ein}>'  spent  on  agriculture  in  ditt'erent  countries 
fre((uently  includes  money  spent  upon  objects  which  would  not  come  within  the  scope 
of  a  department  such  as  I  have  outline<l.  so  it  is  difficult  to  furnish  definite  information 
upon  this  point. 

The  cost  of  the  United  States"  depaitnu'iit  lust  year  amounted  to  £.J()(),7U()  ;  this 
included  C2ll,t)(j4  s|)ent  ))y  the  Weather  liuicaii.  but  was  inde]iendent  of  monev 
ovpended  by  the  various  slates  within  the  I'nion. 

In  Deiimaik  the  annual  expeuditine  amounts  lo  £l!)().()(l();  in  France,  £l,B(i(),U()(J 
an  1  in  Hungary  and  Austria  rather  mcu-e,  and  in  Prussia  a  little  less. 

The  United  Kingdom,  which  is  vei-y  economical  in  such  matters,  spends  £8G,000. 
Southern  and  Western  Australia  come  very  low  on  the  list  with  £7,7;5i)  and  £(i,'2(>li, 
respectively. 

The  Cape  Kstimates  for  last  year,  the  details  of  which  your  JCxcellency  is 
probably  conversant  with,  amounted  to  about  £23J,(lO(l  for  strictly  agricultural 
purposes. 

The  only  assistance  afforded  to  agriculture  by  the  late  Z.  A.  H.  (jovernment  was 
a  sum  of  £l,'j,0O0,  whi<di  the\-  gi-anted  to  the  various  agricultural  societies. 

Saf-aries. 

With  legard  to  the  salaries  of  officials,  this  will  be  rather  an  expensive  item, 
because  of  the  cost  of  living  in  this  country,  but  1  have  no  doubt  your  Excellency  will 
realise  the  importance  of  fixing  them  at  such  tigiu'es  as  will  induce  good  men  to  accept 
positions  within  the  Depai-tnu^nt. 

In  the  English  and  Irish  Hoards  the  salaries  \ary  from  £1,.)IK)  per  annum  down- 
wards. 

IIoi  si\(i   AND   Location. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  De])ai-tment  should  be  housed  in  a  separate  building, 
which  would  accommodate  the  whole  of  the  difft^renl  divisions,  for  it  is  impossil)le  for 
good  work  to  be  done  unh^ss  proper  acconunodation  is  provided. 

The  building  should  be  situated  ujion  a  ])iece  of  open  ground,  so  that  it  could  be 
enlarged  if  necessary,  or  smaller  buihlings  which  may  be  required  for  special  purposes 
erected  in  its  inuuediate  neighbourhood. 

It  woulil  also  be  well  either  to  have  our  I'^xperimental  Farm  within  easy  reach  of 
the  Department,  or  otherwise  a  certain  amount  of  suitable  giound  should  be  reserved 
in  the  neighbourhood  to  serve  as  a  trial  gi'ound  for  testing  ]>lanls  anil  simiLir 
purposes. 

The  above  suggestions  which  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Excellency  may 
appear  crude  and  feebly  expressed,  but  I  trust  they  will  serve  in  some  measm-e  to 
illustrate  my  meaning,  and  to  set  forth  what  I  believe  ought  to  be  undertaken. 

They  are  based  very  largely  upon  the  methods  adopted  in  the  United  States, 
which  (mdoid)tedly  ])ossesscs  the  best  organized,  most  perfectly  equipped,  and  most 
]M'actically  conducted  de))artment  of  any  country  in  the  world. 

The  system  in  vogue  in  ICngland,  and  in  the  leading  Continental  countries,  and  in 
our  own  Colonies  have  also  been  under  review,  and  the  valuable  report  drawn  u|)  by 
the  Honourable  Horace  Phmkett  and  the  Recess  Conunittee  of  the  House  of 
Conuiions,  apropos  of  the  formation  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture  for  Ireland,  which  is  a 
mine  of  information  in  itself,  has  been  carefully  studied.  Nor  are  the  suggestions 
which  are  put  forward  merely  representative  of  my  own  private  ojjinions,  but  they  are 
the  result  of  many  consultations  with  the  chief  officials  of  the  English  and  Irish  Boards 
of  Agricidture,  and  with  other  leading  experts  at  home  and  abroad, 
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Indeed,  I  might  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  was  mainly  because  of  the  views  I  hold 
upon  the  sulyect,  and  for  the  experience  I  have  had  in  organizing  agricnltui-al  affairs 
that  I  was  nominated  by  the  Home  Board  of  Agrieidture  for  the  ])osition  I  now  have 
the  honour  to  iiold,  as  Agricultural  Adviser  to  your  Excellency.  It  only  remains  for 
ine  to  add  that  in  my  hut)il)le  opinion  nothing  will  do  more  to  bring  Boer  and  Briton 
together,  and  to  conduce  to  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  country  than  the  establish- 
ment of  some  such  system  of  agricultural  administi'ation  as  I  have  outlined. 

.       •'■  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Voui'  l^xcclleiicy's  most  obedient  humble  ser\-ant, 

F.  15.  SMITir. 

,\gricullural  Adviser, 
31st  Julv   1902. 


MEMOPvANDUM  ON  THE    MIXING  LAWS. 


The  Mining  Laws  in  the  Cape  Colon \  are  : — 

The  Precious  Stones  Act No.    11   of  1899, 

The  Precious  Minerals  Act  (Gold,  Silver,  and    Platinum) No,  .'U   of  189M, 

These  Acts  apply  to  Crown  Land  and  to  Private  Pro]>erty.  the  title  to  which 
contains  a  resei-vation  in  favour  of  the  Cr(jwn  of  I'recious  Stones  and 
Precious  Minerals,  respectively.  ■- 

The  Precious  Stones  and  Minerals  Act No.    19   oi    1883. 

The  Private  Mines   Inspection  Act No.    18   of    1894, 

which  tpply  to  Private  Property,  the  title  to  wiiieh  contains  no  reservation  of 
Precious  Stones  or  Minerals. 

The  ]\Iinrial    Frauds   Leasing  Act No.   9    of    1877. 

Amended  by  Act No.  1.3    of    1883, 

which  regulate  the  leasing  of  Crown  Lands  for  the  working  of  ^finei'als 
such  as  Coal,  Copper,  Iron,  Manganese,  Tin,  etc. 

There  is  no  law  applying  to  Private  Property  the  title  to  which  contains  a 
reservation  of  Precious  Minerals  ii:  favour  of  the  Crown. 

The  Precious  Stones  Act,  and  the  Precious  Minerals  Act,  are  based  on  the 
recommendations  made  in  the  Report  of  the  Mining  Commission  (G.  G,  1898).  These 
two  Acts,  however,  are  of  sutdi  com]iar:iti\  ely  recent  date,  and  the  experience  of 
their  operation  has  been  so  limited,  that  T  do  not  venture  u]>rin  any  criticism  of  their 
working,  though  it  may  he  mentioned  that  the  ])rinci)dc  of  one  man  one  claim  would 
seem  to  have  discouraged  enterj)rise,  at  least  so  far  as  search  for  Precious  Minerals  is 
concerned,  while  the  charging  of  rent — in  the  case  of  leases  of  alluvial  tracts — from 
the  date  of  issue  of  lease,  instead  of  from  date  of  commencement  of  outjiut,  has,  so  it 
is  stated,  .acted  .as  a  strong  deteirent  to  applications  foi-  such  leasf^s. 

It  IS,  however,  in  regard  to  the  Basel'  Minerals  that  the  nec-essity  foi-  fresh  legisla- 
tion is  most  felt. 

The  ])resent  Acts  ])rovide  for  (  H,  the  lease  for  a  jieriod  not  exceeding  99  years  of 
Crown  Lands,  containing,  or  snp])osed  to  contain,  Mineral  Deposits  ;  (2),  payment,  /// 
//r/(v///(Y',  of  an  animal  ground  rent  of  five  shillings  |)er  morgeu  ;  (."!),  jiayment  of  a 
royalty  \aiviiig  according  to  the  kind  of  ore  on  every  ton  raised,  the  ton  being 
reckoned  as  2, 3.')2  lbs.  ;  (4 ),  the  kee])ing  of  books  by  the  lessee  0])en  to  (io\ernment 
inspection  ;  (,'>),  the  raising  by  the  lessee  in  the  first  and  every  following  term  of 
three  years  of  not  less  than  fifty  tons  of  ore;  ((>),  tlie  cancellation  of  the  lease  for 
failure  to  comply  with  this  last  condition  if  the  lessee  is  unable  to  produce  satisfactory 
jiioof  that  the  land  leased  is  being,  or  is  alioiit  to  be  worked,  in  a  fair  /taiiti  /idc  manner, 
tli<'  light  of  eancellatioii  to  he  exercised,  liowcx  it,  old v  wiliiln  three  months  after  the 
expiration  of  the  triennial  period. 

No  ]»rovision  is  cV)ntaincd  in  the  Acts  for  the  issue  of  a  Prospecting  JyiceiKc. 
'l"o  supply  this  omission,  as  far  as  possible,  it  has  been  the  ])ractice  of  late  years  for 
the  Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture  to  grant  Prospe  ting  Permits  in  the  subjoined 
form  :  -  -  •  .    . 
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Permission  is  hereby  given  to to  enter  upon  the  Crown 

Lands  hereunder  deseribed,  viz for  the  purpose  of  searhiufi- 

and  prospecting  for  minerals  other  than  (iold.  Silver,  or  Platinum,  or  I'reeious 

Stones.     This  Permission  shall  be  in  force  for ealeiuhir  months  from  the 

date  hereof,  and  shall  be  snbjeet  to  the  following  conditions,  that  i<  to  say  : — 

(1).  That  the  area  selected  for  prospecting  ojjerations  shall  be  properly  beaconed 
or  ipegged  out  by  the  Prospector,  and  shall  not  exceed  a  maximniu  of  one 
square  mile  in  extent. 

(2).  That  if  the  land,  or  any  of  it,  be  held  on  lease,  1lic  consent  of  the  lessee 
shall  first  be  obtained. 

(3).  That  the  Prospector  is  liable  for  the  repair  of  sinface  damage  ocr'a<i<ineil  in 
the  course  of  his  operations. 

(4).  That  he  has  no  right  to  the  removal  of  a  larger  quantitv  of  any  mineral,  soil, 
ore,  or  rock  discovered  than  is  required  for  testing  purposes. 

(5).  That  he  has  an  exclusive  right  only  ovei-  the  area  actually  beaeoiied  or 
pegged  out. 

(tj).  In  the  event  of  the  discovery  of  Gold,  Silver,  Platininn.  or  any  Minerals  or 
Precious  Stones,  the  Prospector  shall  forthwith  make  a  re])ort  theicof  t(j  tln' 
Civil  Commissioner  of  the  Division  in  which  is  situated  the  groimd  upon  uhich 
the  discovery  is  made. 

(7).  That  the  (/rantinc/  of  this  permit  does  not  iiecessurih/  impli/  that  o  lease  of  the 
area  will  he  r/ ran  ted. 

(8).  That  not  more  than  one  area  shall  be  ])eaconed  or  pegged  out  at  any  time 
under  this  permit. 

(9).  That  the  Prospector  shall  not  interfere  with  Native  Kraals  and  cultivated 
lands. 

(10).  That  Ijefore  working  in  unj  Native  Location,  the  Prospector  shall  Hi'st 
apply  to  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  the  District,  in  order  that  such  steps  as 
may  be  deemed  expedient  shall  be  taken  to  ex))lain  to  the  Headman  and  ]ienple 
of  such  Location  the  nature  of  the  proposed  o])erations. 

As  will  be  seen,  there  is  no  guarantee  that  a  lease  of  the  area  pi'ospected  will  be 
granted  to  the  holder  of  the  permit,  nor  do  the  Acts  authorise  such  guaiantce  being 
given. 

The  Acts,  moreover,  confer  no  rights  on  the  successful  prospector  for  Baser 
Minerals  entitling  him  to  i-eward  for  discovery,  as  is  the  case  under  the  Precious  Stones 
Act  and  the  Precious  Minerals  Act ;  though  under  (Government  Notice  No.  41.5  of  1878, 
a  bonus,  depending  in  amount  iqjon  the  value  of  the  discovery,  but  in  no  case  exceeding 
£500,  is  promised  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Government  the  existence,  in  addition  to  Buch  mines  as  may  be  already  known,  of  good 
serviceable  House  Coal  having  a  seam  of  not  less  than  two  feet  in  thickness,  solid,  and 
without  partings  or  "  foul  from  the  presence  of  shale,  the  ash  not  to  exceed  12  per 
cent.,  the  coal  to  extend  over  a  superficial  area  of  not  less  than  five  acres,  and  to  be 
capable  from  its  position  and  situation  of  being  worked  at  a  fairly  remunerative  rate  : 
conditions  which  practically  preclude  the  bonus  ever  being  earned. 

Many  other  defects  and  shortcomings,  which  practical  experience  has  bi-ought  to 
light,  might  be  mentioned,  but  enough  has  already  been  said  to  make  it  cl^ar  that  if 
prospecting  and  mining  enterprise  are  to  receive  the  encouragement  they  deserve, 
amendment  of  the  law  is  an  imperative  necessity. 

A  Bill  with  this  object  is  accordingly  being  drafted  for  consideration.  The  main 
provisions  suggested  are:— (1)  Repeal  of  existing  Laws.  (2)  Definition  of  term 
Minerals  :  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  Minerals  shall  be  held  to  mean  Asbestos, 
Cinnabar,  Coal,  Copper,  Crocidolite,  Iron,  Manganese,  Oil,  Salt,  Tin,  etc.,  etc.,  and 
such  addidons  to  this  list  as  may  be  made  from  time  to  time  by  Proclamation  by  the 
Governor.  (3)  Prospectinc/  Licences  :  procurable  at  office  of  any  Civil  Commissioner, 
size  of  prospecting  area  one  square  mile,  any  shapr',  w  ithin  which  exclusive  rights.  Fee, 
2s.  6d.  per  mensem.  Period,  one,  two,  three  up  to  twelve  months.  (4)  Duties  of 
Prospector :  To  mark  out  area  properly,  maintain  pegs,  prospect  bona  fide,  repair 
surface  damage.  (5)  Duties  of  Discoverer  :  To  report  find  forthwith  to  Civil 
Commissioner  of  Division,  to  make  Declaration  to  Civil  Commissioner  of  Division  of 
find  in  payable  c[uantities,  on  prescribed  form.  (Q)  Rights  of  Discoverer  :  Awnrd  of 
bonus  proportionate  to  value  of  discovery  and  subject  to  compliance  with  conditions  to 
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be  fixed  by  Governor  br  regulation  under  Proclamation.  Lease  for  three  years  of 
area  not  exceeding  say  1,000  acres,  which  discoverer  may  select,  with  right  of  renewal 
at  option  of  lessee,  from  time  to  time  for  further  period  not  exceeding  a  total  of  99 
years  of  lease,  at  ground  rent  of  not  exceeding  one  shilling  per  acre  per  annum,  to  be 
prescribed  by  Minister  in  each  case,  vaiying  according  to  position  of  locality  and 
minerals  mined  and  payment  of  royalty  per  ton  of  2,352  lbs.  of  marketable  ore  raised, 
special  rate  for  each  mineral,  to  be  fixed  by  regulation  under  proclamation,  iKn/ment  of 
rent  to  viDiiinenci'  one  i/eur  after  date  of  lease,  or  from  date  of  output,  if  latter  earlier 
date.  Should  lessee  do  no  bona  fide  work,  i.e.,  preliminary  work  incidental  to  actual 
mining  during  first  twelve  months  of  lease,  rent  will  be  recoverable  in  respect  to  this 
period,  i.e.,  from  date  of  lease,  as  a  penalty  for  such  failure,  pro\  ided  that  the  Minister 
may,  should  he  consider  circimistances  so  to  warrant,  grant  exemption  from  this 
condition.  Lease  liable  to  cancellation  by  (iovernor  at  any  time  should  property 
not  be  worked  hona-fide  for  twelve  mouths  or  rent  be  in  arrear  for  twelve  months — but 
lessee  to  be  given  reasonable  warning  of  intention  to  cancel  lease,  say  three  months. 
(7)  Ap-pointment  if  Inspector  or  other  Officer  to  inspect  workings,  also  the  books,  etc., 
which  lessee  will  be  required  to  keep  and  from  which,  at  the  expiration  of  each  year  of 
lease,  he  must  make  solemn  declaration  of  output  during  such  year,  on  prescribed  form, 
to  be  forwarded  to  Civil  Commissioner  of  Division  within  fourteen  days.  (8)  Power  to 
Governor  to  make  Regulations  governing  working  on  areas  leased  under  this  Act. 
(9)  Penalties  for  prospecting  without  permit,  trespass  on  prospecting  areas,  failure  to 
give  notice  to  Commissioner  of  find,  or  to  make  declaration  of  find  or  giving  false 
notices  or  declaration,  salting,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

The  passing  of  such  a  measure,  however,  involves  time  ;  meanwhile,  much  might 
be  done  to  improve  the  administration  of  the  Acts  at  present  in  force. 

Judging  from  the  enquiries  made,  there  is  a  widespread  ignorance  of  the  laws 
regulating  prospecting  and  mineral  development.  There  is,  moreover,  no  easily  acces- 
sible information  as  to  areas  available  for  prospecting,  nor  recorded  particidars  of 
discoveries  already  reported  and  verified — information  whidi  would  be  of  practical 
value  to  intending  prospectors.  Further,  in  the  absence  of  funds,  no  assistance,  not 
even  advice  beyond  Mich  as  is  dependent  upon  the  chance  of  the  locality  having  been 
visited  by  an  officer  of  the  Geological  Siu'vey,  can  be  given  to  those  whose  expenditure 
of  time,  energy  and  money  will  benefit,  not  alone  themselves,  but  the  Colony  as  well, 
in  the  event  of  minerals  being  discovered  in  payable  quantities. 

Pending  the  passing  of  an  amending  Act,  the  i-emedies  suggested  for  immediate 
adoption  are  : — 

(1).  The  issue  of  pi'ospecting  permits  by  Civil  Commissioners. 

(2J.  The  ])reparation  of  a  register  of  reported  and  verified  discoveries,  with  details 
as  to  localities,  etc. 

( 3).  The  provision  of  funds  for  the  purchase  of  prospecting  drills,  for  hire,  under 
competent  foremen,  to  tipproxed  ap])]Icants,  on  conditions  similar  to  those  which  have 
been  found  to  work  satislautorily  in  other  Colonies. 

(4).  The  supply  of  advice  to  those  who,  having  discovered  minerals,  need  official 
expert  direction  for  tlie  prosecution  of  further  operations,  a  charge  lieing  made  as  will 
cover  cost  of  salarv  and  travelling  expenses  of  the  dtficer  sent. 

(5).  The  publication  and  distribution  of  information  relating  to  Prospecting,  the 
conditions  under  which  Mining  Leases  arc  granted,  the  royalties  payable,  etc.,  etc. 

The  actual  work  of  carrying  out  prospecting  operations  rests,  of  course,  mainly  on 
private  enterprise,  but,  as  with  water-boring,  ii'rigation,  as,  in  fact,  with  everything  of 
the  kind,  much  depends  iq)on  the  initiative  of  those  directly  charged  with  the 
administration  of  the  controlling  laws  and  rcgidations. 

The  adoption  of  the  steps  suggested  will  meantime  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
administration,  and  licl])  to  vitalise  the  matter.  If  the  theory  he  true  that  Nature,  in 
those  large  areas  where  the  soil  is  poor,  and  the  climatic  and  othei'  ct)nditions  are  un- 
favourable to  agricultural  and  jiastoral  industry,  has  balanced  the  account  by  rich 
mineral  deposit,  the  soonei'  these  measures  are  taken  the  earlier  will  they  bear  fruit  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Colony. 

BARRY  McMillan, 

Principal  iCIerk. 
Department  of  Agriculture, 

Cape  Town,  13th  .January,  1905. 
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Memorandum    on   the    organisvXtion    of   the    united 

STATES    DEPAllTxMENT    OF    A  (;  i;  I  CULTURE. 


The  Secretary  of  the  i\griciihiiral  C'ominitr.sion,  C'iipc  'I'dwn. 

SiK, — I  have  to  svibinit  herewith  a  inemorandmn  on  tlic  organisation  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agrlcnlttire,  prepared  in  response  to  a  re()ne.st  made  bv  the 
honourable  chairman  at  tlu'  time  1  was  examined  in  Decpnd)er  last. 

I  have  the  hononr  to  lie, 
Si  I', 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

(HAS.  P.  LOUNSBURY, 

Government  Fhitomohtgist. 
Madeira,  January  17th,  190.5. 


ORGANISATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF 

AGRICULTURE. 

The  incalculable  advantage  to  agricultural  industries  of  the  work  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agiicultiu'e  has  conn;  to  be  appreciated,  during  recent  years, 
not  only  in  America  but  throughout  the  civilized  world.  The  agricultural  department 
of  no  other  country  has  attracted  such  wide-spread  attention  ;  nor,  apparently,  does 
any  give  so  high  a  degree  of  satisfaction  to  its  government  and  to  the  general  public. 
Its  development  and  organisation  is  therefore  worthy  of  close  study  on  the  purl  of  the 
Commission  charged  with  formulating  a  scheme  for  the  improvement  ol  the  (.  ape 
agricultural  department.  That  tlie  Cape  department  niiglit  be  made  of  nuieh  i;ieat.er 
service  to  the  Colonv  than  it  now  is,  has  to  be  admitted.  The  intimation  conveyed  in 
the  memorandum  of  instructions  to  the  Commission,  that  the  organisation  is  fundament- 
ally wrong,  and  that  a  scheme  for  seciu'ing  greater  efficiency  should  be  based  on  a 
complete  change  in  the  method  of  control,  however,  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  a 
wholly  erroneous  assumption  which,  if  acted  upon,  will  prf>bably  I. 'ad  to  detrimental 
results. 

If  the  organisation  of  the  Cape  department  be  compareil  with  the  organisation  of 
the  American  department,  it  will  be  found  that  the  general  scheme  is  somewhat  the 
same.  And  if  the  development  of  the  latter  be  studied,  it  will  be  found  that  it 
passed  throtigh  a  stage  of  evolution  when  it  seemed  to  accomplish  little,  and  when  it 
lacked  the  confidence  of  the  farmers  ;  but  that  its  success  and  efHciency  has  steadily 
increased  with  a  gradual  perfection  of  its  organisation  and  gradual  shifting  of 
responsibilities  from  the  central  office  to  the  technical  officers  in  charge  oE  the  com- 
ponent sections.  A  similar  evolutionary  tendency  in  the  development  of  the  Cape 
department  has  become  manifest,  and  if  judicious  steps  are  taken  to  encourage  and 
expedite  the  process,  and  prevent  its  retardation,  I  have  no  doubt  that  much  greater 
good  will  result  than  could  be  gained  by  revolutionary  changes. 

The  head  of  the  United  States  department  is  entitled  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
and  he  is  selected  and  appointed  by  the  President  ^^itll  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  President's  cabinet,  and  holds  office  at  the  will  of  the  President. 
Though  a  ))olitieal  supporter  of  the  executive,  he  is  selected  chielly  on  account  of 
(|ualifications  which  ])articTdarly  fit  him  for  the  office.  The  present  incumlient,  for 
instance,  is  the  Professor  of  Agriculture  of  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  College,  a 
man  for  many  years  widely  known  and  respected  as  an  authority  on  agricultiral 
matters  :  he  has  held,  office  for  eight  years.  The  Secretary  devotes  his  whole  tmie  to 
the  work  of  his  department,  and  is  charged  by  the  Government  with  "the  supei vision 
of  all  public  business  relating  to  the  agricidtural  industries."  Under  hmi  is  the  Assist- 
t:int  Sec.etary  for  Agiiculturej  ako  an  officer  selected  for  special  fitness  ;  his  title 
indicates  'Ais  gtiaaiag.     Ke  ib  iLo  cppcinted  by  the  Presid^it,  with  the  coiie^t  o.;  the 
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Senate.  In  former  years  he  had  more  power  over  tlie  work  of  some  of  the  sections  fif 
the  Department  than  at  present  :  bnt  now  he  acts  only  under  tlie  direction  of  the 
Secretary,  and  only  has  actual  control  over  the  general  work  during 
the  absence  of  his  chief.  A  large  part  of  his  time  is  devoted  to  special  duties  which 
necessitate  an  intimate  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  work  of  the  Department  ; 
thus  the  present  Assistant  Secretary  was  chairman  of  the  Board  in  charge  of  Govern- 
ment exhibits  at  the  St.  Louis  World's  Fair  last  year. 

In  formation,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  the  United  States,  consists  of  a 
ninnber  of  practically  independent  Bureaus,  Divisions,  and  Ofhces  whose  works  are 
coordinated  through  the  Secretary.  So  vast  has  the  work  of  the  department  as  a 
whole  become  that  the  Secretary  now  seeks  to  control  it  only  in  the  most  general  way. 
He  annually  receives  concise  systematized  reports  from  the  heads  of  the  sections 
informing  him  of  work  accomplished,  in  hand,  and  proposed  ;  and  from  these  he 
compiles  a  general  statement,  the  "  Report  of  the  Secretary,"'  for  sul^mission  to  the 
President,  whicii  very  briefly  portrays  the  work  of  the  whole  department  for  the  year. 
Thus  to  the  world  the  Department  presents  a  united  front.  There  are  fourteen 
sections  in  the  Department,  and  all  the  work  that  arises,  as  far  as  is  possible,  is  assigned 
to  one  or  another  of  these.  Each  section  is  in  charge  of  a  professional  head.  Eight 
of  the  sections  are  known  as  bureaus  ;  these  are  the  Weather,  Animal,  Industry, 
Plant  Industry,  Forestry.  Chemistr}-,  Soils  and  Entomology  Bureaus.  Three  sections 
rank  as  divisions ;  they  are,  respectively,  the  Divisions  of  Biological  Survey,  of 
Accounts,  and  of  Publications.  The  remaining  sections  are  the  Office  of  Experiment 
Stations,  the  Office  of  Public  Road  Inquiries,  and  the  Library.  As  far  as  ))ossible  the 
field  of  each  of  the  sections  is  subdivided,  and  the  subdivisions  assigned  to  specialists 
immediately  responsible  to  the  chief  of  the  sections.  The  chiefs,  and  all  their  officers 
assigned  to  technical  w^irk,  are  carefidly  selected  professional  men.  When  a  junior 
vacancv  occurs,  the  fact  is  advertised  officially,  and  also  notified  through  scientific 
journals,  and  a  competitive  examination  of  candidates  in  the  special  subjects  concerned 
is  held  under  the  Civil  Service  regidatious. 

The  organisation  of  the  whole  department  appears  simple  and  complete  to  minute 
details.  The  central  office  exists  merely  to  link  the  sections  and  to  relieve  them  of 
general  routine  duties  that  do  not  require  the  services  of  experts.  It  is  a  far  simpler 
office  than  tlie  correspondmg  office  in  the  Cape  department.  The  only  important 
officers  in  it,  other  than  the  Secretary  and  Assistant  Secretary  are  ;  the  Chief  Clerk, 
the  Appointment  Clerk,  and  the  Chief  of  Supply  Division.  The  Chief  Clerk  is 
superintendent  of  the  buildings,  has  general  supervision  over  the  employees,  and  is 
charged  with  the  enforcement  of  the  internal  regulations  of  the  department.  The 
Appointment  Clerk  prepares  all  the  papers  on  matters  concerning  appointments,  leaves, 
transfers,  and  removals,  and  decides  all  questions  aft'ecting  the  same.  The  Chief  of 
Supply  Division  is  resjionsible  for  the  purchase  of  all  supplies  paid  for  from  the 
general  funds  of  the  department.  All  matters  pertaining  to  accounts  and  disburse- 
ments, in  fact  all  business  relating  to  the  financial  interests  of  the  departments,  are 
entrusted  to  the  Division  of  Accounts  and  Disbursements,  which  iu  a  way  is  thus 
recognised  as  a  technical  section  ;  the  arrangement  appeal's  to  be  satisfactory,  and 
spares  the  chiefs  of  the  various  other  sections  from  responsible  work  which  does  not 
require  the  exercise  of  their  special  qualifications. 

The  Cape,  I  believe,  can  safely  copy  the  methods  of  the  American  department. 
To  do  it  requires  not  radical  changes  in  control  which  may  perchance  defeat  the  very 
objects  in  view,  but  a  judicious  development  of  the  organisation  already  in  existence. 
The  functions  of  the  central  office  would  be  curtailed,  and  the  duties  of  supervision 
now  falling  to  the  Under  Secretary,  would  de-\ol\e  u])on  the  Minister,  aided  by  an 
Assistant  Secretary.  The  latter  would  not  be  a  permanent  officer,  but  one  serving  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  ministr}',  and  chosen  for  special  qualifications.  He  would  need 
to  be  a  man  well  versed  in  pr.ictical  agriculture  and,  under  the  existing  conditions  of 
the  Government,  he,  even  more  than  the  Minister,  would  be  the  man  to  repnisent  the 
Department  licfore  the  public  :  therefore,  he  should  have  the  confidence  of  tlie  farmers, 
and  be  liroiiglit  much  in  contact  witli  tliem.  He  Wdulj  be  responsible  for  the  discharge 
of  miscellaneous  d<'])artm('ntal  duties  for  whicli  no  exjjert  is  needed  or  is  available  ;  and 
thougii  li"  w()ul<i  not  lia\  e  conti'ol  over  the  dcjiart mental  exjierts,  lie  would  be  the  advisor 
to  tlu;  Minister  concerning  them,  and  concerning  administrative  matters,  and  the 
framing  of  Parliamentary  estimates. 

CHAS.  P.  LOUNSBURY, 

Government  Eiitomologist. 


APPENDIX    ,1. 


ELSENBElKi   AOKrCULTURAl.  (  ()IJj:(iE. 


Colonial  S('cri't;ir\  >  ()\]]r<\ 

Capo  '!'()«  II.  (':i]n;  of  (iooil  Hopr. 

2f)tli  .laiiiiiirv,  lyn.'j. 
TIk'  iScciX'tiii'v,  An-|-iciilt  ma!  ( 'oiiiinif-sioii. 

Department  of  Afrriciiltiire,  Cape  'J'owii. 

SiU, — 111  I'onipiiaiiL'c  witli  tlic  rcipu'st  coiitaiiuMl  in  yoni-  Ictler  of  llic  ITtii  iilliino, 
1  am  iliri'cted  to  Iraiisinil  lierewitli  tliu  slalciiieiils  callcil  lor  tiicrL'in  iiiackcd  A..  !>., 
and  C. 

J  lia\c'  the  honour  to  lie, 

Sir, 

•  Your  (iliedicnt  Servant, 

NOEE   .lANlvSCH, 

liiidiT  Colonial  Secretary. 

(A.) SlATEJlt^T    OF    AmOUXT    EXPENDED    IX     THE     FdKJl    ( U'     CaPHAE    (,iX 

Elsenburg  Aguiculti  ral  Ct>Di.E<;E  AND  Fakm. 


£       s.     d.  £       s.     d. 

Purchase  Price  of  Farm  ...  ..  ...     Il,.33ni4     5 

Amount  realised  on  sale  of  Mariendalii        ...  ...       2,.30()     0     0 


8,839   14     .T 


Faini  Kuiidiii-s  added    ...  ...  ...  ...  .3.396  18  7 

College  Buildin-s  added...  ...  ...  ...  8.426  1  2 

E((uipnieiit   for   Museum.   Lalioratorv  and   New  Class 

Rooms,  &e.                ...  ...  "  ...  ...  1,143  14  II 

Wine  Cellar  Equipment...  ...  ...  ...  1,317  11  7 

Water  Supply                  ...  ...  ...  ...  697  0  8 

Erickinaking    ...              ...  ...  ...  ...  .368  19  3 


l.v3oit     6     2 


Total  ...  ...  £24.190     (I     7 


Colonial  Secretary  s  Office, 
2.5tli  January,  1905. 


Arthur  Bec  k,  Accouuting  Officer. 
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Scli<)Oii<iy.igt, 

nth  January,  190.5, 
The  Secretary  to  the 

A<>;ricultural  Commission. 

SiK, — I  have  to  acknowledge  your  lettei-,  fitli  .lanuiviy,  askinji  wliether  1  would  j^ive 
evidence  upon  the  subjects  contained  in  the  memorandinn  that  you  wvw  good  enough 
to  send  me. 

I  have  read  that  document  tlirough  very  carei'ully,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
somewhat  elaborate  scheme  submitted  to  your  committee  is  one  ii))(>ii  which  I  -^hall,  in 
common  with  other  rei)resentatives.  be  called  upon  to  express  hcreat'tcr  a  judicial  de- 
cision in  Parliament,  and  that  the  value  of  such  decision  will  be  nuich  lessened  by  the 
premature  expression  of  opinions  upon  a  scheme  wliii;h  shoidd,  in  my  judgment,  Ijc  lor- 
mulated  by,  and  presented  on  the  authority  of  (Tovernment,  liefore  that  proposal  is 
submitted  in  its  entirety. 

I  have  the  honour  to  lie,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Scr\ant, 

.lOHN   X.  MKHK'l.M  AX. 


AIM'ENDIX     L. 


"De  Oude  Drostdy,"'  Tulbagh, 

:ilst  December.  1  !»()■!. 
To  the  Secretary, 

Agricultural  Commission. 

SiK, — I  have  j>ist  returned  to  Tulbagh  after  an  absence  oC  some  days,  and  have, 
therefore,  had  no  earlier  opportunity  of  replying  to  your  communication  of  the  27th.  I 
nuich  regret  that  it  will  lie  im))ossible  for  me  to  be  in  Cape  Town  on  the  .7th  of  January, 
and  I  must  ask  your  Conunission  kindly,  if  my  evidence  be  required,  to  postpone  this  to  a 
later  date.  At  the  same  time.  I  should  like  to  say  that  1  do  not  feel  that  I  can  help 
the  enquiry  much. 

Whilst  quite  in  accord  with  the  general  principles  laid  down  for  agricultural 
reform,  I  have  little  organised  information  to  supply.  For  evidence  to  heoi  any  value, 
it  is  desirable  that  men  who  have  had  more  practical  opportimities  of  observing  the 
work  of  such  organisations  elsewhere,  as  are  aimed  at  here,  than  1  have  had,  shoidd  be 
examined.  Admirable  for  example  as  the  organisations  existing  in  countries  like 
Ireland  are,  I  do  not  feel  competent,  without  more  practical  information,  to  throw  nnich 
light  on  the  likely  success  of  their  adoption  here.  But,  apart  fiom  this,  I  feel  strongly 
that  desirable  as  the  reforms  aimed  at  may  be,  the  first  necessities  for  improving  our 
agriculture  lies  in  the  direction  of  Tariff  Reforms ;  more  sympathetic  Railway 
Administration  ;  the  removal  of  the  barriers  existing  between  South  African  Markets; 
and  the  fostering  of  a  more  patriotic  spirit  towards  South  African  ])roduets. 

When  I  visit  Cape  Town  again  1  shall  communicate  with  yom-  Chairman. 

Faithfully  yoiu-s, 

J.    H.    i:.    BEiK. 


|(j.    2-11)05.  J  oo 
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